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No. 282. 

Rep01'ts of General Robet't E. Lee. C. S, Army, commanding Armies of 
the Confeclemtc States, of operations February 19::..Mnreh 21. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Pete'l'sbut'Y, Februa.ry 19,186'5. 

SIR: The accounts received to-day fTom South aud North Carolina 
a.re unfavorable. Gelleral Beauregard report::; from Winnsborough 
that four corps of t.he enemy are advancing on that place, tearillg up 
the Charlotte railroad, and that they will probably reach Charlotte by 
the 24th, and before he can concentrate his troops there. He states 
General Sherman will doubtless move thence on Greensborough, Dan­
ville, and Petersburg, or unite with General Schofield at Raleigh or 
Weldon. 

General Bragg reports that General Schofield is llOW preparing to 
advance from New Berne to Gold::;borough, alld that a strong expe­
dition is moving against the Weldon railroad at l~ocky Mount, He 
says that little or no a::;sistance can be received from the State of North 
Carolina; that exemptions and reorganizations under late laws have 
disband'ed the State forces, and that they will not be ready for the field 
for some time. I do not see how Sherman can make the march antici­
pated by Gelleral Beauregard j but he seems to have everything his 
own way, which is calculated to cause apprehension. General Beau­
regard does not say what he proposes or what he can do, I do llOt 
know w~ere his troops are, or on what lines they are moving. His 
dispatches only give movements of the enemy. He has a difficult 
ta::;k to perform under present circumstances, and one of his best 
officers (General Hardee) is incapacitated by sickness. I have also 
heard that his own health is indifferent, though he has never so stated. 
Should his strength give way there is 110 one on duty in the depart­
mellt that conld repla<le him, nor have I anyone to send there. Gen­
eral J. E. Johnstoll is the only officer whom I know who has the confi­
dence of the army and people, and jf he was orderefl to report to me 
I would place him there on duty. It is necessary to bring out all onr 
strength, alld, I fear, to unite our armies, as separately they (10 not 
seem able to make head against the enemy. Everything should be 
destroyed that cannot be removed out of the reach of Generals Sher­
man and Schofield_ Provisions must be accumulated in Virginia, and 
every lllan in all the States must be brought ont, I fear it may be nec­
essary to abandoll all onr cities, and preparation ::;hould be made for 
this contingency. 

I have the hOllor to be, your obedient serva.llt, 
R. E. LEE, 

General. 
His Excellency J _ C. BREOKINRIDGE, 

Secretary of War, Richmond, "Va. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
March 1, 1865. 

General Johnston reports that Hardee's infantry, without artillery or 
wagolls, has reached Cheraw, No information of progress of Stewart 
or Cheatham. The enemy has been stationary for a few days. Our 
cavalry 0~1 t.heir rig'ht thiJ~k he is ~oving upon Florence or Chcraw; 
that Oil hIS left, suppose 110 1S advallclllg 011 Chera.w or Charlotte. 

R. E. LEE. 
HOll. J. U. BRECKINH.l1)GE, Seorciwry 0/ Wa'l'. 
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HEADQUAR,TERS, 
Afa,rch 3, 1865. (Received 9.45 a. m.) 

General J ohnstDIl reports skirmishing at Oheraw on afternoon of 28th 
and morning of 1st with Seventeenth Corps; Fifteenth Corps in vicin­
ity. Reports from General Hampton indicate a general movement of 
enemy, but could not understand whether upon Cheraw or Florence. 

R. E. LEE. 
General J. C. BRECIUNRIDGE. 

HEADQUARTER,S, 
1I1arclt. 9, 186.'5. 

General Bragg reports that he attacked the enemy yesterday four 
miles in front of Kinston and drove him from his position. He dis­
puted the ground obstinately, and took a new line three miles from his 
fil'st. We captured :3 pieces of artillery and 1,500 prisoners. The 
number of enemy's dead and wounded left on the field is large; ours 
comparatively small. The troops behaved most handsomely, and 
Ma.ior-Generals . Bill and Hoke exhibited their accustomed zea,l and 
gallantry. 

R. E. LEE. 
Hon .•1. O. BRECI{lNRIDGE, 

Secreta,ry oj War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Murch 10,1865. (Received 7.30 p. m.) 

General Hampton attacked General Kilpatrick at daylight this morn· 
ing and drove him from his camp, takiug uis guns, wagons, many 
horses, several hundred prisoners, and releasing a great number of 
our own men who had been captured. The guns and wagons could not 
be brought off for want of horses. Many of the enemy were killed and 
wounded. Our loss not heavy. Lieut. 001. J. S. King, killed; Briga­
dier-General Bumes, Oolonels Hagan and Harrison, and Ma.iors Lewis, 
Ferguson, and others wounded. 

R. E. LEE. 
Bon. J. C. BRECKINRJDGE, 

Secreta,ry of War. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF 	THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
11Iarch 11, 1865. (Received 12 m.) 

General Bragg reports that enemy in trenched himself in the position 
to which he was driven on the 8th, and therefore had not been dis­
lodged; also that a heavy force was moving' from Wilmington on his 
right and rear, which would oblige him to return. General Hardee 
reports Sherman's a,rmy seven miles from Fayetteville, and that he and 
Hampton would cross Cape Fear River to·night. General Fitz Lee 
states main force of Sheridan is at Columbia. A small party crossed 
the James in a fiat· boat, but returned. 

R. E. LEE. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINR,IDGE, 

Secretm-v of War. 
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HEADQUAR'l'EUS, 
11Iarch 18, 1865. (Received 8.45 a. lll.) 

General Jobnston reports that Oil the Hlth General Hardee was 
repeatedly attacked by four divisions of the enemy a few miles south 
of AveraRborough, but always repulsed them. The enemy was reported 
at night to have crossed Black River to the east at various points with 
the rest of the army. General Hardee is moving to a point twelve 
miles from Smithfield. Schofield's troops are reported at Kiuston 
repairing railroad. Cheatham's amount of rolling-stock only conveys 
about 500 men a day. 

R. E. LEE. 
TIon. .T. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 

• SecretarJI of ·War. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF 'l'HE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
March 21, 1865. (Received 5.30 p. m.) 

General Vaughn reports this morning that Thomas is at Knoxville; 
that three regiments and some negro troops are repairing the East 
Tennessee Railroad, and that enemy haye commenced their advanee. 

General J. E ..Johnston, at 9.20 a. m., at Bentonville, reports that he 
is removing his wounded to Smithfield. The enemy's intrenched posi­
t.ion and greatly superior numbers, Sherman's army being [in] our front, 
make further offensive movements impracticable. 

R. E. LEE. 
Hon.•T. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary of War. 

No. 283. 

Reportfl of General G. T. Bea1tregard, O. S. A1'my, of opera-tions .Jan1t-. 
a.ry 2Y-March 6. 

MON'l'GO.l\IERY, .January 29; 1865. 
(Reeeived 10.40.) 

General Hardee reports two columns of enemy moving from Savan­
nah on Augusta. I will leave in the morning for latter place. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Gene1·al. 

Genera,l S. COOPER, 
Ailj1tfa.nt and Inspector Genera.l. 

AUGUSTA., Februa1'y 4,1865. 
(Received 4.10.) 

Telegrams from Generals Hardee and McLaws report enemy crossed 
Broxton's and Rivers' Bridges, over the Salkehatchie, forcing General 
McLaws back toward Branchville. He was flanked on both sides. 
Fighting was sharp at Rivers' Bridge. General Hardee has made dis­
positions to hold railroad as long as possible, but says will not be able 
to hold it much longer. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Gen.era.I.. 

General S. COOPER, 
Adjuta.nt and Inspector General. 
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AUGUSTA, Pebnta.ry 4, 1865. 
Reports from Generals Wheeler and Iverson of yesterday indicate 

that the Fourteenth and Twentieth Oorps have passed the Savanllah 
River at Sister's Ferry, but that portions of them ale still tllis side, as 
Iverson, in a skirmish on the 2d instant, took prisoners from the Sixth
IFourteenth '1 Corps. Prisoners were ta.ken who claim to belong to.the 
rwenty·third Corps (Schofield). They report one aivision of that corps 
present. Sheridan with the Nineteenth reported to have arrived at 
Savannah, and General Mea.gher with tlle stragglers of Shermall's 
army. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Gene·ml. 

General S. COOPER, 
.4.dj1t.tant and In8peotor Glmeml. 

• 	 AUGUSTA, Peln'uary 8, 1865. 
(Received 8.40 a. Ill. 9t.h.) 

Enemy cut railroad to Charleston yesterday morning- Ileal' Blackville. 
Lee's corps is in position 011 the South Fork of the Bdisto, protectillg' 
the approaches to Columbia. Head of Cheatham's corps arrived here 
last nig-ht. McLaws' division is at and about Branchville. I slmll 
leave here to· morrow for Oolumbia. 

G. '.r. BEAUREGARD, 
General. 

General S. COOPE~ 
Adjutant and inspector Gene'ral. 

COJ,UMUIA, Pebnwry 11,1865. 
(Received 1 OAO.) 

General Hardee reports tha,t, the ellemy landed yesterdnyon James 
Island. Force not developed. General Stevellson was forced back 
gradually on the 10th to the line of the North Branch of the Edisto, 
which he now holds. The enemy having marched also in some force 
against Aiken, Major·Gelleral Wheeler marched to that point with his 
available iorce. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
General S. OOOPER, 

Adju,tant and lnl!pector General. 

COLUMBIA, Pebrua.ry 11, 1865-8 (I. 1n. 

I arrived here yesterday evelling. General Hardee reports from 
Charlest{)n, same afterlloon, that the enemy crossed the South Branch 
of the Edisto, at Binnaker'll Bridge, forcing ba.ck General Steveuson to 
North Branch, where Stevenson is concentrating to oppose him. Gen­
eral Wheeler reports that General Allen having iniormed him that the 
enemy is moving 011 Augusta., he is goillg with all his available force 
to Aiken to meet him. Ellemy's gun-boats lett Tugaloo yestel'day. 
General Wright repulsed attack on his lines. Enemy erossed ill some 
force from Dixon, Horse, and Battery Island to .Tames Island yesterday 
morning. 

G. T. BEAUREGAR,D, 
General. 

General S. COOPER 
Adjuta.nt and Inspectm' Genera-I. 
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OOLUl\UnA, Febnutry 12,1865. 
(Received 1 p. m. 13th.) 

General Hardee reports yesterday fl'om Charleston enemy is still in 
force on James Island, but movement believed to be a feint. There is 
an increase of eighteen steamers off' the bar. A barge attack on Bat­
tery Simkins was repulsed. Genera.l Stevenson reports from Orange­
burg to-day that the enemy skirmished heavily at Shilling's Bridge, on 
the North Branch of the Edisto. He expects to retire to-night on this 
place or Kingsville. Geueral Wheeler reports fl'om Aiken that Kilpat­
rick attacked hilU yesterday, but was repulseo with loss and pursued 
five miles beyond that town. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General. 

General R. E. LEE. 

COLUMBIA, S. C., FebruaTY 16, 1865-21J. m. 
I returned last evening from Charleston. I shall assume command 

to·dayof all forces in South Carolina. The present military situation 
is thus: Our forces, about 20,000 effective infantry and artillery, more 
or less demoralized, occupy a circumference of about 240 miles from 
Charleston to Augusta. The enemy, well organized and disciplined, 
and flushed with success, lIumbering nearly double our force, is con­
centrated upon one point (Columbia) of that circumference. Unless 1 
can concentrate rapidly here, or in my rear, all available troops, the 
result cannot be long doubtful. General Hardee still hesitates to 
abandon Charlest{)u, notwithstanding I have repeatedly urged him to 
do so, thereby losing several da.ys of vital importance to future opera­
tions. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
General no E. LEE, Richmond, Va. 

COLUMBIA, S. C., February 16,1865-2.30 p. m. 
Enemy comlUenced shelling city this morning. He is apparently 

moviug up toward Saluda River. Our forces occupy south bank of 
that stream and Congaree. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
General R. E . LEE, Richmond, l'a. 

COLUMllIA, S. 0., Febru.ary 16, 1865-6p. 'I1t. 

Enemy has forced a passage across the Saluda River above Columbia. 
I will endeavor to prevent him feom crossing the Broad, but my forces 
here are so small it is doubtful whether I can prevent it. Columbia 
will soon ha.ve to be evacuated. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
- General. 

General R. E. LEE, Richmond, Va. 
(Copy to General W .•T. Hardee.) 
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'WHITE OAK, S. C., .Febntary 19, 1865-10 p. m. 
(Received 8.30 p. m. 20th.) 

After close examination, and exerting every means in my power, I 
find it impossible for the troops now in Charleston to form a junction 
with me this side of Greensborough. Believing it best, from informa­
tion just received from Governor Vance and General Bragg, to trans­
port the troops by rail to that point, I have directed Genel'allVIcLaws 
to move them b;y rail as rapidly as possible. I am also of the opinion 
that Cheatham, at.Newberry this morning with 2,000 men, and Stewart, 
eighteen hours behind him, with 1,200 meu, cannot form a junction 
with me except by moving across via Statesburg and lVIanchester, and 
thence by rail to Greensborough. This movement will reqnire some 
days, owing to difficulties of crossing the Broad and "Tateree R.ivers. 
The enemy has advanced to-day to near Winsborongh in force, and is 
still moving along the railroad, keeping between this place and Broad 
River, thus cutting oft· Cheatham a,nd Stewa,rt. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General. 

General R E. LEE. 

CHESTER, S. C., F(,'1jr1tary 20, 1865. 
General lVIcLaws reports from Monk'~ Corner that Charleston was 

successfully evacuated on the night of the 17th insta.nt. Bllemy 
reported by General Wheeler to be advancing on this place, being six 
miles north of Monticello. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Geneml. 

General R. E. LEE. 

CHARLOTTE, March 5, 1865. 
General Hampton reports from near 'White's Store at 9 p. m. yester­

day that Fourteenth Corps is moving on Wadesborough, and Twentieth 
Corps on fl, road to its right. Prisoners say they expect to reach Wades­
borough to night. 

G. T. BEAUREGAR,D. 
General JOHNSTON. 

CHARLOTTE, Mm'ch 5, 1865. 
Three brigades of Stewart's corps left Chesterville to-day. The rest 

of his and Cheatham's will arrive there to-day in time to follow move­
ment of [Stevenson's corps] from here. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
General J. E. JOHNSTON. 

CHARLOTTE, March 6, 1865. 
Have just received copy of telegram to yon from Hardee, saying he 

is moving' on Greensborough. He has not received instructions of 24th 
ultimo. He should be recalled at once to Fayetteville or Haleigh. 
Shall troops from here be sent to Smithfield or Raleigh Y 

G. T. BEAUREGAHD. 
General J. E .•JOHN5ITON. 
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RALEIGH, March 11, 1865. 
GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Hardee, then atFayetteville, informed 

by telegraph last uiglit that General Shermll;n's a~'m~ was wit~in /Seven 
miles of the place; that he would cross the flver durmg the Dlght, and 
Lieutenaut-General Hampton this morning. The closing of the tele­
graph office has indicated t,he evacuation of the place. General Bragg 
reported at the same time that he had not dislodged the enemy from 
the position which he took after the action of the 8th, the strength of 
the intrenched position and re-enforcements to the enemy making it 
impracticable. A strong body of troops was also marching by the·coast 
road to join Oox's command. He is, therefore, falling back, instructed 
to halt at Goldsb:>rough. It seems to me probable that General Sher­
man intendG to unite the troops near Kinston with his own army. If 
he moves toward Goldsborough for this object, I hope to be able to 
concentrate our forces there to attack Cox. By the slow working of 
the railroad the Tennessee troops are not all up yet, although the 
movement commenced eight days ago. Should the Federal army 
move upon Raleigh from Fayetteville, the course of the Cape Fear might 
conceal his movements to within thirty miles of the place, and prevent 
my meeting it near the river, where itR columns are most likely t.o be 
separated. Generals Holmes and Gatlin tell me that the country 
between Raleigb and Clarksville will sustaIn no considerable t>ody of 
troops, and that to reach the Roanoke it would be necessary to directlour 
march at least as low on the river as Gaston. The chief commissary, 
however, reports the country along most of the route to ()larksville 
abundant. I think that my course ought to depend much upon ·your 
situatiou. In a battle with Sherman· on equal ground the chalices 
would be decidedly against us. Hardee'S troops have seen little real 
service, and have among the snperior officers few who have shown them­
selves competent to their grades. Their present organization is new, 
made when Charleston was evacuated. 

'rhe Army of 'rcnnessee is represented to be in great need of 
reorgallization. Their best general officers were lost at Franklin.and 
Nashville. Lieutenant-Geneml Hardee's force at Cheraw was, includ­
ing 1,000 Souta Oarolina reserves and militia, about 10,000. There 
have been many deserters since. General Bragg estimated his at 
about 7,000. Bis loss was about 500 in the recent engagement. Gen­
eral Beauregard estimated the effective total of the Army of Ten­
nessee at 6,700. Our cavalry is better and more numerous than that 
of the enemy, and is undor a much abler commander. The Federal 
army is snpposed by our officers to amount to 45,000. I have no other 
means of estimating its strength. Under such circumstances I will 
not give battle to Sherman's united army unless your situation may 
re(]uire such a conrse; but will if I can find it divided. Of thi.s please 
advise me. I need not say that your opinions will have a control equal 
to that of your official authority. Should Sherman and Oox'unite, 
their march into Virginia cannot be prevented byrne. In that eveut, 
if r uuderstand your letter of February 23, you will meet us at the 
southern edge of Virginia to give battle. Would it be practicable, 
instead, to hold olle of the illner lines of Richmond with Olle part of 
your army, and meet Sherman with the other, retnrning to Richmond 
after fightillg¥ I should be glad to know as much as yon think it pru­
dent to communicate of the effect, upon your position of the interrup­
tion by the Pederal army of the railroad by Raleigh. If the posses· 
sion of the road by Raleigh is necessary for the subsistence of your 
army, unless it is improper to ask, I should be glad to be informed. I beg 
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you to inform me of everythiug ill your affairs which is conllecteu with 
my operations, such as may be dependent on them, that I may do my 
utmost to aid yon. I shall also be grateful for any instructions J'ou 
may have time to give me. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servallt, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 

Genemi. 
Geueral R. E. LEE, 

G&ne'l'u/" 'in· Chief. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
S~nl'HFIELD, MaTch 17, 1865-10.30 a. ?n. 

General Hardee was yesterday five miles south of Averasborough. 
He was repeatedly attacked durillg the day by four divisions of the 
enemy, but always repulsed him. The enemy was reported at night 
to have crossed Black River t{) the east at various points with the rE'st 
of the army. General Hardee is moving to a POillt twelve miles from 
Smithfield. Schofield's troops are reported at Kinswn, repairing- the 
railroad bridge. Cheatham's corps 1I0t yet up. This railroad, with its 
enormous amount of rolling·stock, has brought us only about 500 mell 
a. day. 

J. B. JOHNS'l'ON. 
General R E. LEE. 

SMITHFIELD, }JI[(t1'ch 18, 1865. 
The troops will be united to·day, except two divisions of Cheathalll's 

corps not yet arrived. . Effective totals, infantry and artillery: Bra.g'g, 
6,500; Hardee, 7,500; Army of 'l'ennessee, 4,000. Should Sherman 
move by Weldon would you prefer my turuillg to Clarksville Y Lieu· 
teuant-General Hardee's loss on 16th was 450. Prisoners taken the 
next day report the ellemy's about o,300. . 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 
General ]{,. K LEE. 

BENTONVILLE, March 20, 1865. 
Our cavalry reporting that the Fourteenth and Twentieth Corps 

were moving by the A verasborough and Goldsborough road, and the 
Fifteenth and Seventeellth by that from Fayetteville, [ concentrated 
our troops here yesterday morning and attacked the enemy abont 3 
p. m.; routed him, capturing three guns; but a mile in rear he rallied 
upon fresh troops. We were able to press all back slowly until 6, when 
receiving fresh troops, apparently, he attempted the offensive, whieh we 
resisted without diffiClllty until dark. This morning he is intrenched. 
Our loss was slllall. 'file troops behaved extremely well. Dense 
thickets prevented l'apid operations. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 
Genera,l 1<. E. LEE. 
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Nl~AR BENTONVILLE, JlaJ'ch 21,1865-7.::0 a. III. 

Weare remailling here to cover the removal of our wounded to the 
railroad at Smithfield. The enelllY's intrenched position and greatly 
superior Humber, Shermau's a,rmy being in our front, make further 
offensive impracticable. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 
General R. E. LEE. 

NEAR SMITHFIELD, N. C., Manit !t3, 1805-1.30 1). 'In. 

Sherman's whole army being intrenched in our front on morning of 
~Oth, we did not attack, but held our position to cover removal of 
wounded and occupy enemy. There was heavy skirmishing 20th and 
~lst, a,nd several partial attacks by him handsomely repulsed. Troops 
of Tennessee army ha.ve fully disproved slanders that have been pub­
lished a.gainst them. Evenillg aud night of 21st enemy moved toward 
Goldsborongh, where Schofield joined him, a,nd yeste,.'da,y we came 
here. Sherman's comse cannot be hilldered by the small force I have. 
T can do no more than annoy him. I respectfully snggest that it is no 
longer a questiOlI whetlwr you leave present position; yon have only to 
decide where to meet Sherman. I will be near him. 

J. E. JOHNSTO:N. 
General H. E. LEE. 

NBAI{ :::;MITHFIELD, N. 0., ~March 24, 18(j5. 
Your dispatch ill cipher just. received. Sherman and Schofield have 

united a,t Goldsborough the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seventeent.ll, 
Twentieth, Twenty-third, 'rweuty-fonrth, and Twenty-fifth Corps, 

'- lIlaking' about 60,000. I was compelled to come here to cross Neuse. 
I)risoners say that Sheridan with his cavalry is expected soon. Should 
this be true, could you re·enforce Hampton ' Sherman ought to cross 
Roanoke a,t ·Weldon. It would be best, I think, to fight on this side. 
r will keep yon informed of his route and progress. He will probably 
stop at Goldsborongh sOllie days. I will impede his march if possible 
and keep ill his front to join you ~llOUld you wish to fight Grant first. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 
General R. B. LEE. 

NEAR SMI'l'HPIELD, ]jfarch 25, 186'5. 
Not. the Twenty-nintil bnt the 'l'wenty-fiftll Corps, said by our scouts 

to be negroes. 'rhe returns of yesterday show our effective infantry 
to be 13,900. 

J. B. JOHNSTON. 
General R B. -LE)";. 

SXIlTHFIl1LD, N. C., jJfarch 27, 11:j(j5. 

UENEltAL: Your reply to my telegram, reporting the action of the 
19th, near Bentonville, makes me apprehend that my brief accouut. 
ma.y have given an exaggerated idea of onr success. I therefore write 
a more minute olle. 

'r 'l'he reports of our cavalry, received on t.he llIorning of the 18th, 
showed that the Federa,l army was moving toward Goldsborough. The 
Right vYing (Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps) by the FayetteYille 
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road, and the Left Wing (Fourteenth a.nd Twentieth Corps) by that from 
Avel'asborough; and that the Right Wing had crossed Black River, 
while tl1e Left was still near Averasborough. It was probable, there­
fore, that in addition to the distance between the two roads, about twelve 
miles by the State map, there was an interval of a day's march between 
these wings. I determined therefore to attack the Left Wing. General 
Bragg and Lieutenant·General Stewart, whose troops were near Smith· 
field, were directed to march through Bentonville and encalllp between 
that point and the Averasborough road, and Lieutenant·General Hal" 
dee, who was at Elevatioll, was instructed to join them. His march was 
so much longer-althe>rgh by tl1e map it appeared shorter-that he 
did not arrive until the following morning. The troops then moved by 
the left flank to the road on which the enemy wa::; approa.ching. Gen­
era-I Bragg's were formed across it at right angles, and the Army of 
Tennessee on their right, with its own st.rongly thrown forward. The 
ground in our front, north of the road. was open; that 011 the south of it 
was covered with tl1ickets. We had but one road. through dense black­
jack 101' our movements, so that they consumed a weary time. While 
they were in progress a vigorous attack was made on General Bragg'!:> 
left. Lieutenant·General Hardee was instructed to send a division 
to its support and the other to the extreme right, and with the latter 
itud Stewart's troops to charge as they faced, which would bring tl1em 
obliquely upon the enemy's left and center. General Bragg's troops 
werA to join in the movement successively from right to left. In the 
Illeantime the attack upon General Bragg was repulsed with heavy loss, 
and another made upon Stewal't's corps, commanded by Major·General 
Loring, by which the enemy was quickly driven back. These two 
affairs showed that the Fourteenth Corps was in our immediate front. 

It was near 3 o'clock before Hardee's troops were in position on the 
right. He then made the charge with characteristic skill and vigor, 
well and gallautly seconded by Stewart, Hill, Loring, and the officers 
under them, Once, when he apprehended difficulty, Hardee literally 
led the advance. The Federals were routed in a few minutes, our 
brave fellows dashing successively over two lines of temporary breast· 
works, and following the enemy rapidly, but in good order. A mile in 
rear the Fourteenth rallied on the Twentieth Corps in a dense growth 
of young pines. In this position the Federal right rested on a swamp 
and was covered by intrenchments. Our troops continued to press the 
enemy back, except on the left, where we were held in check by the 
intrellchments just mentioned. Their progress was very slow, how­
ever, from the difficulty of penetrating thickets in line of battle. 
About 60'cloek the Federal forces were so greatly increased, I believe, 
by the arrival of the Sevente.ent,h Corps, that they seemed to attempt 
the offensive, but with little effect. They were able to hold their ground 
until night only by the help of dense thickets and breast· works. 

After burying our dead and brillging off our own and many of the 
Federal wounded, and three pieces of artillery (a fourth was left because 
we had llOt horses to dmw it away), we returned to onr first position. 

On the morning of the 20th, as the enemy had three of his four corps 
present and well intrenched, the attack was not renewed. We held our 
grollnd, however, ill the hope that his greatly superior numbers might 
encourage him to attack, and to cover the removal of our wounded. 
The Fifteenth Corps coming up on Ol1r left flank, we changed iront, 
parallel to the road, but near enough to command it. During the day 
General Bragg's line was repeatedly attacked and the enemy repulsed, 
sevel'ely punished. TIle briskest of these was on Kirkland's bdgade 
about sunset, 
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Ou the 21st heavy skirmishing was renewed ou the whole front. At 
noon, by throwing forward Stewart's and Taliaferro's skirmishers, it 
was found that the enemy had drawn back his left and intrenched it, 
as if to cover a march toward Goldsborough. During the afternoon the 
fhing was very brisk on McLaws' and Hoke'S lines, and about 4 o'clock 
the l:3eventeellth Corps pp.netrated the thin line of cavalry forming our 
extreme left, and moved upon Bentonville. Lieutenant·General Hardee, 
detached to that point with the reserves, met it in front with CUlIl' 
ming-'s (Georgia) brigade, the only infantry up, while cavaJry, directed 
by Lieutenant·General Hampton and Major·General Wheeler, was 
thrown upon its flanks. By these combined attacks this corps was 
prolllptlydriven back. In this affair Cumming's brigade, under Colonel 
Henderson, and the Eighth Texas Cavalry, distillguishetl themselves. 
III the latter General Hardee's son, a very promising youth of sixteen, 
fell mortally wounded when f,aIIantlycharging in the foremost rank. 

Finding during the night that Schofield had reached Goldsborough 
and that SlIerma.ll was moving toward Cox's Bridge, and that all onr 
wounded that could bear transpOl'tation had been removed, on the 22d 
we moved to the neighborhood of Smithfield, encamping south of the 
Nense. 

We took about 1G,000 men into action 011 the 19th. The enemy's force 
before 6 o'clock was above 20,000, then increased by about 10,000. On 
the 20th and 21st the Whole arrny was before us, amounting to near 
44,000, inclnding losses. But for the thickets which impeded our 
movements we !Should undoubtedly have beaten the Fourteenth and 
Twentieth Corps bef()re 5 o'clock. I expected to nse our cavalry on the 
enemy's left, but the cl1aracter of the country is such that Lieutenant· 
General Hampton could not bring it iuto action. 

Our loss is found to be greater than that first reported. It amounted 
in the three days to 224 killed, 1,4-70 wounded, and about 601) missing. 
Some of t.he latter skulked to the rear; most of thew, however, were 
captured by separating late in the afternoon from parties which pene· 
trated the enemy's line in tbe thickets in which it lay. The Federal 
loss could not be estimated, as it was great.est in the thick woods in 
which tbe action of the 19th terminated, and in front of our breast· 
works 011 the 20th and 21st. It certainly exceeded ours greatly. 

The J1tol'al effect of tbe~e operations bas been very beneficial. The 
spirit of the army is greatly improved and is now excellent. I am 

J, informed l>y persons of high standing that a similar effect is felt in the 
country. 

Most respectful~y, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 

General. 
General R E. J.JEE, 

Genera.l·in· Ckiej. 
ADDENDA. 

NEAR SMITHFIELD, Jl{arch 27', 1865. 

GENERAL: J have the honor to t.ransmit for your information a rough 
field return of this army: 
On the 17th General Bragg hnd-

Iufan try. . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . ... . . . ..... . . . . .. ... ... 4, 775 
Artillery. .. . . .. . .. . . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . .. ... .... . .. . .... .... . ..... 782 

On the same day Lieutenant·General Stewart had, infantry. .... . ..... ...... 3,956 
On tho morning of the 19th Lieutenant·Genera,l Hardee had, infantry. ..•••. 5,400 

Tota,l ................................ . ............................... 14,913 
67 R R-VOL XLVII, PT I 
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My apology for addressing this communicatioll to you is that I do not 
know who is your adjutant·general. I beg to be informed, that I may 
hereafter direct my correspondence properly. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 

Geneml. 
General R. B. LEE, Gcncral"in·CMeJ: 

dbstmot of strength /1'0»1 field l'etm',UJ. 

MARCH 17. 

Infantry. 
,./ 

~ ~.A rtillory. 

~ ~ 
riI p., 

--­------------------~------

Lee ..... .. .... . . ........ .. ........... .. .. ...... .. .................. . ...... . 
 2,660 3,300 
Stewa.rt .. ......... .... . ... ......... ... . .. ... ....... . ... . ... ... ........... .. 
 890 1,349 ....... .. . 

Choatham ..... ...... . . ......... ...... ................. ....... . ..... .. ..... . 
 406 567 .. .. .... .. 

4,775Hoko ............. ... ........ . ................... .... ... .. ................ .. 
 4,988 782 

Tot.'L......... .. . ......... ........................ .... ... .. . ... .. .... 
 8,731 10,294 782 

MARCH 2:J. 

Lee ..................................................... .. ................ . 2,340 3,211 
Stewart..... . .... ... .. ...... ...... ........ .. .................. ... .. ........ 723 1,131 
Cheat),,,,,............ .. ............ . ...... .. .. . .. .. ... . ' .. .. .... ...... ....... 2,005 2,602 106 
Hardee..... ...... ... ..... .. ...... .. ... .. . .. . .... ... .. .. ......... ... ..... ... 5,328 5, P16 027 
Hoko.. ..... .... .. ....... ........... ....... . ........... .............. ....... . S, 598 4,839 

Total. ....................................... ... ... . .................. ""i3,9941~.~ 

MARCH 27. 

Infantry. CavRlry . 

..; Artillery. 

~ p., 
-------------------1·----­
Lee . .. . .. .. .. .. ........ .................. . .... ... .. . . .. .. . 
 2, 547 3,394 .......... .... ........ .. .. 

Stewart .... .......... .. . .......... ....... .. ... ...... ...... 800 
 1,236.... .. .. ...... .. 106 
Choatham.. ... ......... . ........................... .. .. ... 2,130 
 2,.899 ... ..................... .. 

