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CHAPTER XLIL

THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN.

The general Military Situation at the opening of the Spring Campaign of 1864.—Richmond and
Atlanta, held by the Armies of Lee and Johnston, were the Helmet and Shield of the Clonfeder-
acy,—The Progress of the National Arms thus far had heen in the West.—Importance of the
Victories of Vickshurg and Chattanooga.—The Exhaustion of the Confederate Strength forhids
offensive Operations on a large Scale by the Confederate Armies.—Comparison of the Operations
during the Last Stage of the War to those of a Siege.—President Davis's Conduct of his West-
ern Army.—Lack of Unity in Military Operations had heen a great Fault on both Sides.—T. 8.
Grant is made Tientenant General of the Armies of the United States.—TTe is ordered to Wash-
ington to receive his Commission.—His Letter to General Sherman, and Sherman's Reply.—
General Sherman suceeeds to Grant's former Command, and General J. B. McPherson to Sher-
man's,—Sherman goes to Nashville, and accompanies Grant thence to Cineinnati. —Lieutenant
General Grant’s Theory of prospective Operations.—Sherman's Tour of Observation.—Compo-
sition of his Army.—His Preparations for the Atlanta Campaign.—He orders the People of Ten-
nessee to supply their own Rations.—He is ready for movement May 6th.—Review of General
Thomas’s Operations during the Winter.—Difficult Task assigned to General Johnston, com-
manding the Confederate Army,—His Correspondence with Bragg.—Can have no Re-enforce-
ments for a Defensive Campaign.—Wiiile Johnston and Bragg discuss, Sherman moves against
Dalton.—McPherson's Movement through Snake Creek Gap, threatening Resaca.—Tis Attack
is delayed, and Hood is sent to Resaca.—Sherman moves his entire Army against Resaca.—
Johnston evacuates Dalton.—The Battles of May 14th and 15th.—Johnston, again flanked,
abandons Resnea, and, crossing the Oostenaula, retreats to Cassville.—Jefi. C. Davis’s Division ac-
cupies Rome, Sherman's forces, in the mean time, advancing against Cassville.—Johnstan con-
sults with his Corps Commanders ; Hardee advises Battle, Hood and Polk a Retreat.—Johnston,
May 20th, crosses the Etowah.—Sherman follows May 23d, and, avoiding Allatoona, moves to the
right against Dallas,—He finds the Enemy in his front, May 25th, at New Hope Church.—The
Battle of New Hope Church.—Sherman develops toward the Teft.—Battles of May 27th and
28th.—Sherman, continuing the Movement to the Left, seeures the Railroad at Ackworth, June
Gth, fortifies Allatoona as a secondary Base, and is re-enforced by Blair's Corps and Long’s Cay-
alry.—Johnston also shifts his Position, and oceupies Kenesaw in Sherman’s Front.—Sherman
hears of Morgan's Defeat in Keutucky, and of Forrest's Victory over Sturgis in Mississippi.—
Lientenant General Polk is killed June 14, and Pine and Lost Mountains are abandoned by the
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Enemy.—The new Confederate Line aronnd Kenesaw.— Villainously bad” Weather delays
Sherman.—Hooker is attacked by Hood and repulsed, June 22, near the Kulp House.—Sher-
man assaults the Confederate Position at Kenesaw, June 27, without success,—He extends his
Right toward Marietta, and on July 2 threatens Turner’s Ferry on the Chattahoochee. —The next
Day Johnston abandons Kenesaw.—Sherman is foiled in the Attempt to strike the Enemy while
crossing the Chattahoochee.—He secures three Crossings above Johnston's Téte de Pont, and de-
stroys the Rosswell Factories.—Johnston crosses on the night of July 9th, and takes Position
on Peach-tree Creck,—The Situation at this Stage of the Campaign.—Roussean’s Raid on the
West Point Railvond.—Sherman crosses the Chattahoochee July 17th.—The same day Johnston
is removed from command and suceeeded by Hood.—The Battle of Peach-tree Creek, July 20.
—The Battle of the 22d.—General McPherson’s Denth.—Stoneman’s and MeCook’s Ruids.—
Sherman gives Howard command of the Army and Department of the Tennessee, and transfers
that Army to the west of Atlanta.—Tlooker’s Resignation.—The Battle of July 28th.—Sher-
man extends his Tines toward East Point,—ITis Ohjmlri\'e the Macon Railroad.—Hood sends
Wheeler North.— Kilpatrick’s Raid,.—The Siege abandoned, August 25th ; the Twentieth Corps
guards the Chattahoochee Bridge, and the rest of Sherman's Army moves against Jonesborough
and the Macon Road.—The Baitles of Joneshorough, August 31st and September Ist.—Hood
evacuates Atlanta on the morning of September 2d.—General Sherman occupies the City, and
orders the Tuhabitants to Leave.—The Ixodns.—Correspondence between Generals Sherman
and ]irmrl.
N the four last chapters we have passed round the skirts of that central
_ field in which, during the summer and autumn of 1864, the fate of the
attempted Southern Confederacy was decided. From the eastern coast of
Florida to the Missouri River our survey has ranged—embracing within its
scope the brief Florida campaign of General Seymour, begun February 6th,
1864, and terminating on the 20th in the disastrous battle of Olustee; Gen-
| E ,_ :-/ 3 . . . - o 3
eral Sherman’s successful expedition to Meridian, February 8-26, 1864;
General Banks's operations against the coast of Texas, September 5th, 1863~
January 12th, 1864 ; the ill-advised and mismanaged Red River expedition
in the spring of 1864 ; the military operations in Arkansas, January 8,1863
~May 2,1864; and Rosecrans’s campaign against Price in September and




598

October, 1864. From a chronclogical stand-point this survey ought perhaps
to have included the siege of Charleston in the summer of 1863, and the
operations of Admiral Farragut against the forts in Mobile Bay, August,
1864. We have determined otherwise, and shall treat of these operations
in other connections—those against Mobile as a preliminary part of t}.Je cam-
paign which finally resulted in the captare of that eity, and the siege of
Charleston in connection with Sherman’s march from Atlanta to Goldsbor-
ough. ) :

We turn, therefore, immediately to the consideration of Sherman’s cam
paign against Johnston, terminating, after four months of strategical ma-
neeuvring, in the capture of Atlanta.

The spring of 1864 opened a new era for the armies of the Union. The
war against the rebellion had now been going on for three years. Secretary
Seward’s proplietic period had already been multiplied by twelve, and still
two great armies protected the Confederacy—covering Richmond, its head,
and Atlanta, its heart. The helmet of the rebellion was Lee’s Army of
Northern Virginia; the shield before its heart was Johnston’s Army of the
Mennessee. To erush the one or pierce the other would be a death-blow.
Thus far the Army of Northern Virginia had protected Richmond against
the successive approaches of McDowell, McClellan, Burnside, and Hooker,
and, after the repulse of the last, had boldly reversed the order of move-
ment and invaded Pennsylvania, almost touching the Susquehanna in its
northward march. This audacity had met its rebuke at Gettysburg, but
Lee's army had resumed the defensive and still defied attack. Whatever
progress had been made by the national arms had been in the West. The
possession of the Mississippi had severed the western from the eastern half
of the Confederacy. West of that river Kirby Smith’s armies were secure
from attack, not so much by their own strength as by the wastes of Texas
—a sort of American Russia—f{rom which, while they could safely whisper
“Mosecow” to any invader, they could not advance north of the Arkansas
without disaster. Between the Mississippi River and the Appalachian
range of mountains the waves of conflict had fluctuated, swaying northward
and southward under the varying conditions of the war. President Davis
was partial to an aggressive system of warfare. At an earlier period the
invasion of the Northwestern States with a large army was practicable, and
disorganized the plans of the Federal generals for pushing the war south-
ward. Bragg's invasion of Kentucky was the last of these attempts which
assumed formidable proportions. Its only success had been in the delay
which it occasioned in the progress of the Union army. The secure posses-
sion of Chattanooga at the close of 1863 stayed this tendency of the war to
fluctnate northward. After that the Confederate invasions were undertaken
only with cavalry; flying tempests they were, sometimes violent in their
ravages, but the work which they accomplished was of little military im-
portance. These petty storms were soon past, and their wreck obliterated.
It is true that, even after the capture of Nashville, Hood's army advanced
northward to Nashville, but it was a desperate resort, and, as we shall soon
see, illustrated at the same time its danger and its folly. But, beaten back
to the mountains of Northern Georgia, the Army of the-Tennessee still pre-
gented a bold front, covering the central and vital portion of the Confedera-
ey. From Richmond to Atlanta, and on the coast from Wilmington to Mo-
bile, the ontside barriers of the Confederacy stood.! But let this outward
shell be broken, even at a single strong point, and the whole structure must
crumble into ruin. For the three past years had nearly exhausted the in-
ternal resources of the rebellion. - Nearly all the strength and wealth sus-
taining it had been drawn to the surface. Very few able-bodied men were

' The following extract from Lieutenant General Grant’s Official Report shows very clearly the
relative situation of the Confederate and Federal forces in May, 186+ :

“ At the date when this report begins the situation of the contending forces was about as fol-
lows : "The Mississippi River was strongly garrisoned by Federal troops from St. Louis, Missouri,
to its mouth, The Jine of the Arkansas was also held, thus giving us armed possession of all west
of the Mississippi north of that stream. A few points in Southern Lonisiana, not remote from the
river, were held by s, together with a small garrison at and near the mouth of the Rio Grande,
All the balance of the vast territory of Arkansas, Lonisiana, and Texas was in the almost undispnt-
ed possession of the enemy, with an army of probably not less than 80,000 effective men, that could
have been brought into the field had there been sufficient opposition to have hrought them out,
The let-nlone policy had demoralized this force sd that probably but little more than one half of it
Was ever present in garrison at any one time. But the one half, or 40,000 men, with the bands of
guerrillas scattered throngh Missouri, Arkansas, and along the Mississippi River, and the disloyal
character of much of the population, compelled the use of a large number of troops to keep naviga-
tion open on the river and to protect the loyal people to the west of it. To the east of the Missis-
sippi we held substantially with the line of the Tennessee and Holston Rivers, running eastward to
include nearly all of the State of Tennessee,  South of Chattanooga a small foothold had been ob-
tained in Georgia, snfficient to protect East Tennessee from incursions from the enemy’s force at
Dalton, Georgia.  West Virginia was substantially within our lines.  Virginin, with the exception
of the northern border, the Potomac River, 1 small area about the mouth of James River, covered by
the troops at Norfolk and Fortress Monroe, and the territory covered by the Army of the Potomac
lying along the Rapidan, was in the possession of the enemy. Along the sea-coust footholds had
heen obtained at Plymouth, Washington, aud Newbhern, in North Carolina; Beaufort, Folly and
Morris Islands, Hilton Hend, Fort Pulaski, and Port Royal, in South Carolina ; Fernandina and
St. Aungustine, in Florida. Key West and Pensacola were also in our possession, while all the im-
portant ports were blockaded by the navy. The accompanying map, n copy of which was sent to
General Sherman and other commanders in March, 1864, shows, by red lines, the territory oceu-
pied by us at the beginning of the rebellion and at the opening of the eampaign of 1864, whilé those
in blue ave the Jines which it was proposed to occupy. .

** Behind the Union lines there were many bands of guerrillas and a large population disloyal to
the government, making it necessary” to gnard every foot of road or river used in supplying our ar-
mies, In the South a reign of military despotism prevailed, which made every man and boy capa-
blé of bearing arms a soldier, and those who could not bear arms in the field acted as provosts for
collecting deserters and returning them. This enabled the enemy to bring almost his entire
strength into the field. ‘

““The enemy had concentrated the bulk of his forces east of the Mississippi into two armies,
commanded by Generals R. E. Lee and J. F. Johnston, his ablest and best genernls. The army
commanded by Lee oceupied the south bank of the Rapidan, extending from Mine Run westward,
strongly intrenched, covering and defending Richmond, the rebel capital, against the Army of the
Potomae, The army under Johnston oecupied a strongly intrenched position at Dalton, Georgia,
covering and defending Atlanta, Georgia, a place of great importance as a railroad centre, against

. the armies under Major General W. 1. 8herman. - In addition to these armies, he had a large cay-
alry foree, under Forrest, in Northeast Mississippi; a considerable force of all arms in the Shenan-
doah Valley, aud in the western part of Virginia and extreme eastern part of Tennessee, and also
!L;]mlgrontmg our sed-const garrisons, and holding blockaded ports where we had no foothold upon

m.

“T'hese two armies, and the cities covered and defended by them, were the main objective mum
of the campaign.”
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left at_home; there was no reserved force npon which to draw, in any event.
Money no longer remained a standard for the valuation of property. Gar-
dens were now the Southern treasury; those who shared the possession of
these, who were producers of any thing which sustained life, were rich to
the extent of their producing power, and all others lived upon them—the sol-
diers by a legitimate claim, and non-combatants by the elaim of necessity,
The theory of the war from this time was strietly that ot a siege; it had
been that from the beginning, but not by so strict a construction of the term.
To the garrison one problem was presented, What would be the best dispo-
sition of its forces for defense?  Offensive operations on the part of the Con-
federate armies were henceforth unwise: in the first place, they could resnlt
in no material advantage, and, in the second, they involved a too rapid and
extensive waste of force. Early’s Shenandoah campaign, and Hood’s ad-
vance to Nashville, will furnish illustrations of the folly of offensive opera-
tions in these later stages of the war. ‘They were like sallies from a be-
sieged fort, made by a force necessary to the defense of the fort, and at the
same time insufficient to raise the siege. Certainly—whatever may have
been the final result—the contest wou!d have been prolonged if, on the part
of the Confederates, a wise policy, one purely defensive, had been adopted
from the commencement of the Atlanta campaign. The Confederate execu-
tive does not seem to have appreciated the full importance of the sitnation
which was now presented. No measures were taken to secure unity of op-
eration. To no single mind was given the control of military movements.
President Davis condueted the Western campaigns, as he had done for the
year past, after a very whimsical manner. By the pressure of popular opin-
ion he had been compelled to give General Johnston command of the Army
of the Tennessee, but he gave him little support, and at the first opportunity
relieved him of the command. Not until it was too late was the general
control of all the armies given to General Lee,

But, while the Confederate government conducted the war upon its for-
mer method, adhesion to the theories of the past was no longer suffered on
the part of the general government. It is not necessary, nor would it be
altogether just, to criticise with a great degree of harshness the Federal con-
duct of the war during these three years now concluded. The United
States was not at all eminent as a military nation at the commencement of
the war. The graduates of the Military Academy at West Point had not
been trained in the face of war, as are European students, Besides, the
study of the campaigns on the Continent of Europe during the last century,
while it might have prevented very many blunders which were actually
committed on both sides, would, in many important respeets, have been in-
applicable, on account of the peculiar topographical features of the cam-
paigns of our civil war, and the extended area over which they were con-
ducted. For two years, at the least, the war thus became a series of costly
experiments. Then came the winnowing of our generals, and much of the
chaff was blown away, thg_ugh not all. A few military leaders had exhib-
ited characteristics which entitled them to the more prominent positions in

the army. Pre-eminent above all others was General Grant, who had not .

only been most successful, but had shown rare knowledge of men, remarka-
ble common sense, and a persistence of purpose which was unconquerable.
Gradually his sphere of control had been extended, until in 1864 he com-
manded all the armies in the West except that of the Gulf? But still the
general disposition of all the armies was subject to General Halleck at
Washington. Now, without criticising Halleck’s generalship, it is clear that
there were several reasons why it was impossible for any officer in his posi-
tion—whatever his military capacity —to wisely control all the military
movements in so extensive a conflict, In the first place, his management
must be simply theoretical. For Halleck had no large practical experience
in war. In the Mexican War, for some successful skirmishing with the ene-
my he had been breveted captain. He had graduated at West Point the
third in his class, and for a year was an assistant professor of engineering at
the Academy. He had published some important military works. In this
Civil War he had not fought a single battle, and the only march he had
made was that of his Western Army to the evacuated fortifications at Cor-
inth. Without practical experience, he must resort to theory; and frequent-
ly his theories were based upon insufficient premises. In the second place,
his distance from the actual fields of conflict, and his subseqent ignorance of
the circumstances which must regulate the military operations of his subor-
dinates, led him either to make great mistakes in cases where he gave posi-
tive and peremptory orders, or to fall into the exactly opposite error of let-
ting campaigns manage themselves in such a manner that no one could be
strictly and fully responsible for their being undertaken or for their results.
He assumed too much when he exercised positive and responsible control ;
and in cases where he was negative, and left every thing to the diseretion of
his subordinates, as in the case of the Red River expedition, there was no
unity of action, and no absolute control by any one. The only exception
to this military anarchy was in General Grant’s €ommand, simply because
to him was surrendered the most completﬁontml of the armies in his vast
department. Here was a partial solution of the difficulty. Why not make
an entire solution by giving to General Grant control of all the armies of
the United States under the President? The voice of the people was lond
and universal in favor of this; and the Thirty-eighth Congress, before the
close of its first session, revived, for this purpose, the grade of lieutenant
general.  On the 2d of March, Grant, having been assigned to this grade

* Sherman suggested to Grant (Jannary 4, 1864), in connection with the Red River expedition, that
he onght to have the entire command of the Mississippi Valley, In a letter of that date, he savs:
“ There is no doubt the whole matter would be simplified if you had command of the Mississippi
Valley below Cairo. 1 think, if you were to name the subject to General Halleck, that he would or-
der it, for its propriety is better known to him than to any other. Admiral Porter’s command ex-
tends to and below New Orleans, and ours should also.™
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by the President, was confirmed by the Senate in executive session. Two
days after, General Grant, then in Nashville, was ordered to report in person
at Washington. This order was to him an assurance of his confirmation ;
and his first feeling upon receiving it seems to have been one of generous
gratitude to his faithful subordinates who had so ably seconded the enter-
prise for which he was now to receive the highest reward which it was in
the power of the people and the government, to bestow.!

General Washington alone had previously been honored with the full ti-
tle conferred upon General Grant. In 1798 our relations with France
threatened war, and at this erisis Washington was made lieutenant general.
In another year, if he had lived, he would have been made full general.
After General Scott's unsuccessful campaign for the Presidency, the grade
of lieutenant general by brevet was conferred upon him. The latter, by the
provisions of the bill promoting General Grant to the full grade, was still to
retain his “rank, pay, and allowances.”

At one o'clock on the afternoon of the 9th of March, General Graut was
received by the President in the cabinet chamber at Washington, and re-
ceived his commission. There was no pomp, no gathering of the populace,
no splendid celebration of the honor conferred. The President was there
with his cabmet; General Halleck, the retiring general-in-chief; General
Rawlins, Grant’s chief of staff; Colonel Comstock, his chief engineer; the
President's private secretary, Mr. Nicolay, and the Honorable Owen Love-
joy, of Illinois. The only other person forming a part of the group was
General Grant's eldest son, a boy of fourteen years, President Lincoln hav-
ing presented General Grant to the cabinet, addressed him thus:

“ GENERAL GRANT,—The nation’s appreciation of what you have done,
and its reliance upon you for what remains to be done in the existing great
struggle, are now presented with this commission coustituting you lieuten-
ant general in the army of the United States. With this high honor de-
volves upon you also a corresponding responsibility. As the country here-
in trusts you, so, under God, it will sustain you. I scarcely need to add,
that with what I here speak for the nation goes my own hearty personal
concurrence.”

