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CHAPTER XXXI. 

DAWN. 

FROM Smithfield, on the 12th of April, Sherman wrote to 
General Grant :

"I have this moment received your telegram announcing 
the surrender of Lee's army. I hardly know how to 'express 
my feelings; but you can imagine them. The terms you ·have 
given Lee are magnanimous and liberal. Should Johnston 
follow Lee's example, of course I will grant the same. He is 
retreating before me on Raleigh, and I shall be there to-mor
row. Roads are heavy and bad; but under the inspiration of 
the news from you we can march twenty-five miles a day. I 
am twenty-eight miles from Raleigh, but a part of my army 
is eight miles behind. If Johnston retreats south I will follow 
him; but I take it he will surrender at Raleigh. I shall expect 
to hear from General Sheridan in case Johnston does not sur
render, for in such case I will need a little more cavalry. I 
would make sure to capture the whole army." 

When Sherman entered Raleigh, on the 13th, he found that 
the inhabitants had not heard of Lee's surrender, and could 
hardly credit the report. Johnston had.retreated westward, and 
Sherman dispatched to Grant that he would move at once to 
Ashbor.o', Saulsbury, or Oharlotte, according to circumstances. 

Kilpatrick, with most of the cavalry, had been left ten miles 
to the south and west of Smithfield, busy after the enemy's 
locomotives and railway trains, and bad reported some cap
tures. He was now ordered to" keep pushing the enemy." 
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" To-night,"- writes Assistant Adjutant-General Dayton, "tho 
general will inform you of the coming move. The columns 
are closing up here now." 

Late on the same day, General Sherman wrote to Kil
patrick :

"I have been out and am just back, and hasten to answer 
yours of to-day. I will send a locomotive to bring up the 
cars you have captured. Send pickets along the road to ad
vise the conductor where to stop. It will take all day to
morrow to close up our trains, and to draw out on the new line 
of opemtions. Rest your animals, and confine your opera
tions to mere feints, and get ready for work by day after to
morrow." 

On the 14th, Sherman had information that Johnston was 
about Greensboro' and Saulsbury, and had his troops ready to 
move in that direction. And again he writes to Kilpatrick :

"I sent you orders to-day, by which you will see I am to 
put my army where, if Johnston tries to pass out by Chal'lotte, 
I can strike him in flank, or, if he remains at Greensboro', I 
can capture the whole. All I expect of you is to keep up the 
delusion that we are following him via the University and 
Hillsboro' until I get my infantry heads of column across the 
Haw River, when I want you to Cl'OSS also, and feel out to
wards Greensboro' till I get to Ashboro', where, if he remains 
at Greensbol'o', I can approach him from the south, and force 
him to battle, to surrender, or disperse. You will perceive we 
will save a couple of days by eutting aCIOSS the bend in the 
direction of Saulsbury. I am anxious to prevent his escape 
towards Georgia." 

In the same letter General Sherman informed his chief of 
cavalry that on the following day General Howard would have 
one corps at Jones' Station, and another corps at Morrison's, 
and that on the day after all would move by .separate ro~ds 
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for Ashboro'; and added: "The people here manifest more 
signs of subjugation than I have yet seen; but Jeff. Davis has 
more lives than a cat, and we must not trust him. If you 
reach the university do not burn its library, buildings, or spe
cific property." 

On the 14th of April, after all the dispositions for ,the ad
vance on Raleigh had been completed, General . Sherman re
ceived a communication from General Johnston, by a flag of 
truce, requesting an armistice, and a statement of the best 
terms on which he could be permitted to surrender the army 
uncleI' his command. General Sherman instantly dispatched 
his answer, and sent it through General Kilpatrick with a note 
of instruction, as follows: ' "The letter by flag of truce was 
from General Johnston, which is the beginning of the end. 
Herewith is my answer; send it at once, and do not advance 
your cavah'y beyond the university, or to a point abreast of it 
on the railway. I will be at Morrisville to-morrow." 

" I am fully empowered to arrange with you," he wrote to 
General Johnston, i, any terms for the suspension of hostilities 
as between the armies commanded by you and those com
manded by myself, and am willing to confer with you ' to that 
end. 

" That a basis of action may be had, I undertake to abide 
by the same terms and conditions entered' into by Generals 
Grant and Lee at Appomattox Oourthouse, Virginia, on the 
9th instant." 

On the evening of the same day, the tlnee army commanders 
were informed of the communication just received from the 
enemy, and that under existing circumstances it was probable 
the long march contemplated, and for which such careful prep
aration had been made; might become unnecessary. General 
Schofield was nevertheless ordered to place one corps of the 
Army of the Ohio at Holly Springs, and the other just outside 
·of Raleigh, in the direction of the proposed route, and there 
await further instructions. 

General Howard was directed to put one corps of the Army 
·of the Tennessee at Morrisville, and the other at Jones' Station, 
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and then expect the arrival of the commander-in-chief at Mor
risville; and General Slocum was ordered to remain as he then 
was until further orders. 

General Sherman then immecliately prepared copies of his 
correspondence with General Johnston, and wrote to General 
Grant on the same clay, as follows :

"I send copies of a correspondence begun with General 
Johnston, which I think will be followed by terms of capitula
tion. I .will accept the same terms as General Grant gave 
General Lee, and be careful not to complicate any points of 
civil policy. If an}' cavah-y has started towarcls me, caution 
them that they mnst be prepared to find our work clone. It is 
now raining in torrents, and I shall await General Johnston's 
reply here, ancl will propose to meet him in person at Chapel 
Hill. I have invited Governor Vance to return to Raleigh 
with the civil officers of his State. I have met ex-Governor 
Graham, Ml'. Baclger, Moore, Holclen, and others, all of whom 
agree that the war is over, ancl that the States of the South 
must reassume their allegiance, subject to the constitution and 
laws of Congress, and that the military power of the South 
must submit to the national arms. This great fact once ad
mitted, all the details are easy of arrangement." . 

Meanwhile, Major McCoy, of General Sherman's staff, then 
at Durham's Station, was clirectecl by General Sherman to re
main with Kilpatrick until Johnston's second communication 
should be brought within the lines; so that, in case of neces
sity, the contents of the message could be sent 0ver the tele
graphic 'wires, :;tnd an answer returned forthwith. But DO 

message came from Johnston on that day. On the 16th, Sher
man wrote to Brevet Brigadier-General Easton, assistant 
quartermaster-general at Newbern :-" I expect every hour 
an answer from J~llllston, and unless he makes clear and satis
factory terms to-day, I will start to-morrow towards Ashboro'. 
Hold yourself in readiness to give us forage here (at Raleigh) 
when the railway is clone." On the same day, General Kil
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patrick having telegraphed to General Sherman that he f>US

pected bad faith on the part of Johnston, and suggested pos
sible surprise, and having described certain movements of the 
enemy, not consonant with the maintenance of the condition 
of things existing at the time of the commencement of the 
armistice, Shermn,n replied :-" I have faith in General J ohn
stan's personn,l sincerity, and do not believe he would resort 
to a subterfuge to cover his movements. He could not weU
stop the movement of his troops until he got my letter, which 
I now hear was delayed aU day yesterday. . . . . . in sending 
it forward. nut if Johnston does gain time on us by such 
we will make up for it at the expense of North Carolina. We 
will be all ready to move to-morrow if necessary." 

Later on the same day, the message from General Johnston 
was received by General Sherman, and the r~sult made known 
to Generals Slocum, Howard, and Schofield, viz., that General 
Johnston desired an interview with General Sherman, near 
Durham's Station, with a view to arrange terms of capitula
tion. Sherman fixed the time at twelve o'clock on the next 
day, the 17th. 

The meeting was had according to appointment. Sherman 
frankly tendered the same terms accorded by General Grant 
to General Lee. Johnston aclmowledged the terms to be 
both fair and liberal, but asked the consideration of additional 
facts. He suggested the treaty between Generals Grant and 
Lee had reference to a part only of the Confederate forces, 
whereas he proposed the present agreement should include 
aU the remaining armies of the Confederacy, and thus the war 
should be at an end. He admitted, frankly and candidly, 
there was no longer any ground for hope of success on the 
part of the Confederacy, " that the cause was lost," and that 
this admission included slavery, State rights, and every other 
claim for which the war had been inaugurated. And now he 
desired the fragments of the Confederate armies to preserve 
their company and regimental organizations, that they be 
marched to the States where t}ley belonged in such order that 
~hey might not be broken up into predatory bands, to overrun 
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the country and vex the inhabitants; and urged that that was 
the favorable occasion to inaugurate the beginning of a period 
of peace and good-will between all the people destined to live 
under the same Government. 

Sherman declared that while he honored the motives of 
Johnston, and would be most happy to promote the results 
suggested, he had grave doubts whether he, Johnston, had the 
power to make a binding treaty beyond the usual capitulation 
entered into by and between commanders of armies when one 
surrenders, on terms, to the other. And if the needed au
thority did exist, so far as Johnston was concerned, he, Sher
man, did not deem himself in possession of the necessary 
power to bind the Government of the United States to such 
terms. 

As to the first objection, the lack of power on his part, 
General Johnston replied that he felt sure he could satisfy 
General Sherman he had all necessary power in the premises, 
and suggested that the conference might be adjourned over 
until the next day, to enable him to confer with General 
Breckinridge, the Confederate secretary of war. And as to 
the second objection, he urged the repeated declarations of 
President Lincoln, that he was willing, at all times, to nego
tiate a peace with any person or persons who could control 
the Confederate armies. Finally, the convention was ad
journed until the next day at twelvo o'clock at the same place. 
On the same day General Sherman wrote a letter to Colonel 
Webster at Newbern, to be telegraphed to General Grant, as 
follows :

"I have returned from a point twenty-seven miles up the 
railroad, where I had a long interview with General Johnston, 
with a full and frank interchange of opinions. 

"He evidently seeks to make terms for Jeff. Davis and hil:! 
cabinet. 

"He wanted to consult again with Mr. Breckinridge at 
Greensboro', and I have agreed to meet him at noon to-mor
row at the same place. 
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",Ye lose nothing in time, us, by agreement, both , armies 
stand still; and the roads are drying up, so that if I am forced 
to pursue, will be able to make better speed. 

"There is great danger that the Confederate armies will 
dissolve, and fill the whole' land with robbers [\,lid assassins, 
and I think this is one of the difficulties that Johnston labors 
umler. 

"The assassination of Mr. Lincoln shows one of the ele
ments in the rebel army which will be almost as difficult to 
deal with as the main armies. Communicate substance of this 
to General Grant; and also, that if General Sheridan is march
ing down tIns way, to feel for me before striking the enemy. 

"I don't want Johnston's arnl)~ to break up into fragments." 

It will be remembered that during his hurried visit to City 
Point to confer with General Grant, General Sherman also had 
the good fortune to meet President Lincoln, and freely inter
change views with him. Any. one who knows any thing of the 
personal opinions and desires of 1'Iir. Lincoln, knows that, 
above all things, he desired an end, of the war on any terms 
that proposed a permanent peace. He was now, more than 
ever, impressed by the sacrifices and sufferings of the people 
on both sides of the contest. Here, in the neighborhood of 
Petersburg, he had seen war for the first time, and it har
rowed his generous soul to the very bottom. He walked over 
ground covered with the bodies of the' slain, more numerous 
than he could count or cared to count; he saw living men with 
broken heads and mangled forms, and heard the hopeless 
groans and piteous wails of the dying, whom no human ha.nd 
could save; he witnessed the bloody work of the surgeons
those carpenters and joiners of human frames-and saw a.m
putatedlegs and arms piled up in heaps to be carted away 
like the offal of a slaughter-house; and he turned from the 
horrid sight, exclaiming: "And this is waT-hor1·id waT-the 
tmde 0/ baTbarians!" And, appealing to his principal officers, 
he inquired: "Gentlemen, is there no way by wmch we can 
put a stop to tms fighting ?" 
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The President was in this frame of mind when General 
Sherman reported to him at City Point. He had infused the 
same feelin.g among all the officers who were neal' him. He 
was willing to recognize the existence of State governments, 
to convene rebel State legislatures, to confer with rebel State 
civil officers, and to exercise the pardoning power to the ut
most extent; in fact, to concede any thing that he could safely 
concede, and to do any thing that he could safely dio, to end 
the war and restore the supremacy of the Government of the 
United States. 

Deeply impressed with · these views, General Sherman re
turned to his command in North Carolina. 

On the 17th of April, the army was shocked by the appalling 
intelligence of President Lincoln's assassination on the evening 
of the 14th. The deep gloom wllich settled upon the hearts 
of men overshadowed a terrible determina.tion. If there were 
those in the South who did not thoroughly detest this infamous 
and cowardly act, for them there need be no appeal for mercy. 

Sherman at once announced the melancholy news to the 
army in the following general orders :

" HEADQUARTERS lIIn,I TARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the Field, Raleigh, April 17, 1865. 

SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, NO. 50. 
"The general commanding announces with pain and sorrow 

that, on the evening of the 14th instant, at the theatre in 
Washington City, his Excellency, the President of the United 
States, Mr. Lincoln, was assassinated by one who uttered the 
State motto of Vil:ginia. At the same time the secretary of 
state, Mr. Seward, whilst suffering from a broken arm, Was 
also stabbed by another murderer in his own house, but still 
survives, and his son was wounded, supposed fatally. 

"It is believed by persons capable of judging, that other 
high officers were designed to · share the same fate. Thus it 
seems that our enemy, despairing of meeting us in manly 
warfare, begin to resort to the assassin's tools. Your general 
does not wish you to infer that this is universal, for he knows 
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that the great mass of the Confederate army would scorn to 
sanction such acts, but he believes it the legitimate consequence 
of rebellion against rightful authority. We have met every 
phase which this war has assumed, and must now be prepared 
for it in its last and worst shape, that of assassins and guerril
las; but woe unto the people who seek to expend their wild 
passions in such a manner, for there is but one dread result. 

" By order of MAJOR-GENERAL W. T. SHERMAN. 
"L. M. DAYTON, Major and Asst. Adjt.·Gen." 

On the 18th of April negotiations were resumed. Aiter the 
first meeting General Sherman confened with his principal 
officers, all of ·whom favored a treaty on the basis proposed by 
Johnston. The course pUTsued at Richmond, the general tone 
and spirit of the newspaper press, private letters from home, 
all indicated a general spirit of amnesty and forgiveness. It 
is a singular fact that soldiers who suifer privation, wounds, 
and death in the cause of their country, are much more forgiv
ing, generous, and considerate towards theil' enemies than 
their friends at home, who live in comfort and read their 
patriotic sentiments reflected in the morning papers. Finally, 
the following memorandum, or basis of agreement, was drawn 
up by General Sherman himself, which, for the time being, 
was satisfactory to all present as a proposition to be submitted 
to the President of the United States for ratification or re
jection :

" Memorandum, or basis of agreement, made this, the 18th 
day of April, A. D. 1865, near Durham's Station, in the State 
of North Carolina, by and between General Joseph E. John
ston, commanding the Confederate army, and Major-General 
W. T. Sherman, commanding the Army of the United States, 
both present. 

"I. The contending armies now in the field to maintain the 
status quo until notice is given by the commanding general of 
anyone to his opponent, and reasonable time, say forty-eight 
hours, allowed. 
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"II. The Confederate armies now in existence to be dis
banded and conducted to their several State capitals, there to 
deposit their arms and public property in the State arsenal; 
and each officer and man to execute and file an agreement to 
cease from acts of war, and to abide the action of both State 
and Federal authorities. The number of arms and munitions 
of war to be reported to the chief of ordnance at Washington 
City, subject to the future action of the Congress of the United 
States, and in the mean time to be used solely to maintain 
peace and order within the borders of the States respectively. 

"III. The recognition by the executive of the United 
States of the several State governments, on their officers and 
legislatmes taking the oath prescribed by the constitution of 
the United States; and where conflicting State governments 
have resulted from the war, the legitimacy of all shall be sub
mitted to the Supreme Comt of the United States. 

"IV. The re-establishment of all Federal courts in the 
several States, with powers as defined by the const,itution and 
laws of Congress. 

"V. The people and inhabitants of all States to be guaran
teed, so far as the Executive can, their political rights and 
franchise, as well as their rights of person and property, as 
defined by the constitution of the United States and of the 
States respectively. 

"VI. The executive authority or Government of the United 
States not to disturb any of the people by reason of the late 
war, so long as they live in peace and quiet, and abstain from 
acts of armed hostility, and obey the laws in existence at the 
place of their residence. 

"VII. In general terms; it is announced that the war is to 
cease; a general amnesty, so far as the Executive of the United 
States can command, on condition of the disbandment of the 
Confederate armies, the distribution of arms, and the resump
tion of peaceful pursuits by officers and men hitherto compos· 
ing said armies . 

. "Not being fully empowered by our respective principals to 
fulfil these terms, we individually and officially pledge ourselves 
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to promptly obtain authority, and will endeavor to can-y (lut 
the above programme." 

Immedi'1l,tely General Sherman made his arrangements to 
send the agreement to Washipgton with all possible haste, o.nd 
wrote the following private letter of advice and explanation, 
di1:ected to both General Grant and General Halleck :

" I inclose herewith a copy of an agreement made this day 
between General Joseph E. Johnston and myself, which, if 
appToved by the United States, will produce peace from the 
Potomac to the Rio Grande. Mr. 13reckinridge was present 
at our confel'ence, in his capacity as major-general, and satis
fied me of the ability of General Johnston to carry out to the 
full extent the terms of the agreement; and if you will get the 
President to simply indorse the copy, and commission me to 
carry out the terms, I will follow them to the conclusion. 

" You will observe that it is an absolute submission of the 
enemy to the lawful authority of the United States, and dis
perses his armies absolutely; and the point to which I attach 
most importance is, that the dispersion and disbandment of 
these armies is done in such a manner ' as to prevent their 
breaking up into guerrilla bands. 

" On the other hand, we can retain just as much of our army 
as we please. I agreed to the mode and manner of the sur
render of arms set forth, as it gives the States the means of 
repressing guerrillas, which we could not expect them to do if 
we stripped them of all arms. 

"Both Generals Johnston and Breckinridge admitted that 
slavery was dead, and I could not insist on embracing it in 
such a paper, because it can be made with the States in detail. 
I know that all the men of substance South sincerely want 
peace, and I do not believe they will resort to war again 
during this century. I have no doubt but that they will in the 
future be pedectly subordinate to the laws of the United States. 

" The moment my action in this matter is approved, I can 
spare five corps, and will ask for orders to leave General Scho
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field here with the Tenth Corps, and to march myself with the 
Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, Twentieth, and Twenty
third corps viet Burkesville and Gordonsville to Frederick or 
Hagerstown, there to be paid and mustered out. 

"The question of finance is now the chief one, and every 
soldier and officer not needed should be got home at work 
I wouldlike to be able to begin the march north by May 1st. 
I urge on the part of the President speedy action, as it is im
pOl·taut to get the Confederate armies to their homes as well 
as our own." 

On the same day General Sherman wrote the following pri
vate note to General Halleck in regard to the assassination of 
Mr. Lincoln, ancT the man Clark, supposed to have been de
tailed to murder himself :

"GE:NERAL-I received your dispatch describing the man 
Clark detailed to assassinate me. He had better be in a hurry, 
or he will be too late. 

" The news of Mr. Lincoln's death produced a most intense 
effect on our troops. At first I feared it would lead to ex
cesses, but now it has softened down, and can easily be 
guided. 

"None evinced more feeling than General Johnston, who 
admitted that the act was calculated to stain his cause with a 
dark hue. And he contended that the loss was most serious 
to the people of the South, who had begun to realize that Mr. 
Lincoln ·was the best friend the South had. 

"I cannot believe that even Mr. Davis was privy to the 
diabolical plot; but think it the emanation of a set of young 
men at the South, who are very devils. I want to throw upon 
the South the care of this class of men, who will soon be as 
obnoxious to their industrial classes as to us. 

H Had I pushed Johnston's army to an extremity, these 
would have dispersed, and would have done infinite mischief." 

All things being now ready, Major Hitchcock. a staff-officer, 
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was sent forward with directions to keep his own counsel; to 

proceed as fast as possible direct to ,Vashington, and deliver 


. his charge to the new President, await his pleasure, and re
' turn with his answer. The messenger arrived at Washington 
at a moment ill suited to the favorable consideration of liberal 
terms of peace. Mr. Lincoln had been Clllelly murdered by 
a dastardly wretch in the supposed employ of the rebel gov
ernment; another conspirator had stealthily entered the 
domicil of Mr. Seward, who was then ill and helpless in his 
bed, and, after hewing his way over the prostrate forms of the 
attendants of the sick-chamber and of the members of the 
family present, to the bedside of the helpless minister, pOlmced 
upon him with all the ferocity of a fiend with a purpose to 
destroy his life. It had been discovered that the conspiracy 
not only compassed the life of Mr. Lincoln and :Mr. Seward, 
but that of other high officials of the Government, and in the 
army as well. Such indignation was never felt in this country 
before; and the sorrow experienced by reason of the death of 
the great and good Mr. Lincoln, as all were wont now to call 
him, was sp<:lntaneol1s, deep, and universal. Every head was 
bowed down, every- heart was sad, and every mind was occu
pied with thoughts of the awful crime. 

It was under such circumstances that the newly inaugurated 
President and the panic-stricken members of the old cabinet 
met to break the package sent by General Sherman, and to 
deliberate on terms of peace! 

The document was read, but a funeral sermon woulc1 have 
sounded better. Every paragraph, every line, and every word 
of the unfortunate document, when read by the light of sur
rounding circumstances, and listened to by men in such frame 
of mind, appeared like an apmesty for unpardonable sins, .and 
a pardon in advance for the assassins. Nay more, the liberal 
spirit of the soldier which pervaded the entire document, so 
discordant with the sentiment of the hour, was suggestive of 
complicity with treason itself. Under the circumstances, any 
terms short of utter annihilation of all rebels and rebel sym
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pathizers, were not to be considered for t1 moment. Peace 
itself was treason, and only vengeance loyalty. 

It was the desire of the secretary of war,Mr. Stanton, to 
relieve General Sherman from command at once, but Gen
eral Grant, who was present at the cabinet meeting, himself 
volunteered to take the answer of the President to General 
Sherman; and to him was accordingly confided full control 
and discretion in the matter. 

General Grant proceeded at once to North Oarolina, ana on 
the evening of tho 23d arrived at Morehead Oity, whence he 
sent word to General Sherman that the tmce with Johnston 
had been disapproved, and notified him of the contents of the 
following letter of instructions from the secretary of war :

"WAR DEPARTMENT, 

"Washington City, April 21, 1865. 

"GENERAL--The memorandum or basis agreed upon between 
General Sherman and General Johnston having been submit
ted to the President, they are disapproved. You will give no
tice of the disapproval to General Sherman, and direct him to 
resume hos.tilities at the earliest moment. 

"The instructions given to you by the late President, Abra
ham Lincoln, on the 3d of March, by my telegram of that date 
addressed to you, express substantially the views of President 
Andrew Johnson, and will be observed by General Sherman. 
A copy is herewith appended. 

"The President desires that you proLeed immediately to 
the headquarters of General Sherman, and direct operations 
against the enemy. 

" Yours truly, 
" EDWIN M. STANTON, 

"Secretary of War. 
"To LIEUTENANT·GENERAL GRANT." 

This dispatch was received on the morning of the 24th. 
General Sherman instantly gave notice to General Johnston 
as follows :

26 
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" You will take notice that the truce or suspension of hos
tilities agreed to between us on the 18th instant will close in 
forty-eight hours after this is received at your lines." 

At the same time he wrote :

"I have replies from Washington to my communications of 
the 18th. I am instructed to limit my operations to your im
mediate command, and not attempt civil negotiations. I 
therefore demand the surrender of your army on the same 
terms as were given to General Lee at Appomattox, Va., on 
the 9th April, instant, purely and simply." 

Within an hour after the reception of General Grant's dis
patch, a courier was riiling ",lith all haste towards Dmham's 
Statioll with this notice and demand for General Johnston. 
Immediately on the return of the messenger, General Sherman 
issued o~'ders to his troops terminating the truce on the 26th, 
at twelve o'clock IlL, and ordered all to be in readiness to 
march at that time, on routes previously prescribed in the 
special field-orders of April 14th, from positions held April 
18th. These dispositions were already made when General 
Grant arrived at Raleigh. He then informed General Sher
man that he had orders from the President to direct all mili
tary movements, and General Sherman explained to him the 
exact position of the troops. General Grant W,1,S so well satis
fied with the situation, that he concluded not to interfere with 
the arrangements ah'eady made, and to leave their execution 
in the hands of General Sherman. 

As for General Johnston, he was powerless; he could nei
ther fight nor retreat. He must either disperse his army or 
surrender it on the terms proposed. On the 25th he invited 
General Sherman to another conference, with a view to sur
render. It was now the province of General Grant to take 
the lead in the negotiations, but he preferred that the entire 
business should be consummated by General Sherman. Nev
ertheless, he recommended and even mged Genp.ral Sherman 
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to afford General Johnston another interview, which was finally 
appointed to take place at the hour designated for the termi

) 
nation of the truce. 

At this conference fina~ terms were soon concluded, and the 
second grand army of the Confederacy was surrendered to the 
power of the United States upon the following terms ;

II "Terms of a military convention entered into this twenty-sixth (26th) dny of 
April, 1865, at Bennett's honse, near Durham's Station, North Carolina, be· 
tween General Joseph E. Johnston, commanding the Confederate Army, 
and Major-General IV. T. Sherman, commanding the United States Army in 
North Carolina. 

" All acts of war on the part of the troops under General 
Johnston':;; command to cease from this date. All arms and 
public property to be deposited at Greensboro', and delivered 
to an ordnance officer of the United St.ates Army. Rolls of 
all officers and men to be made in duplicate, one copy to be 
retained by the commander of the troops, and the other to bo 
given to an officer to be designated by General Sherman. 
Each officer and man to give his individual obligation in wri
ting not to take up arms against the Government of the United 
States until properly released from this obligation The side
arms of officers, and their private horses and baggage, to be 
retained by them. 