Hardel'....... .......... ............... . .. . .... .... .. ...... 8,168 9,008................ 
 927 

~~r:~~~ ::: :::::: :::: ::: ::::::::::::::::: :: ::: ::::::: ::::::,C::::: .... .... 
 i:gr~ i:m::::: ::: :: 
Tota!.. .......................... ....... ............ l3.645 17, 62714.0934.92l1~ 


MARcn 31 . 

Effecti"e. Present. 

~ 
~ " 
>-< " 

,;,~ ~ .h 4>~ ::2:z 3 ~ ... i0 
~ E-< >-< " -'1 

:3 
0 

E-< 

Hardee ................. :.................. ... .. ........ 
 8, 158 ~~ 0,098 ---;;1 10,806 
Army of Tennossee............. .. ..... .. .. .. .... .... ... 
 6,745 06 6, P41 8,869 lOS 8,077 

318 .. .... 31S 371...... 371 J 
Total .......................... ........ . ... .... . .. ""i5,m 
7931I6,0i41J!i;238r9i6T'20~ 
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Abstract of strength .from jielclrct'll1"1I-s-Continned. 

APRIL 7. 

]Jresent.Efrective. 

Hardee........ . ......... . .... . ..... .... . . ............. . 

Stewart. (Army of TeDness6e) . . ....... .. . . . . ... . .... . . . 


Total . ........ . .... . ................... . .... ... . .. 


8,605 624 
8. 861 92 

17,466 716 

9, 229 
8,953 

18,182 

h>~ ........ 
s ~ 3~ " ... 0
<!j H.... " 

10,337 695 ll , 032 
11.331 111 11,442 

21,668 806 22,474 

_"- PRIL 17. 

H ardee ...... .. . ...... . . .. . ... . . . ............ . .... . .... . 
 6,2566,045 211 7,786 238 8,024 
Stewart .... . ............. . .... .. .. . ....... . . .. .... .. ... . 
 4, 953 467 5, 420 6,567 586 7, 153 

2,1;81 95 2, 776I Jeo ............ . ..... . -- . .. ... -- - ----- . • . ... . . . .. -. -... . 
 3,462 104 3,566
Pioneers .... . _...... _. . . _.. . ........... _....... . ........ . 
 318 318 371 371 

Total ... ...... . ............... .. ..... . . . .. .. . .. ... 
13, 997 773 14, 770 18, 186 928 19, 114 

APRIL 24. 

H.,rdee ........ . ............... .. .......... . .. .......... . 5, 356 184 1 5.540 7.276 194 7,470 

St~wart. ... . . .. . .. . ....... . ........ . . . . . . ... . ........... 4.972 469 5.441 6. 650 590 7. 240 

Lee....... ............ . ..... ...... ................ ...... 4.118 89 4,207 4.913 110 5,023 


Tot·al ...... .. ........ .. ....... .. .... . . , .......... . . 14.446 742 1 15, 188 18, 839 894 19,733 


Casualtie8 at Bentonville. 

Command. Killed. Wounded . Missing. Total. 

March 19: 
Hardee ................................. . . ..... .. . ............... 
Army of Tennessee . ... .. ........ .. .. ...... .. .......... 91 
Hoke................. ..................... . .... . ..... . 45 

March 20: 

. .............................. . 
624 284 999 
370 178 593 

Army of T enDessee ............................. . .... .. 
 2 
Hoke ........................... . .. .... .... .. .... . ... .. 
 2 

March 21: 
9j~kl .~~:~~~~~~~~~::: ::::::: ::: : ::::::: ::: :::::: :::::: 15 

March 22: 
Hoke .......... . ............ .. ....... . . . .... .... . .... .. 

March 18 to 21 : 
Cavalry ............. .. ..................... . ......... . . 15 

RECAPITULATION . 

7 9 
4-1 16 62 

45 21 75 
58 6 79 

6 

80 18 113 

Ha,rdee ... .... .. .... .. ................................... .. 59 319 148 526 
Army of Tennessee.. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. ... .. . .. . .. .. 102 676 305 1,083 
Hoke........ ......... ... .... .......... .................... 63 475 202 740 
Cavalry.................................................... 15 80 18 113 

~ . Tot-a.\ .. ... ...........................................,-;;;---*l,55O --6731--2:462 


P" 'i8QneI'8 taken. 
Hardco ....................................................... . ..... . .. .. .................. .... . .. . 114 


t~~11.;~ ?'~~~~~~~:::::: : :::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: m 
() fticorti .. _....••......... _........ • .... ••.•••..•• . _.•.•.• .• , .• _• •• " • . • • •• • _• •• •• • • • ••• . • . .... • • • • • . " 


Total ............................................................... .. ..... ... ... ... .... .. ... 903 


.. ' Hol'llclc captlll'ctl ncar Chora\v.. .. . . ... ... ............. . ........................................... 113 

Hardee captured neur Fa,.yet teville (of whulll 20 were officers) ... .... .... ... ... .. .......... . . .. .... 433 


." llut see statement, next, p. 1060, wliich shows un aggregute of 1,694 wonnded. 
'1'lie increase of 144 is in the Army of TCllnessee. 



1060 OPERATIONS IN N. C., S. C., S. GA., AND E. FLA. [CHAP. LIX. 

Effective. Present. 

-------------------------------------------1-----------­
March 25: 

Wheeler ................................................ . ..... . ............ .. 3,074 3.803 
Butler .......................................... . ................. . ....... . . . 1.019 1,118 

Tot.al ................. . ................................. . . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . . .. 4, 093 4,921 
March 31 to April 7 : 

Wheeler (includes Allen ,letachcd with I,R02 eJ'I'ecth'e "nd 2,365 present). .. . 3,848 5,209 
Butler (inoludes Young's brigade, serving in South Carolina)................ 1,240 1, 517 

Total ... .. ......................... . ............................. .. . . ......1--5-,-0-88+1~-6-,-7-26 


One hundred and eight Confederate wounded left on the morning of 
March 22 at Bentonville and Mr. Harper's, five miles off-63 and 4-5. 
Ambulances sent by Doctor Erskine removed 28 from Bentonville and 
26 from Harper's. Forty·two Federals severely wounded were treated 
by Doctor Erskine, most of them requiring amputations. 

Ca8u.allie8 'in the Confederate force8 near Be.ntonville, N. C., March 19 to 21, 1865. 

Command. Killed . Wounded. Missing. Total. 

AnMY OF TENNESSEE. 


Lient.. Gen. A . P. STEwAnT. 


18727 152 366 
21 171 98 290 
7 85 13 105 

Total Lee's corps .. .... ...................... .. 76155 443 263 
========1=======1'=== 

Stewar~'s ~ors.s :.. 
21 129~!lr.fJl's'~:!i~fo;;:::: ::::: ::: :::: :::: :: :: :::::: 8 60 70 ~ I 153 

J----I---­
Total St{lwart'. corp......................... .. 29 189 
 61 223 

==='1=====1
Cheatham's corps:

Cleburne'. division (engaged only on 19th)...... 8 96 8 112 
Bate'. division (engaued only on 19th) .......... 10 92 29 131 
Brown's division (not engaged) ......................................... . ..................... .. 

Total Cheat.ham's corps ........... . ........... . 18 188 37 
 243 
1====1====1

TROOPS FROM DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH CAnOLlNA, 
GEOROlA, AND FLORIDA. 

Lieot. Gen. W. J . HARDEE. 

Taliaferro's division.. ......... ................... ... 31 166 126 
 323 
McLaws' division.. ........ ......... ................. 28 153 22 203 

--·--1----1·----1·----­
Total Hardee's command...... ............ . ... 59 319 148 
 526 

TROOPS FROM D:EPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

General BRAXTON BRAGG. 

Hoke's divi8ion. ............... ............ .......... 61 471 202 
 734 
Artillery ............................................ 2 4 ........... . 6 

·-----1---- 1-----1----­
Total Bragg'. comm,.nd. ...................... 63 475 202 
 740 

1======1======1======1=======
CAVALRY. 

Lieut. Gen . WADE HAMPTON. 

R 53 ........... . 
 611:~::~~~Si~~;fo~:: ::::::::::::::: :::::: :::: :::::::::: 5 22 18 45 
Hart'. ha·ttery ................. . ................... .. 2 7 

1----1--------------­
Total cavalry........ .. ..... ....... ............ 15 80 18 
 113 

j 
1======4======1======1====== 

Grand totaL................................... 230 1, 604. 673 
 2, 606 

1 
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GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUAR1'ERS ARMY OF l'ENNESSEE, 
. No. 22. Near Greensboro1tgh, N. C., JJlay 2,186'5. 

COMRADES: In terminating our official relations I most earnestly 
exhort you to observe faithfully the terms of pacification agreed upon, 
and to discharge the obligations of good and peaceful citizens at your 
homes as well as you have performed the duties of thorough soldiers 
in the field. By such a course you will best secure the comfort of 
your families and kindred and restore tranquillity to your country. 
You wiII return to your homes with the admiration of our people, won 
by the courag-e and noble devotiou you have displayed in this long 
war. I shall always remember with pride the loyal support and gener­
ous confidence you have given me. I now part with you with deep 
regret, and bid you farewell with feelings of cordial frielldship and 
with earnest. wishes that you may have hereafter all the prosperity and 
happilless to be found in the world. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 

No. 285. 

Organizat'ion of the Confederate Forces,'" commanded by Genera,l Joseph 
E. Johnston.t 

GBNBRAL HEADQUARTERS. 

~:SCORT. 

Capt,. E. M. HOLLOWAY. 

HARDBE'S CORPS. I 

Lieut, Gen. WILLIAM J. HARDEE. 

ESCOltT ANI> SCOUTS. 

Capt. WILLIAM C. RAUM. 
Capt. JOHN B. L. WALPOLE. 

BROW,N'l) (LATE CLEBURNE'S) DIVISION. 

Maj. Gen. JOHN C. BHOWN. 

Smi.lh' s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen . JAMES A. SMITH. 

1st Florida (consolidated 1st, 3<.1, ,Uh, 6th, and 7th Infantry nn<.11st Cavalry), Lieut. 
CoL Elisha Mashburn. 

1st Georgia (consolidated 1st, 57th, and 63d Georgia Infant'7y), Col. Charles H. 
Olmstead. 

54th Georgia (consolidated 37th and 54th Georgiot and 4th Battalion Georgia Shorp­
shooters), Col. Theodore D, Caswell. 

Govan'8 B,·igade. 

Brig. Gen. DANIEl. C. GOVAN. 

1st Arkausall (consolidated lst,2d,5th,6th, 7th, 8th, 13th, 15th, 19th, alld 24th Arkau­
sas and 3.1 Confederate), Col. E. A. Howell. 

1st Texas (consolidated 6th, 7th, 10th, and 15th Infantry and 17th, 18th, 24th, an<l25th 
Texas (dismounted) Cava lry), Lieut. Col. William A. Ryau . 

• As constituted after April 9, upon which date it was partly reorganized. 

tGcneral G. T. BeaUl'egal'd second in command. 

t At Bentonyille, consisted of the divi~ions of Hoke, McLawB, and W. B. Talia­


ferro. Maj. Gen. Lafayette McLaws was assigned, April 10, to command the District 
of Georgia. 



1062 OPERATIONS IN N. C., S. C., S. GA., AND E. FLA. [CHAP. LIX. 

HOK));'S l>lVHHON. ' 


MaJ. Gil)]. ROBERT F . HOlm. 


Hagood'8 Brigade. CNngm.am'8 Rrigad(,. 

Brig. Gen. JOHNSON HAGOOD.Brig. Gell . THOMAS L . CLINfl MAN. 

11th South Carolina, Capt. B. F. Wyman. 
Barrier . 

8th North Carolina., Lieut. Col. RIlfu8 A. 
21st South Carolina: 

31st North Carolina., Col. Charles W. Capt. J. A. W. Thomas. 
Knight. Col. Robert F. Graham. 

36th North Carolina, (Maj. William A. 25th South Carolina, Capt. E. R. Lesellnc. 
40th Nort·h Ca.rolina,) Holland. 27th South Carolina, Capt. Thomas Y. 
51st North Carolina, Capt. James W. Lip­ Simons. 


pitt. 
 7th SOllth Carolina Battalion: 
61st North Carolina, Capt. Stephen W . . Cft'pt. William Clyburn. 

Noble. Lieut. Col. James H . Rion. 

Kirkland'8 B?'igade. Colq"Uf8 Brigade. 

Brig. Gen . 'WILLIAM W. KlHl(LAND.Brig. Gen. AU'RED H. COLQUITT. 

6th Georgia, Maj. JUllles M. Culpepper. 17th North Ca.roliua, Lieut. Col. Thomas 
19t1l Georgia., Ueut. Col. Ridgway B. H. Sha.rp. 


Hogan . 
 42d N01·th Carolina, Col. JohnE. Brown. 
23d Georgia, Col. Mnrcus R. Ba..llenger. 50th North Carolina, Col. George Worth­
27th Georgia, Lieut. Col. Hezekiah Bus­ am. 


sey. 
 66th North Carolina, Col. John H. Nether­
28th Georgia, Capt. George ,\r. Wl1rthen. cntt. 

Fir8t Bt';gade J"ni('1' ReSUl'Vt'8. 

Brig. Gen. LA WRENC}; S. BAKIm. 

1st North Carolina., Lieut. Col. Charles W. Broadfoot. 

2d North Carolina., Col. John H. Anderson. 

3d North Carolina, Col. John W. Hinsdale. 

1st North Carolina Battalion, Ca.pt. Charles M. Hall. 


CHEATHAM'S DIVISION.t 

Maj. Gen. BENJAMIN F. CHEATHA;M. 

Palm.el·'8 Brigade. 

Brig. Gen . JOSEPH B. PALMF.R. 

1st Tennessee (eonsolidated 1st, 6th, 8th, 9th, 16th, 27th, 28t.h, and 34th Tennessee, and 
24th Tennessee Battalion), Lieut. Col. Oliyer A. Bradshaw. 

2d Tennessee (eonsolidated 11 th, 13th, 13th, 29th, 47th, 50th, 51st, 52d, and 154th Ten­
nessee), Lieut. Col. George ,Yo Pea.se. 

3d Tennessee (consolidated 4th, 5th, 19th, 24th, 31st, 33d, 35th, 38th, and 41st Tennes­
see), Col .•JHmes D. Tillman. 

4th Teunessee (conBolidated2d, 3d, 10th, 15th, 18th, 20th, 26th, 30th, 32d, 37th, und 45th 
Tennessee, and 23d Tennessee Battalion), Col. Anderson Sea.rcy. 

Gist's Brigade. 

Col. WILl.IAM G. FOSTER. 

46th Georgia, Capt. Abe Miles. 

65th Georgia and 2d and 8th Georgia Battalions (consolidated), Lieut. Col. Ztlchariah 


L. Watters. 
16th autl24th South Carolina (coIlBoliuated), Ma.j. B.Burgh Smith. 

;0 From the DepaTtment of North Carolina, commanded by General Braxton Bragg. 
t All the troops of Cheatham's old corps engaged at Bentonvi!ltl.\vere eOUlm anded 

by Maj. Gen. William B: Bate. 
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AHTILI.F.RY lIATTALIOX. 

Maj. BASIL C. MANLY. 

Louisiana Battery, Capt. 'Villiam M. Bridges. 

North Carolina Battery, Capt. George B. Atkins. 

South Carolina Ba.ttery, Capt. George R. Walter. 

South Carolina Buttery, Capt. William E. Zimmerman. 

Virginia Bltttery (Paris'), Lieut. Thomas M. Tucker. 


STEWART'::; CORPS. 

Lieut. Gen. AU;XANDIm P. STEWAH'l'. 

LOHING'IS DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. WILLIAM W. LORING. 


Feathe-rston's Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. WINI'IKLD S. FEATHERSTON. 

1st ArkR,nsas (consolidated 1st and 2d Arkansas )[Ollllted Rifles, and 4th, 9th, and 
25th Arka.nsas Infa.ntry), Col. He1lry G. Bunn. 

3d :lIIississippi (consolidated 3d, 31st, and 40th Mississippi), Col. .James M. Stigler. 
22d Mississippi (consolidated 1st, 22d, aud 3:Jd Missisllippi, and 1st Mississippi Bat­

t:tlion), Col. Martin A. Oatis. 
37th Mississippi, Maj. q. C. Heidelberg. 

Lowry'8 Brigad<J. 

Brig. Gen. ROBERT LowHY. 

29th Alabama., Maj. Henry B. l'umer. 
12th Louisiana: 

Capt. John A. Dixon. 
Lieut. Col. E. M. Gmhalll. 

14th Mississippi (consolidated 5th, 14th, alld 43ft Mississippi), Col. Robert .J. Law­
rence. 

15th Mississippi (consolidated 6th, 15th, 20th, and 23d Mississippi), Lieut.. Col. 
Thomas B. Graham. 

Shelley's B1'igalle. 

Brig. Gen. CUARU;S M. SURLLEY. 

1st Alabama (consolidated 16th, 3:M, ana 45th Alabama), Col. Robert H. Aber­
crombie. 

17th Alaba.ma, Col. Edward P. Holcombe. 
27th Alabama (consolidated 27th, 35th, 49th, 55th, alll157th Alabama), Col. Edw:trd 

McAlcxander. 

AXDEHSON'S (I.ATE TALIAFERRO'S) DIVISION. 

Ma;j. Gell. PATTON ANDEHso:-l . 

Elliott'8 Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. S'l'RPHEN ELLIOTT, Jr. 

Lieut. Col. J . WELSMAN BROWN. 


. 22d Georgia Ratts.lion Artillery, Maj. Mark J. McMullan. 
27th Georgia Battalion, Maj. Alfred L. Hartridge. 
2d South Carolina Artillery: 


Lieut. Col. J. WeIsman Brown. 

Maj. ]0'. F. Warley. 


Manigault's (S. C.) Batta.]joD: 

Lieut. H. KJatte. 

Capt. Theodore G. Boag. 


Rhelt's Brigade. 

Col. 'VILI.IAM BUTLER. 

1st South Carolina (regulars): 

Maj. Thomas A. Huguenin. 

Lieut. Col. 'Vanen Adams. 


1st South Caroli1la Artillery. Lieut. Col. Joseph A. Yates. 
Luca8' (S. C.) Battalion: 


Maj. J. Jonatha,n LucaR. 

Capt. Theodore B. HaYlle. 
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WALTHA!.!.'~ (LAn.; )I'LAWS') l>IYISIOX. 

~1aj. Gcn. El>WAIW C. 'VALTHA!.!.. 

HalTi80n'8 Ji1"-igade. 

Col. GEORGI.; P. HAllIllSON, .Jr. 

1st Georgia ~ regulars). Col. Richard A. Wayne. 
5th Georgia, Col. Charles P. Daniel. 
5th Georgia Reserves, Maj. C. E. McGregor. 

32d Georgia, Lieut. Col. E. H. Bacon, jr. 
47th Georgia and Bonand's Battalion. 

COllner'8 Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. JOlIN D. K";NNEDY. 

2d! Sonth Carolina (consolidated 2d and 20th South Carolina and Blanchard's 
Reserves), Col. William WaUace. 

3d South Ca,rolina (consolid!tted 3d and 8th South Carolina, 3d South Carolina Battal­
i'lll, and Blanchanl's Rcserves), Col. Eli '1'. Stackhouse. 

7th Sonth C!trolina (consolidated 7th and 15th South Cdrolina and Blanchard's 
Reserves), Col. John B. Davis. 

AIlTILLERY. 

Maj. A. BURNET RHETT. 

Georgia Battery: 
Ca,pt. Ruel Wooten AI' rson. 
Lieut. Henry S. Grea.ves. 

Geor:.,Yia, Battery, Capt..John W. Brooks. 

Louisiana Battery, Capt, G. Le(lardeur, jr. 

South Carolina Battery, Capt. Ed ward L. Parl<er. 

South Carolina Battery, Capt. H. M. Stuart, 

Georgia Battery, Capt. John P. Wheaton. 


LEE'S CORPS.' 


Lieut. Gen. STEPHEN D. LEE. 


ESCORT. 


Ca,pt. George G, RAGLAND. 


HILL'S DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. DANIEL H. HII_Y" 

Sha1"p'8 Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. JACOB H. SUARP. 

24th Alabama (consolidated 24th, 28th, and 34th Alabama), Col. John C. Carter. 
8th Mississippi Battalion (consolidated 5th, 8th, and 32d )Iississippi and 3d Missis­

sippi Battalion), Capt. .T. Y. Carmack. 
9th Mississippi (consolidated 9th Battalion Sharpshooters and 7th, 9th, 10th, 41st, 

and 44th Mississippi), Col. Willhull C. RiclHuds. 
19th South Carolina (collsoliduted 10th and 19th South Carolina): 

Maj . • Ja,mes O. Fcrrell. 
Lieut. Col. C. Irvine Walker. 

Brantly'8 Brig(lde, 

Brig. Gen. W'LLIAM F. BRANTLY. 

22d Alabama (consolidated 22(1, 25th, 39th, and 50th Alabama), Col. Harry 1'. 
Toulmin. 

37th Ala.b!tma (consolidated 37th, 42d, and 54th Alabama),. Col. .John A. Minter. 
24th Mississippi (consolida,ted Uth, 27th, 29th, 30th, and 34th Mississippi), Col. R. W. 

'Villiamson. 
58th North ()!~rolina, (consolidated 58th and 60th North Carolill!t), Lieut. Col. T. 

Coleman. 

* At ilentonville consisted of Stevenson's, Clayton's, and Hill's division~, COIll­

manded by Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill. Col..J. G. Coltart commanded Hill's division. 
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)Iaj. Gen. CARTER L. STEVENSON. 

Escort. 

Lieut.•J. L ..JOIINSTOK. 

Hend"rson's BI"iYl,de. 

:Brig. Geu. ROIlF.HT .J. HEKDEH~()N. 
! 

1st Georgia. Confedemte Battalion (consolidate,] 1st Gtlorgia Confederate, 1st Bat· 
talion Georgia 8harpshooters, 25th, 29t.h, 30th, anll 66th Georgia), Capt. W. J. 
Whitsitt. 

3()th Georgia (consolidated 34th, 38th, and part of the ,j6th Georgia): 

Licut. Col. William P. )~ilton. 

Col. Charles H. Phinizy. 


40th. Georgia Battalion (consolidated 40th, 41st, and 4:'ld Georgia): 

Lieut. ,"V. H. Darnall. 

Capt. James E. Stallings. 


42,1 Georgbt (consolidatel136th a.nd 42d Georgia, and parts of :'Hth alld56th Georgia), 
Lieut. Col. Lovilok P. Thoma,s. ' 

Pettu'; Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. EDMlJNIJ W. Pg·['TlJti. 

19t,h Alabama, Lieut. Col. Ezekiah S. (Tulley. 

20th Alabama, Lieut. Col. James K. Elliott. 

23d Alabama, J\/aj . .Jawes1'. Hcster. 

54th Virgillla Battalion, Lieut. Col. COllllally H. L~' lIch. 


A)(TILLEHY. 

Sonth Carolilw IbLtery, Capt. .T. T. Kall>lpIMIX. 

CA V ALHY CORPS. 

Lieut. Gen. VVADE HA~[PTOX. 

Consisted of Lieut. Gen. Joseph Wheeler'A corps and the division of Maj. Gen. M. C. 
Butler, embracing, in part, the following·nmned organizat,iouA: 

1st Alabama. 

3d Alabama. 


51st Alabama, Col. M. L. Kirkpatrick. 
1st Georgia,. 
2d Georgia. 
3d Georgia. 
4th Georgia.. 
5th Georgia, Col. Ell.warll Birll. 
6th Georgia. 

12th Georgia. Capt..hl111eH H. Graham. 
1st Tennessee, Col. .J ames 1'. Wheeler. 
2d Tennessee, Col. Henry M. Ashby. 
4th Tennessee, Col. B,,LXter Smith. 
5th Tennessee,Col. George W. McKenzie. 
8th Tennessee. 
9th Tenllessee llattal iOIl, Maj . .J a.mes H. 

Akin. 

3d ArkansllH, Maj. "'illiam IT. Black­
well. 

ad Coufederate. 
8th Confedern.te. Lieut. Col. .J olm S. 

Pl'l1ther. ' 
10th COllfedCl~a tc. 
1st Kentucky. 
3d Kentucky. 
()th Ke11tnekv. 
8th T exas. . 

11th Texn.s. 
Allison's SrJlln.dron. 
Hart's (South Carolina,) hattery, Capt. 

1<:. Lindsley Ha,lsey. 
South Caroliua Battery, Capt. Willialll E. 

Earle. 

LO!llln', Briyade. 

Brig. Gen. '1'. M. LO(;AN . 

1st Sou t,h Carolina. 

4th South Carolina. 

5th South Carolina. 

6th South Carolina. 


19th South Carolina Battalion. 
Phillips (Georgia) Legion, Maj. w. w. 

Thomas. 

. Jeff. Davis Lflgion, CoL .T. Fre'1. "'ar· 
iug. 

Cob b'~ (Georgia) Legion, Capt. R. Bill 
Roberts. 

10th Georgia, Capt. Ed Will W. Moise. 

(The division ane] brigade comnHlLldcTS lllcntioncll in General 'Ylweler's official 
report of the campaign are 'V. Y. C. Humes, 'William W. Allen, Robert H. Anderson, 
Moses 'V. Hannou, .James Hagan, George G. Dibrell, Fclix H. Robertson, Thomas 
Harrison, Henry J\f. Ashby, and Charles C. Crews.) 

http:Confedern.te
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LNATTACHED TUOOPS. 

Artillery Ba.ttalion, Maj. Joseph Palmer. 

South Carolina Battery, Capt. Jallics 1. Kelly. 

Swett's (Mississippi) Battery, Lieut. H. ShanDon. 

Florida Battery, Capt. Henry F. Abell. 

10th North Carolina, Company I, Cn.pt. Thomas.T. Southerland. 

3d North Carolina Battnllion Artillery, Maj . .John W. Moore. 

13th North Carolina Battalion Artillery, Licut. Col. .Joseph B. Starr. 

Pioneer Regiment, Col. .Julius G. Tucker. 

Naval Brigade, Rear-Admiral Haphael Semllles. 


No. 286. 

Tabular statement of o.tficers and men of the Confederate Army paroled at 
G1'eensboro'Ugh, N. C., and othe'r points, in accoritmwe with the mil-ital'Y 

convention of April 26, 1865. 

[Compiled from parole lists and reports.] 

Commands, ete. 

Geuerals .Johnston and Beauregard aml statl' departments, escorts, 
&c., Army of Tennessee 

lI'1ajor·Gene;·al Lom..x nnd stafr. and llnat tncbed office,., and mell of 
the Army of Northern Virginia. 

HAJtDEE ' ti CORPS. 

Lientena!lt-General Hartlee, st"ff, nnd bC!ldquurters "ttacMs........ .. 


i~Ji;r;l~I;~~~~~\~~~~:T!~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~;:L~: ~ ~:: ~ ~: ~~~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~: ~ ~:: 

Cheatham's division ............................ .. .................... . 


Total Ral'dee'B corps . ....... .. . ..... ......... .. .. . . . ..... . ..... . 


~TKWAnT'S cOin's. 


Lientenant-Genoral Stewart., stnff, nnd beudquarters attaches........ . 

''lnlthall's division .................................................... . 


~~~~~~I~!v~i~i~ion::::::: :', :::::: ::: :::: :::',:::::::::::: ::: :',: ::::: ~:: 
Total Stewart's corp........................................... .. 

LEE'~ CORPS. 

Liel~tell.a'!t..Genoral Lee, staff, a·nd headquarters a!taches ........... . 

~~~!':nd::~~~~n~'-i~i~~':: ::: : :::: ::::::: :::: :::~::: ~:: ~::::::::: :::: : ::::: 

Officers. IEnlis ted j Aggre.men. gate. 

-----,--­
204 , 471 I 6i5 

71 I 62 133 

= = = === 

40 161 201 
53 520 573 
22 110 132 

346 3,2tO 3,556 
208 1,389 1,597 
292 2,711 3,003 

961 8,101 I 9,662 
~-= 

23 85 168 
260 3,252 ::,512 
271 2,307 2,578 
185 2,441 2,626 

739 8,085 8,824 

• 33 8.~ 116 
200 1,293 1,493 
317 3,050 3,367 

Total Leo's corps ............ . ...... .......... .. .... ......... ..... , __ 550 , 4, 426 .1­ 4,976 

CA'·AJ.HY CORPS. I 
Brigadier·Goneral Ailen, sta fl', lind beadquart..,rs attnch~"........ ..... 
Butler's divj.ion......... ..... .. ... ........................... .. . .. .... 

13 I 
162 

47 
2,284 

60 
2, ~6 

Total cavalry corps ............................................. . -mj~331- 2,506 


Semmes' na'-I"al brigade................... .. ............ .. ... .. ......... 

Foute'. command.............................................. . ....... 


TotulllR.val forcoH .. _. , ....... _.................... __ .. __ .... .... . 


Medical officers, attendants, and patients in ho.pitals ... _............. . 
Unattached artillery ..... ... ......................................... .. 
l)c,t,achments reporting to commander of post at Greensborough, N . C. 
~'£isccllnneouspnroles ut Greellsborough, N. C ........................ . 
General S..mnel Cooper, adjutant and inspector general, and Brigadier. 

General Colqnitt and statl'. 
Miscellaneous paroles .t Snlisbnry, N. C....................... ... ... . . 
Misool1ancons paroles at Charlotte. N. C ............................. .. 
Miscellaneous paroles at vario'ls places in North Carolina and South 

Carolina. 

Grand tot..1 ..... ......... .. ____ .... __ ............ __ .............. 


=- 6~ '1-176 - 239 
43 21 6! 

106 107 303 I ... 

135 867 1,002 
61 1.101 1,252 

147 570 717 
65 463 528 

7 1 

219 2, 708 2, 987 
386 :.I.02!l I 4.015 
293 1,732 1 2,025 

-w9 34-:833- 1-39,012 
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No. 287. 

Reports of L ieut. Gen. William J. Hardee, C. S. Army, of opemtions 
Ja:n1w:ry ,2-Ma,rch 22. 

CHARLESTON, ,Ja.nttary 2,1865. 
(Receiveu 11.10 p. Dl.) 

The enemy have landed in force OIl the Georgia [Carolina] side of the 
Savannall Hiver alld al'e driving in our pickets toward Hardeeville. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant· Genera,t. 

General S. COOPER. 

CHARLESTON, Janua,ry 3,1865. 
(H,eceived 7.10.) 

The telegram of yesterday should have read: The enemy have landed 
on the Carolina side of the Savanuail. 

W. J. HAR,DEE, _ 
Lieutenant- Gene'/'a.l. 

.J 
General S. COOPER. 

CHARLESTON, January 5,1865. 
(Received 2 o'clock.) 

Enemy in front of Hardeeville quiet yesterday. It is impracticable 
to ascertain their force yet. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- Geneml. 

General S. COOPER. 

CHARLESTON, Ja,nuary 6, 1865. 
(Received 4.20 7th.) 

lVlajor-General Wheeler reports that the enelIly crossed New mver 
.. bridge yesterday, moving toward Grahamville. Force not ascertained. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lie1ttena1~t- Geneml. 

General S. COOPER. 

CHARLESTON, January 11,1865. 
I have more than 1,500 cavalry un<!.er Brigadier-General Iverson, 011 

the Georgia side of the Savannah H.iver. This force was operating 
[sic] Savannah River, scarcity of forage compelling the main body to 
fall back to --- Creek. Iverson lias orders to watch Kilpatrick, und 
follow him if he should move into Southwestern Georgia. No move­
ment of the enemy to report. 

W. J. HARbEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 

President DAVIS. 
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CHARLESTON, ,lantw1'y 14, 18(la. 
'l'he following telegram received from l\fajor·Gcnel'all\IcLaws, dated 

6 a. m. to·day: 
Enemy reported in large force a few miles from the landing at Port Royal Ferry. 

'l'o-night he telegraphs: 
I am endeavoring to evacuate my position. Enemy are immediately in our front . 

