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PREFACE.

Tue writing of this History has eXtef}defl over a period
of five years. It began while the cqﬂﬂl‘Ct of arms FRdi ﬂf
the hottest, and before it had passed 1tS doubtful period; it
is now concluded nearly three years after the surrender of
the rebel armies, but before the final stage of Reconstruc-
tion can be fairly said to have been Inf%uguratc.zd. It has
been a work of great magnitude, coveTIng as lt_ does the
events of seven years—and those sevent the most important
in our national history. .

The design of the Authors has been in no respect
modified by the fact that this is an Illustrated History.
We have written exactly as we should have done if the
interest of our readers depended upon - the unadorned re-
cital of facts. No pains have been spared—no expense
of time or of study—in order to make this the fullest and
most complete history of the Civil War which at this time
is possible. We have not compiled from other histories,
but have depended entirely upon the original materials
furnished by documents of every description, military
and political, no small proportion of which have never
been published, but have been obtained from prominent
actors on both sides of the contest. If we had hastened
to submit our work to the public, much  of this material,
both published and unpublished, would have been lost to
us, and our work would to that extent have lacked
completeness and maturity. By waiting we have also
been enabled to bring the history down to the beginning
of the present year, thus including the Reconstruction
acts of the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth Congresses. In
the whole scheme of the work no less prominence has
been given to political than to military events.

The materials from which we have drawn consist of
all the official reports, both National and Confederate,
which have been published, and a large number of
others which we have obtained in manuscript; the
official returns of the several armies on both sides ; the
imnumerable letters of war correspondents ; conversations
with prominent military officers, National and Confed-
erate; miscellaneous documents, mapss, memoranda, let-
te.rs, and orders, furnished by such officers: the Congres-
stonal Globe ; and numerous biographical sketches, more
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or less extended, of military and political chara.ctcrs.
Wherever it has seemed sufficient, we hav.c simply
referred to these authorities by citation; and in numer-
ous instances we have either quoted them in full or
given a summary of their testimony. .

The Introductory Chapters of the work were written
carly in the war by Mr. Richard Grant White. The
remainder, commencing with the section headed ““The
War for the Union,” is by us whose names appear on
the title-page. Each of us has written independently
of the other, except that we have had access to the
same materials, and have consulted together at every
stage of the work. As a rule, not however without
exceptions, the chapters relating to military operations
in the East, and the earlier ones upon political history,
are by Alfred H. Guernsey. Those relating to military
operations in the West, including the whole of Sherman’s
Campaigns, together with the later political chapters, are
by Henry M. Alden.

While fully confident of the justice of the National
cause in the Civil War, we have willingly conceded to
those who opposed that cause the same sincerity of
motive which we claim for ourselves, and the same
conviction of justice in their appeal to arms. We have
written of the living as if they were dead, and have
endeavored to anticipate the impartial verdict of the
future. If we have failed in this regard, it has been an
error of judgment rather than of feeling. In the political
chapters we have especially striven to avoid special
pleading in behalf of any party, seekihg to take the
attitude of the spectator and Jjudge rather than that of
the advocate.

Such has been the scheme of our work, such the
materials upon which it has been based, and such the
spirit. with which it has been conducted. The main
outlines of the struggle which we have here portrayed
we are confident will stand the test applied by time
and by the judgment of posterity.

A H G.
H.M. A,

New York, April, 1868.
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CHAPTER. XXII.
POPE'S CAMPAIGN IN VIRGINTA.!

Pope placed in command of the Army of Virginia.—Fremont relieved.—Positions of Pope's
Forces.—The Plan of Operations.—Pope’s Address.—His General Orders.—Similar Confeder-
ate Orders,—Pope concentrates his Force.—Jackson ordered to Gordonsville.—Re-enforced by
Hill.—Battle of Cedar Mountain.—Banks attacks and is repulsed.—The Losses.—Pope re-
enforced.—Jackson retreats to Gordonsville.—Lee joins Jackson, and Pope withdraws beyond
the Rappahannock.—Estimate of the Confederate Force.—The Design of Lee.—Mancenvring
on the Rappahannock,—Speedy re-enforcements promised to Pope.—Stuart's Raid on Catlett’s
Station.—Capture of Pope’s Dispatch-book, and its Consequences.—Lee’s new Plan of Opera-
tions.—dJackson marches for Thoroughfare Gap.—Longstreot follows him.—Pope begins to fall
back.—Jackson captures Stores at Manasses Junction.—Fight at Bristoe Station.—Fitz John

Porter ordered to move.—Taylor’s Brigade routed.—Jackson’s Peril.—Te falls back to Bull”

Run.—First Baitle at Groveton, A ugust 28.—Pope confident of destroying Jackson.—Jackson
stands at Bay.—Pope’s Plan.—Why it failed.— Affairs at Washington.—Halleck and McClel-
lan.—Second Battle of (ﬂqv cton, August 29.—Sigel's ineffectual Attack upon the Right.—Fight-
ing upon the Centre and Left.—Tongstreet reaches Thoroughfare Gap.—Skirmish at the Gap.
—TLongstreet's Advance unites with Jackson,—-McDowell and Porter.—TPope orders Porter to

8 e " e et P e L T
! In addition to the anthorities herctofore mentioned, we use mainly in this chapter Pope’s Re-
port, citing from the official copy, published by order of Congress; and the Report of the Fitz
John Porter Court-martial, cited as ¢ Court-martial,”

5D

. HALLEOK,

attack,—The Order not obeyed. —Hooker's and Reno's Attack upon the Left.—Hatch's Assault
along the Turnpike.—Close of the Battle.—FPope claims a Victory.—Pope’s new Order to Por-
ter.— 7%ird Battle at Groveton, August 30 : Strength of the two Armies.—Pope’s Forebodings.
—Is convinced that the Enemy is retreating, and orders a Pursuit.—The Confederate Position.
—The Union Line.—Porter attacks Jackson's Right.—Reno and Heintzelman attack the Cen-
tre.—dJackson demands Re-enforcements.—Longstreet's Movements,—Warren’s Stand.—Re-
treat of the Union Forces.—Losses in the Battles of Groveton.—The Forces after the Battle.—
Terror at Washington.—McClellan and his Friends.—The Battle of Chantilly, or Ox Hill.—
Death of Kearney and Stevens.—The Retreat to Washington.—Pope relieved from the Com-
mand.—Estimate of Pope’s Campaign.—The Difficulties in his Way.—His early Measures ju-
dicious.—His Error on the 29th.—The Time of Longstreet’s arrival on the Field.—The greater
Error of the 30th.—Estimate of Lee's Campaign.—Its different Phases,
N the 26th of June, the day on which the closing operations before
Richmond were commenced, General Pope was placed m command of
the “ Army of Virginia,” made up of the corps of Fremont, Banks, and
McDowell. Fremont took umbrage at being thus placed under an officer
whom he outranked, and asked to be relieved from his command. The re-
quest was readily complied with, and he disappears from the history of the
war, Sigel being placed in command of his corps. Pope found his army
widely scattered. Of McDowell’s corps of 18,500 men, one half;, under King.
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was at Fredericksburg, on the Rappahanhock, the other balf, under Ricketts,
at Manassas Junction, thirty miles to the north ; Banks, with 8000, and Fre-
mont, with 11,500, were at Middletown, fifty miles farther to the northwest,
with the Blue Mountains between them and Manassas. Infantry and artil-
lery numbered 34,000, and there were about 5000 cavalry. A considerable
part of the force was in bad condition.