" TIllS being done, all the officers and men will be permitted 
to return to their homes, not to be disturbed by the United 
States authorities so long as they observe their obligations 
and the laws in force where they may reside. 

"W. T. SHERl\[AN, Major-General, 
"Commanding the Army of the United States in 

North Carolina. 

"J. E. JOHNSTON, General, 
"Commanding Confederate States Army 

in North Carolina. 

" Appi'oved: U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General. 

" RALEIGH, N. C., April 26, 1865." 
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General Sherman says, in his report :

" And although undue importance has lJeen given to the so
called negotiations which preceded it, and a rebuke and public 
disfavor cast on me wholly unwarranted by the facts, I rejoice 
in saying it was accomplished without further ruin and de
vastation to the country; without the loss of a single life of 
those gallant men who had followed me from the Mississippi 
to the Atlantic; and without subjecting brave men to the un
gracious task of pursuing a fleeing foe that did not wish to 
fight. And I challenge the instance, during the last four years, 
when an armed and defiant foe stood before me, that I did not 
go in for a fight; and I would blush for shame if I had ever 
struck or insulted a fallen foe." 

It will now become necessary to recur to events transpiring 
at Washington and Richmond during the absence of the lieu
tenant-general. 
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OHAPTER XXXII. 

connESPOl\'DENCE DURING THE TRUCE. 

IN order to a more perfect understanding of the 'intentions 
of the framers of the original memorandum of agreement, in 
proposing and consenting to the terms of the armistice, it is 
now necessary to refer to the correspondence that took place 
during the period that intervened between the signature of the 
agreement by General Sherman and General Johnston on the 
18th of April, 1865, and tbe night of the 23d of the same month, 
when General Sherman received the first notification that the 
Government had refused to ratify his action. 

Immediately on signing the truce, Sherman dispatched the 
following ~rder, by a :flag of truce, through the lines of the 
Oonfederate army to General Stoneman, commanding the 
cavah'y in Johnston's rear;

"GE!\'EnAL--General Johnston and I have agreed to maintain 
a tmce in the nature of stat7t quo, by which each agrees to 
stand fast till certain propositions looking to a general peace 
are referred to our respective principals. You may, therefore, 
cease hostilities, but supplies may come to me near Raleigh. 

"Keep your command well in hand, and approach Durham's 
Station or Ohapel Hill, and I will supply you by our railroad. 
As soon as you reach the outer pickets report to me in person 
or by telegraph." 

This was indorsed by General Johnston for the guidance of 
his troops, as follows ;
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"The above order is given by agreement between Major
General Sherman and myself. The march of Major-General 
Stoneman's command under it is not to be interfered with by 
Confederate troops. 

" J. E. JOHNSTON, 

" General." 

At the same time the following communication was dis
patched, through the same channels, addressed to the com
manding general of the armies of the United States in 
Virginia:

"GENEnAL-I have agreed with General Joseph E. Johnston 
for a temporary cessation of active hostilities, to enable me to 
lay before our Government at "rashington the agreement made 
between us, with the full sanction of Mr. Davis, and in the 
presence of Mr. Breckinridge, for the disbandment of all the 
armies of the Confederacy from here to the Rio Grande. 

" If any of your forces are moving towards Johnston, I beg 
you to check them where they are, or at the extremity of any 
raih'oad where they may be supplied, until you receive orders 
from.General Grant, or lmtil I notify you that the agreemellt 
is at an end and hostilities resumed." 

On the 19th, orders were sent to General Gillmore to cease 
active operations in South Carolina. 

"You may now recall General Hatch to the Santee," Sher
man wrote to General Gillmore. "Keep pickets about 
Branchville and the Santee Bridge, and await the further de
velopments. I have no doubt that a general surrender of all 
the Confederate armies is arranged, and only awaits a con
firmation from Washington. All is well with us and every
where." 

Thus far,however, no measures lui-d been taken to check the 
devastation caused by the bold "-.ilson's unembarrassed raid 
through Georgia and Alabama. General Johnston, therefore, 
wrote to General Sherman as foUows :
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"GREENSBORO', April 19, 1865. 

"GENEnAL-As your troops are moving from the coast to
wards the interior of South Carolina, and from Columbus 
towards ]\facon, Georgia, I respectfully suggest that yon send 
copies of your orders announcing the suspension of hostilities 
for transmittal to them, supposing the interior route to be the 
shortest. 

" Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"J. E. JOHNSTON, 

"General C. S. A." 

To this General Sherman replied on the 20th:

" GENERAL-At your request I send you, by Major Saunders, 
several written and printed copies of an order I have made to 
this army, lYhich announces the cessation of hostilities, etc. I 
dispatched a steamer from Morehead City yesterday, for 
Charleston, with orders to General Gillmore to cease all acts 
of destruction, public or private, and to draw Generals Hatch 
and Potter back of the frontier. Also, by half-past eleven A. 1If. 

yesterday, Major Hitchcock was on a fleet steamer at More
head City, carrying a request to General Meade to check tho 
movement of his army on Danville and Weldon; so that I 
hope your people will be spared in the Carolinas. But I am 
apprehensive of "Wilson, who is impetuous and rapid. If you 
will send by telegraph and courier a single word, h.3 will stop, 
and then the inclosed order will place his command at a 
point convenient to our supplies. 

"I send yon a late paper, showing that in Virginia the State 
authorities are ac1rnowledged and invited to resume their law· 
ful functions." 

On the 20th, while this dispatch was on the way, Wilson ap
peared before Macon and demanded the surrender of the city. 
Being informed by the commanding officer of the existence of 
the armistice, he sent the following dispatch, uncleI' flag of 
trnce, to be telegraphed to Sherman :
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" To MAJOR-GENERAL W. T. SHERMAN, 

Through headquarters C!f GENERAL BEAUREGARD: 

" My advance received the sUl'render of this city with its 
garrison this evening. General Cobb had preyiously sent me, 
under a flag of truce, a copy of the telegram from General 
Beauregard, declaring the existence of an armistice between 
all the troops under yo~rr command and those of General 
Johnston. Without questioning the authority of this dispatch, 
or its application to my command, I could not communicate 
orders in time to prevent the capture. I shall therefore hold 
the garrison, including Major-Generals Cobb and G. W. Smith 
and Brigadier-General McCall, prisoners of war. 

" Please send me orders. I shall remain bere a reasonable 
length of time to hear from you. 

"J. H. WILSON, 

"Brevet Major-General U. S. A." 

This dispatch was transmitted by telegraph by General 
Beauregard to General Johnston, and by the latter forwarded 
through General Wade Ha'mpton, by flag of truce, to its des
tination, accompanied by the following letter from General 
Johnston :- . 

• 
"HEADQUAl!TEnS AnMY OF THE TENNESSEE; 

April 21, 1865-9.30 A. M. 

"]\iAJOR-GENERAL W. T. SHERMAN, 

Care LmUTENANT-GENEHAL HAJ)IPTON, via Hillsboro' : 

!' I transmit a dispatch, just received by telegraph from 
Major-General Wilson, United States Army. Should you de
sire to give the orders asked for in the same manner, I bog 
you to send them to me through Lieutenant-General Hamp
ton's office. 

"I hope that, for the sake of expedition, you are willing to 
take this course. I also send, for your information, a copy of 
a dispatch'received from Major-General Cobb. 

"J. E. JOHNSTON." 

With this letter General Johnston also transmitted a copy 

http:1865-9.30


CORRESPONDENCE DURING THE TRUCE. 4C9 

of the following telegram from Major-General Howell Cobb, 
commanding the Confederate troops at Macon :

l/ To GENERAL G. T. BEAUREGAnD: 
"On receipt of your dispatch at eleven o'clock to-day, I 

sent a flag of truce to General Wilson, with copy of the same, 
and informing him that I had issued orders to carry out armis
tice, desisting from military operations. The flag met the 
advance fourteenmil.es from the city. Before hearIng from it 
the advance moved on the city, and having moved my picket, 
were in the city before I was aware of their approach. 

" An unconditional surrender was demanded, to which I was 
forced to submit, under protest. General Wilson has since 
arrived, and holds the city and garrison as captured, notwith
standing my protest. He informs me he will remain in his 
present pos,ition a reasonable length of time to hear from his 
dispatch to General Sherman, sent to yom' care. 

"HO"\\'ELL ConB, 
" Major-General." 

Shemlan immediately issued the follo'wing orders to General 
Wilson, and caused them to be transmitted through the same 
channels by which he had received the report of that officer:

" HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TIlE MISSISSII'PI, 

In tho Field, Raleigh, N. C., April 21, 1865. 

"GENERAL JAMES H. WILSON, . • 
Oommanding Cavalry Division JJfississippi, JJfacon, Ga.: 

"GENERAIr-.A. suspension of hostilities was agreed on be
tween General Johnston and myself, on Tuesday, April 18, at 
twelve noon. I want that agreement religiou!=lly observed, and 
you may release. the generals captured at Macon. Occupy 
ground convenient, and contract for supplies for your com
mand, and forbear any act of hostility until you hear or have 
reason to believe hostilities are resumed. In the mean time, 
it is also agreed the position of the enemy must not be altered 
to our prejudice. 

http:fourteenmil.es
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"You know by this time that General Lee has surr!3ndered 
to General Grant the rebel Army of Northern ViI-ginia, and 
that I only await the sanction of the President to conclude 
terms of peace coextensive with the boundaries of the United 
States. You will shape your conduct on this knowledge, un
less you have overwhelming proof to the contrary." 

At the same time Sherman wrote to General J ohns
ton:

"GEh'ERAIr--I send you a letter for General Wilson, which, 
if sent by telegraph and courier, will check his career. He 
may distrust the telegraph, therefore better send the original, 
for he cannot mistake my handwriting, with which he is fa
miliar. He seems to have his blood up, and will be hard to 
hold. If he can buy corn, fodder, and rations down about 
Fort Valley, it will obviate the necessity of his going up to 
Rome or Dalton. 

" It is reported to me from Cairo that Mobile is in our pos
session, but it is not minute or official. 

"General Baker sent in to me, wanting to surrender his 
command, on the theory that the whole Confederate nrmy was 
surrenderell. I explained to him, or his staff-officer, the exact 
truth, and left him to act as he thought proper. He seems to 
have disbanded his men, deposited a few arms about twenty 
miles from here, and himself awaits your action. I will not 
hold him, his men, or arms subject to any condition other than 
the :final one we may agree on. 

"I shall look for Major Hitchcock back from 'Washington 
on Wednesday, and shall promptly notify you of the result. 
By the action of General Weitzel in relation to the Virginia 
Legislature, I feel certain we will have no trouble on the score 
of recognizing existing Sta goyernmenis. It may be the 
lawyers 'will want us to define more minutely what is meant 
by the guarantee of rights of person and property. It may 
be construed into a compact for us to undo the past as to the 
rights of slaves and' leases of plantations' on the Mississippi, 
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of 'vacant and abandoned' plantations. I wish you would 
talk to the best men you have on these points; and, if pos
sible, let us in our final convention make these points so clear 
as to leave no room for angry controversy. 

"I believe if the South would simply and publicly declare 
what we all feel, that slavery is dead, that you would inaugu
rate an era of peace and prosperity that would soon efface the 
ravages of the past 'four years of war. Negroes would remain 
in the South, and afford you abundance of cheap labor, which 
otherwise will be driven away; and it will save the country 
the senseless discussions which have kept us all in hot water 
for fifty years. 

" Although, strictly speaking, this is no subject for a mili
tary convention, yet I am honestly convinced that our simple 
declaration of a result ~vill be accepted as good law every
where. Of course, I have not a single word from 'Washington 
on this or any other point of our agTeement, but I know the 
effect of such a step by us will be universally accepted." 

Johnston immediately Teplied, suggesting a modification of 
Shennan's orders to Wilson:

"HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TJ1E TE1'<"1<"ESSEE, 

" April 22, 1805-2.30 P. u. 

" MAJOll-GENEllAL W. T. SHEllMAN, 

Oommanding U. 8. Fm'cc8, Ralcigh, N. 0.: 

"Your telegram to brevet Major-General 'Wilson is just re
ceived. I respectfully suggest that the sentence, 'In the 
mean time it is also agreed that the position of the enemy's 
forces must not be altered to our prejudice,' be so modified as 
to read, 'In the mean time it is also agreed that the position 
of the forces of neither benigerent shall be altered to the pre
judice of the other;' and on this principle you direct Major
General 'Vilson to withdraw from Macon and release its 
garrison. 

"J. E. JOHNSTON, 

General." 

http:1805-2.30
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To this General Sherman felt impelled to decline' acceding, 
and accordingly answer~d on the 23d :

" GEhTEUAL-Your communication of twenty minutes past two 
p. j)f. of )'esterday is received. My line of communication with 
General Wilson is not secure enough for me to confuse him by a 
change in mere words. Of course the status quo is mutual; but 
I leave him to apply it to his case accordip,g to his surroundings. 
I 'would not instruct him to undo all done by him between the 
actual date of our agreement and the time the knowledge of it 
reached him. I beg, therefore, to leave him free to apply the 
rule to bis own case. Indeed, I have almost exceeded the 
bounds of prudence in checking him without the means of di
rect communication, and only did so on my absolute faith in 
your personal character. 

" I inclose a dispatch for General Wilson, in cipher, which, 
translated, simply advises him to keep his command well to
gether, and to act according to the best of his ability, doing 
as little harm to the country as possible, until he knows hos
tilities are resumed." 

Meanwhile, General Sherman had received, through Gen
eral Johnston, a dispatch written in the cipher of the War 
Department, and on causing it to be translated, read as 
follows:

"HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, MILITARY DIVTSII)N 

OF THE MISSISSIPPI, Macon, Ga., April 21, 1865. 

"MAJOU-GEhTERAL W. T. SHERMAN, 
Through GENERAL JOHNSTON: 

" Your dispatch of yesterday is received. I shiJ,ll at once 
proceed to carry out your instructions. If proper arrange

' ments can be made to ha;ve sugar, coffee, and clothing sent 
from Savannah to Augusta, they can be brought thither by 
the way of Atlanta by railroad, or they can be sent by boat 
directly to this place from Darien. I shall be able to get for
age, hread, and meat from Southeastern Georgia. The rail
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road from Atlanta to Dalton or Cleveland cannot be repaired 
in three months. I have arranged to send an officer at once, 
via Eufala, to General Canby, with a copy of yom dispatch. 
General Cobb will also notify General Taylor of the armistice. 
I have about three thollsand prisoners of war, including Gen
erals O'obb, Smith, McCall, Mercer, and Robertson. Can you 
arrange with General Johnston for their immediate release? 
Please answer at once. I shall start a staff-officer to you to
morrow. 

"J. H. WILSON, 

"Brevet Major-General commanding." 

He immediately replied as follows, on the 23d :

" Cipher dispatch received. There is a general suspension 
of hostilities, awaiting the assent of our new President to cer
tain civil points before making a final military convention of 
peace. Act according to your own good sense until you are 
certain the war is over. Keep possession of some key-point 
that will secure your present advantages, rest your men and 
horses, and in a few days you will receive either positive in
formation of peace, or may infer the contrary. My messenger 
should be back from Washington to-morrow." 

On the 22d, Sherman reported his action as follows to Lieu
tenant-General Grant, sending the dispatch by telegraph to 
Morehead City to be forwarded by a fleet steamer to Fort 
Monroe, and thence telegraphed to Washington :

" General Wilson held Macon on the 20th, with Howell Cobb, 
G. W. Smith, and others as prisoners; but they claimed the 
benefit of my armistice, and he has telegraphed to me through 
the rebel lines for orders. I have answered him that he may 
draw out of Macon, and hold his command for further orders, 
unless he has reason to believe that the rebels are changing 
the status to our prejudice. A brigade of rebels offered to sm
render to me yesterday; but I prefer to make one grand finale, 
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which I believe to be perfectly practicable. There will be no 
trouble in adjusting matters in North Carolina, Georgia, and 
Alabama, and I think South Carolina ought to be satisfied, 
with Charleston and Columbia in ruins. All we await is an 
answer from you and the President. Weather fine; roads 
good. Troops ready for fight or home." 

On the 23d, he wrote to Generals Johnston and Hardee:

"I send a bundle of papers for you jointly. These are tho 
latest. Telegraph dispatches are here to 19th. Young Fred. 
Seward is alive, having been subjected to the trepan, and may 
possibly recover. 

"There appears no doubt the murder of Mr. Lincoln was 
done by Booth, and the attempt on Mr. Seward by Surratt, 
who is in custody. All will sooner or later be caught. The 
feeling North on this subject is more intense than any thing 
that ever occurred before. General Ord, at Richmond, has 
recalled the permission given for the Virginia Legislature, 
and I fear much the assassination of the President will give a 
bias to the popular mind which, in connection with the desire 
of our politicians, may thwart our purpose of recognizing 
, existing local governments.' But it does seem to me there 
must be good sense enough left on this continent to give order 

, and shape to the now disjointed elements of government. r 
believo this assassination of Mr. Lincoln will do the cause 01 

the South more harm than any event of the war, both at home 
and abroad, and I doubt if the Confederate military authori
ties had any more complicity with it than I had. I am thus 
frank with you, and have asserted as much to the War De
partment. But I dare not say as much for Mr. Davis or some 
of the civil functionaries, for it seems the plot was 'fixed for 
March 4th, but delayed, awaiting some instructions from 
'Richmond.' You will find in the newspapers I send you, all 
the information I have on this point. 

"Major Hitchcock should be back to-morrow, and if any 
delay occurs it will result n:om the changed feeling about 

I 
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Washington, arising from this new and unforeseen complica
tion." 

On the night of the 23d, Major Hitchcock returned from 
Washington with the dispatches which we read in the pre
ceding chapter, and Lieutenant-General Grant arrived in per
son to direct operations. 

On the 25th General Sherman wrote to Admiral Dahlgren :-

"I expect Johnston will surrender his army to-morrow. 
We have had much negotiation, and things are settling down 
to the term·s of General Lee's army. 

"Jeff. Davis and cabinet, with considerable specie, are mak
ing their way towards Cuba. He passed Charlotte going 
south on the 23d, and I think he will try to reach Florida 
coast, either Cedar Keys or lower down. Catch him if you 
can. Can't you watch the east coast and send word round to 
the west coast? 

" Copy for General Gillmore, who has the cipher." 

And on May 2d he wrote to General Thomas:

" Captain Hasea is here en route for Nashville, from General 
Nelson, now at Macon. He got possession of that place just 
as he learned of the suspension of hostilities that preceded the 
final surrender of Johnston's army at Greensboro'. I have sent 
word to General Nelson to parole his prisoners there on the 
same terms as prescribed to Johnston and Lee, and to return 
to the neighborhood of Decatur, Alabama, and then report to 
you or me. I came to Savannah from Raleigh to send stores 
up to Augusta by boat for Nelson, and to take steps to occupy 
Augusta. 

" I will have much to tell you, at some future time, of the 
details of my negotiations with Johnston, which have been 
misconstrued by the people at the North; but I can afford to 
let them settle down before telling all the truth. At my first 
interview with Johnston he admitted the Confederate causo 
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was lost, and that it would be murder for him to allow any 
more conflicts; but he asked me to help him all I could to 
prevent his army and people breaking up into guerrilla bands. 
I deemed that so desirable, that I did make terms, subject 
to the approval of the President, which may be deemed too 
liberal. But the more I reflect, the more satisfied I am that 
by dealing with the people of the South magnanimously we 
will restore four-fifths of them at once to the condition of good 
citizens, leaving us only to deal with the remainder. But my 
terms were not approved, and Johnston's present slUTender 
only applies to the troops in his present command, yiz., east 
of Chattahoochee. 

"The boat is in motion, and I write with great difficulty, 
and will wait a more convenient season to give you fuller de
tails," 
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OHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE REJECTED AGREEMENT. 

ON the 22d day of April the secretary of war, Mr. Stanton, 
caused to be prepared and published in the daily newspapers 
of the city of New York the following bulletin ;

" MAJOR-Gm,'ERAL Drx, New York: 

"Yesterday evening a bearer of dispatches arrived here from 
General Sherman. An agreement for a suspension of hostili
ties, and a memorandum of what is called' a basis of peace,' 
had been entered into on the 18th instant, by General Sher
man with the rebel General Johnston, the rebel General Breck
inridge being present at the conference. 

" A cabinet meeting was held at eight o'clock in the even
ing, at which the action of General Sherman was disapproved 
by the President, by the secretary of war, by General Grant, 
and by every member of the cabinet. General Sherman was 
ordered to resume hostilities immediately, and he was directed 
that the instructions given by the late President, in the follow
ing te1egram, which was penned by Mr. Lincoln himself, at the 
Oapitol, on the night of the 3d of March, were approved by 
President Andrew Johnson, and were reiterated to govern the 
action of military commanders. 

" On the night of the 3d of March, while President Lincoln 
and his cabinet were at the Oapitol, a telegram from General 
Grant was brought to the secretary of war, informing him 
that General Lee had asked for a conference to make arrange
ments for terms of peace. The letter of General Lee was pub
lished in a message of Davis to the rebel Oongress. Gene-.:al 

27 

., 
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Grant's telegram was submitted to Mr. Lincoln, who, aftel 
pondering a few minutes, took up his pen, and wrote with/his 
own hand the following reply, which he submitted to the secre
tary of state and the secretary of war. It was then dated, ad
dressed, and signed by the secretary of war, and telegraphed 
to General Grant. 

"I WASHINGTON, March 3, 1865-12.80 P. K • 

. • LmUTENANT-GENERAL GRANT: 

... 'fhe President directs me to say to you that he wishes you to have no con· 
ference with General Lee, unless it be for the capituhltion of General Lee's 
army, or some minor and purely military matters. He instructs me to say you 
are not to decide or confer upon any political questions. Such questions the 
President holds in his own hands, and will submit them to no military confer
ence or conditions. Meantime you are to press to the utmost your military 

. advantages. 
" • EDWIN M. STANTON, 

" , Secretary of War.' 

"The orders of General Sherman to General Stoneman to 
withdraw from Salisbury and join him, will probably open the 
way for Davis to escape to Mexico, or Europe, with his plun
der, which is reported to be very large, including not only the 
plunder of the Richmond banks, but previous accumulations. 
A dispatch received by this department from Richmond says: 

'" It is stated here by respectable parties, that the amount 
of specie taken south by Jefferson Davis and his partisans is 
very large, including not only the plunder of the Richmond 
banks, but previous accumulations. They hope, it is said, to 
make terms with Sherman, or some other Southern com
mander, by which they will be permitted, with their effects, 
including the gold plunder, to go to Mexico or Europe. John
ston's negotiations look to this end.' 

" After the cabinet meeting last night, General Grant started 
for North Carolina, to direct future operations against John
ston's army. 

"EDWIN M. STANTON, 

"Secretary of War.' 

To this dispatch was appended in the newspapers the fol
lowing remarks :
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"It is reported that this proceec1ing of General Sherman 
was disapproved for the following, among other reaso~s :

"First.-It was an exercise of authority not vested in Gen
eral Sherman, and on its face shows that both he and John
ston knew that General Sherman had no authority to enter 
into any such arrangement. 

"Second.-It was an acknowledgment of the rebel govern
ment. 

"Third.-It is understood to re-establish rebel State gov
ernments that had been overthrown at the sacrifice of many 
thousanc1s of loyal li';es and immense treasure, and placed 
arms and munitions of war in the hands of rebels, at their 
respective capitals, which might be used as soon as the armies 
of the Unitec1 States were disbanded, and used to conquer and 
subdue loyal States. 

"Fourth.-By the restoration of the rebel authority in their 
respective States, they would be enabled to re-establish sla
very. 

"Fifth.-It might furnish a ground of responsibility, by the 
Federal Government, to pay the rebel debt, and certainly sub
jects loyal citizens of the rebel States to debts contractec1 by 
rebels in the name of the States. 

"Sixth.-It put in dispute the existence of loyal State 
governments, and the new State of Western Virginia, which 
had been recognized by every department of the United States 
Government. 

"Seventh.-It practically abolished the confiscation laws, 
and relieved rebels of every c1egree who had slaughtered our 
p()ople from all pains and penalties for their crimes. 

" Eighth.-It gave terms that had been deliberately, repeat
eilly, anc1 solemnly rejected by President Lincoln, and better 
terms than the rebels had ever asked in their most prosperous 
condition. 

" Ninth.-It formed no basis of true and lasting peace, but 
relieved the rebels from the pressure of our victories, and left 
them in condition to renew their effort to overthrow the United 
States GoYemmont, and subdue the loyal States, whenever 
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their strength was recruited, and any opportunity should 
offer." 

The agreement between General Sherman and General 
.Tohnston was in perfect accord with President Lincoln's pol
icy at that time, so far as it was known to his generals or the 
public. The telegram dated 3d of March, and sent by Mr. 
Stanton to General Grant, was a special instruction intended 
to govern the conduct of General Grant alone at that particu
lar time and in that particular case. It was not communicated 
to General Sherman for his guidance, and was wholly unknown 
to him. Whatever may have been the reasons for that in
struction, it was entirely ignored a month afterwards by Mr. 
Lincoln himself. Aiter Lee's surrender, Mr. Lincoln concluded 
to recognize the existing Legislature of Virginia, and author
ized the then military commandant at Richmond to permit it 
to assemble. On the 6th day of April, while at City Point, he 
made this memorandum and handed it to Senator Wilkinson, 
who delivered it to General Weitzel on the 7th :

"MA.JOR-GENERAL WEITZEL, Richmond, Virginia: 

"It has been intimated to me that the gentlemen who have 
acted as the Legislature of Virginia, in support of the rebel
lion, may now desire to assemble at Richmond and take meas
ures to withdraw the Virginia troops and other support from 
resistance to the General Government. 1£ they attempt it, 
give them permission and protection, until, if at all, they at
tempt some action hostile to the United States, in which case 
you will notify them, give them reasonable time to leave, and 
at the end of which time arrest any who remain. Allow Judge 
Campbell to see this, but do not make it public. 

