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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, June 18, 1866. 

Resolved, By the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) that there be 
printed for the use of tho niembers of the Thirty-nil!th Congress, the reports of ~Iajor 
Generals ,V. T. Sherman, George H. Thomas, John Pope, J. G. }<'ost,er, A. Pleasanton, 
and E . A. Hitchcock, made to the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the'Var, together 
with such other reports !IS may he received by the commencement of the next session of 
Congress, ihe same number, and in the same style, as were printed of the reports heretofore 
mude hy said committee. 

Attest: J. W. FORNEY, Secretary • .. 

IN TUE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 

June 20, 1866. 

Resolv~d, That the House concur in the foregoing resolution 01 the Senate in relation t<.o 
the printing of the reports of Ma.jor Generals Sherman, Thomas, Pope, Foster, Ple6Santon, 
unel Hitchcock, m!lde to the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, &c. 

Attest: E. McPHERSON, elM". 
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REPORT 
OF 

lVIAJOR GENERAL 'VILLIA~{ T. SHER.MAN 
TO THe: 

HON. UO:\BH'l'TEE ON THE CONDUCT OF THE WAIL 

COMi\IITTEE ROOM, CO~DUCT OF THE V{AR, 

TVaslrington, D. C., lYlay 22, 1865. 
GEN EllA L: The Committee on the Conduct of the War have found it im­

possible to take testimony heretofore in regard to the many imp.ortant campaigns 
in which you have been engaged since the commencement of the rebellion. 

In order to place upon record some reliable account of those campaigns, the 
committee have decided that the best way was to snbmit to you some questions 
in writing which are herewith enclosed, and request you to prepare answers to 
them, and forward the saine to the chairman at allY time prior to the next session 
of Congress, for publicatiim. 

'l'he committee desire that you will make your statement as full and detailed 
as may be necessary to a clear understanding of the subject of inCi[uiry in every 
respect, :lnd for that purpose they would like to have you submit copies of 
the encl0sed interrogatories, with such others as may suggest themselves to you, 
to those of Y0ll\" subordinates in any campaign whom you may deem best quali­
fied to furnish information; their statements to be forwarded with your own. 

I remain, yours, res pectfully, 
B. 1<'. WADE, 

Clwirman v: Committee. 
~Iajor General W . 'r. SHERMAN. 

Qill'stions. 

No. 1. Please state what positions you have held aful what commands you 
have exercised since the commencement of the rebellion, giving the periods 
during which those commands respectively have been exercised by you. 

No.2. Please state such particulars as you may deem necessary to a proper 
understanding of the ,several campaigns in which you have been engaged; set­
ting forth the orders and instructions under which those campaigns were con­
ducted, and the principal orders and instructions given by you, with such inci­
dents and circumstances as you consider will be of interest to the public; 
appending to your statement copies of your reports and those of your principal 
subordinates, and keeping the account of each campaign by itself as far as con­
venient. 
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Ansu·er.v. 

No. 1. On tho first oay of June, 1861, I was 11 citizen of St. Louis, Mis­
~ouri, residing there with my family, and engaged in business as president of 
the Fifth street railroad. On a summons from my brother, John Sherman, I 
proceeded to the city of Washington, and, on the eighteenth day of June, re­
ceived from the Secretary of War, Simon Cameron, an appointment as colonel 
of the 13th regiment United States regular infantry, reported for duty, and by 
Special Orders No. 105, of June 20, 1861, was assigned to duty at the head­
quarters of the army, Lieutenant General Scott commanding. 

On the 30th of June, was ordered to report for duty to Brigadier General Mc­
Dowell, commanding department northeast Virginia, and by Special Order No. 
16 from those lleadquarters was ordered to relieve Colonel D. Hunter in com­
mand of Fort Corcoran; relieved him same day, and proceeded to prepare the 
troops there for field service. 

On the 21st July, commanded it brigade in General Tyler's division 
at the battle of Bull Run, official report of which, dated JUly 25, 1861, is on 
file in the Adjutant General's office, Washington, D. C. 

About the middle of August, 1861, General Robert Anderson, about to be 
assigned to command the depll.rtment of the Cumberland, sent for me to meet 
him at Willard's hotel, when he notified me he had applied for myself, Brigadier 
Generals Thomas, Burnside, and Buell, to act under him in his new command. I 
tIl en expressed to him, and also to President Lincoln, that I did not wish to be 
placed in any conspicuous position, but would attempt any amount of work. 

On the 15th of August, received an appointment of brigadier general of 
United States volunteers. August 28, 1861, was relieved of command at Fort 
Corcoran by General Fitz John I~orter, pursuant to Special Order No. 11, Au­
gust 28, 1861, of )fajor General )fcClellan, and ordered to Cincinnati, Ohio, 
to report in person to Genp.ral Robert Anderson; by him was sent on a tour to 
the governors of Indiana and Illinois, and to confer with Major General Fre­
mont, at St. Louis, and summoned back to Louisville, Kentucky, in time to take 
command of a detachment of volunteers and militia sent out to Muldroagh Hill to 
check the advance of thc rebel army on Louisville; remained out in command 
of that forcc until summoncd back to Louisville to be placed in chief commaud 
of the department, by reason of Gencral Anderson's heal'th compelling him to 
return east. Earnestly remonstrated against being placcd in chief command, 
and, considering the Prcsident pledged not to put mc in auy prominent com­
mand, urged it with 'earnestnes~, and was relieved pursuant to Special Orders 
No. 305, Adjutant General's office, Washington, D. C., November 13, 1861, 
and ordered to rcport to Major General Halleck for duty in the department of 
Missouri. Reported at 81. LOllis, Novembcr 24, 1861, and by Special Order 
No.8 was assigned to special inspection duty, as therein defined ; and subsequently, 
by Special Order No. 87, of Df)cember 23, 1861, put in command of the post of 
Benton barrack!;. Remained there in command until February 17, 1862, when 
I was sent, by a telegraphic order from General Halleck, to Paducah to 
control the movement of supplies and troops for General Grant, then operating 
up thc Tennessee river. Remained there unt.il about the 9th of .March, 1862, 
when, by General Halleck's order, I made up a division of twelve (12) new 
regiments, just arrived, with which to take the field. 

March 10, 1862, moved in transports up dIe 'l'eunessee river, and reported 
for duty to Major General C. F. Smith, at Savannah, Tennessee; was sent up 
the Tennessee to break thc :Memphis and Charleston railroad at or ncar Burns­
ville, Mississippi. Failed, by reason of the high water, and, by verbal order 
of l\fajor General Smith, still in command at Savannah, Tennessp.e, landed at 
Pittsburg Landing, March 16, 1862. Marched out to Monterey, ten (10) miles, 
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a.nd, by orders, drew back and made camp at Shiloh meeting-house. Remained 
there, drilling and organizing, and, April 6 and! 7, 1862, took part ill the battle 
of Shiloh, under command of :Major General U. S. Grant, and afterward" moved 
on Oorinth, 'Mississippi, ,v,ith the grand army commanded by Major General H. 
W. Halleck, (April 29, 1862.) 

May 1, 1862, promoted to major general of United States volunteers. 
May 30, 1862, entered Oorinth, and, by order oOfajor General Halleck, moved 

my own and Major General Hurlbut's division to Chewa]Ja, Mississippi, thence 
along the l\Iemphis and Oharleston railroad, repairing it, until July 21, 1862, 
we entered Memphis, Tennessee; assumed cl)mmand and remained there until 
September 24, 1862, when, by Uajor General Grant's Ordcr No. 83, took com­
mand of the first district of' Viest Tennessee. 

November 25, 1862, pllrsuant to orders of General Grant. moved out of Mem­
phis, for Tchulahoma, to report tl) him at Holly Sprillgs, to attack and drive 
the enemy, then in force along the line of 'Tallahatchie river; December 3, 1862, 
crossed the Tallabatchie at vVyatt'5, and December 5, 1862, met General Grant 
at Oxford, Mississippi. By his order, returned to Memphis, Tennessee, Decem­
ber 12, 1862, leaving all my command but one division. Organized out of the 
.new troops there and at Helena, Arkansas, a special command, to move by 
water, and by a sudden coup de main carry Vicksburg. Embarked December 
20, 1862, and from December 25, 1862, to January 1, 1863, made repeated 
attacks on the bluffs between Vicksburg and Haines's Bluff, but failed. J anllary 
4, 1863, was relieved of' the command of the expedition by Major General John . 
A. l\lcOlcrnand, and assumed command of the 15th army corps, January 
13, 1863, then first organized out of the troops with me, in complian~e with 
General Orders, No. 210, 'VarDepartment. Had taken part underGeneralMc­
Olernand in the capture of Arkansas Post, .January 11, 1863, and returned with 
that expedition, January 22, 1863, to Young's Point, Louisiana, opposite the city 
of Vicksburg, where, soon after, General Grant assumed immediate command of 
the entire army operating against that place. 'Vas iIi command of the 15th 
army corps during all the operations against J acksoll and Vicksburg. 