The Federal government was-still nervously apprehensive for the safety
of Washington, though there was not a single Confederate soldier within
ten days’ march; every man had been withdrawn from the Shenandoah and
Rappahannock to the Chickahominy. Pope was ordered, as McDowell had
been, to cover Washington from attack from the direction of Richmond, as-
sure the safety of the Valley of the Shenandoah, and then, by menacing the
Confederate lines of communication with the South by way of Gordonsville,
to endeavor to draw off 'some of the force then opposed to McClellan before
Riechmond. The whole plan of the campaign was based upon the supposi-
tion that Jackson was still threatening the Valley, and thence Washington,
Maryland, and even, Pennsylvania, Pope’s first object was to concentrate
his scattered command-upon the line of the Rappahannock, whence he could,
by rapid marching, interpose between any body of the enemy moving up the
Valley and their main force at Richmond., The retreat of the Army of the
Potomac to the James changed the whole aspect of affairs, Pope soon fotind
that his plan for operations was wholly at variance with that of McClellan :
and at his suggestion Halleck was summoned! from the - West, and, as <rcnf
eral-in-chief, placed in command of both. Ry

Pope, on taking the field, issned an address to his army?
plication, the course of McClellan, and breathing a <
belied the forebodings which he felt.? 2

censuring, by im-
spirit of confidence which

Y July 11.

ul; AT o ? July 14,
> I ““took the field in V Irginia with grave forebodings of the result, but with a i

determination to

“I have come,” he said, “from the |

HARPER'S HISTORY OF THE GREAT REBELLION,

|
|
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West, where we have always seen the backs of our enemies; from an army
whose business has been to seek the adversury and beat him when found:
whose policy has been attack and not defense, I presume L.huL I have been
called here to pursue the same system, and to lead you against the enemy.
I desire you to dismiss from your minds certain phrases which I am sorry
to find much in vogue among you. I hear constantly of taking strong po-
sitions and holding them; of lines of retreat and bases of supplies. Let us
discard such ideas. The strongest position a soldier should desire is one
from which he tan most easily advance against the enemy. Let us study
the probable lines of retreat of our-opponent, and leave our own to take care
of themselves,”

This address was followed by a series of General Orders prescribing the
mode in which the campaign was to be conducted. The troops were, as far
as practicable, to subsist upon the country in which their operations were
carried on; vouchers were to be given for all supplies taken, payable at the
close of the war, upon proof that the holders had been loyal citizens.! .Th(-
cavalry should talce no trains for baggage or supplies, only two days’ rations,
to be carried on. their persons; villages and neighborhoods through which
they passed were to be laid under contribution for the subsistence of the
men and horses.?  People living along railroad and telegraph lines were to
be held responsible for all damage done to them, and for guerrilla ;1Lt.ac.ks.
If roads or telegraphs were injured by guerrillas, the inhabitants living
within five miles were to be turned out to repair them. If a soldier was
fired upon from a house, it was to be razed to the ground, and the inhab-
itants sent as prisoners to head-quarters. If such an outrage occurred at a
distance from any settlement, the people within five miles should be held
accountable, and made to pay an indemnity. Any person détected in such
outrages, either during the act or afterward, was to be shot, without await-
ing civil process.®  All disloyal male citizens near, within, or in the rear of

| the army lines were to be arrested ; those who took the oath of allegiance,

and gave security for its observance, were to be allowed to remain at home:
those who refused were to be sent South, beyond the extreme pickets of the
army, and if thereafter found behind, within, or near the lines, would be con-
sidered as spies, and subjected to the extreme rigor of military law. If any
one violated the oath of allegiance, he should be shot, and his property con-
fiscated. No communication should be held, except through the military
authority, with any person residing within the lines of the enemy; and any
person concerned in carrying letters or messages in any other way would
be considered and treated as a spy.*

Stringent as these orders were, their severest provisions had been more
than antieipated by the action of the Confederate government in Tennessee.
Eight months before,® Judah Benjamin, then Secretary of War, issued offi-
cial instructions *“ as to the prisoners taken among the traitors of Fast Ten-
nessee.”  All, said the order, who can be “identified in having been en-
gaged in bridge-burning, are to be tried summarily by drum-head court-
martial, and, if found guilty, executed on the spot by hanging. It would
be well to leave their bodies hanging in the vicinity of the burnt bridges.”
All who had not been so engaged were to be sent to Tuscaloosa, Alabama,
and to be kept in confinement as prisoners of war. “In no case,” continues
the order, “is one of the men known to have been up in arms against the
government to be released on any oath or pledge of allegiance. The time
for such measures is past. They are to be held as prisoners of war, and
kept in jail until the close of the war. Such as come in voluntarily, take
the oath of allegiance, and surrender their arms, are alone to be treated with
leniency.” The Confederate government, however, denounced the orders of
Pope as gross violation of the rules of war, and by a General Order® it was
declared that General Pope, and the commissioned officers serving under
him, were not entitled to the privileges of prisoners of war, and if any of
them were captured they were to be kept in close confinement; and if any
persons should be executed in pursuance of his General Orders, an equal
number of these prisoners selected by lot, should be hung. '

Pope’s first movement was to concentrate his scattered forces, so as to
bring them within something like supporting distance of each other. Sigel,
who now commanded Fremont’s corps, and Banks, were withdrawn from
the Valley of the Shenandoah, and posted near Sperryville, east of the Blue
Mountains ; Ricketts, with his division of McDowell’s corps, was brought
down from Manassas to Waterloo Bridge, twenty miles to the east; King's
division of McDowell's corps was still left at Fredericksburg. The Army
of Virginia was thus posted along a line of forty miles. The region having
been abandoned by the Confederates, a rapid march of two days, either from
his right or left, would have enabled Pope to seize Gordonsville, which com-
manded the main railroad communication between Richmond and the South.
Banks, who had in the mean while pushed southward a score of miles to
Culpepper, was ordered, on the 14th of July, to send Hatch, who commanded
the cavalry, to scize Gordonsville, and destroy the railroads which centre
there from both directions. Iatch failed to execute this order, and having
again failed a few days after, he was superseded in the command of the
cavalry by Buford.” :