They droye our cavalry so rapidly that it wIla with rlifficulty I could Bend artillery 
alld infantry to impede their advance. They are now checked at Old Pocotaligo. 
My troops arc being moved from the right toward Coos~~whatchie. Should the enemy 
succced in crossing the Combahec we will have but a short line to Midway or Branch­
ville. I go to the ii'ont to-morrow. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 

His Excellency President JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

(Copy to General R. E. Lee.) 

CHARLESTON, January 16, 1865~9 a. m. 
(Received 6 o'clock 17th.) 

I returned this morning from Salkehatchie bridg'e, where I foulld 
l\fcLaws, who fell back Saturday night behind that stream. He could 
not giYe me any very satisfactory iuformation of the enemy. They 
appeared in front of the bridge, but llOt in force. My impression is 
they will pass up the right bc1uk of that stream to Broxton's or Rivers' 
Bridge, wllich by passing they will be in a day's march of the railron,d. 
The enemy came in heavy force from Port l{,oyal Ferry. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- GeneraL 

General S. COOPER. 

CHARLESTON, January 17, 1865. 
(Received 5 o'clock 18th.) 

Enemy seems to be concentrating at Pocotaligo. A force reported 
to be moving up the Coosawhatchie. Nothing frOID General 'Wheeler 
to-day. 

W. J. HARDEE. 
General S. COOPER. 

CHARLESTON, Janua.ry 18,1865. 
(Received 2 o'clock.) 

On the night of the 15th instant one of tIle enemy's monitor>; was 
sunk by the explosion of a torpedo about 1,000 yards from Fort 
Sumter. It is believed that most of the crew perished. Two boats 
are still lashed to the monitor, aud it is supposed that but one boat's 
crew escaped. . 

W. J. HARDEE. 
General S. COOPER. 

http:Janua.ry
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OHARLEs'rON, .Ianuary 22, 1865. 
(Received 11 o'clock 24th.) 

There are' ten monitors inside the bar, au iucrease of four. No 
movements of the enemy on the Salkehatchie. I hear indirectly of the 
arrival of troops at Kingsland, but have received nothing official 011 

the subject. 
W. ,T, HARDEE, 

Lieutenant- General. 
General S. OOOPER,. 

_Adjutant and Inspector General. 

OHARLESTON, Janua-ry 27,1865. 
(Received 7.40 o'clock.) 

A gnn·boatof enemy, in attempting' to pass Battery Point, on the 
Oomba.hee, yesterday, got aground. One of our batt.eries opened upon 
and succeeded in burning her. The crew, except one officer and four 
Illen, who were captured, made their esca.pe. 1\'1 ajor.General Wheeler 
reports a force of enemy Ileal' Springfield, Ga., moving on Augusta 
road, aud Fourteenth Army Oorps, eight mUes south of that place, also 
on Augusta road. 

W. J. HAI{DEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 

General S. OOOPER. 

OHARLESTON, Janua.ry 28,1865. 
(Received 11.30 29th.) 

Enemy crossed at Springfield night of 26th, and moved northward 
in two columns on morning [of] 27th. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lientena.nt· General. 

General S. OOOPER. 

OHARLESTON, Januf1,1'y 2.9, 1865. 
(Received 10 o'clock.) 

Enemy have faBed so far in all attempts to cross the Oomba.bee. Indi­
cations are that the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Oorps, now in Carolina, 
will cross the Savannah and nnite with the column moving toward 
Augusta. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutennnt- General. 

General S. COOPER. 

BRANCHVILLE, February 4, 1865. 
(Received 12 o'c]ock.) 

·Wheeler reports enemy moving up the right bank of the Salke­
hatchie northwardly toward Fiddle Pood. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant· Geneml, 

General S. OOOPER. 

http:Lientena.nt
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CHARLESTON, Febrtta1'y (j, 1865. 
Wheeler telegi'aphs from ---, near Springtown, at 2.15 p. m. 

to·day, that he is skirmishing with enemy on LitUe Sa,lkehatchie. 
Wright, that he is skirmishing- with him at Oombahee. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- Getieml. 

His Excellency JEFFEW50N ])AVI8. 

OHARLES'l'ON, llebruary 6, 1865. 
. (Received 7th.) 

Up to 12 o'clock last night no serious advance upon the South Caro­
lina Railroad between Augusta and Branchville from the Salkehatchie 
River. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutennnt- Genernl. 

General S. COOPER. 

CHARLES'l'ON, February 8, 1865-10p. m. 
(R.eceived 5 p. m. 9th.) 

The enemy appeare(l at railroad bridge near Branchville to-day; also 
at New Bridge, five miles below, and at Binnaker'H and Holman's 
Bridges, above. No serious effort made to cross the Edisto. Enemy 
have driven our forces from railroad bridge over Salkehatcllie and are 
active at Oombahee Ferry. Notlling Ileard from Wheeler to-day. 

W .•J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 

President DAVIS. 

CHARLESTON, S. C., FelJruary 10, 1865. 
(Received 11.20 p. m.) 

The enemy has crossed the South Edisto at Binnaker's Bridge. 
~tevenson has concent.rated his force on ~Ol·th Edisto to oppose Ilim. 
Wheeler telegraphs that General Allen, having informed him that 
enemy is moving on Augusta~ he is going with all his available 
forces to Aiken to meet him. hnemy's gun-boats have left the 'rug-a­
100. Enemy repulsed to-day by General Wright. This morning enellty 
crossed from Dixon hous(' antI Battery Island to James Island, and 
are now in front of our works in some force; Olle monitor in Stono. 
The enemy have kept up constant fire to-day, but on city. 

W. J. HARDEB, 
Lieutenant- Gener·al. 

His Excellency President DAVIS. 

(Same to General Beauregard.) 

CHARLESTON, February 11, 1865-9p. m. 
(Received 1 p. m. 13th.) 

The enemy last evening (lrove in our pickets on James Islall(1. The 
lines have been re-established to-day. The enemy are still in strong­
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force on the island, but the movement is believed to be H. demoustra­
tion. There is an increase to·day of eighteen steamers off the bar. 
A barge attack made to-night upon Battery Simkins was repulsed. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lietttenant· General. 

General S. COOPER. 

CHARLEs'rUN, Febrttar:IJ 12, 1865-10 a·. 1n. 

(Received 12.45 13th.) 
I ha,vejuilt returned from Orangeburg a.nd Branchville. It is believed 

the enemy is in heavy force between the CapleI' * and South Fork of 
Edisto, near Orangeburg and about it. Is not certain whether enemy 
illtend going to Oolumbia or to Charlestou. Enemy not in force near 
Branchville or below. All quiet ou water front this morning. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant· General. 

President DAVIS. 

CHARLES'I'ON, Febntary 12, 186'5. 
(Received .5.20 13th.) 

Wright has been withdrawlI from the Ashepoo across the Edisto, 
and the enemy having crossed the North Edisto Ileal' Orangeburg, 
lVIcLaws is .retiring from Branchville to the line of Four-Hole Swamp. 
Sixteen transports appeared iu BuB's Bay to-day. 

W ..J. HARDBE, 
Lienterwnt- Genera,l. 

General S. COOPER. 

CHARLES1'ON, Febr'ual'Y 15, 1865. 
(Heeeived 16th.) 

Since my dispat,ch of this date General Beauregard bas reiterated 
evacuation of Oharleston. I will accordingly proceed with the move­
ment. 

W .•J. HAltDEE, 
Lietttena,nt- Gerw1·(f,l. 

President DAVIS. 

KINGSTREE, February 1.9, J8(j.5. 
Charleston was successfully evacuated Friday night amI Saturday 

morning. 
W. J. HARDEE, 

Lieutenant- General. 
General S. COOPER. 

HDQRS. DEP1'. OF SOU'l'H CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Cheraw, S. C., February 26, 186'5-2 p. 1n. 

GENERAL: YOUI' dispatches have been received and your instruc­
tions will be carried out as far as practicable. The movements of the 
enemy indicate an intention of going either to Darlingt~)ll, Florence, or 

• Cipher. 
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this place. r think it probable he is making for Florence or Darlington. 
I regret to infvrm yon that I met with gTeat diffieultyand delay in 
crossi·ng the wagon s, artillery, and troops across the Santee. l\'IcLaws' 
eli vision is all here except a origade which was left at Florence, under 
Colonel Ha.rdy, to protect that place until tbe troops, wagons, and 
altillery have passed. I sent instruetions yeRterday to General Talia­
ferro urgently directing him to press forward to tbis place with the 
utmost expedition. I eXJled a portioll of his command to-night, and 
most·, p('rba,ps all of it, may be hOI 'e oefore the eneJlIY shall cut the 
road. ~1uch of OUl· artillery and most of tbe wagons are still ill 
rear. I have directed aU those which may aerive at Florence to-day 
and after to remain at that place until the movements of the enemy are 
developed, and if the commalld should be compelled to fall baek, to 
move with it. Instrnetions lJave been sent to Col. W. M. Hardy, also 
to Genenll Taliaferro, if unahle oy movements of the enemy to joiu me 
here, to fall back toward the Santee, and to rf'joill me by Sumterville and 
Camden. 

I-tespeetfully, your obedient servant, 
w. J. HARDEB, 

Lieutenant- G enera.l. 

p. S.-It is proper r should add that more of my cavalry has come 
up. It was the last to cross, being kept in rear to guard the crossing 
of the Salltef'. Another cause of delay and emoarrassment arises from 
a beavy rise in the Great Pedee and its tribn taries, which has carrie(l 
away some important bridges on the route, thus eausmg the wagons 
and artillery to go much out of tIJe way to reach this place. The lack 
of cavalry is mueh felt, as I am LluabJe to learn the 1II0vements of the 
enemy. 

w. J. HARDEE. 
General G. '1'. BEAUREGAIW, 

Commanding Military D'irision of the West. 

[Indorsomcnlo] 

FEDRUARY 27,1865. 
Respectfully fllrni~hed Lieutemtnt-General Hampton. 
Nothing has ye t been received from General Cheatham since he was 

ueard of between Newberry au(l -;9" nionville. 
Hespectflllly, 

JNO. M. 01'EY, 
Assistant AcUttinnt-Gcncral. 

OHERAW, Febrllary 28,1865-12 m. 
GENERAL: Since my dispatch to you ye!.;terday I learn from Major· 

General Bntler that the Se,-ellteeilth Army Corps crossed yesterday 
at Young's Bridge, on Lynch's Creek, and that the Fifteenth and Sev­
enteenth Army Corps are marching on tlJis place. Hi,'! dispatch was 
dated at 6 p. tn. yesterday at Kellytowu. General Butler stated his 
intention of moving last night, so as to get between Cheraw and tbe 
enemy. I regret to state that the troops I mentioned as being in rear, 
and which I expected here last night with t.he artiJIery, have not 
arrived. There has been no arrival of trains since yesterday after­
noon. I have sent dowlI an engine to leal'll the cause. I do not a.ppre­
hend that the road is en t, ont tha t there has been some col lision I have 
no doubt. This road, like aU others ill the Confederacy, is wretchedly 
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managed. Wit11 proper management 1 ought to have had evcryt11ing 
here by this time. I have ~crious apprehel)sions that t11e ,troops ill 
rear will not reac1! here uefore I am compelled to evacuate the place. 
This matter gives me serious concern, but I bave the satisfaction of 
1eeling tbat I have used every exertion and taken cvery precaution to 
insure the!r safety. A rapid march of t11e enemy will bring him here 
to· morrow. If he takes the direct road to this place I shall oppose 
him at Tholllpson's Oreek. 

,\lith high respect, your obedient sCl'vant, 
W .•J. HAI::'DBE, 

.Diel~tena·nt· Genera,l. 
General J. E. JOHi'iSTON. 

Since writing a train with troops bas Hrrived and I have reasou to 
110pe that those behilld, the track being now open, will soon be 11ere. 

W. J. H. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
rMareh] 3,186'5. (Via Fayetteville 4th.) 

GENERAL: The eLlemy ehanged position yesterday. Advanced on 
Ohesterfield COUl't·House and crossed ThompfiOn's Creek above that 
point late in the afteruoon. I am evacuating Cheraw and shall move 
to Hockingham, where 1 hope to receive your instructions. General 
Butler thiuks army of Sherman is moving ou tbis place or on Rock· 
ingham. 

Hcspectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. J. HARDEE, 

Lieutenant· GeneraL 
General.JoHNSTON. 

HDQI~S. DIW'l'. OF S. OA.lWLlNA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
N ea?' ~il'IeKinnon's, l'h-irtyj'our ]file:; from Fa,yetteville, 

jl[a,rch 7, 18(j5-9 p. 'In. 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of this date received. I had already 
informed you, ill repeated dispatches, of Illy change of route toward 
Fayetteville and the progress of my march. My supply train and 
reserve artillery moved by Oarthage road and reached Carthage 
to·night. 1 have ordered M a.ior·General Butler to ascertain the posi· 
tion and movements of the enemy's coluDll1s, and to keep directly in 
front of their line of march. I have heard nothing from General Butler 
to·day. He should 1.>e on the Graham's Bridge road. 

Respectfully, your obedieut servant, 
W. J. HARDEE, 

Major· General. 
General J. Eo JOHNSTON. 

NEAR S)II'l'H'S FERRY, llfareh 15 [161, 1865-3.30 p. 111. 

The enemy are passiug' me so closely that I cannot withdraw until 
night. It woulcl be well for yon to send a force to Elevation. It would 
insure my forming a junction with you. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant· Genera l. 

General J. E. JOHNSTON, 
Smithfield. 

(i8 l~ l{- VOL XLVlI, P'l' I 
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MAIWH 16, 1865-4.30 p. ill. 
The enemy have made repeated attempts to carry my lines and turn 

my ft.anks, but llave been repulsed in every attempt. I shall retire 
toward Smithfield to-night. General Hampton says tht) euelllY have 
crossed mack I{iver at several places, and urges me to move !'apidly 
to prevent being int,ercepted. Have you allY force you could move 
from Smithfield to Elevation' 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Genera] JOHNSTON, Smithfield. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Five JIiles from Averasborough, on Averasbor01tgh 

and Smithfidd Road, Ma,Tch 17, 18(j5-1 a. 111. 

GENERAL: 'l'here was little important fighting after my dispat{lh to 
you of 4-.30 p. !II. 16th instant. My loss is between 400 and 500. 
Among the missing is Colonel Rhett, commauding brigade, alHI among 
the killed Lieut. Col. Robert De Treville. Enemy's ]0:';1'\ not knowu, 
but believed to be heavy. Two pieces of artil1ery were abandoned, the 
limber of one being blown ofl' aud the llOrses of botl1 killed. Your dis­
Imtch of 4- p. m., conntennanding the movement to Smitblield upon 
certa,in conditions, was received at 11 p. m., too late to arrest the 
movement.. My trains had gone on to E]evat.ion. I can, 11Owever, if 
you think it best, move from that point to Raleigh. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. W .•J. HAHDEE, 

Lieutenant- GenercLl. 
General JOHNSTON. 

NEAR BLAUK RIVER, il1'arch 17, 1865-4.30 a. m. 
GENERAL: Your dispatch of 10 p. m. just received. The enemy has 

crossed Black River just above Mingo Creek, and at all, or nearly all, 
the crossings below. General Hampton says all the army has crossed 
ex(\ept the Fourteenth Oorps and one division of the 'rwentieth Corps, 
which were on the plank road, and which we fought yestBrday. Gen­
eral Hampton promised to send you direct all the information of the 
enemy, else I would have been more particular. General 'Wheeler 
came to illy assistallce late yesterday afternoon and relldel'ed valuable 
service. He is 1I0W in my rear with 500 or UOO men, and will ascertain 
whether the force on the plank road goes to Raleig'h or crosses Black 
HiveI'. I hope to g'et my cOlllllland to Elevatioll by 12 o'clock. The 
roads are almost impassable. At 1 o'clock Wheeler writes: "The 
enemy had not discovered my movement, but were busily engaged for­
tifying'," 

J{cspectfully, 
W .•T. HARDEE, 

Lieutenant- General. 
General JOHNSTON. 

l.~EAR BLAU1{ R.IVER, March 17, 136,5-7 a. 111. 

GENERAL: I dispatched you this morning at 4.30 o'clock, giving you 
the information you desire respecting the movements of the enemy, 
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particularly the points at which they crossed Black Hiver. The high· 
cst, point at which they crossed was at Smith's l\<[ill, half a mile above 
:Mingo Creek. The other crossings were below. General Hampton 
reports an Sherman's army across Black River except the Fourteenth 
Corps and one division of the Twentieth Corps, which he stated was 011 
the plank road. You inquire about the location of Elevation. l\fy map 
places it midway between' Averasborough and Smithfield, and at the 
intersection ot' the road running- betweeu these two places with the 
road ruuning- from Smith's Ferry to Raleigh. I have not heard from 
'Wheeler since 1 a. m. 

Very respectfully, 
W. J. HARDEE, 

Lieutena:nt- (Janet·al. 
General JOHNSTON. 

P. S.-Hampton believes the enemy moviug on Goldsborough. 
W. J. HARDEE. 

HEADQUAR'l.'ERS, 
lIIarch 17 r18?], 1865-&,:30 a. m. 

COLONEL: Your order direeting me to put my command in motion 
immediately for Beutonville hal:; just been received. Itwill be promptly 
obeyed, but I am ignorant of the road you designate, and that DluSt 
first be found. I have instructed Wheeler to report the movements of 
the enemy, both to you and to me. Inform me whenever General John· 
ston changes his headquarters. 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- Gencrnl. 

Colonel ANDERSON, 
. Assilltant A(ijutant-General. 

ELEVATION, jllareh 17,1865-1 p. ?n. 

GENERAL: I did not design movillg beyond this point, but I find the 
map is incorrect and that the intersection of the roads is not at this 
point, but two miles nearer Smithfield, to whieh place I am moving. I 
do not believe the enemy is movillg ou Haleigh; if so, the force which 
has crossed Black River must come to this interseetion, as there is no 
other road east of Black River on which he can move. I will endeavor 
to obtain all the information I can in reference to bridges, &c., on the 
road to Ra,leigh, and if the enemy should move there will keep in front 
of him. I send you a dispatch from Wheeler. To-day will develop the 
purposes of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, 
W. J. HARDEE, 

Lieutenant· General. 
General JOHNS'l.'ON. 

P. S.-Your order relative to McLaws has been received. I instructed 
General Hampton to send General McLaws to me; he has lIOt come. 
I have thought it best not to mention the order to anyone till McLaws 
arrives. 

W. J. H. 
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SNEED':; HOUSE, March 18, 1865-9.:'50 p. 111. 

GENERAL: This house is five miles from Bentollville. :My command 
is about a mile ill rear. I shall start at 4 O'clock, HO as to reach Ben­
tonville at an early hour in thc morning. I did not reach camp till 
after dark, but if it be necessary I can st,art Illy command at an earlier 
hour. :Major Poole, who will deliver this dispatch, will give you all the 
news respect.ing the enemy. 

Respectfully, 
W. J. HARDEE, 

Lieutenant- Gelterttl. 
General JOHNSTON. 

EN ROUTE, Ma,rch 22,1865-8 p. m. 
GENERAL: I have McLaws on the road, whieh I learn from Captain 

FeiJden, you intended the troops to take. Taliaferro on this wretched 
road, which I have beep working 011 and pulling wagons through all 
the 1lI0rnillg. If you have no objeetiollH I will continue with the wag­
OilS on this road and take Taliaferro's division with me. If you approve, 
please order McLaws forward from his preHent position at such time ~lS 
you may judge fit. The road I am on is the road you tnweled from 
Smithfield to Bentonville. 

Very respectfully, 
W. J. IIARDEE, 

Lieutena,nt- General. 
General JOHNSTON. 

The wagons Oil this road must go forward, as they ean't be 'turned 
back. 

W. J. ll. 

ADDENDA. 

HEADQUARTERS HARRISON'S BRIGADE, 
February 3, 1865. 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the number of casualties in the 
detachmeut from my brigade under command of Lieutenant-Uolonel 
Bacon, Thirty-second Georgia Infantry, in the engagement of the 3d 
instant at Rivers' Bridge: 

______c_o_m_m_U_lld_.____ ____1_Ki_·.... r w ••• ,"'. ,"~m, Total. 
32d Georgia Infantry ....._.__ .. ....... .... __ ........_.. _ 5 ZT 10 42 

47th Gcor{;ia Infant.ry......... ....................... ... 
 1 8 3,1 43 

~~r~~.ob1.:t~~;8.~1~~~~::::: : :::::::: : :::::::::: : :::::::::: tI ~ ..........~ . 19 

Totsl ......._......... ..... ___ ...... _. __ ... __ .. __ .. 1-----+1---"-1----,-5.1---97
8 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. P. HARRISON, JR. 

Oolonel, Oommanding. 
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Hepori; of prisoners enptllred at Bentonville, N. C., Oil March 19,20, 
and ~l, lSfi;j, by Hanlce's (\orps, given in obedience to circnlar from 
army headquarters tlate(l March 26, lSGt>. 

Prisoll er s CI!}Jtl/1·ed. 

________c om _ _ _ _ _ 1 Mar. HI. .Mar. 21._ _ msnd . ____ _ )hlr 20 . Total. 

Hoke's dh' i.ion. . .... .. ......... . . ...... .... .. . . ..... .. .. ... .. 9 12 . ... ...... 21 

McLa\\'s ' di"ision .... ... .. ..• ...... . . .. .. ____ . . .. . ......... . ..... ..... ......... . . . . . .. .. . . 87 

Taliaferro's divi.ioll . . .. . ..... .. ............. .. ... .. . . . .. .... 1 6 .... ..... . . ....... .. 6 


Total ....... .. .... .... . ... ................. . ........ . 1 . .... .. .. .... ...... . '~--ill 


Respectfully submitted. 
T. B. ROY, 

Assi,~tant Adjtttant-Ge-neral.
• 

No. 288. 

Report.~ of General Bra{cton Bra,gg, C. S. A 1-my, of oper(ttiolls February 
21-1Harch 15. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Rockfish (}reeJc~ Duplin Cmtnty, li'ebru,(try 25, 1865. 

COLONEL: On my arrival at Wilmington OIl the 21st from H.ichmond, 
having delayed a few hours at Raleigh amI Goldsborougb on important 
olficial business, I found the enemy had driven our forces ii'om the west 
bank of the Cape Fear, and were in full possession opposite the town. 

The corps under Ma:ior·General Terry, engaged in the capture of 
Fort Fisher, had been re·enforced by l\lajor·General Schofield's corps 
from 'l'ennessee, making a total of nearly 20,000. Our own force, of all 
arms, did not exceed 6,500 e/l'ectives, including' reserves and cavalry. 
Holding his intreJlChed po~ition in front of Hoke, on the east of the 
river, General Schofield moved with a corps to Smitbville, a.nd then by 
a land march west of Orton Pond, turned our position at Fort Ander· 
son, compelling Brigadier·General Hagood, with his garrison of 2,000, ' 
to abandon the work or be cut oft· and forced to surrender. He fought 
his way to Wilmington snccessfully, losing about 350 of his command. 
'1'his rendered our continued occupation of the town very hazardous 
to the whole command, at the same time that we were very much 
embarrassed to save 0111' stores on account of the large number of tIle 
enelllY's prisoners forwa,rded for delivery, the Federal commander hav· 
ing refused to receive them. By the active and efficient operation of 
the Weldon and Wilmington Railroad, ,'ce succeeded in getting oft· all 
the prisoners able to ·travel and all important stores. Some naval 
stores and a small lot of cotton and tobacco were destroyed by fire. 
'These could have been saved but for tbe occupation of the trains in 
earrying prisoners. No doubt some of the articles mentioned were 
Recreted in small quantities in Jlrivate houses, hut the amount was 
inconsiderable. 

Before daylight on tire 22d I withdrew the troops successfully to the 
north side of the Northeast HiveI'. '1'he pursuit of the enemy was feeble, 
owing, no doubt, to his occupation at the time, as we sinee learn, in 
throwing a corps by way of ~Iasonborouglt Sound to gain our rear, and 
thus cut off our only route of retreat. 



1078 OPERATIONS IN N. C., S. C., S. GA., AND E. FLA. [CHAP. LIX. 

Our main force is now located here, with the cavalry in advance at 
Northea~t ]{iver, where the enelllY has finally , wider General Grant's 
orders, eOllseJlted to receive the prisolJers. Instructions have been given 
to bring them forward as rapidly as posbible. .A detachment has been 
sent over to oustruct the navigation of the Cape Fear a.'1 far as practi. 
cable, ltlJ(l jf possible prevent troops from ascending by steamers. The 
river is in fine navigable ordel'~ however, and T fear we cannot long save 
the arsenal, the enemy having quite a number of light·draug-ht boats 
above the obstructiollf'. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully. your obedient servant, 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 

Generttl. 
I..ieut. Col. ,Yo IT. TAYL,)R, 

Assista,ut AdJnta,nt-General, Hdqrs. Army oj Northern Va. 

P. S.-At the time General Schofield reached Fort Fisher, Brigadier­
General Meagher, with one brigade, certainly, and probably two, 
reached Beaufort and proceeded immediately to New Berne. 

B.B. 

GOLDSBOROUGH, ]{a,rch 6,1865-/3 p. m. 
The enemy's advance was this morning nine miles from KiJlston. 

They arc in heavy force and moving in confideJlce. A few hours woul<1 
suffice to unite the forces at Smithfield with mine and iJlsul'e a victory. 

BRAX'fON BRAGG, 
Genera,l. 


General .J. B. JOHNSTON, Fayetteville. 


., 
GOLDSBOROUGH, March 7,1865-11 (I. ?n. 

General Hoke, at Kinston, thinks Schofield in his front. .A deserter 
from the enemy yesterday also makes this report. I go down immedi· 
ately, having arranged to bring on troops rapidly. No delay will 
occur in makiJlg an is~ue. 

BRAXTON BRAGG. 
General J. E. JOHNSTON, Fayette1!ille. 

NEAR KINSTON, jllarch 8,1865-7 p. 111-. 

We attacked the enemy to-day about fOl1r miles in front of Kinston, 
and drove him from his position. He disputed the ground obstinately, 
and now confrouts us about three miles from his original line. Vile 
captured three pieces of artillery and several hundred prisoners. The 
lIumber of his dead and wounded left on the field is large. Our owuloss, 
uuder Providellce, is comparatively small. Major-Generals Hill and 
Hoke Lave exhibited their usual zeal, energy, nnd gallantry in achiev­
ing tbis result. Our troops behaved mORt handsomely. 

(The above portion of this dispatch sent to Geneml Lee, Petersburg, 
Va., alld Colonel Sale, assistant adjutallt-gelleral, Department of North 
Carolina., Goldsborough. The whole seut to General J. E. Johnston.) 

Schofield is not in our' front. Major-General Cox, from V{estern Vir­
ginia, is reported by prisoners to be in command, with three divisions. 

BR,AXTON BRAGG. 
General .T. E. JOHNSTON, Fayetteville, N. O. 
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NEAR KINSTON, Af(u'ch 10, 18(,5- 3.1:) p. m. 
The enemy is strongly intrenched in the position to whicll we drove 

him. Yesterday and t.o-day we have ulOvcd on his flanks, but without 
gaining any decided advalltage. His line is extensi\'e, and prisoners 
report large re-enforcements. Under these conditions I deem it best, 
with the information yon give, to join yon, which I shall proceed to do, 
unless otherwise directed. 

]31~AXTON BHAGG. 
General J. E. JOHNSTON, 

Raleigh. 

NEAR KINSTON, March 10,1865-5 p. m. 
~Iy cavalry is retreating before a heavy colnmn of the enemy now 

in Ollslow County, moving from "Wilmington on Illy right and rear. 
Deserters fwm Wilmingtoll confirm this report. 

.. - BRAXTON BRAGG. 
Genera,l J. E ..JoHNSTON, 

Raleigh. 

NEAR KINSTON, Jlf.(wch 10, 18(,:;-6 p. ?n. 

'fhere is no doubt about tIle movement of a heavy COIUI1111 from Wil­
mington in this directioll. Will you have any means of dela.ying Sher­
man so as to enable me to save supplies, or must tile junction be imme­
diate? 

BHAXTON BRAGG. 
General J. E. JOHNSTON, 

Raleigh. 

GOLDSBOROUGH, March 13, 1865-10.30 a. m,. 
Your dispatch received. My troops are all here and ready, except 

rear gnard at Kinston. 'fhe ellemy had not appeared tllere last nigllt. 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 

General J. R. .10HNSTON, 
Ra,leigh. 

NEAR Sl\UTHFIELD, Ma,rch 14, 1865-2.15 p. m. 
I encamp at Smithfield to-night. Tennessee troops are all up. My 

own will be up to-morrow. The enemy llad not advanced on Kinston 
last night. 

BRAXTON BRAGG. 
General .T. E. JOHNSTON, 

R(tleigh. 

S)1I'l'HFIELD, jlfareh 15, 1865-8.30 a. m. 
Enemy reported last night as having crossed at Kinston in small 

force. Your dispatch received placing me in cOlllmand here. 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 

General. 
General J. E. JOHNS'l'ON, 

Ra.leigh. 
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ADDBNDA. 


Return (\f casualtic., 'i-n Hoke'8 dil!i8ion , Depa,,·/'ntellt of Nortlt Carolina, Marelt 19-22, 

1865. 

Cornmanl). 

lfarch 19: 
Clingman's brigade ........ o •••• 0_ ••••••••• • ••• • • 

~r~~~~~:~~J~~:·~:::::::::: : : :'::::::::::::::::: 
Nethercutt'. brignde . . ........... ... .. ....... . .. 
Starr's artillery .... ............... . .. ... ........ . 

Total .. . .. ..... ........... . .. ................. . 

]l'Iarch 20: 

](Jll~d. WOlllldecl. I 1-t{i~aing. Agh'Tegate. 

- -­---­----1-­ - -

3~ I 
3 
1 

18 1 20 
16:: 18 2U 
127 139 27() 

;i I.........~~ . ~i 
.-----­_._---------­

45 J70 178 09.1 

1 
1 
8 ........ .. .. 

~R 
;, 
1 

14 

2 
2 
R 

41 
r; 
1~~t~/>:· •• ··· ····'I:----'----(--.-­

44 16 6:!Total....... .. .... ........................ . . ... 21 
Jllarch 21: = = = = ,= === :1===== = = 

~~i~(ri}~jfff::::: ~ ~::~ ;~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ;~ :~ ::~ ~ :::~ 
Nothercut,t'. brigad" ..... . . .. . ... ............ . . . 

2 16 ... ......... 1$ 
7 1:1 2 21 
I 17 . ...... . .... 18 
2 7 I:! 
2 5 ~ 

Totnl .. ....... ...... ...... ..... ....... ....... .. 78 

Total ... .. ......... . J I 
= === ==',==== = = 

Grand totAl. .................... . ........ . ... .. 62 475 202 7:19 

Respectfully snbmitted. 

BH,A.XTON BHAGG, 


General, Commanding. 
HDQRS. DEPA.RTMEN'f OF :NOR'I'H CAROLINA., 


Nr1m' Sm'itlijield, Jlinrch 23, 186:). 


No. 289. 

Iti.nemry of Maj. Gen. Renjamin P. Cheatham's C01']JS/' 

Friday, Jaml(l,r.1l 27.-Took the cars for 'Meridian, reaching that 
place early 011 the morlling of the 28th. 

Saturday, Janua,ry 28.-Took cars for Demopolis; ran off' the track 
whell we had gOllc about fourteen miles and rema.ined on the side of 
the road the rest of the day and that night. 

Su,nrlay, .Janua,ry 2.9.-Started again and reached Demopolis late in 
the afternoon. Here we took the train for Selma, but. when within 
fourteen miles of that place and about 11 o'clock at night, OUI' ellgiue 
ran oft' the track and we did not get away until the lIight of 

lIfonda.y, ,January 3D.-Made Selma; and on the following moruing, 
Tuesday, ,January 31, we transferred our bag-gage and horses to the 
packet tiouthern R.epublic, whicb started for Montgomery that night. 