Vick5burg was surrendered to General Grant July 4,1863, and the same day 
I was ordered to pU8h back Joe Johnston's rebel army, that was lIear us for 
the purpose of relieving the garrison of Vicksburg; drove him into Jackson, 
and beyond, and by General Grant's orders dropped back to the Big Black, 
and went into camp for the summer months. July 4, 1863, appointed brigadier 
general in the regular army. September 22, 1863, in camp on Big Black, 
received orders from General Grant to send one of my divisions to Memphis, 
Tennessee, thence to go east, to the assistance of General Rosecrans; next 
day received orders, in person, to go myself with the 15th corps, and such 
of the 16th corps about l\Iemphis as could be spared; left :Memphis October 
11, 1863; en 1'oute, at Iuka, :Mississippi, October 24, 1863, received orders 
assigning me the command of the department and army of the 'Tennessee; 
reached Ohattanooga November 15, 1863, in advance of my troops; conferred 
with General Grant, got his orders, and returued to Bridgeport, Alabama, to 
meet my command. November 17, conducted them as rapidly as possible to the 
points assigned me, and took part in the battle of Missionary Ridge, November 
24 and 25, 1863, and pursued the retreating enemy Lo Gieyvilfe, Georgia, and 
sent a detachment to Red Olay, Georgia, between Dalton and Oleveland, to 
break the railroad. November 28, 1863, at Greyvilk Georgia, General Grant 
cOHsented. that I might conduct my command up to the Hiawassa river for forage, 
and afterwards, December 1, he sent me orders to assume command of all troops 
moving north, and hasten to Knoxville to relieve General Burnside, then hard 
pressed by the rebel General Longstreet. Moved rapidly, and entered Knoxville 
December 6, 1863; gave General Burnside the re-enforcements he needed, and 
returned by easy marches to Ohattanooga and Bridgeport, where, on December 
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19, I put in motion my corps (the 15th) for their winter ('amps along the 
railroad from Stevenson to Decatur, Alabama, and in person proceeded to Nash­
ville, Tennessee, wbere General Grant had made his headquarters. Thence, 
with his coneent, proceeded via Cairo to Memphis and Vicksburg to inspect that 
part of my department, and to drive the enemy back and out of .Mississippi. 

l<'ebruary 4, 1864, having coHected at Vicksburg the necessary forces, marched 
·to Jackson the 6th and Meridian 14th February, de~troyed all the railroads 
thm'eabouts, and drove the enemy's infantry beyond the Tombigbee river; re­
mained at l'rferidian until February 20, and returned to Vicksburg, reaching 
there February 28; and to assist :Major General Banks in a similar move west 
of the Mississippi, I hastened to him at New Orleans for ct )l1ference. and left 
him :March 3, 1864, with the promise to put ten thousand (10,000) infantry 
for him at Alexandria, Louisiana, March 17. This was done. 

I proceeded up the river to Memphis, where I received General Grant's let­
ters of March 4, 1864, calling me to Nashville, notifying me that he had 
been nominated Lieutenant General of the armies of the United States, which 
would take him east, and that he· designed to devolve on me thE: command of 
the military division of the Mississippi. Reached Nashville March 17, 1864, 
and next day assumed command of the military division of the Mississippi, of 
which I have llad command, with changed boundaries, eyer since. 

August 12, 1864, before Atlanta, Georgia, received notice of appointment 
as major general in the regular army on that day, my present commission. 

Of all the above events the most minute official details have been given aDd are 
now on file in the Adjutant General's office, Washington, District of Columbia, 
and are too voluminous to repeat; but the campaign of Atlanta, Savannah, and 
the Carolinas having proven so conclusive, I hereto subjoin complete details, 
composed mostly of the correspondence between myself, the Secretary of War, 
General Halleck, Lieutenant General Grant, and my subordinate commanders, 
which will form ratl1er the crude material for history than history itself. 

Answer No.2. '1'0 give all the orders made and all the details of eyents 
prior to the Atlanta campaign would be more voluminous than the committee 
can possibly expect, and I venture to confine myself purely to matters illustra­
~ive of the ?ampaigns where I was in ~hief comm.and. In pursuance of ~I'~ich, 
I senr! a prmted copy of my 0)'(ler8 smce assummg command of the mIlitary 
division of the Mississippi, and the compilation of letters and instructions 
during the same period. '1'0 give matter illustrative of other times when I was 
not in chief command, woulll doubtle@s confuse rather than throw light on those 
events. 

LETTERS. 

HEADQUARTERS DEI'ART~IENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 

VickSburg, Marclt 4, 1864. 

GENERAL: By an order t.his day issued you are to command a strong weI! 
appointed detachment of the army of the 'l'ennessee sent to reinforce a move­
ment against the Rerl river line, but more e~pecil1l1y the fortified positions of 
Shreveport. 

You will embark your command as soon as p08~ible, but little encumbered 
with wagons or wheeled vehicles, but well supplied wit.h fuel, provisions and 
ammunition. Take with you the twelve (12) mOl'tal'" with their ammunition and 
all the thirty (30) pounder Parrots the ordnance officer will supply. Proceed to 
the mouth of the Red river and confer with Admiral Porter; canfer with hi:n, 
and in all the expedition rely On him implicitly, as he is the approved frien,d of 
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the army of the Tennessee, ana! has been associated with us from the beginning .. 
I have undertaken with General Banks that yuu will be at Alexandria,. 
Louisiana, on or before the 17th day of March, and you w~ll, if time allows, 
co-operate with the navy in destroying Harrisonburg, up Black river, or the 
Washita; but as I passed Red river yesterday I saw Admiral Porter, and he 
told me he had already sent an expedition to Harrisonburg, so that I suppose 
that part of the plan will be accomplished before you reach Red river, but in 
any event be careful to reach Alexandria about the 17th of March. 

General Banks will start ?y land fron: Franklin, in the Teche c?untry, eith~r 
the fifth or seventh, and wIll march na Opelousas to AlexandrIa. You wIll 
meet him there, report to him, and act under his orders. My understanding 
with him is, his forces will still move by land via Natchitoches, &c., to Shreveport, 
whilst the gunboat fleet is to ascend the river with your transports in company. 
Now Red river is very low for the season, and 1 doubt if the boats can pass 
the falls or rapids at Alexandria. What · General Banks proposes to do in that 
event I do not know, but my own judgment is that Shreveport ought not to be 
attacked until the gunboats can reach it. Not that a force marching by land • 
cannot do it alone, but it would be bad economy in war to invest the place 
with an army so far from heavy guns, mortars, ammunition and provisions, 
which can alone reach Shreveport by water. 

Still I do not know al,out General Banks's plans in that event; but whatever 
they may_be, yonr duty will be to _conform in the most hearty manner. 

:My understanding with General Banks is that he will not need the co-operation 
of your force beyond thirty days from the date you reach Red river. As soon 
as he has taken Shreveport., or as soon as he can spare you, you will return to 
Vicksburg with all despatch, gather up your detachments, wagons, tents, trans­
portation, and all property pertaining to so much of the command as belongs 
to the 16th army corps, and conduct it to Memphis, where orders will await you. 
My present belief is, your division ent!t'e will be needed round with the army 
of the Tennessee about Huntsville or Bridgeport; still I will have orders with 
General Hurlbut at Memphis for you on your return. 

I believe if wllter will enable the gunboats to cross the rapids at Alexandria, 
you will be able to make Ii. quick, strong and effective blow at our enemy on the 
west, thus widening the belt of our territory and makingthe breach between the 
confederate government and its outlying trans-Mississippi department more 
perfect. 

It is understood that General Steele makes a simultaneous move from Little 
Rock on Shreveport or Natchitoches with a force of about 10,000 men. Banks 
will have seventeen thousanC1 (17,000) and you ten thousand (10,000.) If these 
can act concentrically and simultaneously, you will make short work of it, and 
then General Banks will have enough force to llOld as much of the Red river liS 
he deems wise, leaving you to bring to General Grant's main army the seven 
thousand five hunclred (7,500) men of the 16th corps: 

Having faith in your sound judgment and experience, I confide this important 
and delicate command to you, with certainty that you will harmonize perfectly with 
Admiral Porter lind Gencral Banks, with whom you are to act, and thereby 
insure success. 

I am, with rcspect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

llIajor General, Commanding. 
Brigadier General A. J. SMI'l'Il, 

.Commanding ExpeditiQ1r, up Red ril;er, Vicksburg, lIfiss. 
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HEADQlJARTE[IS DEPARTlIIENT OF THE '1'ENNESSEE, 
Vicksbul'g, Marc1t 6, 1864.. 

SIR: By my order of to-day it is provided that your present command be 
moved by water to Cairo, thence up the Tennessee river to some convenient 
point, and thence by land to join General Dodge's command, near Athens, '1'en­
nessee. 

'1'0 enable you to fulfil these order5 you can take passage by regiments and 
detachments in steamers bound up the Mississippi and disembark at Cairo. 
There the quartermaster will be instructed to charter a sufficient numMr of boats 
to canoy your command at one trip up the 'l'ennessee river, and in selecting boats 
he will be governed by the stage of water in the Tennessee. 

If the stage of water be low you will disembark your command a~ Savannah 
and march for l'ulaski. and report in advance by courier to General Dodge; but 
should there be a good stage of water. and should Colbert shoald be passable, 
you may proceed up to Florence and disembark there; but if there be the least 
doubt 011 this subject it will be better to land at Savannah, or Waterloo, oppo­
site Eastport. Draw your supplies at Cairo, an~ so calculate the quantity that 

• your wagons will be able to haul everything belonging to you from the point 
of disembarkation to Pulaski and Athens. 

Report by telegraph and mail your progress to my headquarterd at Runts· 
ville, Alabama. 

On arrival at your destination you will assume command of your entire divi­
sion, subject to the commanc1 of General Dodge. till the corps headquarters are 
removed from Memphis to that army in the field. 

Impress on your colonels and subordinate officers the importance of preserv­
ing good discipline, cleanliness and a soldierly appearance OIl board the boats at 
Cairo, or wherever the command may be. 

Leave no men behind. but reduce your camp and garrison equipage to the 
smallest, as the weather is now moderate and winter is past. 

r am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHER].>IAN, 

Major General, Commanding. 
Brigadier General J. C. VEATCH. 

Commanding 4ilt Division. 16ilt Army Corps. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TBE '1'ENNESSEE, 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, Marc!. 7, 1864. 

DEAR 4-Di\URAL; I received last night the despatche~, and was delighted at 
the r~sult. Taking the guns at Trinity, the burning at Harrisonburg. and gen­
{ll'al driving away the force there. gives you the initiative, and if you only had 
water enough you. could alone follow it up to Shreveport. But in a day or two 
I will have with you General A. J. Smith, with ten thousancl good infantry, 
which can land and act in concert with you. . 

