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head, the effect being to sweep all the open 
ground in our rear, which was of little benefit 
to the Confederates-a mere waste of ammu­
nition, for everything here could seek shelter. 
And just here an incident already published 
may be repeated, as it illustrates a peculiar 
feature of civil war. Colonel Long, who was 

MAP 18. 
Positions july 3d, 
3:15 to 4:30 P. M. 
Union. Confederate. 

~ -SCALE OF' ONE: MILE 

at the time on General Lee's staff, had a few 
years before served in my mounted battery 
expressly to receive a course of instruction 
in the use of field artillery. At Appomattox 
we spent several hours together, and in the 
course of conversation I told him I was not 
satisfied with the conduct of this cannonade 
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In this hand-la-hand conAict General Armi!)lead was killed and General "'ehb W~IS wounded. 

advise its immediate cessation and preparation 
for the assault which would certainly follow. 
The headquarters building, immediately be­
hind the ridge, had been abandoned, and many 
of the horses of the staff lay dead. Being told 
that the generall)ad gone to the cemetery, I 
proceeded thither. He was not there, and on 
telling General Howard my object, he con­
curred in its propriety, and I rode back along 
the ridge, ordering the fire to cease. This was 
followed by a cessation of that of the enemy, 
under the mistaken impression that he had 
silenced our guns, and almost immediately his 
infantry came out of the woods and formed for 
the assault. On my way to the Taneytown road 
to meet the fresh batteries I had ordered up, I 
met Major Bingham, of Hancock's staff, who 
informed me that General Meade's aids were 
seeking me with orders to "cease firing"; so 
I had only anticipated his wishes. The bat­
teries were found and brought up, and Fitz­
hugh's, Cowan's, and Parsons's put in n('ar 
the clump of trees. Meantime the enemy ad­
vanced, and McGilvery opened an oblique 
destructive fire, reenforced by that of Ritten­
house's six rifle-guns from Round Top, which 
were served with remarkable accuracy, enfi­
lading Pickett's lines. The Confederate ap­
proach was magnificent, and excited our 

admiration; but the story of that charge is 
so well known that I need not dwell upon 
it, further than concerns my own command. 
The steady fire from McGilvery and Ritten­
house, on their right, caused Pickett's men to 
"drift" in the opposite direction, so that the 
weight of the assault fell upon the positions 
occupied by Hazard's batteries. I had counted 
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on an artillery cro:;s-tire that would stop it be­
fore it reachecl our lines, but, except a few shots 
here and there, Hazard's batteries were silent 
until the enemy came within canister range. 
They had, unfortunately, exhausted their long­
range projectiles during tbe cannonade, under 
the orders of their corps-commander, and it 
was too late to replace them. Had my in­
structions been followed here, as they were 
by NlcGilvery, I do not believe that Pickett's 
division would have reached our line. We lost 
not only the fire of one-third of our guns, but 
the resulting cross-fire which would have 
doubled its value, The prime fault was in the 
obscurity of our army regulations as to the 
artillery, and the absence of all regula tions as 
to the proper relations of the different arms of 
service to each other. On this occasion it cost 
\IS much bloou, many lives, and for a moment 
endangered the success of the battle. Soon 
after Pickett's repulse, Wilcox'S, Wright's, and 
Pen:y's brigades were moved forward, but un­
der the fire of the batteries in Gibbon's front 
and the fire of i"'IcGilvery's and Rittenhouse's 
guns, they soon fell back. The losses in the 
batteries of the Second Corps were very heavy, 
Rorty and Cushing were killed and \V oodruff 
mortally wounded at their guns. So great 
was tbe destruction of men and horses, that 
Cushing's and Woodruff's United States and 
Brown's and Arnold's Rhode Island batteries 
were consolidated to form two serviceable ones. 

VO[" XXXI1I.-61. 

