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GORDON, George Henry, soldier, b. in Charles
town, Mass., 19 July, 1825 ; d. in F ramingham , 
Mass., 00 Aug., 1886. He was graduated a t the 
U. S. mili tary academy in 18'16, and assigned to the 
mounted rifles. He engaged in the siege of Vera 
Cru z in 1847, in the bat tle of Cerro Gordo, where 
he was wounded and brevetted 1st lieutenn.llt, took 
pmt in the battles of Contreras and Chapnltepec, 
and in the USStmi t and capture of the city of l\lexi
co. In a hand-to-hand encounter with two gne
nllas nettr the Sa.n Jua.n Bridge on 21 Dec., 1847, 
he was severely wounded. On 8 J a.n., 1848, he was 
promoted 2d lieu tena.nt nnd assigned to recrui t ing 
service. III health necessittLted lea ve of a,bsence in 
1848- '9, when he was assigned to duty in the cav
airy school fo r practice Itt Cltrlisle, Pa. From 1850 
till 1854 he was on frontier duty, and was promoted 
to a 1st lieutenancy, 30 Apg., 1853. He resigned, 
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31 Oct., 1854, studied law, and entered upon prac
tice in Boston in 1857. A t the beginning of the 
civil war he mised the 2d Massachusetts regiment, 
became its colonel on 24 M,ay, Hl61, and was ma.de 
military govel'llor of Harper's Feny. In 1862 he 
comma.nded a. brigade under Gen. Banks, and for 
his conduct in the retreat from Strasburg to Wil
liamsport was made brigadier-genera.l of \'olunteers 
on 9 June, 1862. I-Te wus enga.ged in a large num
ber of bllttles and skirmishes, took part in the North 
Virginia and Maryland campaigns. WflS in t.he sec
ond battle of Bull liun, and ut Antietam fought 
with his brigade in Gen. A. S. Willia ms's division 
of Mansfield's corps, and guanlecl the upper Poto
mac at Harper's Ferry from September to Decem
bel', 1862. He engaged in opemtions about Cha.rles
ton harbor, S. C., in 1863-'4, WIIS in command of 
FloridlL ill May, 1864, kept open the communica
tions by White rivl'r with Little Rock, Ark, in 
July, a.lid took part in the operations agn.inst l\Io
bile in August. In 1864-'5 he was on duty in the 
Dep'Lrtmellt of Virginia in command of the eastern 
district, ,\.lid he was brevetted major-general of vol
unteers on 9 April, 1865. He then returned to the 
pmctice of law in Boston, and was for ~ome time 
collector of internal revenue. He published" The 
Army of Virginia from Cedar MOllntfloin to Alexa.n
dria." (Boston, 1880); "A War Diar)," (1881); and 
"From 'Brook Fa.rm to Cedar Mountain" (1883 . 