* From jOlll'Dajj,ept by Maj. Henry Hanlpton, acting n~Bista.ut adjutant-general. 
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Wedncsda,y, Februa.ry 1.-B.eacbed Mont!rome)'y about 2 p. m., where 
we remained until tbe morning of Friday, February 3, whell we took 
the ears for ColumbUfi, reaching that place before night.. 

Batm'day, February 4.-0ur baggage and IlOrses were sellt on and 
the geneml and most of tbe stail' laid over a day, wbich was passed 
most agreeably with Mrs. W. 

8unda./}, Febru(t1·y 5.-Left Columbns at daylight and arrived at 
:Macon abont 4.:~0 p. m. 

Jlfonda.y, February 6.-Left Macon at 8 a. m. and arrived at Midway 
about 2 p. m., and all hour later moved ill wagons and on horseback to 
Milledgeville, one mile and a half distant, where we stayed all night. 

Tuesday, Febr1ta.ry 7.-Left MiUedg'evilIe in a storm of min alld 
rode horseback twenty-five miles, bivouacking near Colonel Lane's, two 
miles from Sparta. 

Wednesday, February B.-Started again at sunrise and completed the 
balance of the break 011 the Macon and Milledgeville Railroad, some 
twelve miles, reaching Mayfie)(j Station at 12 m., and leaving t,here 011 

the train at 4 p. m., we reached Camak Stat.ion, on the Georgia rail­
road,jnst after night. 

Thursday, .J!'ebruary .9.-T3.killg the first train which came along, 
about 10 a. m., we arrived at Augusta about [) p. m. Stayell near the 
depot all night, and on the morning of 

Frida.y, Febnwry 10.-We moved across the river into South Caro­
lina, l1laking our quarters at the "Tidow Mayer's, onc mile from the 
bridge. 

Batm'day, ]?ebnU/:l'Y 11.-"Vas spent by the general and most of the 
staff' present in examining' the country about Bath Mills and vicinity. 

Bunday, llebruary 12.-The enemy llear Aiken, seventeen miles from 
Augusta. Wheeler figbting them. , Jlfonday, lJ'ebj·jU/.j·Y lS.-The tnemy reported retreating, or, rather, 
falling back, from Aiken, and orders hom Henera.) Beauregard for 
(Jeneral O[lleat.ham] to move with his eorps to Columbia, S. C., at ollce. 

Tuesday, l!'ebruary 1:i.-Stationary, but preparing to move. 
-Wednesda.y, Feb'ruary l:;.-Left our Iluartel's at Mrs. Mayer's this 

rooming and marched twenty miles, stopping at BanskeWs Mills, 
twenty-one miles from Augusta. 

.'l'lntj·sday, F ebrua.ry 16'.-Left our quarters at Ballskettls Mills and 
marcbed to Mr. Norris', twenty miles. 

Friday, Febnwj'y 17.-Started fi'om Norris' about sunrise. I,earning 
that the enemy had gotten between us and Oolumbia on the road we 
were traveling, it became lle(~eSRary to make a considerable detour to 
the left and malw for McNary's FelTY, on the Salnda, which point 
the head of the column reached about 3 p. HI. As there was but one 
raft at this ferry, Smith's division, with the artillery, erossed here, and 
]~ate's division went to Holly's Ferry, three mili~s below. By 2.30 
a. m. the next day everytbillg was across. Our quarters for the nigbt 
at Mrs. 'Wise's, three-quarters of a mile t.his side. 

Batuj·da.y, Febj'uary 18.-111 motion again by sunrise, reaching Frog 
Vwel Station, on the Greenville railroad, a distance of seven miles, by 
1 p. m.; the troops camped two miles beyond, alld our quarters for the 
night at ---. (-lllite It lot of commissary stores were fonnd here, 
which were issued and shipped off. The enemy being between ns and 
Columbia, General Beauregard directs that we cross the Broad River 
at a. point above Newberry. 

http:Februa.ry
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Sunllay, F eliruary 19.-Leaving Frog Level about 8 a. 111.: we 
marched to Newberry Court·House, eight miles distant, reaching it at 
11. Here we also found a quantity of stores, which were shipped off up 
the road. 

Monda,y, Febnl((.1'Y 20.-Still at Newberry, but orders issued to move 
to-morrow, General Beauregard directing n. concentration at Charlotte, 
N. C., if not at some point farther south. Quarters at Mr. Fair'R. 

l '1wsday, February 21.-Started at daylight and marched twellty-one 
miJes to the Ennoree River. Received 'lispatch from General Bleaure­
g'ard J that evening to the effect that that route was not practicable, 
and to cross Broad River and cut across Sherman's tra.ck, behind him, 
for Wilmington, N. C. 

Wednesday, Pebruary 2,:?-Marched back again to Newberry and 
quartered at Mr. Fair's. 

Thursday, February 23.-Troops took cars at Newberry and came to 
Pomaria, seventeen miles below; portion of staff came horseback. 
Break on railroad and General C[heatham] uot able to get down nntil 
the morning of Friday, February 24, which day and the following, 
being Saturday, February 25, we remained stationary. 

Snnclay, FebruG1'y 26'.-Left Pomaria and traveled. ten miles over 
roads mnde exceedingly bad uy two days' hard rains. OUt' quarters 
that night at Mr. Ca.ldwell's. 

J1Jonday, Peb1'1tary 27.-Left Ca.ldwell's thiR mornillg and marched to 
OdIe'S Church, seventeen miles. Quarters at Mr. Watson's. Generals 
Lowrey ami Loring joined us to-day with the troops they bronght from 
the rear. 

T'u.es(lay, February 28, and "Wednesday, "1I1areh 1.-At Mrs. ·Watson's. 
No boats at the ferry, and had to builtl some. 

Thlll'.~aay,jl1arch2.-Crossed the Ennoree at Jones' Ferry and marched 
nearly to Unionville. Our quarters at Mrs. Young's, four miles from 
Unionville. 

F1'ida:y, Jlfa1'ch 3.-Moved through Unionville and marched to Skeift's 
Ferry, on Broad River. Our quarters at Colonel GiRt'S. 

Sa,t1trday, Jlfa,rck i.-Spent a,t Colonel Gist's. Genp.ral Stewart's 
corps not yet crossed. Our infantry all over by night. 

Sunday, Jlfarck 5.-Crossed ourselves after everything was over and 
marched to within three miles and a half of Chester Court-House. 
QU!lrters at Mrs. Hardin'S. 

Mond((y, lJ!farch 6.-Moved into Chester this morniug !lud made our 
quarters at Colonel 13rown's. From this time WI the following Satur­
day time passed-I scareely know how; I took no note of it. '" '" '" 
It beeame necessary to follow on after the troops, all of whict had 
taken the ca.rs at this point en route for Smithfield, where we will 
proua.bly concentrate Olu' strength, and on the afternoon of Saturday­

111a:rch 11.-We left Chester and reached Cha.rlotte, N. C., forty-five 
miles, that night about 11 o'clock. Here we remained until the morn ­
ing of Sunday, March 12, when we got up flteam and made Salisbury, 
forty-five miles dista.nt, by 4.30 p. m. Here we unloaded and, as a day 
or two will probauly elapse before we can get oil', to()k quarters at 
Major Smith'R !lnd Mr. Murphy's, where remained Ilntil Sunday, March 
19, when we again took tIle cars. Our detention at Salisbury was 
occasioned by a difference in the gauge of the railroad tracks, which 
necessitated a change of cars, and a scarcity of ro1ling-stock. 

Monday, ,Marek 20.-Heached SmithfieIrI Depot this afternoon about 5 
o'clock, nnloadp,d our trail!. !lnd bivouacked on the side of the railroad. 
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Tuesday, ]Jlarch 21.-l1eft the station this morning for thc army, which 

we reached about 2 p. m., and found it skirmishing shal'ply with the 
enemy. Just after we reaclJed General Johnston's quarters the Sev­
enteenth Army Oorps endeavored to get in on our left, but were hand­
somely driven from the field by our cavalry and infantry. 

'Wednesday, March ,,?2.-This lIlornillg the army feU back a short dis­
tance, just this side of :Mill Ureek, allfl formed line again. The enemy 
followed to t.he bridge, which they succeeded in capturing, Imt came 
no farther. vVe remained in this position until the afternoon, when 
the entire army withdrew and moved across the Neuse, not far from 
Smithfield. 

Thm'sday, JlIarch 23.-Statiollary; some of the army moving ill the 
direction of Raleigh. Sherman, after his failure, is supposed to have 
gone off toward Goldsborough. 

Priday, March 24.-Moved this morning from our hivouac through 
Smithfield and about four miles north of Smithfield Station, Oil the Hali­
fax road. _ 

April. t.-Doctor Bowers left us. 

April 4.-Captain Clark returned. 

Saturday, April 8, a.nd Su.nday, AP1'il 9.-Employed in consolidating 


regiments, companies, &c. 
Jllonday, Ap1·il10.-Left bivoua~ ahoht 1 p. m., hut did 1l0t get fairly 

on the road until (j p. In., waiting on General Stewart's command. 
Marched till about 10 o'clock at night and made six miles OIl the Louis­
burg road. 

Tuesda.y, April 11.-Moved at daylight and marched with our corps 
eighteen miles, to within three miles of Raleigh. 

Wed.nesda.y, AP1'il 1.2.-Moved through l{aleigh about 9 a. m., and 
marched sOllie nine miles beyond; our quarters In the woods, near rail­
road. 

ThtlTSday, Ap·ril13.-Marched on the Chapel Hill road, through that 
place, two miles beyond; quarters again in the woods. 

Fr'iday, AprU 14.-Moved at daylight and marched on the Greens­
borough road Some fourteen or fifteen miles; quarters at Mrs. Crony'R, 
near Haw l{iver. 

Saturda.y, April 15.-Moved an hour before day, crossed the Haw and 
the Alamance lUvers; lllakillg a march of fifteen miles. 

S1lnda.y, April1G.-Moved again early and marched some twelve 
miles on the New Salem road. 

llIonday, Ap1·il17.-0rdered to remain where we are until further 
orders. As the enemy are all around us, both above, below, and behind, 
the inevitable inference is that the army is to be surrendered. The 
army remained ill a state of Ruspense and uncertainty until Wednes­
day, April 19, when it was known that peace had been agreed upon 
between the North and Sout11, or rather, that terms of a peace llltd 
been agreed upon between Generals Sherman and Johnston and sent 
to their respective Governments for ratification. 

Sunday, ApTil2S.-Moved camp nine miles in the direetion of Greens­
borough. 

Jlfond.a.y, April 21.-Sherman notifies Johnston that President Andy 
.Tohnson refuses to ratify the proposition submitted to him; wont 
treat with us as a power, and thnt the truce will expire on the 26th 
iustallt at 11 a. m., when hostilities will again be resumed. Ordered 
to hold ourselves prepared to move promptly at that hour. 
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lYcdnClICZ(f,y, Apriz2r].-Moved at 11 o'eloek Oll the Center and Thomas· 
ville roacl alld marebeul about ten miles, to within about four miles of 
the railroad, and directly on t.he Salem and Fayetteville plank road, 
the longest in the United States, being 120 miles long. 

Thursday, April 27.-Stationa,ry. In the afternoon it waR officially 
announced that an agreement had been entered on between Generals 
Srherman1and Jrollllston1that this army should sign an obligation not 
to bear arms against the United States until released from it~ and tlmt 
the troops should be marched to their respective States and there dis­
banded. . 

No. 290. 

Rep01·t of Bri,q. Gen. William, R. T(f,li(~ferro, O. 8. Army, of opCl'ation8 
Jl1arch 1.'5-16. 

HEADQUARTERS TALIAFERRO'S DIVISION, 
In Oamp nea1' Smitl~ficld, -L-Y. C., April, 4, 1865. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to make a report of the operations of 
this divh;ion on the 15th and Hitll ultimo, near Averasborough, N. C.: 

On the morning of the 15th one of my brigades (Rhett's) encamped 
near Smith's house, at the intersection of the Fayetteville and Raleigh 
road wi th the road leading to Smith's house and on to Smith's Ferry 
across the Cape Fear River, and Elliott's brigade half a mile higher Illl 
a,t another cross-road leading to the same ferry. On the previous even­
ing the enemy, who had advauced as far as Silver Run, were reported 
hy the cavalry to have retired a distallce of four miles below tllat point, 
and the troops had received orders from the lieutenant-general C0111­
manding to rest on that day (the 1501). About 8 o'elock I was informed 
by Lieutenant-General Hampton that the infantry of the enemy were 
pressing our cavalry back, when I seleeted a position for Rhett's brio 
gade near Smith's house in rear of an open field on the right of the road 
and with the woods on the left, concealing our dispositions, along which 
I erected such hasty breast-works as our IneallS permitt~d. 1 advanced 
a line of skirmishers a few hundred yards ill front of this line and 
ordered up some field pieces to support the lines. My object in this 
was only to check the enemy until our trains should be beyond the 
reach of danger, when I designed to retire Rhett's upon Elliott's bl'i­
gade, or to take such other positiollS as should be directed by the lieu­
tenant-general commanding. 'fhe lieutenant-general commanding, as 
soon as he was notified of the advance of the enemy, rode to my front 
and ordered my picket-line still farther advanced. This was done, 
when they struck the enemy some half n, mile in front of our position. 
The cavalry having retired to the right and left, I threw a few shells 
into the woods in front of our skirmishers; but except a slight demon­
stration along the skirmish line, nothing of consequence occurred dur­
ing the rest of the day. 

I regret to say that Colonel Rhett, First South Carolina Artillery, 
commanding this brigade, rode forward in advance of the skirmish line, 
and mistaking a party of the enemy's cavalry for our own, was made 
prisoner. 

I was directed by the lieutenant-general commanding that in the 
event the enemy moved forward in the morning I should hold the posi­
tion occupied with Rbet,t's brigade, now commanded by Colonel Butler, 
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Fin;t South Carolina Infantry, until it was no longer tenable, then fall 
back upon the position occupied by E11iott's brigade, which had becn 
brought forward and occnpied au intrenched line behind a narrow 
swamp some 200 yards in rear of the frout lino, which second line was to 
be held by my division as long as practicable, when I was to fall back 
upon an extended line bcing prepared some 000 yards to the rear, and 
ill part occupied by GenerallVIcLaws' division. 

At 7 a. Ill. Oil the 16th the enemy advanced in considerable force, 
and the cavalry llickets, which bad been re·established, retired. He 
Sooll appearell ill our frout and advanced to the attadc Onr skirmish 
line, uuder the command of Captain Huguenin, First South Carolina 
Infantry, received their adva,nce very handsomely and only fell back 
when forced by gTeatly snperior numbers. On the right of the line and 
well advanced to the front the bouses at Smith's place were occupied 
by two companies of the Firs~ South Carolina Artillery. The enemy 
establislied a battery ou a rising' ground beyond the swamps ill our front 
to their left of the main road {tud shelled our lines with great determina· 
tion and vig(\r. They made several attacks with their infantry upon 

.J. onr lines, chiefly upon the left, ill all of which tliey were repulsed . 
About 11 o'cloek they severely pressed our left and threatened to turn it. 
At the sa,me time they massed and extended to our right, :tinaIly lap· 
ping a.nd turning it, wllell from the impossibility of extending our line, 
alrea,dy de.ployed to its fuIlest extent, tlie brigade was withdrawn to 
the second line, occnpied by Elliott's brigade. The' figh till g was heavy 
during the entire morning. :Vfen and officers displayed signal gal­
lantry. 

Onr loss on tliis line was considerable, illcludillg some of our best 
officers, among whom were Lieutenant-Colonel De Treville, Pirst Sonth 
CarOlilll1 Infantry, and Ca.ptain Lesesne, First South Carolina Artil· 
lery. 

Our Jiglit artillery, which consisted of two 12-pounder howitzers of 
Le Gardeur's (New Orleans) battery, and olle 12-pollllder Napoleon of 
Stuart's (Sonth Carolina) battery, was well served and operated with 
good results npon the ellemy's infa.ntry and opposing battery. 'l'be 
gronlld was so soft from the heavy rains tha.n the pieces could with 
difficulty be maneuvered, and when this line was abandoned it was 
found Impossible to withdraw two of the gUIlS~ as every horse of 
Stuart's but one, a.nd Ilille of Le Gardeur's, were killed, a.nd nearly :111 
the cannoneers of both gUllS either kilied or wl)ullded. Spall horses 
had been ordered up, bnt did not a.rrive ill time. All the ammunitioll, 
liowever, to the last shot of all the gUllS, was expellded upon the 
enemy. 

Sergeant Guibet, chief of piece ill Le Gardeur's battery, deserves 
especial mention for his gallantry and ellergy. 

The enemy now made several demonstnttions along the second line 
now held by my eutil'e division, first demonstrating to the right and then 
to the left of our lines, in which they were always resisted snccessfnlly. 
About 1 o'clock they moved a large body far to onr left in the direc­
tion of t.ae Black River, thus exposiug our now first line 011 the left to 
)Unlade, when the division was moved back to the line selected by the 
lieutenant-general commanding for his main line of defense, and I was 
ordered to occupy the line to tlie right and left of the main road, 
lVIajor-GeneraIMcLaws' division being to my left and lVIajor-General 
Wheeler's dislllounted cavalry to my right. Most of Rhett's brigade, 
which hau been severely engaged all day to thIS time, was held ill 
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reserve a few lmndred yards in rear of the line of works. The enemy 
advaJlced several times in heavy foree on rny position duriug' the Jay, 
but was always repulsed. His artillery shelled our lines at intervals, and 
was replicd to by a. section of Brooks' battery uuder Lieutenant ---. 
lleavy skirmishing continued until llearly 8 o'clock at night, at which 
time the infantry and artillery were withdrawn and the works occupied 
by a skirmish line of General Wheeler's cavalry (dismounted). Before 
we withdrew the enemy along my frout intrenched themselves. 

'l'he officers aud men of my command, though unaccustomed to field 
fighting, behaved as well as troops could have done. 'l'he discipline of 
garrison service, regular orgauization, aud the dailyexp0i:'ure for eight­
eell months to the enemy's fire told in the coolness and determimttion 
with which they received the fire of the euemy. 

I would especially mention Brig. Gen. Stephen Elliott and Colonel 
Butler, commanding brigades; Colonel Brown, M~ior -Warley, and 
Captaill Humbert, Secoud South Carolina Artillery; Majors McMullan 
and Bertody, Twenty-second Georgia Battalion; Captain Mathewes and 
Lieutenant Boag, Manigualt's battalion; Ca;>tain McGregor, Bonaud's 
battalion, of Elliott's brigade' Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, M~ior Bland­
ing (severely wouuded), and Capta,iIl King, First South Carohna AI' til­
lery; Captll.in Hugueuiu, First South Carolina Iufantry; aud Major 
Lucas, Lucas' battalion of Rhett's brigade, Captaiu Le GardeUl'~ of 
Le Gardeur's Light Artillery. 

To my personal staff is due my testimony to their gallantry. 
My adjutant-general, Captaiu Page, and my inspector-geueral, Cap­

tain Read, were both wounded discharging their duties. 
Captain Mathewes, engineer officer; Lieutenant Kemp, aide-de· camp, 

and Lieutenallt Harrison, signal officer, discharged their duties with 
zea[ and gallantry. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servan1i 
W. B. TALIAFER.l{,O, 

Brigadier- General, Oom'1ltand'ing. 
Lieut. Col. T. B. RoY, 

.Assistant Adjutant- General. 

No. 291. 

Rep01·tfii of Maj. Gm. Dan'iel H. Hill, O. S. Army, of operations M(trch 
7-21. 

HEADQUARTERS LEE'S OORPS, 
March 29, 1865. 

COLONEL: On the 7th instau!. whilst at Smithfield Station, N. C., 
and temporarily in command of Lee's corps, I received an order from 
General Johnston to co-opel'ate with General Bragg in an attack upon 
tlie Ya.nkees near Kinston. My division, under 001. J. G. Coltart, 
Fiftieth Alabama, and Pettus' brigade, of Stevenson's division, were 
a.t Ollce placed upon the cars and encamped that night beyond the 
Neuse and below Kinston. 

Before day the next morning we relieved Hoke's division, ill the 
~renches on Southwest Creek, while it made a flank movement to the 
Yankee left. General Clayton, of Lee's corps, came up with his divis­
iOll about 8 a. m., and was sent to co-operate with General Hoke. 
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Hagood's brigade, alld the North Carolina I{eserves tmder General·L. 
S. Baker, were added to my eOlllmand, and we were ordered to cr:oss 
the creek and co-operate with General Hoke as soon as his firing was 
heard. That officer informed me that he expected to seize and bold 
the lower Trent and Dover roads, and he asked me to cut oft the 
Yankee retreat on the British and Neuse Toads. General Baker crossed. 
the creek when the firing' opened on our right, and I direeted the skir­
mishers from Lee's corps, under Capt. E. B. Vaughall, Fiftieth Ala­
l>a.ma, to push boldly forwaxd ill front of our abandoned 'Yorks. The 
North Carolina Reserves advanced very handsomely for a time" but at 
length one regiment (the First, I think) broke, and the rest laydowll and 
could uot be got forward. I directed Generaillaker to hold his posi­
tion, while I, with Coltart, Pettus, aud Hagood, would go around the 
swamp, which constituted the Yankee right. 'l'his movement was com­
pletely successful, and the Yankees ran in the wildest eonfusion. I 
had nothing to do now but to prcss forward rapidly to the firing and 
intereept the foe fleeing from Hoke. I think that with little loss we 
would have captured several thousand men. Captain Va.ughan, with 
forty-five skirmishers, took about 300 prisoners, and reports that the 
rout of the Yankees was more complete than he had ever seen before. 
At this critical moment I received a 110te from Major Parker, General 
Bragg's adjutant-general, saying that General IIoke thought that if I 
went down the Neuse road until I struek the British road, and tollowed 
up tlle latter, I woul(l make many eaptures, and adding that General 
Bragg directed me to ma.ke the movement. I pnHhed on rapidly to 
West's house, and threw a picket across to the British road, and went 
to it in person, but saw no enemy. It was 4.30 p. m. wben we reached 
West's bouse, aud it was obvious that we could effect llothillg' unless 
we moved over to Tracy Swamp and got upon tbe railroad and tbe 
Dover road. General Baker aud a battery had joined us, bnt onr 
entire force was but little over 2,000 men. 'l'he firiug was I:;till heavy 
in our rear, and indicated plaiuly that Hoke was not driving the 
Yankees. A consultatiou was held with my officers, and all but Gen­
eral Baker thought it t<>o Jate and too IlazaTdous to march three or 
four miles farther to reach Tracy Swamp. A message was received 
soon after from General Bragg to return, if too late to strike a blow. 
We were now five miles from our bridge 011 Southwest Creek, held ouly 
by a picket, and the Yankee cavalry bad appeared between us and it; 
but tbe march was made without loss. On tbe road I met a staft· officer 
of General Bragg, who directed me, af~er crossing at our bridge, to 
recross at Jackson's Mill and go down the Dover road and unite witb 
Hoke. This junction was formed about midnigbt. General Clayt<>n, 
who had been operating with Hoke, once more joined bis own corps. 

March 9. We had now a line of breast-works a.long tIle British road, 
and another nearly at right angles to it, covering the railroad down to 
Soutbwest Creek. TIlese works were beld by tbe fragments of the 
Army of Tennessee and Hagood's brigade, all under my immediate 
command. Tbe Reserves were thus ill the works Oll Southwest Creek 
and not subject to my ordcrs. General Hoke attempted a, flank move­
ment on our left to-day, but finding the Yankees strongly intrenched 
dlel not attael{, and returned and took position on my l'igIlt. To make 
a divel'sion in his fa-vol', the skirmisIl line, again commanded by Cap­
tain Vaughan as corps officer of the day, advaneed and seized the 
intrenched skirmish line of the Yankees, but lost it again upon being 
pressed by a line of battle. 
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.March 10. A portion of' Stewart's corps, llIHler Gelleral vYalthall, 
reported to·day. Hagood's brigrule was r elieved hy ",Vllitforu's bri­
gade, wllieh was also placed IInderUlY eommu,nd. General Bragg 
informed me that he had ordered Gelleral H oke to make a flank move­
ment to 0111' right, and direeted me to co-overate with hilll by a strong 
(lemonstratioll in om fron t , out !lot to a.ttack the wain line of tile 
Yankee earth-works. My officers ha.d stated to me the unwillingness 
of the men to attack earth-\1-·orks, their experience in tile late call1paign 
not being favorable to fmch all U\l(lertaking. 'fbis fact I had reported to 
(lelleral Bragg. The skirmish line was (loubled a mI placed under cbarge 
of Captain Brewer as corps oftker of the day. This line was directed to 
move forward at the sOllnd of firin g 011 our right, followed by tbe line of 
battle, except Coltart alld Whitford, holding the illtrenchments neady 
parallel to the railrmHI. At the appointed signal all moved forward 
with alacrity, and tbe intrenched line of Yankee skirmishers was taken. 
This threw our line of battle so far forward tha.t I ca lled upon Colonel 
(Joltart for 300 mell to cover our left flank. They were promptly fur­
nished under MajOl' Palmer. Lientenant·Colonel Carter, commanding 
Manigault's brigade, volullteered his services, and the whole cOlllmand 
displayed great gallantry. General Walthall, commalldillg tIle frag­
ments of Stewart's corps, on our right, was now seen retiring' in perfect 
order. He reported that he had takcll some eartb-works, but. being 
without support on his rigbt and left, found it llecessary to withdmw. 
Stovall's a,nd J aCKI,;011'S brigades, of Clayton's division, nUlnberiug only 
41G lIIen, oroke causelessly, leavillg Pettus like a stolle wall alone, sup­
ported only by (Joltal't 's skirmishers. A considerable Yankee force 
was visible outf>ide of their w01'l,s, and wIlile hesitating about renew­
ing the attack and attempting' to capture it, I leamed that Hoke was 
retiring, after finding the Yankees st.rollgly intrenched and getting one 
brigade (Kirkland's) roughly bandIed. The fact was reported to Gen­
eral Bragg, who (lirected our line to fall oaek to the intrenchments Oll 
the British road, holding, however, the captured line of skirmishers. 
This was effected without loss. That night we crossed tbe Neuse and 
encamped near Kinston, in order to co-operate with the forces covering 
H.alcigb. The Yankees did not pursue us, and, in fact, my scouts 
reported that they fell back the same night we did. 

Tbe troops, wit.h the exceptions above given, all behaved most hand­
somely. Clayton's ctivision was not with me on the 8th, bnt I learned 
from him callie to Roke's i'npport at 2 p. Ill., acted well, and had the 
bonor of taking part in a very orilliallt movement. 

The accompanying· table shows the strength of Lee's corps OIl going 
into action and its loss. 

I bave received no report from Genera.1 Hagood, Colonel Whitford, 
or General Baker. Gelleral Baker lost considerably on the 8th, and 
did all that coultl be done to inspire his troops. I douot not they will 
behave most gallantly in their next engagement, now tbat they have 
been under fire. In fact, Oil their march to West's house they seemed 
to be in the highest spirits and ready to renew the conflict. 
Clavtou 's divis ion: Tot,,·l eIIectiv.1. 

'Stovall's brignd~.• Colonel Kellogg commandin/! . ....... . .... .. _.. . . .. ... . . . .. . .. . .. .. . ..... . . 310 

.Jackson 's brigade, Volune l Gordun com nl:.t IHling.... . ...... . ..... •.• . • . . •• . .• . _. . ... . .... ... 76 

HiU'H di vh;ion, (Jolonel Coltul' t cU1l1nmndiug: 
Muni,gal~1t,! s ul'i g!'tlo, J~ i ol1tmlant.Co!onel 9arter coru~nnding . .. _.. . ...... . . .... . .. . .. .. ... . 78:) 

DOnBl)rlgnde. Lllm tcnaut·Colouel 'Iuuhmn commandIng ..... .. .... . ..... .. . . . , . ... . .. . . . .. . 277 

StoVCDROll 'R t.li v idioll, Gelleral PCJttus commrmding: 
PaUli. ' brigade . _..•.... _.............................. _......... . . . . . . . . . . ... . . _. .. .... . . ... ~50 


~.rota l .. . . . .......... __ . ___ ... _.. _... . ...... . ....... _..... . ........... . . .. .... .. . . . .. .. . ... . 1,328 
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Ca.81la.ltie.~. 

Killed. 

Command. 

----------- -----1-­

... '" 
8 
IE 
o 

5 
10 
2 
:J 
5 

:Missing.WOllnrie<1. 

37 ...... 14 5~ 
1 ...... .. 11 

12 .... .. ....... . 
 18 
17 ............. . 
 23 
IU ...... 1 23 

Total.. ....... . ........... . .... __ ... . ..... _~~ -11
-;;--,-8'2--1~I---rn 

My thanks are dne to General Clayton, General Baker, General 
Hagood, General Pettus, Colonel Coltart, commandillg Bill's di visioll; 
Colonel Toulll1in, commanding] )eas' brigade; Lieuteuant-Colonel Car­
ter, COllllIIUncliIlg :IVlalligault's briga.de, and to my staff, Mnjor J. W. 
Ratchford, assist.ant adjuta.nt-general; Maj. vVilliam Elliott, assistant 
inspector· general ; Capt. W. A. Gibbes, Sixteenth SOllt.h Carolina Vol­
unteers, acting aide-de-camp; Lieut. J. A. Heid, aide-de-camp, amI 
I~iellt. "V. S. Farish, C. S. Army, for valuable services rendered on the 
field, and Surg. J. H. Erskine, medical director; Maj. lVI. B. George, 
chief quartermaster; Ma,j. S. A. Jones, chief commissa.ry of subsist.ence, 
and Capt. D. S. Sublett, cllief of ordmtnc~, tor the energy a.nd zeal dis­
])layed in their ::;eveml departments. 'l'lle lust-uamed officer brought 
600 a.rms froUl the field. 

HespectfuIly submitted. 
D. H. HILL, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS LEE'S CORPS, 
Jlfct1'ch 31, 1865. 

CAP'l'AIN: About 8 o'clock on the mornillg of the 10th instant Lee's 
corps, temporarily under my command, was placed on the right of the 
road leading from BentollviIIe to Wilmington, and immediately to the 
right of Loring's commalld. .I t con::;isted of portions of three divisions: 
S.tevenson's diviHion, effective total, 1,181; Claytou's diyision, effective 
total, 867; Hill's division, Golonel Colt'1I't e0ll111HWdiug, e1i'ecti ve tot}tl, 
639; total, 2,687. 

This does not include Cumming's brigade, 21.;~ effective, 011 detached 
service. 

Before get.ting into position a persona.l reconnaissa.nce showed me 
that the Yankees were advaucing·. Some skirmisher!:; were thrown out 
under Lieut. S. A. Roberts, 'l"hirty-ninth Alabama, to check this 
advance, which they did with spirit. As the divisions calllC into line 
skirmishers were advanced from eaeh of them, and tho whole skirmish 
front placeo under charge of Lieutenant-Colonel McGuire. As we were 
wniting orders to ad vance, I,ientenant-General Stewart did Hot thin k 
it advisable to illtrench. However, finoing that no forward movement 
was directed, I st.a.,'wd the work of throwing up breast-works. 'rhcse 
were abGut half completed when some thousand or more Yankees 
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appeared in our front, just opposite .Stovall's brigade, and charged 
until they got within forty yards. when they ran back ill great COD· 
fusioll. The whole corps fired, many of the men without seeing any 
object at wltieh to fire. Our whole front. was covered by the Yankee 
skirmishers, but their line of battle extended only a little to the right 
and left of Stovall. In re·establishing our skirmish line Lieutenant 
Roberts, a gallant and meritorious offic('r, was mortally wounded. 