"Yours, etc., 
"A. LINCOLN." 

General Weitzel, so authorized, approved a call for the 
meeting of the Legislature at Richmond on the 11th. The 
call was in these words :
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" The undersigned, members of the Legislature of the State 
of Virginia, in connection with a number of citizens of the 
State, whose n:1mes are attached to this paper, in view of the 
evacuation of the city of Richmond by the Confederate gov
ernment and its occupation by the military authorities of the 
United States, the sUlTender of the Army of Northern Vir
ginia, and the suspension of the jurisdiction of the civil power 
of the State, are of the opinion that an immediate meeting of 
the General Assembly of the State is called for by the exigen
cies of the situation. The consent of the military authorities 
of the United States to a session of the Legislature in Rich
mond, in connection with the governor and lieutenant-governor, 
to their free deliberation upon the public affairs, and to the 
ingTess and departure of all its members under safe conduct, 
has been obtained. 

"The United States authorities will afford transportation 
from any point und61' .their control to any of the persons before 
mentioned. 

"The matters to be submitted to the Legislature are the 
restoration of peace to the State of Virginia, and the adjust
ment of the questions, involving life, liberty, and property, 
that have arisen in the State as a consequence of war. 

" We, therefore, earnestly request the governor, lieutenant
governor, and members of the Legislature to repair to this 
city by the 25th of April, instant. 

" We understand that full protection to persons and prop
erty will be afforded in the State, and we recommend to 
peaceful citizens to remain at thei: homes and pursue their 
usual avocations with confidence that they will not be inter
rupted. 

" We earnestly solicit the attendance in Richmond, on or 
before the 25th of April!, instant, of the following persons, 
citizens of Virginia, to confer with us as to the best means of 
restoring peace to the State of Virginia. We have secured safe 
conduct from the military authorities of the United States for 
them to enter the city and depart without molestation." 
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'The foregoing was published in the Richmond papers on the. 
12th, and announced ~ hand-bills, posted in all conspicuous 
places. On the same day the Richmond Whig contained the 
following editorial article, congratulating the country on this 
pleasing state of things:

"It is understood that this invitation has been put forth in 
pursuance of the plan of proceeding assented to by President 
Lincoln. At all events, it wi1l be hailed by the great body of 
the people of Virginia as the first step towards the 1'einstatement 
0/ the Old Dominion in the Union. It is probable that some of 
the members of the Legislature may decline to come. In 
every such case the people of the county or senatorial district 
should select some influential and intelligent citizen, who is 
willing to take part in this business, and commission him, as 
far as they can, to represent them at the conference. 

" The views and purposes of the members of the Legislature 
should be ascertained at once. Everyone can foresee diffi
culties in the way of formal action: in the beginning several 
complex questions are to be met at the threshold; but" where 
there is a will there is a way," and whatever the difficulties 
presented, the important business must be undertaken. 

"In this connection we may say that the recent interview 
between the President and Judge Campbell related to the res
toration of peace in all the States, and not to Virginia alone, 
as might be inferred from the brief notice of the' consultation 
of citizens' published in the Whig of Saturday. Whilst every 
one will rejoice at the restoration of peace and prosperity in . 
all the States, we cannot refrain from the expression of the 
hope that the public men who are to take part in the reinstate
ment of Virginia to her ancient position in the sisterhood of 
States, will address themselves to that business without un
necessary delay. Virginia was not consulted nor waited for 
when secession became the determined policy of the' cotton 
States,' and there is no sound reason why 'co-operation' 
with them, in accepting the President's terms of peace, should 
be the nue of proceeding now. Let Virginia lead the way 

• 
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back to the Union, and present an example of prompt action 
to the other States of the late' Confederacy.' " 

These publications were made in Richmond six days before 
the agreement between Sherman and Johnston was concluded, 
and the facts were well known in both armies, were freely 
commented upon, and the movement highly approved by the 
commanding officers, who generally regarded the policy thereby 
indicated as wise and of universal" application. This call and 
the Richmond comments were reproduced by the leading news
papers of the United States, with approving comments, on the 
14th of April, the very day of the a§sassination, and four days 
anterior to the agreement. The New York Herald of that 
date contained a leading article vindicating the policy indi
cated, and claiming for Mr. Lincoln great credit for inaugu
rating it. Other leading journals, such as the New York Tri
bune, Post, and W orId, all concurred in the most liberal terms 
of peace. The Herald article says ;

"The rebellion is indeed demolished. Read the call which 
we publish to-day from congressmen, assemblymen, editors, 
judges, lawyers, planters, etc.-a powerful body of the most 
conspicuous rebels of old Virginia-inviting the rebel gov
ernor, lieutenant-governor, and Legislature of that State to 
meet in Richmond, under the protection of the' old flag,' to 
consider their present situation. Old Virginia, the head and 
front of the rebellion, surrenders, and, broken up, disorganized 
and exhausted, all her confederates in the service of Jefferson 
Davis, under the same protection, will speedily follow her 
good example. 

" This is a shrewd and sagacious movement on the part of 
President Lincoln. He not only pardons the leading rebels 
of Virginia, from the governor down, but invites him and them, 
and their late rebel Legislature, to meet in council at Rich
mond, to deliberate upon the ways and means for the restora
tion of the State to the blessings of the Union, under the new 
condition of things produced by thls tremendous war. The 
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assemblage thus convened cannot fail to be influenced by the 
generous spirit of President Lincoln. It 'will realize the fact 
that Virginia having been, like a brand n:om the flames, res
cued from the Moloch of her Southern Confederacy, vengeance 
is at an end, charity prevails, and that the 'Old Dominion' 
must prepare for a new State charter, upon new ideas, and for 
the. new life of regeneration and prosperity that lies before her. 
At the same time, while the moral influence of this great and 
wise concession in behalf of reconstruction in Virginia will 
have a powerful effect upon the leading spirits of all the other 
rebellious States, we may expect from the debates of the 

. meeting thus assembled, that the administration will derive 
much valuable information, and will be greatly assisted in the 
sulution of the difficult details of reconstruction in all the re
conquered States. 

"We are inclined to suspect that Mr. Lincoln, in this exhi
bition of the spirit of conciliation, did not forget a certain 
anecdote in the life of Herod the Great, of Judea, as the king 
of that country under the supreme authority of Rome. In the 
war of the Roman factions which followed the death of Julius 
Coosar, Heroel took the side of the unfortunate Bru.tus and 
Cassius. Marc Antony, then falling into the possession of 
Judea, called Herod to an account, and asked him what he 
had to say in his defence. Herod replied: 'Only this: if I 
have been troublesome as your enemy, may I not be useful as 
your friend?' Marc Antony took the hint, and Herod con
tinued useful as a servant of Rome to the day of his death. 
The same idea, we infer, influenced the President in those 
recent consultations at Richmond, to which we may trace the 
experiment of this extraordinary call for the meeting of the 
rebel Legislature of Virginia. He wants to make those men 
useful as friends of the Union who have been so energetic and 
troublesome as its enemies." 

Such was the published policy of Mr. Lincoln, as it came 
under the notice of General Sherman, and such the arguments 
by which it was sustained. With his opportunities for correct 
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information, Sherman approved of both. He had the most 
satisfactory evidence of the complete overthrow of the power 
of the Confederacy and the subjugation of the spirit of the 
rebellion. For four long years he had been constantlyem
ployed in destroying the armies of the Confederacy and wast
ing its power of resistance. He had just marched his grand 
army from the mountains, in Georgia, to the sea, and from the 
sea back to the mountains, in North Carolina; he had over
come every foe, laid waste every field, destroyed every article 
of subsistence, every instrument of war, and every means of 
transportation, in his desolate track; and now, with his grand 
army well in hand, he stood amid a wilderness of ruin, with 
no resolute foe willing to accept the gage of battle. He knew 
the power of the enemy was broken, and every particle of the 
spirit of war taken out of the Southern people. 

General Sherman is no petty dealer of small wares; he fights 
an enemy with all his might, and having conquered, he for
gives with all his heart; and in the spirit of Mr. Lincoln, 
whose teachings he followed, he was willing to say to General 
Johnston: "Take your army home in good order, turn over 
your arms at the State capitals, there to remain subject to the 
disposition of the CongTess of the United States; let your 
men go to work to repair your desolate country, under the 
ample folds of the flag of the Union i-go and sin no more, and 
may God bless you!" 

To denounce Sherman's truce, therefore, is to denounce the 
policy of 1\Ir. Lincoln; and to condemn Sherman, is to defame 
the memory of the man the nation mourns. 1£ Sherman was 
slow in mastering radical ideas, so was Mr. Lincoln. Indeed, 
Sherman moved faster than Lincoln; for while Lincoln was 
contemplating the effect of his emancipation proclamation, 
and comparing it to the "pope's bull against the comet," 
Sherman declared that the subject-matter of the proclamation 
was within the war-power of the President, and that nothing 
remained to make it effective but the triumph of our arms; 
and this reduced the question to one of material power. 1£ 
the rebellion triumphed, the nation was conquered and slavery 
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survived; if the nation conquered, slavery died as an incident 
of the war, by force of a lawful proclamation, issued by proper 
authority during the war. If Sherman ha<:l been a politician 
and not a soldier, his political ideas. might have developed 
and improved more rapidly: but if his political progress was 
slow, his army moved fast, and brought home peace; and if he 
erred, it was on the side of magnanimity, and the attributes 
of Deity prescribe no penalty for such sins. 

It is important to remember that General Sherman con
cluded his agreement with General Johnston while filled with 
the spirit of President Lincoln's policy with respect to t.he Vir
ginia Legislature, and that no notice of the change of that 
policy or the revocation of the order to General Weitzel, of 
April 6th, reached him until the agreement had been already 
disapproved. 

lVIr. Stanton deemed that General Sherman had transcended . 
his authority. The surrender of all rebels in arms, as pro
posed to Johnston by him, was, however, a purely military 
question, and he treated it as a soldier; but when the terms 
proposed by Johnston were found to embrace political subjects, 
he neither finally accepted nor decidedly rejected them, but 
promptly referred them to his superior, the President. If he 
had been invested with the requisite authority to conclude a 
treaty on purely civil matters, he would not have referred the 
stipulations to the President for his approval, but would have 
closed the matter at once. Sherman declared to Johnston he 
had no authority, and Johnston knew he had no authority, 
to make a final agreement without the approval of the Presi
dent, and it was so stated in the instrument itself as a reason 
for sending it to Washington for the consideration and action 
of the President. 

Furthermore, it was objected that it was a "practical ac
knowledgment of the rebel government." It has ever been an 
unpleasant thing to do, to acknowledge even the actual exist
ence of the rebel government; nevertheless we had previously 
done so in many ways: by declaring the ports of the Southern 
States blockaded, by sending flags of truce to rebel com· 
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manders to obtain leave to carry off our wounded and bury our 
dead, by appointing commissioners to arrange a cartel for 
the exchange of prisoners, and by fighting its armies on a 
hundred battle-fields at an expense of hundreds of millions of 
treasure and hundreds of thousands of lives. But the agree
ment did not in any way recognize the rightful existence of 
the rebel government, and never since the war began was it 
proposed to recognize its actual existence under such agree
able circumstances. Its condition was utterly hopeless. 
General Johnston, at the head of the only formidable military 
force belonging to it, presented himself to General Sherman 
and made this proposition: "I propose to stop the war and 
surrender all the armies of the Confederacy, on condition that 
the Southern people shall be allowed to live like other respect
able people under the free and enlightened Government of the 
United States." All he asked besides was a receipt. Sher
man promptly wrote out a voucher, and sent it to Washington 
for approval. It was not the acknowledgment of the exist
ence of the rebel government so much as a receipt for the 
rebel government itself, soul and body, which Johnston was 
to deliver into the hands of Sherman. And it could make 
no difference in whose name the voucher was given, since 
the rebel government was to perish the instant it was de
livered. 

Again: "By the restoration of the rebel authority in their 
respective States, they would be enabled to re-establish 
slavery." 

This objection is well founded, and, indeed, as we shall 
presently perceive, occurred to General Sherman himself on 
further reflection. It would have constituted a valid reason 
for requiring the amendment of the agreement by the insertion 
of a distinct declaration on this subject, if it had not been al
ready decided by the administration not to permit any terms 
except those ,necessarily involved in the surrender of the Con
federate armies. But the ruling conviction of General Sher
man's mind, that slavery had received its death-blo'v beyond 
the power of resurrection, caused him to lose sight of the 
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necessity for a formal recognition Ot a fact, as he thought, 
already patent to all. Johnston so admitted at his conference 
with Sherman, and Sherman so believed. Sherman was of 
opinion that slavery was abolished by act of war, and that it 
was wiped out of existence by the President's proclamation. 
As far back as the 1st of January, 1864, he wrote, for the in
formation of the people of Alabama: "Three years ago, by a 
little reflection and patience, you could have had a hundred 
years of peace and prosperity, but you preferred war. Very 
well. Last year you could have saved your slaves, but now 
it is too late: au' the powers if earth cannot restore your slaves 
any more than your dead grandfathers." 

On his march from Atlanta, in Georgia, to Goldsboro', in 
North Carolina, the negroes came in crowds to see him, and to 
inquire if it was true" Massa Lincoln," as they designated the 
President, had really made them free; when General Sherman 
gave them every assurance that they had been made free, they 
and their children forever, but advised them to remain at 
home and work, and do their best to make a living for them
selves, until President Lincoln should send them word what 
else to do. 

lt appears, however, that after the messenger left for Wash
ington with the agreement, General Sherman reflected that an 
article declaring slavery abolished should properly ha"ve been 
inserted; when he immediately addressed a letter to General 
Johnston, with the view to framing such a clause, to be added 
when the agreement should be returned. This letter, dated OD 

the 21st of April, and given in full on page 407, proceeds :

" The action of General Weitzel in relation to the Legisla
ture of Virginia, indicates that existing State governments 
will be recognized by the General Government. It may be, 
however, the lawyers will want us to define more minutely " 
what is meant by the g1larantee if the rights ifpenrYns and prop
el·ty. It may be construed into a compact for us to undo the 
past as to the rights of slaves, and leases of plantations on the 
Mississippi, of vacant and abandoned plantations, etc. 
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"I wish you would talk to the best men you have on these 
points, and, if possible, let us, in the final convention, make 
them so clear as to leave no room for angry controversy. I ...believe, if you would simply and publicly declare what we all 
feel and know, that slavery is dead, that you would inaugurate 
an era of peace and prosperity that would soon efface the 
ravages of the past foul" years of war. Negroes would remain 
in the South, and afford you an abundance of cheap labor, which 
otherwise will be driven away; and it will save the country 
the unhappy discussions which have kept us all in hot water 
for fifty years: Although, strictly speaking, this is no subject 
of a military convention, yet I am honestly convinced that our 
simple declaration of a result will be accepted as good law 
everywhere. " 

This letter was ·written under the full belief that his agree
ment with Johnston would be approved, for nothing had oc
curred as yet to cast a shadow of doubt upon the matter. 
There was no question in his own mind that slavery was a 
dead institution, and there seemed to be no question on the 
subject in the milldsof Johnston and Breckinridge. Johnston 
admitted it frankly, and declared Davis himself had settled 
that matter when he called upon the negro for help; and 
Breckinridge said, at the interview on the 18th: "The dis
cussion of the slavery question is at an end. The constitu
tional amendment forever forbidding slavery is perfectly fair, 
and will be accepted in that spirit by the people of the South." 
Hence Sherman had no doubt the additional article would be 
conceded, and he thought it might do good. But the utter 
rejection of the agreement by the President and cabinet, put 
an end to all further efforts in that direction. If the adminis
tration at Washington had accepted the stipulations as an 
initiatory proceeding, to be altered and amended to suit all 
the exigencies of the new peace, and had sent them back with 
amendments and instructions, an opportunity seemed pre
sented for at once establishing a peace on an enduring basis. 
It is to be regretted that Sherman's after-thought, on the 
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slavery subject, had not been his fore-thought. It was fit and 
proper that the question of slavery, the substantial cause of 
the war, should be then and there settled by an express stip' 
ulation, declared in the presence of the two armies by their 
commanders. This would have settled the matter forever; an 
amendment of the constitution forbidding slavery would then 
have been unnecessary, except for the benefit of the border 
States not in rebellion, and to prevent any of the States from 
reviving the institution at some future day, and the new era 
would immediately have been inaugurated. 

It was our misforhme during the war, from first to last, that 
we had no leading head that could rightly comprehend the 
situation, and at the same time grasp and organize the power 
and resources of the country, so as to put down the rebellion 
by a short, sharp, and vigorous conflict. At first our rulers 
undertook to do it by three months' militia-by a mere show 
of power and by moral suasion; but the people saw, in ad
vance of the Government, it required a great effort, and, under 
the inspiration of the hour, two hundred thousand volunteers 
tendered their services for the war. A few of these were ac
cepted, and many rejected, and the golden moment was past. 
Afterwards, when they were called for, they could not be had. 
The first two years of the war were lite~:ally frittered away. 
Then the Government offered and paid large bounties, and ob
tained raw recruits, and also many mercenaries who deserted, 
-all costing the Government more money for actual services 
rendered than would have been necessary to pay the same 
number of men from the beginning; and the war was prolonged. 
Then came a law for a draft, with a commutation clause at· 
tached which rendered it inoperative, so far as raising men for 
the army was concerned. Then came a little trick of a policy 
for raising negro troops in Maryland; and then more negro 
troops; and then another dl'aft. As to the treatment of the 
inhabitants of conquered territory, and as to trade in cotton, 
there was no policy. No one knew, and none could tell 
whether the rebel States were to be considered in the Union 
or out of the Union. If any thing like a policy for the army 
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was ever thought of, it was first urged upon the Government 
by officers in the field, or committees or individuals of the 
people at home..; if by the former, it was usually rejected, and 
the authors rebuked; if by the latter, it was ventilated first in 
newspapers, and if found sufficiently popular, it was accepted, 
to be in its turn thrown aside, like the old iron of a machine
shop. 

The Government, in fact, felt itself unprepared to make an 
ultimate decision on the complex question of a final peace, and 
preferred, by a temporizing policy, to gain time for a more ma
ture consideration of its perplexing problems. Grant's terms 
to Lee were liberal, but, in some respects, indefinite. Lee's 
men were to lay do,,'ll their arms and go home, where they 
should be protected in their persons and property so long as 
they remained there and obeyed the laws. But whether the 
word p1·operty meant slave property, or the word laws meant 
the laws passed by the rebel State of Virginia, does not appear 
by the treaty, and must be left to judicial construction, or to 
the arbitrary decision of the Government. But that was a 
partial arrangement, and related to the submission of one of 
the armies of the Confederacy only ; whereas General Johnston 
offered to act on behalf of eight millions of people, whose 
military head he practically was, and proposed, nay, insisted, 
as far as it was in his power to insist, that terms of peace 
should then and there be agreed upon and forever settled. 
Here was an opportunity for statesmanship. The armies of 
the United States had fought the armies of the Confederacy 
as long as the latter were willing to fight-they could do no 
more; it remained now for diplomacy to do the rest, and Sher
man held up the opportunity. 

The administration, however, desired no compact, demanded 
simply the absolute surrender or destruction of the military 
power of the rebellion, and reserved to itself the control of the 
entire subject of reorganization in all its parts. Both methods 
had and still have many zealous partisans. Time alone can 
decide between them. 

That Mr. Stanton and General Sherman should cliffer in 
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opinion is not strange. Two men beholding the same object 
from dift'erent points of observation are apt to describe it di
versely; and yet neither may see it aright: and it is to be re
gretted that, at such a crisis, the administration should mo
mentarily have lost sight of the consideration manifestly due 
to Sherman's great and patriotic services, and should have 
permitted that disapproval of his action to be presented to the 
people in such a manner as naturally to arouse their indigna
tion and distrust against him. The excitement of that moment 
may indeed excuse what nothing can fully justify. General 
Sherman had given most noble testimony in favor of the Union 
cause; every thought of his mind and every aspiration of his 
heart were given to the best interests of his country. He 
never failed us in the hour of need; and on the very date of 
this bulletin, Ap:dl 21st, he wrote a letter to an old personal 
friend in North Carolina, which is here reproduced, and which 
has the same ring of intense patriot.ism which characterized 
every act and every thought of his eventful career, and shows 
how foreign from his mind all unworthy motives were at that 
time. 

" I have before me your letter addressed to General Hawley, 
inclosing a paper signed by John Dawson, Edward Riddon, 
and others, testifying to your feelings of loyaltY 'and attach
ment to the Government of the United States. Of course, I 
am gratified to know the truth as to one for whom I entertained 
friendship, dated far back in other and better days. I will be 
frank and honest with you. Simple passive submission to 
events, by a man in the prime of life, is not all that is clue to 
society in times of revolution. Had the Northern men resid
ing at the South spoken out manfully and truly at the outset, 
the active secessionists could not have carried the masses of 
men as they did. 

"It may not be that the war could have been avoided, but 
t1}e rebellion would not have assumed the mammoth propor
tions it did. The idea of war to perpetuate slavery in 1861 
was an insult to the intelligence of the age. As long as t.he 
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South abided by the conditions of our fuudamentoJ compact 
of government, the constitution, all law-abiding citizens were 
bound to respec,b the property in slaves, whether they approved 
01' not; but when the South violated tJutt compact openly, 
publicly, and violently, it wa-s absurd to suppose we were 
bound to respect that kind of prol:>el'ty, or in fact nny kind of 
property. 

"I have a feeling allied to abhorrenco towards Northem 
mon resident South, for their silence or acquiescence was one 
of the causes of the war assuming the magnitude it did ; and, 
in cOllSoquonce, wo mourn the loss of such men as J ohn F . 
Reynolds, McPherson, and thousands of noble gentlemen, ally 
one of whom was worth all the slaves of the South, and half 
the white population thrown in. 

c< The result is noarly accomplished, and is what you might 
have foreseen, and in a mensuro prevented-desolation from 
the Ohio to the Gulf, and mourning in e ory household." 

Of Goncl'al Sherman's military ability, vigor, enterpl'ise, 
patriotism, and zeal for the puulic good, no generous or just 
mind can cntertain a doubt. Of the general soundness of his 
jndgmont, he has also given conspicuons proofs. His policy 
in regard to trade in cotton, and in regard to the proper trea,t
ment of tho inhl1bitnnts of conquered territory during the ex
istence of war, was much in advance of the President and 
cabinet ; and his persona.! knowledge of the condition, temper, 
and spirit or the Soutllern peoplo entitled his opinions to 
greater weight than those of any other general officer in the 
field. Nevertheless, conditions of peace which may appeal' fair 
to a soldier, may, in the view of a sta.tesmnn, I;l.ppear inad
missible ; but the fact that an able and experienced solclier 
entertains them, ought to shield them from that sort or con
demnation which belongs to voluntary complicity with treason. 

Nor did this unfortl1nate affair begin and end with l\Ir. 
Stanton alone. On the 26th or April, General Halleck, th n 
Itt Richmond, in command of the Jllimary Division of the 
J ames, dispatched a telegram to the War Depal'tment at 

28 



434 SHERMAN .AND HIS C.A~:[P.AIGNS. 

Washington, amongst other things, advising that instructiom 
be given to General Sherman's subordinate officers to obey no 
orders given by him. This telegram was immediately commu
nicated by the secretary of war to General Dix, and made 
public through the daily newspapers. :Meeting Sherman's 
notice a fortnight later, it excited his indignation to the. high-· 
est pitch. In his anger, he would listen to no excuse for what 
he deemed the treachery of his former friend. He considered 
the action of General Halleck as uncalled for and unpardon
able; and when the fact became known to him, on the 10th 
of May, wrote to General Halleck: "After your dispatch to 
:Mr. Stanton, of April 26th, I cannot have any friendly inter
course with you. I will come to City Point to-morrow, and 
march with my troops, and I prefer we should not meet." 
Further correspondence ensued between the Same officers, 
but General Sherman seems to have felt that his honor had 
been assailed through design or indifference, and that in either 
case the act was too gross for pardon. He curtly declined a 
complimentary review tendered his troops by General Halleck, 
and caused his troops to march through the city without 
taking any notice whatever of that officer. 

Neither Grant or Sherman knew of :Mr. Stanton's bulletin 
until several days after its publication. Indeed, General Sher
man was profouncUy ignorant of it, and of the storm of indig- . 
nation it had raised at home against him, until on his way 
home from Savannah, whither he had gone to make sundry 
dispositions for the government of his subordinate command
ers, while his army wa~ on the march to Richmond, and not 
knowing of the instructions issued from the War Office to dis
regard his orders, and at a moment when, unconscious of hav
ing done wrong, happy that the war was over, justly proud 
of the honorable part he had acted in it, and delighted with 
the prospect of soon meeting his family and friends from 
whom he ,had been long separated, he was on his way home 
to rest from his ·hard labors. Instead of commendation for 
having done his country some service, it seemed to his sensi
tive mind that he could read of nothing and hear of nothing 

• 
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but abuse or suspicion. Instead of coming home filled with 
a soldier's pride and happiness, he felt he was returning like a 
culprit to defend himself against the unjust stIspicions of a 
Government and people he had so faithfully served. Smart
ing under the rebuke of the Government and the comments of 
the press, he attributed both to personal hostility and a settled 
prealTanged design of undermining his influence and destroy
ing his popularity, and resented both on all occasions, public 
and private. The most offensive part of the 'entire matter to 
him was that General Halleck should have recommended and 
Mr. Stanton published, that subordinate officers should be in
structed in the same manner and to the same effect of General 
Washington's orders after the defection of Benedict Arnold I 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

HOMEWARD. 