Tidings of the renewed activity of the Federal forces on the Rappahan-

| nock soon reached Richmond, and although the Confederate capital was stil]

threatened by McClellan’s great army on the James, so important was the
possession of Gordonsville, the key of communication with the South, that
Lee ventured to weaken his force at Richmond in order to counteract the
menacing movements of Pope. On the 18th of July, Jackson, with his own
division and that of Ewell, was ordered to proceed to Gordonsville, with the

carry out the plans of the government with all the energy and all the skill of which T was mag-
ter.”— Pope’s Report, 6. ! Order No. 5. ? Order No. 6. 3 Order No. 7.
* Order Now 11. 5 Nov. 25, 1861. ¢ No. 54, August 1, 1862, " Pope’s Report.
.
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promise of re-enforcements in case there should be a chance to strike an
effective blow without withdrawing troops too long from the defense of
Richmond. Jackson found Pope too strong to warrant him in making any
offensive movements, and for a fortnight contented himself with holding
Gordonsville. But there being no indication that McClellan meditated
moving upon Richmond, Lee, on the 27th of July, sent A.P. Hill to join
Jackson.! The Counfederate force at Richmond was thus reduced by 85,000
men, fully a third of its number.

On the 29th of July Pope left Washington to join his army in the field.

On the Tth of August he advanced their position somewhat, concentrating
his infantry within a space of ten miles along the road from Sperryville to
Culpepper, the cavalry being thrown ten miles forward toward Gordons-
ville.  On the same day,Jackson, having been informed that only a part of
the enemy was at Culpepper, marched Lis command in that direction, hop-
ing to strike a portion of Pope’s army before it could be re-enforced. On
the morning of the 9th, Banks was pushed six miles forward to a strong
position near Cedar Mountain, and Ricketts was posted three miles in the
rear. Sigel had been ordered to march to Culpepper, so as to be there in
the morning ; but, owing to misconception of orders, he did not arrive until
late in the afternoon.

In the afternoon of the 9th, Ewell, whose division was in the advance,
came in sight of Banks’s position, near the northwestern flank of Cedar
Mountain, a conical hill which rises sharply a few hundred feet from a plain
intersected by crecks and low ridges. On the crest of one of these a body
of Union cavalry was seen, the infantry and artillery being hidden by the
opposite slope. Two brigades of Ewell's division, moving to the right, as-
cended Cedar Mountain, and planted their batteries two hundred feet up the
side, so as to command the valley below. The remainder of Ewell's divi-
sion, with a part of that of Jackson, keeping to the left, passed beyond the
base of the mountain, and took up a position on a wooded ridge opposite the
Union line. Hill’s division had not yet come up. Lawton’s brigade, the
strongest of Jackson's division, was left behind to guard the trains, and
took 1o part in the action. Between the wooded ridges occupied by the
two armies lay an open plain a few hundred yards wide; here was a corn-
field, and beyond this a wheat-field, upon which the yellow shooks of grain
just reaped were still standing. At four o’clock a fierce fire of artillery had
fairly opened. Some loss was sustained by the Federals from the batteries
on the mountain side; more by the Confederates in the plain below, Win-
der, who now led the brigade which still bore the name of “Jackson’s Own,”
was killed, and the command of it devolved upon Taliaferro. The cannon-
ade was kept up for an hour, when Banks, believing that the enemy were
in no great force,® threw his whole division in two columns across the grain-
field. One column charged straight across the field upon the Confederate
right.  Barly, who was posted there, being sorely pressed, called for re-en-
forcements. Hill had now come up, and one of his brigades was sent to
Barly’s support. The main assault was upon the Confederate left. So sud-
den was the onset, that the extremity of the Confederate line was turned,
and, before they were aware of it, they were charged directly in the rear,
and forced back upon their centre, which also gave way. All seemed lost.
The artillery, hurried to the rear, disappeared behind the crest of the ridge,
while the greater part of the infantry broke away in confusion fast verging
into rout. Jackson hurried in person to the front, and at length stopped the
flight and re-formed his broken line. Two more brigades of Hill's division
had now come up, and were pushed into action. The Confederates on the
field now outnumbered the Federals by nearly two to one® The Union
advance was checked, and then forced back across the open field beyond the
ridge from which they had come. In the mean while, Pope, who was with
Ricketts’s division, only three miles in the rear, became convinced, notwith-
standing the assurances which he had just received from Banks, that the en-
emy was really in force, and that a serious action was going on. IHe hur-
vied forward with Ricketts, and just at dusk met the retreating forces of
Banks. A new line was formed, toward which Jackson advanced cautious-
ly in thie darkness, opening upon it a sharp artillery fire, which was returned
50 vigorously that a Confederate battery was disabled and withdrawn. Jack-
son then fell back, and passed the night on the battle-field.

TIn this accidental engagement, which might be denominated simply an
“ affair” were it not for the magnitude of the loss on both sides, the Confeder-
ates lost, in Kkilled and wounded, about 1300; the Union loss was estimated
at about 1400 killed and wounded, and 400 prisoners. Besides these there
were a large number of stragglers, who vever returned to their commands.*

! Lee's Rep.,i., 15 ii., 3. ) .
2 Banks’s dispatches to Pope: “Angust 9, 2 25. The enemy shows his cavalry, which is strong,
ostentatiously. No infantry seen, and not much avtillery.  Woods on the left, said to be full of
troops. A visit to the front does not impress that the enemy intends immediate attack. He
seems, however, to he taking positions.”—*4 50. About four o’clock, shots were exchanged by
the skirmishers. Artillery fire on both sides in a few minutes. One regiment of rebel infantry
advancing. Now deployed in front as skirmishers. 1 have ordered a regiment on the right,
Williams’s, to meet them ; and one on the left, Augur’s, to advance on the left and in front.”—
«5 P.M. Tliey are now approaching each other.”—Pope’s Report, 218.

3 The Union force consisted only of Banks’s corps, numbering at the outset only 8000. There
were present, as is shown by the report of losses (Lee's Rep., ii., 49), forty-two regiments of Con-
federate infantry, 21,000 men in all; but of these only about one half were seriously engaged in
the actual fight. »Two thirds of the loss, indeed, fell upon ten of the regiments of Jackson and
Ewell.

4+ «No report of killed and wounded has been made to me by General Banks.
only form an approximation of our losses in that battle.
amounted to about 1800 men, besides which, fully 1000 men straggled back to Culpepper Court-
house and beyond, and never entirely returned to their commands. . . . No material of war nor
baggage-trains were lost on cither side.”—Pope’s Report, 11, Jackson says: ¢ We captured 400
prisoners, 5302 small-arms, one 12-pounder Napoleon and its caisson, with two other eaissons and
a limber, and three colors. The official reports of the cusun}tlcs in my command show a ln.ss of
993 killed, 1060 wounded, 31 missing—total loss, 1314, This was probably about one half that
sustained by the enemy.”—/Lec's Rep.,ii., 7. There is reason to suppose that Pope’s estimate of
his Toss was too low; for he puts down Banks's force before the battle at 8000, and nﬁor\'\':\rd he
counts it at 5000, a diminution of 3000. If half of the 1000 stragglers returncd to their com-
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During the next two days the armies lay watching each other, neithe
commander venturing upon any offensive movement. King had, on the
day before the battle, been ordered from Fredericksburg to join Pope. e
arrived on the evening of the 11th, raising Pope’s force to about 83,000.
With these, he proposed to fall at daylight upon Jackson, upon his line of
communications, and compel him “to fight a battle which must have been
entirely decisive for one army or the other™ Jackson, whose numbers
were about the same, had learned of the re-enforcements of Pope, and, sup-
posing them to be much greater than they were, fell back dm‘ihg the night
of the 11th, in order to *avoid being attacked by the vastly superior force
in front of me, and with the hope that General Pope would be induced to
follow me until I should be re-enforced.”