The lowness of water in the Mississippi and Red rivers is most extraordinary, 
and will embarrass us; but at all hazards. and at whatever cost, we should meet 
General Banks at Alexandria on the 17th instant. I will instruct my q uarter­
master to use small boats as far as possible, and suggest that you put some of 
your light iron-clads up as far as Alexandria anyhow,_and wait there for a rise. 
General Banks will move so as to turn the position at De Russey, so that a mere 
display of force on its wator front will, connected with the movement of our . 
troops on land, lelld to an evacuation of the fort, and, it may be. thesul'l'endcr of 
its armament and garrison. At all events, I think we should not let General 
Banks arrive at Alexandria without finding OUt· Red river party there. You 
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hn.ve bouliced them froIll the 'Va~hita. altd, cO!ljointl,Y4 with my infantry. which 
will join you in a day or tIVO, can al30 opelt up the Red river as far a3 Alexan­
dri11. . Beyond that point, I agree with yon, and au thorizc y,)U to u~e my name 
with General Bauks,'that a further move ought nut to be attempted above Al­
exandria, unless the Red rivp.r admits the navigation by your J'irat-claR3 iron­
c1ar1~ and large tL"[\n~port8, vi~: se\' en (7) f.~et ,,'ater on the "rap.id]';" of" 
Alexandria. 

I must hurry around to my command ill the field at Hunt;>ville, but scud A. 
J. Smith to co-operate with you in Red river aned bwe GenerallUcPherson here on 
t.he l\Tissis~ippi. With these I know you will take pleasUl'e ill conferring and 
co-operating harmoniou8ly. 

I am, with great respect, 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

l1[(ljor General, Commanding Dezwrlmcnt. 
Admiral D. D. PORTER, 

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Rcd River. 

, 
UiUDQUAIl.TERS DEPARTMENT OF THE 'I'E:liNESSEB, 

Vicksburg, 1Jlississippi, Jlt[ai·c!t 7, 1864. 
GENERAL: I think it important I should hasten somewhat to my command 

at Huntsville, Alabama; I am therefore compelled again to leave you to the ex­
CJ'cise of this most important com'lland, but assure you I do so with absolute 
confidence. You may rely on my cordial support at ail times. 
'. You know the plans alld purposes of your superiors for some months to come, 

but, to be more certain, I will repeat their leading point3. The river Mississippi 
must be held sacred, and nny attempt. of the enemy to make II lougement a.ny­
whero on its banks must be prevented by any lind all means. Also it3 peace­
ful navigation must be assured; any firing on. boats or molestation of them when 
engaged in a legitimate and licensed traffic shonl.] be punished with terrible 
severity. I believe that ollr expedition, in which we destroyed absolutely the 
Southern railroad and the Mobile and Ohio, at aull around ~:feridian, will pre­
vent the enemy approaching the river with allY infantry or heavy artillery, but 
he will, of' course, reoccupy Mississippi with his marauding cavalry, that can in 
no wise influence the course of the grand war. I would heed this cavalry but 
little; still it may unite and threaten Memphis, in which event I want you to act 
promptly, by emba.rking as heavy a force as you can spare to ascend the Ya~oo 
as fttl· as Greenwood or Sidon, and strike at Grenada. 'rhis would take Forrest 
in the roar, and compel him to fall back on Pontotoc. I cannot believe cav­
alry will ever trouble yon at or ncar Vicksburg, bllt may attempt to reach the 
river at some point above 01' below. An expedition up the Yazoo is the remedy 
fqr the river IIbove j and if we coulu garrison Harrisonburg and operate up 
vVashita and 'l'ensas, it would have a similar effect on that side; but this is 
not in our command, and \ve have not the force to spare. 

Encourage by all means the packet and through trade on the river as auxiliary 
to its defence, and also encourage trade with the interior not contraband of war. 
Snch trade will keep the people dependent on the luxuries and conveniences 
of life, and to that extent shake their love for the impoverished rebel concern. 
Let the treasury agents manage this trade, and keep your officers aloof from all 
in.erest in it. I think the attempt to cultivate plantations premature, and all 
the protection we can promise is to buy their corn, facilitate their supplies, and 
give incidental protection; we cannot try to guard their estates. 

The Rea river expedition is designed to last but thirty days. Manage your 
veterans as to furlough S0 that this detachment of yours may return before all 
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the veterans are spared ...Nearly the whole of General Hurlbut's corps will bc 
needed over on the TClIlless('c river, so that, in fact, yonI' corps will have to look 
to the whole river. 

'I'he gunboats and General Ellctt's flcct C?u do all ordinary patrolling, and 
you will only bc callcd on wllcn thc enemy attempts some more extended opcr­
ation than hc has hitherto done. Make the rcgnlar reports to my headquarters, 
and when you have no spccial illstl'llctiollS, act with thc full confidcnce of a scp­
aratc commander. I know yon want to be in thc field, and I will accomplish it 
if possible, but this command is of vital importance to our canse. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

1I1ajor General Commanding. 
lIIajor Genera.l :l\ICPHERSON, 

Commanding District of Vicksburg. 

HKADQUARTERS DEI'ARTiI'IE:"I'f OF TilE 'fENNE!>SIlIl, 

En route for lYiempltis, Marclt 8, 1864. 
GENERAL: I had thc hOllor to receive, at the hands of Gcncral Buttcrfield, 

General Grant's lcttcr of February 18. I had returncd from Meridian by the 
time I had appointed j but the condition of facts concerning the Rcd river cxpc­
dition being indcfinite, I took one of t.he marine boats, the Diana, and went down 
to New Orleans to confcr with Gcneral Ballks. En route I saw thc admiral, 
and learned he was ready, and a large and effective gunboat fleet wonld bc at 
the mouth of Rcd river for action l'farch 5. At Ncw Orleaus I reccived thc 
general's (Grant's) lctter, with enclosures, and was goycrned by it in my inter­
view with General Banks. 

General Banks is to command in pcrson, taking with him seventeen thousand 
(17,000) of his chosen troops, to move by land from the end of the Opclousas 
railroad, 1,ia Franklin, Opelousas, and Alexandria j Steele is to move from Little 
Rock on Natchitoches; and he (Banks) asked of me ten thousand (10,000) men 
in boats to ascend Red rivcr, mecting him at Alexandria the 17th of March. I 
enclose copics of Gencral Banks's lctter to me, ;md my answer, which are clear 
and specific. 

I have made up a command of ten thousanu (10,000) men-seven thousand 
fivc hundred (7,500) of Hurlbut and two thousand five hundred (2,500) of ~fc­
Pherson. General A. J. Smith goes in command of the wl1Oie, and will be at 
the mouth of Red river by the lOth, and at Alcxandria on the 17th. These ten 
thousand (10,000) men arc not to be gone ovcr thirty (30) days, at the expira- . 
tion of ",hich time General l\'IcPher"on's quota will retul'll to Vicksburg, and 
General Hurlbut's come to lfempbis, whencc, if all things remain as now, I can 
bring thcm rapidly around to Savannah, 'I'cnnessee, and so on to my right flank, 
near Hnntsville. I think this will resillt as soon as the fudoughcd men get back. 

Inasmuch as Gencral Banks goes in person, r could not with delicacy propose 
that I should command j and the scenc of operations lying wholly in his depart­
ment, I deem it wisest to send General A. J. Smith, and to return to Huntsville 
in time to put my army in the field in shape for the coming spring campaign. 

I have ordered fivc regiments, under Gencral Veatch, to join General Dodge 
at once, and I feel sure I can safely draw General A. J r Smith's division, of full 
five thousand mell, to the same point in April. 

General ~IcPher80n and Genetal Hurlbut are both instructed to furlough their 
veterAns at once, and Illany regiments are already off. I have inspected Natchez 
and Vicksburg, and feel sure they can now be held safe with comparatively 
small garrisons, lmd the river is patrolled by gunboats and the marine brigade. 
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I will inspect Memphis, a11(l in a few days will hasten to Huntsville to put 
myself in command of my troops in that quarter, and will be ready for work at 
once, as I am in no manlier fatigued. Indeed, the men I took wilh me to l\fe­
rid ian are better fitted for war now than before we started. 

I send by General Butterfield my official report, with copies of orders, letters, 
&c., giving you full information of all matters up to date. 

I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

]ltajor General Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Ckiif rif Staff of General Grant, Nashville, n'nnl'ssee. 

HBADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION aI<' THE :M:ISSls~IPpr, 
jVas!wille, February 18, 1865. 

Enclosed I send you copy of despatches between General Halleck and my­
self relative to a movement np Red river on your return from your present 
expedition. Whilst I look upon such an expedition as is proposed as of the 
greatest importance, I regret that any force has to be taken from east of the 
.Mississippi for it. Your troops will want rest for the purpose of preparing for 
a spring campaign, and all the veterans should be got off on furlough at the v)lry 
earliest moment. Thii! latter I would direct, even if you have to spare troops 
to go up Red river. 

Unless you go in command of the proposed expedition, I fear any troops you 
may send with it will be entirely lost from further service in this command. 
This, however, is not the reaeon for my suggestion that you be sent. YOUI' 
acquaintance with the country, and otherwise fitness, were the reasons. 

I can give no positive orders that you send no troops up Red river, but what 
I do want is their speedy return if they do go, anti that the minimum number 
necessary be sent. I have never heard a word from Steele since hii! department 
has been placed in the military division. Do not know what he proposes nor 
the means he has for executing. The time necessary for communicating be­
tween here and VickBburg being so great, you will have to act in t.his matter 
according to your own jlldgment, simply knowing my views. 

I send this by special messenger, who will await your return to Vicksburg, 
and who will bear allY letters you may have for me. 

U. S. GRANT, Major General. 
Major General \Y. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Commanding Expellition against Meridian. 

HBADQUARTf~RS DgPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Steamer Diana, (under way,) Marc!. 4, 1864. 

GENERAL: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 2d instant yesterday 
at New Orleans, but was unable to answer except verbally, and I now reduce 
it to writing. 

I will arrive at Vicksburg t.he 6th instant, and I expect to meet there my 
command from Ganton, out of which I will select two divisions of about ten 
thousand (10!OOO) men, embark them under a good commander, and order him­

1. '1'0 rendezvous at the mouth of Red river, and, in concert with Admiral 
Porter, (if be agree,) to strike Harrisonburg a hard blow. • 

2. '1'0 return to Red river and ascend it, aiming to reach Alexandria on the 
17th of :Uarch to report to you. 
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:I. 'l'hat this command, de~igned to operate by water, will not be encumbered 
with much land tmnsp()t'tMion-31lY two w,lgons to a regiment, but with an 
ample supply of store~, inclnding mortars and heavy rifled guns to be used 
against fortified places. 