TIDll historian who shall hereafter chronicle, in full, the 
events of the civil war in America, and sketch the men who 
therein figured most prominently, will find the path by which 
General Sherman ascended as straight as it was difficult of 
ascent. His patriotism was not of that doubtful character 
which seeks reward through the forms · of Government con
tracts. He was born with the instincts of a soldier, was edu
cated for a soldier, and was ambitious to do the work of a 
soldier. He loved the Union, and ever set himself against the 
dangerous heresy that would admit of its peaceful dissolution. 
A resident of the South before the war, as soon as he divined 
the purposes of the secessionists, he broke away and arranged 
himself with the friends of the Union. While Mr. Stanton was 
yet a member of Mr. Buchanan's cabinet, and while such men 
as Jefferson Davis, Judah P. Benjamin, and Jacob Thompson 
were yet in office under the Government of the United States, 
and all-powerful in their influence over President Buchanan, 
Sherman had already determined to resign an honorable po
sition in the State of Louisiana and offer his services to 
sustain the cause of the Union. On the 18th of January, 1861, 
as we have already seen, he wrote to Governor Moore: "If 
Louisiana withdraws from the Federal Union, I prefer to 
maintain my allegiance to the old constitution as long as a 
fragment of it remains, and my longer stay here would be 
wrong in every sense of the word." He saw the war coming, 
and gave the alarm, whilst others cried, "Peace! be still I" 
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As soon as Mr. Lincoln was inaugurated, he visited him, and 
warned him that the South was organizing a fllrmidable rebel
lion, that the Southern people were united and in earnest, and 
that they would take us all unprepared. He declared to his 
countrymen they,were sleeping on a volcano, all unconscious 
of the danger. He scouted the idea of putting down the 
rebellion with three months' militia. The disastrous result 
of the battle of Bull Run confirmed hm;. in his views of the 
utter inutility of the temporary expedients of the Government, 
and he so declared. Sent to the West, he called for an army 
of two hundred thousand men, to operate from Kentucky as a 
base, and reclaim the navigation of the Mississippi River. 
As early as 1862, he declared cotton prize of war, long in ad
vance of the Government; and in 1863 he established trade 
regulations for Memphis and other places within his depart
ment; and finally, after aiding in that series of brilliant 
military operations which opened the Father of Waters" to 
go unvexed to the sea," he assisted Lieutenant-General Grant 
in planning the two conclusive campaigns of the war-the one 
towards Richmond, and the other towards Atlanta-so event
ful of result; and in executing his part of the progj.'amme, 
fought Joe Johnston one hundred and twenty-five days suc
cessively, and at length captured Atlanta, at a moment when 
our natural resources were well-nigh exhausted, and the na
tional heart sick ,vith long watching and waiting for success. 
Striking out boldly from Atlanta to the sea, guided solely by 
his own judgment, against the advice of General Halleck, and 
with the approbation of General Grant alone, he cut loose 
from his base, descended into Georgia, struck terror into the 
heart of the rebellion, captured Savannah, and planted our 
victorious standards on the shore of the Atlantic. Striking 
out again, he captured Pocotaligo and Columbia, compelled 
the evacuation of Charleston, laid waste the State of South 
Carolina, again met and whipped Joe Johnston, and after 
marching and fighting for twelve months, without rest, he 
halted his victorious army at the capital of North Carolina, 
in time to witness the funeral ceremonies of the Confederacy 
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and the complete triumph of our cause. And for what ?-to 
be the subject of such utterly unfounded suspicions, as to be 
by some even suspected for a traitor! History furnishes no 
example of such cruel ingratitud& and injustice. 

Immediately on the conclusion of the definitive cartel of 
surrender, General Sherman issued the following orders, for 
the future movement of his army. Its work was done, and 
nothing remained for the greater portion of it, not required 
to garrison the conquered territory, but to return home and 
disband. 

"HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

.. In the Field, Raleigh, N. C., April 27, 1865. 

"SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, No. 66." 

"Hostilities having ceased, the following changes and dis
positions of the troops in the field will be made with as little 
delay as practicable :

"I. The Tenth and Twenty-third corps will remain in the 
Department of North Carolina, and Major-General J.M. Scho
field will transfer back to :M:ajor-General Gillmore, command
ing Department of the South, the two brigades formerly be
longing to the division of brevet Major-General Grover, at 
Savannah. The Third division, cavalry corps, brevet Major
General J. Kilpatrick commanding, is hereby transferred to 
the Department of North Carolina, and General Kilpatrick 
will report in person to. Major-Geneml Schofield for orders. 

"II. The cavalry command of Major-General George Stone
man will return to East Tennessee, and that of brevet Major
General J. H. Wilson will be conducted back to the Tennes
see River, in the neighborhood of Decatur, Alabama. 

"III. Major-General Howard will conduct the Army of the 
Tennessee to Richmond, Virginia, following roads substan
tially by Lewisburg, Warrenton, Lawrenceville, and Peters
burg, or to the right of that line. ~fajor~General Slocum will 
conduct the Army of Georgia to Richmond by roads to the 
left of the one indicated f~r General Howard, viz., by Oxford, 
Boydton, and Nottoway Courthouse. These armies will turn 
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in at this point the contents of their ordnance trains, and use 
the wagons for extra forage and provisions. These columns 
will be conducted slo~;ly and in the best of order, and aim to 
be at Richmon.d, r~ady to resume the march, by the middle of 
M~ , 

I "IV. The chief-quartermaster and commissary of the mili
tary division, Generals Easton and Beckwith, after making 
proper dispositions of their departments here, will -proceed to 
Richmond and make suitable preparations to receive those 
columns, and to provide them for the further journey." 

On the lOth of March, Sherman himself set out for Alexan
chia, Virginia, whither he arrived on the 19th. During those 
nine days of dreary march along the war-paths and across the 
battle-fields of the 'Army of the Potomac, he had ample op
portunity for reflection on the vanity of all human glory. He 
thought much and anxiously upon his own peculiar situation, 
reviewed carefully all his former relations with Mr. Stanton, to 
discover, ifpossible, what motive he had for tmning upon him ; 
and looked into the newspapers hoping to find some disavowal 
or note of explanation, on the part of Mr. Stanton, that would 
disabuse the public mind of the false impressions he had him
self created; but all in vain. The public mind had settled 
down into the opinion that General Shermn.n was not quite 
as bad as had been supposed; but still there was something, 
it was believed, in regard to his case, very inexplicable. Under 
such circumstances it was some relief to his sense of injury, 
to write and forward to a personal friend the following letter, 
dated at Cn.mp Alexandria,-the first word to the public from 
him in regard to the matter :

"I am just arrived. All my army will be in to-day. I have 
been lost to the world in the woods for some time, yet, on 
arriving at the 'settlements,' find I have made quite a stir 
among the people at home, and that the most sinister motives 
have been ascribed to me. I lin.ve been too long fighting with 
real rebels with muskets in their hands to be scared by mere 
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non-combatants, no matter how high their civil rank · or sta
tion. It is amusing to observe how brave and firm some men 
become when all danger is past. I hiwe noticed on field of 
battle brave men neyer insult the captured 01' mutilate the 
dead; but cowards and laggards always do. I cannot now re
call the act, but Shakspeare records how poor Falstaff, the 
prince of cowards and wits, !'ising from a feigned death, 
stabbed again the dead Percy, and carried his carca.ss aloft in 
triumph to prove his valor. 

"Now that the rebellion in our land is dead, how many Fal
staffs appear to brandish the evidence of their valor, and seek 
to appropriate honors and the public applause for deeds that 
never were done! 

" As to myself, I ask no reward, no popularity; but I sub
mit to the candid judgment of the world, after all the facts 
shall be known and understood. 

"I do want peace and security, and the return to law and 
justice from Maine to the Rio Grande; and if it does not exist 
now, substantially, it is for State reasons beyond my compre
hension. It may be counted strange that· one who has no 
fame but as a soldier should have been so careful to try and 
restore the civil power of the Government, and the peaceful 
jurisdictions of the federal courts; but it is difficult to discover 
in that fact any just cause of offence to a free and enlightened 
people. But when men choose to slander and injure, they can 
easily invent the necessary facts for the purpose when the 
proposed victim is far away engaged ,in public service of their 
own bidding. But there is consolation in knowing that though 
truth lies in the bottom of a well, the Yankees have persever
ance enough to get to that bottom." 

General Sherman now determined not to visit Washington, 
but to remain in camp with his army until he should receive 
further orders from General Grant. Afterwards, on being in
vited by General Grant, he visited him at his headquarters in 
Washington; anel, on being informed by him that the President 
had e::rpressed a desire to see him, he called immediately OD 
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the President, and then learned, for the first time, that the tel
egram published by Mr. Stanton on the 22d of April, and the 
" nine reasons' \ given as those of the President and cabinet 
were the work of Mr. Stanton alone. This fact settled, there 
was now no ill-feeling between General Sherman and the officers 
of the Government, and the matter thus became a personal 
affair between him and Mr. Stanton alone. General Sherman 
did not complain that his agTeement with Johnston was clisap
proved. The merits and clemerits of that agreement were 
matters of opinion and judgment, and the President had the 
right, and it was his duty, to exercise his best judgment, and 
his action in the premises could be no just ground of complaint. 
It was the publication that constituted the gmva?nen of the 
offence; its tone and style, the insinuations it contained, the 
false inferences it occasioned, and the offensive orders to the 
subordinate officers of General Sherman, which succeeqed the 
publication-these were the causes of the trouble, and for 
these Mr. Stanton was alone responsible. 

On the 20th of May, both the grand armies of the Union 
were encamped in the vicinity of the national capital. The 
war was over, and our noble volunteers were about to be dis
banded. Before these grand armies should be dispersed, 
however, the lieutenant-general proposed· to give them a 
handsome review. The wide streets of Washington were ad
mirably adapted for such purpose. The review of the Army 
of the Potomac was ordered for the 23d, and that known as 
Sherman's army, for the 24th. Thousanc1s of people, from all 
parts of the country, flocked to ·Washington to witness the 
grand pageant, and to express their admiration for the noble 
men who had brought home peace. The most ample prepa
rations had been made for the occasion. The President was 
seated on an elevated stand, surrounded by his cabinet officers, 
foreign ministers, distinguished strangers, their wivf s and 
daughters and personal friends; Pennsylvania A venue was 
lined on both sides, and from end to end, with admiring people j 
every window presented its tableau of fair spectators; and 
the occasion' was such as never before was witnessed on the 

• 
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American continent. Those great armies now passing in 
review within sight of that vast assemblage were, surely, 
calculated to impress all beholders with a profound sense 
of the greatness and power of the United States; and were 
it not for those tattered banners, which tell us of the distant 
battle-fields on which these regiments contended. for the 
mastery, of the hand to hand conflict, and of comrades slain, 
we might rejoice without a feeling of sorrow. Nevertheless 
we may rejoice, for those brave men by their 'marching 
and fighting brought home to their distracted land the bless
ing of peace, and we can now look up to heaven and bless 
God that it is so ! From end to end, from side to side, along 
the shore, anlid the valley and on the mountain-top-all are 
at peace! 

As before mentioned, the review of General Sherman's 
army was on the 24th of May. The day was exceedingly 
beautiful. The army was uniformed and equipped as on the 
march; there was no attempt at mere military display. Com
manders appeared to take pride in presenting their respective 
commands as they served on the march and in the field. The 
foragers were out in force, with their pack-trains loaded with 
forage and provisions; the pioneer corps, composed of black 
men, carried their axes, spades, and shovels; while the cavah'y, 
infantry, and artillery made an imposing . display of the three 
arms of the service. General Sherman rode at the head of 
the column, and as he moved slowly along the avenue, he was 
greeted with cheers on every side; the ladies in the exuber
ance of their joy waved their congratulations, covered him 
with bouquets of flowers, and bedecked his horse with ever
greens. None were so much sluprised at these manifestations 
of respect as himself. Arriving opposite the headquarters of 
1\fajor-Generar Augur, the chief was observed to turn aside, 
halt, and lift his hat, in token of the most profound respect.1I 
This was an ~~ct of courtesy from the soldier to the statesman. 
Mr. Seward, too ill to take his place beside the President, had 
been brought to General Augur'S headquarters, and wrapped 
in the robes of the sick-chamber, stood for a moment at the 
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window to exchange salutations with the great military chief. 
It was a touching sight. 

The Presidpnt's stand was erected in front of the White 
House; from it wings had been extended to the right and left, 
so that the grounds of the White House, fronting on Pennsyl
vania Avenue, were nearly covered. These were all soon 
passed by the head of the column, when the genen"tl wheeled 
out, dismounted, and ascended the stairs, to take his place 
near the lieutenant-general. On making his appearance on 
the stand, he was Gorclially met by the President, Lieutenant
General Grant, and Messrs. Dennison, Speed, and Harlin of 
the cabinet, and received their hearty congratulations while 
his veteran army moved on in their triumphal march. Mr. 
Stanton rose also and offered his hand, as if pleased to con
gratulate General Sherman; but the latter qtJected not to see him I 

There are those who, lightly estimating injuries to character 
and reputation, especially when their own are not involved, who 
regretted General Sherman should have taken that occasion 
to resent what he deemed a personal insult; and will still 
more regret to find the memory of the event herein perpetu
ated; yet there is some consideration due to the sensitiveness 
of a soldier who felt his honor had been questioned: and since, 
under the circumstances, he could not, without hypocrisy, re
ceive Mr. Stanton's congratula.tions, it was well he clid not 
observe their tender. 

General Sherman now prepared to take leave of his army. 
There is something exceedingly touching in the exhibition of 
that ardent attachment which always exists between the 
officers and men of a well-ordered and properly disciplined 
army. All General Sherman's dispatches show his high esti
mate of the valor of his troops; and on the other hand, his 
officers and men were equally proud of their chief. In truth, 
the material of that army was never surpassed in any age or 
country. Lord Melville once declared in parliament, that 
" bad men made the best soldi01:s," and we are told the un
worthy sentiment had many admirers in England. But not so 
in this country. The men who fought the battles of the 
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Union were among the best in the land, and in the general, 
were improved by their patriotic experience. They now 
understand better the unspeakable blessings of peace j they 
know better the value of friendships j they can better submit 
to hardships j they are better qualified to preserve order and 
obey the laws, and are better Christians than when they first 
entered the military service. Bad men are made worse by 
military service, but good men are made better. And it is 
confidently believed that "Sherman's men," as they are 
familiarly called, and as they are proud to call themselves, 
will prove to be as distinguished in the pru:suits of peace as 
they were renowned in the feats of war. 

We conclude this chapter with General Sherman's farewell 
order to his troops. To be the author of such an order, with 
such good cause to write it, is a happiness but few soldiers 
ever enjoyed. 

"HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Washington, D. C., May 30, 1865. 

"SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, No. 'T6. 

" The general commanding announces to the Armies of the 
Tennessee and Georgia, that the time has come for us to part. 
Our work is · done, and armed enemies no longer defy us. 
Some of you will be retained in service until further orders. 
And now that we are about to separate, to mingle with the 
civil world, it becomes a ploasing duty to recall to mind the 
situation of national affaim when, but little more than a year 
ago, we were gathered about the twining cliffs of Lookout 
Mountain, and all the futru:e was Wl'apped in doubt and un
certainty. Three armies had come together from distant fields, 
with separate histories, yet bound by one common cause-the 
union of our country and the perpetuation of the Government 
of our inheritance. There is no need to recall to your memo
ries Tunnell Hill, with its Rocky Face Mountain, and Buzzard 
Roost Gap, with the ugly forts of Dalton behind. We were 
in earnest, and paused not for danger and difficulty, but 
dashed through Snake Creek Gap, and fell on Resaca, then 
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on to the Etowah, to Dallas, Kenesaw; and the heats of sum
mer found us on the banks of the Chattahoochee, far from 
home and dependent on a single road for supplies. Again we 
were not to be held back by any obstacle, and crossed over 
aand fought four heavy battles for the possession-of the citadel 
of Atlanta. That was the crisis of our history. A doubt still 
clouded our future; but we solved the problem, and destroyed 
Atlanta, struck boldly across the State of Georgia, secured all 
the main arteries of life to our enemy, and Christmas found 
uS at Savannah. Waiting there only long enough to fill our 
wagons, we again began a march, which for peril, labor, and 
results will compare with any ever made by an organized 
army. The floods of the Savannah, the swamps of the Com
bahee and Edisto, the high hills and rocks of the Santee, the 
flat quagmires of the Pedee and Cape Fear rivers, were all 
passed in midwinter, with its floodl! and rains, in the face of 
an accumulating enemy; and after the battles of Averysboro' 
and Bentonsville, we once more came out of the wilderness to 
meet our friends at Goldsboro'. Even then we paused only 
long enough to get new clothing, to reload our wagons, and 
again pushed on to Raleigh, and beyond, until we met our 
enemy, suing for peace instead of war, and offering to submit 
to the injured laws of his and our country. As long as that 
enemy was defiant, nor mountains, nor rivers, nor swamps, nor 
hunger, nor cold had checked us ; but when he who had fought 
us hard and persistently, offered submission, your general 
thought it wrong to pursue him further, and negotiations fol
lowed which resulted, as you all know, in his surrender. How 
far the operations of the army have contributed to the over
throw of the Confederacy, of the peace which now dawns on 
us, must be judged by others, not by us. But that you have 
done all that men could do has been admitted by those in 
authority; and we have a right to join in the universal joy 
that fills our land because the war is over, anc1 our Govern
ment stands vindicated before the world by the joint action of 
the volunteer armies of the United States. 

"To such as remain in the military service, your gelleral 
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need only remind you that successes in the past are due to 
hard work and discipline, and that the same work and disci
pline are equally important in the future. To such as go home, 
he will only say, that our favored country is so grand, so ex
tensive, so diversified in climate, soil, and productions, that 
every man may surely find a home and occupation suited to 
'his tastes; and none should yield to the natural impotence 
sure to result from our past life of excitement and adventure. 
You will be invited to seek new adventure abroad; but do not 
yield to the temptation, for it will lead only to death and dis
appointment. 

"Your general now bids you all fal'ewell, with the full belief 
that, as in wal' you have been good soldiel's, so in peace you I 

";ill make good citizens; and if, unfodunately, new war should 
arise in our country, Sherman's army will be the first to buckle 
on the old armor and come forth to defend and maintain the 
Government of OUI' inhel'itance and choice. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

DIGRESSIVE. 

IN preparing the foregoing pages, in order to avoid those 
digressions which often mar the continuity or a narrative, we 
have omitted several letters of interest which will be given in 
this chapter. 

During the first yeat of the war, the newspaper press unwit
tingly occasioned gTeat embarrassment to the army. Such was 
the public greed for news, that publishers had their cOrTespond
ents in every camp, who did. not hesitate to give publicity to 
any and all operations of the army; so that, while the people 
were merely gratified, the enemy was advised and greatly 
benefited. General Sherman was among the first to perceive 
and attempt to reform this evil. It required a bold man to 
run counter to the wishes of the newspaper press. Neverthe
less he did not hesitate to do so, when he judged that the best 
interests of the country required it. In 1861, while in com
mand in Kentucky, he was not oDly embarTassed but alarmed, 
in finding all his operations telegraphed and published in the 
daily papers, even his plans foreshadowed, and the number 
and strength of his forces given. At that time, the allegiance 
of Kentucky was hollow and compulsory. In fact, many of 
her young men had gone into the armies of the Confederacy, 
leaving their relatives and friends behind to act the part of 
{spies and informers. Kentucky was then our point.of support 
for the operations of the Valley of the Mississippi, and we were 
obliged to draw our lines through counties and districts whose 
people were only bOlmd to us by a fear that was taciturn, 
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supple, and treacherous, and which, like the ashes of volcanoes, 
concealed terrific flames, the eruption of which might be in
duced or pro,;roked by the slightest cause. General Shorman, 
conscious of his weakness, and of the dangers by which he 
was surrounded, banished every newspapel' correspondent 
from his lines, and declared summary punishment for all who 
should in future give information of his strength, position, or 
movements. A proceeding so unusual was ill-appreciated by 
the press, and the result was a livelylfire in the l'ear, which ,
was somewhat annoying to him. Nevertheless he persi ted 
in this policy throughout the war; and the further 01U· lines 
were advanced into the enemy's country, the more vuJuable 
became the rule. The following letter was written, early in 
1863, in vindication of his policy :

"'When J ohn C. Calhoun announcetl to President Jackson 
the doctrine of secession, he diel not bow to the opinion of 
that respectable source, and to the vast anay of people of 
whom Mr. Calhoun was the representative. He saw the wis
dom of preventing a threatened evil by timely action. He 
answered instantly: 'Secession is treason, and the penalty for 
treason is death.' H ad Jackson yielded an inch, the storm 
would then have swept over this country. 

" Had Mr. Buchanan met the seizure of our mints and 
arsenals in the same spirit, he would have kept this war within 
the limits of actual traitors, but by temporizing he gave the 
time and opportunity for the organization of a rebellion of 
half the nation. 

" So in this case. Once establish the principle asserted by 
you, that the press has a right to keep paid agents in our 
camps, independent of the properly accredited commanders, 
and you would be able ' soon to destroy any army; we would 
then have not only rebellion on our hands, but dissensions and 
discord in our armies, mutiny in our camps, and disaster to ' 
onr arms. In regard to this matter I may be mistaken, but 
for the time being I must be the judge. 

" I am no enemy to freedom of thonght, freedom of speech 
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have th~ one without the other, will prove himself a great 
benefactor .6f his race. But this is impossible. Honest truth 
is too slow for enterprising eITor j truth stays at home, and 
waits to entertain such friends as come to seek her cOllllsels, 
while error, with her specious promises and plausible theories, 
advertises in the newspapers, and careers through the world. 
The reason why the press is not an unmixed good, is because 
all editors, publishers, and correspondents are not cultivated, 
high-toned, honest, and honorable men. But if they were so, 
and if they earnestly and faithullly set themselves to work to 
teach the people virtue, and to publish nothing but unvar
nished truth, such is the character of mankind, they would 
have but few pupils. The stream can rise no higher than its 
fountain, and a people are no better than the newspapers 
they read. 

The calling of the editor, in this country, is as high amI 
honorable as that of any of the learned professions. If his 
errors and follies are more apparent than those of the lawyer, 
it is because they are more exposed to observation. The 
editor speaks every day to the public-the lawyer speaks but 
seldom, and then carefully before the judges. The man who 
talks much, is apt sometimes to talk unwisely. But the stand
ard of each is elevated or lowered according to the public 
demand. During the early part of the war, the public demand 
was for the sensational, and army correspondents were, £01' 
the most part, as deficient in good sense and judgment as in 
good manners. Subsequently, the public demand was £01' 
~ruth and fact, and only such as might be consistent with the 
public interests j and then, the letters from army correspond
ents became valuable contributions to authentic history. But 
the following letter to Mr. Knox in reply to the one just cited, 
bears on the former period, and the action in this case ended 
all controversy between General Sherman and army corres
pondents. 

"Yours o£ April 6th, inclosing a copy of the President's action 
in your case, and General Grant's letter to you, is received. 
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I am surprised to learn that the officers named in the Presi
dent's letter have certified to him that the offence, for which 
you were tried and convicted, was merely technical-viz., dis
obedience of orders emanating from the highest military au
thority, and the publication of wilful and malicious slanders 
and libels against their brother officers. I cannot so regard 
the matter. 

"Aside from the judgment of a court, and upon your own 
theory of your duties and obligations alone, you must be ad
Judged unfit to be here. After having enumerated to me the 
fact that newspaper correspondents were a fraternity, bound 
together by a common interest, that must write down all who 
stand in their way, and bound to supply the public demand 
for news, even at the expense of truth and fact, i£ necesRary, I 
cannot consent to the tacit acknowledgment of such a princi
ple by tolerating such a correspondent. Come with a musket 
or sword in your hand, prepared to share with us our fate in 
sunshine and in storm, in success and in defeat, in plenty and 
in scarcity, and I will welcome you as a brother and associate. 
But come as you now do, expecting me to ally the honor and 
reputation of my country and my fellow-solruers with you as 
a representative of the press,-You who, according to your 
own theory, will not carefully distinguish between truth and 
falsehood,-and my answer is, never I" 

The military student of this day will find a new element in 
his calculations, of which the campaigns of Napoleon will fur
nish no illustrations-namely, the value of the railway. It was 
the foriune of General Sherman, in his Atlanta campaign, to 
furnish an illustrious example of this interesting problem. 

Previous to that campaign, a single track, with suitable 
switches and turnouts, was estimated as being capable of 
transporting supplies and ammunition sufficient for an army, 
duly proportioned, one hundred thousand strong, one hundred 
miles from its base. Sherman's problem was to make it do 
the work for such an army at a distance of five hundred miles 
from its base. He started with three t.housand and five hun
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dred wagons, ambulances included. He had thirty-five thou
sand horses besides the cavalry. The line of march was 
across a mountainous region, furnishing no supplies of pro
visions or forage. It was estimated the cavalry could gather 
sufficient forage for its own use, but forage for all other ani
mals had to be transported. All the beef was to be carried 
on the hoof. Baggage was economized to the last pound. 
Non-combatants of every character and description, except 
such as pertained to the medical department, were denied 
transportation. Even the agents of the Christian Commission, 
whose mission it was to administer to the boc1ily and spiritual 
wants of the dying soldier, were left in the rear, because they 
could not march on foot and carry their own supplies. But 
the problem was one of logistics and not of benevolence. It 
was a strictly mathematical calculation of food for a hundred 
thousand men, whose business it was to march and fight, and 
of ammunition with which to fight, and of forage for animals 
necessary and in constant use, with no margin for accidents 
or unusual misfortunes; it was a problem of pure war, to 
which all other matters must yield. And in nothing did Gen
eral Sherman display the high qualities of a great commander . 
more conspicuously, than in the firmness with which he ad
hered to the logic of his own calculations. When the agents 
of the Christian Commission presented a petition for trans
portation of themselves and supplies, he indorsed on it:
« Certainly not-oats and gunpowder are more indispensable 
at the front than benevolent agents. The weight of every 
non-combatant transported deprives me of so many pounds of 
bread that I must have. Each regiment has its chaplain, and 
these must do the work desired." 