The Union cavalry followed the retiring enemy to the Rapidan, and cap-
tured some stragglers. They then returned to their former position, and
occupied the line of the Rapidan from Raccoon Ford to the base of the Blue
Ridge. On the 14th, Reno joined Pope with 8000 men of Burnside’s com-
mand, which had been brought from North Carolina to Fortress Monroe, and
thence to Fredericksburg. Pope, with his infantry, now numbering 40,000
men, pushed forward a little beyond Cedar Mountain. A week had not
passed, however, before Pope became assured that nearly the whole'of the
Confederate army had left Richmond, and were concentrated in his imme-
diate front, designing to overwhelm him before he could be joined by any
part of the Army of the Potomac. e thereupon fell back beyond the Ruﬁ-
pahannock, and by the 19th his army, 45,000 strong, infantry and cavalry,
was posted for eight miles along the north bank, from Rappahannoek Sta-
tion to Warrenton Springs. Across the river was Lee, with 85,000, being
the whole of the Confederate army of Virginia, with the exception.of D. IL.
Hill’s division, which was left a few days longer at Richmond, and Holmes's,
which was not moved at all.?

Burnside’s corps had been brought from North Carolina to Fortress Mon-
roe, and early in August it was known at Richmond that it was being em-
barked on transports. - The direction in which it was sent would furnish
clear indication of the Federal designs. If it came up the James to McClel-

mand, there remain 2500 for killed, wounded, and prisoners, or 2100 killed and wounded, which
we think to be about the true number. If all of the stragglers returned, there would still be a
loss of 400 prisoners, and 1600 killed and wounded.

' Pope’s Report, 11, 2 Jackson, in Lee's Rep.,ii., 7.

3 The Confederate ¢ Reports of the Army of Northern Virginia,” while minute npon almaost
every other topic, are almost wholly silent as to the force engaged in the operations of August and
September. We are forced to rely upon other sources for an approximative estimate of these
forces. Four independent lines of investigation, taken in connection with a few hints scattered
through the Reports, give results so nearly alike, that we consider our estimate as substantially
correct. ,

I. It was shown (ante, pp. 861, 379) that the effective force at the commencement of the ¢ Feten
Days” was 100,000, and that the losses in battle were about 20,000 ; to which should be added
probably 10,000 by sickness during the ensning six weeks.  The conseription law had been fairly
in operation since the close of June, and had, as the writer was informed by. General J. B, Juhn-
ston, during the five weeks after the battle of Fair Oaks, added about 40,000 to the army at Rich-
mond. The operation of this law being very uniform, 40,000 were probably added during the sis
weceks preceding the middle of August.  The reeruits, instead of being sent on from the camps of
instruction in regiments and brigades, were sent in squads to join the old regiments,  This'would
make the entire force at the middle of August a little more than it was at the close of June—that
is, 110,000. Every division and brigade, with the exception of that of Holmes, some 10,000 strong,
was finally sent from Richmond and Petersburg in the following order: Jackson, July 135 A. P.
Hill, July 27; Longstreet, August 18; D. H. Hill, August 21, joining Lee on the 23d of Septem-
her, three days after the battle of Groveton. Fhis makes the entire force at the outset 100,000 of
all arms. ;

II. The reports of casualties, which will be cited in the appropriate places, give the loss by regi-
ments in the whole series of battles; and as every regiment was apparently bronght jnto action at
one time or another, these lists contain the entire number of regiments.  'We find 177 difierent
regiments of infantry from the different states, as follows: Virginia, 39 Georgia, 87 ;. North Car-
olina, 26; South Carolina, 17; Alabama, 16; Mississippi, 12 Louisiana, 9; Texas, 3; Tennes-
see, 33 Florida, 2; Arkansas, 1. From indicia scattered here and there, we put the aggregate
strength of the regiments at 500, which gives 88,500 infantry ; the artillery and cavalry we put
down at 5000 each, making a total of 98,500 of all arms.

IIT. There were, in all, 40 brigades; each of these comprised from three to six regiments. - In
many cases the numbers which were carried into the separate actions are noted in the rejorts.

Somparing these, and taking into account the losscs previously reported, we find the brigades to
have averaged about 2250, making about 90,000 infantry, and 10,000 artillery and cavalry.

These data thns all indicate, without the probability of any material error, that the entire foree
of the Confederate army, previous to any losses on the march orin action, was about 100,000 of all
arms.  The regiments bronght into each action, and the losses in every battle being given through-
out, we shall be able to arrive at a very close approximation of the actual force at cach important
period of the campaign. -

. 1V. After the foregoing estimate had been made, T obtained an abstract of the official returns
of the various Confederate armies during almost the whole period of the war. These returns
came into the hands of the government at the surrender of the army of Lee.  An abstiact of these
was furnished by the War Department to Mr. William Swinton, author of the ¢ Campaigns of the
Army of the Potomac.” For this, and many other documents as yet inaccessible to the general
student, T am indebted to Mr. Swinton. These returns corrohorate the accuracy with which my
previous estimates had been framed. T here give the returns of the Confederate ¢ Army of Noyth-
ern Virainia” from Feb. 28,1862, to Feb. 28,1865, 1 shall have frequent oceasion, in subsequent
chapters, to vefer to this table. 'The explanatory notes appended to it are my own. In referring
to the strength of this army at different periods, I shall consider only those reported as ‘ present
for duty.” It will be seen that the retuins are wanting for some of the most important periods.
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ReTurns oF TuE CONFEDERATE ArMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA FROM Fen.

Fenb. 28, 1865.