. General Grant's response was equally brief. He replied:

“ MR, PresipENT,—I accept the commission with gratitude for the high
honor conferred. With the aid of the noble armies that have fought on so
many fields for our common country, it will be my earnest endeavor not to
disappoint your expeetations. I feel the full weight of the responsibilities
now devolving on me, and I know that if they are met it will be due to
those armies, and, above all, to the favor of that Providence which leads
both nations and men.””

' Before starting for Washington he writes thus to General Sherman :

“Dean SuerMAN,—The bill reviving the grade of lieutenant general in the army has hecome a
Iaw, and my name has been sent to the Senate for the place. T now receive orders to report to
Washington immediately in person, which indicates a confirmation, or a likelihood of confirmation,
I start this moming to comply with the order.

“ While T have heen eminently successful in this war in at least gaining the confidence of the
public, no ane feels more than I how mueh of this success is due to the energy, skill, and the har-
monions putting forth of that energy and skill, of those whom it has been my good fortane to have
occupying subordinate positions under me.

“There are many officers to whom these remarks are applicable to a greater of less degree, pro-
portionate to their ability as soldiers ; but what I want is to express my thanks to yon and MePher-
son as the men to whom, above all others, I feel indebted for whatever I have had of success,
How far your advice and assistance have been of help to me, you know. How far your execution
of whatever has been given to you to do entitles yon to the reward 1 am receiving, you can not
know as well as L.

1 feel all the gratitude this letter would express, giving it the most flattering construction.

¢ Tha word yon I use in the plural, intending it for McPherson also. 1 should write to him, and
will some day, but, starting in the morning, I do not know that I will find time just now.

# Your friend, U. 8. Granrt, Major General.”

Sherman's reply, written near Memplhis March 10th, is equally characteristic. He says:

“Dear GeNERAL,—I have your more than kind and characteristic lester of the 4th instant. T
will send a copy to General MePherson at once.

“You do yourself injustice and us too much honor in assigning to us too large a share of the
merits which have led to your advancement. I know you approve the friendship I have ever pro-
fossed to you, and will permit me to continue, as heratofore, to manifest it on all proper occasions.

“You are now Washington's legitimate suceessor, and ocenpy a position of almost dangerous el-
evation; but if you can continue, as heretofore, to be yourself, simple, honest, and unpretending,
vou will enjoy through life the respect and love of friends, and the homage of millions of human be-
ings, that will award you a large share in securing to them and their descendants a government of
law and stability. .

1 repeat, you do General McPherson and myself too much honor. At Belmont yon manifested
your traits, neither of us being near, At Donelson, also, you illustrated your whole character. 1

was not near, and General McPherson was in too subordinate a capacity to influence you.

¢« Until you had won Donelson, I confess [ was almost cowed by the terrible ray of anarchical
elements that presented themselves at every point; but that admitted a ray of light I have followed
ever since.

1 believe you are as brave, patriotic, and just as the great prototype Washington—as unselfish,
kind-hearted, and honest as a man should be—bnt the chief characteristic is the simple faith in suc-
cess you have always manifested, which I can liken to nothing else than the faith a Christian has
in the Savior, )

“This faith gave you victory at Shiloh and Vicksburg. Also, when you have completed your
best preparations, you go into battle without hesitation, as at Chattanooga—no doubts—no reserves ;
and I tell you, it was this that made us act with confidence. I knew, wherever T was, that you
thought of me, and if I got in a tight place you would help me out, if alive.

My only point of doubts was in your knowledge of grand strategy, and of books of science and
history; but, I confess, your common sense seems to have supplied all these.

“Now as to the future. Don't stay in Washington, Come West: take to yourself the whole
Mississippi Valley. Let us make it dead sure; and 1 tell you the Atlantic slopes and the Pacific
shores will follow its destiny, as sure as the limbs of a tree live or die with the main trunk. We
have done much, but still much remains. Time, and time’s influences, are with us. We could al-
most afford to sit still and let these influences work.

“ Here lies the seat of the coming empire; and from the West, when our task is done, we will
make short work of Charleston and Richmond, and the impoverished coast of the Atlantic.

**Your sincere friend, W. T. SHerMax.”

# The bill for reviving the grade of licutenant general was presented to Congress by the Hon. B,
B. Washburne, of Illinois. It was slightly amended, and was passed under the following form :

Y Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in
Congress assembled, That the grade of lientenant general be, and the same is hereby revived in the
Army of the United States of America; and the President is hereby authorized, whenever he shall
deem it expedient, to appoint, by and with the adyice and consent of the Senate, a commander of
the army, to be seleeted during war from among those officers in the military service of the United
States, not below the grade of major general, most distingnished for courage, skill, and ability ; and
who, being commissioned as lieutenant general, shall be authorized, under the direction of the Pres-
ident, to command the armies of the United States.

$SEQ, 2. And be it further enacted, That the lieutenant general appointed as is hereinbefore pro-

s
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On the 12th of March General Hallecl was relieved, and made Lieutenant
General Grant's chief of staff. By the same order Sherman succeeded to
General Grant’s former command of the Military Division of the Mississippi,
and General McPherson was assigned to the command of the Department

and Army of the Tennessee.! e
Upon the receipt of the order placing him in command of all the armies,

with headquarters in the field, General Grant was at'NashviIle, whither Sher.
man was forthwith summoned. Arriving at Nashville on March 17th, Sher.
man accompanied the lieutenant general as far on his way to Washington us
Cincinnati. On this journey the two generals consulted freely together as
to the plan of their future campaigns. .The fzonsultzltlon was continued in
the parlor of the Burnet House, at Cincinnati, vc'vhere, over thc_n' maps, was
planned the simultaneous assault upon the armies covering Richmond and
Atlanta. To attack these two armies at once counteracted to a great-degree
the advantage of interior lines which was possessed by the enemy. To at.
tack with vigor, and without pause, regardless of seasons, would prevent any
portion of the Confederate forces from returning home on furlough during
the winter to plant crops for their own sustenance. G}*ax1h’s whole theory
may be summed up in two sentences. Unily_ of operations. The attrition
to powder of the Confederate armies by a continuous series of battles? The
main objects of attack were Lee’s and Johnston’s armies rather than the im-
portant strategical points which they covered. But the details of the cam-
paigns about to be opened would necessarily depend upon the theory of de-
fense adopted by these two Confederate generals.’

General Sherman’s new command consisted of four departments, with their
armies, those of the Ohio, the Cumberland, the Tennessee, and Arkansas,

The Army of the Ohio, now under the command of Major General John
M. Schofield, consisted of the Ninth and Twenty-third Corps. Longstreet
having joined Lee, the Ninth Corps was sent to re-enforce the Army of the
Potomae. Two divisions of the Twenty-third Corps, those of M. S. Hascall
and J. D. Cox, took the field, the other three being retained to garrison Ken-
tucky and East Tennessee.

The Army of the Cumberland, at Chattanooga, commanded by General
Thomas, consisted of the Fourth, Fourteenth, and Twentieth Corps, com-
manded respectively by Generals O. O. Howard, John M. Palmer, and Joseph
Hooker. The Fourth Corps comprised three divisions, under Stanley, John
Newton, and Wood ; the Fourteenth three, under Jeff. C. Davis, R. W, John-
son, and Baird; and the Twentieth three, under A. S. Williams, Geary, and
Butterficld.*

vided shall be entitled to the pay, allowances, and staff specified in the fifth section of the act ap-
proved May 28, 1798 ; and also the allowances described in the sixth section of the act approved
Augpst 23, 1842, pranting additional rations to_certain officers; Provided, That nothing in this
bill contained shall be construed in any way to affect thesrank, pay, or allowances of Winfield Scott,
lieutenant general by brevet, now on the retired list of the army.”

1 ¢ General Orders, No. 98.

“War Department, Adintant General's Office, Washington, March 12, 1564,

“The President of the United States orders as follows :

i Jst. Major General Halleek is, at his own request, relieved from dnty as general-in-chief of the
army, and Lientenant General UL 8, Grant is assigned to the command of the armies of the United
States. The headquarterd of the army will be in Washington, and alse with Lieutenant General
Grang in the field.

24, Major General Halleck is assigned to duty in Washington as chief of staff of the army, wn-
der the dircetion of the Secretary of War and the Lieutenant General commanding.  His orders
will be obeved and respected accordingly.

“3d. Major General W, T, Sherman is assigned to the command of the Military Division of the
Mississippi, composed of the Departments of the Ohio, the Cumberland, the Tennessee, and the Ar-
kansas.

““4th, Major General John B, McPherson is assigned to the command of the Department and
Army of the Tennessee. :

“5th. In relieving Major General Halleck from duty as general-in-chief, the President desires
to express his approbation and thanks for the zealous manner in which the arduous and responsible
duties of that position have been performed. '

¢ By order of the Secretary of War. D. E. Towsse~n, Assistant Adj. General.”

2 “From an early period in the rebellion T had been impressed with the idea that active and
continnous operations of all the troops that could be brought into the field, regardless of season and
weather, were necessary to a speedy termination of the war. The resources of the enemy, and his
numerical strength, were far inferior to ours; but, as an offset to this, we had a vast territory, with
a population hostile to the government, to garrison, and long lines of river and railroad communi-
cations to protect, to enable ns to supply the operating armies.

“The armies in the East and West acted independently and without concert, like a halky team,
no two ever pulling together, enabling the enemy to use to great advantage his interior lines of com-
munication for transporting troops from east to west, re-enforcing the army most vigorously pressed,
and to furlongh large numbers, during seasons of inactivity on our p:lrt,"to go to their homes, and
do the work of producing for the support of their armies. ~ It was a question whether our numer-
ical strengtll_ fmd resources were not more than balanced by these disndvantages and the,enemy’s
SUperior position., ‘

Y From the firet T was firm in the convietion that no peace could be had that would he stable,
and conducive to the happiness of the people both North and South, until the military power of the
rebellion was entirely broken. I therefove determined, first, to use the greatest munber of troops
practicable against the armed force of the enemy; preventing him from nsing the same force at
different seasons against first one and then another of our armies, and the possibility of repose for
refitting and producing necessary supplies for carrying on resistance, Second, to hammer confinu-
onsly against the armed foree of the enemy and his resources, until by mere attrition, if in no other
way, there should be nothing left to him but an equal submission with the loyal section of our com-
mon country to the Constitution and laws of the land."—ZLieut. General Grant's Official Report.

¥ From a letter written by Lieatenant General Grant to Sherman, dated Washington, April 4,
18G4, it appears that, in conjunction with the operations of his own and Sherman's avmies, he in-
tended that an attack should be made onilobile. We give those portions of this letter which bear
upon Western operations :

It is my design, if' the enemy keep quiet and allow me to take the initiative in the spring cam-
paign, to work all parts of the army together, and somewhat toward a common centre. . . . - I
have sent orders to Banks by private messengers to finish up his present expedition against Shreve-
port with all dispatch; to turn over the defense of the Red River to General Steele and the navy,
and return your troops to you, and his own to New Orleans; to abandon all of Texas except the
Rio Grande, and to hold that with not to exceed 4000 men ; to reduce the number of troops on the
Mississippi to the lowest number necessary to hold it, and to collect from his command not less than
25,”_()() mer, To this I will add 5000 men from Missonri. With this force he is to commence op-
erations against Mobile as soon as he can. It will be impossible for him to commence too early. . «

“You I propose to move against Johnston’s army, to hreak it up, and to get into the interior of
the enemy’s country as far as you can, inflicting all the damage yon can against their war resources.
I_ do not propose to lay down for you a plan of campaign, but simply to lay down the work it is de-
sirable to have done, and leave you free to execute in your own ws;y. Sulimit to me, however, as
early as you can, your plan of operations. . . . . 1 know yon will have difficulties to encounter get-
ting through the mountains to where supplies are abundant, but I believe yon will accomplish it,"

* Several changes had taken place in the Army of the Cumberland since the battle of Chattanoo-
ga.  The Eleventh and Twelfth Corps were consolidated, forming the Twentieth, and General Slo-
cum had, as a consequence, been displaced, and transferred to Vicksburg. Howard, who had com-
manded the Eleventh, relieved General Granger in command of the Fourth Corps. " Phil Sheridan

I{_m] heen relieved of his command (second division, Fourth Corps), and had been succeeded by John
N ewton.

0
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The Army of the Tennessee, at Huntsville, Alabama, commanded by
McPherson, comprised the Fifteenth, and portions of the Sixteenth and Sev-
enteenth Corps, under Logan, G. M. Dodge, and Frank P. Blair,Jr. The re-
mainder of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps was at Memphis and Vicks-
burg, under Hurlbut and Slocum, or absent on the Red River expedition.
The Fifteenth Corps comprised four divisions, under Osterhaus, Herron,
Morgan L. Smith, and John E. Smith ; the Sixteenth three, under Ransom,
Corse, and T. W. Sweeny; and the Seventeenth two, under C. R. Woods
and M. D. Leggett. '

The cavalry in the Army of the Ohio consisted of McCook’s division, in
the Army of the Cumberland of Kilpatrick’s and Garrard’s, and in the Army
of the Tennessee of Edward McCook’s brigade.

The Department and Army of Arkansas, under General Stecle, was in
May assigned to General Canby’s trans-Mississippi division. Steele’s army,
therefore, must be counted out of the forces engaged in the Atlanta cam-
paign.

General Sherman immediately prepared for active operations. On the
25th of March he set out on a general tour of inspection through his depart-
ment, consulting with MePherson, Thomas, and Schofield. The value of
the possession of Chattanooga was now manifest. This position was the cen-
tral buttress of the Federal position. On its left Hast Tennessee was firmly
grasped by Schofield’s army; on its right the Tennessee River was guard-
ed by a line of garrisons, which permitted the access northward of cavalry
only. In the rear were two good and reliable lines of railway communi-
cation from Nashville and Memphis. During the season of navigation the
Tennessee River affords a third line. Having arranged with his subordinates
the disposition of their several armies—how many should take the field, and
how many be retained for garrison duty—Sherman returned to Nashville.
At this time the citizens of Tennessee in his rear were in large measure sus-
tained by stores which they shared with the army. Finding that this dou-
ble want could not be supplied with safety to the army, he issued orders
cutting off the supply of the citizens, and leaving them to other sources of
relief! The 1st of May was the time fixed for the completion of prepara-
tions, and by that time the store-houses of Chattanooga contained provisions
for thirty days, and the ammunition trains were fully supplied. The vet-
eran regiments, whose time had expired, and who had been released on fur-
lough, now returned with their ranks filled by new recruits.

Sherman had intended to move against the enemy with 100,000 men of
all arms, and 250 guns. His actual force on the 1st of May was 98,797
men and 254 guns. The Army of the Cumberland, numbering 60,773 men,
with 180 guns, constituted three fifths of his entire command, The Army
of the Tennessee numbered 24,465, with 96 guns, and that of the Ohio
18,559, with 28 guns. Sherman’s whole force was distributed as follows
among the three arms of the service: the infantry of the three armies
numbered 88,188 men; the artillery 4450, with 254 guus; the cavalry
6149.2

To General Johnston, of the Confederate army, who had succeeded Bragg at
the close of 1863, was assigned a difficult task. With an army half as large as
that opposing him,® he was to resist the approach of the latter to Atlanta. His
forces were concentrated at Dalton, which he had strongly fortified. Presi-
dent Davis having given Johnston the command of the army much against
his will,* did not support him by any considerable re-enforcements. Yet he

At first,” he says, in his report, * my orders operated very hardly, but the prolifie soil soon
afforded early vegetables, and ox-wagons hauled meat and bread from Kentucky, so that no actu-
al suffering resulted, and I trust that those who elamored at the cruelty and hardships of the day
have already seen in the result a perfect justification of my course.”

On May 5th Sherman writes to President Lincoln :

¢ We have worked hard with the best talent of the eountry, and it is demonstrated that the rail-
road can not supply the avmy and the people too.  One or the other must quit, and the army don’t
intend to unless Joe Johnston makes us. The 1ssues to citizens have been enormous, and the same
weight of corn or oats would have saved thousands of the mules, whose carcasses now corduray the
roads, and which we need g0 much.

“We have paid back to Tennessee ten for one of provisions taken in war. I will not change
my orders, and I beg of you to be satisfied that the elamor is partly bumbug and for effect;
and to test it, I advise you to tell the bearers of it to hurry to Kentucky, and make up a caravan
of cattle and wagons, and come over the mountains by Cumberland Gap and Somerset, to relieve
their suffering friends, on foot, as they used to do before a railroad was built. Tell them that they
have no time to lose. We ean relieve all actunl suffering by each company or regiment giving of

their savings. Every man who is willing to fight or work gets a full ration; and all who won't |
i

fight or work should go away, and we offer them free passage in the cars.”

* Sherman evidently did not intend to be encumbered with baggage. April 11 he writes to
Thomas: ** When we move we will take no tents or baggage, but one change of clothing on our
horses, or to be carried by the men, and on pack-animals by company officers. Five days’ bacon,
twenty days’ bread, and thirty days’ salt, sugar, and coffee. Nothing else but arms and ammuni-
tion in quantity proportioned to our ability, Iven this will be a heavy encumbrance, but is rather
the limit of onr aim than what we can really accomplish. . . . . Look well to our supply of beef
cattle on the hoof, and salt in large excess of the rations, Encourage drills by brigades and divi-
sions, and let the recrnits practice at the target all the time.”

¥ Johuston's effective force at the commencement of the Atlanta campaign numbered about 48,000
men, one tenth cavalry. The following are the official returns from his army from December 31,
1863, to June 30, 1864 :

Aggregate Present

Present for Duty. | Aggregate Present. and Absent.

December 31, 1863 .....cc00uiee 42,439 57,428 98,215
January 81, 1864,....cc..veieree 41,553 55,069 88,457
Februnary— ¢ 37,780 48,010 79,071
March 81, LAt 42,125 55,113 85,953
April 30y, - i 43,887 63,807 96,863
May S5 Wanting.

June 30, BE rvsanrtins 54,085 77,441 187,192

We have estimated his army at 48,000, because, in addition to the forces included in the returns
for April 30, there were some 4000 cavalry scattered northward, which were afterward recalled.

4 According to the following account of Henry S. Foote ( War of the Rebellion, p. 356), it appears
that Davis’s hostility to Johnston began at an early period of the war, or, at any rate, before Benja-
min, the Confederate Secretary of War, was displaced by Seddon. This author, Confederate rep-
resentative from ‘Tennessee, says :

“ Just about the time I was laboring most assiduously to relieve the Department of War of Mr.
Benjamin by calling forth, as far as it might be in my power to do so, co-operative responses from
the people, an oceurrence took place in social life in Richmond which had much effect, not only upon
the fate of Mr, Benjamin, but which, in the sequel, had much influence also upon the course of pub-
lic events. T chanced to be invited to a dinuer-party, where some twenty of the maost prominent
members of the two houses of the Confederate Congress were congregated, including the speaker of
the House of Representatives, Mr. Orr, of South Carolina, and others of equal rank. General
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called loudly for an advance into Tennessee. Of course this would have
proved immediately ruinous. Johnston, therefore, wisely declined to at-
tempt any offensive movement, and spent the winter in preparation for the
assault which he knew he must meet in the spring. During the winter de-
sertions from his army were frequent. General Thomas reports that they
averaged thirty per day, nearly all of whom desired to take the amnesty
oath, and to comply with General Grant's orders in regard to deserters.!