The advance of the Confederate brigades 
to cover Pickett's retreat showed that the 
enemy's line opposire Cemetery Ridge was 
occupied by infantry, our own line on the 
ridge was in more or less disorder as the'result 
of the conflict, and in no condition to acIvance 
a sufficient force for a counter assault. The 
largest bodies of organized troops available 
were on the left, and General lVleaue now 
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proceeded to Round Top and pushed out 
skirmishers to feel the enemy in its front. An 
advance to the Plum Run line of the troops 
behind it would have brought them directly 
in front of the numerous batteries which 
crowned the Emmettsburg Ridge,command­
ing that line and all the intervening ground; 
a further advance, to the attack, would have 
brought them Ullder additional heavy flank 
fires. McCandless's brigade, supported by 
Nevin's, was, however, pushed forward, un­
der cover of the woods, which protected 
them from the fire of all these batteries; it 
crossed the Wheat-field, cleared the woods, 
and had an encounter with a portion of Ben­
ning's brigade, which was retiring. Hood's 
and McLaws's divisions were falling back un­
der Longstreet's orders to their strong posi­
tion, resting on Peach Orchard and covering 
Hill's line. It needs but a moment's examina­
tion of the official map to see that our troops 
on the left were locked up. As to the center, 
Pickett's and Pettigrew's assaulting divisions 
had formed no part of A. P. Hill's line, which 
was practically intact. Theidea that there must 
have been" a gap of at least a mile" in that 
line, made by throwing forward these divis­
ions, and that a prompt advance from Ceme­
tery Ridge would have given us the line itself, 
or at least the artillery in front of it, was a de­
lusion. A prompt counter-charge after acombat 
between two small bodies of men is one thing; 
the change from the defensive to the offensive 
of an army, after an engagement at a single 
poiflt, is quite another. This was Dot a" \Vater­
100 defeat" with afresh army to follow it up, and 
to have made such a change to the offensive, Oll 
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the assumption that Lee had made no provis­
ion against a reverse, would have been rash in 
the extreme. An advance of twenty thousand 
men from Cemetery Ridge in the face of the 
hundred and forty guns then in position would 
have been stark madness; an immediate ad­
vance from any point, in force, was simply im­
practicable, and before due preparation could 
have been made for a change to the offensive, 
thefavorable moment-had any resulted from 
the repulse~ would have passed away. 

\Vhilst the main battle was raging, a sharp 
cavalry combat took place on our right be­
tween Stuart's command of four and Gregg's 
of three brigades; but Jenkins's Confederate 
brigade was soon thrown out of action from 
lack of ammunition, and two only of Gregg's 
were engaged. Stuart had been ordered to cover 

Ewell's left and 
was proceeding 
towards the Balti­
more pike, where 
he hoped to cre­
ate a diversion in 
aid of the Con­
federate infantry, 
and in case of 
Pickett's success 
to fall upon the re­
treating Federal 
troops. From near 
Cress's Ridge, 
two and a half 
miles east of Get­
tysburg, Stu art 
commanded a 
view of the roads 
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in rear of the Federal lines. 
On its northern wooded end 
he posted Griffin's battery, and 
took possession of the Rum­
mel farm buildings, a few hun­
dred yards distant. Hamp­
ton and Fitzhugh Lee were on 
his left, covered by the wood, 
Tenkins and Chambliss on 
the right, along the ridge. 
Half a mile east on a low 
parallel ridge, the southern 
part of which bending west to­
wards Cress's Ridge furnished 
excellent positions for artil­
lery, was the Federal brigade 
of McIntosh, who now sent a 
force towards RUlUmel's, from 
which a strong body of skir­
mishers was thrown to meet 
them, and the battery opened. 
McIntosh now demanded re­

enforcements, and Gregg, the 
near the Baltimore pik 
brought him Custer's briga 
and Pennington's and Ran 
dol's batteries. The artille 
soon drove the Confederat 
out ofRumme!'s, and Griffin' 
Confederate battery from i 
position. Both sides broug 
up reenforcements and 
battle swayed from side 
side of the interval. Final) 
the Federals were press 
back, amI Lee and Hampt 
emerging from the woo 
charged, sword in han 
through a destructive artllle 
fire, for lhe falling back of t 
Federals had uncovered th 
batteries. They were met 
Custer's and such other moun 
ed squadrons as could 
thrown in; a melee ensue 
in which Hampton was seo; 

Map 20.
 
Cavalry Battle
 

July 3d, 3:30 P. M.
 
;,~?:::,~}:~r ~n. C0q,fede/ate. 

SCAl..E 



THE THIRD DA Y AT GETTYSBURG. 

B:\TTLJ..1: ImTWEEN THE UNION CAVj\LRY UNDER GREGG AXD THE CONFEDERATK CAVALHY UNDER STUAf.(T. 
(BY A. I~. WAL'D, AFTEI~ HIS SKETCH ....IADE AT THe '1"11\1£.) 

verely wounded and the charge repulsed. 
Breathed's and McGregor's Confederate bat­
teries had replaced Griffin's, a sharp artillery 
duel took place, and at nightfall each side held 
substantially its original ground. Both si~es 
claim to have held the Rummel house. The 
advantage was decidedly with the Federals, 
who had foileu Stuart's plans. Thus the battle 
of Gettysburg closed as it had opened, with a 
very creditable cavalry operation. 