In 1863-4, our Government adopted the humane and liberal 
policy of issuing rations to the non-combatants of Eastern and 
Middle Tennessee, impoverished by the war, a policy which 
gave some embarrassment to military commanders in that re
gion. General Sherman found it so prejudicial to the military 
service that he discontinued it; whereupon President Lincoln, 
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at the request of influential citizens of that State, expressed a 
desire the policy should be resumed. The Atlanta campaign 
had been planned without reference to the business of feeding 
the inhabitants of Tennessee, and it was evident, if the means 
of transportation were to be used for this purpose, the cam
paign must stop. General Sherman received the President's 
dispatch on the 5th of May, the day before his troops were 
put in motion, and dispatched the following answer :

"We have worked hard with the best talent of the country, 
and it is demonstrated the railroad cannot supply the army 
and the people both. One or the other must quit eating ra
tions, and the army must be the last to quit, and don't intend 
to quit unless Joe Johnston makes us quit. The issue to citi
zens has been enormous, and the same weight in corn or oats 
would have saved thousands of mules whose carcasses now 
corduroy the roads in Tennessee, and which we need so much. 
We have paid Tennessee ten for one of provisions taken in 
war. I am now about to move, and cannot change the order. 
Let the petitioners hurry into Kentucky and make up a cara
van of cattle and wagons, and come over the mountains by 
Cumberland Gap and Somerset to relieve their suffering 
n'iends, as they used to do before a railroad was built. I am 
willing to relieve all actual cases of suffering within our reach 
by appropriating the savings from soldiers' rations, which are 
considerable. A people long assisted by a generous Govern
ment are apt to rely more on the Government than on their 
own exertions." 

The earnestness which characterized all of General Sher
man's dispatches about this time, and the tenacity with which 
]le adhered to military rules, show he felt he had work to do, 
and that he had resolved to do it. He thought of nothing but 
his army; all others must take care of themselves. 

In all wars of long duration there are periods of reaction 
and irresolution among the people at home, whose duty it is 
tv sustain the war. Our great civil war turned out to be a 
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greater affair than was at first supposed. The exhibitIOns of 
confidence I and enthusiasm with which our early volunteers 
were greeted on their way to the field will not soon be forgot
ten. How the people cheered! how the bells pealed out! how 
the flags waved! Even the little boys and girls waved their 
tiny bunting in token of patriotic zeal. But when the tug of 
war came, and the contending armies, wrestling like giants for 
the mastery, after years of telTible struggling, marching, and 
fighting without success, needed re-enforcements in order to 
secure eventual triumph, and none seemed willing to help, our 
troops in the field were not a little disheartened, and some de
serted. Nor was this all. There were those at home who 
tried to arrest the war, and tried to discourage recruiting, and 
tried to promote desertions; and, availing themselves of a n'ee 
press, spread their vicious sentiments through the army itself. 
It was to prevent such results that General Milroy applied to 
General Sherman for a remedy, which application called forth 
the following response, addressed to Major-General Thomas :

"IN THE FIELD, NEAR ATLANTA, August 5, 1864. 

"General Milroy's letter of July 26, with your indorsement, 
is now before me. He asks to suppress the sale and ciTcula
tion, in his district, of certain mischievous and treasonable 
newspapers, and transmits to me certain slips as proofs of the 
mischievous character of such papers. I would willingly sup
press them were it possible to do so, but in human nature 
there is so much of the mule left, that prohibition of a news
paper only increases its cu·culation. The press is a power in 
the land. For a quarter of a century past it had been sowing 
the whirlwind, and now we reap the storm. It is my opinion 
that the freedom of the press to publish mischievous matter, 
like personal slander, libel, false statements of facts, or other 
matter calculated to promote desertions in the army, or de
signed to give information to the enemy, should be regulated 
by statute law. At present we are going through the expensive 
but natural process which may result in a resort to the knife 
and pistol for the defence of reputation. It is ah·eady demoD.
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strated, we must use the military power. to put d-oWll the cir
culation of newspapers hurtful to the public service. 

"The suppression of the few papers mentioned by General 
Milroy would be something like undertaking to dam up the 
tributaries of the Ohio to stop the flood of the Mississippi. 
If General Milroy finds anybody selling mischievous publi
cations within the sphere of his authority, he might give him 
a good thrashing, or put him in the stocks; but he cannot 
reach the editors and publishers, who are making money by 
the publication in New York, Chicago, or Louisville. 

"Each military commander, subject to me, may suppress 
all disorders and immoralities in the sphere of his command 
as best he can: but my belief is, the proper remedy is to pun
ish the men who publish the objectionable matter, if residing 
in his jurisdiction; or if absent, then the party who cTI.'culates 
the papers. Give a good horsewhipping to any man who 
would dare advise a soldier to desert. This is all the notice I 
would take of such things at this epoch of the war." 

In May, 1863, the Union Club at Memphis, Tennessee, 
passed some resolutions commemorative of the restoration of 
law and order in that city, which were transmitted to General 
Sherman by a gentleman of that place, to which he responded 
as follows:

"WALNUT HILLS, MISSISSIPPI, May 25,1863. 

"Yours of 18th instant is received. I thank you for the 
kind sentiments expressed, and desire you to express to the 
Union Club the assurance of my continued regard and in
terest. 

"In union are strength, power to do good, power to repress 
evil-honor, fame, and glory to our beloved country. In dis
union are weakness, discord, suspicion, ruin, and misery. 
How any well-balanced mind can hesitate in a choice between 
these passes my comprehension. Therefore, on all proper 
occasions, do h~nor to that day which saw our national emblem 
restored to its proper place in Memphis. Rejoice, and let 
your children rejoice, at each anniversary of the day which 
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beheld the downfall, in your city, of that powerful faction 
which had for a long period usurped all the functions of gov
ernment, and made patriots tremble for their personal safety 
in the very centre of the republic. Now all is changed; right
ful government once more prevails. The great Valley of the 
Mississippi comprises the principal interests of this country; 
and Memphis is in the centre, and, like the heart, must regulate 
the pulsation of life throughout the more remote arteries and 
veins. Let me exhort you to be calm, magnanimous, and pa
tient. Boast not over your fallen neighbors, but convince 
them of their delusion, and that the Union men are above 
petty malice, and will even respect their prejudices, if not in
curable. 

"I deplore the devastation and misery that attend the pro
gress of the war; but all history teaches that war, pestilence, 
and famine are the usual means by which the Almighty an'ests 
the progress of errol', and allays the storm of human passion." 

The long duration of the war, and the necessity of more 
troops to re-enforce our wasting armies, compelled Congress to 
pass a conscript law. The idea of a universal draft was espe
cially unwelcome to the people of New England. Their repre
sentatives were on the sharp lookout for expedients to save 
their people £I'om the sweeping operations of a general draft. 
To satisfy them, it was provided in the law that any State 
might raise volunteers in rebel States, to be credited to the 
quota of the States raising them, respectively; and as the 
negroes were the only loyal people available in the rebel States, 
of course the only prospect of obtaining volunteers was in 
that direction. Recmiting agents soon presented themselves 
to commanders of armies, duly certified from their respective 
States, full of confidence and zeal, and well assured that for 
every negro sent to the war, one white man would be left at 
home. Genera.! Sherman, like many others, did not like that 
provision of the law. There was something about it unmanly; 
it showed a disposition to shiTk the duties of the citizen in a 
time of dauger; it showed that the desire of ease and the love 
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of gain were beginning til prevail against the suggestions of 
patriotism and honor; al'd the idea of shifting on the shoulders 
of the poor negroes the S'1cred duty of fighting the battles of 
the country, to the extent suggested, was offensive to our brave 
white men, who had been fighting hard and long to sustain 
our common Government, leaving all others home to profit by 
the war; and they felt that those they left at home should 
now bear a hand. Besides this, the thing was wholly imprac
ticable. General Sherman submitted his objections, and the 
impracticable features of the measure, to the President, who, 
in answer, sent the following dispatch :

"EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, July 18, 1864. 

"I have seen your dispatch, and objections to agents of 
Northern States opening recruiting near your camps. An act 
of Congress authorizes this, giving the appointment of agents 
to th'6 States, and not to the executive government. It is not 
for the War Department or myself to restrain or modify the 
law in its execution, further than actual necessity may require. 
To be candid, I was for the passl1.ge of the law, not apprehend
ing at the time it would produce snch inconvenience to armies 
in the field as you now cause me to fear. Many of the States 
were very anxious for it. I hoped that, with State bounties 
and active exertions, they would get out substantial additions 
to our colored forces, which, unlike white troops, help us where 
they come from as well as where they go to. I still hope for 
advantage from the law, and being a law, it must be treated as 
such by all. We here will do all we can to save you from dif
ficulties arising from it. ~Iay I ask, the1'(,fot'8, that you will 
give it your hearty co-operation ?" 

This letter of the President's was sufficient. There was the 
law, and there the expression of Mr. Lincoln's desire to see it 
carried out. It could make no difference that the 18w was not 
practicable of execution-it must be obl:lyed, and Sherman 
proceeded to give directions to carry it out. 

General Sherman did not always write in the vehemen~ style. 

http:passl1.ge
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Some of ~is letters have a spice of hUlllor in them quite re
freshing, as the following specimen will show. The gentleman 
to whom it was addressed was a chaplain in the rebel army, 
who had been captured at Chattanooga, and relieved from 
capture, and, as it would seem, was relieved of his horse at the 
same time, which latter fact he felt to be a great hardship j 
and when Sherman arrived at Atlanta the chaplain applied by 
letter, sent through our lines, f01' an order to compel the fellow 
who deprived him of his horse to restore him, or the general 
to send him another one in his stead. This was the gen
eral's decision, dated at Atlanta, on the 16th of September, 
1864:

"DEAR SIR-Your letter of September 14th is received. I 
approach a question involving a title to a ' horse' with defer
ence for the laws of war. That mysterious code, of which we 
talk so much but know so little, is remarkably silent on the 
'horse.' He is a beast so tempting to the soldier,-to him of 
the wild cavah'y, the fancy artillery, or the patient infantry,
that I find more difficulty in recovering a worthless, spavined 
beast than in paying a million of 'greenbacks;' so that I fear 
I must reduce your claim to one of finance, and refer you to 
the STeat Board of Claims in Washington, that may reach 
your case by the time your grandchild becomes a great-grand
father. 

" Privately, I think it was a shabby thing in the scamp of 
the Thirty-first :Missouri who took your horse, and the colonel 
or his brigadier should have restored him. But I cannot un
dertake to make good the sins of omission of my own colonels 
or brigadiers, much :bess those of a former generation. 'When 
this cruel war is over,' and peace once more gives you a parish, 
I will promise, if near you, to procure, out of one of Uncle 
Sam's corrals, a beast that will replace the one taken from you 
so wrongfully; but now it is impossible. We have a big jour
ney before us, and need all we have, and, I fear, more too j so 
look out when the Yanks are about and hide your beasts, for 
my experience is that all soldiers are very careless in a search 
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for title. I know that General Hardee will confirm this my 
advice." 

It will be recollected that Chief-Justice Chase, in the spring 
of 1865:dofi'ed his official robes, and, like a true American, 
made a journey South in search of a cure for the national dis
temper. The civil war had come to a pause. The leaders of 
the rebellion had been overthrown, and were now, like a com
munityof pirates, cast upon a desolate island in mid ocean, 
cursing each other, and dividing their ill-gotten gains amid 
thunder, and lightning, and storm. Abstract justice was on 
a tour of observation and inquiry; and the presiding officer of 
th~ highest civil tribunal in the land met a leader of armies, 
when the two friends talked together. The topic of discussion 
was, the healing of the nation. The following letter indicatos 
the convictions of the soldier . 

.. STEAMER PRUSSIA, BEAUFORT HARBoR, 

May 6, 1865-6 A. M. 

" On reaching this ship late last night, I found your valued 
letter, with the printed sheet, which I have also read. 

" I am not yet prepared to receive the negro on terms of 
political equality, for the reason it will raise passions and pre
iudices at the North, which; superadded to the causes yet 
dormant at the South, might rekindle the war, whose fires are 
now dying out, and which by skilful management might be 
kept down. AB you must observe, I prefer to work with 
known facts, rather than to reason ahead to remote conclusions. 
By way of illustration, we ar~ now weather-bound. Is it not 
best to lay quiet at anchor till those white-cap breakers look 
less angry, and the southwest winds shift? I think all old 
sailors will answer yes; whilst we, impatient to reach our goal, 
are tempted to dash through at risk of life and property. 
am willing to admit that tl~e conclusions you reac:q by pure 
mental process may be all correct; but don't you think it 
better first to get the ship of State in some order, that it may 
be handled and guided? Now, all at the South is pW'e anarchy. 

I 
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The milit~ry power of the United States cannot reach the 
people who are spread over a vast surface of country. 

"We can control the local State capitals, and, it may be, 
slowly shape political thoughts, but we cannot combat existing 
ideas with force. I say honestly, that the assertion openly of 
your ideas of universal negro suffrage, as a fixed policy of our 
General Government, to be backed by physical power, will pro
duce new war, sooner or later, and one which, from its des
ultory character, will be more bloody and destructive than 
the last. 

" I am rejoiced that you, upon whom devolves so much, are 
aiming to see facts and persons with your own eye. 

" I think the changes necessary in the future can be made 
faster and more certain, by means of our constitution, than by 
any plan outside of it. If now we go outside of the constitu
tion for a means of change, we rather justify the rebels in their 
late attempt. Wh~reas now, as General Schofield tells us, the 
people of the South are ready and willing to make the neces
sary changes without shock or violence. I have felt the past 
war as bitterly and keenly as any man could, and I frankly 
confess myself' afraid' of anew war; and a new war is bound 
to result from the action you suggest, of giving to the enfran
chised negroes so large a share in the delicate task of putting 
the Southern States in practical working relations with the 
General Government. The enfranchisement of the negro should 
be exceptional and not general, founded upon a standard of 
intelligence, or by reason of valuable military service during 
the war or hereafter." 

At the close of the war General Howard was made chief of 
the Freedmen's Bureau, headquarters at Washington. His 
duties were, "to· correct that in which the law, by reason of 
its universality, was deficient." He was placed at the head of 
a species. of Poor Law Board, with vague powers to define 
justice, and execute loving-kindness between four millions of 
emancipated slaves and all the rest of mankind. He WaS to 
be not exactly a military commander, nor yet a judge of a 
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for title. I know that General Hardee will confirm this my 
advice." 

It will be recollected that Chief-Justice Chase, in the spring 
of 1865:dofi'ed his official robes, and, like a true American, 
made a journey South in search of a cure for the national dis
temper. The civil war had come to a pause. The leaders of 
the rebellion had been overthrown, and were now, like a com
munityof pirates, cast upon a desolate island in mid ocean, 
cursing each other, and dividing their ill-gotten gains amid 
thunder, and lightning, and storm. Abstract justice was on 
a tour of observation and inquiry; and the presiding officer of 
the highest civil tribunal in the land met a leader of armies, 
whim the two friends talked together. The topic of discussion 
was, the healing of the nation. The following letter indicates 
the convictions of the soldier . 

.. STEAMER PRUSSIA, BEAUFORT HARBOR, 

May 6, 1865-6 A. M. 

" On reaching this ship late last night, I found your valued 
letter, with the printed sheet, which I have also read. 

" I am not yet prepared to receive the negro on terms of 
political equality, for the reason it will raise passions and pre
iudices at the North, which, superadded to the causes yet 
dormant at the South, might rekindle the war, whose fires are 
now dying out, and which by skilful management might be 
kept down. As you must observe, I prefer to work with 
known facts, rather than to reason ahead to remote conclusions. 
By way of illustration, we are now weather-bound. Is it not 
best to lay quiet at anchor till those white-cap breakers look 
less angry, and the southwest winds shift? I think all old 
sailors will answer yes; whilst we, impatient to reach our goal, 
are tempted to dash through at risk of life and property. 
am willing to admit that tlie conclusions you reac~ by pure 
mental process may be all conect; but don't you think it 
better first to get the ship of State in some order, that it may 
be handled and guided? Now, all at the South is pure anarchy. 

I 
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The military power of the United States cannot reach the 
people who are spread over a vast surface of country. 

"We can control the local State capitals, and, it may be, 
slowly shape political thoughts, but we cannot combat existing 
ideas with force. I say honestly, that the assertion openly of 
your ideas of universal negro suffrage, as a fixed policy of our 
General Government, to be backed by physical power, will pro
duce new war, sooner or later, and one which, from its des
ultory character, will be more bloody and destructive than 
the last. 

" I am rejoiced that you, upon whom devolves so much, are 
aiming to see facts and persons with your own eye. 

"I think the changes necessary in the future can be made 
faster and more certain, by means of our constitution, than by 
any plan outside of it. If now we go outside of the constitu
tion for a means of change, we rather justify the rebels in their 
late attempt. Wh~reas now, as General Schofield tells us, the 
people of the South are ready and willing to make the neces
sary changes without shock or violence. I have felt the past 
war as bitterly and keenly as any man could, and I frankly 
confess myself' afraid' of a new war; and a new war is bound 
to result from the action you suggest, of giving to the enfran
chised negroes so large a share in the delicate task of putting 
the Southern States in practical working relations with the 
General Government. The enfranchisement of the negro should 
be exceptional and not general, founded upon a standard of 
intelligence, or by reason of valuable military service during 
the war or hereafter." 

At the close of the war General Howard was made chief. of 
the Freedmen's Bureau, headquarters at Washington. His 
duties were, "to· correct that in which the law, by reason of 
its universality, was deficient." He was placed at the head of 
a species. of Poor Law Board, with vague powers to define 
justice, and execute loving-kindness between four millions of 
emancipated slaves and all the rest of mankind. He was to 
be not exactly a military commander, nor yet a judge of a 
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Court of Chancery, but a sort of combination of the religious 
missionary and school commissioner, with power to feed and 
instruct, and this for an empire half as large as Europe. But 
few officers of the army would have had the moral courage to 
accept such appointment, and fewer still were as well fitted to 
fill it, and discharge one-half its complicated and multifaI:ious 
duties. As soon as General Howard concluded to accept his 
new appointment, he apprized his old commander of the fact 
by a friendly letter, and received the following in answer :

"IN THE FIELD, DuMFRIES, Va., May 17th, 1865-9 P. M. 

"Your letter of May 12, inclosing General Orders, War De~ 
partment, No. 91, of May 12, reached me here, on arrival at 
camp, about dark. 

" Colonel Strong is camped just behind me, General Logan 
about two miles back, and the Fifteenth Corps at Acquia 
Creek, eight miles back. Copies of orders No. 91 are being 
made, and will be sent back to them. I hardly know whether 
to congratulate you or not, but of one thing you may rest 
assured, that you possess my entire confidence, and I cannot 
imagine that matters that may involve the future of four mil
lions of souls could be put in more charitable and more con
scientious hands. So far as m~n can do, I believe you will, 
but I fear you ha.ve Hercules' task. God has limited the power 
of man, and though, in the kindness of your heart, you would 
alleviate all the ills of humanity, it is not in your power; nor 
is it in your power to fulfil one-tenth part of the expectations 
of those who framed the bureau for the freedmen, refugees, 
and abandoned estates. It is simply impracticable. Yet you 
can and will do all the good one man may, and that is all you 
are called on as a man and Christian to do; and to that 'extent 
count on me as a friend and fellow-soldier for counsel and 
assistance. I believe the negro is free by act of master and 
by the laws of war, now ratified by actual consent and power. 
The demand for his labor, and his ability to acquire and work 
land, will enable the negro to work out that amount of free
dom and political consequence to which he is or may be en
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titled by natural right and the acquiescence of his fellow
men. 

"There is a strong prejudice of race, which over our whole 
country exists. The negro is denied a vote in all the Northern 
States, save two or three, and then qualified by conditions not 
attachea. to the white race; and by the constitution of the 
United States, to States is left the right to fix the qualification 
of voters. The United States cannot make negroes vote in 
the South, any more than they can in the North, without 
revolution; and as we have just emerged from one attempted 
revolution, it would be wrong to begin another. I notice in 
our country, one class of people make war and leave others 
to fight it out. 

" I do believe the people of the South realize the fact that 
their former slaves are free, and if allowed reasonable time, 
and are not harassed by confiscation and political complica
tions, will very soon adapt their condition and interests to 
their new state of facts. 

" Many of them will sell, or lease on easy terms, parts of 
their land to their former slaves, and gradually the same 
political state of things will result as now exists in Maryland, 
Kentucky, and Missouri. The people cannot afford to pay 
the necessary taxes to maintain separate colonies of negroes, 
or the armies needed to enforce the rights of negroes dwelling 
in the Southern States, in a condition antagonistic to the feel.
ings and prejudice of the people, the result of which will be 
internal war, and the final extermination of the negro race. 
But I am not familiar with the laws of Congress which origin
ated your bureau, but repeat my entire co?fidence in your 
pure and exalted character, and your ability to do in the prem
ises ai that anyone man can do." 



464 SHERMAN .AND IDS CAMP AWNS. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

AT HOME. 

RELIEVED from the cares and responsibilities of his command, 
and while awaiting the further orders of the Government, 
Sherman sought and obtained permission from the lieutenant
general to visit his home, his family, and his friends. 

On his an'ival at his old home, at Lancaster, Ohio, on the 
24th of June, 1865, General Sherman was met at the railway 
station by several thousands of his friends, neighbors, and 
veteran soldiers, and was welcomed by Judge Hunter, on the 
part of the citizens, and Colonel Connell, on behalf of the 
veterans. 

The general replied :

"FRIENDS OF MY BOYHOOD: 

" I thank you for this most hearty welcome. I am especially 
thankful for the kind words of the tried and valued friend of 
my family, Mr. Hunter, and for the warmth with which Colonel 
Connell and the soldiers have received me. With the latter, I 
can deal in very few words, for they know that with us words 
are few ana mean much, and that when the time comes again, 
we will go where the stars and stripes lead, without asking 
many questions. 

" MyoId friends and neighbors, I knew your fathers before 
you better than yourselves, for it is near thirty years since I 
left here a boy; and now, in full manhood, I find myself again 
among you, with a name connected with the history of our 
country. 
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"During the past. four years my mind hl\.s been so intent 
upon but one thing-the success of our arms-that I have 
tllOught of nothing else. I claim no special honor, only to 
have done a full man's share; for when one's country is in 
danger, the man who will not defend it, and sustain it, with 
his natural strength, is no man at all. :For this I claim no 
special merit, for I have done simply what all the boys in blue 
have done. I have only labored with the strength of a single 
man, and have used the brains I inheritod and the (lucation 
given by my country. The war through which wo have just 
passed has covered a wide area of country, and imposed upon 
us a task which, like a vast piece of machinery, required many 
parts, all of which were equally important to the working of 
the whole. ProYidence assigned me my part, and if I have 
done it, I am well satisfied. 

"The past is now with the historian, but we must still 
grapple with tho fut1ll'e. In this we neod a guide, and, fortu
nately for us all, we can trust the constitution which has safely 
brought us through the gloom and danger of the past. Let 
each State take care of its own local interests and affairs-Ohio 
of hers, Louisiana of hers, Wisconsin of hers-and the best 
results will follow. You all know well that I have lived much 
at the South, and I say that though we have had bitter and 
fierce enemies in war, we must meet this people again in peace. 
The bad men among them will separate from those who ask 
for order and peace, and when the peoplo do thus separate we 
can encourage the good, and, if need be, we can Ctlt the head 
of the bad air at one blow. Let the I resent take care of the 
present, and with the faith inspired by the past, wo can trust 
the future to tho future. The Governmont of the United 
States and the constitution of our fathers have proven their 
strength and power in time of war, and I believe our whole 
country will be even more brilliant in the vast a~d unknown 
futUl'e than in the past. 

"Follow-soldiers and neigh bars, again I thank you. I do 
not wish you to consider this a speech at all, for I do not pro
fess to be a roM of words. I preier to see you separately, at 

30 
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your leisure, in a social way. I shall be with you for some 
days, and shall be pleased to have you call in whenever you 
feel like it, in the old familiar way, without any of the formality 
and reserve which were proper enough in the midst of the 
armies." 

He remained with his family .but a few days when an invita
tion from hip old comrades of the Army of the Tennessee to 
attend their barbecue at Louisville, on the approaching 4th of 
July, in honor of victory and peace, again drew him from his 
retirement. On his way to Louisville, he passed through 
Oincinnati, arriving there on the night of the 30th of June, to 
find that the citizens had hastily arranged a formal welcome. 

On making his appearance on the balcony of the Burnett 
House, General Sherman was greeted with deafening cheers . 

. Mr. Stanberry, in a pleasant and courteous speech, formally 
t.endered the welcome of the city, and then, with a brief refer
ence to the general's extraordinary career, introdu.ced him to 
the citizens.' Mr. Stanberry was frequently interrupted by 
applause, and at the close of his address three cheers were 
given for . Sherman, who, in response, said:

"FELLOW OITIZENS-I am not so accustomed to speaking as 
my friend Stanberry, and therefore you must be a little more 
silent as to noise, and charitable as to "'ords. I am very 
proud that he, befo''re every other man, has received me here 
on this portico, for, as he says, he knew my father before me, 
I1nd all my family. He knew me when I was a little red
headed boy, running about Lancaster stealing his cherries. I 
am thankful that he has introduced me, for I believe he un
derstands the workings of my heart as well as I do myself, and 
I know that he can tell it better than I can, therefore I accept 
his version without qualification. 