Partly as a demonstration in favor of Sherman’s Meridian expedition, and
partly to prevent Johnston from re-enforcing Longstreet in East Tennessee,
Thomas had moved against Dalton in the latter part of February, 1864.
Palmer, with Johnson’s and Baird’s divisions, occupied Ringgold on the 22d.
That night he reported to Thomas that he had reliable information that
Johnston had dispatched Cheatham’s and Cleburne’s divisions to the relief
of Polk in Alabama. This information was not correct; but, to test the en-
emy's strength, the next day, Davis's division having joined the two others
at Ringgold, and Cruft’s, of the Fourteenth Corps, with Matthias’s brigade,
of the Fifteenth Corps, and Long’s cavalry brigade, having been sent to co-
operate with Palmer, Johuston's advanced outposts beyond Tunnel Hill were
attacked and driven in. Dalfon is covered on its western side by Rocky
Face Ridge, which runs north and south, and through which, at the.pass call-
ed Buzzard Roost, passes the road from Ringgold. Kast of the Ringgold
Road and in front of Rocky Face Ridge lies Tunnel Hill, which was occu-
pied by Thomas on the 24th. On the 25th an attempt was made against
Buzzard Roost Pass; but the enemy, contrary to anticipation, was found in
full strength, and, after becoming satisfied of this, Thomas withdrew his
forces to the vicinity of Ringgold. Iis loss in this reconnoissance was 17
killed and 255 wounded.

As soon as Johnston assumed command of the Confederate Army of the
Tennessee, both the President and Secretary Seddon urged an offensive cam-
paign. “The relative forces,” reports Johnston, “including the moral effect
of the affair of Missionary Ridge, condition of the artillery horses and most
of those of the cavalry, and want of field transportation, made it impractica-
ble to effect the wishes of the executive.” Immediately after Thomas's re-
connoissance, Geeneral Johnston, on the 27th of February, suggested to Pres-
ident Davis, through General Bragg, that ¥ preparations for a forward move-
ment should be made without farther delay.” In reply, Bragg (March 4th)
desired him to prepare for such a movement. He then reminded Bragg
that these preparations, by the regulations of the War Department, were not
left to commanders of troops, but to officers receiving orders directly from
Richmond. On the 18th of March Johnston received a letter from Bragg,
sketching a plan of offensive operations, and enumerating the troops to be
used by the former. He replied tosthis letter, suggesting modifications, and
urging that the re-enforcements named should be sent immediately to Dal-
ton. General Bragg on the 21st telegraphed to Johnston: “Troops can
only be drawn from other points for advance. Upon your decision of that
point farther action must depend.” Johnston believed that the enemy would
be prepared for a movement sooner than he himself could. He wished to
be prepared for the defensive as well as the offensive. From Bragg's dis-
patch it was evident that there were troops which might be sent to the Army
of the Tennessee, but that these would not be sent for a defensive campaign.
Johnston, on the 22d, explained his view of the situation to General Bragg,
showing the probability of Sherman’s advancing first, and urging the neces-
sity of preparing for defensive as well as for offensive movements. No no-
tice whatever was taken of this appeal. On the 25th Johnston renewed his
request for re-enforcements, “ because the enemy was collecting a larger force
than that of the Jast campaign, while ours was less than it had been then.”
The ouly response which he received was the arrival of 1400 men, under
Brigadier General Mercer, on the 2d of May, after Sherman’s preparations
had already been completed. Considering that Johnston might have been
supported, it seems strange that, in the face of an advance, the suceess or re-

Joseph E. Jolmston was also an invited guest. While the banquet was proceeding, Mr. Benjamin's
gross acts of official miseonduct becoming the subject of conversation, one of the company turned
to General Johnston, and inquired whether he thought it even possible that the Confederate cause
could succeed with Mr. Benjamin as war minister, To this inquiry General Johnston, after a lit-
tle pause, emphatically responded in the wnegasive. This high authority was immediately cited in
both houses of Congress against Mr. Benjamin, and was in the end fatal to his hope of remaining
in the Department of War. Mr. Dayis, after the sending in of his nominations for eabinet appoint-
ments, under the permanent Constitution, for nearly four weeks, in order to have it in his power to
persuade the Senate to confirm Mr. Benjumin as Secretary of War, in the event of his heing renomi-
nated, nltimately relinquished this ohject in despair, that body, however accommodating it was in
general to executive fancies, having been found unwilling to participate in the terrible responsibiliry
of such an act. Mr. Benjammin was finally nominated for the Department of State, and was con-
firmed, by & very small majority, for that place, where he had it in his power, both abroad and at
home, to perpetrate more barefaced acts of corruption and profligacy than any single individual
has ever been known to commit in the same space of time in any part of Christendom. T will here
remark, in passing, that this frank and mauly declaration of General Johnston rendered both Mr.
Davis and Mr. Benjamun alike hostile to him, and he was fated to experience the efiect of their
malevolence on more than one subsequent occasion previous to his ultimate deprivation of command.

! This order, No. 10, was issued by General Grant at Chattanooga, December 12, 1863, and was
freely distributed among the Confederate soldiers. Its terms were as follow :

“T. All deserters from the enemy coming within our lines will be conducted to the commander
of division or detached brigade who shall be nearest the place of swrrender.

“#11. If such commander is satisfied that the deserters desire to quit the Confederate service, he
may permit them to go to their homes, if within our lines, on taking the following oath :

“1 do solemnly swear, in the presence of Almighty Ged, that I will henceforth faithfully sup-
port, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, and the union of states thereunder,
and that T will in like manner abide by and fuithfully support all acts of Congress passed during
the existing rebellion with reference to slaves, so far as mot yet repealed, modified, or held void by
Congress or by decision of the Supreme Cowrt, and that I will in like manner abide by and faithful-
ly support all proclamations of the President made during the existing rebellion having reference to
slaves, so long and so far as not modified or declared void by decision of the Supreme Court, so
help me God.

SIIL Deserters from the enemy will at ence be disarmed, and their arms tuned over to the
nearest ordnance officer, who will account for them.

““IV. Passes and rations may be given to deserters to carry them to their homes, and free passes
over military railroads and on steam-boats in government employ.

V., Employment at fair wages will, when practicable, be given to deserters by officers of the
gquartermaster and engineer departments.

“VI. To avoid the danger of recapture of such deserters by the enemy, they will be exempt
from military service in the armies of the United States.”
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BOZZARD'S ROOST PABS,

pulse of which was so important to the Confederacy, he should have been
left for three months with an army half as large as that which he confront-
ed.  On the 4th of May he asked for a portion of Polk's command, and was
informed that this request would be granted.!

_ While the Confederate officials were disputing, Sherman had been prepar-
Ing to advance. By the 1st of May, as we have before shown, he was ready
to move and to strike. From Ringgold, the advanced front of the Federal
army, to Atlanta was nearly one hundred miles, across a difficult country,
but not so difficult as that over which Rosecrans had advanced from Mur-
freeshorough to Chattanooga. ~Atlanta, the heart of Georgia, and of the Con-
federacy itself, was not only the principal Confederate granary, but was also
the centre of a mannfactaring district which supplied the Southern armies
with cannon, ammunition, clothing, and equipments. To reach this point—
the local objective of the campaign—three rivers had to be crossed, the Qos-
tenaula, Etowah, and Chattahoochee. Ringeold lies amid the mountains of

' Genernl Bragg, after he was relieved from the command at Chattanooga, was called to Rich-
mond, where President Davis, whose especial favorite he was, placed him in a position very similar
to that which had been occupied by the Federal General Halleck at Washington, Certainly the
management of the one was only paralleled, in the anuals of war, by that of the other.

Taylor’s Ridge, on the road from Chaftanooga to Dalton. Ten miles distant,
by the road from Ringgold, is Buzzard’s Roost, in Rocky Face Ridger about
four miles northwest of Dalton. The enemy held Dalton, strongly fortified,
the ridge covering it, and strong outposts on the road to Ringgold. His po-
sition was almost impregnable. Sherman’s command on May Tth was sit-
nated thus: On the right, at Lee and Gordon's Mill, lay the Army of the
Tennessee, under McPherson ; the Army of the Cumberland, under Thomas,
held the eentre, at and near Ringgold, more directly confronting the enemy ;
and under Schofield, on the Georgia border, and on the road from Cleveland
southward to Dalton, which runs east of Rocky Face Ridge, was the Army
of the Ohio. We haye said that Atlanta was the local objective of Sher-
man's campaign ; the vital objective, however, was Johnston’s army at Dal-
ton. The obvious policy of the Federal commander was to foree a battle
upon his opponent at the earliest stage of the campaign. Johnston's equal-
ly obvious policy—a difficult one to be pursued under the circumstances—
was to evade a general enzagement, opposing as obstinate resistance as was
possible in his front consistent with the protection of his communieations
with Atlanta.
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GEARY'S ASSAULT ON DUG GAT.

On the 4th of May the Army of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan, and on
the same day Grant telegraphed to Sherman, reminding him that the time
for his advance against Johnston had come. Sherman neither intended, nor
did Johnston expeet, an assault on the position covering Dalton—Buzzard’s
Roost Pass, which was obstructed by abatis, and flooded by means of dams
across Mill Creek. Probably in no campaign of the war did the two op-
posing commanders so completely fathom each other’s purposes, or so care-
fully estimate the possibilities, the one for attack and the other for defense.
Sherman, on the 6th of May, with his largest army, that of the Cumberland,
menaced Rocky Face Ridge with such vigor that it would seem as if an at-
tempt like that made five months before against Missionary Ridge was to be
repeated against the formidable position held by Johnston at Buzzard’s Roost.
Schofield threatened at the same time the enemy’s right flank. McPherson’s
army, from Lee and Gordon’s Mill, was thrown to the left and rear, moving
by way of Ship's Gap, Villanow, and Snake Creek Gap to Resaca, eighteen
miles south of Dalton, on the Atlanta Railroad. With this flanking column
MecPherson was ordered to break the railroad to the extent of his opportu-
nity, and then to retire to Snake Creck Gap and there fortify himself.!

On the first day of the campaign Thomas occupied Tunnel Hill. Two
days afterward Schofield closed upon Johnston's right, and Thomas renewed
his demonstration upon Rocky Face with such vigor that Newton's division,
of Howard's (Fourth) corps, carried a portion of the ridge; but, upon a far-
ther advance, the crest was found too well protected by rock epaulements to
hope for success in gaining the gorge. Geary’s division, of Hooker's corps,
in the mean time made a reconnoissance up a precipitous ridge south of Buz-
zard’s Roost: but, though the men fought their way well up to the enemy’s
intrenehments on the crest, they could not gain possession of the Gap. But
these movements were only demonstrations. Upon McPherson’s flank move-
ment throngh Snake Creek Gap Sherman had made the success of his plan
to depend. But Johnston, who had expected this method of attack, had sent
Canty's brigade to Resaca two days before the attack in his front had been
developed. For weeks, also, he had been preparing roads in his rear, upon

! This Snake Creek Gap movement seems to have heen priginally suggested hy General Thomas.
The latter, in his report to the Committee on the Conduet of the War, says: * Shortly after his as-
signment to the command of the Military Division of the Mississippi, General Sherman came to see
me at Chattanooga to consult about the position of affairs, and adopt a plan for a spring campaign.
At that interview I proposed to General Sherman that if he would use McPherson’s and Schofield’s
armies to demonstrate on the enemy’s position at Dalton by the direct roads through Buzzard's Roost
Gap, and from the direction of Cleveland, 1 would throw my whole force through Snake Creck Gap,
which I knew to be unguarded, fall upon the enemy’s communications between Dalton and Resaca,
thereby turning his position completely, and force him either to retreat toward the east through a
difficuit country, poorly supplied with provisions and forage, with a strong probability of total disor-
ganization of his force, or attack me, in which latter event I felt confident that my army was suf-
ficiently strong to beat him, especially as I hoped to gain a position on his communications before
he could be made aware of my movement. General Sherman objected to this plan for the reason
that he desired my army to form the reserve of the united armies, and to serve as a rallying-point
Sor the two wings . . . . to operate from,”

which his own troops could move more rapidly than Sherman’s fanking
columns, McPherson had reached Snake Creek Gap on the 8th, with Lo-
gan’s and Dodge’s corps, preceded by Kilpatrick’s division of cavalry. De-
bouching from the gap, McPherson found Resaca occupied by Canty's bri-
gade. If he had made an immediate attack his success would have been
certain:' but he over-estimated the enemy’s strength both in position and
numbers.  While he was waiting before Resaca, and unable to get upon the
railread above or below the town, the position in his front was stren gthened.
On the afternoon of the 9th, Johnston, warned by Canty of this movement
on Resaca, promptly dispatched to the latter point three infantry divisions
under General Hood. The orders which McPherson had received had not
been so explicit, perhaps, as to cover the precise case now presented for his
consideration. His discretion must supply the place of definite orders. His
force, over 20,000 strong, was largely superior to that of the garrison defend-
ing Resaca. The manifest intent of his orders would have favored an attack,
and the probability of success, even now, was unquestionably in his favor;
but there was much to be said on the other side. He was detached from
the main body of the army, and the easy approaches from Dalton toward his
left and rear suggested the possibility that he might be cut off and defeated.
He took the safer of the alternatives offered him, and fell back to Snake
Creck Gap. In doing so he probably made a mistake. Rocky Face Ridge
had perfectly covered his rear during the movement. THe could now easily
withstand any assault which might be made on his left if he had refused
that flank toward the ridge. Even if he had taken such a position without
making an attack, he could have held it until he received support. But the
decisive advantage gained over the enemy by his flank movement had been
thrown away by his failare to attack on the 9th. The attack would have
been made if General Logan had been in command, or if he had been in the
advance instead of Dodge. McPherson’s wagon train, which ought never to
have entered the Gap at all, offered serious obstructions to the march of col-
umns which might be sent to his support. Sherman confesses himself
“somewhat disappointed at the result”® of his plans, but imputes no blame
to McPherson. On the 11th he withdrew his army from Johnston’s front,
and followed McPherson, leaving only Howard’s corps and a amall infantry
force to keep up the demonstration against Dalton. On the night of the
12th Johnston abandoned Dalton, and moved his whole army to a position

! The following is a part of the instructions given to McPherson: ‘“1am in hopes that Garrard’s
cavalry will be at Villanow as soon as you. . . . . But, in any event, his movement will cover your
right rear, and enable you to leave all encumbrances at Ship’s Gap or at Villanow, as you eem
best. I hope the enemy will fight at Dalton, in which case he can have no force there that can in=
terfere with you ; but should his policy be to fall back along the railroad, you will hit him in flank.
Do not fail, in that event, to make the most of the apportunity, by the most vigorous attack possi-
ble, as it may save us what we have most reason to apprehend, a slow pursuit, in which be gaims

strength as we lose it. In either event you may be sure the forces north of you will prevent bis
turning on you alone.” 2 Sherman's Reporl.
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covering Resaca on the west. In the mean time Polk had reached Johnston
with Loring’s division. Polk, Hardee, and Hood were now the corps com-
manders of the Confederate Army of Tennessee. ’

Dalton, evacnated by the enemy, was immediately occupied by Howard,
who pressed on in pursuit. -Sherman’s columns, following upon each other’s
heels through Snake Creek Gap, had the advantage of Johuston in point of
time. But this was counterbalanced by the more practicable and shorter
route taken by the Confederates. *On the 12th Sherman moved upon Re-
saca, McPherson on the direct road, preceded, as in his former advance, by
Kilpatriek's cavalry; Thomas closed in upon McPherson’s left, and Scho-
field upon the left of Thomas. But it was not until the 14th that Sherman
was prepared to attack, and by that time he was confronted by the whole
force of the enemy, who occupied the forts of Resaca behind Camp Creek,
Polk’s left resting on the Oostenaula, Hardee holding the centre, and Hood
the right, extending northeastwardly around Resaca to the Connesanga.
Loring’s division, added to those already at Resaca under Hood, had on the
13th delayed Sherman’s advanee, thus giving time for the disposition of
Hardee’s and Polk’s troops, then just arriving. Johnston's foresight and
promptness had saved his army.}”

Sherman now repeated against Resaca the strategic movement which had
forced the enemy from Dalton; but there was this difference, that he now
proceeded to threaten the enemy’s communieations with a lighter eolumn,
keeping almost his entire army in the enemy’s front. General Sweeny’s
divisiop of the Sixteenth Corps (Dodge's) crossed the Oostenanla by pon-
toons at Lay’s Ferry and threatened Calhoun, and Garrard’s cavalry divi-
sion r@ved from its position at Villanow across the same river lower down,
to destroy the railroad between Calhoun and Kingston. While these move-
ments were in progress, Sherman attacked Johnston at Resaca, pressing him
at all points during the afterncon of May 14th. Thomas, in the centre,
pressed through Camp Creck Valley, sending Hooker across the creek. On
the right and centre, however, the enemy successfully resisted Schofield and
Thomas, and at nightfall Iood advanced from his intrenchments, and re-
covered a portion of the ground which the Federals had gained in the morn-
ing. McPherson’s attack on Polk was more successful, the latter being
driven from his position, which, commanding the Confederate bridges across
the river, was immediately occupied with Federal artillery. Johuston had
already given orders to Hood to attack the next morning, when he was in-
formed of the movement by Sweeny menacing Calhoun, and of Polk’s mis-
fortune. He countermanded the orders, and sent Walker’s division to Cal-
houn. The next day there was skirmishing along the entire front; develop-
ing on Iood's line into a severe battle in the afternoon. It appears that
Walker had reported no movement on Calhoun, and Hood had been again
ordered to attack, but that when the latter was prepared to do so, intelli-
gence was received by Johnston indicating that the Federal right was cross-
ing the river in his rear, and the order to attack was again countermanded.
One of Hood's divisions—A. P. Stewart’s—not being aware of this, attacked.
Schofield by this time had closed down upon Hood's right, and Hooker, ad-
vaneing, drove the enemy from several hills, capturing four guns and many
prisoners. That night Johnston abandoned Resaca, and, crossing the Oos-
tenaula southward, burned the railroad bridge behind him. Sherman’s
troops entered on the morning of the 16th just in time to save the turnpike
bridge, and the whole army started in pursuit, Schofield moving by blind
roads to the left, Thomas in Johnston’s immediate rear, and McPherson by
Lay's Ferry. In the operations around Resaca the Federal loss was be-
tween 4000 and 5000 killed and wounded. At Resaca Sherman reported
to Grant that he had 1000 prisoners and eight guns.

General Sherman was now entering upon the third stage of the campaign.
Johnston retreated to Cassville, four miles north of Kingston.? At Calhoun
on the 16th, Hardee, bringing up the Confederate rear, skirmished with
Howard’s column. At Adairsville, farther south, there was a fight between
Polk’s cavalry, under Jackson, and the advance of Thomas's army, under
General Newton., Pollc and Hood, on the 18th, took the road from Adairs-
ville to Cassville, while Hardee took that to Kingston. Sherman’s left and
centre had been delayed, Thomas having to build additional bridges across
the Qostenaula, and Schofield making a detour across the two tributaries of
that river—the Connesanga and Coosawattie. On the 17th the three Feder-
al armies moved southward by different roads, and the division of Jeff. C.
Davis meanwhile marched westwardly to Rome, where, meeting no resist-
ance, it captured eight or ten heayy guns, together with some valuable mills
and founderies.