At 3.15 p. m. the whole corps advanced in two lines, Deas' brigade, 
Palmer'sl StDvaH's, and Jackson's constitutillg the front line; lVIani­
gault's, Pettus', and Baker's the rear line, 300 yards retired. In this 
advance General IJuring, with some 500 men, was on our left, and Gen· 
eral Bate, with a sOlllewbat larger num ber, on our right. The Yankees 
had someritle·pits for skirmishers, but no connected line except in front 
of Palmer's brigade, of tbis corps, and in less tban fifteen miuutes from 
tbe firing of the first shot Palmer's men had passed through this line. 
SOUle ten minutes or more subsequent to this time, Tyler's and Govan's 
brigades, of Bate's command, passed over the same line. The Yankees 
retired to a more extended line of breast-works 300 yards in rear of 
their first, but were driven off without difficulty. We now reached the 
Goldsborough and Fayetteville road, when I received an order from 
Heuteuaut-General Stewart to halt and reform my command. I directed 
all my troops to be formed parallel to the road, but a report from Gen­
eral Bate that the Yankees were massing in his front induced me to 
order General Clayton, on our right, to lIlove obliquely across the road 
to meet this threatened attack and cover Bate'S left. A map of the 
grouud, since made by Lielltenan t Currie, of the engineers, shows that 
the Yankees had two systems oflines-one nearly perpendicular to the 
Goldsborough road, for the protection of the swamp in Hoke's front; 
the other obliquely to this road, and no works at all on my right and in 
front of Geneml Bate. Hill's division on the left of the corps, and 
Baker's brigade and part of Palmer's striking the works perpendicular 
to the road, with an enfilade fire, captured them without difficulty. 
Li~utenant- Colonel Carter, commanding Manigault's brigade, came to 
me at the augle or vacant space between the Yankee works and reported 
that his brigade had taken the line opposite the swamp. SUPPOSing 
that General Smith, commanding Cleburne's division, was in connec­
tion, I rode forward, but in less than fifty yards struck the Yankees. 
It seems that Smith's troops had been withdrawn to meet a supposed 
attack much farther on the right. 

General Stevenson had received a report from General Bate that the 
Yankees were Oll his front and flank, and had withdrawn Brigadier­
General Pettus to the support of General Bate. Brigadier-General 
Palmer had been ordered up to me with the right of his brigade (thf. 
left llaving- moved previously with Brigadier-General Baker), and had 
taken position on Baker'S right. So far there had been a completf. 
success on our left. Gellerall:'almer reports th~~t many Yankees had 
thrown down their arms and were prepared to surrender. Lieutenant­
Colonel Carter was in actual negotiation with a Yankee general for tht 
elJtire surrender of his command. Unfortunately at this juncture the 
Yallkees discovered the withdrawal of Smith and Pettus, and pressed 
upon the flank and rear of Palmer, Baker, and Carter from the point at 
which I had discovered them. 

Between 200 and :300 of our men were cut off. A party of seventy 
under Colonel Searcy, Forty-fifth Tennessee, passed entirely through 
the Yankee lines, and joined us again -in nine days. Captain Wood, 
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assistant arljntant-gcneral, l\{:wigault's bl'igade, orought out tell men 
aJ)(1 cight prisoners, aftcl' a tiresome marcll alllligltt arollnd the Yankee 
forces. 

The disaster would1ave bee11 much gl'eater had not Geueral Wal­
thall arrived in tillle to Jill lip t.he gap and check the Yankee advanee. 
Colonel Toulmin, cOlllmanding Deas' brigade, wa~ placed 011 his left. 
Geneml Palmer on witllrlrawing ,joined General Pettus by my order. 
General Baker retil'ell elltirel'y across tile GoldHborough road, and 
was no more engaged that day. I did not know his locality until too 
late to pu t him again in position. 

About sundowll tlre Yankees attempted un advance upon General 
Pettus, but that stout-hearted soldier and 1is .noble brigade drove t1em 
back without difficulty. In this attack he 1imself received a paiuful 
flesh wound, and 1is nephew and aide-de-camp, Lieutenant l'ettus, was 
killed. The heavy firing induced the sending up a brigade from 
l\'IcI,aws' division, whic1 seemed to have no particular instructiolls, but 
went in gallantly where the ]'011 of musketry was the most rapid and 
continuous. Allother brigade of that division (Kennedy's) comillg up 
without definite orders, I took t,1e responsibility of sending it to the 
support of Walthall, who was firillg rapidly, and one of my staff officers 
carried it iuto positioll. There ha(l been a good deal of confusion cLfter 
reaching the Goldsbol'0llg1 road, owing' to the mixture of troops and to 
orders being issued by different cOlTlmallders, but after nig'htfall, when 
nat.ural darlmess was much increased by t.he :-;moke of battle and fro1ll 
thousands of smoldering pine stumps and logs, it was great-er than I 
ever witnessed before. 

About 11 o'clock we were withdrawn to onr original. position of the 
morning, holding, however, with onr skirmish line, the intrenchments 
taken from the Yankees at 3.30 p. m. 

The capture of our men was due to the withdrl1lwal of Smith and 
Pettus upon what, I think, was incorrect information. Tile failure to 
capture immense numoers of Yankee.s was partly due to that and partly 
to anotber cause. I learn from General Hoke that he had made a flank 
movement, and had nearly got to the end of the Y11l1kee works when 
he received an order from General Bragg to advance directly to the 
attack. This resulted in his repulse and withdmwa,i. When tile Yan­
kees threw down tbeir guns hefore Palmer, B:l,ker, and Carter they had 
discovered the flail king force of Hoke and ~upposed thelllselves entirely 
cut off, out. wbell he advanced to a front attack they resllmed their posi­
tion behiud t.heir works, repulsed him, and then tur'ned upon Carter, 
who 1ad been left alone, and drove him off :l,lso. 

March 20, our scouts reported the Yankees still working at their 
breast-works at 8 a. m. ill their position . of the night before. About 10 
a. Ill. their skirmishers advanced cautiously to Cole'S 10use. Learning 
that General IIoke was chauging his fl'Ont, I sent General Stevenson to 
hold his work" OIl the Wilmington road until he could forJll a Hew line. 
GeJleral S[tevellsoll~ was met, however, by Lieutenant-General Stewart 
and ordered bHCk. rhe Yankees were not slow to discover the abandon­
ment of the works, anel ad vaucell with loud cheers upon Bl>igadier-Gell­
eral Kirkland, of Hok-e's division, before he had bad time to iutrench. 
They met a stont rosistauce, however, and after I had succeeded in 
turning six guns upon them they retired precipitately. '1'here was 
lIothing in Illy front uut desultory skirmisbing this day uetween the 
pi(~kets. 

March 21, there was a great deal of heavy firing on our left, but no 
attack upon my command this day. My skirmish lille, under Major 
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Thomas---, as corps officer of the day, was advauced that afternoon 
in connection with the skirmishers of Genera.ls vValthall and Bate, and 
with small loss (lrove thc Yaukees fl'Olll their' position abont Cole's 
lJOuse. All the buildings there were burut to prevent their further use 
by the Ya.nkee sharpshooters. 

About 3 p. m. tbe reserve brigades under Palmer and Baker were 
sent in aU haste to meet an advance of the Yankees upon a road com­
ing into the only road of retiremellt some two miles in rear of our posi­
tion. The Yankees got withill a short distance of this main road, scat­
t-erillg' Butler's cavalry, when they were vigorously attacked by Cum­
ming's brigade, 213 efiectives, under Colonel Henderson, aud 80 mCll 
of Eigbth Texas Cavalry, and. driven back three-fourths of a mile. 
The Yankee line consisted of two division s of the Seventeenth Corps, 
and they 110 doubt were the advance party of a formidable force endeav­
oring to cnt Ollr line of communication. Brigadier-Generals Palmer and 
Baker were the first to come to the support ofColonel Henderson. The 
former was not engaged at all; the latter reports that he had some 
skirmishin o', and lost 2 men killed and 12 wounded. The int-ervals 
between the men in this corps were widened at 4 p. m., so as to cover 
the gToUlld occupied by Genomls Bate and Walthall, who had been 
also sent to llleet this flank movement. We retired that night at ~ 
o'clock and crossed Hannah's Creek. 

Onr men fought with great enthusiasm in this engagement. Thc 
only thing censurable in their conduct which I could perceive was an 
excited ul'illg, at times result.ing in the causeless waste of ammunition. 
The Yankees fOllght worse than I have ever known them to do on any 
previous field of ba ttle. It may be th at even a Yankee's conscience 
has been disturbed by the scenes of bU1'l1ing, rapine, pillage, and mur­
der so recently passed through. 

Oa8ualties. 

--------------------------~------,-------~---.--------
Killed . Wounded. Missing. 

Command. 

Q ~ ~ c 3~ ¢3 ! i1: 0 
,-; 0 ,<; 0 :aQ) 

E-t 
----------~--- - - --- - -1---- ­
St·e '·en~o ll 's div is ion ... ... . . __ ... . • . . .. . -- _. . . ... !) 29: 19 176 1 3 40 I 269
CI~\I()II :" di v i 8 i o ll .. _.. . _.. _..... __.. _.. ... ..... .. 4 ]8 11 14~ 7 55 244
Rill s tlIYlslon._._. _. ___ _____ . ___ .. . __ .. __ .. .... . 2 5 9 76 . __ ___ 10 102 


TotnL __ __ __ _. ___ . __... ___ ._. _______ __ ____ .. ~--4-5 ---a9-4olilO--w5I-6i5 

The corps claims the capture of 1 Napoleon gun and 339 prisoners. 
I think that the number of prisoners has been overestimated. 

My thanks are due to the division commanders, Major-Generals 
Stevenson and Clayton and Colonel Coltart. I was also struck with 
the soldierly bearillg of Brigadier-Generals Pettus and Palmer, Colonel 
Toulmin, Henteuaut-Uolonel Carter, and Colonel Kyle, commanding 
brigades. The other brigct(le (;omma,riders did not come specially under 
my observation. The corps staff and my own stair. behaved mo~t gal­
lantly. M~jor l~at()hford , assistant adjutant-general; Mu:ior Elliott, 
assistant illspector'general, severely wounded ; Major Memminger, 
assistant adjutant-geneTal ; Captain Taliaferro, aide-dc-campi Captain 
Coleman , engineer, slightly contuserl by minie-ball; Captain Gibbes; 
Lieutenant Itdd, a,jde-de-cctlllp, wounded ill the knec; Lieutellant Far­
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ish, C. S. Army, slig'htly wounded, and Lieutenant Currie, of the engi· 
neers, aU did tlleil' <1utyfaithflllly a.nd well. The eorps qnal'tcnnaster, 
commisscuy, a,lId ordnance officers also did tbeir dnty. 

vVith great respect, your obedient servallt, 
D. B. BILL, 

Jlujo'l" General. 
Capt. W. D. GALE, 

Assistant AdJutant·General. 

,AlJlJENlJA, 

Retut'?! of Ca8u.a(.ti,es i.n H ·m'8 d'iri8i~n, Lee's army corp8, in acHon of jlfm'ch .19-2 [, .1865. 

- ) 

Killed, \\'ounded. Missing. 

~ 
Commaud. IT; rP. ,;, ..... ~ ... '" " '" 

'§ ,,; 13 " 3 to" " " ~i5 .;: ~ E " 0 E 0 .. 
0 .... 0 :<1 <-< 0 :>i "" -'i 

-­----­ - --­--­ - -­- - -
March 19: 

Deas' brigade.... .............. 1 2 :1 5 25 30...... 1 1 34 
:Mauigault'. brigi.lle ............ 1 3 ,I 4 49 53 I..... , 11 11 68 

Total. .................... . , .. 21 5 71 9 74 83 ...... 12 L12 102 

March 20: 

Gralldtotal.... .. ............. 2 51 71 0 '/6 1 ~5 1 """ 1 13 1 13 105 


No. 292. 

RIJportN of jJ1aj. Gen. Oa.rtel' L. Stevenson, O. S. Army, of operations 
JlII.(t1'eh 19-/21. 

HEADQl AR'l'ERS STEVENSON'S DIVISION, 
March 30, 186:3. 

Nf..A,JOR: I have the honor to submit the following bl'ief repol't of the 
operatiolls of lily divisiol.l at amI uear Bentollville, N. C., all the 19th, 
20th, and 21st iustant: 

011 thc moruing- of the 18th instant the division, with the exceptioll 
of Cllmming'::; brigade, marched from Ileal' Smit.hfield Uond bivouaekcd 
that night a short (iil:\tauce beyond BentOll ville. 

On tile morning of the l;)th it lUoved about two miles and it half 
froill this point, aud was formed ill two lines, Palmer in front, Pettus 
ill rear, ill the eenter of Lee's corps. The brigade at alice prueeeded to 
COllstruet temporary bi'cast·works. We Lad only beeH in position a 
short time wlleu it beeame appa,rellt tbat the enemy were feelillg' our 
line, elldeavoring' to develop our position, especially the right flank. 
In a short ti me he aLlvalleecl a sillglc line of battle, which, from its direc· 
tion, marching at a.n acute angle with the works instead of advancing 
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square to the front against them, he doubUess thought would strike 
the right riank. This line covered .NIa,jor-General Clayton's front and 
about balf of Palmer's, but from the direction, while its left ca,me within 
a few yards of Clayt-on, its right barely came within range of Palmer. 
It was easily and handsomely repulsed. 

About 2 o'clock Major-General Hill, commanding Lee's corps, direcrerl 
me to be iu readiness to move forward aud attack the enemy in fifteen 
minutes. While the necessary preparations were being made 110 
elil'eeted me to postpone the attack for ---. He then informed me 
tllat my division would "be the division of direction for the army. My 
experience with this a.rmy has cOllvinced me that one of the greatest 
obstacles in the way of our success ill assaulting the fortified positions 
of the enemy has been caused "by a failure to keep the commands prop­
erly aligned, allel to move them straight to the front.. I bad just estab­
lisbed markers between Palmer'S line of battle and the skirmish Hne, 
when I received notice from General Hill that it was time to adva,nce. 
I accor'dillgly moved out at once and' in perfect order. In, I suppose, 
about GOO yards Palmer struck tlre enemy's first line, which he carried 
without a pausp" and within a short distance encountered their second 
lille, which he assaulted with equal gallantry and success. He then 
moved on in pursuit, followed by Pettus. Near the second line Gen­
eral Pa,]mer captured a piece of artillery. After moving rapidly to the 
front for about three-quarters of a mile, through a dense and t.allgled 
undergrowth, General Palmer halted to collect his men, who were 
necessarily somewhat scattered, and to readjust his line. At tlris time, 
owing at onc(' t.o the impetuosity of theil' advance and the difficulties 
of tIle ground, to wlrich I bave alluded, the first line, so far as I could 
observe, of the whole army was considerably broken and confused. 
Before halting Palmer bad crus sell to the left of the Goldsborough 
roa<1. It was then directed that he should return to the right of the 
road. Abont naIf of his "brigade bad done so, and was being filed 
parallel t.o the road, when it was halted by direction of .Major-General 
Bill. Wbile iu this position a brigade (Bakm's, General Palmer stares) 
callle up, its line being exactly at right angles to that portion of Palmer's 
which had crossed the road, and cuttiug bis brigade into about equal 
parts. Hence, to meet a sudden emergency, I presume, as the order 
was not cOlllmuuicated through me, and I did uot know of it until it 
was put into execution, General Hill directed General Palmer to move 
forward at once with that part of his "brigade which had not been sepa­
rated, in the manlier above descri"bed, from him. For the narra.tive of 
the part.iculars of tllis movement, and of the gallantry displayed by his 
troops in this renewed assault UJlOll two more intrenchec1lines of the 
enemy, I refer you to General Palmer's report. 

"Vhile affairs were thus progressing, General Pettus had executed 
my orders to the letter, a,uel in spite of all obstacles had kept his com· 
malld thorouglrly in ha.lld, well aligned, and ready to move in any 
direction. 'When he reached the Goldsborough road, anticipating from 
the firillg tha.t his services might be needed on the left of the road, I 
directed him to CrOSS it in that direction, which being' dOllC, he a.gain 
moved forward. Afterward, the fire growing hotter and ext~nding to 
the right toward the Goldsborough road, bis line was advanced can· 
forming thereto. At this time General Bate stated that the eneIny were 
011 his flauk a,ud in his front, and asked for assistanee. Pettus was 
balted and a line formed, which prolonged General Bate's, whose left 
rest.ed on the Goldsborough road. Troops of Loring's comlllalld were 
800n moved up so as to connect with Pettus' left. 
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The enemy had been for sOJlle time In'illg-illg up fresh troops, and 
now moved to tbe at.tack. Pettus' skirmishers held their ground, (Iriv· 
i!lg back the enemy's skirmisllers whenever they move(l fill'ward, until 
they were forced to retire before the enemy's Jille of battle. \Vhen 
Pettus moved up I placed that part of Palmer's hrigade which had 
been separated fl'oll1 Palmer a short distallce in rear as a reserve. 
Soon afterward General Palme!' returned and the brigade was united. 
Here the fire of the enemy was heavy and incessant, both of artillery 
and small·arms. Pettus' noble brigade lIlet each advance of the 
ellerny with even more than its usual steadiness, and repulsed them 
with apparent case. In the whole of this fight I didllot see.olle of l1is 
men attempt to leave the line, unless wounded or with proper authority. 
The darkness of night put an end to tl1e battle. After the roar of 
musketry had subsided we could hear the enemy fortifying most ener­
getically in our front. 

Toward the close of the evening several brigades of I)ientenant·Gen­
eral Hardee's troops were sent up to support the troops who were 
engaged. The brigade which came to my support (I do !lot lIOW remmnber 
the na.me of its commander) formed ill rear of my lille ready to give 
any assistance which might be neccssary. My two briga(les, Pettus' 
and I almer's, retai!led their position until between 10 and 11 o'elock 
that night, when they withdrew uucler orders to the IiBe from which 
we had advaneed, Pettus, however, being now put in the front line 
in order to give Palmer's brigade, which lmd been compclle<l to move 
much more rapidly ill the different charges which it made, and COli­
sequently was more (>.xltauslecl, a better opportunity to rest. One 
regiment of Palmer's, the Fifty-eighth North Carolina, was, however, 
placed upon the front line to fill up the allotted portion of the works. 

The 20th instant passed withou t incident, my skirmishers occupying 
the first liue which we had taken from tile enemy. 

Oll the mOl'llillg of the 2h;t, agreeably to orders, my skirmishers, in 
conjunction with those of the division on my right and left, advanced 
allel drove those of the enemy. Toward the evening of the ~lst I 
reeeived orders to send the troops in Illy second line as rapidly as pos­
sible in the direction of Bentonville, and to extend the command in Illy 
front line to the right a.Jlflleft, to fill vacancies caused in the lines of 
the other divisions by the removal of troops. General Palmer at once 
put his command in motion, but did not beeome engaged. 

I forward herewit.h the report of Col. n. J. H enderson, corrurmnding 
Oumming's brigarle, of the aetion of that brigade in repulsing, ill cou­
junction with a small body of eavalry, a vastly superior force of the 
enemy in a serious flank movement. The brigade had not then 
reported to me, having been detached for some tim~, No encomium 
that I can pass upon the conduet of the brigade at this importallt JUDC­
ture will be so expressi\re a recognition of its g'allant behavior as the 
simple statement that it received upon the field the thanks and com­
pliments of General Johnston. 

On the night of the 21st I withdrew Pettus' brigade, agreeably to 
orders, across Mill Greek. Here I was joined the next morning by 
Pa.lmer's and Oumming's brigades, 

I have beretofore submitted a list of casualties, hnt the sate return 
of Oolonel Searcy with a considerable number of tbe officers and men 
of Palmer's Tennessee regiment and of the Fifty·fourth Virgiuia, I am 
happy to say, renders a correction of it necessary, and I append the 
amended report. Tbe commendation belStowed by General Palmer 
upon him and the officers an(l men who accompanied him is richly 
deserved, 
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Amongst the casllulties we have to deplore the death of some of Ollr 
best alld bravest otlkers and mell, and to regret the wonuds of others. 
III the battle of tlle 1Dth Brig. Gen. B. IV. Pettus received a trouble­
some, hut I earnest,)y hope not a serions, wound. He remained with 
llis brigade until it was withdrawll to the original line_ Capt. G. 
H. 110we, of General Palmer's staff, l\ most valuable and efficient officer, 
was severely wonnrled. Lienteuant-Colollel Boggess, 'rwenty-sixth 
Tennessee, amI Captain Hamptou, Sixty-t.llil'd Virginia, were amongst 
the killed ou the 19th. On t.lle same day Lieut. B. W. Pettus, tile 
nephew aml aide·de-camp of Brigadier-Geueral Pettus, was instantly 
killed. He 'was a .yOllllg gentlemen of remarkable gallantry and of 
siugular modesty and worth. Co1. R M. Saffell, Twenty-sixth Tennes­
see, a brave officer, was killed while :fighting with the cavalry on the 
21st instant. 

Ireeeived important assistance from my staff, especially from Ma:j. 
J ..J. Reeve, assistant adjutant-general, and Capt. G. D. Wise, acting 
assistant inspector-general, who were generaJly in the hottest part of 
the field. 

Very respectfully, your obediCllt servant, ?; 

C. L. S'rEVENSON, 
llIajor- GeneraL 

Moj. J. "Y. RATCHFORD, 

Assistant 11 djutant- General, Lee's (Jorp8. 


Statemcllt oj the Ijrecl-i,:e total oj Stel'C lI 80n's dillis'ion ,in the batll" near lJentonvUle 011 
JJareh 19, 186;J . 

Pn]nlOl"R lu,ignflo ...... _____ . _ _.. ______ . _. .. _................. ____ . _............... _.. 708 

Pettus' bl'ig:llue .... _......... _.. . . _... _....... _. _.... .. .. .. ................. _. _. _......... _.. _... 473 


Total .... _____ ., ., _.. _.,., .. ., .. ., .. _ 1,181 

Cummillg'!S briglldot1l\bwllod~ Bot in the battle; on 21st of Mar-eh cfflwtivo total, 2t3. 

lA8t oj casualties in StevclI80n'8 lHvision on JIarch 19, 20, 21, 186,;. 

J{;lled. Wounded. Missing. 

.; .;Command. ...~ ... 
cici '"" c:; , "" iE" is " IS ;:;!'";:;!" 00 ~ 0 

----------------t---- ----- - ­
March 19: I

l'alllwr's bri«n.le ., .... ., ........ _.... " ........ .,.... 5 
 8 13 108 a 39 

~~l;~I~I~;nb~" if~~~i~-~d~:: ~ ~ ~:' : ::,' ~ :: :::: . :::::::::::::::: _. _~_._....~. _... ~..._.. ~~ . :::::: .. _. ___ ~ 
Ma,reh 20: 

Palruer'!i brigade _.. __ .. _... . ... .. . _. _......... . ...................... .. . ... . .. .. ............. . 


M·l1~~~~~~t< . ,:,,\> I · 

Total' _........ __ .. ___ .. .. __ .. _.. _...... ___________ ---g
~119----rn-1~----:jQ 

• '1'ot,l, 2Ga. 
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I-IEADQUARTEW3 STKVENSON'S DIVISION, 
Jlfarch 2G, 1865. 

]\fA.TOR: r have the IlOilO\' to report thll,t fifty·seven prisoners, exclu­
sive of the woullded, were captured by my division on the 19th instant. 

I herewith illelose reports from each brigade commander,. which will 
explain tile matter more fully. 


Very respectfully, your obedient serva.nt, 

C.L. S1'EVENSON, 

Mi:tjol'- Genernl. 
lVIaj . •T. W. RA'l'UHFOHD, 

AS8·ista.nt Adj1ttant-Gcneral. 

No.2!J3. 

Report of Col. Robert ,l~ He1!de'I..~on, Forty.sccond Georgia, Injwntry, 
commanding Ctl1nminr;'s brifJalic, of operations 11I{(I,?'ch 20-21, 

HEADQU ARTERS CUiV1l\llNG-'S Bn,wADE, 
Near S'lnitl~fielcl, N . C., JlI(trch 29, 1865. 

MAJOR: r bave the honor to submit tlw following operations of Cum· 
ming's brigade near Bentonville: 

In obedience to orders from the commanding general, the command 
marched at daylight from Smithfield via Bentonville on tbe 20th instant 
to rejoin Stevellson's divisioll , from which it had been for somo tillle 
detached. Arriving at General .Johnston's headquarters the brigade 
was halted and placed in reserve about 400 yards in rear of Helleml 
Hoke's command, whieh was on the llla.in lille. Remained thus until 

• 	 about 2 p. m. on the 21st, whell r was informed by 001. Archer 
And erson, assiRtaut adjutant-general, that my command was subject 
to the orders of Genera.! Hardee, and to proceed with it down tLe Ben­
tonville road, wbieb I did, a stall' officer of Gelll'ral Hardee accom­
panying to designate the position the brigade was to occupy. I rode 
in advance with t.his officer for the purpose of flxamining t.he ground 
by t.he time the troops should come np. About half a mile from Ben­
tonville we left the main road and weut upon Olle going to the right, 
leaving a courier at t hat poiut to turn the troops. I was absent on 
this road but. a short while when a courier came to inform me t.hat the 
command had continued dowil the main road. I immediately rode 
rapidly baek to rejoin it alld found it in line of battle on both sides of 
the road, advancillg. The skirmishers of the enemy were in its front, 
retii'ing, and also d rawing off toward their left and onr right. "With­
out hultillg I at OI1(:e eLallged front, so as to correspond with this 
movement of the enemy. After proceeding a short distance iu the 
new direction, the ,,:iglItJl 'rexas Cavalry cmueup 011 my right and 
charged in cOlljnIlctioll wit,lI Ille. 

r had no means of asccrtaining- with accuracy the Rtremrth of the 
enemy in Illy frollt, but it was es tima.ted t o be two divisions of the 
Sevellteenth Army Corps. We drove him with ease for about three­
quarters of' a mile alld nntii we were in contaet with a line of fresh 
troopf;, when tIle cavalry fell back and left Illy flank exposed. The 
euerny, quiekly discoverill g thiR, a(ivanced line, which lapped my right 
as far as could be seell, amI would, iu a few momeuts, bave completely 
enveloped that tlallk. Uuder these Cil'CUlllstallces ll1y liue retired, the 
rightregimeJlt somewhat seattered, but the others ill good order. The 
euemy, as soon as we fell back, halted and did not follow. 
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We reformed about 400 yards in rear of the fa.rthest point to which 
we bad advanced, and were placed in position by Geneml Hardee Oil 
the right of General Taliaferro, where we remailled nntil 2 o'clock the 
next mOrJIing, when we marched across Mill Creek and reported to 
Major-General Stevenson. 

A list of casnalties bas been heretofore furnished. 
Hespectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. J. HENDERSON, 
Colonel, C01nmctnding. 

:Maj . . JOHN .J. REEVE, 
Assistant Adjtttant-General. 

No. 294. 

RepM·t of Br·ig. Gen. Edmund W. Pettus, C. S. Army, of operat'ions 
March 19. 

RALEIGH, N. C., April 1, 1865. 
MAJOR: The following is a report of the part taken by my brigade 

ill the battle of the 19th ultimo near Bentonville : 
'l'he division was formed in two lines in the center of the corps, 

Palmer's brigade in front and my brigade about 250 yards in the rear, 
both partially illtrenched. 

About 4 p. m. I wa·s ordered by the major-general commandiug to fol­
low the movements of Palmer's brigade, keepiug my command about 300 
yards ill his rear until such time as Brigadier-GeneralPalmer might need 
my support. The movement commenced soon thereafter. Palmer's 
brigade moved forward and my command followed as directed. The 
front Jiue drove the enemy from two intrenched lines, and was still 
moving forward when I received orders from the major-general com­
manding to move my brigade by the left flank, so as to cover the main 
road from Bentonville, and to move forward on that road, keeping my 
command well in hand. The ground over which my coumhnd had to 
advance was flat and marshy and covered with uudergrowth; so to 
keep my brigade well in hand I had to move slowly. After advancing 
about 500 yards pnst the enemy's second line the firing became brisk, 
and at a short distance from and directly on my left itank, and Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Elliott, Thirtieth Alabama Regiment, was sent with 
his small command to cover that flank as skirmishers. This fire increas­
ing and approaching my line, and seeing stragglers moving rapidly 
to the rear from that point, I changed front by throwing back my left; 
but the enemy were driven back by other troops. My line was again 
formed across the road and moved forward, covered by the skirmishers 
under Lieutena.nt-Colonel Elliott, who was instructed to driYe in the 
enemy's skirmishers and find his line. Whilst thus advancing under a 
heavy fire from the enemy's artillery and driving his skirmishers, l\'Iajor­
General Rill, commanding corps, rode up to my line and informed 
me that the enemy were advancing in force, and 11robably with fresh 
troops, and ordered me to halt and prepare to meet the charge. My 
line was halted with the right on the road, and the men were ordered 
to lie dowu in their places. It was then about sunset, and from the 
smolw of the guns and the burning woods it, was difficult to see objects 
at a distance. The enemy's liue, very soon after I had received the 
order from General Hill, charged and drove in Illy skirmishers, follow­
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ing them with a shout. They were met, however, by a fire from the linf. 
So st-eady and so well aimed tllat they halted, alld after receiving a few 
rounds retreated. The order to cease firing was given, aUlI the skir­
ruisllers were again thrown forward. The brigade remained in this 
position until past 11 o'clock that night, when it was retired to the 
position from which the movement was begun. 

In this action the officers and lll.en acted well, rendering most prompt 
and willing obedience to orders. There were no stragglers. 

Col. J. B. Bibb, Twenty-third Alabama Hegimellt, acted witb remark­
able coolness and gallantry, and rendered valuable service by bis vigi­
lance and activity. It is believed that he deserves a higher comma1ld. 

Lieuts. W. y'il. Girard and William Jones, acting on my staff, bore 
themselves most gallantly. They were prompt and attentive to their 
duties. 

Lieutenant Pettus, my aide-de-camp, a modest, brave young officer, 
was killed. 

Inclosed is a list of casualties."" 
1\1ost respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED1VID. ' iV. PETTUS, 
RI'igndier- Genera.l, Comman(Ung. 

Maj..T. J. REEVE, 
A.~8istant Adjutant- GeneI'll I. 

No. 295. 

Report of Brig. Gen. J08ep.'~ B. Palmer, C. S. Army, of operations 
Mareh 19. 

l-IEADQUAR'I.'ERS PALiVlER'S BRIGADE, 
Near Sm.ithjicld, ~Mareh 2!J, 1865. 

MAJOR: This brigade took position in the frout line of the general 
line of battle formed by the .Army of Tennessee near Belltonvil1e on the 
1Uth instant, at or about 10 a. m., alld immediately fortified. Skir­
mishers were atonce thrown 300 yanls forward under command of Lieut. 
Col. A. Hall, of the FOl'ty·fifth Tennessee Volunteers. 

At 12 o'clock a single liue of battle of Pedera.l forces moved upon our 
positiou, striking-, however, more directly General Stovall's line of 
l\fnjor·Gellel'al Clayton's division~ on my right, but covering, say, one­
half of my right wing, which, ill couueetion with the brigade on my 
rigbt, repulsed tbem with ease, killing and woundillg a number with­
out any loss on my l)a.rt. 