"While we are here together to-night let me tell you, as a. 
point of historical interest, that here, upon this spot, in this 
very hotel, and I think almost in the room through which I 
reached this balcony, General Grant and I laid down our maps 
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and studied the campaiQ11 which ended our war. I had bHen
I 0 

away down in Mississippi finishing up an unfinished job I had 
down there, when he called for me by telegraph to meet him 
in Nashville. But we were bothered so much there that we 
came up here, and in this hotel sat down with our maps and 
talked ~ver the lines and the operations by means of which 
we were to reach the heart of our enemy. He went to Rich
mond, and I to Atlanta. We varied as to time; but the result 
was just as we laid it out in this hotel, in March, 1864. 

" General Grant and I had only one object to fulfil. Our 
hearts and feelings are one: we were determined the United 
States should survive this war with honor; and that those who 
came after us, in future years and centuries, should never turn 
upon this generation and say we were craven cowards. Now 
what is the truth? Are you not proud? You are not proud 
of me, but you are proud of the result. General Grant, and 
General Sherman, and every other patriot think of but one 
thing ;' we don't bother ourselves about local details; we think 
of only one idea-the supremacy of our country represented 
by Congress, the judiciary, and the executive-the people be
ing a part of the grand whole. We may think differently 
about the roads, the mud, about horses and mules; but in one 
thing we do not differ-that this country shall survive, and be 
honored not only here but all over the world. 

" When our thoughts are of this character, don't let us bother 
ourselves about little things. There are great thoughts abroad 
in America, and you and I and all of us are charged with them, 
and let us see that our country stands unchanged as to boun
daries. We have the best country on earth. Our history in 
the past is beautiful, and her future is in our keeping. I hope 
and pray that the present generation will Ipaintain the present; 
and I know that those who come after us will make that pres
ent more glorious than it now is. We have but begun the 
work. I have travelled from one part of the country to the 
other, and I know that we are almost in a state of wilderness 
yet. Not one acre in ten in Ohio, and not one in forty in Ten
nf'ssee, is unproved as it ought to be. When we are as popu- ' 
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lous as Europe, it will be time to tread upon our neighbor's 
heels. You in Ohio have the most lovely country the SUD 

ever shone upon; and every returned Ohio soldier, I hope, 
will take my advice and go to his farm and cultivate it the 
best he can, rather than wander away into new enterprises. 
For fifty years to come, at least, I never want to hear a word 
about war in America. If anybody, at home or abroad, treads 
upon our coat-tails we will be ready for a fight. But I am for 
peace now. The Army 6f the Tennessee is now peaceably 
disposed. We simply warn our friends not to tread upon 
onr coat-tails; that is all. " 

The general then thanked the people for the interest they 
had taken in his presence, and bid them good-night. 

The army received their old leader with cordial and unre
strained enthusiasm. After spending an agreeable anniver
sary among his old fellow-soldiers, Sherman went to St. Louis 
to assume formal command of his new military division, pre
paratory to availing himself of a more extended holiday. 

At a public dinner given to him by the citizens at St. Louis 
he spoke as follows :

" Here, in St. I.Jouis, probably began. the great centre move
ment which terminated the war-a battle-field such as never 
before was seen, extending from ocean to ocean almost, with 
the right wing and the left wing; and from the centre here I 
remember one evening, up in the old Planters' House, sitting 
with General Halleck and General Cullum, and we were talk
ing about this, that, and the other. A map was on the table, 
and I was explaining the position of the troops of the enemy 
in Kentucky when I came to this State. General Halleck 
knew well the position here, and I remember well the question 
he asked me-the question of the school teacher to his child 
-' Sherman, here is the line: how will you break that line?' 
, Physically, by a perpendicular force.' 'Where is the per
penclicular ?' 'The line of the Tennessee River.' General 
Halleck is the !luth~r of that first beginning, and I give him 
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credit for it with pleasure. Laying down his pencil upon the 
map, h~ said, 'There is the line, and we must take it.' The 
capture of the forts on the Tennessee RiYer by the troops led 
by Grant followed. These were the grand strategic features 
of that first movement, and it succeeded perfectly. 

"General Halleck's plan went further-not to stop at his 
first line, which ran through Columbus, Bowling Green, cross
ing the river at Henry and Donelson, but to push on to the 
second line, which ran through lIfemphis and Oharleston; but 
troubles intenened at Nashville, and delays followed; oppo
sition to the last movement was made, and I myself was 
brought an actor on the scene. 

"I remember our ascent of the Tennessee River: I have 
seen to-night captains of steamboats who first went with us 
there. Storms came, and we did not reach the point we de
sired. .M that ti~e General O. F. Smith was in command. 
He was a man indeed: all the old officers remember him as a 
gallant and excellent officer; and had he lived, probably some 
of us younger fellows 'would not have attained our present 
positions. But that is now past. We followed him the 
second time, and then came the landing of forces at Pittsburg 
Landing. Whether it vvas a mistake in landing them on the' 
west instead of the east bank, it is not necessary now to dis
cuss. I think it was not a mistake. There was gathered the 
first great army of the ""Test, commencing with only twelve 
thousand, then twenty, then thirty thousand, and we had about 
thirty-eight thousand in that battle; and all I clai~ for that 
is, that it was a contest for manhood: there was no strategy. 
Gmnt was there, and others of us, all young at that time, and 
unknown men, but our enemy was old, and Sidney Johnston, 
whom all the officers remembered as a power among .the old 
officers, high above Grant, myself, or anybody else, led the 
enemy on that battle-field, and I almost wonder how we 
conquered. But, as I remarked, it was a contest for 
manhood-man to man-soldier to soldier. We fought, and 
we held our gronnd, and therefore accounted ourselves victo
rious. 
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(C The possession of the Mississippi River is the possession 
of America, and I say that had the Southern Confederacy (call 
it by what name you may)-had that power represented by 
the Southern Confederacy held with a grip sufficiently strong 
the lower part of the Mississippi River, we would have been 
a subjugated people; and they would have dictated to us if we 
had given up the possession of the lower Mississippi. It was 
vital to us, and we fought for it and won. We determined to 
have it; but we could not go down with our frail boats past 
the batteries of Vicksburg. It was a physical impossibility; 
therefore what was to be done? After the Talbhatchie line 
was carried, Vicksburg was the next point. I went with a 
small and hastily collected force, and repeatedly endeavored 
to make a lodgment ' on the bluff between Vicksburg and 
Haines' Bluff, while General Grant moyed with his main army 
so 'as to place himself on the high plateau behind Vicksburg; 
but' man proposes and God disposes,' and we failed on that 
occasion. I then gathered my hastily collected force and went 
down further; and then, for the fiyst time, I took General Blair 
and his brigade under my command. . 

"On the very day I had agreed to be there I was there, and 
we swung our flanks around, and the present governor of Mis
souri fell a prisoner to the enemy on that day. We failed. I 
waited anxiously for a co-operating force inland and b!3low us, 
but they did not come, and after I had made the assault I 
learned that the depot at Holly Springs had been broken up, 
and that General Grant had sent me word not to attempt it. 
But it was too late. Nevertheless, although we were unable 
to carry it at first, there were other things to be done. The 
war covered such a vast area there was plenty to do. I thought 
of that affair at Arkansas Post, although others claim it, and 
they may have it if they want it. We cleaned them out there, 
and General Grant then brought his army to Vicksburg. And 
you in St. Louis remember well that long winter-how we 
were on ,the levee, with the waters rising and drowning us like 
muskrats; how we were seeking channels through Deer Creek 
and Y f\ZOO Pass, and how we finally cut a canal across tho 
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peninsula, in front of Vicksburg. But all that time the true 
movement was the original movemcnt, and every thing ap
proximating to it came nearer the truth. But we could not 
make any retrograde movement. Why? Because your peo
ple at the North were too noisy. 

" We could not take a,ny step backward, and for that reason 
we were forced to run the batteries at Vicksburg, and make a 
lodgment on the ridges on some of the bluff's below Vicksburg. 
It is said I protested against it. It is folly. I never protested 
in my life- never. On the contrary, General Grant rested on 
me probably more responsibility even than any other com
mander under him; for he wrote to me, ' I want you to move 
on Haines' Bluff to enable me to pass to the next fort below
Grand Gulf. I hate to ask you, because the fervor of the 
North will accuse you of being rebellious again.' I love Grant 
for his kindness. I did make the feint on Haines' Bluff, and 
by that means Grant ran the blockade easily to Grand Gulf, 
and made a lodgment down there, and got his army up on the 
high plateau in the rear of Vicksburg, while you people here 
were beguiled into the belief that Sherman was aga~ repulsed. 
But we did not repose confidence in everybody. 'then fol
lowed the movements on Jackson, and the 4th of July placed 
us in possession of that great stronghold, Vicksburg, and then, 
as Mr. Lincoln said, ' the Mississippi went unvexed to the sea.' 

"¥rom that day to this the war has been virtually and 
properly settled. It was a certainty then. They would have 
said, 'We give up;' but Davis would not ratify it, and he had 
them under good discipline, and therefore it was necessary to 
fight again. Then came the affair of Chickamauga. The 
Army of the Mississippi, lying along its banks, were called into 
a. new field of action, and so one morning early I got orders to 
go to Chattanooga. I did not know where it was, hardly. I 

I 	 did not know the road to go there. But I found it, and got 
there in time. And although my men were shoeless, and the 
cold and bitter frosts of winter were upon us, yet I must still 
go to Knoxville, one hundr~d and thirteen miles further, to re
lieve Burnside. That march we made. Then winter forced 
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us to lie quiet. During that winter I took a little exercise 
down the river, but that is of no account." 

General Buell has since published a lengthy reply to this 
speech, showing, by official documents: I. That as early as 
the 3d of January, 1862, he himself proposed to General Hal
leck the identical plan of operations that was subsequently 
followed; II. That General Halleck had at that time neither 
formed nor adopted any plan of operations for the ensuing 
campaign. General Buell also endeavors to prove that the 
delays which occurred in the execution of the plan were not 
chargeable to him. 

The prime object of General Sherman's remarks, however, 
was simply to award credit which he supposed clue to one who 
had become his enemy. To that end he stated the facts as 
they came within his knowledge, and could hardly have been 
expected to be cognizant of the confidential dispatches quoted 
by General Buell. 

Prom St. Louis, General Sherman went to Chicago, Colum
bus, and other places, on his way home, everywhere heartily 
greeted by the people and the returned soldiers, and every
where compelled, in spite of himself, to satisfy the desire of 
the crowd for a speech. 

After his return to St. Louis, General Sherman was present, 
with General Grant, at a banquet given to a party of English 
capitalists, consisting of Mr. James McHenry, the Hon. T. 
Kinnaird, Sir Morton Peto, and others, at the Southern Hotel, 
on Thursday night, September 14th, 1865. General Grant, 
who was present, having been in vain called upon to reply to a 
toast, General Sherman said :

"GENTLElIIEN-I regret exceedingly that my commanding 
general will not respond to the sentiment. As a citizen of St. 
Louis, rather than as an officer in the army, I will thank these 
gentlemen for the kindly mention they haye made of General 
Grant, the whole army, and myself. I believe it is sincere. 
believe they appreciate and realize the fact that General 

• 
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Grant, as the representative of the Army of the United States 
has hdc1, from the beginning to the end, but one single pur
pose in view. He has not sought to kill, slay, and destroy, 
but resolved on the fhst day of the war that this country 
should live one and inseparable forever. He felt as we all 
should feel, prepared for this very occasion, when honorable 
gentlemen may come from abroad, and not have occasion to 
blush that the sons of Englishmen permitted anarchy and 
downfall in the country intrusted to them. And notwith
standing the spirit of the press at one time in England, I be
lieve then and now every true Anglo-Saxon, every Irishman, 
and every Scotchman rejoiced, and rejoice now, that we are 
men, and that we did not permit our country to break in two 
or many sections. And, moreover, I believe every foreign 
nation-France, Spain, Germany, and Russia-have as much 
interest in onr national existence as we have ourselves; and 
now, that peace is once more attained, these gentlemen corne 
of their own accord, generously and kincllJ, to see for them
selves whether we meTit the assistance which they have in 
abundance to develop the resources of our country, yet new, 
with forests still standing on nine-tenths of it. They seem to 
be impressed favorably, and I have no doubt, in their influen
tial stations abroad, they will induce thousands and millions 
to think and feel as they do. They have seen this day the 
iron-clads stripped of their grmor. They have seen your levee 
for three miles lined with peaceful steamboats loaded with 
corn and oats to go to that Southern country with which we 
have been at war. They see the lieutenant-general of all our 
armies dressed as a citizen at this table, and they will carry 
abroad a perfectly comprehensive, clear, and mathematical 
intelligence that we are at peace, that we want peace, and that 
we will have it, even at the expense of war. 

"But I am well assUTed that there is no nation that desires 
war with us; that every question that can possibly urise can 
be adjusted by statesmen, bJ merchants, bJ men of intelli
gence and public citizens, assembled together just as you are, 
discussing just as you would the affairs of the Pacific Railroad, 
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or any thing else-adjusting differences, striking the balance, 
and paying it out in bank when called for. Therefore, gentle
men, I am glad to see you among us, and I know the people 
of St. Louis are glad to see you. You can see in one hour 
what you could not procure by reading one thousand columns 
of closely printed matter in the London Times. There are 
things seen, things felt within, which cannot be described. 
Even ~hakspeare fails to convey a full and intelligent descrip
tion of many thoughts, and no author can convey a description 
of a place or locality that will give you in a month of reading 
what you acquire to-day by simply running back and forth by 
our city, and traversing it right andle£t in carriages. 

"You have seen the streets of the city and the form and 
manner of building, and the character of the buildings; and 
you have seen where but a few years ago there was nothing 
but-a wild prairie, and where, as has been stated, forty years 
ago there was but a French village of four thousand inhabit
ants, and you finel yourself in a palace-in a room which will 
compare favorably with any on earth. .From these facts, you 
can arrive at conclusions in regard to the future. -Whether 
vivid or not, it is for the future. The present you have seen 
for yourselves. You have seen the material resources of the 
country. The people of the country have heard the kindly 
words which you have spoken, and I know we receive it in the 
plain British meaning. I, therefore, simply, genHemen, beg 
to assure you of my respect-a respect which all educated 
officers in the army bear to England, and all nations that act 
fairly, manfully, and without conceahnent." 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

CONCLUSION. 

WHEN Count Segur, in giving his graphic account or Napo
leon's great Russian campaign, declared it was impossible to 
comprehend the great events or history without a perfect 
knowledge of the character and manners of the principal actors, 
he disclosed a profound knowledge of his art. Such know
ledge of Sherman, however, can only be had by being associated 
with him both at home and in the field. If we form our esti
mate of General Sherman's character and manners from his 
brilliant but hasty letters and military reports alone, or from 
the record of his military career, or from such descriptions of 
him as have been given by army correspondents, or from all 
these sources of infornUl,tion together, we will be likely to have 
a very imperfect idea of the man. The country, however, and 
the world will probably agi'ee in according him military genius 
of a high order. Indeed, this judgment can hardly be with
held without obliterating the most brilliant achievements of 
the war, still rresh in the memory of all. 

It has been the fortune of but few eminent men like General 
Sherman, to receive both the applause and abuse usually ac
corded to greatness, in the short space of four years. It is too 
early to write his history. Fifty or a hundred years hence he 
will be better understood than now, and more appreciated. 

In personal appearance and manners, General Sherman is 
not essentially different from other men of American education 
and culture. At this writing, he is past forty-five years of age, 
of bll and commanding form; and a stranger, introduced to 
him for the first time, without any previous knowledge of his 
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real character, would be more impressed by his individuality 
than by his personal presence. His head is large and well
developed, and covered with straight auburn hair. His eyes 
are dark hazel, In.rge and piercing. He wears his hail' care
lessly, and his beard short-cropped. The pictures of him in 
the shop windows harclly do justice to his actual personal ap
pearance, the deep lines of his face giving him the aspect of a 
man of rather harsh and repulsive manners, not consonant 
with his ordinary habits and character. 

General Sherman always aims at what is practical, solid, 
and useful, and not to what is merely specious and attractive. 
His historical researches have, accordingly, been of greater 
use to him in actual experience than those of many a more 
widely-read student. He seems to have read history for the 
useful lessons it imparts; to leaI'n what men have said and 
done in the past, which may be used as guides for the future, 
just as he would judge of the topography of a country on the 
far side of a river, which he cannot see, by carefully surveying 
the side he can see. In conversation he is clear, direct, com
prehensive, anel. intelligent. In socinl life he is exceedingly 
agreeable, polite, and hospitable, and is very fond of children, 
generally selecting a dancing partner from the little girls. His 
action in the case of the boy Howe, wounded at Vicksburg, 
and who showed such remarkable presence of mind amid 
danger, illustrates his appreciation of boys who give evidence 
of uncommon ability and promise. Young Howe was sent to 
a naval school, at his suggestion; and two other youths were 
selected by him, for meritorious conduct in the field, and sent 
to the Government academy at vVest Point. 

During the autumn of 1863, General Sherman sent for his 
family to visit him at his military camp on the Big Black, in 
Mississippi, to enjoy their society for a month or more, while 
his corps was being prepared for other operations. On the 
way back his eldest, boy, Willie, was taken ill and died. He 
had been made, by vote of the Thirteenth Regiment United 
f?tates Infantry (his father's old regiment), an honorary ser
geant at nine years of age. This regiment escorted the 1'e
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mains of the little sergeant, and bestowed the same honors as 
if he had been such officer in fact, which so tOllched the heart 
of the father that he wrote the following letter of acknowledg
ment, which is worthy of preservation ;

"GAYOSO HOUSE, MEMPHIS, TENN.. 

October 4th-Midnight. 

" CAPTAIN C. C. SMITH, 
Commanding Battalion, Thirteenth Regulct?"s : 

"l\1y DEAn FnIEND-I cannot sleep to-night till I record an 
expression of the deep feelings of my heart to you and to the 
officers and soldiers of the battalion for their kind behavior 
to my poor child, I realize that you all feel for my family 
the attachment of kindred, and I assure you all of full reci
procity. 

"Consistent with a sense of duty to my profession and of
fice I could not leave my post, and sent for my family to come 
to me in that fatal climate and in that sickly period of the 
year; and behold the result! The child that bore my name, 
and in whose future I reposed with more confidence than I 
did in my own plans of life, now floats a mere corpse, seeking 
a grave in a distant land, with a weeping mother, brother, 
and sisters clnstered about him. But for myself, I can ask 
no sympathy. On, on I must go to meet a soldier's fate, 
or see my country rise superior to all factions, till its flag 
is adored and respected by ourselves and all the powers of 
the earth. 

" But my poor Willie was, or thought he was, a sergeant of 
the Thirteenth. I have seen his eye brighten and his heart 
beat ag he beheld the battalion under arms, and asked me if 
they were not real soldiers. Child as he was, he had the en
thusiasm, the pure love of truth, honor, and love of country 
which should animate all soldiers. 

"Goel only knows why he should die thus young. He is 
dead; but will not be forgotten till those who knew him in life 
have followed him to that same mysterious end. 

"Please conyey to the battalion my heartfelt thanks; and 



SHERMAN AND HIS CAMPAWNS.478 

assure each and all that if in after years they call on me or 
mine, and mention that they were of the Thirteenth Regulars 
when my poor Willie was a sergeant, they will have a key to 
the affections of my family that will open all it has-that we 
will share with them our last blanket, our last crust. 

"Your friend, 
""'vY. T. SHERMAN, 

, Major-General." 

General Sherman is a thorough organizer, and believes in 
o 	 the necessity of adapting me(l,ns to proper ends. He is no 

fatalist; but, like Napoleon, seems to think" the gods gener
ally favor the strongest battalions;" nevertheless, he prefers to 
have them well appointed, disciplined, and handled in battle, 
lest the gods might happen to help the other side. But he 
is not one of those cool, scientific, methodical, and tenacious 
men, bent on owing every thing to tactics and nothing to for
tune, and calculating every thing, even the chances of hazard; 
nor yet does he rush into battle relying chiefly on the inspira
tion of his own genius and the happy chances of fortune. 
Different from all this, his theory is, so far as it can be deduced 
from his military operations, first to have a properly appointed 
and duly proportioned army equal to the undertaking in hand; 
next, to school his army in tactics, so as to make it capable of 
quick and accurate movement; thpn to accustom it to battle 
in minor engagements and secondary victories; and finally, to 
strike home for grand results. And in doing this, General 
Shennan hesitates at no detail of preparation however trifling, 
and never roses sight of the idea that every tIling, after ail, 
must depend on the head that plans and the hand that guides 
the whole. He has a constitution of iron and nerves of steel; 
and his thoughts come to him with the quickness of the light

• 	 ning and as clear as the light. Before starting out for battle 
or on a campaign, he always makes himself acquainted with 
every road, stream, and farm-house on his line of march; and 
having these, he calculates, with surprising accuracy, the to
pography of the country though he never saw it. He was 
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three yeArs studying the route of his campaigns through 
Georg~a and the Carolinas; not that he had any reason to be
lievehe would be called upon to lead an army over it, but 
because he saw in the dim future such a campaign would 
eventually be necessary to put down the rebellion. He was so 
impressed with this idea at the very beginning of the war, that 
he obtained from the Census Bureau in Washington a map, 
made at his own request, of the Cotton States, with a table 
showing the cattle, horses, and products of each county, ac
cording to the last census returns reported from those States; 
so that afterwards, when the time for such enterprise arrived, 
he was practically familiar with the resources of the whole 
country on his line of march. 

General Sherman's military orders and letters are models of 
composition; and those written and issued by him during his 
operations from Chattanooga to Raleigh would, without much 
alteration, make an instructive hand-book of war. His habit 
is to look at every thing from a military standpoint; and he 
invariably touches the salient point of his subject in the cen
tre. By both natural gift and education a soldier, he possesses 
a soldier's strength, anll a soldier's high sense of honor; and 
is not without a soldier's foibles. Straight-forward, high
minded, just, and honorable himself, he has no patience with 
such as resort to trickery 01' subterfuge to accomplish their . 
ends. Of the trade of politicians he knows but little, and ever 
seemed careless to learn. .He was once nominated for public 
office, some years ago, in California. His good-natured but 
sarcastic reply was: "Gentlemen, I ani not eligible; I am not 
properly educated to hold office." To understand the full 
force of the expression, it must be remembered it was uttered 
in San Francisco ten years ago. This nomination was the 
commencement of his political career, and his reply was the 
end of it. 

General Sherman's master qualities are of the military 
order. His military estimate of men requires the most heroic 
proportions; his written orders are luminous of the inspiration 
of his own matchless genius; and when his directions to sub
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ordinatos in command are given orally, they aro absolutely 
irresistible ; and, estimating difficulti s by his own abili ty to 
overcome them, he usually winds up by saying: "And this 
must be done at any expense of life or horseflesh." He 
speaks rapidly and distinctly, without hesitation, and using the 
fewest words possible. He is no orator, but with practice 
could easily become a public speaker of more than ordinary 
power. 

General Sherman, in moral resources and in that peculiar 
power to inspire confidence and command men, is not unliKe 
the popular idea of Andrew Jackson, who, as all the world 
knows, never hesitated to "take the responsibility," and do 

p, what he thought to be right, no matt I' who opposed. His 
marvellous powor over his troops in the fielCl consists in his 
boing able to make them feel they are the best troops in the 
world, taking good care to make them so by nO\Tel' allowing 
thom to be lmnecessarily beaten, and by being himself equal 
to the high courage of his army and the occ.asion at the proper 
moment. When he commanded the Fourth Corps, it was, in 
his estimation, the best corps in the Armies of the United 
States; afterwards the Army of the Tennessee waS the best 
army in the West, because it was his; and, finally, whon he 
had two other armies under his command, they were all best. 
" Show me," said Napoleon, "the best officer in tho regiment." 
" Sire, they are all good." "Well, but point out to me the 
best." "Sire, they are all equally good." " Como, come, that 
is not an answer i-say, like Themistocles, 'I am the first; my 
neighbor is the second.''' "Sire, I mention Captain Moncey, 
because he is absent-he was wounded." " What," said Na
poleon, " Moncey, my page, the son of the marshal? Men
tion another." " Sire, he is the best." " 'VeIl, then, he shall 
have the decoration." 

General Sherman seems to have had a simila.r regard for 
such as were wounc1ed or disabled while serving in his com
mand. His letter-books show many instances of this, which 
tho following extract from a letter written to a wounded offie r 
will sufficiontly illustrate :
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" I see you desire promotion, and to be returned to duty in 
the fiElld. Indeed will I aid you all in my power to obtain 
what you merit and mnst have. The loss of your hand is no 
objection, and in your case is an evidence of title to promo
tion-with your one arm you are worth half a dozen ordinary 
men. Your left hand, guided by a good head and willing 
heart, can wield the sword to good purpose. I inclose you a 
strong letter to Governor Todd, urging your promotion." 

General Sherman's favorites among his officers were such as 
could do the best. He was always severe on such as sought 
personal advancement by unfair means. The following letter 
written by him from Atlanta, under date of July 25th, 1864, 
directed to Colonel Hardie at the War Office in Washington, 
is of itself more descriptive of General Sherman's method of 
treatment in such cases than any description we could give :

"I have your dispatch of yesterday announcing the ap
pointment of General --- as major-general. I am not ob
jecting to this appointment, but I wish to pnt on record this 
my emphatic opinion, that it is an act of injustice to officers 
who stand at their post in the clay of danger to neglect them 
and advance such as Generals ---- and ---, who left us 
in the midst of bullets to go to the rear in search of personal 
advancement. If the rear be the post of honor, thEm we had 
better change front on Washington." 