4: That I calculate, and so have reported to General Grant, that this detach­
ment of his forces is in llO event to go beyond Shreveport, and that you spare 
them the moment you can, trying' to get them back to the :Hiss1ssippi in thirty 
days from the time they actually enter Reel river. 

The year is wearing away fast, and I would like to carry to General Grant 
at Huntsyille, Alabama, e\'ery man of his military division as early in April as 
possible, as I am sure we ought to move from the base of the Tennessee river 
to the sonth before the season is too far advanced-say April 15 next. 

I feel certain ot' your complete success, provided you npke the concentration 
in time, to assnrc which I will see in person to the embarcation and despatch 
of my quota, and I will write to Genel'lll Steele conveying to him my personal 
and professional opinion that the present opportnllFty is the most perfe~t one 
that will ever offer itself to him to clean out his enemies. 

·Wishing you all honor and success, I am, with respl~ct, yonI' friend and ser­
Yant, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

Major General N. P. BAN KS, . 
Commanding Department if tlte Gu1j; A"ew Orleans. 

HEADQUARTJ,:ns DEPARTMc!\T OF THE TBNNJ,:SSEE, 
Vicksburg, March 6, 1864. 

GJ,:t\gnAL: I am just arrived. l\fy troops are all in, and I shall embark ten 
thousand (10,000) men for Red river t.O-l11orrow and next day. 

General Banks will surely march from }~rankliIi on Opelousas, reaching AI­
exandl'ia by the 17th instant. 1\1y force will meet him there at that date. He 
expects yon to co-operate from Little Rock, and you certainly will never again 
have so good a chance to clear your front as 1l0W. Besides, your forces are 
deemed an essential part of the programme. Mine ought to hasten round to 
General Grant at once, and I only can 8pare them for thirty (30) days. I saw 
Oaptain Dunham on his way down, and read your letter to him, and must con­
fess I feel unea8}" at yonI' as~ertion that you can only move with seven thousand 
(7,000) infantry, and that you prefer to wait until after the election of the 14th. 
If we have to modify military plans for civil elections we had better go home. 

I repeat that General Banks will surely move on Shreveport via Aiexandria, 
reaching that point March 17, expecting you to co-operate from the north in 
time. 

Admiral Porter has HOW a magnificent fleet up Red river, and his gUllS were 
at work on Harrisonburg as I passed up the river. He too will meet General 
Banks at Alexandria, March 17. Colonel 'Voodroe come3 to you with de­
spatches, and I send by him my former letter and· this. • 

Nearly all our command is of re-elllisted Yeteran3, but they cheerfully defer 
t.heir furloughs to enable us to make these blows, and I feel assured yours 
wonld also. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

·Major General Commanding. 
:Major General FREDERICK STEELl>, 

. Commanding Department if Arkansas. 
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On the 10th of ~Iarch I reached Memphis. En route I lllet Captain Badeau, 
of General Grant's staff, and the following letters passed: 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 

ON UOARD STEAMER WESTMORELAND, 
Neal' IIIemphis, 11Im'clt 10, 1864. 

GENERAL: Captain Badeau found me yesterday on board this boat and de­
livered his despatches. 

I had an ticipated your orders by ordering General Veatch's divi~ion of General 
Hurlburt's corps at once to General Dodge, via the 'Tennessee river, and had sent 
General A. J. Smith up Red river; with ten thousand (10,000) men, to be ab­
sent not over thirty (30) days, when I designed General Smith's division of 
about six thousand (6,000) men also to come round. 

We must furlough near ten thousand (10,000) men, and by the time thq 
come back the Red river trip will be made, and I can safely re·enforce my army, 
near Huntsville, with fifteen thousand (1.'5,000) veterans . 

I send by General Butterfield fnll details of all past events and distributions, 
which I hope will meet your approval. 

As to the negroes, of course, on my arrival lit )Iemphis, I will cause your 
orders to be literally executed. A clamor was raised by lessees by my with­
drawal of Osband's four hunched (400) men from Skipwith's and General Haw­
kins's briO'ades, and two thousand one hundred (2,100) men from Goodricll's. I 
transferred them to Haines's Bluff, to operate up the Yazoo, and the effect was in­
stantaneous. Not a shot has been fired on the river boats since. I also de­
signed to put a similar force at Harrisonburg, Louisiana, to operate up the 
Washita, which would secure the west bank from Red river to the Arkansas 
line. 

Admiral Porter has already driven the enemy from Harrisonburg, so that 
project is immediately feasible. I assert that three thousand (3,000) men at 
Haines's Bluff, and three thousand (3,000) at Harrisonburg, woul<1 more ef­
fectually protect the plantation lessees than fifty thousand (50,000) men scat­
tered along the shores of the Mississippi. You know the geography so well 
that I need not demonstrate my assertion. 

I understand General Lorenzo 'Thomas has passed down to Vicksburg, and 
am sorry I did not see him, but as soon as I reach Memphis to-day I will send 
orders below, and SRow him how much easier it wm be to protect the Missis­
sippi by means of the Yazoo and vVashita rivers than by merely guarding the 
banks of the :Missi~sippi. . 

After awaiting to observe the effect of recent changes I will hasten round to 
Huntsville to prepare for the big fight in Georgia. Fix the time for crossing 
the Tennessee, and I will be there. 

Your friend, 
W. 	'T. SHER~IAN, 

lYla)oT General. 
Major General U. S. GRANT, 

Comd'g Division if lIte lYIississippi, Nashville, Tenn. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

Naslwille, Marclt 4, 186'1. 
You will be able better than I to judge how far the damage you have done 

the railroads about Meridian will disable the enemy from sending an army into 
Mississippi and West Tennessee, with which to operate on the river, also what ., 
forl:e will now be required to protect and guard the river. Use the negroes, or' 
negro troops more particularly, for guarding plantations, and for the defence of 
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the west bank of the river. The artillerists among them, of course, YOll will put 
in fortifications,. but most of the infantry gh-e to Hawkins, to be u~l~d on the 
west bank. Add to this element of your forces what you deem an adequate 
force for the protection of the rivel;, hom Cairo down as far as your command 
goes, and extend the command of one army corps to the whole of it. Assemble 
the balance of your forces at or near Memphis, and have them in readiness to 
join your column on this front in their spring campaign. 'Whether it will be 
better to have them march, meeting supplies sent up the 'renne~s('e to Eastport, 
or whether they should be brought round by steamers, can be determined here­
after. Add all the forees now under Dodge to the two corps or to one of the 
two corps you take into the field with you. 

Forces will be transferred from the Chattanooga and Nashville road to guard 
all the roads now protected by your troops. If they ai'e not sufficient, enough 
will be taken from elsewhere to leave all yours for the field. 

I am ordered to Washington, but as I am directed to keep lip telegraphic 
communication with this command, I shall expect, in the course of ten or twelve 
days, to return to it. 

Place the marine brigade under the command of the corps commander left on 
the Mississippi river. Give directious that it be habitually used for the protec­
tion of leased plantations, and will not pa~8 below Vicksburg, nor above Green­
viHe, except by order of the corps commander or higher authority. 

U. S. GRANT, Major General . 
.Maior General ,V. T. SHERMAN, 

v Commanding DepaTlment Tennessee. 

rPrivate. ] 

NASHVILLE, TEXNESSEI>, llIarc/. 4, 1864. 
DEAR SHERiIIAN : 'rhe bill reviving the grade of lieutenant general in the 

army has become a law, and my name has been sent to the Senate for the place. 
I now receive orders to report to Washillgton immediately, in person, which 

indicates either a confirmation or a likelihood of confirmation 
I start in the moruing to comply with the order, but I Ahall say very distinctly, 

on my arrival there, that I accept no appointment whicl}. will require me to 
make that city my leadqllarters. This, however, is not what I started out to 
write about. 

Whilst I have bern eminently successful in this war, in at least gaining the 
confidence of the pub}ic, 110 one feel s more than me how much of this success 
is ?ue to the energy: ~kill, and the harmonious putting forth of that eflel"g:>: and 
skill of those who It has been my good fortune to have occupy a subordinate 
position undcr me. 

'rhere are many officers to whom theee remarks are applicable to a greater or 
less degree proportionate to their ability as soldiers, but what I want is to ex­
press my thanks to you and McPherson, as the men to whom, above all others, 
I feel indebted for ' wflatever I have had of success. How far your advice and 
suggest.ions have been of assistance you know. How far your execution of 
whatever has been gi"cn YOll to do entitles you to the reward I am receiving 
yon cannot know as well as me. I feel all the grat.itude this letter would ex­
press, giving it th e most flattering construct.ion. 

!he wOl:d you I u~e in the plural, intendi.ng i~ for l\IcPhel:sol1 al~o; I should 
write to lum, and will some day, but startmg m the mOrl1l11g, I do not know 
that I win find time juet now. 

• ·Your ti'iend, •U. S. GRA'N'r, ~Major General. 

http:intendi.ng
http:REPORT.OF
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[PriY'lte ano confidential.] 

NEAR MEMPHIS, !.farcil 10, 1864. 

DEAR GENERAL: I have your more than kind and characteristic letter of 
the 4th. I will send a copy to GeneraJ :McPherson at once. 

You do yourself injustice, and us too much honor, in assigning to us so l:uge 
a share of the merits which have led to your high advancement. I know you 
approve the friendship I have ever professed to you, and will permit me to con­
tinue, as heretofore, to manifest it on all proper occasions. 

You are now vVashington'8 legitimate succe~sor, and occupy a position of 
almost dangerous eleYation; but if you can continue, as heretofore, to be yourself­
simple, honest, and unpretending-you will enjoy throllgh life the respect and 
love of friends, and the homage of millions of human beings, that will award 
YOll II large share in 8ecuring to them :md their dC8celldflnts a government of 
law and stability. 

I repeat, you do General McPherson Hud myself too much hO(1or. At Bel­
mont you manifested your traits; neither of us being near. At Fort Donelson 
also you 1Ilustrated your whole character; I was not near, and Geuerall\fcPher­
son in too subordinate a capacity to influenCE; you. 

Until yolt had won Donelson, I confess I was almost cowed by the terrible 
array of anarchical clements that presented themselves at every point, but that 
admitted the ray of light which I haye followed since. 