On the 19th it appeared as if the enemy would malke a stand at Cassville.
French’s division, of Polk’s command, had arrived from the south, and
Johnston, intrenched upon a ridge in the rear of the town, confidently or-
dered an advance against Thomas, who was moving southward from Adairs-
ville. Tood, on the right, moved two miles in execution of this order, but,
being deceived by the report that a Federal column was marching from

1 «Nothing saved Johnston’s army at Resaca but the impracticable nature of the country,
which made the passage of troops neross the valley almost impossible. This fact enabled his
army to reach Resaca from Dalton along the comparatively good roads constructed beforehand,
partly from the topographical nature of the country, and parily from the foresight of the rebel
chief. At all events, on the 14th of May we found thp rebel army in a strong position behind
Camp Creek, ocenpying the forts at TResaca, and his right on some chestnut hills to the north

of the town."—Sherman’s Report.

2 Johnston thus explains his continned retreat: . ot

¢'The fact that a part of Polk's troops were still in the rear, and the great numerical superiori-
tv of the Federal army, made it expedient to risk battle only when position or some blunder of the
enemy might give us counterbalancing advantages. I therefore determined to fall back slowly
until cireumstances shonld put the chanees of battle in onr favor, keeping so near the United
States army as to prevent ifs sending re-enforcements to Grant; and hoping, by taking advan-
tage of positions and opportunities, to reduce the odds against us by pnrh.nl cngagements. I
also expected it to be materially reduced hefore the end of June by the expiration of the terms
of service of many of the regiments which had not re-enlisted.”
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SHEBMAN'S ARMY ENTERING RESACA,

Canton to the rear and right of Cassville, he withdrew his troops to resist
the approach of this fietitions column. The Federal army in the mean
while concentrated about Cassville, and attacked Johnston's intrenched posi-
tion with artillery. On the evening of the 19th the Confederate command-
ers differed as to the policy which ought now to be adopted. Hood and
Polk thought that the Federal artillery would render the position untena-
ble on the morrow, and urged immediate retreat across the Etowah River.
Hardee, whose position Johnston thought much weaker than Polk’s or
Hood's, was still confident of his ability to hold it. Johnston ineclined to
Hardee's opinion, but the other commanders “ were so earnest and unwilling
- to depend upon the ability of their corps to hold the ground,” that retreat
was. determined upon, and on the 20th the Confederate army crossed the
Etowah—*a step,” reports Johnston, “ which I have regretted ever since.”
This movement, without a battle, abandoned the whole of Etowah Valley to
the Federal army. Here Sherman gave his troops rest, while supplies could
be brought forward for the next stage of the campaign.

But the period of rest was brief. On the 23d of May, taking supplies in
its trains for twenty days, and leaving a garrison at Rome and Kingston,
Sherman’s army crossed the Etowah. Satisfied that Johnston would at-
tempt to hold Allatoona Pass, just south of the river, the Federal command-
er did not attempt even a demonstration against that position, but leaving
the railroad, moved to the right for Dallas, southwest of Allatoona. John-
ston, who had not stopped at Allatoona, but continued his retreat to the
range of hills north of and covering Dallas and Marietta, detected Sherman’s
whole plan from the start, and concentrated his army near New Hope
Chureh, where three roads met—from Ackworth on the north, Dallas on
the southwest, and Marietta on the east. Hood’s corps was posted with its
centre at the church, while Polk and Hardee extended the line eastward
across the Atlanta Road. Sherman’s army, after erossing the Etowah, moved
in three columns in the accustomed order—Schofield on the left, Thomas in
the centre, and McPherson on the right. McPherson, crossing the Etowah
near Kingston, joined by Davis’s division from Rome, was ordered to move
via Van Wert to a point south of Dallas. Thomas advanced vie Eubarley
and Burnt Hickory, and Schofield by the road from Cassville.,

Thomas’s advance, under Hooker, approached New Hope Church on the
25th, and encountered the enemy’s cavalry. Geary’s division skirmished up
to the Confederate line held by Hood, and Hooker's other divisions being
well in hand by 4 P.M., Sherman ordered a hold push to be made for the
cross-roads. A severe battle was fought in this position, Stewart’s division
by night being finally driven back to the church, but still retaining the main
position. Sherman now occupied several days in deploying up to the ene-
my's well-intrenched lines, which extended from New Hope Church to a
point north of Marietta. MePherson was pushed close up to Dallas, Thomas
still confronted Hood, and Schofield was ordered to move around to the
left, in order to reach and turn Johnston's right flank. Garrard’s cavalry
operated with McPherson, and Stoneman’s with Sehofield, McCook's guard-
ing the Federal rear. The movement of the whole army was now gradually
to the left, proceeding slowly over difficult, densely-wooded ground. Tn the
course of this development there were several sharp encounters with the en-

emy, the results of which sometiimes favored one side and sometimes the
other. On the 27th Howard's corps assailed Cleburne’s division, and was
repulsed, Johnston reports, “with great slaughter.” In this action, and the
battle of New Hope Church, Johnston estimates his own loss as 900, and
that of Sherman as 6000, On the 28th the enemy attacked McPherson
while the latter was on the point of closing up on Thomas. “ Fortunately,”
says Sherman, “our men had erected good breastworks, and gave the enemy
a terrible and bloody repulse.” The enemy’s loss in this attack was nearly
3000, and McPherson's not more than one tenth of that number. There were
ten days of this undecisive work (May 25th~June 4th), when Sherman de-
termined to leave Johnston in his intrenchments, and move eastward to Ack-
worth, on the railroad.> The roads leading back to Ackworth and Allatoo-
na Pass were now in his possession, and he had rebuilt the railroad bridge
across the Etowah and occupied the pass with his cavalry. When, on the
6th of June, he had established himself at Ackworth, he fortified and garri-
soned Allatoona Pass, making it a secondary base of supplies.

Johnston, adapting his movements to those of Sherman, transferred his
whole army to a point on the railroad north of Marietta, where Kenesaw on
his right, Pine Mountain in the advanced centre, and Lost Mountain on his
left, interposed a natural barrier to a direct approach from the north?
While the Confederate army was intrenching itself in this formidable posi-
tion, Sherman repaired the railroad in his rear, and brought forward to his
camp an abundant supply of provisions. He also received re-enforcements.
General Blair, with two divisions of the Seventeenth Corps (10,500 men)

' Howard reports his loss as “ very heavy, being upward of 1400 killed, wounded, and missing in
General Wood's division alone.” He adds, * Though the assault was repulsed, yet a position was
secured near Pickett’s Mills of the grentest importance to the subsequent movement of the army,
and it has been subsequently ascertained that the enemy suffered immensely in the action, and re-
garded it as the severest attack made during the eventful campaign,”

* Sherman writes to General Halleck, Grant's chief of staft, from ¢ Near Dallas,” May 28:

““The enemy discovered my move to turn Allatoona, and moved to meet us bere. Ot columns
met about one mile east of Pumpkin-vine Creck, and we pushed them back about three miles, 10
the point [New Hope Church] where the road forks to Allatoona and Marietta, Iere Johnston
has chosen a strong line, and made hasty but strong parapets of timber and earth, and has thus fir
stopped us. My right is Dallas, centre about three miles north, and T am gradually working round
by the left to approach the railroad any where in front of Ackworth, Conntry very densely wooded
and broken ; no roads of any consequence,  We have had many sharp, severe encounters, but noth-
ing decisive. Both sides duly cautions in the obsenrity of the ambushed ground.”
¢ In a letter to Halleck, May 29, he thus alludes to the enemy's attack on McPherson the day be-
ore ; .

** With the intention of working to my left toward the railroad east of Allateona, T ordered Gen-
eral MePherson . . . . . to withdraw his army and take General Thomas’s present position, while
all of General Thomas's and General Schofield’s avmies will be moved farther to the east, working
round the enemy to the left, The enemy, who had observed, ete., . . . . massed against General
MePherson and attacked him at 44 P.M. yesterday, but was repulsed with great slaughter and at
little eost to us. The enemy fled back to his breastworks on the ridge, leaving in our hands s
dead and wounded. Tis loss, 2500, and about 300 prisoners. General McPherson’s men being
cm-er(;d by loﬁ l:re.awmvrks, like our old Corinth lings, were comparatively unhurt, his loss not being
over 300 in all.’ .

* ¢ Kenesaw, the bold and striking twin mountain, lay before us, with a high range of chestmut
hills trending off to the northeast, terminating to our view in m]othe:- peak called Brushy Monntain,
To our right was the smaller hill called Pine Mountain, and beyond it, in the distance, Lost Monnt-
ain. Al these, though links in a continuous chain, present a_sharp, conieal appearance, prominent
in the vast landscape that presents itself from any of the hills that abonnd in that region. Itene-
saw, Pine Mountain, and Lost Mountain form a triangle—Tine Mountain the apex, and Kenesaw
and Lost Mourntain the base—covering perfectly the town of Mavietta and the rajlroad back to the
Chattahoochee. On each of these peaks the enemy had his signal stations, The summits were
covered with batteries, and the spurs were alive with men, busy in felling trees, digging pits, and
preparing for the grand struggle impending,"—Skerman's Repont. '
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LOST MOUNTAIN AF SUNRISE,

that had been on furlough, and Colonel Long’s brigade of cavalry, arrived at
Ackworth June 8th. This accession supplied the gaps which had been
made in the original army by losses in battle and the detachments from
garrison at Resaca, Rome, Kingston, and Allatoona Pass.® On the 9th the
army moved to Big Shanty, a station on the railroad midway between Ack-
worth and Kenesaw. A triangular mountain fortress, of nature’s construe-
tion, here confronted Sherman. Even war could not quench in Sherman
his love of nature, nor interrupt “communion with her visible forms.”
“The scene,” he says, “ was enchanting—too beautiful to be disturbed by
the harsh clamors of war; but the Chattahoochee lay beyond, and I had to
reach it.” Just beyond the Chattahoochee lay Atlanta—the object of the
campaign.

While waiting before Kenesaw, Sherman received intelligence from Gen-
eral S. G. Burbridge, who had been left in command of the forces in Ken-
tucky, that the Confederate General Morgan had entered that state through
Pound Gap, June 4; that on the 9th he had been brought to battle and de-
feated with aloss of 600 prisoners; that on the 12th he had been again de-
feated, losing 500 killed and 400 prisoners, besides the wounded; and that
his forees were scattered, demoralized, and being * pursued and picked up in
every direction.” Here also Sherman heard of Sturgis’s defeat by Forrest,
narrated in a previous chapter, and ordered a second expedition against For-
rest to proceed immediately from Memphis.

Sherman paused for a brief moment and carefully serutinized the Confed-
erate position. 4 He found that the enemy’s line extended two miles in
length, “more than he could hold with his force.” He had moved his ar-

mies close up by the 11th, McPherson on the left of the railroad toward

Marietta, Schofield away to the right against Lost Mountain, and the larger
army, under Thomas, confronting Pine and Kenesaw Mountains. It was

! The losses in Sherman’s command during the month of May are not stated in his report.
Thomas reports his own loss during this time as 8774, ¢ Sherman's Report.

CHBEST OF PINE MOUNEAIN, WIHERE GENERAL POLK FELL.

Sherman’s object to break the line between Pine and Kenesaw. Flank
movements, at this distance from his base, were too serious affairs to be at-
tempted until they were plainly seen to be necessary. For more than 20
days Sherman tried the enemy’s lines in front by cannonade, skirmish, and
assault.  On the 14th of June, General Polk, commanding the Confederate
centre on Pine Mountain, four miles southwest of Kenesaw, was killed
by a cannon-ball,’ and was succeeded by General Loring, who immediately
withdrew from his advanced position, and on the 19th Johnston's Iime was
contracted, abandoning Pine and Lost Mountains. Hood's right rested on
the Marietta Road, Loring held the centre, now transferred to Kenesaw
Mountain, and Iardee extended across the Lost Mountain and Marietta
Road on the left. A division of militia had in the mean time been sent to

Johnston by Governor Brown. This division, commanded by General Gus-

tavus W. Smith, was employed to gnard the crossings of the Chattahoochee,
to prevent the surprise of Atlanta by Federal eavalry. “The whole coun-
try,” Sherman (June 28) writes to Halleck, *“is one vast fort, and Johnston
must have fully 50 miles of connected trenches, with abatis and finished
batteries.”

Sherman pressed on through the forests and diffieult ravines, and finally
came upon the enemy’s new position, of which Kenesaw was the salient,
Hood thrown back to cover Marietta, and Hardee to cover the railroad to
the Chattahoochee. During these operations the weather, aceording to Sher-
man’s report, “ was villainously bad.” Rain fell almost without pause for
three weeks, making mud gullies of the narrow roads, and preventing a gen-

1 4Ty was on the afternoon of Juue 14th that Johnston, Hardee, and Polk rode out from their
quarters to make some telescopic observations of the Federal position. At the time there was a
brisk artillery fire going on between the two armies, but no engagement of the infantry. The gen-
erals, dismounting, walked to the front, where some of the enemy’s artillerists, observing the party,
fired, Their aim was too suceessful.  Oue of the projectiles struck General Polk on the left arm,
abont the elbow, passed through his body, considerably mangling it, and carried off the right arm.
He died on the spot, and his remains were immediately taken to Marietta, and thence to Atlanta,
where funeral services were performed on the 15th."—Seuthern Generals, p. 419,
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VIEW OF KENESAW FROM LITULE KENESAW.

eral movement; but the Federal lines with every opportunity were ad-
vanced closer to the enemy. It will be seen that Sherman had not accom-
plished his purpose of penetrating the Confederate line, but had only thrown
it in upon itself, contracting and strengthening it. Johnston had seen the
mistake of his original position, and had corrected it in time to prevent dis-
aster, On the 21st Hood was shifted to Hardee's left, while at the same time
Sherman was developing his right flank sonthward of Kenesaw. The next
day, Hooker, having advanced his line, with Schofield on his right, was sud-
denly attacked by Hood near the Kulp House, southwest of Marietta. Hood
appears to have gained some advantage at first, falling thus unexpectedly
upon Williams's division of Hooker’s corps and Hascall's of Schofield’s, and
driving them back ; but he was checked upon reaching the main line, and
himself driven back in confusion, leaving behind his dead, wounded, and
many prisoners.!

Sherman now determined to assault Kenesaw. Tt was a bold and Sher-

man-like thing to do, and certainly failure could not have been reckoned in-

1 General Thomas gives the following account of this affair :

“ Williams's division of Hooker’s corps skirmished itself into a position on the right of Geary’s
division, the right of Williams resting at Kulp's House, on the Powder Spring and Marietta Road.
About 4 P. M. the enemy, in hgavy force, attacked Knipe's brigade in its advanced position, before
his men had time to throw up any works, and persisted in the assault until cundown, when they
withdrew, their ranks hopelessly broken, each assanlt having been repelled with heavy loss.”

CHARLES G. NABKER.
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evitable.! The order was given on the 24th, and executed on the 27th,
Two points were selected on the enemy's left centre—one at Little Kenesaw,
in MePherson's front, the other a mile farther south, in front of Thomas,
On the appointed day, after a vigorous cannonade, the armies of the Ten-
nessee and the Cumberland leaped forward to their terrible worl, their as-
sault falling mainly on Loring’s and Hardee’s corps.  With a loss of less
than 500 men the Confederate position was maintained, and McPherson and
Thomas were completely repulsed, losing altogetber 3000 men, including
General Harker, Colonel Dan. McCoolk, Colonel Rice, and other valuable of-
ficers. Success in this assanlt would have been decisive of the campaign;
it would have cut the enemy in two, prevented his retreat, and exposed him
to defeat in detail. But the assault was not a success.? Sherman gives the
following explanation of his reasons for making this assault:

“Upon studying the ground, I had no alternative but to assault or turn
the enemy’s position. Either course had its difficulties and dangers, And

1 Perhaps the explanation of Sherman’s hope of success is to be found in his dispatch to Ialleck,
June 25th, which says: T shall aim to make him [Jolinston] stretch his line until he weakens it,
and then break through.” ;

* (General Iarker commanded a brigade of Newton's division of Howard's (Fourth) corps, He
led one column of the assault in Howard's front, and Wagner another. Palmer's (Fourteenth)
corps at the same time assaulted on Howard's right. In regard to the result, Howard reports:
My experience is that a line of works thoroughly constructed, with the fromt well covered with
abatis and other entanglements, well manned with infantry, whether with our own or that of the
enemy, can not be carried by direct assault ; the exceptions are when some one of the above condi-
tions are wanting, or where the defenders are taken by surprise.  The strength of such n lme is of
course increased by well-arranged batteries, Notwithstanding the probabilities against snceess,
it is sometimes necessary to assault strong works, as has oceurred in several instances during this
campaign.”

Caolonels Dan. MeCook and T. J. Mitchell (commanding brigades of Jeff, ChDavis's division) led
the assaulting columns of Palmer's corps.  McCook fell, dungeronsly wounded, and subsequently
died at his home in Ohio.
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THE CHATTAHOOCHER

HOWARD'S CORI'S CROSSING

I perceived that the enemy and our own officers had settled down into a
conviction that I would not assault fortified lines. All looked to me to out-
flank. An army, to be efficient, must not settle down to one single mode
of offense, but must be prepared to execute any plan that promises success.
I wished, therefore, for the moral effect, to make a successful assault on the
enemy behind his breastworks. . leme as it was, and for which T as-
sume the entire responsibility, I yet lelﬂ] that it produced good fruits, as it
demonstrated to General Johnston that I wounld assault, and that boldly; and
we also gained and held ground so close to the enemy's parapets that he
could not show a head above them."