General Lee now abandoned the attempt 
to dislodge Meade; intrenched a line from 
Oak Hil1l to Peach Orchard; started all his 
illlpedimelita to the Potomac in advance, and 
followed with his army on the night of July 
4, via Fairfield. This compelled Meade to 
take the circuitous routes through the lower 
passes; and the strategic advantage to Lee 
and disadvantage to Meade of Gettysburg, 
were made manifest. 

General Meade has been accusecl of slol\"­
ness in the pursuit. The charge is not ,veil 
founded; he lost no time in commencing nor 
vigor in pushing it. On the morning of the 
4th he ordered French at Frederick to seize 
and hold the lower passes, and put all the cav­
airy except Gregg's and McIntosh's brigades 
In motion to harass the enemy's anticipated re­
treat, and to destroy his trains and bridges 
at Winiamsport. It stormed heavily that day, 
and the care of the wounded and burial of the 
de~d proceeded, whilst the enemy's line was 
?emg reconnoitered. So soon, on the 5th, as 
It was certain that Lee was retreating, Gregg 
was started in pursuit 011 the Chambers!Jurg 

pike, and the infantry- now reduced to a lit­
tle over forty-seven thousand effectives, short 
of ammunition and supplies- by the lower 
passes. The Sixth Corps taking the Hagers­
town road, Sedgwick reported the FairfieJd 
pass fortified, a large force present, and that 
a fight could be had; upon which, on the 6th, 
Meade halted the rest of the infantry and or­
dered two corps to his support, but soon learn­
ing that although the pass could be carried it 
would cause too much delay, he resumed the 
march, leaving McIntosh and a brigade of 
the Sixth Corps to follow the enemy through 
the Fairfield pass. On the evening of the 4th 
Kilpatrick had a sharp encounter with the 
enemy in lvIonterey pass, and this was fol­
lowed by daily cavalry combats on the differ­
ent routes, in which much damage was done 
to trains and many captures of wagons, cais­
sons, and prisoners effected. On the 5th French 
destroyed the pontoon bridge at Falling Wa­
ters. On the 6th Buford attacked at 'Williams­
port and Kilpatrick toward Hagerstown, on his 
right, !Jut as 1mboden's train guard was strong, 
Stuart was up, and Longstreet close by, they 
had to withdraw. The enemy proceeded to 
construct a new bridge, and intrench a strong 
line covering \Villiamsport and Falling "'Vaters. 
There were heavy rains on the 7th and 8th, but 
the infantry corps reached Middletown on the 
morning of the 9th, received supplies, crossed 
the mountains that day, and at its close the 
right was at Boonsboro', and the left at Rohr­
ersville, on the roads to Hagerstown and ",Vill­
iamsport. The river was now greatly swollen 
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and unfordable, and Halleck on the loth ad­
vised Meade to postpone a general battle un­
til his army was concentrated and his reen­
forcements up; but Meade, fully alive to the 
importance of striking Lee before he could 
<:1Oss the Potomac, advanced on that day and 
the IIth j and on the 12th pushed forward re­
connoissances to feel the enemy. After a par­
tial examination, made by himselfand his chiefs 
of staff and of engineers, which showed that 
its flanks could not be turned, and that the 
line, so far as seen by them, presented no 
vulnerable points, he determined to make a 
demonstration in force on the next morning, 
the 13th, supported by the whole army, and to 
attack if a prospect of success offered. On 
assembling his corps-commanders, however, 
he found their opinion so adverse that he post­
poned it for further examination, after which he 
issued the order for the next day, the 14th. On 
advancing that morning, it was found that the 
enemy had abandoned his line and crossed the 
river, partly by fording, partly by a new bridge. 

A careful survey of the enemy's intrenched 
line after it was abandoned justified the opin­
ion of the corps-commanders against an attack, 
as it showed that an assault would have been 
disastrous to us. It proved also that Meade 
in overriding that opinion did not shrink from 

a great responsibility, notwithstanding his 
own recent experience at Gettysburg, where 
all the enemy's attacks on even partially in­
trenched lines had failed. If he erred on this 
occasion it was on the side of temerity. 