In further illustration of General Sherman's characteristics 
in the field, the following incident is given. When General 
Halleck ordered a junction of the Axmies of the Ohio and 
Tennessee at Pittsburg Landing, in the spring of 1862, it was 
a part of his plan to destroy as much as possible of tho 
Charleston andlVIemphis Railroad between Corinth anel Iuka, 
in order to embaTI'ass the enemy in collecting his forces and 
supplies at the former place. This had been twice attempted 
by General Sherman without success. It was now determined 
to make another attempt, and break the road east of Iuka, 

81 
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when he started for that purpose up the river with two gun
boats and a detachment of infantry under command of Gen
eral Fry, and a hundred picked cavahJ' selected from the 
third battalion of the Fourth illinois Cavah'y, under command 
of Major Bowman, on transports, and landed in the night at 
Chickasaw, above the mouth of Bear Creek, and quietly in
vested the town while the inhabitants were asleep. Before 
daylight General Sherman had succeeded, by some means, in 
finding an intelligent negro acquainted with the country and 
the roads, and from information derived from him quickly 
sketched a map of the country for the use of the cavalry. All 
things being arranged for the start, he called General Fry and 
Major Bowman one side and gave them their orders: "The 
object of this expedition is," said Sherman, "to destr'oy the 
railroad-bridge across Bear Creek and the tressel-work on this 
side. I have tried twice to break that road-it must oe done 
now at any cost-it is worth millions to the Government-to 
fail now will b~ a disgrace to us all. Major, I expect you to 
surprise the guards, seize the bridge and burn it. I will look 
for the smoke about noon. General Fry, you march out on 
the pike and prevent the enemy from sending forces from Iuka, 
to cut off the retreat, and if you hear fighting by the cavah'y, 
burn the turnpike bridge and hurry on to the support of the 
cavalry." 

The work was done precisely as ordered, and our troops 
returned to the gunboats the same night, a part of the infantry 
having marched thirty-four miles. 

It will be seen, by the foregoing, there is much in Sherman's 
manner and style of command to remind the reader of Soult ; 
-" I have chosen you," said that consummate general, address
ing himself to that most daring officer, Major Dulong-" I 
have chosen you, from the whole army, to seize the Ponte 
Neva, which has been cut by the enemy. Select a hundred 
grenadiers and twenty-five horsemen; endeavor to surprise 
·the guards and secure the passage of the bridge. If you 
-succeed, say so; but send no other report-your silence will 
-suffice." 
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General Sherman seems to comprehend the value of time in 
war. Every thing that he says in the presence of his officers, 
and all that he does, inspires all around him with the iclea 
that not a moment ml(st be lost. Above all his other excellences 
shine his promptitude, celerity, and immeasurable activity. 
Always ready for the start, indefatigable on the march, omni
present in battle, relentless in pursuit, unfailing in mental 
resources, fruitful of expedients, enthusiastic in victory, he 
seems to carry his army in his hand and push it forward with 
irresistible power. In all military movements his strict 
punctuality is observable. In his own words, he "is always 
on time ;" whether starting from Vicksburg to Chattanooga on 
an hour's notice, or turning to the relief of Knoxville, or mov
ing clown on Dalton on the very day appointed, or in the great 
marches to the sea and through the Carolinas. 

" Tell myoId friend, D. D. Porter, to look out for me about 
Christmas," he wrote from Gaylesville; four days before that 
time his army occupied Savannah. His chief quartermaster 
and chief commissary were told to expect him on the North 
Carolina coast on the 15th of :March. On the 14th he entered 
Fayetteville and communicated with the sea. 

It will probably be the judgment of history that the deliver
ance of the country was not due so much to the foresight and 
ability of the ac1mi:J.istration and Congress as to the skill of 
our generals in the field, and the courage of our troops, whom 
no dangers could daunt and no hardships dishearten. Grant 
was made lieutenant-general to remedy the internal errors of 
the "War Department at vYashington, and Sherman's capture 
of Atlanta savecl the presidential election and stimulated the 
patriotism of the people. While Sherman was leading his 
co;nquering legions to the sea, Congress was hesitating about 
filling up cur decimated ranks by a general clraft, rendering 
the great result doubtful at the very threshold of eventful 
triumph. "Give us a universal draft," wrote Sherman from 
the battle-field near Atlanta; "any man who can fight and 
won't fight now, ought to be made to fight, or be banished or 
denationalized. " 
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:Mr. Lincoln, Mr. Stanton, and General Halleck had jointly 
and severally managed the war until the military establish
ment had been well-nigh destroyed, and the resources of the 
country well-nigh exhausted. No one understood this better 
thltn :Mr. Lincoln himself, and none were more free to acknow
ledge it. "You know," he declared to Mr. Stanton, "we have 
been trying to manage this war thus far, but without success. 
I promised General Grant, when he accepted his present office, 
he should not be interfered with in hi& military plans and 
operations by mere civilians. I think we will be obliged to 
let :Mr. Grant (as Mrs. Grant calls him) have his own way;" 
and .this simple declaration was worth forty thousand men in 
the field. 

"When you were about to leave Atlanta for the Atlantic," 
wrote Mr. Lincoln to General Sherman, "I was a'nxiou8, if not 
fearful. Now, the undertaking being a success, the honor is 
all yours, for I believe none of us went further than to acqui
esce." "Not only, he continued, "does it afford the obvious 
and immediate military advantages," etc., but" it brings those 
who sat in darkness to see a great light." 

The preacher tells us, "no man can serve two masters," and 
the maxim is as true in war as in religion. General Sherman 
found it comparatively easy to co-operate with the President 
his honest, candid, out-spoken, and enterprising charactel 
were such as Mr. Lincoln most needed and most admired. 
Sherman's practical character, his lmowledge of business, his 
quickness of perception, and rapidity of execution, his clear 
statement, his ready answers, his accurate and varied intelli
gence on all subjects, whether as to the qualities of a horse, 
the proper keel of a steamboat, the length and depth of a 
river, the outfit of an army, or the laws of war, were precisely 
those qualities that charmed :Mr. Lincoln, whose mind ever 
recuned to what was useful rather than ornamental. Even 
Sherman's frank, bold, and honest opposition to measures 
fa-vored by :Mr. Lincoln himself pleased him, especially in re
gard to matters connected with the army, such as trade in 
cotton and negro recruiting bJ Massachusetts agents; and no 
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one enjoyed Sherman's peculiar spice more than he did. 1\'[r. 
Lincoln sought that light which COlles from above, but he did 
not arrogantly despise the wisdom of man. He greatly ad
mired Sherman, and Sherman in turn strove earnestly and 
honestly to execute his policy. 

But not so 'with 1\'[r. Stanton, who is liable to false impres
SIons beyond most men, is arrogant and proud of his arro
gance, as if it were a yirtue; fond of power, and unscrupulous 
in its exercise; tenacious of his opinions, and holding on to 
them with a tenacity in proportion to their grossness, and often 
rash in the exercise of his enormous power, he will appear to 
the reader in strange contrast with the mil~ and judicious 
character of Mr. Lincoln. But he was probably the man for 
the place for the time being. It was the boast of Prince 1\'[et
ternich that he served, during the period when Napoleon was 
upturning thrones, as the grand high-constable for all the 
crown-heads of Europe, and Mr. Stanton has been ours during 
our own great civil war. Such a man was necessary, and he 
will take his place in the history of the country. But if Sher
man disliked Stanton because he could not understand him, 
Stanton in turn hated Sherman; and the personal c9llision 
which came at last makes it necessary for the reader to make 
the acquaintance of both. Like Gastor and Pollux among the 
constellations, it is difficult to look at one without seeing the 
other. If Mr. Stanton is a gTeat organizer of war-" like 
Carnot"-he fights battles like a Brutus. " I little dreamed," 
wrote Sherman to General Halleck, " when you warned me of 
the assassin Clark being on my track, he would turn up in 
the direction and guise he did." Cmsar's last speech-" Et 
tu Brute"-was more terse, but not more expressive than 
this. 

General Sherman was born of New England parents, and 
descenc1ed from New England stock. He was probably all the 
better for being bol'll in the then far West, amid the wilc1s, the 
harc1ships, anc1 primitive people of the frontier. The children 
of New England, like cereals, are often improved by trans-

I 
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planting. On the western slope of the Alleghany Mountains 
the lands are richer, the rivers larger and longer, the lakes are 
magnificent, the prairies are almost boundless, and the climate 
is salubrious. There is ample room for all, food for all, work 
for all, and happiness for all. It was good fortune and happi
ness to be born "in such a country. Society there was less 
conventional than in any other section of the country; reli
gious denominations were more tolerant, religious creeds 
pinched the conscience less, and the population was more 
transient. In early times in the West, men seemed to forget 
for awhile the creeds to which they were educated. Presby
terians often became Methodists or Baptists, and Baptists be
came Presbyterians; and some of each became Catholics, and 
Catholics, in turn, became Protestants, 'according ·to the cir
cumstances of each case. The ways to heaven .were regarded 
like railways-the traveller ready to start on his momentous 
journey would generally take the first train of cars that came 
along, without special inquiry as to the character of the parties 
who owned the stock and run the road, taking his chances of 
making connections with the great" highway" as he neared 
his eternal home. Sherman's parents were Episcopalians, but 
the Episcopal Church was not well adapted to small settle
ments in the backwoods; or if well adapted, was unable to 
keep track of all its flock scattered throughout the broad ex
panse, and hence the family availed themselves of such pious 
advantages, for awhile, as the Presbyterian Church cuuld 
afford. But General Sherman, while he has a sincere admira

. tion for good Christians, has a most provoking disregard for 
religious creeds, regarding them as a sort of relative good or 
necessary evil, depending more or less upon the intelligence, 
honesty, and general excellence of the men who instruct, lead, 
and control the religious impulses of the human heart in their 
respective" commands." His appreciation of a Christian sol
dier may be inferred from the following. 

"At my last interview with Mr. Lincoln," he wrote to Mr. 
James E. Yeatman of the United States Sanitary Commission, 
May 21, 1865, " on his boat anchored in James River, in the 
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midst of the army, your name came up as one spoken of to fill 
the office of commissioner of refugees, freedmen, etc., and I vol
unteered my assertion that if you would accept office, which 
I doubted, the bureau could not go into more kind and chari
table hands; but since that time the office has, properly 
enough, been given to General Howard, who has held high 
command under me for more than a year; and I am sure you 
will be pleased to know that he is as pure a man as ever lived, 
a strict Christian, and a model soldier, the loss of an arm at
testing his service. He will do all that one man can do, if not 
forced to undertake impossibilities," etc. 

General Howard, it is well known, has been pious and ex
emplary from his boyhood, was ever faithful and devoted in 
the discharge of his religious duties, and this even while a 
student at ,Vest Point. He carried his religious principles 
with him into the army, and was guided and governed by 
them in all his relations with his officers and men. No matter 
who was permitted to share his mess or partake of his repast, .. 
whether the lowest subaltern of his command or General 
Sherman himself, no one thought to partake, if General How
ard were present, without first the invocation of the Divine 
blessing, himself usually leading, like the head of a family. 
General Sherman seems greatly to have admired the Christian 
character of General Howard, making frequent mention of him 
in his cOlTespondence in terms similar to those above quoted; 
and not only as a Christian but as a soldier, preferring him 
and promoting him to the command of one of his armies. 

From the same letter from which the last extract was taken,. 
we make a further extract in regard to the Andersonville pris
oners and the conclusion of the war :

"I was as glad as you could have been to learn that those 
boxes of stores, prepared by you with so much care and 
promptness for the Andersonville prisoners, reached them at 
last. I don't think I ever set my heart so strongly on any 
one thing as I did in attempting to rescue those prisoners; 
and I had almost feared instead of doing them good I had 
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actually done them harm, for they were changed from place 
to place to avoid me, and I could not with infantry ov(:rtake 
railroad trains. But at last their prison-doors are open; and 
I trust we have arrived at a point when further war or battle, 
or severity, other than the punishment of crime by civil tribu
nals, is past. 

"You will have observed how fiercely I have been assailed 
for simply offering to the President' terms' for his approval 
or disapproval, according to his best judgment-terms which, 
if fairly interpreted, mean, and only mean, an actual submis
sion by the rebel armies to the civil authority of the United 
States. No one can deny I have done the State some service 
in the field, but I have always desired that strife should cease 
at the earliest possible moment. I confess, without shame, I 
am sick and tired of fighting-its glory is all moonshine; even 
success the most brilliant is over dead and mangled bodies, 
with the anguish and lamentations of distant families, appeal
ing to me for sons, husbands, and fathers. Y0l1, too, have 
seen these things, and I know you also are tired of the war, 
and are willing to let the civil tribunals Tesume their place. 
And, so far as I know, all the fighting men of our army want 
peace; and it is only those who have never heard a shot, never 
heard the shrieks and groans of the wounded and lacerated 
(friend or foe), that cry aloud for more blood, more vengEance, 
more desolation. I know the rebels are whipped to death, and 
I declare before God, as a man and a soldier, I will not strike 
a foe who stands unarmed and submissive before me, but 
would rather say-' Go, and sin 1W more.' " 

In another letter, to Chief-Justice Chase, written about the 
same time, General Sherman says :

" I have had abundant opportunities of knowing these people 
(the people of the South), both before the war, during its ex
istence, and since their public aclmowledgment of submission 
to the national authority, and I have no fear of them, armed 
or disarmed, and believe that by one single stroke of the pen, 
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erous as he is honest. Let those who shall come after us 
judge the man and his actions. To this test all men must 
submit. Time ever withers the laurels of the seUish and 
base, but freshens the beauty of virtue. Sherman can afford 
to wait. 
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I. 

TESTIMONY OF GENERAL SHERMAN 


BEFORE THl': COMMITTEE ON THE CONDUCT OF THE WAIl, RELATIVE 


fO THE TRUCE. 


EXAMINED BY THE CHAIRMAN: 

Quest'ion. What is your rank in the army? 
Answer. I am major-general in the regular army. 
Q. As your negotiation with the rebel General Johnston, in 

relation to his sUl'render, has been the subject of much public 
comment, the committee desire you to state all the facts and 
circumstances in regard to it, or which you wish the public to 
know. 

A. On the 15th day of April last I was at Raleigh, in com
mand of three armies, the Army of the Ohio, the ATmy of the 
Cumberland, and the Army of the Tennessee; my enemy was 
General Joseph E. Johnston, of the Confederate army, who 
commanded fifty thousand men, retreating along the railroad 
from Raleigh, by Hillsboro', Greensboro', Salisbury, and Char
lotte. I commenced pursuit by crossing the curve of that road 
in the direction of Ashboro' and Charlotte. After the head of 
my column had crossed the Cape Fear River at Aven's Ferry, 
I received a communication from General Johnston, and an
swered it, copies of which I most promptly sent to the War 
Department, with a letter* addressed to the secretary of war, 
as follows. 

* * * * * * * 
* See page 391. 
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I met General Johnston in person, at a house five miles from 
Durham's Station, under a flag of truce. After a few prelim
inary remarks, he said to me, since Lee had surrendered his 
army at Appomattox Oourthouse, of which he had just been 
advised, he looked upon further opposition by him as the 
greatest possible of crimes; that he wanted to know whether 
I could make him any general concessions; any thing by 
which he could maintain his hold and control of his army, and 
prevent its scattering; any thing to satisfy the great yearning 
of theu: people. If so, he thought he could arrange terms 
satisfactory to both parties. He wanted to embrace the 
condition and fate of all the armies of the Southern Oonfed
eracy to the Rio Grande,-to make one job of it, as he 
termed it. 

I asked him what his powers were,-whether he could com
mand and control the fate of all the armies to the Rio Grande'. 
He answered that he thought he could obtain the power, but 
he did not possess it at that moment; he did not know where 
Mr. Davis was, but he thought if I could give him the time, 
he could find Mr. Breckinridge, whose orders would be obeyed 
everywhere, and he could pledge me his personal faith that 
whatever he undertook to do would be done. 

I had had frequent correspondence with the late President 
of the United States, with the secretary of war, with General 
Halleck, and with General Grant, and the general impression 
left upon my mind was, that if a settlement could be made, 
consistent with the constitution of the United States, the laws 
of Oongress, and the proclamation of the President, they would 
not only be willing, but pleased to terminate the war by one 
single stroke of the pen. 

I needed time to finish the railroad from the Neuse Bridge 
up to Raleigh, and thought I could put in four or five days of 
good time in making repairs to my road, even if I had to send 
propositions to Washington. I therefore consented to delay 
twenty-four hours, to enable General Johnston to procure 
what would satisfy me as to his authority and ability, as a 
military man, to do what he undertook to do. I therefore 

• 
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consented to meet him the next day, the 17th, at twelve o'clock 
noon, at the same place. 

We did meet again; after a general interchange of courte
sies, he remarked that he was then prepared to satisfy me that 
he could fulfil the terms of our conversation of the day before. 
He then asked me what I was willing to do. I told him, in 
the first place, I could not deal with anybody except men 
recognized by us as "belligerents," because no military man 
could go beyond that fact. The attorney-general has since so 
decided, and any man of common sense so understood it be
fore; there was no clifference upon that point as to the men 
and officers accompanying the Confederate armies. I told 
him that the President of the United States, by a published 
proclamation, had enabled every man in the Southern Con
federate army, of the rank of colonel and under, to procure 
and obtain amnesty, by simply taking the oath of allegiance 
to the United States, and agreeing to go to his home and live 
in peace. The terms of General Grant to General Lee ex
tendeGl the same principles to the officers, of the rank of brig
adier-general and upward, inclucling the highest officer in the 
Confederate army, viz., General Lee, the commander-in-chief. 
I was, therefore, willing to proceed with him upon the same 
principles. 

Then a conversation arose as to what form of government 
they were to have in the South. Were the States there to 
be clissevered, and were the people to be denied representa
tion in Congress? Were the people there to be, in the com
mon language of the people of the South, slaves to the people 
of tl10 North? Of course, I said" No; we desire that YOll 

shall regain your position as citizens of the United States, free 
and equal to us in all respects, and wish representation upon 
the condition of submission to the lawful authority of the 
United States, as defined by the Constitution, the United 
States courts, and the authority of the United States sup
ported by those courts." He then remarked to me that Gen
eral Breckinridge, a major-general in the Confederate army, 
was near by, and if I had no objection, he would like to have 
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him present. I called his attention to the fact that I had, on 
the day before, explained to him that any negotiations between 
us must be confined to belligerents. He replied that he un
derstood that perfectly. "But," said he, "Breckinridge, 
whom you do not know, save by public ru¥1or as secretary of 
war, is, in fact, a major-general; I give you my word for that. 
Have you any objection to his being present as a major-gen
eral?" I replied, "I have no objection to any military officer 
you desire being present as a part of your personal staff." I, 
myself, had my own officers near me at call. 

Breckinridge came, a, stranger to me, whom I had never 
spoken to in my life, and he joined in the conversation; while 
t11at conversation was going on a courier arrived and handed 
to General Johnston a package of papers; he and Breckin
ridge sat down and looked over them for some time, and put 
them away in their pockets: what they were, I know not, but 
one of them was a slip of paper, written, as General Johnston 
told me, by Mr. Reagan, postmaster-general of the Southern 
Confederacy: they seemed to talk about it sotto voce, . and 
finally handed it to me. I glanced over it : it was preceded by 
a preamble and closed with a few general terms. I rejected it 
at once. 

We then discussed matters; tallied about slavery, talked 
about every thing. There was a universal assent that slavery 
was as dead as any thing could be; that it was one of the 
issues of the war long since determined; and even General 
Johnston laughed at the folly of the Confederate government 
in raising negro soldiers, whereby they gave us all the points 
of the case. I told them that slavery had been treate<1 by us 
as a dead institution, first by one class of men from the initia
tion of the war, and then from the date of the emancipation 
proclamation of President Lincoln, and finally by the assent 
of all parties. As to reconstruction, I told them I did not 
know what the views of the administration were. Mr. Lincoln, 
up to that time, in letters .:md telegrams to me, encouraged me> 
by all the \yords which could be used in general terms, to 
believe, not only in his willingness, but in his desires that I 
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should make terms with civil authorities, governors, and legis
latwes, even as far back as 1863. It then occurred to me 
that I might write off some general propositions, meaning 
little or much, according to the construction of parties-what 
I would term "glittering generalities"-and send them to 
Washington, which I could do in four days. That would 
enable the new President to give me a clue to his policy in the 
important juncture which was then upon us: for the war was 
over; the highest military authorities of the Southern Con
federacy so confessed to me openly, unconcealedly, and re
peatedly. I therefore drew up the memorandum (which has 
been published to the world)-x, for the purpose of referring 
it to the proper executive authority of the United States, and 
enabling him to define to me what I might promise, simply to 
cover the pride of the Southern men, who thereby became 
subordinate to the laws of the United States, civil and military. 
I made no concessions to General Johnston's army, or the 
troops under his direction and immediate control; and

/" 

if any 
concessions were made in those general terms, they were made 
because I then believed, and now believe, they would have 
delivered into the hands of the United States the absolute 
control of every Confederate officer and soldier, all their 
muster-rolls, and all their arms. It would save us all the 
incidental expense resulting ITom the military occupation of 
that country by provost-marshals, provost-guards, military 
governors, and all the machinery by which alone military 
power can reach the people of a civilized country. It would 
have surrendered to us the armies of Dick Taylor and Kirby 
Smith, both of them capable of doing infinite mischief to us, 
by exhausting the resources of the whole country upon which 
we were to depend for the future extinguishment of our debt, 
forced upon us by their wrongful and rebellious conduct. I 
never designed to shelter a human being from any liability 
incurred in consequence of past acts to the civil tribunals of 
our country, and I do not believe a fair and manly interpreta

* See the ongmal truce, page 396. 
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tion of my terms can so construe them, for the words" United 
States courts," "United States authorities," "limitations of 
executive power," occur in every paragraph. And if they 
seemingly yield terms better than the public would desire to 
be given to the Southern people, if studied closely and well it 
will be found that there is an absolute submission on their 
part to the Government of the United States, either through 
its executive, legislative, or judicial authorities. Every step 
in the programme of these negotiations was reported punctu
ally, clearly, and fully, by the most rapid means of communica
tion that I had. And yet I neglected not one single precau
tion necessary to reap the full benefits of my position, in case 
the Government amended, altered, or absolutely annulled 
those terms. As those matters were necessarily mingled with 
the military history of the period, I would lil{e, at this point, 
to submit to the committee my official report, which has been 
in the hands of the proper officer, Brigadier-General Rawlins, 
chief of staff of the Army of the United States, since about the 
12th instant. It was made by me at Manchester, Virginia, 
after I had returned from Savannah, whither I went to open up 
the Savannah River, and reap the fruits of my negotiations 
with General Johnston, and to give General Wilson's force in 
the interior a safe and sure base from which he could draw 
the necessary supply of clothing and food for his command. 
It was only after I fulfilled all this that I learned for the first 
time, through the public press, that my conduct had been 
animadverted upon, not only by the secretary of war,l(· but by 
General Halleck and the press of the country at large. I did 
feel hurt and annoyed that Mr. Stanton coupled with the terms 
of my memorandum, confided to him, a copy of a telegram to 
General Grant, which he had never sent to me. He knew, on 
the contrary, that when he was at Savannah, I had negotia
tions with civil parties there, for he was present in my room 
when those parties were conferring with me; and I wrote him 
a letter, setting forth many points of it, in which I said I 

• See page 418. 
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aimed to make a split in Jefferson Davis' dominions, by segre
gating Georgia from their course. Those were civil negotia
tions, and, far from being discouraged from making them, I 
was encouraged by Secretary Stanton himself to make them. 

By coupling the note to General Grant with my memoran
dum, he gave tlIe world fairly and clearly to infer that I was 
in possession of it. Now I was not in possession of it, and I 
have reason to know that Mr. Stanton knew I was not in pos
session of it. Next met me General Halleck's telegram/ in
dorsed by Mr. Stanton, in which they publicly avowed an act 
of perfidy-namely, the violation of my terms, which I had a 
right to make, and which, by the laws of war and by the laws 
of Congress, is punishable by death, and no other punish

. ment. Next, they ordered· an army to pursue my enemy, 
who was known to be surrendering to me, in the presence of 
General Grant himself, their superior officer; and, finally, they 
sent orders to General Wilson and to General Thomas-my 
subordinates, acting under me, on a plan of the most magnifi
cent scale, admirably executed-to defeat my orders, and to 
thwart the interests of the Government of the United States. 
I did feel indignant-I do feel indignant. As to my own 
honor, I can protect it. In my letter of the 15th of April, I 
used this language: "I have invited Governor Vance to return 
to Raleigh, with the civil officers of his State." I did so be"" 
cause President Lincoln had himself encouraged me to a 
similar course with the governor of Georgia, when I was at 
Atlanta. And here was the opportunity which the secretary 
of war shou~d have taken to put me on my guard against 
making terms with civil authorities, if such were the settled 
policy of our Government. Had President Lincoln lived, I 
know he would have sustained me. 

The following is my report,t which I desire to have incor
porated into, and made part of, my testimony: 

* * * * 

* See page 4.33. t See Chapters XXVI. to XXX., ante. 
32 
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Q. Did you have, near Fortress Monroe, a conference with 
President Lincoln; and if so, about what time? ' 

A. I met General Grant and Mr. Lincoln on board a steam
boat, lying at the wharf at City Point, during the evening of 
the 27th of March; I resumed my visit to the President on 
board the same steamer anchored in the stream the following 
day, General Grant being present on both occasions. 

Q. In those conferences was any arrangement made with 
you and General Grant, or either of you, in regard to the 
manner of arranging business with the Confederacy in regard 
to terms of peace? 

A. Nothing definite; it was simply a matter of general con
versation, nothing specific and definite. 

Q. At what time did you learn that President Lincoln had 
assented to the assembling of the Virginia rebel Legislature? 

A. I knew of it on the 18th of April, I think; but I procured 
a paper with the specific order of General Weitzel, also a copy 
of the amnesty proclamation on the 20th of April. 