After this repulse there was but one resource left—another flank move-
ment. On the night of July 2d, McPherson, in front of Kenesaw, was re-
lieved by Garrard’s cavalry, and thrown around the right of the army, with
instructions to advance to Nickajack Creek, and threaten Turner’s Ferry,
where the railroad in Johnston's rear crossed the Chattahoochee. The Con-
federate commander at once saw the meaning of this movement, and on the
morning of the 8d Thomas found no enemy in his front. A view of the
Federal skirmishers on the top of Kenesaw was the first sight which greeted
Sherman’s eyes at daybreak. Thomas moved forward in pursuit by the rail-
road, and at 8 80 A.M.Sherman in person entered Marietta just as the ene-
my’s cavalry left the place. He hoped to strike the enemy in the confusion
of crossing the Chattahoochee. Drawing Logan from MePherson's eolumn
to Marietta, the remainder of the Arm) of the Tennessee, with that of the
Ohio, were ordered to cross the Nickajack, and attack the enemy in flank
and rear.* Johnston, however, had covered his movement with great care,
having constructed a strong #éte de pont at the Chattahoochee, opposing also

| an advanced intrenched line at the Smyrna camp-meeting ground, five miles

south of Marietta, his flanks resting behind Nickajack and Rottenwood
Creeks. On the 5th of July this advanced position was abandoned on ac-
count of Sherman’s threatening movements toward Tarner’s Ferry. Logan
had been returned to McPherson, and Thomas was moving on Smyrna,
when the enemy fell back to his téle de pont. The Confederate cavalry
crossed the Chattahoochee, Wheeler observing the river for twenty miles
above, and Jackson for the same distance below. There was skirmishing
between the two armies until the 9th, Thomas’s and McPherson’s commands
touching the river above and below the enemy, with Schofield’s in reserve.
While Lhese operations were going on, Schofield had been withdrawn to
Smyrna, and sent across the Chattahoochee at the mouth of Soap Creek
(July Tth). This movement was successfully accomplished, Schofield sur-
prising the Confederate guard, capturing a gun, laying a .pontoon bridge
across the river, and c%’mbhalnna himself on commanding ground on the
east bank. At the same time Cnm'ud s cavalry moved to l{()%wcll farther
up the river, where he destroyed the factories which had for years supphed
cloth to the Confederate armies. A facetious owner of one of these mills, in-
tent upon having his joke, even if he lost his factory, displayed a French
flag above the building.® Having destroyed these works, Garrard secured a
shallow ford, and held it until the arrival of an infantry division from
Thomas’s army. MecPherson’s whole army was soon transferred to this
quarter from the Nickajack. Howard’s corps, of Thomas's army, had also
built a bridge at Powers’s Ferry, two miles below the mouth of Soap Creek,
crossed over and oceupied a position on Schofield’s right. These move-
ments, securing three points of erossing the Chattahoochee above the enemy,
and also a position on the east bank, from which good roads ran to Atlanta,
threatened to leave Johnston at his téte de pont at Turner’s Ferry, and turn-
ing his flank, to bring Sherman’s army into Atlanta forthwith. Johnston,
seeing this, followed his cavalry across the Chattahoochee on the night of
the 9th, and took up a position on Peach-tree Creek and the river below,

! Sherman gives a similar explanation to Halleck shortly after the assanle,  He says : ** The as-
sault I made was no mistake; I had to do it, The enemy, and our own army and officers, had set-
tled down into the conviction that the assault of lines for med no part of my game, and the moment
the enemy was found behind any ﬂung like a pmn])er why, every hody ‘would deploy; throw up
counter works, and take it easy, leaving it to the * old man’ [me:mmg Sherman] to turn the position.
Had the assault heen made with one fourth more vigor (mathematically), T wounld have pus the
head of George Thomas’s whole army right through Johnston's deployed line, on the best ground
for ¢ go ahead, while my entire forces were well in hand on roads converging to my then ohject,
Marietta. llad Harker and McCook not been struck so early, the assault would have succeeded,
and then the battle would have all been in our favor, on account of our supu:onty in numbers and
initiative."

As to the pessibility of suceess if Harker and MeCook had not fallen, General Thomas is the
original authority. He reports to Sherman just after the assault: ** Both General Harker and
Colonel McCook were wounded on the enemy’s breastwm ks, and all say .hud they not been wound-
ed we would have driven the enemy lmm his works.”

2 % If you ever worked in your life,” writes Sherman to McPherson on the evening of July 3,
“ywork at daybreak to-morrow on the flank, erossing Nickajack somehow, and the moment you
discover confusion pour in your fire. You know what a retreating mass across pontoon bndge»
means. Feel strong to-night, and make feints of pursuit with artillery. T know Johnston's with-
drawal is not strategic, but for good reasons after he crosses the Chattahoochee; but his situation
with that river behind him is not comfortable at all. . . . . . I don't coufme you to any crossing,
but press the enemy all the time in flank till he is across the Chattaboochee.”

To Thomas, at the same time, he writes :

“The more I reflect, the more I know Jolmston's halt is to save time to eross his material and
men. No general suc h as he would invite battle with the Chattahoochee behind him. I have or-
dered McPherson and Schofield, at any cost, and work night and day, to get the enemy started in
confusion toward his bridges. I know: you appreciate the situation. We will never have such a
chance again, and T want you to impress on Hooker, Howard, and Palmer the importance of the
most intense energy of attack to-night and in the morning, and to press with v(.hemcnca, at any
cost of life and material. Every inch of his line should be felt, and the moment there is a give,
pursuit should be made hy day with lines, and by night with a -:mg]e head of column and seetion
of artillery to each corps ollowi ing a road. Hooker should communicate with MePherson by a cir-
cuit if necessary, and act in concert. Yon know what loss would ensue to Johnston if he crosses
his bridges at mght in confusion, with artillery thundering at random on his rear.

3 This joke might easily have cost the perpetrator his life. Sherman writes to Garrard, July 7:
“T will see as to any man in Ameriea hoisting the French flag, and then devoting his hlbur “and
capital to supplying armies in open hostility to our government, and claiming the benefit of his neu-
tral flag.  Shonld vou, under the impulse of anger, natural nt contemplating such perfidy, hang the
\\lotch I approve the act beforehand.” 1#He adds: ** I repeat my orders that you arrest all PWPIC,
male and fomale, connected with those Hictories, no matter what the clamor, and let them foot it
under guard, to Marietta, whence I will send them by cars to the North. . .. ., The poor wom-
en will make a howl. TLet them take along their children and clothing, providing they have the
means of ]m“hnu or you ean g:]mre lhe]n We will retain them nntil Tht‘\ ean resch a country w here
they ean live in peace and security,
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covering Atlanta, Thus was abandoned to Sherman all of Georgia between
the Tennessee and the Chattahoochee Rivers. In the pursmit of Johnston
to the Chattahoochee, 2000 prisoners were taken.

And here let us halt to review what has already been accomplished in
the two months since Sherman opened the attack upon Johnston at Buzzard's
Roost. Johnston had been driven south of the Chattahoochee ; he had not
retreated from strategic motives, though his retreat had been conducted with
so great skill and so little waste of force that it places him in the foremost
rank of Confederate generals. No great battle had been fought in the cam-
paign, which had been a series of sieges. Assaults there had been on both
sides, and in these the loss had been severe, falling mainly upon the assail
ants. Johnston’s losses altogether had been, according to his own report,
about 10,000 in killed and wounded, and 4700 from other causes. This
does not include deserters, which probably numbered 2500 at the lowest,
thus bringing the total loss to about 20,000. This loss had been just about
covered by re-enforcements. Sherman’s losses it is difficult to estimate ex-
actly. In the Army of the Cumberland the casualties for May and June
amounted to 14,621, as reported by General Thomas. Supposing the loss
in McPherson’s and Schofield’s commands to have been in proportion, we
have a total of 25,000 for the casualties of battle. These losses, and others
from sickness and detachment of troops for garrison, had been made up for
by re-enforcements, so that the two armies, in respect of numbers, were
now nearly the same as at the opening of the campaign. In the first stage
of his advance, Sherman had it in his power to compel Johnston to fight a bat-
tle upon conditions which involved the destruction of the Confederate army.
It is wonderful that Johnston should have Ieft Snake Creek Gap ungnard-
ed, but it is still more wonderful that, once having gained access through
this pass to the enemy's rear, McPherson did not appreciate his advantage,
and push it to the utmost. If he had done so, and had been promptly sup-
ported, Johnston’s army must have been ground to powder. No such op-
portunity again offered. But, notwithstanding this disappointment, the fact
that Johnston could hold no position north of the Chattahoochee was really
a conclusive argument that he could not hold Atlanta. Sherman’s sole
weakness was his long line of communications; but this was so well pro-
tected that, although Johnston, after crossing the Etowah, had sent five sue-
cessive detachments of cavalry to destroy it, none of these had succeeded.

Sherman’s army was now within sight of Atlanta, only eight miles inter-
vening. Atlanta is the centre of the entire network of railroads in Georgia.
From it start three railway lines of communication. The road running north
to Chattanooga was occupied in its entire length by Sherman. Eastward,
through Decatur, another road runs to Avansta, and thence to Charleston.
The road running south divides into two branches at East Point, six miles
from Atlanta; one running southeastwardly through Macon to Savannah,
the other southwestwardly through West Point and Opelika to Montgom-

ery, and thence with slight interruption to Pensacola. To destroy this lat-
ter or West Point Road, an expedition had been prepared, and General Rous-
seau had been assigned to its command. As early as the 10th of April, Gen-
eral Sherman, believing that Johnston would finally fall back beyond the
Chattahoochee, had had this raid in view. The time for its operation had
now come. On the 10th of July, when it was ascertained that Johnston had
crossed the river, Roussean started from Decatur, Alabama, with 2500 cav-
alry and two pieces of artillery.? No time more favorable could have been
selected for the expedition. A.J,Smith was oceupying Forrest’s cavalry in
Mississippi; expeditions were out inland from Vieksburg and Baton Rouge,
and Canby was understood to be threatening Mobile. Rousseau’s force con-
sisted of the following cavalry regiments—the Fifth Indiana, Fifth Tows,
Second Kentucky, Fourth Tennessee, and Ninth Ohio. The party possessed
1000 Spencer repeating-rifles. At the crossing of Coosa River, on the 13th,
a ferry-boat was captured, and a part of the command having crossed and
effected a lodgment on the south bank, it was attacked by General Clanton
with two regiments of Alabama cavalry. This Confederate detachment was
routed after a few hours' skirmishing by an attack in flank, and Rousseau
proceeded to Talladega on the railroad to Selma. Here a camp of about
700 conscripts was dispersed. The West Point Railroad was first struck at
Chehaw Station, where the enemy was again encountered under Clanton,
but was obliged to retire after a loss of 40 killed and a large number of

' The following instructions to Roussean were dispatched by Sherman June 30th :

“The movement that I want you to study and be prepared for is contingent on the fact that
General A.J. Smith defeats Forrest, or holds him well in check, and after T succeed in makingJoe
Johnston pass the Chattahoochee with his army, when I want you to go in person, or to send gome
good officer, with 2500 good eavalry well armed, and a sufficient number of pack-mules loaded
with ammunition, salt, sugar, and coffee, and some bread or flour, depending on the country for
forage, meat, and corn-meal.  The party might take two light Rodman guns, with orders, in cas¢
of very rapid movements, to ent the wheels and burn the carriages, taking sledges along to break
off trunnions and wedge them into the muzzles, The expedition should start from Decatur [ Ala-
bama |, move slowly to Blountsville and Ashville, and, if the way is clear, cross the Cloosa at the
Ten Islands, or the railroad bridge, destroying it after their passage, then move rapidly for Talln-
dega or Oxford, and then to the nearest ford or bridge over the Tallapoosa. That passed, the ex-
pedition should move with rapidity on the railroad between Tuskegee and Opelika, breaking up the
vond and twisting the bars of iron. They should work on that road night and day, doing all the
damage possible, toward and including Opelika. If no serious opposition offer, they should threat-
en Columbus, Georgia, and then turn up the Chattahoochee to join us between Marierta and At-
lanta, doing all the mischief possible. No infantry in position should be attacked, and the party
should avoid ail fighting possible, bearing in mind, for their own safety, that Pensacola, Rome, the
Etowah, and my army are all places of refuge.  If compelled to make Pensacola, they should leave
their horses, embark for New Orleans, and come round to Nashville. Study this well, and be pre-
pared 1o act on orders when the time comes. Selma, though important, is more easily defended
than the ronte I have named.” !

On July 2d the following dispatch was sent to Roussean :

“ Now is the time for the raid to Opelika. . . ., . . Forrest is in Mississippi, and Roddy has also
gone there.  All other rebel cavalry is here,” ! K

On July Gth the order was repeated as follows

* That cavalry expedition must now be off, and must proceed with the utmost energy and confi-
dence. Every thing here is favorable, and T have official information that General A.J. Smith i
out from Memphis with force enough to give Forrest full ocenpation. Expeditions inland are also
out from Vickshurg and Baton Rouge, as well as ngainst Mobile. If managed with rapidity, the
expedition can not fail of success, and will accomplish much good.”
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wounded. At Opelika a large quantity of stores was captured, and the rail-
road was obliterated. TFrom this point, on the 19th, Rousseau began to re-
turn to Marietta, where he arrived by way of Carrolton and Villa Rica on
the 22d. He had destroyed 30 miles of the railroad toward Montgomery,
three miles toward Columbus, and two toward West Point. Ilis entire loss
had been 12 killed and 30 wounded. Ie brought in 400 mules and 300
horses.

After having collected anabundant supply of stores at Allatoona, Mari-
etta, and Vining's Station, and strengthened the railroad guards and garri-
sons in the rear, General Sherman, on the 17th, crossed the Chattahoochee,
a matter of no small difficulty, effected, as it was, in the face of an army
50,000 strong. Schofield was already across in an impregnable position,
and was ordered to New Cross Keys. Thomas crossed at Powers's and
Paice’s Ferries, and was to move by way of Buckhead; and McPherson
was instructed to move straight from Rosswell to a point east of Decatur
on the Augusta Railroad. Garrard’s cavalry acted with McPherson, while
Stoneman and McCook watched the rivers and roads below the railway.

At this most eritical stage of the campaign, General Johnston, command-
ing the Confederate army, was relieved of his command. e received at
10 o'clock P.M. on the 17th a telegram from Secretary Seddon, the purport
of which was that, as he had failed to arrest the Federal approach to the
vicinity of Atlanta, and had expressed no confidence in his ability to defeat
or repulse General Sherman, he would immediately turn the army over to
General Hood.! Johnston, at Hood's request, continued to give orders until

1 ¢t Besides the canses of my removal alleged in the telegram announcing it,” reports General
Johnston, *‘various other accusations have been made against me—some published in newspapers
in such a manner as to appear to have official aunthority, and others circulated orally in Georgia
and Alabsma, and imputed to General Bragg. The principal ave, that I persistently disregarded
the instructions of the President ; that I would not fight the enemy; that I refused to defend At-
lanta; that I refused to communicate with General Bragg in relation to the operations of the
army; that I discegarded his entreaties to change my course and attack the enemy; and gross
exaggerations of the losses of the army.

T had not the advantage of receiving the President’s instructions in relution to the manner of
condueting the campaign. But as the conduet of my predecessor, in retreating before odds less
than those confronting me, has apparently been approved ; and as General Lee, in keeping on the
defensive and retreating toward Grant's objective point, under circumstances like mine, was add-
ing to his great fame, both in the estimation of the administration and people, T supposed that my
course would not be censared. I believed then, as I do now, that it was the only one at my com-
mand which promised success.,

< think that the foregoing narrative shows that the Army of Tennessee did fight, and with at
least as much effect as it has ever done before.

“The proofs that I intended to hold Atlanta are the fact that under my orders the work of
strengthening its defenses was going on vigorously, the communication on the subject made by me
to General Hood, and the fact that my family was in the town. That the public workshops were
removed and no large supplies deposited in the town, as alleged by General Bragg, were measures
of common prudence, and no more indicated the intention to abandon the place than the sending
t}le wagons of an army to the rear on a day of battle proves a foregone determination to abandon
the field.

“While General Bragg was at Atlanta, abont the middle of July, we had no other conversa-
tion concerning the army there than such as [ introduced. He asked me no questions regarding
its operations, past or future; made no comments upon them nor suggestions, and had not the
slightest reason to suppose that Atlanta would not be defended. He told me that the object of his
journey was to confer with Licutenant General Lee, and communicate with General 1. K. Smith
in relation to re-enforcements for me, He talked much more of affuirs in Virginia than in Geor-
gin, asserting, what I believed, that Sherman's army outnumbered Grant’s, and impressed me with
the belief that his visits to me were unofficial.”

And here it is proper to consider General Hood’s ‘estimate of the Atlanta eampaign.  In the
first place, he estimates General Johnston's effective force on the Gth of May, 1861, as 70,000
men. For this statement there is no anthority whatsoever. ¢ The South,” he says, ‘“had been
denuded of troops to fill the strength of the Army of the Tennessee. Mississippi and Alabama
were without military support, and looked for protection in decisive battle in the mountains of
Georgia.” Here again Hood is belied by all testimony.  Forrest, whose assistance Johnston ask-
ed for, was kept in Mississippi by orders from Richmond, and not permitted to attack Sherman’s
communications. Besides putting Johnston's force nearly 20,000 higher than it really was,
Hood says that * re-enforcements were within supporting distance.””  These re-enforcements were
a_i{jnlur.e!y refused in a defensive campaign on Johnston’s part, and no other campaign was pos-
sible.

Haod then goes on to reprimand Johnston's retreat.  ““In such condition,” he says, “was that
splendid army when the active compaign fairly opened. The enemy, but little superior in numbers,
none in organization and discipline, inferior in spirit and confidence, commenced his advance.
The Confederate forces, whose faces and hopes weve to the north, almost simultaneonsly com-
menced to retreat. They soon reached positions favorable for resistance. Great ranges of mount-
ains running across the line of march, and deep rivers, are stands from which & well-directed
army is not easily driven or turned. At each advance of the enemy, the Confederate army, with-
out serions resistance, foll back to the next range or river in the rear. ‘The habit to retreat soon
became a routine of the army, and was substituted for the hope and confidence with which the
campaign opened. The enemy soon perceived this. With perfect seenrity he divided his forces,
using one column to menace in front and one to threaten in rear. The usnal order to retreat,
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the afternoon of the 18th, placing his troops on thé position which he had
selected near Peach-tree Creek. He also fully explained to Hood the plans

not strike in detail, was issned and obeyed. Those retreats were always at night. The day was
consumed in hard labor. Daily temporary works were thrown up, beliind which it was never in-
tended to fight. The men became travelers by night and laborers by day, They were ceasing
to be soldiers by the disuse of military duty. Thus for seventy-four days and nighrs, that noble
army, which, if ordered to resist, no force that the enemy could assemble could dislodge from a
battie-field, continued to abandon their country, to see their strength depating, and their flag
waving only in retreat or in partial engagements. At the end of that time, after descending
from the mountains, where the last advantage of position was abandoned, and camping withont
fortifications on the open plains of Georgin, the army had Jost 22,750 of its best soldiers. Nearly
one third was gone, no general battle fought, much of our state abandoned, two others uncovered,
and the organization and effiviency of every command, by loss of officers, men, and tone, serionsly
diminished. These things were the inevitable result of the strategy adopted, It is impossible for
a large army to retreat in the face of a pursuing enemy without such a fate. In a yeireat the
losses are constant and permanent.  Stragglers are overtaken, the fatigued fall by the wayside,
and are gathered by the advancing enemy. Ivery pasition by the rear-guard, if taken, yields its
wounded to the victors. The soldiers, always awakened from rest at night to continue the re-
treat, leave many of their comrades asloep in trenches.  This is thetime for desertion. The loss-
¢s of a single day are not large.  Those of seventy-fonr (74) days will embrace the sirength of an
army. 1f a battle be fought and the field held at the ¢lose, however great the slaughter, the loss
will'be less than to retreat in the face of an enemy. There will be no stragglers.  Desertions
are in retrear, rarvely, if ever, on the field of baule. The wonnded are gathered to the rear, and
sootl recover, and in a few weeks the entire loss consists only of the killed and permanently dis-
abled, which is not one fifth of the apparent loss on the night of the battle.  The enemy is cheek-
ed, his plans deranged, territory saved, the eampaign suspended or won,  If a retreat still be nec-
essary, it can thett be done with no enemy pressing and no loss following. The advancing party
loses mothing but its killed and permanently disabled. Neither stragglers nor deserters thin its
ranks. It reaches the end of its march strongor for battle than when it started. The army
commanded by General Sherman and that commanded by General Jolinston, not greatly unequal
at the commencement of the campaign, illustrate what I have written.  General Sherman, in his
official reporr, states thas his forces when they entered Atlanta were nearly the same in number as
when they left Daltom.  The Army of Tennessee lost twenty-two thousand seven hundred and
fifty (22,750) men, nearly one thivd of its strength. 1 have nothing to say of the statement of
losses made by General Johnston in his offieial report, except to state that, by his own fignres, he
understates his losses some thousands; that be excludes the idea of any prisoners. althongh his
previous official returns show more than seven thousand (7000) under the head of *absent with-
ot leave ;” and that the returns of the army while he was in command; corrected and increased
by the records of the army which has not been fully reported to the government, and the return
signed by me, but made up under him, as soon as I assumed connmand, show the losses of the
Army of Tennessce to be what I have stated, and a careful examination of the returns with the
army will show the losses to be more than stated.”