I believe you arc ag brave, pa!riotic, Rnd just as the great prototype, Wash­
ington; as unselfish, kind-hearted, and honest as a man should be; but your 
chief characteristic is the simple faith in success you have always manifested, 
which I can liken to nothing else than the faith a Christian has in a Saviour. 
This faith gave YOIl Yictory at Shiloh and Vicksburg. Also, when you have 
completed your best preparations, you go into battle without hesitation, as at 
Chattanooga-no doubts, no reserves; and I tell you it was this that made us 
act with confidence. I kuew, whereyer I was, that you thought of me ; and if 
I got in a tight place you would come if alive. 

My only point3 of doubt were in your knowledge of grand strategy and of 
books of science and history; but I confess your common sense seems to have 
supplied all tbese. 

Now as to the future. Don't stay in ·Washington. Halleck is better qualified 
than you to stand the buffets of intrigne and policy. Come west; take to your­
self the whole Mississippi valley. Let us make it dead sure. and I tell you 
the Atlantic slopes and Pacific shores will follow its destiny as slIre as the 
limbs of a tree live or die with the main trunk. We have done much, but 
still much remains. Time and time's influences arc with us. 'Ve could 
almost afford to sit still and let these influences work. Even in the seceded 
States your word now would go further than a president 's proclamation or an 
act of Congress. For God's ~ake and your country's sake come out of Wash­
ington. I foretold to General Halleck before he left Corinth the inevitable 
result, find I now exhort you to come out west. Here lies thc seat qf the coming 
emlJire, and fro~ the west, when Ollr task is done, we will make short work of 
Charleston and Richmond, alld the impoverished coast of the Atlantic. 

Your sincere fricnd . 
W. 'I'. SHERHAN. 

Gelleral GRANT. 

llEAl)I~UARTERS DEPARTME:\'T OF THE TENNESSEE, 
MC1l1pllis, Marclt 11, 1864. 

Gr,;:":ERAL: I arrived l:ere yesterday. En route I met Captain Badeau, of 
General Grant's staff, who bore me two letters, copies of which I enclose here­
with. 
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I answered both fully by General Butt.erfielJ, who left in a swift packf't lnst 
evening, and will find General Grant in Washington, or wherever he may be. 

I think General Grant is making a mistake ill taking all the negro troops and 
marine brigade to covel' plantations i 01', ill other words, that the plan of distrib· 
nting these t.roops along the west bank of the river will be less effecth'e than 
the plan I had initiated of defendillg the Yazoo ana Washita rivers, which 
would covel' the plantations fi'om the rear. But this will manifest itself in time. 

Please order General Hawkins and his brig-ade of blacks to reoccupy t.he west 
bank of the lIiississippi in snch manner as he deems best to protect the planta­
tions and replace his troops at the bluff, or leave it vacant, as you may judge 
best. 

I suppose Adjutant General 'l'homas is wit.h yon; and if' so, confer wi~h him 
and let him have the blacks. i . C., all such as arc not in actual occnpation of 
the forts at Vicksburg and Natchez. 

When tIle marine brigade retnrns from Red river, it also should receive 
orders as indicated by General Grunt. In the meanwhile such of the marine 
bouts us have not gone up Red river can covel: the plantations from Vicksburg 
up as high as Greenville. I enclose hereWith a letter for General 'fhomas, 
which yO\t can read and can~e to be delivered. 

I have l'eflected on the proposition you made me before leaving Vicks­
burg, and will adopt it subst.antially. After you have satisfied yourself that 
no force but Jackson's cavalry followed us back to this side of Pearl river, you 
IDay furlough all your veterans and dispose the remainder as garrieons for 
Vicksburg and Natchez. Place good commanders'at each place, then in person 
come to Memphis and give minute retUl'llS of each to General Hurlbut, whom 
we will leave to command the district of the :l\Iississippi, embracing that of 
Memphis and Vicksburg, then proceed to Cairo, where yon can leave some of 
your staff to receive and organize your veteran regiments as they return, when 
you may take a twenty (20) days' 1eave, getting back to Cairo in time to make 
two uivisionB of about ten thousand (10,000) men, which I will order up the 
Tennessee, and across from Savannah to Pnlaski and Huntsville. I will give 
you four No.1 divisions, and if times out here justify it, I will draw fl1rther to 
embrace Genera] A. J. Smith's division. 

I will leave Hurlbut here until you come up, and If the garrisons left at 
Vicksburg and Natchez seem small, I will instruct General Hurlbnt to stop 
General Tuttle's division at Vicksburg, and briJlg General A. J. Smith here 
when the Red river trip comes out. I senel this by a bearer of despatches, who 
will bring me your answers. I await them here. :Nlake the figures as exact as 
possible. 

I think General Hurlbut will be required, as commander on the river, to make 
his headquarters at Vieksbnrg. 1 waut your opinion Oll this. I dislike to 
break up corps, but can't help it. 

'l'ruly yoUl' friend, 
\;V. T. SHERMAN, 

1lIl(jor General Commanding Dep(t1·tlllenl. 
Major General J. B. )fCPHERSON, 

Commanding Vicksburg. 

HEADQUARTEItS DgPARTME:'ITOF THE TgNNESSEB, 

Afempltif, Marc1t 11, 1864. 
DEAR GENERAL: I have a letter from General Grant of date March 4, a 

copy of which I send by bearer of despatches to General McPherson, and 
which is subject to your perusal. I have ordered General :lIIcPherson ac­
cordingly. I wanted to see you, and am sorry 1 missed yon. I fear you think 
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I un not protect lessee3 of plant.ations. I know my actiou inland and the 
move up the Yazoo m:>re effectually covered the east. bank I)f the Mississippi 
river above Vicksburg than could havc been done by ten thou~anu trooJJ5 on 
its very bal1kl;. 

I know also a similm· dispo~ition lip the 'Yashita would in like manner coycr 
the west bank froIJ? Red river np to the Arkansa~. 181lall still advise the 
perfection of the piau. Osbaml's force at Skipwith's, and IIawkins's at Good­
rich·s, may I}{lYe protected a radius each of say ten or fifteen miles, but 110 more; 
whereas by putting Hawkins's brigade at Haines's Bluff', with t'lcilities for ope­
rating up YI1Z00, alld a ~inlilar brigade at Harriwnburg to manceune up 'Vash­
ita and 'ren as, YOIl can cover the river perfectly. 

But.I have ordered lVlcPherson to put Hawkins's brigade west of the river to 
be Ji~posed of according to your wi~hes, and he can add to HaWKins's cOlllmand 
any other black troops not actually employed iu the forts at Vicksburg anu 
Katchez. He will abo direct such of the marine brigade as are not up Hed 
river to protect the river between Vicksburg and Greenville, to protcct the 
planters and lessees, and whcn 1111 the brigade of Ellet's is back, which will be 
in a month, they also will bc devoted to the samc end. As a speculation, this 
i~ a bad onc. Every pound of cotton raised will cost the United States five 
hundred dollars, and so far as cff'ect is conccrncd, it will not have one particle 
of elfect on the main war. 

As a matter of course I dislike to see snch a mistake made at this period of 
the war, whell we should at least have learned something by experience of onr 
o wn. It would be far wiser to pension the lessees of the plantatiolls. 

In the end wc mnst defend the Mississippi from the Yazoo and 'Vashita, and 
if you agree with me, I wiII promise sevcn thousaud (7,000) mell on those 
rivers to cover and protect the plantations more perfectly than fifty thousand 
(50,000) could distributed along the banks of the ~lissi88ippi. 

Since I Rcnt up Yazoo not a shot has been fired from the east bank of the 
i\Iississippi; and now that Aclmirall)ortcr has taken Trinity and HalTi~onburg, 
the same could be done west. Transfer t.he fighting to the Yazoo and 
"\Vashita, and yon have peace on the Mississippi; but leave them uncovered, and 
twent.y gucrillas will break up any plantation you establish. Nevertheless, I 
have instructed Geneml McPherson to execnte General Grant's orders, and 
when I meet General Grant I wiII explain to him what I was abont. 

I will await the return of this courier, and should like to hear from you. 
Then I mllst hasten to Huntsville to resume command of the army in the field. 
I will kaye Hurlbut to cOlllmand on the river with three (3) full divisions and 
the local garrisons of Memphis, Vicksburg and Natchez. 

I am, &c., 
w. '.r. SHEmIAN, 

111ajur General. 
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS, 

f . Adjutant General U. S. A., Vicksburg, M'issisSl]7pi. 

HEADQVARTERS DgPART~lEXT OF THE TENNBSSEE, 
l11empltis, 1't1arclt 11, 1664. 

SIR: I venture to address YOIl on a point in which you may be di~posed to 
differ from me. 

Betore marching from Vicksburg for :Meridian, I detailed an expedition up 
the Yazoo to take advantage of the opportunity to inflict on that country a 
pnnishment merited for the connivallce of its inhabitants in the attacb on the 
steamboats navigating the UisBissippi river. 

1 ordered the commanding officer to bring to Vicksburg one thOllsand (1,000) 
2* 
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bales of cotton, to be deposited with your ~pecia1 agent at Vicksburg, coupled 
with the request that its proceeds should be applied to indemnify owners of steam­
boats in wbole or part damaged by the public enemy. 

I bad no power over such agent, and I also knew that he had no right to make 
such a distribution, and ouly used the language to assure steamboat owners ,)f 
my earnest desire to remunerate them, so far a8 it lies in my power, for damnges 
sllstained when in pursuit of a lawful commerce, and one which aids U~ mate­
rially in the exercise of the war power. 1'be one thousand bales of cotton have 
been taken and are now in the hands of your epecial agents at VickBburg, and 
I ask you to appropriate the proceeds of its sale to the purposes I haye indi­
cated. I kuow that such prompt indemnificat.ion will do good, more good 
than to throw the parties on Congress by way of petition for relief. 

I contend that as a military commander I haye a right by the laws of war, 
in no wise qua1ified by acts of Congress, to make similar acts of restitution in 
kind, but not in' money. Thus, if a g'ood, worthy Union man is robbed of 
his horse or his cotton because he is our friend, I contend I have 11 perfect 
right to take another horse or equivalent quantity of cotton from a confed crate 
or accomplice of the robber or enemy and make immediate restitution. I have 
done 80, and will continue to do so, for tltat is war. 