P res: ent and Agpgregate  Present
Date. TR Absent for Duty: Date.  PrERENT Abeent  MGECE forbuty
1862. Feb. 280 .. S4,225 .. 27,829 .. bO: .. 47.617 | 1808. Nov. 20 .. 96,676 .. . BGOSS .. 4
" July 200 .. 137,080 .. 42,344 .. 94686 .. 69,559 | . Dec. 30 .. 91,953 .. 86,5 51715 ..
¢ Sept. 80¢ .. 189,143 .. 76,430 .. 62, .. 52,600 | 1864, Jan. 31 .. 79,602 ..
o Oct, 20 .. 163978 .. T4.403 .. . 67,805 ¢ Feh, 20 .. 68,435 ..
« Nov, 20 .. 158,790... 67,207 .. §6,583 ., 78,554 ¢ Mar. 10 .. e
% Dee. 81 .. 152,855 .. 61,799 .. 91, . 9,072 o April10 .. «o 61,318 ..
1868, Jan. 81 .. 144,605 .. 51,305 .. 98,207 .. 72,226 “  June 80 .. . G 6‘3..'171 b
o Feb, 28¢ .. 114,176 .. 80,740 .. . D3,5bY s July 101 .. .. 66,961 .. 08,544 ..
¢ Mar, 81 .. 100,830 .. 86460 .. T . 60,208 ¢ May 31 .. 8 .. 87,804 ., B3,9684 ..
% May 81 .. 133,680 .. 44,985 .. . 08.8352 & Qct. 81 . . 94,408 .. S‘.’,‘}K.’} & b
“ July 81 .. 117,602 .. 061 .. 53,611 .. 41,135 ¢ Nov. 80 . . 93,966 . §T.SGO s>
0 Aug. 81 .. 183,204 . 71,964 .. 59,327 “ Dec. 20 e IG,-{.’A < T8 L 66,181
¢ Sept. 80¢ .. 95,164 v 1) 1 .. 44,2067 | 1865. Jan, 81 .. 27 .. T1,064 .. 69,673 .. D3,44>
o Oct 81 ,. 9021 .. .. DT,251 .. 45,614 % Feb, 28¢., 100,411 .. 87,082 .. 73,340 .. B30M4

a Tt has been shown (unte, p. 360) that at the close of May this army numbered 67,000, and («nte, p. 861) that at the
end of June it had fully 100,000 men present for duty.

b Three weeks after the elose of the **Seven Days,”" its force present for d!ﬂ,\'.
1y 70,000 on the 20th of July. The returns for the next six weeks are wanting
were received, bringing its marching foree in Aungust fully up to 100,000, Ml - £

© On the 30th of September, a fortnight after the battle of Antietam, there were but |:-ya'.00 ¢t present,” including
sick and wounded. By this time all those who had fallen out in the march had rejoined their commands, so that the
campuign from Cedar Run to Antietam cost 38,000, digabled and deserters. During the next two months the army
was largely augmented by conseription. - L ol

4 The diminution at this time was owing to a part of Longstreet's corps having been sent to North Carolina, where
Le remained until May. .

¢ At this time Longstreet had been sent with re-enforcements to Bragg in Tennessee.

f From this time the effects of desertion and sickness became striki gly apparent. The number of the * ahsent"
exceeds, sometimes very considerably, that of the ** present:" while of thpse “Rroscnt“. only about two thirds were
fit for ** duty.” The effective strength of the army was only about cne third of its nominal force,

¢ The returns for the remainder of the period before the surrender are wanting,

notwithstanding its losses, was near-
but it is certain that large additions
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P | the centre of his line. Here all the army trains were parked, guarded
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ed attempts to cross at various points, and an almost continuous ar-
tillery fire was kept up along the whole line of eight miles, wmb httile
loss on either side.! Lee then began to move slowly up the river, in
order to turn the Union right. Pope had been directed to keep him-
self in communication with Fredericksburg, whither the Army of the
Potomac was being brought, and could not extend his right to check
the enemy. He was assured, however, that if he could hold 111:g .Ime
until the close of the 23d, he would receive re-enforcements sufficient
to enable him to assume the offensive.? ,On thé 22d he resolved to
cross the river the next morning, and fling his whole force upon the
flank and rear of Lee’s long column, which was passing toward his
richt. The manceuvre, except that it involved no long mm'qb of Fhe
attacking column, would have been almost a repetition of that by which
Lee assailed McClellan’s retreating column at Frazier’s Farm ; but such
was the disparity of force that it could hardly }mvc bcex} Othelj than a
disastrous failure. But a fierce rain-storm during the night raised the
waters of the shallow river six or eight feet, swept away the bridges
and overflowed the fords, so as to render the movement il]]})l‘actical?le,
and also prevented Lee from any serious attempt to cross above, which
he had begun to do.? . .
An episode occurred during that stormy night of the 22d wh;ch,
though trifling in itself, changed the whole course of the campaign.

by 1500 infantry and five companies of cavalry. Stuart, with 1500
cavalry, had crossed the river above Pope’s exfreme right, and, gain-
ing the rear of his line, pressed, without being discovered, down to Cat-
lett’s Station. Here, in the midst of the darkest night he ever knew, -
Stuart found bimself 1n the very midst of the Union camp. By chance
he encountered a negro whom he had known before, who offered to
guide him to the spot occupied by Pope’s staff. A few companies
stole unperceived up to the tents “occupied by the convivial staff of
' Pope,” charged upon them, captured one or two of the inmates, and
| | seized some plunder. But of far more importance than all was Pol?e’s
- | dispateh-book, which revealed just the situation of his army, his im-
minent need of re-enforcements, and his expectation of the time when
they would reach him.* This bold dash cost one man killed and one
wounded. When-that unnamed negro, accidentally encountered in
the darkness, guided the Sixth Virginia cavalry to Pope’s tent, he was
potentially fighting the battles of Groveton and Antietam.

The disclosures made by this dispatch-book convinced Lee that, if
he could at once throw his force directly upon the Union rear, cutting
its communications with Washington, Pope’s whole army could be de-
stroyed or captured. To do this his force must be divided, a part
marching rapidly around the enemy’s right to his rear, the remainder
oceupying his attention in front until the departing column was well
advanced, when it would follow by the same route.®* The manceuvre
was a delicate one, dependipg upon every movement being exccuted

| e

at the precise time. A sudden storm, or any other accident interfering

| WaTERs - Son go my. 1o

== for a single day, would thwart the whole plan. It was also hazardous,

MAP OF THE OAMPAIGN IN VIRGINIA.