Hood’s own statements belie him.  He says Johnston lost 22,750 men. Ile gives him at the
outset 70,000, This wonld leave 47,250, The ye-enforecements during this period amounted to
nearly 20,000; so that Hood should have had about as fair a start as Johnston had had. DBat
how does Hood estimate the force which he received from Johnston? e says: ** Its effective
strength was, infantry, 33,750; artillery, 3500 ; cavalry, 10,000, with 1500 Georgia militia . . .
making a total of 47,750 men.” This is suflicient reason for doubting the reliability of General
Hood's estimates.  For, by his calculation, Johnston had received only abont 500 additional men
since the commencement of the campuign.  The official documents tell a different story.

And here Jet us submit the report made by Mr. Wigfall in the Confederate Senate, March 18,
1865 :

“ Mn. Presioest,—I return the Report of General Hood, with a recommendation from the
Committee on Military Affairs that it be printed. I am instrueted by the committec to say that
this recommendation would not have been made had the House not already erdered it to be pub-
lished. No action of the Senate ean now keep the report from the public, however desirable it
might be. Indeed, having been sent to both houses in open session by the P'resident withont any
warning as to * its tendency to induce controversy' or cause ‘prejudice to the public service,’ as
in the ease of General Johnston’s Report, the damage was already done—if damage should result
from its contents being made known. The official report of the Secretary of War av the begin-
ning of this Congress contained an attack upon General Johnston. It was sent to us by the Pres-
ident in open session, and published by order of Congress. General Johnston's Report, which
contained his defense against this attack, was asked for promptly, but was withheld for months.
It was finally sent to us in secret session, With a protest against its publication. A report of the
aperations of the Army of Tennessce while under the command of General Hood is asked for, and
we receive this paper in open session as soon as it can be copied, No word of warning as to its
character is given. .

¢ Muech of it is but a repetition of the charges made by the late Secretary of War, and, if they
can be sustained, it is manifest that our present disasters are not to be attributed to General John-
ston’s removal, but to his ever having been appointed. It follows, too, that he should not be con-
tinued in his present command. It becomes necessary, therefore, to examine into the correctness
of these charges. The Senate did not ask for a review of General Jolinston’s campaign, but for
a repart of the operations of the army while under the command of General Hood. Though un-
celled for, it is before us and the people, and I propose to give it a fair and calm consideration.

“ In reviewing the review, I shall refer to the official *Ficld Returns' on file in the Adjutant
and Tnspector General's Office, made and signed by Colonel Mason, A. A. G., and approved by
General Johnston, and not to those with the army, revised and corrected,’ which I have never
scen. The field returns on file here are, or should be, duplicates of those with the army, which
are made up from the returns of the corps commanders. Not having the honor of a personal ac-
quaintance with Colonel Falconer, I do not know what relinnce is to be placed on his corrections
of official documents. I do know Colonel Mason and General Johuston, and I do not believe
cither capable of making a false or frandulent return,

«General Hood, in his review, gives the effective total of General Johnston's army ‘ at and near
Dalton’ to be 70,000 on the Gih of May, 1864, These returns appear to have been made tri-
monthly, on the Ist, 10th, and 20th of each month. The last official ¢ field return,” proviously to
the Gth of May, on file in the Adjutant snd Inspector General's Office, is of the 1st of May. It
shows his effective total to be 40,913 infantry and artillery and 2974 cavalry, amounting in all to
48,887. 'This return shows, however, that two brigades of cavalry, under the command of Gen-
eral Johnston, were in the rear reeruiting their horses, the effective total of which is not given.
General Johnston, in his report; estimates his cavalry at this time at “about 4000," which would
make the effective rotal of these hrigades 1026, which, added to the 2074 *at’ Dalton, makes the
4000. Bstimating his cavalry there at 4000, it is obvious that from the official returns he had but
44,918 effective total *ar and mear” Dalton on the 1st.of May, the date of the Jast return before the
6th of that month. The official records show, then, that General Hood over-estimated General
Johnston’s forces ¢ at and near Dalton’ by 25,087 men.

s If General Hood, by the term € at or near Dalton,’ refers to the forces after this date received
by General Jolmston from General Polk, he is again in error as to numbers. It was not till the
4th of May that General Polk was ordered to “move with Loring’s division and other available
forees at your command, to Rome, Georgia, and thence unite with General Jehnston.™ On the
6th, the day on which General Hood says this army *lay at and near Dalton, waiting the advance
of tha enamy,’ General Polk telegraphs to General Cooper from Demopolis: * My troops are con-
centrating and moving as directed.” On the 10th, at Rome, he telegraphs the President: ‘The
first of Loring’s brigade arrived and sent forward to Resaca; the second just inj the third will
arrive carly to-morrow morning. * * * Frencl's brigade was to leave Blue Mountain this morn-
ing. The others will follow in succession ; Ferguson will be in supporting distance day after to-
morrow: Jackson’s division thirty-six hours after.” Yet General Hood asserts that four days be-
fore this the army was ‘assembled’ at and near Dalton, and ‘ within the casy direction of a single
commander.” The Inst of these re-enforcements joined General Jobuston at New Hope Church
the 26th of May, nearly three weeks after they were alleged to be “at and near Dalton,’” and
amonnted to less than 19,000 men. If none was lost by sickness, desertion, or the casualties of
battle, which is not probable, General Johnston had at New Ho about sixty-four thonsand men
on the 26th of May, instead of seventy thousand, at Dalton, on the Gth. A difference of six thou-
sand ; not very great, it is admitted, yet it shows General Hood to be not quite accurate in his esti-
mates,

«General Hood asserts that General Johnston lost twenty-two thousand seven hundred men in
his retreat, and offers to prove that by the record. At New Hope he had about sixty-four thoun-
sand men. The field returns of the 10th of July, the last made while the army was under his
command, shows, at Atlanta, 40,656 infantry and artillery, and 10,276 cavaley—50,932—say
51,000. Deduct this from 64,000, and it leaves 13,000 loss in artillery, infantry, and eavalry, in-
stead of 22,700, as alleged hy General Hood, General Johnston does not give the losses of his
cavalry for want of reports, He had 4000 at Dalton, and reeeived 4000 (Polk’s) at Adairsville
on the 17th of May—8000. At Atlanta he had 10,276, showing that he had recraited bis cavalry
9976 over and ahave his losses. Leaving out his eavalry, he had at Atlanta, 10th of July, 40,656
infantry and artillery. At New Hope he had, of all arms, 64,000 OF these, 8000 were cavalry,
supposing it not to have increased by recrniting up to that time. ‘That gives him 56,000 infantry
aud artillery. At Atlanta he had, of these arms, 40,656, which deduet from the 56,000, and it
shows his losses to be, in infantry and artillery, 15,544,
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upon which he had proposed to conduet the defense of Atlanta. In the
first. place, he had proposed to attack Sherman while crossing the creek,
where success would be of the greatest advantage, since, in that event, both
the creek and the river would intercept the Federal retreat. If he failed in
this attack, his design had been to keep back the enemy by means of in-
trenchments constructed between the Marietta and Decatur Roads until the
arrival of the state troops which had been promised by Governor Brown at
the end of the month. These intrenchments he would line with the state
militia which he already had, while with his main army he would attack
Sherman in flank whenever the latter should approach Atlanta.

The Confederate army was now posted on high ground on the west bank
of Peach-tree Creek, extending from Turner's Ferry to the Aungusta Road.
McPherson, on the 18th, reached a point seven miles east of Decatur, and,
with Garrard’s cavalry, broke up four miles of the road. Schofield the same
day reached Decatur. On the 19th McPherson turned into Decatur, Schofield
following a road to the right leading toward Atlanta, while Thomas, by numer-
ous bridges, crossed Peach-tree Creek in the face of the enemy. Hood had
disposed his troops so that Cheatham’s (formerly Hood's) corps on the right
would cut off Thomas from Schofield and McPherson. Hardee held the
centre, and Stewart (commanding Polk’s old corps) the left. These two

« Under repeated orders from the War Department, General Johnston had before this time sent
off three regiments. Supposing them to average two hundred effective total, they would amount
to six hundred each; deduct that amount from the 15,344, and it leaves but 14,744 toral loss in
killed, wounded, deserters, stragglers, and prisoners of his infantry and artillery. From this
amount dedaet 10,000 killed and wounded, and we have 4744 lost from all other caunses in these
arms. But it appears that the cavalry had increased 2276, Deduct this from the 4744, and his
losses in all arms, except in killed and wounded, amount to but 2468,

“We liave, then, a loss by desertion, and straggling, and prisoners of only some 2500 from the
‘digging and retreating' policy. The demoralization of the army could not have been as grean
as General Hood supposes, or its losses from these causes would have been greater.  The *working
by night and traveling by day’ would seem, too, not to be a very bad policy where the army has
confidence in its leader.

“ General Hood asserts that a retreating army must lose more by straggling and desertion, if it
daes not fight, than it wonld in killed and wounded if it does, He attempts to show this by what
he regards well-established principles, and not by figures. Napier differs from General Hood on
this point. In disenssing the losses of Massena from the Torres Vedras, he says: ‘It is unques-
tionable that a vetreating army should fight as little as possible.

“ General Hood also insists that the army at Atlanta was greatly demoralized by the loss of
men and officers, and by constant falling back. T do not recollect any general officer, except
General Polk, who was killed while Johnston was in command ; there may have been others, but
certainly not many. What were his losses in general officers from Atlanta to Nashville?. His
march from Jonesborongh to the Tennessee line was a retreat, and from Nashville to Tnpelo ; yet
he lost by desertion but 300, and left the avmy in fine spirits. The demoralization of Johnston's
army can not be accounted for on this theory. But was it demoralized? It fought well when he
first took command. His disasters aronnd Atlanta are not attributed by him to a want of spirit
in the men, but to incompetency in the officers. He could not have his orders executed. 1 in-
eline to the opinion that he is mistaken as much as to his facts as he is in his theory.

 General Hood insinuates that General Johnston attempts to dodge an acknowledgment of his
full losses by <exclading the idea of prisoners,” and charges that his official returns show more
than 7000 under the head of ¢ ahsent without leave.,”! This is & very grave charge against an offi-
cer and a gentleman. General Hood should know that the nusual, if not only mode of stating
the loss of prisoners is in a marginal note opposite the column of “ absent withont leave.' It can
never be other than an approsimate estimate ; for no general can know how many of his “absent
without leave,’ after a battle, have gone voluntarily to the enemy, and how many have been cap-
tared. General [ood should know also that the absent and prisoners of an army are continued
on its rolls from time to time, as the * Ficld Returns’ are made out, withount reference to a change
of commanders, and that it is very possible, therefore, that a part, or even the whole, of the 7000
prisoners may have been lost when the army was under the command of General Bragg. The
rout nt Missionary Ridge had occurred before General Johuston took command. This is a mat-
ter, however, which especially concerns General Hood. The field return of the 10th of July shows
a loss of not quite 7000 prisoners (6994).  Opposite General Hood's corps is this note: 238 offi-

eara pnd 4597 men, nrisoners of war, are reporte] t\lgnng the “nbsent wi!hom({e'@vc." °. 'This shows
that, out of not quite 7000 prisoners of war, nearly 5000 (4885) were captured from his corps.  He

knows whether they were lost by him under Johuston, or by some one else under Bragg. For the
acenracy of the statement, he, and not General Johnston, is responsible.  The retnrns of the army
is only a consolidation of the returns of the corps commanders. ;

¢ But if there were 7000 prisoners taken during the retreat from Dalton, how does he account
for the fact shown by the official returns that General Johnston had, at Atlanta, on the 10th of
July, leaving out his killed and wounded, within 2500 men of the number put ander his command
previously? How can this excess of loss in prisoners over bis total loss (exeept in killed and
wounded) be explained? Upon no other hypothesis than that his army inercased by recruiting
more rapidly than it decreased by straggling and loss of prisoners. The morale of the army, then,
could not lave been very bad—at least not as bad as it is supposed by General Hood to have been.
Nor could the people of the territory which General Johnston was “abandoning’ have lost all con-
fidence in him. 1t must have been from them that his recruits were gathered,

It is alleged that at Dalton ¢ the enemy was but little superior in numbers, none in organiza-
tion and discipline, and inferior in spirit and confidence.” The army which is desceribed as *in-
feripr in spirit and confidence’ to Johnston's was the one which had lately routed it at Missionary
Ridge, under Bragg. An army flushed with victory is not nsnally wanting “in spirit and confi-
dence.” Did the presence of Johnston cause them to doubt their future success?  What infused
¢spirit and confidence’ in the Army of Tennessee?  Was it the consciousness that it, at last, had a
commander who, eareless of his own blood, was careful of that of his men, who knew when to take
them under fire and how to bring them out, and whose thorough soldiership wonld save them from
ever being uselessly slanghtered by being led to battle except when some good purpose was to be
accomplished or some brilliant victory achieved ?  If the * discipline and organization’ of the army
were as perfect as deseribed, who produced it?  For four months it had been under the control
of Johnston. What evidence has General Hood to sustain his assertion that at Dalton the enemy
was but little superior to us in numbers? He relies upon Sherman’s statement that he was as
strong at Atlanta as when the campaign opened. His army at Missionary Ridge was estimated
at 80,000. He was afierward re-enforced by the army from Knoxville and the troops from North
Alabama, besides others.  Our scouts reported that he had been re-enforced with at least 30,000
men, General Sherman told General Govan, or said in his presence, that he had commenced the
campaign with 110,000, I have never heard it estimated at less than 90,000 infanury and artil-
lery. In July General Wheeler estimated it at between 65 and 70,000. The Northern papers,
abput that time, admitted his losses to be £5,000. His cavalry was estimated by General Wheeler
at not less than 15,000. Johnston, in the mean time, under orders of the War Department, sent
off two brigades and received one. .

“ General Hood charges that General Johnston did not intend to hold Atlanta. As evidence
of this, he says that no officer or soldier believed it, and that General Johnston had thrown up no
intrenchments in front of his lines opposite Peach-tree Creek. If General Johnston intended, as
he says he did, to strike the head of Sherman's columns as soon as they appeared across Peach-
tree Creek, and before they were inirenched, or had time even to deploy into line of battle, what
use had he for field-works? They would have been in his way if erected, and his men would
have been unselessly fatigued in constructing them. Not having been present, I ean not speak of
the opinion of the army. But, admitting the fact, I submit that the opinion of the army is not
always evidence of the intentions of the general. Is it not possible, too, that General Hood may
have mistaken his own opinion for that of the army? The evidence that General Johnston did
intend to hold the place is given in his report. In addition, it may be added that he held New
Hope for a fortnight, and only left it becanse the enemy left their intrenchments confronting it,
moving to the railroad and to the rear. He then held & position in front of Kenesaw for a month,
and left that, at last, beeause, by extending his intrenchments, Sherman had got nearer to Atlanta
by several miles than we were. In all the fighting we had been successful, and that in positions
frequently prepared for defense in a few hours. Is it probable, then, that General Johnston wonld
not have attempted to hold a place fortified already to his band under the direction of the Engi-
neer Burean, and previously inspected by Major General Gilmer, the chief engineer of our army ?
Why had he been strengthening it from the 5th of July, with all the labor he could comninnd,'if
he did not intend to defend it, in the event of his failing to crush the enemy at Peach-tree Croek ?
Why was he strengthening it at the very moment of his vemoval ? If the position was as weak as
described by General Hood, why did Sherman not attempt to carry it by assault?"
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were ordered by Hood to attack Thomas at one P.M. on the 20th, hefore
the latter could-fortify himself. DBut the Federa! movement threatened to
flank Hood's right, and must be met by an extension of Cheatham’s corps in
that direction. @his led to a displacement of Hardee's and Stewart’s origj.
nal line to close up the interval. In these manceuvres much time was cop.
sumed, and it was not ill four P.M. that the attack was made. Hood’s Jef;
corps, under Stewart, advanced toward Buckhead, and struck the Federg]
line at a point where a gap had been left between Thomas and Schofield,
and which Sherman was trying to fill. The blow was sudden, and fell upoy
Newton's division on the road, Hooker’s corps to the south, and Johnson’s
division of Palmer's corps. Johnson was well intrenched; Newton haq
hastily thrown up a line of rail breastworks in his front ; but Hooker’s corps
was éntircly uncovered, and fought on compﬂm?‘fe]y open ground, The
assanlt was partially successful at first, Stewart gaining a temporary work in
his front. But Newton's division, though exposed on the left, repelled every
charge of the enemy. The battle then swayed toward the Federal right
against Hooker and Johnson, who yielded not a foot of ground, and after g
severe battle, which lasted until sundown, the enemy was hurled back to his
works.! Thomas's loss was heavy, amounting to 1600 in killed and wound-
ed, the greatest number of casualties being in IIooker’s corps. The Con-
federate loss must have been still heavier. Five hundred dead were left
upon the field, and 1000 severely wounded, and 860 Confederate prisoners
were captured. Sherman estimates the loss of the enemy at 5000.*

A task had devolved upon General Hood to which his faculties were in-
adequate; it was a task which might have discouraged the most skillfu]
general the world ever saw. Johnston had understood its® difficulty, and
had met the emergency in the only possible way which either military
science or military experience suggested. His removal from command was
a denunciation of his method of conducting the campaign. Hood, who,
while a brave soldier, was no general, adopted an exactly opposite method,
It was his well-known habit to fight battles and disregard strategy, and for
this reason he had been assigned to the command. If Sherman could have
made the appointment himself, he could not have more certainly or more
completely served his own purpose. Hood was the commander, and Hood’s
theory of war was the policy which secured far him the opportunity for
which he had been waiting, and out of which Johnston had all along been
cheating him. )

General Hood, having failed in his first plan, proceeded to execute the see-
ond, which involved an attack on McPherson. The movement of the latter
to Hood’s right, if not checked, would compel the evacuation of Atlanta,
Thus, on the morning of the 22d, Sherman, to his surprise, found the Confed-
erate works on Peach-tree Creek abandoned, and pushed his whole line up
close to Atlanta. Hood in the mean time was constructing new fortifica-
tions, and, leaving Cheatham and Stewart to defend the city, had ordered
Hardee to move south with his corps during the night of the 21st on the
McDonough Road. This movement had for its object the turning of
McPherson’s flank. Wheeler's cavalry moved on Hardee's right, and both
were to attack at daylight, or as soon thereafter as possible. Hardee's sue-
cess would be followed by an attack of Cheatham on Thomas, and then, as
the engagement became generdl, by a movement from the centre.