Again, although the orders are that, w hen practicable, we shall aid the treas­
ury agents to collect abandoned or enemy's property, when I find it resorted 
to to influence military movements, or to corrupt wagon-masters, steamboat 
agents, and even officers, I must checl~ it, for the reason that war is the main 
object of our army, and anything that tends to corrupt it does more public 
harm than is compensated by the t.hing obtained. I make these general points 
because I know some of your agents regard me as hostile to t.heir office. It is 
not so. My orders are clear a.nd speCific that officers anrl soldiers mnst leave 
all matters of trade to your agents. I dlon't want thcm to exerci~e a superyi­
sing or concurrent action. I want the army to be far above the contaminating 
influences of trade and gain. Let the merchant count his gain, but the soldier 
is lo~t if he dreams of a eent beyond his pay. 

,\Ve are getting along well and fast enough in this quarter. Peace and pros­
perity exist wherever our foothold is secure, and each point is becoming the 
centre of an extending circle. I am willing to use commerce as a means to war, 
to corrupt and demoralize an enemy, to make him dependent on us, and to loosen 
his affection for the impoverished section to which he clings with a love which 
we should emulate. But our army mnst keep hands off. No fees, 110 gain, no 
association with contaminating trade, till war is over and peace supreme. 

With great respect, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

l11aju1" General. 
Hon. S. P. CHASE, 

Secreta1'y United Slatcs Trcasury, Wasltington. 

HEADClUARTERS DEPARTlIIENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 

Memphs, MaI·elt 14, 1864. 
DEAR GENERAl.: I wrote you at length on the 11th by a special bearer of 

despatches, and now make special orders to cover the movements therein incli­
cated. It was my purpose to await here your answer, but I am summoned by 
General Grant to be in Nashville on the 17th, and it will keep me moving night 
and day. I must rely on you. You understand that we must re-enforce the 
great army at the eentre as much as possible, at tlIe.same time not risk any 
point on the Mississippi fortified amI armed with heavy gUllS. I want you to 
pu~ll matters as rapidly as po~sible, and do all yon can to put two handsome 
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divisions of your own corps at Oairo, ready to embark up the T ennessee by the 
20th or 30th of April at the very furthest. I wish it could be done quicker, 
but these thirty-days furloughs in the States of enlistment, th Ollgh politic, arc 
very ullmilitary. It deprives us of our ability to calculate as to time. But do 
the best you can. Hurlbut can do nothing until Smith returns from Red river 
and matters settle down, whcn I will order him to occupy Grenada temporarily, 
to try to get those locomoth'es that we need bere. I may also order bim with 
cavalry and infantry towards Tuscaloosa at the time we move from the Tell­
neSEeo. 

I don't kno\\< as yet the grand strategy, but un arrival at Nashville I will ~oon 
catch the points and advise you. Steal a furlough and run to Baltimore incog., 
but get back and take part in the next move. 

Write me fully and fi'eqllently of your progress. I have ordCl'ed the quarter­
master to scud ; as many boats as he can get to facilitate your movements. 
lIiules, wagons, &c., can co ne up by transient boats. 

I am truly your fi'iend, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

~~Iajo1" Veneral Cummanding. 
l\Iajor General MCPHERSr>N, 

Commanding, "c., Vicksburg, llfississippi. 

H8ADQCARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TRNi\"ESSEE, 
1I11!mpltis, Tenn, Nlarclt 14, 18G4. 

Gc;i\"ErrAL: I am somewhat suddenly called by General Grant to Nashville. 
I must leave at ouce; and after full reflection Oil the stllte of' aflttirs in the de­
part,mellt since our :\'lcridian trip, I am sure we can safely spare fifteen thousand 
(15,000) men from thc river to re·enforce the army in the field, headql1artcrs at 
lluntsville. I have, therefore, ordered General lI1cPherson to assemble two 
divisions of his corps at Oairo, Illinois, really for embarcation np the 'l'ellllessee, 
to join ~ne at HUlltsville; and, as you know, the fragment of Veatch's division is 
also ill motion for the same destilJatioll. I leaye you to command on the river, and, , ' without disturbing the corps organizations, I give you command of all illy troops 
on the river. You can make your headquarters anyw iiere you choose on the 

! 	 river, hom .Memphis to N alchez ; but it may be Memphis, for the present, is 
best, on account of its proximity to OaiTo, through which point all communic,'t­
tions mllst pass. 

I know, and you know, that the enemy cannot now maintain an army in l\Iis­
sissippi, and we also bell'eve t;lat the movement up Red river, now in progress, • will extend our empire to the w('st. 	 , 

I want you to make sure the defence of lI1emphis, Vicksburg, and Natchez 
again~t any possible contingency; to encourage and protect the navigation of 
the river; and lastly, to encourage the change in feeling towards us and our 
governmcnt by the citizens of 'tVcst Tennessee and Mississippi. I do not mean 
by political combination and conciliation, but by tbe exercise of that power, 
strength, and confidence that indicates a permanent change in the affairs in this 
regioll. 

.> 
Truly yours, 

W. T. SHERM A.N, 
1I1ajor General Commanding. 

Major General HURLBUT, Mempltis. 

I reached Nashville 1\larch 17, aua found Geuera.! Grant there busy in dos­
ing up his business preparatory to going to vVashington. .I accompanied him 
as far as Oincinnati, on the 19th, in order to confer with him fully on mauy 
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points he had not had time to write of. We parted at Cincinnati on the 22d, 
he for 'Washington and I for Nashville, where, on the 25th, I began a rapid 
inspect.ion of our lines, beginning with Decatur, Alabama, and extending up to 
Knoxville, 'l'cnnessee. General McPherson had. Ten,ched Huntsville, and had 
assumed command of the army of the Tennessee-right wing. Major General 
George H. Thomas was at Chnttanooga, in command of t.he nrmy of the Cum­
berland-centre; and General J , 111. Schofield was at Knoxville, ill command 
of the army ()f the Ohio--Ieft wing. Returned to Nashville April 2, and the 
following letters passed: 

[Original by mail; copy by tclpgrapb, in cipher.] 

IIEAUQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI"SISSIPrr, 
Na~hville, Tenn., April 2, 1864. 

Lieutenant General U. S. GRANT, TVasltington, D. C.: 
After a full consultation with all my army comm,mders, I have settled down 

to the followillg conclu~ ions, to which I would like to have the President's con­
sent before I make orders: 

1st. Army of the Ohio, three divi~ions of infantry, to be styled the 23d ~orps. 
Major General Schofield in command. and one division of cavalry, ~L~or General 
Stoneman, to push Longstreet's forces weI! out of the valley; then flll! back, 
breaking railroad, to Knoxville; to hold Knoxville and LoudoJl, and be ready 
by May 1, with twelve thousand (12,000) men, to act as the left of, the grand 
armv. 

2~1. General Thomas to organize his army into three corps; the 11th and 
12th to be united under Generaillooker, to be composed of four divisions. 
The corps to take a new title, viz: one of the series now vacant. General 
Slocum to be transferred cast, or assigned to some local commnnd on the Mis­
sissippi. 'l'he 4th corps, Granger, to remain unchanged, su,veto place General 
Howard in command. 'l'he 14th clrps to remain the SRme. 'l'holUas to guard 
the lines of communication, and have, by JUay 1, a command of 45,000 men 
for nctive service, to constitnte the centre. 

3d. General McPherson to draw from the Mississippi the divi~ions of Crocker 
and Leggett, now en 1'o11,Ie, mostly of veterans on furlough, and of A. J. Smith, 
nolV up Red river, but due on the 10th inst'\llt out of that expedition, and to 
organize a force of thirty thousand (30,000) men to operate from Larkii18ville 
or Guntersville as the right of the grand army; hi~ corps to be commanded oy 
Logan, Frank Blair, and Dodge. • 

I propose to put Newton, when he comes, at Vicksburg. 
",Vith these changes, this army will be a unit in all respects, and I can sug­

gest no better. 
I ask the President's consent, and ask what title I shall gh·e the new corps 

of Hooker, in place of the 11th and 12th corps, consolidated. The lowest 
number of the army corps now vacant will be most appropriate. 

will have the cavalry of the department of the Ohio reorganize under Stone­
man, at or near Camp Nelson, and the cavalry of Thomas, at least one good 
division, nnder Garrard, at Columbia. 

w. 'l'. SHERMAN, 
:Major General. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS lIIILiTARY ,DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

Naslwille, April 2, 1864. 
Major General SCHOFIELD, Knoxville: 

Am back at Nashville. 'l'e1egraph me daily any matters of interest. I ]lave 
asked the President the necessary authority to allnonnce you as tliC commander 

I 
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of the 23d corps. As soon as yon c,m spare Stoneman, order hirp to go to 
Kentucky ana assemblc all the cavalry, mounted and di8mounted, of your de­
partment at or near Lexington, and to put it in fine order, drawing supplies 
frol11 Cincinnati and the country. Hoyey marches to-morrow, and will report 
to YOIl his -progress. As soon as you can spare Thomas's troop8, lct them go 
below the lliwassee, and keep yours above. 

w. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

, 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQlJAHTEHS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE l\fISSI8SIPPI, 

lIIajor General THO~JAS, Chattanooga: 
Naskville, April 2, 1864. 

Am at Nashville. Have telegraphed to IVashington for authorit.y to make 
the changes we agrccd ou. To-night the railroad 8uperilltendent, (Anderson,) 
Colonel Donaluson, and I, will meet an~ arrange about the railroad manage­
ment. I will al;;:o compcl t.he b('ef contractor to drive cattle. Unless we de­
vote the railroad solely and exclusively to the use of dead freight, we cannot 
accumulate tliC surplus req ui)"(~d for our plans. IV; ~ch Joe Johnston close. 
Yom weak point is Cleveland. As soon as Schofield can ascertain, certain, 
that Longstreet is no longer in force in East 'l'ennessee, he will let your troops 
come below the Hiwassee. I wili make the urder the moment I hear from 
IYash ington. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
]1(1jor General. 