Q. You did not know, at that time, that that arrangement 
had been rescinded by the President? 

A. No, sir; I did not know that until afterwards; the mo
ment I heard of that I notified General Johnston of it. 

Q. Then at the time you entered into this arrangement with 
General Johnston, you knew that General ",Veitzel had ap
proved ot the calling together of the rebel Legislature of Vir
ginia, by the assent of the President? 

A. I knew of it by some source unofficially; I succeeded in 
getting a copy of the paper containing General Weitzel's order 
on the 20th or 21st of April:* 

Q. But at the time of your arrangement you did not know 
that that order had been rescinded? 

A. No, sir; I learned that several days afterwards, and at 
·once sent word to General Johnston. t 

Q. At the time of your arrangem@.t you also knew of the 
surrender of Lee's army, and the terms of that surrender? 

* ~ee page 420. t See page 426,' 

mailto:arrangem@.t
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A. I had that officially from General Grant; I got that at 
Smithfield, on the 12th of April. 

Q. I have what purports to be a letter from you to John
ston, which seems to imply that you intended to make the 
arrangement on the terms of Lee's surrend.er. The letter is 
as follows. * 

* -l(. * * * 

A. Those were the terms as to his own army; but the con
cessions I made him were for the purpose of embracing other 
armies. 

Q. And the writings you signed were to include other armies? 
A. The armies of Kirby Smith and Dick Taylor, so that 

afterwards no man within the limits of the Southern Confed
eracy could claim to belong to any Confederate army in ex
istence. 

Q. The President addressed a note to General Grant, per
haps not to you, to the effect of forbidding officers of the 
army from entering into any thing but strictly military arrange
ments, leaving civil matters entirely to him? 

A. I never saw such a note signed by President Lincoln. 
Mr. Stanton made such a note or telegram, and says it was by 
President Lincoln's dictation: he made it to General Grant, 
but never to me; on the contrary, while I was in Georgia, Mr. 
Lincoln telegraphed to me encouraging me to discuss matters 
with Governor Brown and Mr. Stephens. 

Q. Then you had no notice of that order to General Grant; 
A. I had no knowledge of it, officially or otherwise. 
Q. In the published report of your agreement there is nothing 

about slavery, I believe? 
A. There was nothing said about slavery, because it did 

not fall within the category of military questions, and we could 
not make it so. It was a legal question, which the President 
had disposed of, overriding all our aGtion. We had to treat 
the slave as /Tce, because the President, our commander-in

* See page 390. 

http:surrend.er
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chief, said he was free. For me to have renewed th0 question 
when that decision was made, would have involved the ab
surdity of an inferior undertaking to qualify the work of his 
superior. 

Q. That was the reason why it was not mentioned? 
A. Yes, sir; subsequently I wrote a note to Johnston, stat

ing that I thought it would be well to mention it for political 
effect, when we came to draw up the final terms with pre
cision: that note was written pending the time my memoran
dum was going to Washington, and before an answer had been 
returned. 

Q. At the time you entered into these negotiations was 
Johnston in a condition to offer any effective resistance to 
your army? 

A. He could not have resisted my army an hour, if I could 
have got hold of him; but he could have escaped from me by 
breaking up into small parties, or by taking the country roads, 
tl'avelling faster than my army, with trains, could have pur
sued. 

Q. Then your object in negotiating was to keep his army 
from scattering into guen-illa bands? 

A. That was my chief object; I so officially notified the 
War Department. 

Q. And not because there was any doubt about the result 
of a battle? 

A. There was no question as to the result of a battle,and I 
knew it; every soldier knew it. Johnston said, in the first 
five minutes of our conversation, that any further resistance 

. on his part would be an act of folly, and all he wanted was to 
keep his army from dispersing. 

By MR. LOAN: 

Q. In your examination by the chairman you stated that 
you were acting in pursuance of instructions from Mr. Lin
coln, derived from his letters and telegrams at different 
times? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Have you any of these letters and telegrams which you 
can furnish to the committee? 

A. I can furnish you a copy of a dispatch to General Hal
leck from Atlanta, in which I stated that I had invited Gov
ernor Brown and Vice-President Stevens to meet us ; and I can 
give you a copy of Mr. Lincoln's answer, for my dispatch was 
referred to him, in which he said he felt much interested in 
my dispatch, and encouraged me to allow their visit: but the 
letter to which I referred specially was a longer letter, which I 
wrote to General Halleck from my camp on Big Black, Mis
sissippi, at General Halleck's instigation, in September, 1863, 
which was received in Washington, and submitted to Mr. 
Lincoln, who desired to have it published, to which I would 
not consent. In that letter I gave my opinions fully and frankly, 
not only upon the military situation, but also the civil policy 
necessary. Mr. Lincoln expressed himself highly pleased with 
my views, and desired to make them public, but I preferred 
not to do so. 

Q. And by subsequent acts he induced you to believe he 
. approved of these views? . 

A. I know he approved of them, and always encouraged me 
to carry out those views. 

By THE CHAffiMAN: 

Q. The following is a letter published in the newspapers, 
purporting to have been addressed by you to Johnston, dated 
April 21, 1865.* 

-~* * * 

This is the letter in which you say that it would be well to 
declare publicly that slavery is dead? 

A. Yes, sir; that is the letter. 

By Mn. LOAN: 

Q. Will you furnish the committee a copy of the letter 

See page 410. 
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written by you to Mr. Stanton, in January last, from Sa
vannah? 

A. I will do so. 

THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q. And when the manuscript of your testimony is prepared 
it will be remitted to you for revision, and you can add to it 
any statement or papers that you may subsequently desire or 
consider necessary. 

A. I have the above, and now subjoin copies of letters from 
my letter-book, in the order of the bringing in the questions 
revised by this inquiry :

"HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE DEPAR'nillNT OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the Field, Raleigh, N. C., April 18, 1865. 

"To LmuTENANT-GENERAL U. S. GRANT, 01' MAJOR-GENERAL HALLECK, 
Washington, D . C.: 

"GENERAL-I inclose herewith a copy of an agreement made this 
day between General Joseph E. Johnston and myself, whicl1, if approved 
by the President of th~ United States, will produce peace from the Po
tomac to the Rio Grande. Mr. Breckinridge was present at .the confer
ence in the capacity of a major-general, and satisfied me of th e ability 
of General Johnston to carry out to the full extent the terms of ~is 

agreement j and if you will get the President to simply indorse tho 
copy, and commission me to carry out the terms, I will follow them to 
the conclusion. You will observe that it is an absolute submission 01 

the enemy to the lawful authorities of the United States, and disperses 
his armies absolutely j and the point to which I attach most importance 
is, that the disposition and dispersement of the armies is done in such 1} 

manner as to prevent them breaking up into a guerrilla crew. On the 
other hand, we can retain just as much of an army as we please. I 
agree to the mode and manner of the surrender of armies set forth, as 
it gives the States thu means of suppressing guerrillas, which wo could 
not expect them to do if we strip them of all arms. 

"I3oth Generals Johnston and I3reckinridge admitted that slal'ory was 
dead, and I could not insist on embracing it in such a papcr, boca,uso it 
can be made with the States in detai l. I know that all the mon of sub
stance South sincerely want peace, and I do not believe they will resort 
to war again during this century. I have no doubt but that they will 
in the future be perfectly subordinate to the laws of the United States. 
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The moment my action in this matter is approved, I can spare five corps, 
and will ask for and leave General Schofield here with the Tenth Corps, 
and go myself with the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, Twentieth, 
and Twenty-third corps, via Burkesville and Gordonsville, to Frederick 
or Hagerstown, there to be paid and mustered out. 

"The question of finance is now the chief one, and every soldier and 
officer not needed ought to go home at once. I would like to be able 
to begi'n the march North by May l. 

" I urge on the palt of the President speedy action, as it is important 
to get the Confederate armies to their homes, as well as our own. 

" I am, with great respect, 
" Your obedient servant, 

"W. T. SHERMAN, 
, "Major-General commanding." 

"HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the Field, Raleigh, N. C., April 18, 1865. 

"GENERAL H. W. HALLEOK, Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. : 

"GENERAL-I received your dispatch describing the man Clark de
tailed to assassinate me. He had better be in a hurry or he will be too 
late. The news of Mr. Lincoln's death produced a most intense effect 
on our troops. At first I feared it would lead to excesses, but now it 
has softened down, and can easily be quieted. None evince more feel
ing than General Johnston, who admitted that the act was calculated to 
stain his cause with a dark hue; and he contended that the loss was 
most severe on the South, who had begun to realize that Mr. Lincoln 
was the best friend the South had. 

"I cannot believe that even Mr. Davis was privy to the diabolical 
plot, but think it the emanation of a lot of young men of the South, who 
are very devils. I want to throw upon the South thc care of this class 
:f men, who will soon be as obnoxious to their industrious class as to us. 

"Had I pushed Johnson's army to an extremity, it would have dis
persed and done infinite mischief. Johnston informed me that General 
Stoneman had been at Salisbury, and was now about Statesville. I 
have sent him orders to come to me. 

" General Johnston also informed me that General Wilson was at Co
lumbus, Ga., and he wanted me to arrest his progress. I leave that to 
you. Indeed, if the President sanctions my agreement with J oh~ston, 
our interest is to cease all destruction. Please give all orders necessary, 
according to the views the Executive may take, and inform him, if pos
sible, not to vary the terms at all, for I have considered every thing, and 
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believe that the Confederate armies are dispersed. We can adjust all 
else fairly and well. 

" I am yours, etc., 
" W. T. SHERMAN, 

" Major-General commanding." 

Lest confusion should result to the mind of the committee 
by the latter part of the above letter, I state it was addressed 
to General Halleck, as chief of staff, when he was in the proper 
"line of order" to the commander-in-chief. The whole case 
changed when, on the 26th of April, he became the command
er of the separate division of the James. 

As stated in my testimony, General Grant reacW1ed Raleigh 
on the 24th, and 011 the 25th, on the supposition that I would 
start next day to chase Johnston's army, I wrote to him the 
following letter, delivered in person :

"HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE ~ISSISSIl'PI; 
In the Field, Raleigh, N. C., April 25, 1865. 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL U. S. GRANT-P1'esent: 

"GENERAL-I received your letter of April 21, with inclosures, yes
terday, and was well pleased that you came along, as you must have 
observed that I held the military control, so as to adapt it to any 
phase the case might assume. 

"It is but just that I should record the fact that I made my terms 
with General Johnston under the influence of the liberal terms you ex
tended to the army of General Lee, at Appomattox Courthouse, on the 
9th j and the seeming policy of our Government, as evinced by the 
call of the Virginia Legislature and governor back to Richmond, under 
yours and President Lincoln's very eyes. It now appears that this 
last act was done without any consultation with you, or any know
ledge of Mr. Lincoln, but rather in opposition to a previous policy 
wclI considered. 

"I have not the least desire to interfere in tile civil policy of our 
Government, but would shun it as something not to my liking. But 
occasions arise when a prompt scizure of results is forced on military 
commanders not in immediate communication with the proper authority. 
It is possible that the terms signed by General Johnston and myself 
were not clear enough on the point well understood between us-that 
our negotiations did not apply to any parties outside the officers 
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and men of the Confederate armies, which could easily have been 
remedied. 

"No surrender of any army, not actually at the mercy of the an
tagonist, was ever made without' terms,' and those always define the 
military status of the surrendered. Thus you stipulated that the officers 
and men of Lee's army should not be molested at their homes so long 
as they obeyed the laws at the place of their residence. I do not wish 
to disc~ss these points involved in our recognition of the State govern
ments in actual existence, but will merely state my conclusion, to await 
the solution of the future. 

" Such action, on one point, in no manner recognizes for a moment 
the so-called Confedcrate government, or makes us liable for its debts or 
acts. The laws and acts done by the several States during the period 
of rebellion are void, because done without the oath prescribed by the 
eonstitution of the United States, which is a condition precedent. We 
have a right to use any sort of machinery to produce military results; 
and it is the commonest thing for military commanders to use the civil 
government, in actual existence, as a means to an end. I do believe we 
could and can use the present State governments lawfully, constitution
ally, and as the very best possible means to produce the objeet desired, 
viz., entire and complete submission to the lawful authority of the 
United States. 

"As to punishment of past crimes, that is for the judiciary, and can 
in no manner or way be disturbed by our acts; and, so far as I can, I 
will use my influence that rebels shall suffer all the personal punishment 
provided by law, as also the civil liabilities accruing from their past 
acts. 

" What we now want is the new form of law, by which common men 
may regain their position of industry, so long disturbed by the war. 

" I now apprchend that the rebel army will disperse, and instead of 
dealing with six or scven States, we will have to deal with numbedess 
bands of desperadoes, headed by such IDen as Moseby, Forrest, Red Jack
son, and others, who know not and care not for danger and its conse
quences. 

" I am, with great respect, 
" Your obedient servant, • 

" W. T. SHERMAN, 

" Major-General." 

On the same day I wrote and mailed to the secretary of war 
tIle following;
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"HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the Field, Raleigh. N. C., April 25, 1865. 

" RON. E. M. SUNTON, Secretary of War, Washington: 

"DEAR SIR-I have been furnished a copy of your letter of April 
21st, to General Grant, signifying your disapproval of the terms on 
which General Johnston proposed to disarm and disperse the in
surgents, on condition of amnesty, etc. I admit my folly in em
bracing, in a military convention, any eivil matter; but, unfortunately, 
such is the nature of ollr situation, that they seem inextricably united, 
and I understood from you at Savannah that the financial state of the 
country demanded military success, and would warrant a little bending 
to policy. 

"·When I had my conference with General J ohnstoD, I had the 
public example before me of General Grant's terms to Lee's army, and 
General vVeitzel's invitation to the Virginia Legislature to assemble. 
r still believe the general government of the United States has made 
a mistake;, but that is Done of my business. Mine is a different task; 
and I had flattered mysclf that by four years of patient and ulll'emit
ting and sllccessful labor, I deserved uo reminder such as is contained 
in the last paragraph of your letter to General Grant. 

"You may aSSllre the President that I heed his suggestion. 
" r am, truly, etc., 

"W. T. SHERMAN, 

" Majol'-Generitl commanding." 

The last sentence refers to the fact that General Grant had 
been sent to Raleigh to direct military movements, That was 
the first time in my life I had ever had a word of reproof from 
the Government of the United States, and I was naturally sen
sitive. But all I said to anyone was to General Meigs, who 
came with General Grant: "It was not kind on the part of 
Mr. Secretary Stanton." The fact known did not gratify my 
military conduct. The first interview with General Johnston 
followed, and the terms of capitulation were agreed upon and 
signed, and General Grant started for Washington bearing the 
news. 

When, on the 28th of April, I received, in the New York 
Times, the most extraordinary budget of Mr. Stanton, which for 
the first time startled me, I wrote to General Grant this letter: 
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. II HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OJ! TlJE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the Field, April 28, 1865. 

"LIEUT.-GENERAL U. S. GRANT, General-in-Chi~f, Washington, D. C.: 

"GENERAL-Since you left me yesterday, I have seen the New York 
Times of the 24th inst., containing a budget of military news, authenti
cated by the signature of the secretary of war, which is grouped in 
such a way as to give very erroncous impressions. It cmbmces a copy 
of the basis of agreement between myself and General Johnston, of 
April 18th, with commentaries, which it will be time enough to discuss 

, two or three years hence, after the Government has experimented II 

little more in the machinery by which power reaches the scattered 
people of the yast country known as the South. But, in the mean 
time, I do think that my rank (if not past services) entitle me, at least, 
to the respect of keeping secret what was known to none but the 
cabinet, until further inquiry comes to be made, instead of giving 
pUblicity to documcnts I never saw, and drawing infercnces wide of the 
truth. 

" I never saw, or had furnished me, a copy of Mr. Stanton's dispatch 
to you of the 3d of March, nor did Mr. Stanton, or any human being, 
ever convey to me its substance, or any thing like it; but, on the con
trary, I had seen General IVeitzel's in relation to the Virginia Legis
lature, made in Mr. Lincoln's very person, and had failed to discover 
any other official hints of the plan of reconstruction, or any idea calcu
lated to allay the fears of thc people of the South, after the destruction 
of their arm)es . and civil authorities would leave them without any 
government at all. 

"We should uot drive a people to anarchy, and it is simply impos
sible for one military power to waste all the masses of this unhappy 
country. 

"I confcss I did not want to drive General Johnston's army into bands 
of armed men, going about without purpose, and capable only of 
indefinite mischief. 

" But you saw, on your arrival at Raleigh, that I had my armies so 
disposed, that his escape was only possible in R disorganized shape; and, 
as you did not choose to direct military operations in this quarter, 1 
infer that you were satisfied with the military situation. 

"At all cYents, the momcnt I learned, what was proper enough, the 
disapproval of the President, I wished in such manner to compel the 
surrender of Johnston's whole army on the same tcrms as you had 
prescribed to General Lee's army, when you had it surrounded, and in 
your absolute power. 
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"Mr. Stanton, in stating that my order to General Stoneman was 
likely to result in the escape of 'Mr. Davis to Mexico or Europe,' is in 
deep error. 

" General Stoneman was not at Salisbury then, but had gone back to 
Statesville. Davis was supposed to be between us, and Stoneman was 
beyond him. 

"By turning towards me he was approaching Davis; and, had he 
. joined me as ordered, I then would have had a mounted force needed 
for that and other purposes. But even now I don't know that Mr. 
Stanton wants Davis caught. And as my official papers, deemed sacred, 
are hastily published to the world, it will be imprudent for me to state 
what has been done in this respect. 

"As the editor of the Times has (it may be) logically and fairly 
drawn the inference from this singular document, that I am insubordinate, 
I can only deny the intention. I have never in my life questioned or 
disobeyed an order, though many and many a time I have risked my 
life, my health, and reputation in obeying orders, or even hints, tc 
execute plans and purposes not to my liking. It is not fair to withhold 
from me plans and policy (if any there be), and expect me to guess at 
them; for facts and events appear quite different from different stand· 
points. For four years I have been in camp, dealing with soldiers, and 
I can assure you that the conclusion at which the cabinet arrived with 
such singular unanimity differs from mine. I have conferred freely with 
the best officers in this army as to the points involved in this controversy, 
and, strange to say, they were singularly unanimous in the other con
clusion, and they will learn with pain and sorrow that I am deemed 
insubordinate and wanting in common sense; that I, who have labored 
day and night, winter and summer, for four years, and have brought 
an army of seventy thousand men in magnificent condition across a 
country deemed impassable, and placed it just where it was wanted 
almost 011 the day appointed, have brought discredit on the Govern
ment. 

" I do not wish to boast of thiB, but I do say that it entitled me to 
the courtesy of being consulted before publishing to the world a pro
position rightfuLly submitted to higher authority for adjudication, and 
then accompanied by statements which invited the press to be let loose 
on me. 

"It is true that non-combatants-men who sleep in comfort and 
security, while we watch on the distant lines-are better able to judge 
than we poor soldiers, who rarely see a newspaper, hardly can hear 
fnm our families, or stop long enough to get our pay. I cnvy not 
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the task of reconstruction, and am delighted that tile secretary has rc
lieved me of it. 

.. As you did not undertake to assume the management of the affairs 
of this army, I infer that, on personal inspection, your mind arrived at 
a different conclusion from that of Mr. Secretary Stanton. I will tl.ere
fore go and execute your orders to the conclusion, amI when done, will, 
with intense satisfaction, leave to the civil authorities the execution of 
the task of which they seem to me so jealous; but, as an honest man 
and soldier, I imite them to follow my path, for they may see some 
things and hear some things that may disturb their phiolosophy. 

" With sincere respect, 
"W. T. SHERMAN, 

.. Major-General commanding . 

.. P. S.-As Mr. Stanton's singular paper has been published, I de
mand that this also be made public, though I am in no way responsible 
to the press, but to the law and my proper superiors. 

"W. T. SI'lERMAN, 

" Major-General commanding." 

Since my arrival at Washington, I have learned from Gen
eral Grant that this letter was received, but he preferred to 
withhold it until my arrival, as he knew I was making towards 
Washington with my army. Upon my arrival, I did not 
insist on its publication till it was drawn out by this inquiry. 
I also append here the copy of a letter from Colonel T. S. 
Bowers, assistant adjutant-general, asking me to modify my 
report as to the point of violating my truce, with my answer. 

"HEADQ,UAll.TERS AR~rms OF THE UNITED STATE~ 

Washington, May 25, 186G. 

"MAJOR-GEflERAL W. T. SHERMAN, Commanding Military Division oj 
the Mississippi : 

"General Grant directed me to call your attention to the part of your 
report in which the necessity of maintaining your truce at the expense 
of many lives is spoken of. The general thinks that in making a truce 
the commander of an army can control only his own army, and that 
the hostile general must make his own arrangements with other armies 
acting against him. 
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"'''bile independent generals acting against a common foe wonld 
naturally act in concert, the general claims that each must be the judge 
of his own dllty, and responsible for its execution. 

" If you should wish, the report will be returned for any change yon 
may deem best. 

" Very respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 

"T. S. BOWERS, 
" Assistant Adjutant-General." 

"HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DrvrsION OF TIlE MISSISSIPPI, 

Washington, D. C., May 26, 1865. 

" COL. T. S. BOWERS, Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. 0.: 

" COLONEL-I Lad the honor to receive your letter of May 25, last 
evening, and I hasten to answer. I wish to precede it by renewing the 
assurance of my entire confidence and respeet for the President and 
Lieutenant·General Grant, and that in all matters I will be most willing 
to shape my official and private conduct to suit their wishes. The past 
is beyond my control, and the matters embraced in the official report 
to which you refer are finished. It is but just the reasons that actuated 
me, right or wrong, should stand on reeord j but ill all futnre cases, 
should any arise, I will respect the decisions of General Grant, though I 
think them wrong. 

"Suppose a guard has prisoners in charge, and officers of another 
command should aim to rescue or kill them, is it not clear the gnard 
must defend the prisoners as a safeguard? So jealous is the military 
law to protect and maintain good faith when pledged, that the law ad
judges death, and no alternative punishment, to one who violates a 
safeguard in foreign ports. (See Articles of "War, No. 55.) For mur
der, arson, treason, and the highest military crimes, the punishment 
prescribed by law is death, or some minor punishment j but for the 
violation of a "safeguard," death, and death alone, is the prescribed 
penalty. I instance this to illnstrate how, in military stipulations to an 
enemy, our Govcrnment commands and enforces" good faith." In dis
cussing the matter I would like to refer to many writers on military 
law, but am willing to take Halleck as the text. (See his chapter, 
No. 27.) 

" In the very first article he states that good faith should always be 
observed between enemies in war, because when our faith has been 
pledgr.d to him, so far as the promise extends, he ceases to be an 
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enemy. TIc then defines the meaning of compacts and conventions, 
Ilnd says tlICY arc n~ade sometimes for a general or a partial suspension 
of hostilities for the" surrender of an army," etc. They may be special, 
limited to particular places or to particular forces, but of course can 
only bind the armies subject to the general who makes the truce, and 
co-extensive only with the extent of his command. This is all I ever 
claimed, and it clearly covers the whole case; all of North Carolina 
was in my immediate command, with General Schofield, its department 
commander, and his army present with me. I never asked the truce to 
have effect beyond my own territorial command. General Halleck 
himself, in his Order, No.1, defines his own limits clearly enough, yiz., 
'Such part of North Carolina as was not occupied by the command of 
Major-General Sherman.' He could not pursue and cut off Johnston's 
retreat towards Salisbury and Charlotte without invading my command; 
and so patent was his purpose to defy and violate my truce, that Mr. 
Stanton's publication of the fact, not even yet recalled, modified, or ex
plained, "-as headed, 'Sherman's truce disregarded,' that the whole 
world drew but one inference. It admits of no other. I never claimed 
that that truce bound Generals Halleck or Canby within the sphere of 
their respeetiye commands as defined by themselves. 

"It was a partial truce of very short duration, elearly within my 
limits and right, justified by eYents; and as in the case of prisoners in 
my custody, or the violation of a safeguard given by me in my own 
territorial limits, I am bound to maintain good faith. I prefer not to 
change my report, but again repeat that in all future cases I am willing 
to be governed by the interpretation of General Grant, although I again 
invite ilis attention to the limits of my command, and those of General 
Halleck at the time, and the pointed phraseology of General TIalleek'li 
dispatch to MI'. Stanton, wherein he reports that he had ordered his 
generals to pay no heed to my orders within the clearly defined area of 
my command. 

" I am, yours, 
" W. T. SHERMAN, 

"Major-General U. S. A., commanding." 

I now add two letters written to Mr. Stanton-X- at Savannah, 
and: the dispatch from Atlanta mentioned in the body of my 
testimony, with Mr. Lincoln's answer: 

* * * * * * 
* See pages 325 and 327. 
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If HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the Field, Atlanta, Oa., September 15, 1864. 

"MAJOR-GENERAL HALLECK, Washington, n. C.: 
" My report is done, and wiII be forwarded as soon as I get a few 

more of the subordinate reports. I am now awaiting a courier from 
General Grant. All well, and troops in fine healthy camps, and supplies 
coming forward finely. Governor Brown has disbanded his militia, to 
gather the corn and sorghum of the State. I have reason to believe 
that he and Stephens want to visit me, and I have sent them a hearty 
invitation. I will exchange two thousand prisoners with Hood, but no 
more. 

" W. T. SHERMAN, 

"Major.General commanding." 

"WASHINGTON, D. C., September 17,1864-10 A. M. 

" MAJOR-GENERAL SHERMAN: 

" I feci great interest in the subjects of your dispatch mentioning 
corn and sorghum, and contemplate a visit to you. 

" A. LINCOLN." 

I have not possession here of all my official records, most 
of which are out West, and I have selected the above from 
my more recent letter-books, and I offer them to show how 
prompt and full have been my official reports, and how un
necessary was all the clamor made touching my action and 
opinions at the time the basis of agreement of April 18 was 
submitted to the President. 

I~ 

?? 