These combinations led to the battle of July 22. MecPherson had the
night before crossed the Aungusta Railroad two miles west of Decatur, after
severe skirmishing, and Blair, on the left of the road, had pushed forward
and seized a commanding eminence not two miles distant from Atlanta,
The general advance of Sherman’s line on the morning of the 22d had been
contracted and strengthened. Dodge's (Sixteenth) corps, on Logan’s right,
had been in this way displaced, and was sent around to Blair's lefi, to
strengthen the commanding position which had been gained the previous
night. Sherman in the morning had supposed that Atlanta was abandon-
ed; but before noon Thomas and Schofield found the enemy well intrench-
ed in their front, covering the city, and away to the left about eleven o'clock
was heard the fire of musketry and artillery. In a moment Hood's design
was fathomed; but it was already too late to completely avert the danger
which threatened McPherson.

Sherman was at the Howard House at this time, on Thomas's left. Here
McPherson met him and Schofield, and deseribed the condition of affairs on
his flank. Sherman had proposed to extend to the right, and was, there-
fore, not desirous to gain on the left. But the nature of the position gained
by Blair led him to send Dodge to strengthen that point. This point hav-
ing been settled, McPherson started from the Howard House to return to his
army, reports having already reached him of an attempt on his left. The
sound of musketry, increasing in volume and accompanied by artillery, led
Sherman to order an advance from the right and centre, and to hold as large
a portion of Schofield’s corps as possible in reserve to await developments.

“About half an hour after McPherson’s departure, his adjutant general, Lien-

tenant Colonel Clark, rode up with the sad and startling intelligence that his
commander was either dead or a prisoner; that, riding from Sherman’s head-
quarters to Dodge’s column, and having dismissed his orderlies and staff offi-
cers on various errands, he had passed into a narrow path leading off from the
extreme left of his line, and a few minutes later a sharp volley was heard in
that direction, and McPherson’s horse had come out riderless, with two
wounds. “The suddenness of this calamity,” says General Sherman, «yould
have overwhelmed me with grief, but the living demanded my whole
thought.”* General Logan, commanding the Fifteenth Corps, was ordered

' Thomas's Report. :

* General Hood attributes the failure of the attack to delay, and to Hardee’s failure ©* to push
the attack as ordered.” .

? Twa days after this event, it was reported as follows by General Sherman to Adjntant Gen-
eral Thomas : :
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to take command of the Army of the Tennessee. Sherman instructed Lo-
gan that he did not wish to gain ground on the left, but that the Augusta
Railroad must be held at all hazards.

Hardee had swung around and struck the left flank of Sherman’s army,
his movement being covered by dense woods. BEuveloping Blair’s division,
the attack was extended to the rear until it reached Dodge’s corps in mo-
tion. There was between Blair and Dodge an interval of half a mile. The
last order ever given by MePherson was that Colonel Wangelin's brigade,
of Logan’s corps, should cross the railroad and oceupy this gap. The order
had been cbeyed, and its execution checked the ene-
my’s advance. Wheeler's cavalry at the same time,
having taken a wider circuit, broke in upon Decatur,
capturing a portion of the trains there stationed, and
driving the rest toward the Chattahoochee. Hardee
had been checked, but Stewart’s corps, on his left, at-
tacked in front, sweeping across a portion of the hill
which Blair was fortifying, capturing the intrenching
party with its tools, and bearing down upon G. A.
Smith’s division, which was driven back upon that of
Leggett, who still obstinately clung to the crest. Smith's
line was now formed with its right touching Leggett,
and the left refused, facing southeast. This position
was firmly held for four hours, unmoved by the as-
gaults of the enemy. On the extreme left Hardee had
captured six guns, and Smith, in refusing his left, had
abandoned two more. Hood still persisted in the at-
tempt to turn Sherman’s left flank. There was a Iull
at four P.M., during which the enemy felt his way to
the railroad, and, suddenly breaking forth wpon a regi-
ment, which, with a section of artillery, had been ad-
vanced as a sort of picket, captured two more guns.

Tt is my painfal duty to report that Brigadier General James B.
McPherson, United States Army, Major General of Volunteers, and
commander of the Aymy of the Tennessee in the field, was killed by a
shot from ambuscade abont noon yesterday, At the time of this fatal
shot he was on horseback, placing his troops in position near the city of
Atlanta, and was passing by a cross-road from a moving columm toward
the flank of troops that had already heen established on the line. e
had quitted me but o few minutes before, and was on his way to see in
person to the execution of my orders. About the time of this sad event
the enemy had sallied from his intrenchments of Atlanta, and by a cir-
cuit had got to the left and rear of this very line, and had began an at-
tack which resnlted in serious battle : so that General McPherson fell in
batile, booted and spurred, as the gallant knight and gentleman should
wish. Not his the Joss, but the country’s; and this army will mown
his death and cherish his memory as that of one who, though compara-
tively young, had risen by his merit and ability to the command of one
of the best armies which the nation had called into existence to vindi-
cate its honor and integrity.

¢ History tells of but few who so blended the grace and gentleness of
the friend with the dignity, conrage, faith, and manliness of the soldier.
His public enemies, even the men who directed the fatal shot, ne'er
spoke or wrote of him without expressions of marked respect; those
whom he commanded loved him even to idolatry; and I, his associate
and commander, fail in words adequate to express my opinion of his
great worth, T feel assured that every patriot in Ameries, on hearing
this sad news, will feel a sense of personal loss; and the country gener-
ally will realize that we have lost not only an able military leader, but a
man who, had he-survived, was qualified to heal fhe narional strife which
has been raised by designing and ambitious men. His body has been
sent North in charge of Major Willard, Captains Steele and Giles, his
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Advancing and driving back Lightburn’s brigade, which beld that portion
of the line, he captured two full batteries, one of them 20-pounder Parrotts.
By this advance of the enemy, Wood's and IHarrow's divisions of Logan’s
corps were separated. 1t was important that the pesition should be recov-
ered. Batteries were moved from Schofield’s line to & commanding position
enfilading the enemy, and while these poured in their continuous fire, Logan
and a portion of Schofield’s force drove the enemy from the field, recapturing
the two batteries. Thus terminated the battle of the 22d. Sherman re-
ports his loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners as 3722, and estimates that
of the enemy as 8000. In this battle the Confederate general W, H.T.
Walker was killed.

This day ended Sherman’s operations east of Atlanta. Garrard's cavalry,
whose absence had materially assisted Hood on the 22d, had been employed
in the destruction of the Augusta Railroad 42 miles east of Atlanta. This
movement, together with Rousseau’s operations on the West Point Road, left
the enemy but a single line of uninterrupted eommunication, that by the
Macon Railroad. In order to reach this remaining road Sherman determ-
ined to transfer his army to the west of Atlanta. Rousseau, upon his re-
turn to Marietta with 2000 cavalry, was ordered to relieve Stoneman on the
Chattahoochee, and to the latter was given the command of his own and
Garrard’s division, amounting to 5000 men. General E. M. McCook, with
his own and Rousseau’s eavalry, had a force 4000 strong. 'With these com-
mands Stoneman and McCook were ordered to make a concerted movement
against the Macon Road, while Sherman was extending his army on the right
toward Fast Point. In respect of numbers, the cavalry designated for this
expedition was sufficient for the accomplishment of its object against any
opposition which it was possible for the enemy to make. Stoneman was to
move by the left around Atlanta to McDonough, and MeCook by the right
to Fayetteville, and on the night of the 28th the two bodies were to effect a
junetion on the Macon Road near Lovejoy’s, far south of Atlanta, and break
it effectually. At the very moment of starting Stoneman begged permis-
sion, after executing the orders already given him, to proceed with his own
proper command to Macon and Andersonville, and release the Union pris-
oners there confined. * There was something most captivating in the idea,”
reports Sherman, “ and the execution was within the bounds of probability
of success.” e therefore consented.

The expedition proved a failure. There seems to have been no attempt
on Stoneman's part to effect a junction at Lovejoy’s with Garrard and
MeCook. Garrard soon returned. MeCook went down the west bank of
the Chattahoochee to a point near Rivertown, where he crossed, and, moving
on Palmetto Station, tore up a section of the West Point Road. Thence he
advanced to Fayetteville, where he destroyed ahout 500 wagons belonging
to the enemy. Pushing on to the railroad at Lovejoy’s, he burned the dépt
and destroyed a portion of the road. In the mean time the enemy was ac-
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cumulating forces around him, and, recerving no tidings from Stoneman, he
moved south and west to Newman, on the West Point Road, where he en-
countered a body of infantry on the way from Mississippi to Hood’s army.

This body, delayed by the break at Palmetto, together
with the cavalry which had been pursuing MeCook,
completely surrounded the latter and compelled him to
fight. MeCook et his way out with great diffienlty,
losing 500 men.  Stoneman, disregarding all the instruc-
tions which he had received, seems never to have come
near Lovejoy’s. Keeping east of the Ocmulgee to Clin-
ton, he sent detachments eastward, which succeeded in
inflicting great damage upon the railroad, burning the
bridges over Walnut Creek and the Oconee. With his
main force he appeared before Macon. He made no at-
tempt upon the town, however, nor did he proceed to-
ward Andersonville, but began to retrace his steps, close-
ly followed by various detachments of Confederate cay-
alry under General Iverson. He was soon hemmed in
by the enemy; and giving his consent to two thirds of
his eommand to escape, with the remainder and a sce-
tion of light gnns he oceupied the enemy. A brigade
under Colonel Adams returned to Sherman almost in-
tact. Another, commanded by Colonel Capron, was sur-
prised on its way back, and, bein g scattered, a large num-
ber were killed and captured, Stoneman surrendered
himself, and the small portion of his command which
remained with him. Very much was sacrificed in this
expedition, and very little was gained, as the breaks
made in the Macon Road were of such a character as
to be easily repaired.

On the 27th of July, one week after the batile of
Peach-tree Creek, the Army of the Tennessee was moved
from its position on the left, around Sehofield and Thom-
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as, to the west side of Proctor’s Creck, where it prolonged the Federal lie
southward on the hills northwest of Atlanta—a position exactly opposite lo
that occupied by this army in the battle of the 22d.

By orders of the Pres-

* MARIETTA

IRMISHED
JULY 29.6%

GRIFFIN

W CHAMBERS CH
.

|

gy

« Mecook

&Y CoVINGTON W
3 MADISON
= A
x i)
T X
i MS DONOUCH
LOYEJOY

;*/J/ CAVALRY RAIDS

IN CONNECTION WITH THE
ATLANTA CAMPAIGN

LINES OF MARCH I

STONEMAN
Kl'g.PATRlC‘K:;’“‘”"" ‘

50
e — -

NEMAN

JACKSON «

TON

MACONSZ

——— ]



Jury, 1864. ] :

THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN.

615

TS ‘r m

L

Wil
i

g i R

SHERMAN IN COUNCIL DECIDES 70 RAISE THE SIEGE OF ATLANTA

ident, given at Sherman’s suggestion, General O. O. Howard had been, on
the 27th, assigned to the command of the Army of the Tennessee, General
Stanley suceeeding to the command of the Fourth Corps. This appointment
led to General Hooker's departure from Sherman’s army. Howard was a
junior officer as compared with Hooker, and the latter resented his promo-
tion on the ground that, in the natural course, he should himself have been
preferred,  Hooker therefore threw up his command of the Twentieth Corps,
and was succeeded by General L W. Slocum, General Sherman had very
properly considered that a good department commander must be selected,
and for this purpose he preferred Howard to either Logan or Hooker, whom
also he wished to retain in their present positions on account of their emi-
nent efficiency as corps commanders.!

t'l The following letter, addvessed by Sherman to Halleck, Angust 16, 1864, fully explains this
affair;

“It occurs to me that, preliminary to a future veport of the history of this campaign, T should
record certain facts of great personal interest 1o cfficers of this command.

“General MePherson was killed by the musketry fire at the heginning of the battle of July 22,
He had in person seleeted the ground for his troops, constituting the left wing of the army, T be-
ing in person with the cenire, General Schoficld. The moment the information reached me, 1
sent one of my staff to announce the fact to General John A. Logan, the senior officer present
with the Army of the Tennessee, with general instructions to maintain the ground chosen by Gen-

Dodge, with the Sixteenth Corps, took a position just west of Proctor's
Creek on the evening of the 27th. The next morning, Blair, with the Sev-

eral Mc’herson if possible, but, if pressed too bhard, to refuse his left flauk, but, at all events, to
hold the Tailroad and main Decatur Road ; that 1 did not propose to move or gain ground by that
flank, but rather by the right, and that T wanted the Army of the Fennessce to fight it out nnaid-
ed. General Logan admirably conceived my orders and executed them ; and, if he gave ground
on the left of the Seventeenth Corps, it was properly done by my orders ; but he held a certain hill
by the right division of the Seventeenth Corps, the only ground on that Jine the possession of
which by an enemy would have damaged us by giving a reverse five on the remainder of the
troops.  General Logan fought that batile out as required, nmaided save by a small brigade sent
by my orders from General Schoficld to the Deeatur Road, well to the rear, where it was reported
the enemy’s cavalry had got into the town of Decatur, and was operating direetly on the rear of
Logan; but that brigade was not disturbed, and was veplaced that night by a part of the Fif-
reenth Corps next to General Schofield, and General Schofield’s brigade hronght baek so as to he
kept together on its own line.

i General Logam managed the Army of the Tennessee well during his command, and it may be
that an unfair inference might be drmwn to his prejudice beeanse he did not succeed to the perma-
nent command. I am foreed to choose & commander, not only for the army in the ficld, but of
the Department of the Tennessee, covering a vast extent of country, with troops mnch dispersed.
It was a delicate and difficnlt task, and I gave preference to Major General O. O. Howard, then in
command of the Fourth Army Corps in the Department of the Cnmberland,  Instead of giving
my reasons, I prefer that the wisdom of the choice be Teft to the test of time. The President
kindly ratified my choiee, and I am willing to nssume the responsibility, I meant no disrespeet
to any officer; and hereby declare that General Logan snbmitred with the grace and dignity of &
soldicr, gentleman, and patriot, resumed the command of his corps proper (Fifteenth), and enjoys
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enteenth Corps, extended the line south and west to Ezra Chureh, on the
Bell's Ferry or Lickskillet Road; and Logan came in on Blair’s right, his
own right being refused along a well-wooded ridge south of the road. By
10 A.M. on the 28th Howard's army was in position, and wag rapidly forti-
fying itself with breastworks of rails and logs. From that time until noon
there was heavy artillery firing from the Confederate position. Evidently
Hood was about to repeat the tactics of the 22d. Lientenant General S. D.
Lee, who on the 25th had relieved General Cheatham of the command of
Hood’s former corps, was ordered to advance and attack Howard’s right, and
cover the Lickskillet Road. The attack about noon fell npon the corps of
General Logan, who fought alone the battle which ensued. Several assanlts
were made by Cheatham until 4 P.M., but were each repulsed with great
loss to the enemy. Logan'’s loss was less than 700. But when Cheatham
abandoned the field he left 642 killed, which were counted and buried, be-
sides many others buried but not counted. Sherman estimates the Confeder-
ate loss in this battle of the 28th as “not less than 5000.” He had antici-
pated this attack, and had made dispositions which, but for his ignorance of
the topography on his right rear, must have converted Cheatham’s repulse
into a disastrous rout. Up to this point Hood had been acting upon the
plans which General Johnston had formed, but it is very doubtful whether
the latter general would bave executed them in the same manner. Certainly
Jobnston would not have attacked Howard’s army on the 28th, knowing

the love and respect of his army and of his commanders. It so happened that on the 28th of July
I had again thrown the same army to the extreme right, the exposed flank, where the enemy re-
peated the same manwuvre, striking in mass; the extreme corps deployed in line, and refused as
a flank the Fifteenth, Major General Logan, and he commanded in person, General Howard and
myself being near; and that corps, as heretofore reported, repulsed the rebel army completely, and
aext day advanced and occupied the ground fought over and the road the encmy songht to cover.
General Howard, who had that very day assumed his new command, unequivocally gave General
Logan all the credit possible; and I also beg to add my nngualified admiration of the bravery
and skill, and, more yet, good sense that influenced him to bear a natural disappoeintment, and do
his whole duty like & man. I I conld bestow upon him substantial reward, it wonld afford me
unalloyed satisfaction; but T do believe, in the conscionsness of acts done from noble impualses, and
gracefully admitted by his snperiors in authority, he will he contented, e alveady holds the
highest commission known in the army, and it is hard to say how we can better manifest our
applanse,

At the time of General Howard's selection, Major General Hooker commanded the Twentieth
Army Corps in the Army of the Cumberland, made up for his special accommodation ont of the
old Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, whereby Major General Slocum was deprived of his corps com-
mand. Both the law and practice are and have been to fill the higher army commands by selec-
tion. Ranks or dates of commission have not controlled, nor am I aware that any reflection can
be inferred, unless the junior be placed immediately over the senior; but in this case General
Hooker's command was in no manner disturbed.  General Howard was not pint over him, but in
charge of a distingt and sepavate army. No indignity was offered or intended; and [ must say
that General Hooker was not justified in vetiving. At all events, had he spoken or written to me,
I would have made every exp]]mmtiou and coneession he could have expeeted, but conld not have

changed my course, because then, as now, I believed it rvight, and for the good of our country and
cause,

*As a matter of justice, General Slocum, having been displaced by the consolidation, was deem-
ed by General Thomus as entitled to the vacancy created by General Hooker's voluntary with-
drawal, and has received it.”
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that the Jatter was intrenched. Half a dozen of such battles would hiave left
Hood without an army. At any rate, no farther attempt was made by Gen-
eral Hood to oppose Sherman’s extension by flank southward, As the Fed-
eral army developed toward Kast Point, the enemy, without attacking, ex-
tended his intrenched line in the same direction.

By the 1st of August the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps had advanced
beyond the Lickskillet Road.  On that day Schofield’s army was transferred
to Howard's right, Palmer's cotps, of the Army of the Cumberland, follow-
ing. Palmer took a position below Utoy Creelk, and Schofield extended the
line to near East Point. Here a question of rank arose between Schofield
| and Palmer, the former being instructed by General Sherman to give orders
to the latter. This difficalty finally (on the 6th of August) led to Palmer’s
resignation, General Jeff. C. Davis succeeding him in command of the Four-
teenth Corps.