lan, the siege of Richmond was to be pressed. If it went to the Rappahan-
nock, McClellan would be withdrawn from the James. Mosby, soon to be

known as a vigorous partisan leader, had been captured ; being set free by -

exchange, he passed Fortress Monroe as Burnside was embarking. He
learned from a sure source that the destination was the Rappahannock, and
conveyed to Lee the long-wished-for information.! Reports, which, how-
ever, were premature, also affirmed that a part of McClellan’s army had
gone to the aid of Pope. It was clear, therefore, that active operations
against Richmond were no longer contemplated ; and Lee believed that he
might venture to leave the Confederate capital, and advance with almost his
whole army upon Pope, and overwhelm him before re-enforcements could
reach him. Some changes had been made in the organization of his army.
Huger, whose incompetency had been demonstrated, was displaced ; Ma-
gruder was sent to Texas. Their divisions, and that of Whiting, which had
been only temporarily attached to Jackson’s force during the Seven Days,
were united with that of Longstreet, and placed under his command. This
body of 50,000 men left Richmond by the 18th of August, and moved with
such rapidity that by the 16th it had passed Gordonsville, and was advane-
ing toward the Rappahannock, whither Jackson had proceeded the day be-
fore.? Thus, two days before McClellan’s advance corps and trains had
fairly started from their camp on the James, Richmond and Petersburg were
left defended only by about 20,000, the division of D. II. Hill and Holmes,
with perhaps a few raw conseripts who had not been assigned to their places

in the grand army.  So secretly had this movement been made, that on this ]

very day reports reached McClellan that the enemy were advancing against
him from the Chickahominy; and on the 17th he wrote that he should not
feel entirely secure until he had his whole army beyond the Chickahominy 3
and a week later he thought it necessary to strengthen the defenses of York-
town to resist an attack from the direction of Richmond. On that, very
day D.H. Hill left Petersburg with his division, the last to join in the
movement toward Washington.*

Early on the morning of the 20th the pickets of Pope’s right at Rappa-
hannock Station were driven in, and before night the main body of the Con-
federate infantry, outnumbering him almost two to one, were in his front
across the Rappahannock. During the two following days Lee made repeat-

L Cooke’s Stonewall Jackson.
¥ McC. Rep., 814, 317.

* Lee's Rep., i., 185 ii., 81, 90.
* McC. Rep., 3205 Le€'s Rep,, ii., 111.

for the Union army might fall with equal or superior force upon either
of the separated divisions. Still, the chance of great success was sufficient
to warrant the attempt, and not a moment was lost in carrying it out.

The first part, upon the suceessful execution of which every thing de-
pended, was confided to Jackson, whose capacity for condueting a rapid
march had been abundantly tested. On the morning of the 25th he left
his position, passed up the south bank of the Rappahannock, crossing the
river beyond Pope’s extreme right, and then pressed rapidly up the narrow
valley between Blue and Bull Run Mountains. The column pressed on by
strange country roads and by “nigh cuts” across open fields, and at mid-
night, after a march of twenty miles, reached Salem, a little town just op-
posite the Thoroughfare Gap, through which he hoped to pass the Bull Run
Mountains, and emerge directly upon Pope’s rear. If that pass should be
defended the whole movement would be a failure. Stuart, with all the
cavalry, accompanied the column on its right, scouring the region between
it and the Union force. It was hoped that the movement would be unper-
ceived and unsuspected by the enemy. “Don’t shout, boys, the Yankees
will hear us,” said Jackson, as the long column passed by a point where he
stood, proudly watching their rapid march. “ Who could fail,” he said, “to
win vietory with these men 2

Pope, however, was not taken by surprise. Jackson’s march had hardly
been begun when he was informed that ‘““a large detachment of the enemy,
numbering 36 regiments of infantry, with the usual number of batteries of
artillery and a large cavalry force, was marching rapidly up the North
Branch, and was then pressing on toward White Pliins and Salem, and
from these points would be able to turn our right by the direction of Thor-
oughfare Gap, or even north of that place.”” He was, however, compelled

! The Confederate loss, Augnst 20-23, was 152 killed and wounded.—7,e¢'s Rep., ., 50.

* Halleck to Pope, August 21: I have telegraphed to General Burnside to know at what hour
he can re-enforce Reno. I am waiting bis answer. Every effort must be made to hold the Rap-
pahannock. Targe forces will be in to-morrow.”—Later, same day: *‘I have Jjust sent. [query
received] General Burnside’s reply. General Cox’s forces are coming on from Parkershurg, and
will be here to-morrow or next day. Dispute every inch of ground, and fight like the devil til] we
can re-enforce you. Forty-eight hours more, and we can make you strong enough. Don’t yield
an inch if you can help it.”—Pope's Report, 221, 292,

General Haupt, Superintendent of Transportation at Alexand ¥ia, to Pope, received Angnst 24 :
““Thirty thonsand troops or more demand transport.  'We can manage 12,000 per day. The
new troops might march, the veterans go in cars, horses driven; baggage, tents, ete., wait until
they can be forwarded. Supplies take precedence. "—Later, same day: “We expect to clean ont
all the troops now here, and all that are expected to-day.”—7bid,, 297, * Pope’s Report, 18.

* Stuart, in Lee's Rep., ii., 137. & Lee's Rep., i, 21. Cooke's Stonewall Jackson, 275,

7 Lope’s Report, 15. Colonel J. 8. Clark, who at great risk watched Jackson’s murch’, saw
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by his orders to hold his force in such a position as to enable him to keep
up his communication with Fredericksburg. Assurances of speedy re-en-
forcements were so precise and definite that he felt warranted in holding
his position. He was assured that 80,000 would reach him by thé 25th;
but on the evening of that day only 8000 had come up.!

On the 26th, Longstreet, who had kept up a show of force in front of
Pope, yet all the while creeping away to his right, commenced his march to
unite with Jackson, who, having left Salem at daybreak, was pressing through
Thoroughfare Gap. Pope then abandoned the line of the Rappahannock,
and undertook to throw his whole force in the direction of Gainesville and
Manassas Junction. On the morning of the 27th he had 54,000 infantry,
made up of his own Army of Virginia, and the re-enforcements which had
reached him from Burnside’s corps and the Army of the Potomac. He had
also nominally 4000 cavalry, but their horses were so broken down that
hardly 500 were fit for service.”

Jackson, in the mean while, had passed Thoroughfare Gap on the morning
of the 26th; pressed past Gainesville, which Pope supposed to be strongly
occupied, but where there was not a single Union soldier, and by sunset was
at Bristoe Station, on the railroad which formed Pope’s chief means for sup-
plies. At Manassas Junction, seven miles distant, was a large dépdt of sup-
plies almost without guard.® A strong body of cavalry under Stuart, and
about 500 infantry under Trimble, were dispatched to seize these stores.
They pressed on through the darkness, though the infantry had made a
mareh of more than twenty miles that day, and before dawn had effected
their purpose, capturing the only considerable dépdt of stores between
Pope’s army and Washington.* These stores were destroyed by the Con-
federates, and so were of little advantage to Jackson beyond giving his
hungry troops rations for a single day, but their loss proved a serious dis-
advantage to Pope. '

On the morning of the 27th the greater part of Jackson’s command moved
to Manassas, leaving Ewell at Bristoe, upon which place Hooker was march-
ing. A short action took place in the afternoon, in which Ewell was worst-
ed, but he fell back in good order to Manassas.® Fitz John Porter, who, with
4500 men, was at Warrenton Junction, nine miles distant, was ordered by
Pope to move during the night to Bristoe, to the support of Hooker, whose
ammunition was entirely exhausted. He was to be there at daybreak, but
did not reach the place until six hours later.® Meanwhile a considerable
body of Union troops came down toward Manassas along the railroad.
They found the Junction too strongly held to be recovered, and after a gal-
Jant fight, in which General Taylor was killed, they retreated with much loss.”