At 3.15 p. 1ll. tl>.e wbole line advanced upou the enemy's position. 
This brigade moved steadily forward for about 400 yarus iu common 
tillie, preserving its aligllment almost as if on parade, although for a 
part of that distance under considerable tire. This carried the brigade 
within 200 yards of the enemy's tirst line of works, whicb were at once 
charged and carried. This command did not halt there, but moved 
forward in double·quick, pnrsuiug the euemy, flying in disorder and 
confusion to tbeil' secolld line of works, which was also charged and 
carried, capturing one piece of artillery near the second line. The pur­
suit was continued as far as the Goldsborough road, when it became 
necessary to halt the command, much exhausted by the two charges 
just made, and. for the purpose of rectifying the align lIlell t, more or less 

• Not foulld, but see p. 1096. 
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disturbed by snch rapid movements through the woods thiekly set 
with troublesome undergrowth. My line was here formed acros:> the 
Goldsborough road, amI Bl'igallier·Uenel'al Bakel' threw his lille across 
mine, euttiug nearly tl1rough the center of my brig·ade. Being then 
informed by Major Ratchford, of Major·General Hill's staff, that my 
command would then be placed iu reserve, I immediately seut a staff 
officer to throw my left ,,·iug back 011 a liue with my right, but before 
lie could return I was oruered forward with the right wiug to fill up a 
spacelllade vac.ant by the movement of the brigade ou. my right. From 
this position I was by Major·General Hill ordered forward with the right 
half of' my brigade to attack the enClny again. This wing imlUedia.tely 
advanced for the distance of, say, 300 yards beyond the Goldsborough 
road, takillg position on Brigadier-General Baker's right. 1 found llO 
works at this point ill my [rout, but just to my left were two lines of 
breastworks running rather perpendicular to this road. Tbese works 
were occupied by the ellemy with about tbe usnal number of' mell 
in their lines. It was wholly unsafe to move fartber forward or pass 
tllis force on my left, alld, indeed, on discoverillg these works and their 
singular direction I came to the cOllclusiou that to carry them was in I 
part the objective point of my movemeut. I therefore wheeled to the 
left, assaulted and carried the first line and part of the second line, the 
balance manifesting a disposition to snrrender by throwing down their 
guns, &c . . At this moment I was illformed that there was a consider· 
able Federal force uot more than ]00 yards to my right, a,nd moving 
upon my rear. This was soon verified by therapi(l advance from that 
direction of a well·defined line of Yaukees more than douhle Illy llUill­

bel'. On the appearancc of thi foree tllOse in my front renewed their 
relOistance, and thus my command was immediately ulIder heavy lire 
both in front and rem·. I at onee ordered a movcment as rapidly as 
possible by the left flank, 100 as to retire back on or neal' the Gol(ls· 
borougll road, but the Federals effected a junction so quickly as to eap­
tme sO\l1e of lily men and to cut oft Col. A. Searcy alld Lieutenaut­
Oolonel Hall, of the Forty-fifth 'l'ennessee VOlunteers, and Major.roy· 
ner, of the Eighteenth Tennessee Volunteers, with anot,her portion. 
These officers, with fifty of my men and small detachmelIts from other 
commands of our mmy, after having remained in real' of Shernmn's 
army for nine days, made tl1eir way around the enemy's left fian k and 
r~joined the brigade on yesterday with the four stand of colors of the 
"Tenllessee consolidation" cut oft' with them. Tbis refluired on their 
part very great adroitness, determination, courage, and cu(lum,nce, 
and, aside from their gallant and meritorious couduet thnmgllont the 
fight, jnstly entitles them to the lligbest distinction as soldiers. 

Immediately on retiring from the position jnst described T ullitcd the 
two wings of my brigade, and, by order' of Major-General Stevellson, 
moved to the support of' Brigadjer-Gelleral P ett,us. 

At 11 o'clock that night this cornmand, with the whole flt·my: retired 
to the position fil'st described in this report. My brigade, however, 
was placed in reserve after arriviug there. 

I captured aud sent to the rear 41') priRoners, besideR .10 of their 
wounded, which I also sent to the real' durillg" the day's operations. 

l\1y losses during tIle fight were 13 killed, 113 wounded, and 55 cap· 
tured, making- ill all 181. The enemy's los:>. 1 (un satisfied, was grea.ter, 
espeeially in killed. 

Among others of my killed was Lieut,. 001. A . F. Boggess, of the 
Twenty-sixth Tellnessee Volunteers, wuo fell in the gallant discharge 
of his duties, a noble specimen of the man, officer, and soldier. 
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Col. R 1\1. Saffell, Twenty-sixth Tennessee Volunteers, being a super­
numerary otlicer, volunteered with Colonel l~shby's cavalry, to resist the 
enemy attellJptiug to tUl'll om left 1~a,nk on th~ 21st, and was killed while 
galla.ntly leading a chm'ge and repulsing them. 

Capts. Gideon H. I,owe and \V. T. Powers and Lient. B'. R Burn~, of 
my sta.ff, each behaved with distingnished gallantry. Captain Lowe 
was severely wouuded early in t.he lwtion. 

Capt. G. W. F . . Harper, commandiug Fifty-eighth North Carolina; 
Capt. Eli Spangler, commanding Fifty-folIrth Virginia, alld Lieut. Col. . 
C. H. Lynch, commandillg Sixty-third Virginia and Sixtieth North 
Cal'olilla, cadI handled their commallds with ability and bore themselves 
hallC1Rolllely through tile day, as did Colonel Searcy aud the officers 
ullder him, commalJding "Tennessee consolidation." 

With considerations of very high regard, major, I have t.he honor to 
submit this report. and am. your obedient serva.nt" 

J. B. P ALMEH., 
B rigadier- Gencral. 

Maj. JOHN .J. nEEVE, 
Assistant Ailj~(tant· General. 

No. 296. 

Report of 111c(j. Gen. Edward C. fV(tltha.ll, C. S. Anny, of opcrations 
March 19. 

HE ADQll ARTERS VVAL'I'HALL'S DIVISION, 
STEWAR1"S CORPS, ARMY OF TEN:'iESSEE, 

AIJ1·n 8 , 186.'5. 
I respectfully submit the followillg report of the part taken by the 

COJllllHtlHt in tile actioll near Bentonville, N. C.: 
IiJarly in the morning of the 19th of March, with Reynolds' alld Quarles' 

brigades, commallded respectively by Brig. Geus. D. n. Ueyuolds and 
George D. JollDston, I followed IJoring's division to the point, about 
two miles alld a half from the village of Bentonville, selected for the 
lil1e of' uattle. Arrivillg there 1 was informed by Lieutellant-General 
St,ewa.rt, commandill g the Army of Tennessee, that Loring's divisiou 
would form in tlte woods to the right of a field Hear uy, where several 
batteries were posted, alllI that other troops were already in position to 
the left of it. H e had at tile same time directed me to put my com­
mand in the woods on the left of the field to protect the artillery. 
'While getting into this position Brigadier·General neynolds, wlto COIl1­
manded Illy leadillg brigade, was severely wouuded by a shell from tlte 
enerny's arti.llery, whieh opened a brisk tire upon the Ilead of my 
eolumn as soon as it was discovered, alld the commalld of his brigado 
devolved upon. Col. H. O. BUI\II, Fourt.h Arkallsas Reg·iment. 

I notified Major·General LoriJlg tha t I was ill position on the left of 
t.lle field by orders from Lieutel1ant·-General Stewart, and about 2.20 
o'e!ock was informed by him that the whole lille would move forward 
precisely a.t 2.45. His ill st·I'uetions to me were so to move that after 
crossing the field before me my right should I'ltrikc a point indicated in 
tlt e woods beyond where it was supposed the left of Loring's division 
would arrive by the time I reached it, and that theu my command in 
advallcing should guide right, uuless, however, the comma.nds 011 my 
right and left should so cOllyerge il1 advancing as to cover tile ground 
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in my front, and in tllat event he directed me by moving to the right to 
put my troops in ~mpportof Loring's. 'l'his result was anticip~1tetl from 
the general direction of the linel:), the line of the Army of Tennessee, 
of wllich my command was the extreme left, and th<l,t of the troops to 
the left of me forming all obtuse angle, with the point of union where 
those troops and mine connected. At the appointed time I put my 
command in motion and moved across the field, under a slight fire of 
the ellemy's artillery, 300 or 400 yards, when skirmishers were enconnt­
ered in their detached works. These were driven off by the skirmish 
line covering my front under Capt. ~. C. W OOdSOll, Twenty-sixth 
[Twenty-fifth1Arkansas l~egiment., and my line in its advance (the con­
tingencyabove referrerl to not having occurred) soon connected with 
Loring's near the point indicated. About 250 yards from where I found 
his skirmishers I came upon the enemy's ma.in line intrenched, which 
was easily carried, the troops retreating in disorder and leaving about 
200 of their nUlllber in tbe ditdleR. Having no men to spare to guard 
tbem, tbese prisoners were ordered to tbe rear and the line moved for­
ward toward two pieces of artillery in its hont, which kept up a con­
stant tire upon it.. The men soon fled from their guns and I moved on, 
my left brigade (Quarles') passing over tbem, till the density of the 
undergrowth and the rapid pursuit so deranged my line that it became 
neces~;a,ry t..) rectity it before advancing farther. The troops on my 
right were halted for the same purpose, and after the line was reformed 
I again moved forward with them by the order of Major·General Lor­
ing, Illy instructions being to reg"ulate DIy movement by theirs. After 
ad vancing a short distance Loring's division moved several hundred 
yards by Ule right flank aud then forward again, to which movements I 
conformed. Information was SOOIl received that a force of the enemy 
was immediately on my left, which was communicated to Major-General 
Loring, mid before the messenger returned my left flank was fired upon. 
In a few moments I was informed by General Loring that the whole 
line would halt till further orders, and I directed Colonel Tonlmin, 
[Twenty-second] Alabama Regim.entzwbo just before had reported to TIle 
with about fifty men of Deas' brigade, to take pOSition on my left and 
deploying his command to throw it back so as to protect my flank. 
Wbile this di:::.positioll was being made some troops of Lee's corps 
retired turough my line and Loring's, and the enemy soon moved upon 
us. The tirst line failing to carry our position, a second was brought 
up, which also failed, and a heavy musketry fire was kept up till nearly 
(lH,rk on either side, the enemy also employing his artillery, but with 
Iittle effect. 

About sUllset, Colonel Bunn baying been wounded, the command of 
Reynolds' brigade devolved on Lieut. Col. M. G. Galloway, First Arkan­
sas Regiment lMounted Rifles, dismounted]. 

About dark, COllner's brigade, under Brigadier-General Kennedy, 
moved IIpon the line occupied by my command and Loring's, and the 
latter, whose lJ.luJlluuition was exhausted, as I had been informed by 
the commanding oificer, Colonel Jackson, was withdrawn, and so much 
of Conner's brigade as moved upon the line occupied by that command 
witbdrawn soon afterward. The remainder of Conuer's brigade (one 
regiment, I think) moved forward a short distance, but by my order 
was soon withdrawn and formed on my right, which wa,s then entirely 
open, the nearest troops to my right, understood to be P ettus' brigade, 
being" several llllllcl red yards distant. 'Vhile this formation was beillg 
made the for"ee on my left engaged Dens' skirmi8h line, and it became 
neeessary for the left of my line to change front to meet the tltrefl,tencd 
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attack. Such was the condition of things when firing ceased along 
the lines on my left, and tIle enemy were soon busily engaged in forti­
fying before me. The regiment of Conner's brigade which was formed 
on my right having been withdrawn, I covered my right flank with 
skirmishers and remained in my posit,ion till 10.45 o'clock, wlJen, by 
Major·General Loring's orders, I withdrew to the point fi'om which I 
moved when the line first advl'l>nced. 

It would be unjust to my brigade commanders and the officers and 
men of their commands were I to withholfl an es.pression of my high 
appreciation of their services and conduct in this action. I alllyaward 
them wlJat is their due when I state that not one among them failed to 
do his entire duty in every respect and to tlJe fullest extent. 

The wound received by Brigadier-General Reynolds just as he came 
upon the field, which resulted in the loss of a limb, deprives the coun­
try for a time of the services of a valuable officer, who, during four 
years of faithful service, has been distinguished for his iutelligellce and 
skill no less than for his gallantry on every field where he has been 
before the enemy. 

" . Lieut. A. F. Smith, acting assistant inspector·general, and Private 
E. D. Clark, Fourth Louisiana Regiment, acting assistant adjutant. 
general (both of whom were wounded), and Lieut.l{'. A. Smith, Or(l11ance 
officer, were with me on the field, and Illy thanks are due them for the 
efficient manner ill which their duties were performed. 

B,eports of brigade commanders, with lists of casualties,· are here­
with forwarded. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. C. W ALTHALIJ, 

JJ£ajo-r- Genera.l. 
Maj. R. W. MILLSAPS, 

Acting Ass'ista,nt Adj1lta.nt- Gene-mi. 

No. 297. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Gcorge D. Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding 
(Juarles' brigade, of operations Jlfareh 19. 

HEADQUARTERS QUARLES' BRIGADE, 
March 20, 18(/5. 

CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders, I have the bonor to submit the fol­
lowing report of the part taken by Qua.rles' brigade ill the action of the 
19th instant: 

A short while after sunrise on the morning of the 19th instant the 
brigade took up the line of m~l.I'ch from Bentonville for the field of bat­
tle; after reaclJing which it was placed 111 line 011 tibe left of Gelleral 
Heynolds' brigade, near the road leading from Bentonville to the 
battle-field. 

At 2.45 p. m. the divil.-;ion was moved.to the attack of the enemy, who 
were occupying -works in our front and to the right of the road referred 
to. 'fhe attack was made ill right spirit and good order under heavy 
artillery and small-arm fire, and two of the enemy's hues of battle were 
driven promptly from their position and from the field. Two field 
pieces and quite a number of prisoners were passed by here, but 110 halt 
was allowed or taken to possess and carry back these captures. They 

• Not fOllud , uut se" cIlflsoliliated ~t.atelUellt, p. 1060. 
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were tu,kell po:,;ses:,;ioll of oy others after wc left them. 'rhe ellcmy were 
pursued for neal' a mile beyolld t.lle works, whell, the lincs becoming 
confused from the energy ot' the pLll'snit, a lla.Jt was orden)d for refor­
matioll. After formation our brigade, with H.eYllolds', was moved t{) 
t11e left of the road and held for a f'.hOl't while in reserve, but soon we 
wcre ordered forward agaill, aud retil'ing hues of our troops meeting us 
and passing through, reporting the enemy advancing in beavy force, a 
position was 	selected and ill a few ITlOments our division was again 
engaged. The :lontest here was very stuoborn, the ellcmy bringing Ill' 
two lines ofbattlo 01' lllore; out 1I0t au ineh was given them, and not a 
straggle!' nlong the liue was to be Xf\en. The men fOllght with exceed· 
ing gallantry amI (!OOlliess. The figh tillg here lasted for two holUs or 
more. 

About nightfall, a fresh brigade (Connpr'f,) of GeneraIlVIcLa.ws' divis· 
ion coming' lip, OLlr brigade, with R.cynolds', was moved a little to the 
left, connecting on the right wit,h COllT\( ~I"S and fronting t<J the left to 
resil:;t an attack wbif~b had been thre,Ltcned by the enemy during the 
whole figlltjust alluded to on this exposed flank, which had been cov· 
ered during tbe tight by a f'lkirmish Jiue fmlU OIlI' division and It portion 
of Dca::;' o['igade (report,jug at this time temporarily to Major·General 
Walthall). .Deas' brigade was then withdrawn, and about all hour ill 
t11e night Conner's was withdrawll, which neeessitated the deployment 
of the two brigac1es as skirmisher's to covel' the ground occupied by 
them. The brigade, with H.eynolds', remained ill this position ulltil 11 
o'clock at night, wben, by orderf'l, it was withdrawn. 

'rhe brigade ca,rrierl iuto this action ninety-ollc guns, and it~ casu· 
alties are 1 man killed , 5 officers and 17 JUen wounded, and 1 mall miss· 
ing. 

I will melltion af'l worthy of cOlUpliment for good couduct Lieut. R. 
"'IV. Banks, acting aF'f'listant ad.intaut.·general, alld Lieut. J. H. Hainer, 
acting assistall t inspector·general, actiug on my staff'. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient serva.nt,
(mo. D. JOHNSTON, 

Brigadie1" General, Commanding (Junrles' Brigade. 

Capt. W. R. BARKSDALE, 
Assistant A dju tan t- General. 

No. 298. 

Report of Col. 	IJenl'Y G. Bunn, F O'll.1'th Arkansa.s b?fantry, eommanding 
Reynolds' Br·igade, of operations Jl fan;/t 1.9. 

HEA.D~UAlt'l'ER.s REYNOLDS' BHIGADE, 
March 28, 1865. 

SIR: I haNc the honor to snblllit the following report of the opera· 
tions of H.cYlIolch;' bl'ip:a'(le 111 t·lle engagel!lellt of the 19th illstaut ill 
front of Belltonville, .N, C., viz: 

While maneuvcring' to take pOf'lition on the rig'ht of General Hoke's 
division, aoout 1'1 a. m. 011 the 10tb, Brig'. Gen. D. B. Reynolds 
reeeived a wound (from whicLI he subsequelltly lost :1 leg), and I was 
immediately placed in cOlUmand of bis brigade, . Ollr position proper 
was iu an open Jield aud supporting oue or two batteries of a.rtillery. 
but owiug to the exposed situatioll, with 13rig·adier·Gcneral Johuston I 
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was ordered to take position for the time al>ollt 200 yards in rear of 
General Hoke's right, witlt instructions to sllpport the artillery in the 
open field in case of an attack by the enemy. 

.At 2.4;,) p . . m:, with Brigadier.General Johnston ou my left, I was 
ordered to adnlllce simultaneously with General IIoke, Oil our left, and 
General Loring, on Illy rigbt, to attack the ellelllY ill iIis position, and 
in case the line of advance of the above'llamed dh'ision SllOUlu so C011­

verge uuring the ad vauce as to take up the line allotte(l to Illy command 
I waS ordered to form ill reserve to General Iloring. With Brigadier­
General Johnston I advanced, obli(]uing to the right through the open 
field, direeting my right to Geneml Loring's left General Hoke not 
moving simultaneously, I continned to occupy the line to the lett of Gen­
eral Loring, iu the meantime driving the enemy fl'om his temporary 
works. Brigadier-General Jollllston ~tud I continued to advance rap­
idly uutil we reunited with Geneml Loring's advance line, where, haJt­
iug a short time to reform, we charged and drove the euemy from his 
main works and pursued llirn several huu<lre<l yards. 

The whole line at length was halted to reform, where I remained 
until about 4 p. 111., when, in conjunction with tbe commands ill the 
main line, I adva,nced about half a mile through a swamp inulldated, 

Having taken a position at length, Brigadier-General ,Johnston's and 
my brigade fOfmillg the lett of that position of the li11e, about [) p. m. 
the enemy in olle or two liues of battle attacked and attempted to drive 
us from our unprotected position; but our Hlell stood firm, not a lllall 
leaving his post except the wounued. At this poiut the contest was 
more obstinate and the musketry more terrific than at any other time 
of the engagement. Having' received a sligh t wound, I retired fhHl1 the 
field at t -"ilight. 

In eonneetioll with this report I h::we to say that Iteynolrls' l>rigade 
eOllducted itself with that gall~tlltry and spirit which has ever distin­
guished it ill battlc. Officers and lIlen (lid their duty nobly. I could 
mention st~veral instances of persollal courage all(l daring. bnt mallY 
equally deserving, doul>tless, I could not umler the circumstances 
obserye. 

My thanks a,re due Lieut. F. vY. Ita,gland, aide-de-camp, aud my only 
staff otlicer, for his gallant services durillg the day. 

My lossia this engagement was as follow::;, viz: Killed, 7; wounded, 
33; missing, 1; total, 41. My effecti ve fo['ce previous to the engage­
ment was about 11,)0. 

1 am, captain, yery respectfully, ,your obedient serYant, 
H. G. BUNN, 

Oolonel, Oomma-nll-inrl Re-ynold~' Brigw7e. 
Capt. E. D. CLARK, 

Acting A ssistant Adjutant-General. 

No. 290. 

Report of Jlfa;j. Gen. lVillimn B. Ra.te, C. S. A 'I"Illy , of opemt-ions 
11farch 19. 

HEADQ ARTERS RA'I'E'S DIVISION, 
In the Field, ?l ea,,. Smithfield, N. C., .Ma,/"ch 28, 186:,). 

COLONEL: In ohedience to orden; from headqnartcrs of th e Army of 
Tennessee I have the honor to snbmit the following as the offi~ial report 
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of the participat.ion of that pOf"tion of Cheatham's COI'pS uuder Illy com· 
lUand in the battle of Belltonville on tbe 10th instant: 

Cbeatham's division did not arrive until after t[1O battle. Cleburne's, 
under Brig. Gen. James A. Smith, and Bate's (my) divisiou, under com· 
Uland of Colonel Kenan, of the Florida, brigade (neither of them com· 
plcte, however, ill strength), constitutillg tbat pa.rt of the corps presen t, 
and ullder my command, left camps Jlear Slllitl.lIield Depot on the 18th 
instant, and after an exhausting march of fifteen or twenty miles went 
into oivouac, after night, near Bentonville. 

Ou tbe morning of ,the 19th the corps resumed 1Il0tion about 9 o'clock, 
and SOlIl~ three miles distant from Bentonville went into positioLl ou 
the extreme rigb t of the army and ill pl'Oloug-ation of Lee's corps. 
"\"Vhile for'millg my line my extreme left, Govan's brigadl\, commauded 
by Col. 1'. V. Green, of the [Fifth] Arkansas Regiment, was suddenly 
and fiereelyassaulted. The enemy, with vigor, pushed up within thil'ty 
yards of this part of the liue, which, fortunately, [,ad been established, 
but after a sbarp engagement wa,s repulsed aud precipitated from the 
field, leaving his dead and wounded. My lines were soon adjll$ted and 
orea-st- works COllstructed. 

I received orders fl'Om Lieutenant·General Hardee in perSOll early in 
the afternoon to advance and attack the enemy in my front. Having 
just retul'lled fi.·om a close and a,ecnrate reconuaissance, in wbich I as('er· 
tained that the left of the enemy's line, at least his frout line, did not 
exteml connectedly at all beyolld my right, and there being a division 
(Taliaferro's) lying in reserve ill my immediltte rear, I urged that it 
make a detour, passing beyond my eXitreme rigllt, and be thrown upon 
tile left flank of the enemy. 'This was adopted and the time of Ol1r 
acIvallee deferred half au hour, tha.t the flanking divilSiolllUight get in to 
position before the front attack was made. At the designated time my 
command was promptly moved off, Cleburne's division composing the 
first and my division the second line of battle. In front of the right of 
the line there was an open fidd and frontillg the center and left a pine 
forest. The right brigade (Srnith'8) of the front line in advancing 
obliqued too far to the left, iu order to g-et under cover of the timber, 
and caused a momentary confusion ill this line just as it received the 
first volley from the enemy behiud Ilis defenses, whicll ill my immedi· 
ate front was only a few hundred yards. Tllis liue staggered and 
delayed for a few moments under this fire, whereul-l0n the secoud line, 
being ordered, approached ill such fine spirit and order a.s to reassure 
tile first and excite an emulation which caused the first line to move 
rapiuly forward directly on the works. His strong defeuses were canied 
with a shout and a bound, and he rapidly driven in confusion. 'fhese 
defenses were continuous alld well constructed, located about 800 yards. 
in frout ofonI' breast· works; on a slight eminence, with a S III all creek in 
rear. ·Witbout delay he was steadily pursued. The left·oblique move­
ment Oil the right of the front liue at the start exposed that flank to a 
rigllt·olJIiqne tire (as Tali,l.ferro's division had uot got around), which 
necessitated my moving the second line and forming it 011 the right of 
the first and in contilluation thereof. My whole cOlllmand, witi.t double 
line of skirmishers thrown forward, in one line advanced in incompar· 
able style, driving tile enemy from his secolld Jiue of works and other 
cllosen places. He made au obstinate stand ill rear of a road parallel 
to and more til an a mile distant from bis ol'iginal line, repelling and 
driving us for a short distance. Our line of battle being readjusted the 
advance was ordered, and, though hi8resistance was determined, he was 



1107 CHAP. LIX.] THE CA11PAIGN OP THE CAROLINAS. 

driven back beyond a slouglI, wlIiclI served for a time as a kind of breast­
work to our persi::;tellt pursuit. Our line clearcd it, however, with but 
little dela.y, and was still advancing "'lIen I was ordered by General 
Hardee, tlIrough a stall' officer, to baIt and await furtber orders before 
moving. My command when halted was some distance iu adva.JlCe of 
our maiu liue of battle. The left of the flanking division baving been 
driven back, my rigbt was again exposed. 'fo guard against a flank 
movement in that direction, and in order t~ relieve it from isolation aud 
conuect with main line on my left, I retired it amI placed the Second 
Tennessee Regiment [Provi::;ional Army1 in advallce, with its right 
thrown back as a guard to its exposed flank. The enemy was in view, 
and ta king advantage ofthis retrograde movement, turned and advanced 
upon us, bnt after a sharp contest was driven back agaill, which repulse 
we ill turn followed up until re·enforcements came to his assistance, by 
the aid of w11icb be drove us back a short distance and formed a strong 
line, wbich our single line was too weak, from casualties aud exhaustion, 

. to sllccessfnllyattack. 'l'he two opposing lines beiug in easy rifle range 
kept up a constant tire. 'fhese facts I made known and renewed my 
application for re-cnforccments to enable me to advance. McLaws' 
divisi01l after slIudown passed through my lines and halted a few paces 
in its front. Had these fresh troops been thrown in an hour earlier onr 
victory would have ueeu more cOlllplete and more fruitful of advallta.ge. 
The firing continued Ulltil cla.rk. l\fy lines remained stationary until 
about 9 o'clock that night, when, in obedience to orders, we buried our 
dead, cared for our wounded, and retul'Ded to our intreuched lines. 

III this battle there were but few stragglers from my command, and 
not a man stopped to plunder the knapsacks of the enemy, which were 
lying iu uumuers behiud his breastworks. 

1 am mueh indebted to otficcrs and men of the corps for their prompt 
and gallant conduct. Though entering this fight after a long and 
wearisome trip, a retreat ti:om a disastrous field, few in numbers, with­
out the complement of officers, and much embarrassed for the want of 
efficient reorganization, tbe eorps not only exhibited the inna.te metal 
of its material alld maintained its aneiell t battle prestige, uut encircled 
its urow anew with laurels gathered from tbe Atlantic slope. 

I cannot confer too much commendation upon my division com­
manders Brig. Gen. James A. Smith and Colonel Kenan, of [Sixthl 
Florida Regiment, both of whom were equal to every emergency, and 
iuspired their commands by the proper example. (Jolonel Kenan lost 
a leg at the close, in the tbickest of the fight, which deprives the coun­
try of the services of a most gaUant and efficieut officer. 

I am douuly grieved to mourJI, in conjunctioll with other casualties, 
tlle loss of the young, gallant, and lamented commau<ler of 'fyler's uri­
gade, Bate's division, Maj. VV. H. Wilkinson. For four years under 
my eye he has borne himself with modest grace, becoming digllity, and 
marked gallantry. He fell at the head of his brigade, leading the last 
charge of the day. 

I am indebted to Colonel Moore, of North Carolina, for assistance as 
volunteer aide on this occasion. 

'fo no one of my comllland am I more especially indebted than Capt. 
J. Cobbs, of the [Fortieth] Alabama Regiment, who was on duty with me 
as assistant. adjutant-general. vVhen his horse wa,s killed under him 
he prompt.ly took his place on foot and continued the discharge of lds 
duty with persistent energy and peerless resolution. 
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Lieut. Bradford Nichol, acting ordnance officer for the corps, merits 
special Dotice in tllis report for the incolnpara,ble energy and efficiency 
ill g'etting, under embarrassing circumsta.nce~, transportation for and 
furnishing timely supplies of nrnmullition. 

To J)r. George i\L .McDowell, chief surgeon, 1 tellder myaclmowl­
edgmellts for the skill , encrgy, and success displayed in his depart­
ment. 

A list, of casualties has heretofore, as per order, been forwarded to 
your oltice.· It exhibits a loss of little more than 25 per cent of the 
number t'llgaged. 

For further particnlars allow me to respeetfully refer to the reports 
of my brigade eommanders. . 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. B. BATE, 

J£ajor. Gene'NLl, Oommanding. 

No. 300. 

Report of Brig. Gen. ,Tames A. Smith, O. S. A1'my, commanding Cleburne's 
ili~'ision, of operat'ions 1\farch 1.9. 

HEADQUAR'fERS GI,Elll RNE'S DIVISION, 
Jl{(('?"ch 27, 186'.5. 

SIR: In obedience to instructions from headqum'tcrs Cheatham's 
corps, dated Marell 22, 1865, .I have the hOllor to snbmit the following 
report of the part taken by tllis tli vi~ioll in t he action uear Bentouville, 
N. e., 011 the 19th in'>tallt: 

Ollly two of the brig-ades of the division (Gordon's and my own) were 
engaged, the other two (Lowrey's alld Gra.nbury':;;) being still ill the 
rear, and did not reach the bat.tle-tield uuW the next day. I was 
placed iu pOl:'ition 011 t·he right of Clayton's division, Govan's brigade 
Oil the left and Smith's on the right. iHy lines hr~d been formed but a 
few minntes, amI I was proc('eding to fortify, when the enemy sl;tddenly 
appeared ill onr front, pnshing II is lines up to within thirty or forty 
paces of my left. He was, however, soon forced to retrace his steps ill 
confusion, leaving a number of IIis dead and wounded ill our posses­
sion. l\fy breast· work was soon completed. 

I received an order to be in readiness to ad va,nce at 12.45 p. m. 
Owing to the difl1clllty in getting over the aba.tis in front of my brigade 
the movement wa.s not sinlUl talleons along the line, and the consequence 
was this l.>rigae]e diel not C0l110 lip as promptly as it should llave done. 
After advancing abont 200 yrtrds .tho enemy opened a heavy fire on 
us from his works about 400 ill our front. Tllis fire only staggered 
us t()l' the moment; a,nother mOlllcnt he was driven ill great disorder 
from his strongly.intrenched position. The pursuit was -kept up until 
we had re~1Ched a rortdl'unning parallel with our works and about a 
mile from them. Here the line wa.s halted to reform. Advancing again 
we ellconuter('tl the ellemy 300 or 400 yards iii our front. This time his 
resistal1(:e was more stubborn, n nd bringing up fresh troops he was 
enabled to drive lUI It short distance. Ri8 sucees~, however, was olily 
temporary, as he was in tnI'll driven ncros: HIe slongh about 200 yards 

• Sell consolidated st.atcHH'nt" p . lOGO. 
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in front of the first. BCl'C, owing to the depletion of our ranks from 
ca.sualties a.ml straggling, we were forced to ha.lt alHi aw;tit the enelllY's 
advance. He SOOIl appearcd in our advlluce, Imt was easily checked. 
Conld tbe re-enforcements that were a.fterward oronght llP Imve been 
put in at tbis time .I donut Ilot that onr success wOllldhave been com­
plete. 'l'hey di(lllot, however, cOllie up until just uefore dark, ",heu it 
was too late fo\" them to accomplish but little. 

1\'Iy lines rmnailletl in t his positioll until after night, wheu I was 
onlered to withdraw to the position oecupiecl ill tbe morning. 

The troops under my counuund, with bnt few execpt,ions, a.cted with 
that gallantry and daring' whieh has ever characterized them on the 
field . 

.My thanks are specially due 001. P. V. Green, cOll"lman<ling" Govan's 
brigade; Lient. S.P. Hallly, acting assistant adjutant-general, and .M. 
II. Hopkins, acting assist<1ut inspector-general, for the zeal and energy 
displayed by them 011 this o(~ca.sion. 

For flU'ther details you are respectfully refel'I'etl to the accompauyillg 
reports of brigade cOIDlIlUnders. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obediellt servant, 
J. A. SMITH, 

Brigadier- General, CommancUng. 
Capt. J. COUBS, 

Acting AssilJtant Ailjntant-General. 

No. ;~01. 

Repvl't of Brig. Gen. John D. Kennedy, C. S . Army, commanding Con 
ncr's brignde, of operations jl1arch 19. 

IIEADQUAl~'J'E1~S OONNEU!S BRIGADE, 
Camp near Smithfield, N. 0., MlI't'ch 81,1865. 