, 
f' 

I Cipher telegram. J 
HEADQVARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI8SISSIPPI, 

Haslwille, Tenn., April 2, 1864. 
General l\'[cPIH:nSON, lIunt.n:ille: 

Am back to Nashville. Telcgraph me daily anything of interest. I will 
give my peri'onal attention to the question of accumulation of supplie8. lIave 
you made up your mind wllich is your best pOint-Huntsville or Decatur? I 
want to Rend Corse down the :Mississippi to givc life to Hurlbut's movements , 
againf't Forrest. I waut the regulars here as headquarters guard. I will us· 
sign Newton to you, with a view to his assignment to Vicksburg. I would not 
give orders about Forrest, who is in your department, only the matter involves 
Kentucky also. As soon as he is disposed of, I will leave all matters in your 
departrn(~lIt to you. Veatch is posted ncar Purdy to cut off escape by the head 
of Hatehee. lturlbut, with infantry and cavalry, will move towards Bolivar 
with a view to <:atch Forreft in ilallk as he attempts escape. Dr:tymlll1 will stop 
It few vet eran -rgiments retnrning. and will use them out as far as Union City. 
If you will control the movements I will desist. 

W. T. SHER:lLAN, 
Maj01' General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'fHE MISSISSIPPI, 

ADJUTANT GEXEHAL, f!Vasltington, D. C.: 
Nashville, April 2, 1864. 

Inform the commander-in-chief that Schofield's· infantry occupies Dnll's Gap, 
aud hit> cavalry is scouting beyond. 'rhe enemy is all beyond J one8boro' and 
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probably beyond the 1Vautauga, having burnt both railroad and otllCr road 
bridges, and carried off telegraph wire, but othcrwise havc not destroycd tho 
railroad. I will not advance the infantry bcyond Hull's Gap, as our line is now. 
pretty long and weak. 

General Schofield thinks Longstreet is gone to Virginia, leaving about thrcc 
thousand five hundred cavalry to protect thc salt worb. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION 01' THg MISSIS~IPPI, 
Nashville, April 3, 186 4. 

Colonel S. G. HICKS, Paducah: 
Your clefencc of Paducah was cxactly-right. Keep cool and give the enemy 

a second cdit.ion if he comes again. I want Forrest to stay just whcrc he is, 
and the longcr the b p. tter. Don't credit any of the foolish and exaggerated re­
ports that are put afloat by design. I know what Forrest llas, and will attend 
to him in time. Whenever you get a hance, strikc any small detachments. 

W. T. SHERi\[AN, 
Major General. 

, [General Memoranda.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITAltY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

Naskville, April 3, 1864. 

1. Thc posts of Columbus, Cairo, and Padu~ah to bc held in force, and 'mere 
excnrsions scnt out to occupy thc attention of Forrest . 

2. General Veatch to occupy (L point ncar Purdy and to strike Forrest in 
flank as he attempts to pa8s out. 

3. General Hurlbut to operatc from Mempbid with his infantry and cavalry, 
guardillg the passcd of Big Hatchie and communicating with General Veatch. 

4. General A..J. Smith to return from Red river, pause at Vicksburg to re­
plenish sllpplic1', and to push up Yazoo to Greenwood and Sidon, uisembark, 
march rapidly on Grenada, and operate in Forrest's rear. 

If Forrest is cscaped, broken up or cnptured, all the t.roops to resume the 
statu quo, and Gelleral Smith to conduct his force by steady mardlCs across to 
the Tombigbec and up to Decatur, Alabama, whence General Dodge ·willmoye 
ont to meet him. General Smith to scnd word r(Julld by Cairo, giving his route 
of march and indicating the probable time of his arrival. 'l'Lis column to move 
l!ght as to wagons and artillery, uepcncling for forage, corn, meal anel meat on 
the country, reckoning for supplies only at Vicksburg and Dccatur; General 
Smith taking with him the two tri ed generals, Corse and Mower. If General 
Smith calls for cavalry, General Hurlbut will selld as much as he can spare 
frol11 lIfemphis, to meet him at somc point of the 'l'allahatchic, and General 
Smith mn,y call on the commanding general at Vicksburg for cnough cavalry 
to serve as advance guard. 

5. General Corsc may order in my name any subordinate details to carry 
oU~ these plans and the instruct-iolls of the commanding general. 

Copies of this to be sent to Generals McPherson, Veatch, Bmymnn, Hnrl­
but and M:cArthnr, and to the commanding officers at Paducah and Columbus, 
with express orders of secrecy. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lYlajol" General Commanding. 
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[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:'i OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nas/wille, April 4, 1864. 

Major GIll1ernl MCPHERSON, Runtsvil7e: 
1 will order the balance of Garrard's division of cavalry to rendezvous at 

Columbia. I wish you would keep Bcouts and mounted detachments well ont 
to the Tennessee river, towards the mouth of Duck river. I don't care if For· 
rest docs cross to thi~ side, only we should have timely notice. I have sell t 
down General Oorsc to. communicate with Paducah, Oairo, Memphis and Vicks­
burg, and then to go oil to Red rivcr and bring A. J. Smith's command, by :t 

route that will be indicated to you by a confIdential mesRenger. This ,,~ill divert 
from Vicksburg a part of your comman(l which you may have designe·d to form 
a part of McArthur's command. If this be so, please arrange M cArt-hur's di vision, 
80 tbat the men 1l0W up Rcdriver will belong to Orocker und Leggett. OUA dh,i­
sion of the 16th and one of the 17th corps,· with the black troops, must 
suffice to protect Memphis lind Vicksburg, and the gunboats must keep 
the river clear. Forrest is supposed to be at Jackson, 'l'ennessee, but I think 
he will try to get south as soon as possible. 

W. T. SHER~IAN, 
~Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE .MISSI!>SIPPI, 
Naslwille, 'Tennessee, April 4, 1864. 

General BVRllRIDGE, LouislJille : 
I do not believe the enemy wilt move far into Kentucky, through Pound Gap, 

unless as a cavalry raid. You should concentratp. all your troops at Lexington, 
with cavalry well out to give notice. Grant designs a move in southwest Vir­
ginia which will check any such move, and by way of East 'l'ennessee we can 
get to the rear of Pound Gap. Longstreet is reported as going back to Virginia, 
and would naturally send 11 small forcc t.hrough the gap to covel' the lUovement. 
}'orrest is now reported at Jackson, 'l'cllnessee. I have an infimtry force at 
Purely, and if Hnrlbut acts with energy, Forrest will have trouble in getting out. 
You may send that Ohio regimcnt of cavalry to re-cnforce General Sturgis. As 
soon as certain things are done in East Tennessee, General Stoneman will 
come to Kentucky. In the mean time you mUtit collect all yourdetachment~ at 
some point near Lexington. In case of any formidable invasion of cast Ken­
tncky, we can call down from Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois a large force of flll"­
loughed veterans, who could reach the threatened point.s sooner than troops could 
comc from the front, where they a.re needed. 

W. T.SHERaIAN, 
~fI!lajo,. General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF ~"E UISSISSIPPI, 
Naskville, Tennessee, April 4, 1865. 

GENERAL: Since my return to Nashville I have made the complete circuit, 
~oing; with )IcPherson to Decatur, Larkin's Ferry, Ohattanooga, and Knoxville 
'l'hi~ enabled me to tiec all my corps and division commanders, and to learn the 
actnal state of affairs. I have made few or no changes, but have sliggest'Jd 
some by telegraph, a copy of which I cnclose, as it is yet unanswered. I am 
sending all of Hovey's infantry to Schofield, to enable him to return to Thomas 
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Granger's troops that nrc properly his. I am assembling Glll'rard's division 
of cavalry on the right flank neal' Columbia, and will give Stoneman all the 
cavalry of Schofield's department, to organize in Kentucky, say near Lexi IIgton 
to move to the front when there is grass, nnd when I have forage enough at 
the front. At present the railroads Bupply bountifully the troops there, but 
make no surplus. I am making troops march, catt.le do the same, and am 
cntting down sutlers, and private business. so as t.o gain cars fOT surplns stores 
and forage. I am endr!'dvoring to persuade the railroad superintendent to run 
the cms in a circuit, so as to work a~ an endless chain, but the habit of running 
by a time-t.able is so st.rong that I find him disinclined. If' I could see 
McCallum I could convince him that his present stock could do double the 
present work by making the round circuit by StevenEon and Decatllr, all the 
cars running one way loaded, and bringing ill the empty cars. I want to have 
OIl the line of the 'I'ennessee by .May 1 enough stores to enable me to move 
on. if General Grant so orders it. 

'1'0 do this I calculate that Schofield should haye twelve thousand (12,000) 
men; Thomas, forty-five thousand (45,000;) and McPherson, thirty thousand 
(:30,000,) besides the railroad guards and depot gnJTisons. I propoEe that 
Schofield should be prepared to mOVI! from Cleveland, 'J'IJOmas from Chat­
tanooga, and McPherson from Gunter's Landing, on the Home rond; all my 
plans are subordinate to these general ideas. 

Forrest got a seyere rebuff by Hicks at Paducah, and still lingers Bomewhcro 
between the 'rennessee and Mississippi, and above the Hatchee. I )\"ant to 
keep him there awhile, when I hope to give him a complete thrashing. I order 
I'aducah, Cairo. and Columbus to be held secui'e; have placed Veatch, with five 
regiments of infantry, at Purdy. and ordered Hurlbut, with all of Grierson's cav­
alry, and two thousand four hunclred (2.400) infantry, to watch the line of the 
Hatchee, and to catch Forrest in flank as he attempts to pass out. 

Last night I sent General Corse down the river in a steamboat, to touch at 
Paducah, Cairo, ann. Columbus, with orders and verbal explanations to all the~e 

. commanders. He is then to push on to IHemphis, explain the same to Hurlbut. 
and then hurry up the Red river to General A. J. Smith, ancl bring him with 
all despatch to Vicksburg, and up the Yazoo, and rapidly occnpy Grenada. 
His appearance there with ten thousand (10.000) men, now hardencd by our 
march to I1IeriJian, and recent marching up the Hed river, will lle a big llomb­
shell in Forrest's camp, should he, as I lear he will, elude llurlbut. At Grenada 
Smith wiII do all t.he mischief he can. anu then strike boldly across the cOlln­
try by Aberdeen, to Husselville and Decatur, there making his junction with 
:l\IcPherson. This with Crocker and Leggett's divisions, to rendezvOlls at Cairo 
after their furloughs, will make a large decrease of our nlissiEsippi river forces. 
but I order·nlcPherson to keep olle white division at Vicksburg. and another at 
nlemphis, which, with the black troops. the marine brigade, and the g'unboats, 
should suffice to protect the river commerce; especially since we have so ruined 
Meridian that the cnemy cannot supply an army near the river with either 
ammunition or provisions. 