Pope’s force was now concentrating in the neighborhood of Manassas.
Had-this concentration been effected one day earlier, Jackson would have
marched into the jaws of destruction. As it was, he was in imminent peril.
ITe had no alternative but to retreat, but whither it was hard to say.
McDowell, marching to his right from Warrenton, was at Gainesville, with
a force equal to his own, cutting him off to the west by the route by which
he had advanced. To retreat northward toward Aldie would have removed
him every step farther from the main army of Lee, which was yet beyond
the Bull Run Mountains. He adopted the only course which could have
saved him, and even in this the chances were fearfully against him. This
was to fall back toward the point from which Longstreet was advancing,
and at the same time deceive his opponent as to the direction of his retreat.
His own division, now commanded by Taliaferro, moved from Manassas
directly north, while Ewell and Hill, with the cavalry, marched northeast-
ward, as if pushing straight for Washington. At Centreville they turned
sharply west, and during the 98th rejoined Taliaferro a little west and north
of the battle-field of Bull Run® The ruse succeeded. Pope withdrew
McDowell from Gainesville, marched him directly toward Centreville, and
ordered Heintzelman in the same direction. Jackson had now secured
a strong position a little north and west of the battle-field of Bull Run.
McDowell’s line of march led him close by the right of Jackson, and ex-
posed him to a flank attack. This was made by Jackson just before sunset,
and a sharp action, mostly of artillery, ensued, which was terminated by the
darkness, neither side gaining any decided advantage,® and both suffering
heavy loss. Ewell and Taliaferro were severely wounded.'

Pope, supposing that Jackson was in full retreat to Thoroughfare Gap,
was confident that.there was no escape for him. At half past nine he wrote
to Kearney, “McDowell has intercepted the retreat of the enemy, and is now

only a part of his foree. Instead of 86 regiments of infantry, Jackson had about 66, all of which

.were on the march. The entire cavalry force of the Confederate army was at this time with

Jackson, for Longstreet (Lee's Rep., ii., 81) says that on the 27th he had no cavalry.

1 Pope’s Report, 15.  Also, considerably enlarged, Reb. Rec., v., 348. Also Note * ante, p. 384,

2 Pope's Report, 17.

3 At half past ten on the evening of that day, McDowell, then at Warrenton, wrote to Pope,
¢« Centreville and Manassas are fortified, the former sufficiently to offer a stout resistance, and the
Jatter enough to aid materially raw troops.”—Pope’s Report, 200.

+ Among the stores captured were 50,000 pounds of bacon, 1000 barrels of beef, 2000 of pork,
2000 of flour; two trains loaded with stores and clothing, large quantities of forage, 8 guns, 42
wagons and ambulances, 200 tents ; 300 prisoners, 200 negroes, and 175 horses also fell into their
hands. — Lee’s Rep., ii., 155. A sharp dispute arose between Stuart and Trimble as to the credit
of this operation, each denying the claims of the other.— Ibid., 143, 150-159.  Jackson (Zbid.,
93) clearly gives it to Trimble. 5 Lee's Rep., 93.

6 Pope’s Testimony on Porter's Trial.  The failure to execute this order formed one of the
charges against Porter, who was subsequently tried by court-martial and cashiered.

7 Lee’s Rep.,ii., 93. f

8 Pope indeed says (Report, 18) that, if Jackson had massed his whole force and attacked the
Union centre at Bristoe Station, the most serious consequences would have ensued ; but the result
fully justifies Jackson’s course.

9"Pope says, ¢ Bach party maintained its ground.” Jackson says, ¢‘The Federals did not at-
tempt to advance, but maintained their ground with obstinate determination. Both lines stood
exposed to the discharge of musketry and artillery until about nine o’clock, when the enemy slow-
ly fell back, yielding the field to our troops.”

10 The actions of this and the two following days are known as indifferently as the ¢ Second
Bull Run Battle,” the ¢ Battle of Manassas Plains,” the ¢ Second Manassas Battle,” and the ¢ Bat-
tle of Groveton,” They were all one battle, fought on the same ground. We think Groveton the
most appropriate, that being the name of a small hamlet near the centre of the battle-field.
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in his front. Unless he can escape by by-paths leading to the north to-
night, he must be captured.” McDowell must hold his ground at all haz-
ards, prevent the retreat of Jackson, and by daylight the next morning the
whole force would be up from Centreville and Manassas Junction, and be-
tween them the enemy must be crushed. Jackson had now, after his losses,
exclusive of cavalry, not quite 30,000 men. Pope had, or rather supposed
that he had, 50,000, who could be brought into action in the morning. Of
these, 25,000, under McDowell, Sigel, and Reynolds, were supposed to be
directly west of Jackson, between him and the Gap; 25,000 more, with
Kearney, Hooker, and Reno, near Centreville, on the east. His only appre-
hension was that Jackson might retreat northward toward Leesburg, and to
prevent this, Kearney was to keep close to him during the night of the
28th.!

This apparently well-conceived plan was based upon a misconception as
to the purpose and position of the enemy. Jackson had no purpose of re-
treating, but had taken a position which he meant to hold until he should
be joined by Longstreet, who was a full day’s march nearer him than Pope
supposed. The execution of his plan was prevented by a movement previ-
ously made by McDowell, who had sent Ricketts toward Thoroughfare Gap,
and had before withdrawn King’s division to Manassas Junction, near which
place Porter now was. Pope’s force, therefore, instead of being in the rear
and on the front of Jackson, was on his right flank and front—Sigel’s corps
near Groveton, close on the flank; McDowell and Porter near Manassas ;
Reno and Heintzelman in front, toward Centreville. MecDowell and Porter
were ordered, on the morning of the 29th, toward Gainesville, and thus gain
a position somewhat in Jackson’s rear, while Sigel was to fall upon his flank,
and Heintzelman and Reno, marching from Centreville, to attack him in
front. These movements would bring the whole force together; and when
communication was established, the whole command was to halt, and, above
all things, to oceupy a position from which they could reach Bull Run that
night; for Pope presumed that it would be necessary to do this on account
of supplies. ¢ The indications,” he said, “are, that the whole force of the
enemy is moving in this direction at a pace which will bring them here by,
to-morrow night or next day.”

Pope’s expectation upon the morning of the 29th was, with his whole
force, two to one, to fall upon Jackson’s front, right flank, and rear; and he
hoped, with good reason, *to gain so decisive a victory over the army un-
der Jackson, before he could have been joined by any of the forces under
Longstreet, that the army of Lee would have been so crippled and checked
by the destruction of this large force as to be no longer in condition to pros-
ccute operations of an aggressive character.™ This accomplished, he would
have fallen back across Bull Run, and have awaited supplies and re-enforce-
ments, which would in a day or two have given him a force superior to that
of the enemy. This plan failed utterly through the determined resistance
opposed by Jackson, and from the fact that Longstreet was nearer at hand
than was supposed. At the very moment when this order was written,
Longstreet was pressing through the narrow gorge of Thoroughfare Gap;
and, instead of coming to Jackson’s aid *to-morrow night or next day,” he
was able to give him essential support that afternoon, and by the next morn-
ing, the 80th, to bring his whole force upon the field.