OAP'I'AIN: .I respectfully submit th e followillg- report of the part . 
taken by t,u.is brig-ade ill th e action neal' Bentollville, N. 0., l\larch 19, 
1805: 

By order of M~\jor-General McLaws I formed line of' battle ill an 
open field on the right of a roa(l intersecting the main Fayetteville and 
Goldsborougb roads. The enemy shelled us so vigorously that I moved 
the line to a set of temporary works in the edge of the wood in our 
front. 'l'his was about 5 p. m. 

vVe remained at this point until near G p. m., wben J,ieutenant-Col­
onel Roy, of Lieutenallt-General Hanlee's stati', ordered me to advance 
in the direetiou of the firing". I did so, obliquing to tbe left so as to 
uncover Hanisoll's brigade, which had illlmooia,tely preceded me in the 
same direction. This oblique movement was performed very hand­
somely by the brig-lule under a terrific shelling. On approaching the 
musketry fire I halted the brig-ade, the left of it extellding- across the 
auove-nlCnt;ioned road, the eentcr almost on it. l"I~j. Gen. D. H. Rill 
directed me to march to Major-General W ctl thaU's left a nd join on to 
him. A staff officer was sent to show me where to extend. The bri­
gade wa s then fronted and moved to the hne, but iIlstead of extending 
to the left of Walthall's line ouly a part of the brigade did so-about 
one regiment, certainly not more than two; the rest of' it came up to a 
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line where troops (I took to be WaltlJall'R) were. The fire of the enemy 
wa.s not very sever'e. The slUoke was so thiek that it was impossible 
to sce ten ya.rds ahead, hence I could form nO idea of the fiH'ce of the 
enemy in my front. 1'he enemy attempted a flank movement once only, 
but I regarded it as a weak one. I then had the Second South Caro 
lina Regiment, Lieutenant·Colonel 'Wallace commanding, wheeled 
about so as to form almost a right angle with the front line and on an 
extellsion of a line l\1a,jor·General Walthall bad established. Lieu­
tenant-Colollel vVallaee executed the movement witlr his accustomed 
skill and gallantry. The accompanying cliagram will explain what I 
was of our lines. 

Darkness ensued without any change of the programme. I ordered 
a cbargc ollce at the center of the brigade, so as to move the whole 
forward, but the dense smokc, approach of niglrt, and uncertaintics 
of my left flank (no one being on it) made me desist from the movement. 

After dark, when the action had ceased, by order of Major-General 
MeLaws, T drcw the brigade back to the poiut woencc it had started. 

The regimental cOlUlIIanderR, their subalterIls, and the men conducted 
themselves well, and all deserve my warmest approbation. I beg leave 
to particularly mention the gallantry allCI efficiency of Capt. C. R. 
Holmes, assistant adjutaut-general; Lieutnnal1t Harllee, acting assist­
ant inspector-general; Lieutenant Sill, acting on staff, and of C. Keni­
sou, acting aide-dc-camp. Also the good conduct and coolness in bear­
ing dispatelles of Sergeant Blake and Corpora,l Pinckney, of tbe Sec­
ond South Carolina Hegiment. Lieutenant-Colonel Roy, when we 
advanced, was for a time on the left of the llrigade gallantly inspirit­
ing the mell. I am indebted to Capt. 1\'[. P. King, assistant inspector­
p:eneral, of 1\1a,jol'-GenemIMeLaws' staff, for assistance rendered me in 
bringing out tile brigade. 

The brigade had 44 men killed and wounded and 5 missing. 
I llave the honor to be, capta.in, your obedient servant, 

JNO. D. KENNEDY, 
Brigadier- Genera,l, Commanding. 

Capt. n.. w. B. ELLIOT'!', 
Assistant A djutant- General. 

Front, line. 
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(Inclo, "re.] 

R eport of casualties in Conner's /)) 'igade in the C1!.'Ja.gcmcllt 'II car BentondUe, N. C., 

Jllan:h 19. 
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l~,espectfully ~ubllljtted. 
JNO. D. KENNED Y, 

Bri,qadi e'r- OeneraJ, C(nnmanding. 
HEADQUARTERS CONNER'S BRIGA])E, 

jllareh 20, .186:3. 

No. 302. 

RepM-t (~l J~1'i(J. G,;1/.. 	 Zach-. O. D eas, C. S . / lrmy, of opera.tion.s Feb· 
1'1U! 1'Y .12. 

HEADQUAR,TRRS, 
.Je.tfcoat's Bridge, F ebruary .12, 1865. 

IHA.JOR: I ran a piece of arWlel'Y into tbe swamp and (Irove tllC 
enemy on both sides of the road into the swamp. A s soon as I with­
drew tlJe piece the enemy crosHed over a htrge force. I am satisfied 
from all I learn they are flanking me, mid will consequeutly retire at 
d ark, notitjrillg Colonel Dibrell of it, a,ud also Colonel Cm'tel'. Tbe 
road to Orangeburg passes very near the swamp, and will be in the 
bands of the enemy as S0011 as I retire. I hope I a.Jll not withdrawing 
too soon, but think the safety of my command depends on my action. 

Yours of 1.15 p. m. this moment received. I deem tbe holdillg of this 
place until to· morrow au impossibility. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedieut servant, 
Z. C. DEAS, 

Bl'ig(uHcr-General. 
Maj.•J. vV. l1A'l'GHFORD, ASlli.~tant Ailjuta:nt-Genm'al. 

No. 303. 

Reports (!( hieut. Gen. 	TlTa,de Ha.mp ton, C. S. Army, c01l11nand'in,rJ Ca.va.lry, 
oj operations Jlfareh 7- :25. 

NEAR GRASSY PLACE FORD, jlfa1'ch 7, 18(;5-4 p. 111., 

GENERAL: I have succeeded with great difficulty in getting most of 
my command across the river to·day, HomI I hope the whole of it will be 
·over to·night. 'l'lle :Fourteenth Corps was crossing at Wall's Ferry 
laRt evening, that corps being OIl the left. Kilpatrick is now at Bock­
ingham. General Wheeler killed t.ell of bis men a few hours ago, and 
drove tbe rest close up to the town. I sllal! get everyt.hing together 
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near Lere to-night, and then be rea.dy to moye as circumsta.nce. require. 
I wish to have Butler with me, so as to operate to more advantage. 
Can you not let lIIe have n, sma.]! battel'Y till mine eornes up 1 I am 
liOW llear Bethel Cblll'eh, on tIle road to l~.ockillg· balll, and three miles 
below Grassy Island Ford. As soon as my command can be eoncell­
trated I shall move round the left flank of the enemy to his front. Do 
let me hear fi:om you. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W ADB llAMPTON. 

LieutOIl an t-General HARDEE. 

LASSELLE'S BOUSE, NEAR IN'rEl{SEC'l'ION OF 
SMITHFIELD AND GOLDSllOROUGH ROADS, 

Jllu,reh 17, 186'5-7'.15 a. 'In. 

GENERAL: I find the enemy on the roads leading from Starling's 
alld Gmham's Bridges. 'fhey camped last night where the road frOIll 
the latter to Goldsborough Cl'osse:; the Cliutoll ltnd Smithiielll road. 
I shall leave a strong picket a,t J\'IcDollald's Cross-Roads, with dircc­
tiol\l:; to fall back, iffol'ced to do so, on the Smithfield road, thus eover­
ing yOUl' line of march. The rest of the force here I shall put on the 
Goldsborough road to assist ill covering that point. If allY portioll of 
my comlll,l,nd ii; ltOW on the Smithtleld road, and you can spare it, do 
send it 011 to Goldsborough road to join me. I shall be on the latter 
road to-day. If General Wheeler is with you will you advise him of 
my movementi\ '! 1 should like to hear the result of your fight yester­
day. I hope it was snccessful, and that your casualties were light. 

WADE HAlVIP'fON, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Lieutenant-General HARDEE. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
One jlf-ilc west of Cole'8 House, jlfarch 18, 1865-:2.JO p. m. 

GENERAL: I took position at this place, tlle junctioll of the fayette­
ville auel Goldsborough with the A verasborough and Goldsborough 
roads, two hours ago, and have been skirmishing with the enemy since. 
I can hold him here for severa.} hours more and I do llot think his 
advance will get beyond this point to-night. One ; egiment was sent 
on the Smithfield road with directions to watch the enemy and report 
all his movements to yon. lie may push one co!umn up that road in 
bopes of erossiug the river above and below Goldsborougb at the same 
time. 'Whceler can gnard all tbe roads leading toward Smithfield from 
west and south, and I have written to him to do so. As soon as he can 
spare ;1,IIY troops from tllat duty I wish tlJem to join me. The infantry 
have not yet reached this point. I have not yet lea,rned the strellgth 
of the force opposed to me, nor what force it is, but I hope to get ~Ollle 
prisoners soon. I think the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps camped 
near Beamau's Cross-Hoads last night. 

WADE HAMPTON, 
L'ieutclta.nt- Gene'ral. 

General JOHNSTON. 

have not communicated with General Hardee since ~y last dis­
patch of hLSt night, as I do not know his position, and 1 suppose you 
keep him advised of all information. 

W.H. 

I 
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ON ]~OAD, Jfareh .l9, 18(]:)-1,'].15 p. m. 
(Received 1.45 p. m.) 

GENERAl,: ,,yith one regiment I alii tryillg to get to \;Vl1eeler, or on 
the flank of the ellemy. Butler is on the road behind yOIl, and a part 
of Dibrell's command. Stewart wrote jUiSt now tlIat the enelllY 
attacked him. 'l'aliaferro is just goiug in. I tbink whatever we do 
Rhould be doue quickly. Au advance of the line would break them, I 
think. 

Yours; very respectfully, 
WADI~ HAMPTON, 

L 'ielttenant- General. 
General JOHNSTON. 

HANK.iU'B CREEK, J)fareh 22, 18(;5-7.25 £I,. ?n. 

GENEIUL: TlIe new bridge over Mill Creek was lIot destroyed by the 
infalltry, and it would not burn. General Wheeler tlIrcw off the tiOOI'­
illg and did :,LJI he could to destroy it, but he says it cau easily be 
repaired, aud I suppose infantry can cross. The infantry did not cross 
till sllnrise, and tlIe encIllY pressed vVlIeeler np to the bridge. I am 
preparing the bridge for lmruiug. 

Very l'ciSpectfully, 
WADE HA::YIPTON, 

Lioutennnt- General. 
General J. E. JOHNSTON. 

SOU'l'H 1V[OCCAt5IN, jlfnreh /23,186'5-12.45 p. m. 
GENERAL: I forward a dispatch from Ashby, one of my best scouts. 

He is very accurate in his informatiou. I shall press and follow the 
enemy lip. 

J am, very respectfully, yours, 
WADE HAM:PTO~, 

.DiC'utenant- Genernl. 
General J. E. .JOHNSTON, 

Commanding. 

[Iuclosnrc] 

l\fARClI 23, 1865-12 m. 
Col. G .•J. WRIGH'l', 

Commnnding Young's Brigade: 
COLONEL: I lmve just taken tlIree Illore prisoners of the Fourteenth 

Corps, which they say is certainly movillg toward GoldiSborough. 
presume the force on your front to be simply a strong picket protecting 
tlIeir flallk. I am satisfied my report this mornini~' was coned. Your 
advance is now very near tbe flank of the enemy's lllarcbiug' column. 
I lIave not seen General Logan'iS sconts since 8 a. ID., but hear they are 
on my left, looking east. I will go down and report when I leal'll some­
thing which may be of importance. 

Very respectfully, your obeuient servant, 
W. L. ASHBY. 

I 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Jl{occ(!sin Creek, jlInn)h ,eN, 1S6':j-a.15 p. m. 

U]i;NF.l~AJ" : I struek a portion of t,lw 'l'weuty-iifth (colored) Corps 
this morning south of the creek. Theyattaeked me, bnt we repulsed 
them alld tiJen drove them two miles to their works, close to Cox's 
Bridge. They appear to he guarding- their pontoolls. Prisoners say 
that the Fourteenth and Seventeellth Corps are in Goldsborough, the 
Twentieth entering to-da.y, and the ]<'ifteellt.h in Tcar. I suppose 
this latter weut <lown on the other side of th e river. They expect to 
recruit here for two weeks. If the troops at Cox's Bridge remain t11ere 
to-morrow you could strike them to great ad vantage, and eould par­
tially dest.roy their pontoons. 'l'here is DO late news from "Wheeler. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 
WADE HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant- General. 

Geueral ,r. E. JOHNSTON, 
C01n'1nalldi;ny. 

1\.'I'JUNSON'S HO USE, March 25, 186.:-;-10.15 1I. 111. 

GE NERAL: G-cuera,l Wheeler 1'(~ports tha,t ;t force of the enemy yes· 
terday crossed t he Little ltiver at Kennedy's Bridge. I have directed 
General 'Wheeler to send a part of llis f()l'ce on the other side of IJittle 
River and wl"Lteh any movements of the enemy tiler-e. As soon as [ am 
sa.tisfied that the ellemy have retired 011 this road I will leave a picket 
011 it and Ihove the rest of mv force over to the other road. I a.m now 
holding .Moccasin Oreek. . 

Vel'Y respectfully, yoni' obedieJlt servant, 
vVADE HAMPTON, 

.lA.e1tiennut- Genm·al. 

General .J. E. JOITNSTON, 
CU'III11w.nding. 

AT! D·J:;N DA. 

Betltrlt of c{{'xuaUiC8 j.n the cavall'Y, Aiarch 18- 21, .1865. 

Kill cil. ~Missing. 

COIn1ll8Ilfl. 

: :: : ::: : :::::::::: : ::: : :::: ::::::I,__~ ~3 :::::: ::: : :!~: ~~ 
. ..... .. .. . . . .... ... . . . .... . ······1 15 1 10 I 70... . . . 18 113 

WADE HAiVIPTON, 
LieutlJ1utnt· Genera.l. 

~t;ti~h~;~~~::::: : 
Tot·nl... __ .. . ... 
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RCpOl·t of lH'isolierN captured b!l ellralr:>J frOIll .lSlh tl) 2 /.,1 .March, 180/;, inclu8ive. 

Captured hy _ Officers. Men. 

- - - - - - - -----------------1- - - -­
Wheeler's c Or]" . ... . ..... ... .. . ..... . ....... ..••• •. ••.....•. • . ... . .. • •. • ......•..... 
 4 301 
J~ut, l eJ' ts divh~ion .... ". _"'."" ..• •• . .. _.. . . 0_._._ . _..... _. __ •. _._...... . . . . .. ... _... _......•. 
 67 

Total ........ . . 
 368······ · ·············1 

WADE HAMPTON, 
Lieutenant· Gene1Y/.l. 

No. :\04. 

Rep07·ts of Lieut. Gen .•Joseph Wheeler, C. S. A'I'1n:l/, C01ll1lw1uZin.q Cl(,tlalry 
(Jorps, of opera.tions J ·a.nua1·y 3-April 15. 

GR,AHAMVILLE, January 3, 18(,'/}-3.20 p. m. 
(Via Beech Hill. l'{,eceived 1.20 a.. m. 5th.)" 

GENERAL: Enemy fell back this mOl'nillg avont two miles, 
J. WHEELJ~R. 

:Major·GeJleral lVlcLAWS. 

IIATWEEVILLE, January 3, l8G.5. 
(Yia, Gmhamville.) 

Slight skirmishing to·day. Enemy reported incl'caRing his force on 
tLis sidc of the river. Reported to be bringing over cavalry. 

• J. WHEELER, 
lIia;jor. GeneraL 

:Major·General l\iCLA WS, 
Pocotaliyo. 

HARDEEVIJ,LE, Janua1'y 3, .18135. 
(Via Grahamville.) 

Just before da.rk this evening the enemy, ~ollsisting of infa,ntry and 
cavalry, drove in onr line for a short distance. General Anderson 
reports the force heavy. 

.J. WHEELER, 
MnjQ1" Genera,l. 

Major·General McLA WS, 
Pocota,ligo. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVAJ,RY CORPS, 
GrahlMnville, Jantwl'Y 4, .18(i/}-3.40 p. 111. 

(Received 1.30 a. m. 5th.) 
The enemy fell back to·day to Ha,yne's bouse, about eight miles below 

Hardeeville. I have been nnable to see the enemy's force myself, but 
scouts report it more tban two division,,-. Tile enemy have a pontoon 
bridge across the river. "ViII report again ill about two hours. 

• J. WBEELEH., 
Major· General. 

Lieutenan t·Gelleml H AR1>EE, 
PocotaUgo. 
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llEADQU~I«rERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Gmhamville, Jan:IU£1'y is, 1865. 

Gf'neral Anderson reports that the enemy have made no change 
to-day. He tIl ink:,; that they are waiting to remove the ohstructions in 
the roads. I am urging the work pushed forward on the railroad as 
rapidly as possi~le, antI haveoifered the ra-ilroad all the assistance they 
can lise. 

J. WHEELEH, 
2IIajor-Gcneral. 

Major-General MaLA WS, 
PocotaHgo. 

ElGil '1' 1\'[ILES ~ORTH OF PURYSnURG, 
.lan?ta,1'Y 5, 1865-7 p. m. 

(Yia Gralwmville. Received 1 a. m. Gth.) 
Enemy bllt a short distance fhlJlI here. ,Ve are falling back aud 

obstructing the road:,; thoroughly, as it is the best way to check the 
enemy when they make their advance. 'rhe trest-Ie near Savannah 
River has been destroyed. Weare burning' the railroad ties, and are 
giving' every assistance to party taking up the track. 

J. WHEELEH, 
"Majur-Gcneml. 

M~jor-General MaLAWS, 
Pocotal'igo. 

EIGIl'1' MILES NOR'l'H OF P URYSBURG, 
Jamtary U,180'5-12.45 a,. m. 

(Via GrallUmville. Heceived 9.45 a. m.) 
Scouts on the other side of the river report ellelllY retiring toward 

King's Bridge, on Ogeechee River, and report that an intelligent negro 
just out of Savannah said Sherman was reviewing Lis army on the 3d, 
and Lincoln was expected in Savannah soon. 

J .. WHEELER, 
l"1,1[ajor- Gener{fl. 

Major-General MaLA "WS, 
Pocuta,z,igo. 

EIGHT MILES NonTH OF PURYSnURG, 
Janu(wy U, 1SU!J-4".30 a. ?no 

(Via Gralla.mville. Heceived f).45 a. Ill.) 
The enemy crossed at New Hiver bridge last eV(lIliug, though the 

bridge had been tllOrongllly destroyed. It would have done llO good 
to ha.ve sent al,tillery tllere, as the enemy could bave crossed at a.ny 
point a~ove or below the bridge. Humes' divisioll has been seut to 
Dibrell's assistallee. I will go myself as soon as I get matters al'n1I1ged 
here. 

J. WHEELER 
llIajur- Goieral. f 

Major-Geneml MaLA "WS, 
Pocotaligo. 
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GRAHAMVILLE, [.Tamuwy 6,]186.5-5.20 p.1n. 
(Received !).50 p. m.) 

Scouts just in report the clIemy have retired to New River bridge, 
where they are now. Enemy consisting solely of iufantry. Strength 
not great. 

J. WHEELER, 
Major- General. 

Major-General )IcILAWS, 
Poeotaligo. 

GRAHAMVILLE, [Ja/nuary (j~ 1865.] 
We have blockaued the Savannah and Robertsville roall to within 

twelve miles of Robertsville, also blockaded the road from Purysburg 
to Grahamville, anu tIle road which runs by the railroad. We are now 
blockading the road which runs from New River bridge to Graham­
ville. This is the only effective way to check the enemy's march. 

J. WHEELER, 
Major- General. 

General McLAWS, 
Poeotaligo. 

GRAHA)tVILLE, Jamuary 7, 1865-2.80 p. 111-. 

(Received 3 p. ro.) 
Enemy auvancing in small force from Boyd's ~eck toward Bowling 

Church. Enemy's infantry also adYancing from New I{iver bridge. 
Will check them to the best of our ability. 

J. WHEEI~ER, 
)}Iajor- General. 

Major-General McL.A.WS, 
Pocota.ligo. 

NEAR STEEP BO'l'Tm:r CHURCH, 
January 19, 1865-10.1:ja. 11~. 

GENERAL: There is no news from thc enemy this morning. Enemy's 
advanced brigade occupied McPlJersollvilJe yesterday. All my pickets 
011 roalls running south were driven in on 17th by scouting parties from 
tlJe enemy. Reports from Georg-ia say all is quiet tlJel'e. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
.J. WHEELER,' 

J11ajo1'- G(meral. 
Major-General McL.A.WS. 

G01nmwncl·ing, &c. 

N. B.-I regret that several dispatches sent you heretofore lJave 
been returned to these headquartel's, thus causing a great delay in 
their reaching you. 

J. vVHEELEH., 
J')11ajo1'- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Nea~' Lawto1!ville, .h~nu((.ry 20, 1865-9 p. In. 

GENERAL: The enemy have macic 110 movemeut to-day. Tl1ere are 
infantry pickets a sl10rt distance this side of Gillisonville, with barri­
cades in front of them. They]uwe also an infa,ntry force at Ooosaw­
ltatchie. Scouts sellt down 011 the river (Pul'ysonrg) road yesterday 
as far -as the barricades made by onr forces would permit, aud found 
lIO ellemy. General Iverson reports all quiet all other side of the river. 

Hespectfnlly, general, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major- Genera}. 
l\1ajor-Generall\IeLAW~, Comdg., &;e., near 8a,lkeltatcMe St(Ltion. 

lJEADQUAR,'1'RRS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Near LawtonvWe, Jan1~a,'ry 23, 1865-11.30 p. m. 

GENERAL: I learn tllat the enemy IH1Ve taken up iron and burned 
tbe ties on the railroa,d [neal' Pocotaligo]. I suppose any information 
tllat I CUll give YOIl from that [region will] be stale before it reaches 
you, as you no doubt learn it IllUch sooller through your own scouts. 
I send it to eOlTobomte any information you IDay have received. My 
scouts report 110 advance of tlle enemy anywhere to-day. 

l~espectfully, general, your obedient servallt, 
J. WHEELER, 

Mojo,,- General. 
Maj. Gen. L. MeLA WS. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Near LawtollvWe, Jau1ta/'y 26, 1865-6.20 p. m. 

GENERAL: Geneml [vel'soll reports the Fourteenth Army Corps 
eight lIliles soutl1 of Springfield. lVIy pickets were driven in Ileal' 
Poeotaligo this lOoming. Colollel Colcock thought the force of tl1e 
enemy large. All quiet at other poiuts. 

Respectfully, geueral, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

~JllIajor- General. 
MaJ. Gen. L. MeLA WS, Command'in-g, &;0., &~lkeha,teh1,e. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Nea,r Lawton-ville, Janu,(J,ry 26, 1865-7 p. m. 

GENERAL: A dispatch just r eceived from Genera} Iverson states 
tbat _the enemy were three miles and a lutlf from Springfield and 
movillg' t-oward that place. ]'oroe not stated. 

Hespeeti'ulIy, general, your obediellt servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

jlfajo'l"- GeneTal. 
Maj. Gen. L. MeLA WS. 

HEADQUAR1'ERS OAVALRY CORPS, 
Lawton11ille, Januwry 27, 1865-7.15 p. tn. 

GENERAL: 'fbe late~t repol'ts ii:OIIl General I verSOIl say the eDeIDY 
have oecupied Springfield. 'rheir force has not been stated. 'rl1e forc:e 
that advanced upon Gelleral Humes yesterday retired after slight skil'­
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mishing. A prisoller who was captured sa.ys the object of the dem­
onstration was to cover the left flallk ill an attempt to cross the Salke­
hatcbie, which attempt failed. Sconts make the Sl;Lllle reports. Every. 
thing quiet in my front to-day. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
,J. WHEE LEl{" 

Jlfajol'- General. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLA WS. 

HEADl~UAR'l'ERS OAVALRY OouPs, 
£awto"/l"ville, /'::I. C., ,J(('nua,l'Y 27, 1865-11.301). ?no 

Gl:NERAL: 1 have received 110 dispa tches frollI General Iverson 
dat.ed to-day. SCOllts that cl'o15sed the rivet· into EfliugltallI Oonnty 
to-day report tltat the enemy encamped at Springfiel<). last night, 
llIarched this moruing- llortherly, in two columns-one 011 tlte Middle 
Ground road aud olle 011 the river l'oad. Oitizens report that they 
havefour days' ratiolls with them. '1'11'0 trauspol'ts appeal'cd at Sister's 
l?el'ry to-tlay, from which it is saitl they are to repleuish theit' supply 
of ratiolls. Oitizens also report that they are to eross into Oarolina. 
Our pickets at Enllis' Oross-Honds were driveu ill to-day. They report 
that a cOIlsiderable force of infantry twe encamped at tha t IJoint to-llight. 
A scout from GiJIison ville reports t,)wt lie leal'lled that Geneml Foster 
is now in command of the troops at Pocotaligo. 

Very respectfully, general, your obeclicn t servant, 
J. WHEELEH, 

lJlajor. General. 
General McLAWS, CC1nmandin{/, &0. 

HEADQUAR1'ERS OAVALRY COR,PS, 
Neetl' Lawton1:ille, Ja'ltuct1'Y :28, .1805--8.30 a. m. 

GENERAL: I have nothing further from the ellemy since my dispatch 
of 12 o'cloek last night. Should tlte enemy adv;.t,nce upon [s'io] be com­
pelled to withdraw to the road upon wltidI they all vance, leaving pickets 
only to observe the otber roads. Will this JIIeet your approval ¥ 

Respectfully, general, your obetlieut servant, 
J. WHEELBH" 

Major- General. 
Maj. Gml. h McLAWS, Commanding, &;0., Salkelta.toMe Station. 

llEADQUAR1'EUS OAVALRY CORPS, 
L tLwtonville, Jemuat'Y 28, 186'5-3 p. m. 

GENERAL: The enemy's infantry commenced advaneiug toward 
Robertsville this morning. 'rheir force is not yet ascertained. At 
10.35 o'clock they were foul' miles south of nobel'tsville. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELEH, 

Major- Gen.o/·ttl. 
Maj. Gen. L. McLA WS, CUJn1na.llcl-ing, &0. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY COUI'S, 
Now' La:wtondllo, J ll,nUCtry 28, 1865-8 p. m. 

GENERAL: My scouts report el1mny's infantry camped Oil road lead­
ing from l~lInis' Cross-Roads toward Oraharuvillo aml on road from 
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Ennis' Cross·Ronds toward Sister's Ferry. My scout, writing at 2 p. m., 
could not determille whwh way they would ma.rch, as wagons were 
going'in bot.h directions. A cOllsiderable force moyed up toward Hoberts­
ville, bnt it was only a recollTlll,if;sauce. Scouts sen t to vicinity of Gilli­
son ville and Coosawhatchie report llO force at the latter place except 
Foster's, numbering 3,000 to 4,000, principally negro troops; reports a 
small illfa.ntry camp near Grahamville; ver'y little cavalry or siglls 
of cavalry seen, though it was sa.id l.L brigade of cavalry had gone out 
the Black Swamp road. The troops at Bnnis' Cross-I·toads had a star 
on their hats, which is the emblem of the 'fwentiet·h Corps. They had 
a wa.gon train with thelll. 

nespectfnlly, general, your obedient Rervant, 
J. WHEELER., 

Jlfajor- General. 
:Maj. Gell. L. JVICLAWS, Comllumd-ing, &0. 

LAWTONVILLE, S. C., Janu,a.ry 29, 1865. 
DEAR GENERAL: I write to inform you as well as possible of the 

situation of thingR in our immediate frollt. Gelleral Sherman no 
doubt first iutended moving upon Branchville, but on reaching Poco­
taligo I presume the high stage of water ill the Combahee may have 
deterred him. He certniuly is IIOW moviug either for Augusta. or for 
some point on the railroad between Augusta and Branchville; or he 
ma.y yet turn and cross the Cornba.hee above the railroad bridg'e and 
march direct IlpOI1 Bra.nchville. My befit. information is that the Fif­
teenth, Seventeenth, aud part of the Tweutieth Corps are npon this side 
of the river, and that the Fonrteell tll is ou the Georgia side. General 
Hill, in taking comllla.lId of the District of Georgia, has relieved me 
of the charge of tlmt portjoll of lily command which. is in Georgia, so 
that I can turn my attention more particularly to my troops in my 
immediate ·vicinity. 'fhe advance of tile enelllY 011 this flide of the 
river is at Robert,sville, and on the Georgia side at Sister's Fen-y. I 
have had a pretty good lille of works thrown up at the Lower Three 
Ruus, but you know that my fhrce cannot hold the enemy ill check 
long when their force is so overwhelmillg. I see General Hill has 
issned some orders which I .fear will frightell the good people of 
Augusta very milch. The twenty days of picket duty 1 have had has 
been devoted to drill an(I discipline and stndy of ta.ctics, which bas 
improved my command very mud!. The stories which I h~LVe been 
surprised to fiud cireuJn,ted, to the effect that lOy command lacked dis­
cipline, were most false. It is the best disciplined cavalry in the Con­
feeleracy, and 1 can prove by the best citi7.ens of Bp,<1ufort District that 
they have never known soldiers to treat people 01' property so well. 
Although 1 lJave tried to do so, t have not been able to find a eiti7.en 
who had even to complain tlInt a sillgle ra.il had beell bnrned. 

With highest respect, your obedient serva.nt al1(l friend, 
J. WHEELER. 

General BRAXTON BRAGG, H(Zqr8. Armies o/thc Con/cdc1'((,te States. 

.JANUARY 30. 
P. S.-Prisoners belong-ing- to the Twentieth Army Corps, captured 

near Hobertsville, state tbat the talk ill camp i:; they are going to 
Augusta, and that they will /Hove early to-morrow 1II0rning. They 
also state t.hat their comma,nd was delayed to·day cutting ont the 
blockades and to get np their forces, so as to ascertain what. is in their 
immediate front. 
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IIEADQTARTEHS CAVALRY COHPS, 
Near L((1(;ton'vWe, ,lwwary 80,1865-3.1:; p. 'In. 

GENET/AI.: Tbe enelHY still occupie~ Robrrt.svillc. He advnnced 
Hpon us tid;; mOrJlin~: witb illfnntry nnd nrtiJlery to whpre the roadti 
were blockaded, but after sJiglltsldrmishing' retired. General h 'ersoll 
rcports ellemy llenr Sister's Ferry, 011 tlie oIher ~idp of t1e river. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEI~LIH:, 

]}[(rjor. Gelte1·al. 
Maj. Gen. L. i\ICLAwS, 

Commanding, etc., Salkehatchie. 

HEADQUARTER,S CAVALRY CORPS, 
Near Lawto'1l'ville, Ja1l1101'y 31, 186fJ-o'.:!5 11. 111,. 

GENERAL: The elltire Twentieth Corp:,; is now at Hohel-tsville. 011e 
division ruarcbed up 011 the Georgia sidf' (111(1 crossed the river at Sis· 
ter's Ferry. Tbe Fourteenth Oorps still ill Gcor,g'ia, lIenr Si;;ter's FelTY. 
::3omc prisoners say they nre Illarellillg to AngHstH, others to Branch· 
ville a!ld Cba,rlestoll. Pris0I1!:.'r:> takell tbis evellil.lg tbillk 13rallcbville 
tbc poil.lt. Enemy are bUl'IIing Iall deserted j houses. 

Respectfully, your obedien t servant, 
J. WHEELBR, 

;l1ajor. General. 
Maj. (lell. L. IV[cLAWS, 

C01Jllllandiug, &;0., Salkehatehic. 

The enemy bring forage and other supplies on transports to Sister's 
Ferry. When the ellemy were demonstrating' 011 I)ly immediate fr'ont 
I ordered General Rllmes to l:OIll:Clltrate at I-li<"ii.Ol'Y Hill and bol<l him· 
self in readiness to Illove ill this directioll, leavillg' ouly two l'('giJllellts 
to resist the enemy where he 1l0W is. Sill( e tIle enelllY have begnll 
demollstratillg' on the Combahre] Ilavp OrdpH!(1 him to remain and 
resist tue enemy HI:; llluch as pOi:isiole with llis w110ie division. 

,T. W HJ~m~ER, 
Major· GenC'rat. 

