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GORDON, George Henry, soldier, b. in Charles-
town, Mass.,, 19 July, 1825; d. in Framingham,
Mass., 30 Aug., 1886. He was graduated at the
U.S. military academy in 1846, and assigned to the
mounted rifles. He engaged in the siege of Vera
Cruz in 1847, in the battle of Cerro Gordo, where
he was wounded and brevetted 1st lieutenant, took
part in the battles of Contreras and Chapultepee,
and in the assanlt and capture of the city of Mexi-
co. In a hand-to-hand encounter with two gue-
rillas near the San Juan Bridge on 21 Dec., 1847,
he was severely wounded. On 8 Jan., 1848, he was
promoted 2d lientenant and assigned to recruiting
service. 11l health necessitated leave of absence in
1848-"9, when he was assigned to duty in the cav-
alry school for practice at Carlisle, Pa.” From 1850
till 1854 he was on frontier duty, and was promoted

to a 1st lieutenancy, 80 Aug., 1853. He resigned, | I
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31 Oct., 1854, studied law, and entered upon prac-
tice in Boston in 1857. At the beginning of the
civil war he raised the 2d Massachusetts regiment,
became its colonel on 24 May, 1861, and was made
military governor of Harper’s Fell\ Tn 1862 he
commanded a brigade under Gen. B.«m]\s and for
his conduct in the retreat from Stlaxbmff to Wil-
liamsport was made brigadier-general of volunteers
on 9 June, 1862. He was enrrarred in a large num-
ber of battles and sknmhhcs, took part in the North
Virginia and Maryland campaigns, was in the sec-
ond battle of Bull Run, and at Antietam fought
with his brigade in Gen. A. S. Williams’s division
of Man\hv[d s corps, and guarded the upper Poto-
mac at Harper’s Ferry from September to Decem-
ber, 1862. He onéaged in operations about Charles-
ton harbor, S. C., in 1863—4, was in command of
Florida in May, 1864, kept open the communica-
tions by White river with Little Rock, Ark., in
July, and took part in the operations against Mo-
bile in August. In 1864—’5 he was on duLv in the
Depar tment of Virginia in command of the eastern
district, and he was S brevetted major-general of vol-
unteers on 9 April, 1865. He then returned to the
practice of law in Boston, and was for some time
collector of internal revenue. He published “The
Army of Virginia from Cedar Mountain to Alexan-
dria” (Boston 1880); «“ A War Diary” (1881), and
“ From Brook Farm to Cedar Mountain® (1883).