In the mean while all was confusion, doubt, and ignorance at the Federal
capital. McClellan lefs Fortress Monroe on the 23d for Acquia Creek, on
the Rappahannock, whither a part of his army had preceded him, and the
rest was to follow. Next day he telegraphed to Halleck for orders, and es-
pecially for information as to where Pope was, and what he was doing. *“ 1
do not know,” replied the general-in-chief, “ where Pope is, or where the
enemy in force is. These are matters which I have been all day most anx-
ious to ascertain.” Two days later Halleck telegraphed, “ There is reason
to believe that the enemy is moving a large force into the Shenandoah Val-
ley. Don't draw any troops down the Rappahannock at present; we shall
probably want them all in the direction of the Shenandoah. Perhaps you
had better leave Burnside in charge at Acquia Creek, and come to Alexan-
dria, as very great irregularities are reported there.” On the 27th still
there was no sure information as to what was going on. Past midnight,
McClellan had heard that heavy firing had been heard at Centreville; he
had sent to ascertain the truth, and, meanwhile, asked anxiously whether
the works in front of Washington were garrisoned and ready for defense.
At 1 85 there is news that “ Taylor’s brigade, sent this morning to Bull Run
Bridge, had been cut to pieces or captured ;” and McClellan thinks the best
policy will be to malke the works at Washington “ perfectly safe, and mobil-
ize a couple of corps as soon as possible, but not to advance them until they
can have their artillery and cavalry.” At 2 80: “I still think that we
should first provide for the immediate defense of Washington on both sides
of the Potomac. I am not responsible for the past, and can not be for the
future, unless I receive authority to dispose of the available force according
to my judgment. Please inform me at once what my position is. I do not
wish 1o act in the dark.” At6: “A dispatch from Pope, dated at 10 A M.,
says, ‘ All forces now sent forward should be sent to my right, at Gaines-
yille) T have at my disposal here about 10,000 men of Franklin’s corps,
about 2500 of General Tyler’s brigade, and Colonel Tyler's 1st Connecticut
Artillery, which I recommend should be held for the defense of Wash-
ington. If you wish me to order any part of this force to march to the
front, it is in readiness to march at a moment’s notice to any point you may
indicate.™ At 4 10, on the 28th: “ Franklin is with me here at Alexan-

! Pope’s Report, 19.

2 Pope’s General Order, No. 5, August 29, to McDowell and Porter.—Report, 241.

s Pope’s Report, 22. AP

+ The dispatches are dated 1 35, 92 80, 6 P.M., August 27 ; but the context indicates that they
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dria. I will know in a few minutes the condition of the artillery and cav-
alry.  We are not yet in a condition to move; may be by to-morrow morn-
ing. T have ordered troops to garrison the works at Upton’s Hill. They
must be held at any cost. It is the key to Washington, which can not be
seriously menaced as long as it is held.” Halleck writes: “Place Sumner’s
corps, as it arrives, near the guns, and particularly at the Chain Bridge.
The principal thing now to be feared is a cavalry raid into this city, espe-
cially in the night time.” McClellan, on the 29th: “Franklin’s corps is in
motion; started about 6 P.M. He has but forty rounds of ammunition, and
no wagons to move more. I do not think he is in condition to accomplish
much if he meets with serious resistance. I should not have moved him
but for your pressing order of last night.” And in the afternoon, the battle
then being fought, though no one at Washington knew it: “The last news
L received from Manassas was from stragglers, to the effect that the enemy
were evacuating Centreville and retiring toward Thoroughfare Gap. This
is by no means reliable. I am clear that one of two courses should be
adopted : (1st.) To concentrate all our available forces to open communica-
tion with Pope. (2d.) To leave Pope to get out of his scrape, and at once
use all our means to make the capital perfectly sure. No middle ground
will now answer. Tell me what you wish me to do, and I will do all in my
power to accomplish it.”!

Official reports from Washington notified McClellan that large bodies of
the enemy were moving through Vienna, in the direction of the Chain
Bridge; so McClellan halted Franklin at Annandale, only a few miles to-
ward Pope.? Yet there was not a Confederate soldier within thirty miles,
or between him and the forces at Washington. Jackson was sternly hold-
ing his ground beyond Bull Run, on almost the very spot where a year, a
week, and a day before he had won the title of “Stonewall ;" and Long-
street, having marched since early dawn, and for three successive days be-
fore, was within hearing of the noise of the battle which Jackson was so
firmly waging.

Barly on the morning of the 29th Sigel opened the attack on the Confed-
erate right.> Jackson’s left, under Hill, stretched northward toward Sudley
Ford, on the Bull Run; then came Ewell’s division, under Lawton, in the
centre; then Jackson’s own division, now commanded by Starke, on the
right, resting near the little hamlet of Groveton. His force lay mainly be-
hind an abandoned railroad, whose deep cuttings formed a strong intrench-
ment. The ground was thickly wooded. His artillery was mainly massed
in on low ridges in the rear of his right. Jackson’s front fell back about
half a mile until they reached the abandoned railroad, where a fierce com-
bat ensued.* Milroy and Schurz, of Sigel’s corps, charged fiercely upon the
enemy, sheltered by this embankment, but were driven back; the charge
was repeated, and again repulsed. The Confederates then advanced, but
were checked by a hot artillery fire, and fell back to their position.®  Jack-
son was fighting a defensive battle, in order to hold his position until re-en-
forced by Longstreet, who was rapidly coming up. Pope came upon the
field about noon, and, in reply to Sigel’s request for aid, told him that he
must hold his ground, but that he should not be again pushed into action,
for McDowell and Porter were coming up from Manassas by the Gainesville

were sent during the night of the 27th, and should properly have been dated at
of the 28th. ' McC. Rep., 521]-33& o ’h}’;l: %é\g
* Pope says the attack began about daylight.  Sigel says: “From half past six to half pa’st ten
our whole m&"mry and nearly all our batteries were engaged in a most vehement artillery and in-
fantry contest.” Jackson says: ¢ In the morning, about ten o'clock, the Federal artillery opened
with spirit and animation upon our right, which was soon replied to by our batteries.”
¢ Pope says: ‘“Jackson fell back several miles, but was so closely pressed that he was compelled
l;? make a stand, and make the best defense possible.”  This is clearly an error, for Sigel says,
Milroy and Schurz advanced one mile, and Schenck two miles from their original positions ;"

and these were from three quarters of a mile to a mile and a half from a belt of woods occupied

by the Confederate skirmishing-line. ‘This simply fel 3 y i
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