By this extension of his army southward, Sherman compelled Tood to
lengthen the line of defense; and while Schofield attempted to turn the Con-
federate left, and reach the Mucon Road, Thomas and Howard pressed vig-
orougly on Hood's right and centre. But, though the enemy’s line was fif-
teen miles long, extending from Decatur around to below East Point, it could
easily be held by militia, and was so well masked by the shape of the ground
that it was impossible for Sherman to discover its weak points. It was be-
ginning to be evident that, in order to reach the Macon Road, the whole of
Sherman’s army would have to be transferred to the east and south of At-
lanta. An attempt was first made to destroy the city by means of four 44-
inch rifled guns, which on the 10th arrived from Chattanooga. These did
good execution, but Hood was not willing to abandon the city so long as he
could keep the forts, and the battering down of every building in Atlanta
would not have altered his determination,

In the mean time Hood had dispatched Wheeler, with a cavalry force
4500 strong, against the railroad in Sherman’s rear. This, without frighten-
ing the Federal commander, who had no immediate cause for concern as to
supplies, greatly enbanced his opportunity for offensive operations. It then

| seemed possible that, without moving the entire army, a raid might be made

by Kilpatriek which should break up the Macon Road. Kilpatrick started
| out and broke the road to West Point, and then advanced to Jonesborough,
| on the Macon Road, where he encountered and defeated a portion of the
Confederate cavalry under Ross, and held the Tailroad for five hours, doing
it sufficient damage to give the enemy about ten days’ work in repairing it.
| A brigade of Confederate infantry, with Jackson’s cavalry, put a stop to his
| work here. Moving east, he again encountered the enemy at Lovejoy’s, and,
| after defeating him and capturing four guns and a large number of prison-
| ers, returned to Sherman’s army by way of Decatur,

Not satisfied with what had been accomplished in this raid, Sherman, on
the might of August 25th, raised the siege of Atlanta. General A.S. Wil-
liams,! with the Twenticth Corps, was ordered back to hold the intrenched
position at the Chattahoochee bridge, and the remainder of the army, with
15 days’ rations, was set in motion toward a position on the Macon Road, at
or near Jonesborough. On the first night of the movement, Stanley, with
the Fourth Corps, drew out from the extreme left to a position west of Proc-
tor's Creek, and Williams moved back, as ordered, to the Chattahoochee, both
movements being effected without loss. The next night the Army of the
Tennessee moved south, well toward Sandtown, and the Army of the Cum-
berland to a position south of Utoy Creek, Schofield remaining in position.
Only one casualty occurred in this second stage of the army’s progress. A
third movement, on the 27th, bronght Howard's command to the West Point
Road, above Fairburn, Thomas’s army to Red Oak, Schofield at the same
time closing in on the left. The 28th was spent mn the destruction of the
West Point Road, a break being made of over 12 miles.

The railroad from Atlanta to Macon follows the ridge dividing the Flint
from the Ocmulgee River, and between East Point and Jonesborough malkes
a wide bend to the east. It was against this ridge that the Federal army
moved on the 29th—IHoward toward Jonesborough on the right; Thomas, in
the centre, toward Couch’s, on the Fayetteville Road, and Schofield on the
left. As soon as Hood learned of this movement of Sherman, which, if sue-
cessful, would compel the evacuation of Atlanta, he sent (on the 30th) Lee's
and ITardee’s corps to Jonesborough. To Hardee was given the command,
ITood remaining with Stewart’s corps in Atlanta, intending, in case of Har-
dee’s success, to attack in flank. Hood does not seem to have been aware
of the extent of the operation which Sherman was conducting, and supposed
that Hardee, at Jonesborough, would encounter a force inferior to his own.

The battle of Jonesborough was fought on the 81st of August. Sherman
was making dispositions to advance Schofield’s and Dayis’s corps to Rough
and Ready, between Atlanta and Jonesborough, when Hardee, coming out
of the latter place, attacked IToward in his intrenched position. Hardee was
well aware of the importance of this battle, and fought his troops with des-
perate obstinacy for two hours, when he withdrew from the field thoroughly
beaten, having lost 1400 killed and wounded.”

While the battle had been in progress, Stanley's and Schofield’s, and a
portion of Davis's corps, had struck the railroad at several points, and were
engaged in its destruction. A splendit opportunity was now offered for the
destruction of Hardee's command. Sherman saw this, and ordered his three
corps to turn against Jonesborough. Howard was to occupy Hardee while
Thomas and Schofield moved down upon him from the north, destroying
the railroad on their march, What was done must be done on the 1st of
September. By noon of that day Davis’s corps reached Howard’s left, and
faced southward across the railroad. Blair was then with the Seventeenth

1 Williams commanded the Twentieth Corps until Slocum should arrive from Vickshurg,
 Sherman estimates Hardee's loss as 2500, We have followed General Hood's report.
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Corps, aud Kilpatrick’s cavalry thrown across the road south of Jonesbor-
ough. About 4 P.M. Davis assaulted the enemy’s lines across the open,
sweeping all before him, and capturing the greater part of Govan's brigade,
ineluding its commander. Repeated orders were sent hurrying up Scho-
field and Stanley, but, owing to the difficult nature of the country, thesé two
corps did not arrive until night rendered farther operations impossible;
and during the night the enemy retreated southward.

During the same night, at 2 A.M. on the morning of September 2, the
sound of heavy explosions was heard from the direction of Atlanta, 20 miles
distant, indicating the evacuation of that place by General Hood.  Without
regarding these tokens, Sherman pressed on the next morning in pursuit of
Hardee, but found it impossible to intercept his retreat.  On the 2d Slocum
entered Atlanta, followed by the whole army on the Tth. In this Jast move-
ment of his army General Sherman had captured 3000 prisoners and 16
guns. His Joss had been 1500 men.

In the mean time Wheeler's raid on Sherman’s communications had been
productive of little damage. He had broken the railroad near Calhdun, but
had been checked by Colonel Laibold at Dalton until Steedman could ar-
rive from Chattanooga, when he was headed off into East Tennessce. Fi-
nally, Roussean, Steedman, and R. S. Granger, with their combined forces,
drove him out of Tennessee.

“ Atlanta is ours,” telegraphed Sherman to Washington on the 8d.of Sep-
tember, “and fairly won.” The loss of this position by the Confederates
was au irreparable misfortune. The wall which had hithertc protected the
Cotton States was now obliterated. The victory electrified the nationj it
was felt to be the consummation of the trinmphs won at Vicksburg and
Chattanooga, and its political effect in the loyal states can not be too highly
estimated. President Lincoln wrote a letter of thanks to Sherman and his
army. “The marches, battles, sieges, and other military operations that
have signalized the campaign must render it famous in the annals of war,
and have entitled those who have participated therein to the applause and
thanks of the nation.” Lieutenant General Grant, before Petersburg, on the
4th, ordered a salute to be fired in honor of the victory “ with shotted guns
from every battery bearing upon the enemy.” On the 12th, General Sher-
man received from the President a commission making him a major general
in the regular army.!

Sherman’s outlook from Atlanta was magnificent, Though he had lost
over 30,000 men in the numerous battles of the campaign, his army was as
large as when he set out four months before. The Confederate loss must
have been nearly equal to Sherman’s.* G, A. Smith’s militia had been sent
to Griffin, and Hood now confronted Sherman with an army of 40,000 men
of all arms. The next objective, if IHood attempted to cover Georgia, was
Macon—103 miles east of Atlanta. But Sherman determined to give his.
army a brief period of rest before another advance. The Army of the Cum-
berland went into camp about Atlanta, the Army of the Tennessee about
East Point, and the Army of the Ohio at Decatur.® At the latter point was
also stationed Garrard's cavalry division, while Kilpatrick’s, at Sandtown,
guarded the western flank. o strengthen the railroad in the rear, two di-
visions—Newton’s, of the Fourth, and Morgan’s, of the Fourteenth Corps—

.were dispatched to Chattanooga, and Corse’s division, of the Fifteenth Corps,
to Rome. A new and more compact system of fortifications was also con-
structed about Atlanta, which town Sherman now proposed to make exclu-
sively a military post.

o earry out this design, every thing in Atlanta, except churches and
dwelling-houses, was burned.  On the 4th of September Sherman issued an
order commanding the inhabitants of the town to leave at once. “Iam not
willing,” sail Sherman, *“to have Atlanta encumbered by the families of our
enemies; I want it a pure Gibraltar, and will have it so by the first of Octo-
ber.™  This order was a surprise to the citizens, and doubtless oceasioned
them mueh hardship. But Sherman had broken through the protecting
walls of thg Confederacy, and now resolved that the people of the Cotton
States should feel the heavy hand of war. He would not acknowledge the
ympunity of treason. The eity authorities and General Hood protested
against the order as unnecessary and cruel. But Sherman’s reply crushed
all the meaning out of their words, brought them face to face with the war
demon whom they themselves had invoked, and laughed to scorn their weak
and impudent claims® A cessation of hostilities was agreed upon between

* Lieutenant General Grant says in his official report :

* (jeneral Sherman's movement from Chattanoogn to Atlanta was prompt, skillful, and brilliant.
The history of his flank movements and battles during that memorable campaign will ever be read
with an interest unsurpassed by any thing in history.”

* Hood reports his loss in battle, since he nssumed the command on the 17th of July, as 5247,
Tt was probably, however, much higher than that, Indeed, in the four severe battles of July 20th,
22d, and*28th, and September Ist, the casualties could not have been less than 10,000. We can
place no coufidence in Hood's official estimates,

3 Several changes now took place in the army, in consequence of the expiration of the terms of
service of many of the regiments. **The Army of the Tennessee was consolidated into two corps,
the Fifteenth and Seventeenth, respectively commanded by Major General . J. Osterhaus and
Brigadier General Thomas E. G, Ransoni; the former comprising the four divisions of Brigadier
Generals Charles R. Woods, Willinm B. Ilazen, John E, Smith, and John M. Corse; the latter
these of Major General Joseph A. Mower, and Brigadier Generals Miles D). Leggett and Giles A.
Smith, with the First Alabama Cavalry and the First Missouri Engineer regiment, having in charge
a large pontoon-bridge train.  This organization was effected by transferring all the troops of the
Seventeenth Corps remaining on the Mississippi to the Sixteenth Corps, breaking np the detach-
ment of the latter corps in the field, and transferring Ransom's division, now commanded by Briga-
dier General Giles A, Smith, and Corse’s division to the Seventeenth Corps. Major Generals Lo-
gan and Blair were temporarily absent, engaged in the important political canvass then in progress.
Major General Sehofield returned to the headquarters of the Department of the Ohio, at IKinoxville,
to give his personal attention to affairs in that quarter, leaving Brigadier General Jaeob D. Cox in
command of the Twenty-third Corps. The cavalry was reorganized so as to consist of two divi-
sions, under Brigadier Geuerals Garrard and Judson Kilpatrick."—Bowman's Sherman and his
Campaigns.

¢ Dispatch to Generel Halleck, September 9, 1864,

* We quote the correspondence which followed, as given in Bowman's ¢ Sherman and his Cun-
aigns
e On the 11th of September, the town authorities addressed the fullowing petition to General
Sherman, praying the revocation of his orders:
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Sherman and Hood, to continue for ten days following the 12th of Septer.
ber. During this time 446 families were re'rnove(l soutph from Atlanta, com.
prising 1644 persons,of whom 860 were children and 79 servants. Duﬁng
! R = .

the same period arrangements were made between Hood and Sherman fo;

the mutual exchange of 2000 prisoners.

& & §rr,—The undersigned, mayor and two members of Council f'm: t‘hc city of Atlanta, for (e
time being the only legal organ c.flhf* people uf}}w said eity to express lthexr wants and wishes,
ask leave most earnestly, but respectfully, to petition you. to reconsider the order requiring then,
2 If‘.‘:h‘::.lr:n‘lre“, it struck us that the measure would involve extraordinary hunlship_ and losg;
but sinee we have seen the practical execution of it, so far as it _!"‘5 PT(‘E"_L'S*."NI- and the individug)
condition of many of the people, and heard their starements ’I“ g ']."“' nconvenienccs, loss, ang
suffering attending it, we are satisfied that it will involve, in the aggregate, consequences appall-
ing and heart-rending. ) . e havi

“ Many poor women are in an advanced state of P"EK“&“‘;‘]' (1‘ 178 oW having young cliil.
dren, and whose husbands are eithier in the army, prisoners, '(?r cad, homﬁ say, I have such 4
one sick at home; who will wait on them when I am gm_w? Others say, “What are we to do?
we have no houses to go 1o, and no means to buy, build, or to rent any—uo parents, friends,
ot relatives to go to.” Another says, I will try and take this or Illal’-':lt'l]cl'c of property, byt
such and saeh things T must leave behind, though 1 need them mu(-h‘. We reply to them,

“ General Sherman will carry your property to Rongh and Ready, and General Hood will take it
from there on.”  And they will reply to that, * But I want to leave the railway at such a poiut,
and ean not get conveyance from there on.” ) . . .

¢ (We only refer to a few fucts to try to illustrate in part how this measure will operate in
practice.  As you advanced, the peaple north of us fell back, and hc‘ﬁlrf:‘}:nur arrival here a large
portion of the people had retired South, <o that the country south of this is already crowded, and
without houses to accommodate the people, and we are informed l.h_nt many are now starving ip
churches and other out-buildings, This being so, how is it possible for the people still |iere
(mostly women and children) to find any shelter?  And how can they live throngh the winter iy
the woods—no shelter nor subsistence—in the midst of strangers who know them not, and with-
out the power to assist them, if they were willing to doso? i

% 4This is but a feeble picture of the consequences of this measure, Yon know the woe, the
horror, and the suffering can not be deseribed by words. Imagination can enly conceive of it,
and we ask you to take these things into consideration.

% We know your mind and time are constantly occupied with the duties of your command,
which almost deters us from asking your attention te this matter, but thought it might be that
you had not considered the sabject in all its awful consequences, and that, on more reflection,
yon, we hoped, would not make this people an exeeprion to.all mankind, for we know of no such
instance ever having vecurred—surely none such in the United States; and what has this helpless
people done that they should be driven from their homes, to wander as strangers, outeasts, and
exiles, and to subsist on charity ?

“ s We do not know, as vet, the number of people still here.  OF those who are here, we are
satisficd a respectable number, if allowed to remain at home, could subsist for several months
without assistance, and a respectable number for a much Jonger time, and who might not need
assistance at any time.

¢ Im conclusion, we must earnestly’ and solemnly petition you to reconsider this order, or
modity it, and suffer this unfortunate |»cuTlc to remain at home and enjoy what little means they
have. Respectfully submijted, Javes M. Carwovs, Muyor, =

‘ E. E. RawsoN, Councilnan,
L. C. WerLs, Councilman,’

o this General Sherman replied, in full and clear terms, on the following day :

¢ GratLemeN,—I have your letter of the 11th, in the nature of a petition to revoke my orders
removing all the inhabitunts from Atlanta. I have read it earefully, and give full credit to yony
statements of the distress that will be oceasioned by ir, and yet shall not revoke my order, simyly
because my orders are not designed to meet the humanities of the case, but to prepare for the fu-
ture struggles in which milliouns, yea, hundreds of millions of good people outside of Atlanta have
a deep interest.  'We must have peace, not only at Atlanta, but in all America. To sceure this,
we must stop the war thut now desolates our once happy und favored country.  To stop the war,
we tust defeat the rebel armies that are arrayed against the laws and Constitution, whicl all
must respect and obey. To defeat these armies, we must prepare the way to reach them in their
recesses, provided with the arms and instruments which enable us to accomplish our pwrpose.

»¢Now I know the vindietive nature of our enemy, and that we may have many years of mili-
tary operations from this quarter, and therefore deem it wise and prudent to prepare in 1ime, The
use of Atlanta for warlike purposes is inconsistent with its character as a home for families. There
will be no manufuctures, commeree, or agriculture here for the maintenance of families, and
sooner or later want will compel the inhabitants to go. Why not go now, when all the arrange-
ments are completed for the transfer, instead of waiting until the plunging shot of contending
armies will renew the scenes of the past month?  Of course I do not apprehend any such thing
at this moment, but you do not suppose this army will be bere till the war is over. I can not dis-
cuss this sulject with you fairly, hecause I can not impart to you what I propose to do, but T qs-
sert that my military plans make it necessary for the inhabitants to go away, and I ean only renew
my offer of services to make their exodas in any direction as easy and comfortable as possible.
You can not quality war in harsher terms than I will.

“+War is cruelty, and you can not refine it; and those who brought war on our country
deserve all the enrses and maledictions a people can pour out. I know I had no hand in making
this war, und I know I will make more sacrifices to-day than any of vou to.scenre peace. But
you can not have peace and a division of oug country.  If the United States submit to a division
now, it will not stop, hat will go on till we reap the fate of Mexico, which is eternal war. The
United States does and must assert its authority wherever it has power; if it relaxes one bit to
pressure, it is gone, and I know that such is not the national feeling,  This feeling assumes varions
shapes, but always comes buck to that of Ukion. Once admit the Union, once more acknowl-
edge the anthority of the national government, and, instead of devoting your houses, and strects,
and roads to the dread uses of war, I and this army become at once your protectors and sup-
porters, shiclding you from danger, let it come from what quarter it may. I know that a few in-
dividuals can not resist a torrent of error and passion such as has swept the South into rebellion ;
but you can point out, so that we may know those who desire a government and those who insigt
on wur and its desolation.

““You might as well appeal against the thunder-storm as against these terrible hardships of
war. They are inevitable ; and the only way the people of Atlunta can hope dnee more 10 live
in peace and quiet at home is to stop this war, which can alone be done by admirting that it began
in error and is perpetuated in pride. 'We don’t want your negroes, or your horses, or your land,
or any thing you have ; but we do want, and will have, a just obedience to the laws of the United
States,  That we will have; and if it involves the destruction of your improvements, we can not

help ir.

“ “You have heretofore read public sentiment in your newspapers, that livé by falsehood and ex-
citement, and the quicker you seek for truth in other quarters the betrer for you. I repeat, then,
that by the original compact of government, the United States had cevtain rights in Georgia which
have never been relinquished, and never will be, that the South began the war by seizing forts,
arsenals, mints, custom-houses, ete., ete, long before Mr. Lincoln was installed, and before the
South had one jot or tittle of provoeation. I myself have seen, in Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee,
and Mississippi, hundreds and thousands of women and children fleeing from your armics and
desperadoes, hungry, and with bleeding feet.  In Memphis, Vicksburg, and Mississippi, we fed thou-
sands upon thousands of the families of rebel soldiers left on our hands, and whom we could not
see starve. Now that war comes home to you, you feel very differently—you depreeate its horrors,
bur did not feel them when you sent car-loads of soldiers and ammunition, and moulded shells
and shot to carry war into Kenrucky and Tennessce, and desolate the homes of hundreds and
thousands of good people, who only asked to live in peace at their old homes, and under the gov-
ernment of their inheritance. Burt these comparisons are idle. I want peace, and [ believe it
can only be reached through Union and war, and I will ever conduct war purely with a view 10
perfect and early success.

“¢But, my dear sirs, when that peace does come you may eall upon me for any thing. Then
will I share with you the last cracker, and watch with you to shield your home and faniilies against
danger from every quarter. Now you must go, and take with you the old and feeble; feed and
nurse them, and build for them in more quiet places proper habitations to shield them against the
weather, until the mad passions of men cool down, and allow the Union and peace once more to
settle on your old homes at Atlanta.’ 2

“ As soon as his arrangements were completed, General Sherman wrote to General Hood, by &
flag of truce, notifying him of his orders, and proposing a cessation of hostilities for ten days from
the 12th of September, in the country included within a radius of two miles around Rough and
Ready Station, to enable him to complete the removal of those families electing to go to }hﬂ
south. Hood immediately replied on the 9th, acceding to the propesed truce, but protesting
against Sherman's order.  He concluded : 3

“ ¢ Permit me to say, the unprecedented measure you propose transcends in studied and ini-
quitous cruelty all acts ever hefore brought to my attention in this dark history of the war. In
the name of God and humanity, I protest, believing you are expelling from homes and firesides
wives and children of a Lrave people.” ™