HEADQUAR.'l'lmS CAVALR.Y CORPS, 
Near Loper's C-rolSs·Roads, Pdn'1wry 2, 1865-5 p. m. 

GENERAL: The enemy [sio] in strong 1'oree tbis [sioj drove the llri· 
gac1e which [s'ioj with me across the creek uear Loper s Oross·Hoads. 
This cross·road is thc .iunction of the Augnsta and l'ocotaligo roads 
with the Lawtonville amI Ornngeourg roads. "Ye have cbeeked thelll 
a.t a creek just nortb of Loper's Cross·Hoads, and 1 do not think the 
enemy will be able to eroSI:; to·night. 'l'be enemy has only driveu rsio] 
fom miles to·day. 

My loss wns lletween 20 and 30 men killed aud wounded on this road. 
I think troops ought to be sent to River~' and Duford's Bridges. 

l{espectfully, yom obellient servant, 
,1. WHJ<]ELER, 

Jll((jol" General. 
lVlaj. Gell, L. lVIcIJAWS, 

Com1Jl((1uHJI{j, ,(;e. 
71 R H-VOL XLVII, Pl' I 
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HEADQt.:'ARTERS OAVALRY CORPS, 
On Aiken an{Z Ool1tmbia Road, nenr Jackson's B1'idge, 

Februa1'Y 13, 1865-6.4.5 p. tn. 
COLONEL: Dispa~hes have just been received giving information 

that the enemy ceased to press our pickets in front of Aiken at 10.30 
a. m. Afterward, when our skirmish line advanced, the enemy was 
found to have retired from Johnson's Turnout, and it was thought that 
he was moving in the direction of the Edisto. I have not heard from 
General Stevenson or General Dibrell to·day. My latest information 
of the enemy is that he was moving from direction of Pine Log Bridge, 
on Sonth Fork of the Edisto, toward Gunter's Bridge, on the North 
Fork of the same river. I will hold him as long as possible at the cross­
ing of the North Fork of the Edisto. The river is very small, however, 
and not very defensible. My last dispatch from you was dated 10.30 
last night. 

Respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

MnJor-Genernl. 
Col. JOHN M. OTEY, 

Assistant Adjutant. General. 

HEADQUARTERS OAVALRY CORPS, 
Ma.rch 1,1865-7.20 n. m. 

MAJOR: A scout has just returned who reports that he went to 
Gillis' Creek, very near Lancaster, and found the bridge over that 
creek torn up, and he thought all the enemy had gone across to the 
other side. Citizens informed him they thought all the enemy had left 
Lancaster and gone east about five miles. Other scouts have l>een sent 
forward to ascertairi fully the facts. Other scouts have been sent to 
Lancaster and Monroe roads to ascertain if the enemy were moving in 
that direction. The dispatch of 4 a. m. this day was by mistake dated 
29th of February instead of 1st of March. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major- General. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Four :Milcs from Wilson's Store, March 1, 1865-8.10 [p. m.J. 

MAJOR: We started from Lancaster with intention of going to Nel­
son's, on the Wadesborough road, but on approaching that place we 
found the Tenth Oonfederate, of General Allen's division, and were 
informed by the commanding officer that the enemy were on that road, 
and therefore we were compelled to move up on this road toward Wil · 
son's Store. I think we will be compelled to move nearly a,ll General 
Humes' division up to that point, as I can hear of but very little forage 
this side of that point. If you have any orders for me please send 
them right down this road. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient servan~. 
J. WHEELER, 

Major- General. 
Maj. H. B. MCOLELLAN, . 

Assistant Adjutant· General. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
La.nc((stel', ./lfa,roh 1, 1865-4.35 p. ?n. 

MAJOR: I find that most of the enemy left here yesterday. A 
party of about 200 came back this moruing' and left this afternoon. 1 
think the object of the cavalry leaving here was to procure forage and 
protect the left flank of the army moving easterly. I think Kilpatriek 
is camped to-day about six: miles from here, where he is throwing up 
breast-works. The Fourteenth Corps only left the [river] this morn­
iug. We captured a few of their foragers, who were in advance. 'l'hc 
opinion of citizens who conversed with officers is that the ellemy wiII 
leave Charlotte to the left. There is a talk among the officers t,hat 
they are going to Goldsborough. I have sent parties on the different 
roads to pick up stragglers, &c. I will camp near Nelson's to-night, on 
the Wadesborough road. It may be necessary for me to go on to 
Taylor's for forage. I will inform [you as1soon as I go into camp. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major- Geneml. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
j}[arch 2, 1865-7.05 a. m. 

MAJOR: Prisoners captlU'ed late yesterday evening, about I'ix miles 
east of Lancaster, state they were near Kilpatrick's whole camp when 
taken. He moved about five miles day before yesterday and one mile 
yesterday. ­

Respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major- Genera.l. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

P. S.-I move at once toward Wilson's Store. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, . 
JJJa1'ch 2, 1865-10.20 p. ?n. 

MAJOR: Lieutenant Smith a.nd scout have just come in. He says 
that he followed the enemy about twelve miles toward Che8terfield. 
The prisoners captured say they were on the march to that place. I 
wiI! march early in the morning and join you on the road to Cheraw. 
General Law went into camp about six miles from here. In pur­
suance to instructions I had ordered him to this place, but upoulearn­
ing that he had forage and was in camp I countermanded the order, 
but have ordered him to move on early in the morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major. General. 
MaJ. H. B. MaCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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READQU"AH,TERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 4, 1805-2.25 p. 111. 

MAJOR: The enemy have left theIr lines of works. All heard of as 
,Yet were 100 men at the first works. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
.J. WHEELER, 

lIIajor- Gener(tl. 
l\Iaj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant- Genet·al. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
JY1arch 4, 1865-2.30 p. 11!. 

MAJOR: We find artillery here, and bave but two small regiments. 
Can you not send more forces up~ The enemy have retired from foUl' 
lines of' works. 

Each line of works was for about 100 men. 
Respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 

.J. 'WHEELER, 
M ajor- General. 

Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

HBADtlUAH'l'ERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
~Mar'ch 4, 1865-3.30 p. 1n. 

MAJOR: gaving run against some artillery, and not baving sufficient 
force to drive the enemy from bis position, I bave taken up a position 
and win await your orders. Tbe enemy were driven from four lines of 
works by flanking him~ but when we came upon artillery he sbowed 
himself' rather bold. IIe advanced upon us, uut only a short distance. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
.T. WHEELER., 

Maj01'- General. 
Major McOLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant· General. 

READQ1iARTEl~S OAVALRY OORPS, 
March 9, 1865-0.50 p.m. 

MAJOR: A prisoner just brought in, who was captured auout an hour 
before dark between here and Blue'S Bridge, states that the rear of' 
tiJeir column had movell out of camp but a short time previous, and he 
thought it was not designed to move far to-day. The roads, be states, 
were very bad and made the march slow. They bad wagons with 
tiJem. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major-Gene-rctl. 
Major MCCLELLAN, 


Assistant A (lj-it tant- Gcneml. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Mm'ch 9, 1$65-7 p. 1/1,. 

MAJOR: General Dibrell has not yet arrived at this point. He has 
been delayed by l:iome wagons of General Butler's command ill hil:i 
front. If possible will you please direet me wllere I call encamp my 
command ~ I will direct Genera.} Dibrell to stop at Blue's. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major- General. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN. 

This dispatch is written at the point you left me. 

HEADQUAR'l'ERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 11, 1865. 

General Allen reports the enemy adva.ncing in his front. 
Respcctfully, major, your obediellt servant, 

J. WHEELER, 
Major-General. 

Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
.March 13, 1865-8.45 p. m. 

MAJOR: One officer has just arrived from beyond Cape Fear mver. 
He states that the enemy had advanced: up tile river and was in six 
miles of McNeill's Ferry this moming' when lle left. It was a cavalry 
force, and be thiuks but small. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major. Geneml. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant-Geneml. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
]l/[arch 13, 1865-7.20 p. m. 

MAJOR: I have tbe llonor to report that a scout that was at Elliott's 
Ferry at 11 o'clock reports no infantry seen on the river road at tllat 
hour. 'fhe same scout started back at 1 o'clock; struck a force of 
cavalry, about twenty-five ill number, about four miles this si«le of 
Elliott's Ferry. Tbis force crossed the river at King's FelTY. There 
is a picket of fifty men now on the river road about five miles from its 
mtersectioll with the plank road. 

Respe<!tfully, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Jlfajo1" Geneml. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant- Gencml. 
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HEADQUAR1'ERS 0AVALRY CORPS, 
March 13, 1865-7.20 p. ?n. 

MAJOR: I have the honor to report that I l.lave establisl.led my head· 
quarters for the nigbt on tbe river roa.d, just helow tbe Widow Den· 
ning's bouse, on left·hand side of the road. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient serva.n!, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major· General. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

HEADQUAR'fERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 14,1865-10.40 a. m. 

MAJOR: Tbe enemy seem to be moving on a road to our left, sup­
posed to be tbe Smithfield road. General Allen bas sent a regiwelJt to 
re-enforce the picket on tbat road. Oolonel Asbby reports the enemy 
moving on the river road. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major- General. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assista.nt Adjutant- General.­

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
111m'ch 14, 1865-11 a. m. 

MAJOR: There is a bridge above the bridge over Black Creek which 
YOll directed me to picket yesterday. Please inform me if you wish me 
to picket that bridge also, and how long you wish tbe picket to remain 
at Black Creek. The enemy are still advancing upon Oolonel Ashby 
on the river road, wbich makes it necessary for me to move back on 
this road. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Majo?'- General. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant· General. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 16, 1865-9.15 p. m. 

MAJOR: On arrlvmg here this morning I fonnd General Hardee 
eng'aging the enemy, and I have been fighting with bim until dark. III 
obedience to his orders, General Allen will cover his rigbt flank while 
be is moving to Smithfield, and I, with Ashby's command, will covpr 
his rear. I am ordered to remain at IJis line of works till to-morrow 
morning with Ashby's command. 

Resp~ctfulIy, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major-General. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Ma.rch 17,1865-12.45 G•• m. 

MAJOR: On arriving at General Hardee's position yesterday mom· 
ing I found him engaged with the enemy, and fo.ught with him until 
dark. In obedience to his instructions General Allen will move on his 
right, to cover that flank while moving to Smithfield, and I remain with 
Ashby's command to cover his rear. Any communication will reach 
me at Elevation to·day. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major· General. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN 

Assistant Adjutant· General . 

• 
HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 

Averasbo'l'ough, March 17,1865-9.0;; a. m. 
GENERAL: The enemy have advanced very near this place with a 

line of battle of infantry. Cavalry has also been seen. When driven 
back [sic.] I will turn oft' toward Smithfield with my rnaill force, and will 
send a regiment on the road toward Raleigh. I do not think the ellerny 
will go farther toward Ra.leigh than where the road turns off to Smith· 
field. Colonel Ashby has sent oft· all the wounded which could travel, 
and has left ratiolH; for such as were not able to travel. He has also a 
force keeping up all stragglers. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major. GeneraL 
Lieut. Gen. W. J. HARDEE. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 17, 1865-11.10 a. m. 

COLONEL: The enemy marched a short distance np the Raleigh road, 
skirmishing with the Eighth Texas, but have advanced farther on 
this road. The indications are that the advance will be upon tllis 
road. 

Respectfully, colonel, your obedient servantt..,.y 
J. wHEELOO, 

Major· Genera.l. 
Lieut. Col. T. B. RoY, 

Assistant Adjutant· General. 

BEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Sm·ithfield and Averasborough Road, March 18, 1865-11.45 a. m. 

MAJOR: The enemy moved a portion of Twentieth Corps up as far as 
Stewart's Creek, on the Raleigh road yesterday. Scouts just report 
that it has returned to A verasborough, and I presume it will turn off 
and cross Black River at the same point at which the FOUl'teellth 
Corps crossed: it. I have sent out scouts to ascertain definitely as to 
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that fact. After crossillg' there they eall JIIove eitllcr toward Smith· 
field or Gol<.h;bol'Ollgh. :1 will 1II0\'e at once toward Beutollville with 
a.ll the command except small pickets. 

Hespectfully, maJor, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Jiajor· (jenera7. 

Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, Ass'istallt AiUut(tnt. Gencral. 


HEADQrAR'l'ERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Wilmington a11c7 Raleigh Ruad, illarch 19,186'5-11.30 a. m. 

MA.JOR: J have the honor to report that I arrived here with Allt'n ' ~ 
and Ashby's commauds. I find the enemy have pickets on this road 
between Mill Creek and Stone Cl'eelc Ileal'll that Stone Creek is of 
(lifticult crossing; that it can be cro 'sed at bnt olle point, alld t11C1l 
ollly by single file. I fear that Mill Creek is so full-that it eannotllP 
forded. I will try to secure the bridg(' ~ beforc thc enemy destro;)'s them. / 

Hespectfully, major, your obedient servant, 
J. WHBELER, 

Major- GeneraL 

Maj. R. B.McCLELLAN, Assistcmf, Adj'uta,nt-Gencr(£l. 


HEADQ1JAR1'ERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
lllcwch 19, 186'5-.1.101J. rn. 

MAJOR: On reaching Stone Creek I iCllmd a few YaJlk ees Oil ~ollth '. 
side. I crossed with lllJ' advance (1,lId captured one prisoner frOlil 'rwclI ' 
tieth Corps. He states tbat Twentieth Corps was moving on road 1'1'0111 
A verasborougll, ill direction of Gold shorongll, alld tlia t the 'Polll'teelllli 
Corps was in front on same road, fightiug. '\'Vhen he left Ids eorp" it 
was corduroyillg' the road. 

Respectfully, major, yonr obedient servant) 
J. WBEELER., 

ilfajor· (J ellcl'al. 
Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, Assistant Adjllf,(tnt.Gencral. 

llntl<1I'scmeut.] 

3 P. 3I. 
General JOHNSTON: 

"Vithin just banded me by courier, who S~yR he can't fiud General 
Hampton, as the latter has gOlle to Gelleral W[lJecJer]. I suppose it 
makes no difl'erellce. 

H. B. lHcCLELLAK, 
Assistant Al7jll.tant· Geuaa,z, 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY OORl'S, 
Clinton and Smithfield Ruad, M((1'c;h 19, 1865- 3 p. m. 

MAJOR: My orders were to attack the euemy on this road when the 
troops Oil the Goldsborough and Averasborough roan attacked. 1 llave 
found gl'eat difficulty in crossillg Stone Creek, but 011 llearing' firillg' 011 

the Goldsborough road I 1Il0ved a small forec across anel attacked and 
drove in the enemy's pickcts. I have heard but little firillg in yoUI' 
dil'cction, and llOW can hear nOlle at a,n. Please give me informatioll 
from time to tillle wlla t to do. Soou as 1 gct my troops across I shall 
move on. The ford is growing worse auel worse, a\l(l citizens inform 
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me that if many troops cross it will become impassable. 'fhe force at 
Dismal Cross-Roads heing still there this morning, r have been forced 
to keep a strollg picket on the road leadillg in that directioll. 

Hespcctfully, major, your obedieut servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

.Major-General. 
l\faj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Smithfield and Olinton Road, March 19, 18G5-3.30 p. m. 

MAJOR; A prisoner just brought in, belonging to Kilpatrick's cavalry, 
reports that his cOlllmand moved from Dismal Cross-Roads this mol'll­
ing 111 direction of the Widow Peacock's house, on the Clinton road, 
which is south from Dismal Cross-Hoads. When lie was captured he 
supposed the head of the column had reached "Vidow Peacock's hOllse. 

Respectfully, major, your obedient servant,
J: WHEELER" 

Major- General . 
.Maj. H. B. MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjlltant-General. 

N. B.~At Widow Peacock's llOuse the enemy could turn off and go 
in direction of Bentonville 01' Goldsborough. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
NeaT FlowC1"S House, ljJf(trch /20, 18(J5-1.1.05 (I..?n. 

GENERAL: I have formed a dismounted line here very Ileal' Flower's 
house, alld can hold the enemy in check till we are flanked out of it. 
The line is a very short one, however. I have sent General I.Jaw back 
to Bentonville, with instructions to scout aU roads running' eastwardly 
from that point. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, . 
J. WHEELEl{" 

Mnjor- General. 
General J. E. JOHNSTON. 

N. B.-Enemy are engaging us very warmly. 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March ,'23, 186'5-2.40 p. m. 

GENERAL: I have moved to within one mile and a' half of .Moccasin 
Creek, and have sent out scouts [to watch1the movements of the enemy, 
SOme of which have gone to the north and northeast of Gohlsborough 
to ascertain if the enemy are moving in thOf'oe directions. Colonel 
Ashby is on Moccasin Creek with his command. I shaH remain at this 
point till I get further informa-tion. 

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Major-Geneml. 
Genera.] J. E. JOHNSTON. 
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enemy warmly the latter part of the day on account of meeting a 
stream over which it was impossible to cross. March 20, I was moved 
over to the left of the army and was immediately met by a large force 
of infantry moving up the Goldsborough and Bentonville road. After 
a severe fight we checked their advance and held tlJem in position until 
evening, when General Bragg replaced my position by Hoke's division 
of infantry. 

March 21. Before daylight on the morning of the 21st I built a line of 
breast-works 1,200 yards long on tlJe prolongation of the infantry, and 
fought the enemy warmly with a part of my command, while the ba.I­
ance I kept mounted as a reserve. About 4 p. m. the enemy pressed 
warmly along our entire line. The troops on my left gave way and an 
entire corps of the enemy under General Mower immediat.ely rushed 
in, pushing on in our rear until they gained our hospita.ls, and were 
resting directly upon the only line of retreat of our army. The enemy 
here received a volley in the flank from some dismounted men of my 
command, and a volley in front from a small body of infantry acciden­
tally stationed near the bridge, but this hardly checked their advance. 
Seeing the inevitable loss of our army, should the enemy be able to 
retain the posit.ion he occupied, I immediately charged his left flank 
with Hagan's brigade, under General Allen, feeling certain that the 
boldness and rapidity of a charge was. all that could in allY lllanner 
check a force so vastly our superior in numbers. My gallant Texas Han­
gers, who were somewhat to our lett and rear, galloped across all open 
field and bore down most beautifully in an oblique d.irection UpOIl their 
left and front. The enemy were at this time advancing at a slow (,UII, 

with their skirmishers about 200 yards in advance of their main Ii lie. 
The result of the charge was more than could properly have been 
expected from troops so suddenly caned upon to charge so superior a 
force. The rangers broke through tbe line of skirmishers without 
breaking their impetus alld pushed on, striking the main line almost 
the same moment with Allen's gallant Alabamians, which threw the 
ell tire force of the enemy in a most rapid and disorderly retreat, Gen­
eral Mower, the corps commander, narrowly escaping capture. The 
main body of Sherman's army were now pressing all points of our line 
so warm IS' as to amount to continuous battle, which caused me to 
check my troops and prepare to act on the defensive. With tlJe assist­
ance of some infantry under General Walthall which General Hardee 
promptly sent to my assistance, we filled all the space between the left 
of our intrenched line and Mill Creek, thus securing our communica­
tion from further menace from any force, however large, that might be 
hrought against us. The occupying of this position brought on a 
rellewed engagement, which continued until night. About midnight, 
during a cold rain, our army withdrew from tbe breastworks and 
retreated toward Smithfield, while I, pursuant t(j orders, remaiued to 
oceupy the intrenched works and gradually fall back, checking the 
enemy should he follow us. 

}\{arch 22. Before daylight he had evidently discovered the evacua­
tiOll and pnshed forward his skirmishers, driving me back toward the 
llassage of Mill Creek. The extreme darkness of the night and beavy 
woods had caused our army to move very slow, and at sunup the rear of 
our infantry was still in Bentonville, while the enemy pushed on with 
great vigor, making it necessary for me to dismount most of my mell 
and fight wit.h considerable warmth to sufficiently check his progress. 
By 9 o'clock we had attained the object desired, having yielded about 
one mile during the morning's engagement, and at 10 o'clock we had 
taken position at the crossing of Black Creek on the Smithfield road. 
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The enemy came up in strong force, and a column of illi'antryattempted 
to e1wl'ge across the oridge. Three color-bearers of the leading brigade 
fell dead within fifty feet of my posit.ion. They then retreated out of 
range and made no furtber pursuit whatever. March 23, I moved 
through Smithfield and picketed the front of our army, skirmishing' 
daily with the enemy's foraging and scouting parties. 

April 2, I marcbed to Raleigh with 2,000 men, but returned immedi­
ately. April 10, General Sherman's entire force advanced, driving Uil 

back toward Raleigh. April 13. On the morning of the 13th we evacu­
ated the city and the euemy occupied it in large force. General Kil· 
patrick pushed out after me, charging our rear. I placed the Alabama 
1>rigade in position, lUet and counter·charged the enemy, driving Kil­
patrick back some two miles, killing' or ca.pturing some of the enemy, 
among whom was the major of the Thirteentb Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
At Morrisv.ille Station tbe enemy again appeared that evening, but after 
severe skirmishing retired toward Raleigb. April 14 and 15. On tbe 
14th I moved on to Chapel Hill, and on the 15th the enemy approached 
but after firing a few shots without effect again retired. Pursuant to 
orders I now moved my command back of Chapel Hill, with orders not 
to engage the enemy unless attacked. 

Thus ended the campaign, the war, and the military !lower of the 
Confederacy. For an entire year my troops had been constantly 
together, enduring, eucountering, triumphing. During that year the 
enemy's cavalry had been frequently met and always had our a.rms 
been crowned with success. The spirit of my brave men was as buoy· 
ant, unbroken, and determined as in the first days of our country's 
existence. Unity, concord, good. will, devotion to duty and country, 
aud I migllt add nearly all elements which grow out of continned 
success, and which I felt would insure suecess to me in the future, 
pervaded my command from the highestofficer to the youngest troopeI'. 

Tbe reports of Oolonels Mason and Henry, of General Johnf';ton'~ 
staff, Colonel Portlock, from the War Department, and Colonel 
Jones and Captain "Whitehead, of General Hardee's staff) all of wholll 
had but recently thoroughly inspect€d my command, gIve combined 
testimouy that the discipline, drill, and order of my corps was not sur­
passed by any mounted troops in our service. 

The effective force under my immediate. command, which was 4,442 
at the commencement of the campaign, had, 1>y bringing back detailed 
and detached men, been so increased that my reports of February 16 
showed an effective force of fI,172 men, and my report of April 17, the 
last one ever made, showed an effective force of 4,!J65. This report 
showed tbe uumber absent without leave to be 306 men, the greatest 
number tbat had been absent without leave during the campaign. I 
will here mention that a year previous these same organizations num­
bered bnt 4,000 men. My losses in killed and wounded during' the year 
were 13 division and hrigade commanders and 3,200 subordinate officer~ 
and enlisted men. Notwithstanding this, by discipline and by using 
every opportuuity to recruit my ranks behind the enemy's lines ill Ken­
tucky and Tennessee, my rank and file was not only kept full, but 
gradually increased. 

1 cannot express too earnest thanks to the gallant officers who have 
been of most valuable service to me dnring a long series of campaigns. 
l\ia,jor-General Allen, Generals Humes, Dibrell, Anderson, and Hagall 
I bad seeu twice wounded while most nobly carrying out my orders 
upon the field. Generals I:'obertson, Hanison, and Ashby, Colonel 
Crews, Cook, alld Pointer still are disabled from wounds received in 
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the same manner. Majors Hudson and Wailes, of my staff, still suf­
fering with more tban Olle wound received at my ~ide, nevertheless 
continue to render most g-allant, efficient, alld untiring service. Cap­
tains Rawle alld Ryan had also won more than orclilw,ry commenda­
tion. Colonel Grigsby, my chief of ~taff'; Captain Steel(', chief enginecr; 
.Major Norton, chief quartermaster; Major Thomas, chief commissary, 
and Surgeon Lewis, medical director, and Colonel Messick, })rovost­
marshal, had been efficient in their several departments. To all those 
officers I tender my most heartfelt thanks. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

No. 305. 

J. WHEELER, 
Lietttenant- Gene1'Cl1. 

Report of Capt. Willia.m L. Church, Ninth Georgia Cavalry, comml£1ul­
'ing jJ;Iountecl Detachment, Army 0/ Northern V·irginia., of operations 

- , ,lltnuary 3-17. 

HEADQUARTERS MOtlNTED DETACHMEN'l', 
ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

Ja.n'Uary 27, 18G5. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor hereby to transmit through yon to the 

major-general commanding the subjoined report of the operations of this 
command while in the vicinity of Pocotaligo, S. C.: 

Arriving upon the 3d day of January al\d having been Hssiglled to 
Colonel Colcock, commanding cavalry, I was by him given for picket 
the line from the Mackay's Poin t road, south of Pocotaligo River, north 
to the TnllifiullY, and in front of that portion of the line held by the 
brigaues commanded by Colonels Hardy and Fiser. My line was kept 
up withont molestation from the enemy, and the duty performed with vigi­
lance and attention by both officers alld mell. Upon the morning of the 
14th insta;nt, the enemy having eff'ected a landing at Port ROY'al Ferry, 
I was moved with my command uown toward that point, and placed with 
Lieutenant-Colonel ,I ohnson, commandillg1'hird S.mth Carolina Cavalry, 
in the works at Horspa Creek, near Garden'S Cross-Roads. 'fhe enemy 
appeared in my front at 10 a_ m., when skirmishing at long range took 
place, without loss to either side, and continued till 3 p. ill., when, the 
enemy having brought up their artillcry alld were heavily shelling us, 
and our flank having been turned by the force Oll the Sheluon road hav­
ing been driven back, we were ordered to retire by Colonel J oIllIson, 
which we did in good order and without being pressed hy the enemy. 
Upon arriving a.t thL fort at Old Poeotaligo, we were again placed ill 
position. One of my companies, having been thrown forward as skir­
mishers, engaged the enemy until nightfall, when they were withdrawn 
to the fort. Half of my cOillillalld was then dismounted and the other;; 
sent to the station to feed the horses, by orders from Colonel Colcock. 

I remained in the fort until 3 a. m. 15th im;tant, when I was ordered 
by Colonel Colcock to withdraw my command on the McPhersouville 
road, after destroyillg the rice on Heyward's plantation. I witlldl'ew 
my command as directed and retired withont being annoyed by the 
enemy~ reaching l\:IcPheI'sonville at daylight the 15th. Hel'e I estab­
lished 1JIy' pickets fl'om Coosawhatchie HiveI' to the Salkehatchic road. 
:My scouts were driven out of Pocotaligo Station at about 8 a. m. the 
15th installt. Upon the same evenillg I was relieved and ordered to 
report to Majol;-Genera.l McLaws, which I did January 17. 
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No casualties occurred in the skirmishes in which I was engaged,owing 
to the works we occupied and the long rangE! at which we were engagtd. 

1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. CHURCH, 

Captain, Oommanding. 
Captain ELLIOTT, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

No. 306. 

Report of Ool. John N. Whiiford, Sixty-seventh North Carol-ina In/antry, 
commanding brigade, of operations April 5-7. . 

HEADQUARTERS WHITFORD'S BRIGADE, 
In the Field, April 9, 1865. 

COLONEL: I have the ,honor to respectfully report that on the 5th 
instant Lieutenant Marshall, Company F, Sixty-seventh North Caro, 
1iua Regiment, burned the steamer Mystic, near Maple Cypress. On 
the same day Captain Tolson, Company A, Sixty-seventh R(>giment, 
destroyed a transport loaded with commissary stores near Cowpen 
I~anding, and on the 7th instant four privates of Company A, Sixty­
seventh Regiment, viz, George Hill, Turner May, William Salter, and 
R. Brewer, captw'ed and destroyed (burned) 1 side-wheel steamer, the 
l\finquas, and ~ b~ges, all loaded with quartermaster's and commis­
sary stores. Very little was saved from the boats. 

On the 5th instant Capt. Joseph M. White, Company E, Sixty-sev­
enth Regiment, captured 15 negroes and 2 Yankees at Biddle's Ferry 
engaged in trying' to raise a sunken craft. 

The reason I have not forwarded to you a report of my command is 
because the companies and regiments are scattered so far apart that it 
is impossible to get a report from them. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obp,dient servant, 
J. N. WHITFORD, 

_ Colonel, Oommanding. 
Col. J. B. SALE, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Raleigh, N. O. 

No. 307. 

Report of Capt. John A. Simon, C. S. Army, of operations January 15. 

TORPEDO BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., January 26,1865 • 

.e:C'>ll. JA~ms A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith the official report of Ca.pt. 

John A. Simon, in charge of Torpedo Service ill the harbor of Charles­
ton, S. C., setting forth the facts of the late destruction of a monitor 
(turreted) which the enemy had been using as a picket-boat in that 
locality. 

G. J. RAINS, 
. Brigadier-General, Superintendent. 

(Indorsement.) 

JANUARY 26, 1865. 
It is gratifying to have this additional evidence of the value of the 

Torpedo Service, and of the retribution which, through its agency, may 
be inflicted on the vessels of the enemy. _ 

J. A. SEDDON, 
S'eor(}f,a1·Y· 
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TORPEDO SERVICE, Cha1'leston, January 17, 1865. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the destruction of one of the 

enemy's monitors on the night of the 15th instant by a torpedo in 
Charleston Harbor. I had been engaged for some ten days before placing 
torpedoes in the locality where the monitor was struck. For some time 
past the enemy's picket-monitors have been in the ha·bit of vClIturmg­
much closer in the harbor than usual, and it has been my ambition to 
teach them a lesson, as well as our friends, upon t.he subject of torpe­
does, and it is a pleasure to me to announce that one of these turreted 
monsters bas met a fitting fate. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. SIMON, 

Brig. Gen. G. J. RAINS, 
Captain, in Charge Torpedo Service. 

Chief of Torpedo Bureau, Richmond, Va. 

FEBRUARY 6, 1865.':"-Action at Braddock's Farm, near Welaka, Fla. 

Report of Capt. J. J. Dickison, Second Florida Ca.vctlry. 
HEADQUARTERS SOUTH FLORIDA FORCES, 

Waldo, East Fla., February 9, 1865. 
MAJOR: I.have the honor respectfully to report that on the morning 

of the 1st instant I left this encampment with tbe following detachment 
of my command: Company H, Second Florida Cavalry Regiment, sixty­
four men, commanded by Lieutenants McCardell and McEaddYi Com­
pany B, of same regiment, thirty-three men, commanded by Licutenant 
McLeod; Company H, Fifth Florida Bat.talion, twenty-three men, com­
manded by Lieutenants Haynes, Brantley, and Haile. On tbe evening 
of the 2d instant I crossed tbe Saint John's River at Palatka aud moved 
in tbe direction of Picolata. When within a mile of the post I found it 
impraeticable to make a successful attack. I then made a flank move 
in tbe direction of Saint Augustine and Jacksonville, wbere I captured 
seventeen prisoners, including a captain and lieutellant, with an ambu­
lance. I then learned that a raiding party bad left Saint Augustine 
for Valencia. Dividing my command in two parties, sending one by 
the King's road toward Pallicier Creek, tbe other by Cow pen Branch, 
my advance met a small party of the enemy and captured one of tbem. 
We continued our march and met the enemy at Braddock's farm, 
where I engaged them, taking 51 prisoners (including a lieut.enant­
colonel and two captains), killing 4 men (including an adjut,ant), also 
18 deserters and tories, 10 wagons and teams with seed cotton (about 
9,000 pounds), and a number of small arms and horses. I recrossed the 
river on the 6th idstant without tbe loss of a man. 

My officers and men bebaved most gallantly, and deserve the bigl1est 
praise for their conduct and obedience to orders. The march was very 
bard and fatiguing, having undergone hard travel both night and day 
to accomplish my design. 

I sent in all 68 Yankee prisoners and 18 deserters. 
All of whicb IS respectfully submitted. 

I am, major, yours, respectfully, 

MaJ. H. C. GOLDTHWAITE, 

J. J. DICKISON, 
Captain, Commanding Forces. 

AlSsistant Adjuta·nt· General. 
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