But the hopes and expectations excited by 
the victory of Gettysburg were as unreasona­
ble as the fears that had preceded it; and great 
was the disappointment that followed the" es­
cape" of Lee's army. It was promptly mani­
fested, too, and in a manner which indicates 
how harshly and unjustly the Army 'of the Po­
tomac and its commanders were usually judged 
and treated; and what trial's the latter had to 
undergo whilst subjected to the meddling and 
hectoring of a distant superior, himself but too 
often the mere mouthpiece of an irresponsible 
clique and from which they were not freed until 
the general-in-chiefaccompanied it in the field. 
That same day, before it was possible that 
all the circumstances could be known, three 
telegraphic despatches passed between the 
resl)ective headquarters. 

First. Halleck to Meade; 
"I need hardly say to yOll that (he escape of Lee's 

army without another battle has created great dissat­
isfaction in the mind of the President, and it will re­
quire an active and energetic pursuit on your p~rt to 
remove the impression that it has not been suffiCiently 
active heretofore." 
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Second. :Meade to Halleck: • 

"Having performed my duty conscientiously and 
the best of my ability, the censure of the .Preside':lt 

to oveyed in your dIspatch of one P. M. tillS day) IS 
!COmy judgment so undeserved, that I feel compelJed 
10 st respectfully to ask to be immediately relieved 

Om d f h' " from the COOlman 0 t IS army. 

Tltird. Halleck to Meade: 

"July 14th my telegram stating the disappointment 
of the President at the escape of !--ee's army was ':lot 
. tended as a censure, but as a stimulus to an active 
10 rsuit. It is not deemed a sufficient cause for your 
~;plication to be relieved." . 

The losses of both armies were very large. 
The revised returns show for the Army of the 
potomac: killed, 3°63; wounded, 14,492 ; 
missinC1, 5435,- total, 22,99°; and for the 
Army °of Northern Vi~gi.llia: killed, 2592 ; 
wounded, 12,7°6 ; mlssmg, 515°,- total, 
20,448. But the returns for the latter army are 
not complete; some commands are not re­
ported, and in others the. regimental show 
larger losses than do the bngade returns from 
which the foregoing numbers are compiled. 

As to the comparative strength of the two 
armies on the field of battle, we have no 
satisfactory data. The last Confederate return 
was for May 31st, showing" Present for duty, 
under arms," 59,484, infantry. The morning 
report of the Army of the Potomac for June 
30th shows "Present 'for duty, equipped," 
77,208, infantry. Neither return is worth 
much except as a basis for guessing; the 
long marches, followed by the forced ones 
of July 1-2, of the Army of the Potomac, left 
thousands of stragglers on the roads. These 
totals are of little importance j they would have 
been of some significance had the larger army 

been defeated; but it was not. 
At the "points of contact" the 
Confederates were almost always 

the stronger. On July 1st, eighteen thousand 
Federal combatants contended against at least 
twenty-five thousand Confederates, and got the 
worst of it. On July 2d, Longstreet's fifteen 
thousand overcame Sickles's ten thousand, 
and had to halt when a larger force was op­
posed to them. Williams's Twelfth Corps re­
took its works from a larger body of Ewell's 
troops, as at the contested point they were op­
posed by an inferior number; and then held 
them, for Jolllson's superior force was as much 
hampered here by the nature of the ground as 
was Meade's on the left, the evening lJefore. 
In many respects the Confederates had the ad­
vantage: they had much better ground for 
their artillery; they were fresher; they were 
all veterans; they were better organized; they 
were commanded by officers selected for their 
experience and abilities, and in whom they 
had implicit confidence. These were enormous 
advantages, sufficient to counterbalance the 
difference of numbers; and whilst all the Con­
federate army, except here and there a brigade, 
were fought to the utmost, the strongest Fed­
eral corps (the Sixth) was hardly in action, the 
total loss of its eight brigades being but two 
hundred and forty-two kiUed, wounded, and 
missing. But the Southerners were subjected 
here to the disadvantages that the Northern­
ers had to contend with in Virginia; they 
were surrounded by enemies, not friends who 
supplied them with aid and information; 
and they were not by choice, but necessity, 
the assailants on the chosen ground of their 
opponents. 

Right gallantly did they act their part, and 
their failure carried no discredit with it. 
Their military honor was not tarnished by 
their defeat, nor their spirit lowered, but their 
respect for their opponents was restored to 
what it had been before Fredericksburg and 
Chancellorsville. 

Henry J. Hut/t. 
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