It is all nonsense about their repairing the break at :Meridian. It is a simple 
impossibility. I would like to have General Graut's opinion as to this move of 
Smith's across from Grenada. I deem it safe, and its effects will in a measure 
compensate for the "ill effects of Forrest's recent raid. 'With ten thousand 
(10,000) men, and two such dashing officers as Corse and Mower, A. J. Smith 
can whip all the cavalry and infantry (if any) in north ~l ississippi. 

General Banks positively agreed with me that our troops should form a jUllc­
tion at Alexandria all the 17th of' March. Min~ were ther13 on ti~, capturing 
Fort Dc RlIs~ey ell route, amI since it is reportea th<'y are up at Natchit.oches, 
which is all right; but it seems Banks did not leave New Orleans till Mareh 
22. 'This is not right.. 'I'his failure in time ill conjoint operatiolls is wrong, 
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because it elldangers the troops that punctually obey orders. I suppose that 
Steele is moyillg on Shreveport with seven thousand (7,000,) alld Banks with 
seventeell thousand (17,000.) These are enough to co-operate with the gun­
boats, and therefore I rightfully claim my ten thousand (10,(100) with General 
A. ,.J. Smith lit the time agreed on, yiz: thirty days after the time they entered 
Red J ivcr, which expires April 10, at which time General Cori'e shouid find 
them at Alexandria, and conduct them to their new fielel of operatiolls. I will 
move heaven and earth to have my command ready for war as early in :\'lay as 
the furloughed men return, and this YOll can better expedite from "Yashington 
tllllll I can from here. I will not bother the general at all, but will keep him 
well ac1vised of all relll movements. He must not he disturbed by the foolish 
rumors that will get into the newspapers, spite of all precautioll;;. 

Write me answers to my inquiries as early as postiible, even if they havo 
been answered by telegraph. 

I have the honor to be, &e., 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

jV[ajor Genc1'al Commanding. 
llriglldier General J. A. HA WLIXS, 

Clliif if General Grant's Staff, lVaskington, D. C. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:V OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville, 'Tennessee, April 4, 1865. 

General SCHOFIELD, Knoxville: 
Your despatch received. I don't want your infillltry to go beyond Lick 

creek. Our line is already too much drawn out, but with cavalry you can 
demonst.rate as far as you please. If you Cfln force the enemy to des troy \Yau­
tauga bridge, it will be a good thing. Don't dest.roy the railroad till I give 
you lJotiee. I will arrange 1.0 g'ive YOll plenty of time. Let Thomas htl ve his 
troops as soon as you can safely do so, as I regard Cleveland as our weak 
point.t Hovey is marching to you with five tllOllsand (;5.000) infant.ry, al1l1 I will put 
five (5) new regiments of cavalry at Lexington for ::-;toneman as soon as po:;­
sible. 

W. '1'. SHERilIAN, 
~JYIajor General. 

[Confidential. ] 

HBADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVI~ION OF TilE l'fISSJ;':SIPPJ, 
Nashville, 'l'ertnessee, April 5, 1865. 

DEAR COLONEL: Your letter of March 26 came to me 011 the 2d in8tant, 
and the mail brought me the map yesttrday. The parcel had evidently been 
Ol)ened, Ilnd the postmaster had marked some additional postngc on it. I will 
cause inquiries to be made lest the mllp has been ~een by some eye intelligent 
enough to read the meaning of the blue and red lines. We cannot be too care­
ful in these matt.erp, 

Thilt map, to me, contains more information and ideas than a volume of printed 
matter. Keep yonI' retained copies with infinite caTe, and if you have occasion 
to send out to other commander;; any mOl'e, I would ;lchise a special courier. 
}'rom that map I see all, and glad am I that there are minds now at 'Washing­
ton able to devise j and for my part, if we can keep our eounsds, I bdievc I 

http:infant.ry
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have the men and ability to march square up to the position assigned me, and to 

hold it. Of course, it will coet us many a hard day, but I believe in fighting in 

a double sense-first to gain physica1results, and llext to inspire respect on which 

to build up our nation's power. 


Of course General Grant will not have time to give me the details of move­

ment east, and the times. Concurrent action is the thing. It would be wise 

if the general, through you or some educated officer, should give me timely 

notice of all contemplated movements, with all details that can be foreseen. I 

now know the rewlts aimed at; I know my base, and have a pretty good idea of 

my lines of operation. No time shall be lost in putting my forees in r•.obile 

condition, so that aU I ask is notice of time, that all over the grand theatre of 

war there shall be simultaneous action. We saw the beauty of time in the 

battle of Chattanooga, and there is no reason why the same harmony of action 

should not pervade a continent. 


I am well pleased with Captain Poe, and would not object to have half a 

dozen thoroughly educated young engineer officers. 


I am, with respect, your friend, 

.W. T. SHEIUfAN, 


Major General Commanding. 
Colonel C. B. COMSTOCK, 


General Grant's Staff, Washington, D. C. 


[Private and r.onfidentiat] 

HEADQUARTERS AUMIES OF THE UNITED STAT8S, 

Washington, D. C., April 4, 1864. 
GI,NERAL: It is my design, if the enemy keep quiet and allow me to take 

the initiative in the spring campaign, to work all part~ of tbe army together, and 
somewhat towards a common centre. For your information I now write you 
my programme as at present determined upon. 

I have sent orders to Banks by private messenger to finish up his present ex­
pedition against Shreveport wit.h all despatch; to turn over the defence of 
the Red river to General Steele and the unvy, and return your troops to you, 
and his own to New Orleans; to abandon all of Texas except the Rio Grande, 
and to hold that with not to exceed four thousand men; to reduce the nnmber 
of troops on the Mississippi to the lowest number necessary to holrl it, and to 
collect from his command not less than twenty·five thousand (25,000) men. '1'0 
~his I will add five thousand (5,000) from l\ris~onri. ·With this force he is to f 

commence operations against Mobile as 800n as he can. It will be impossible 
for him to commence too early . 

. Gilmore joins BULler with ten thousand (10,000) men, and the' two operate 
against Richmond from the south side of James river. This will give Butler 
thirty-three thousand (33,000) men to opeJ:ilte with; \V. F. Smith commanding 
the right wing of his forces, and Gilmore the left wing. I will stay with the 
army of the Potomac, increased by Burnside'S corps of not less than twenty.five 
thou~and (25,000) effective men, and operate directly against Lee's army wher­
ever it may be found. 

Sigel collect.s all his availahle force in two columns-one, uncler Oi'd and Av­
erill, to start from Beverly, Virginia, ; and the other. under Crook, to start from 
Charleston on the Kanawha, to move against the Virginia and Tennessee rail­
road. Crook will have all cavalry, and will endeavor to get in about Saltvj.l\e 
and move east from there to join Ora. His force will be all cavalry, whil e Ord 
will have from ten to twelve thousand men of all arms. 

You I propose to move against J obnston's army, to break it up and to get 
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into the interior of the enemy's conntry as far as you can, inflicting all the dam- · 
agc yon can against their war resources. 

I do not propose to lay down for you a plan of campaign, but simply to lay 
down the work it is desirable to have done, and leave you ii'ee to execute ill your. 
own way. Submit to me, however, as early as you can, your plan of opetations 

As stated, Danks is ordered to commpnce operations as soon· as he can. Gil­
more is ordered to report at :Fortress :Monroe by the 18th instant, or as soon 
thcreafter as practicable. Sigel is conccntrating now. None will move from 
their placts of rendezvous until I direct, except Banks. I want to be ready to 
move by the 25th instant if possible. liut aU I can now direct is that you get 
]'eady as soon as possible. I know YOIl will have difficulties to encounter get­
ting through the mountains to where 8upplies arc abundant, but I belie\'e you 
will accomplish it. 

I<~rom the expedition from the department of VVcst Virginia I do not calcu­
late on yery .great results; but it is the ouly way I can take troops from there. 
,"lith the long line of railroad Sigel ha:l to protect he can spare no troop8, ex­
cept to move directly to his front. III this way he must. get through to inflict 
great uamage on the enemy, or the enemy must detach from one of his armies 
a large force to' preyeut it. In other words, if Sigel can't skin himself, he can 
hold a leg whilst some one el:le skins. 

I am, general, ve!'y respectfully,. your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 

Lleutcnant General. 
Major General W. T. SHERMA~, 

Commancling :Military Division 0/ tlte Missusippi. 

[Private and confidential.] 

HEADQUARTERS MiLITARY DIVISION OF THE l\:[ISSISSIPPI, 
Nasln-ille, .Tenncssee,l4!p7'il 10, 1864. 

DEA R GENEIIAL: Your two letters of April 4 arc now before me, and afford 
me infinite satisfaction. That we are now all to act on a common plan, converg­
ing on a common centre, looks like enlightened war. 

Like yourself you take the biggest load, aud from me you shall have thorough 
and hearty co·operation . . I will not let side issues draw me oft' from your main 
plans in which I am to klIock J oe Johnston, and do as much damage to the 
resources of the euemy as possible. I have heretofore written to General 
Rawlins andColoncl Comstock, of your staff, somewhat of the method in which 

, I propose to act. I h:we seen all my army, corps, <lnd: division commanders, 
and have Rignified only to the former, viz ., Schofield, Thomas, and McP herson, 
our general plans, which I inferred from the purport of Ollr cOllversations here 
and at Cinci,mati. 

First. I am pushing stores to the front with all possible despatcb, and I\ffi 
completing the org:mization according to the orders from "Washington, which 
are ample and perfectly satisfactory. 

It will take us all of April to get in our furloughed veterans, tl) bring up 
A. J. Smith's command, and to coll<:ct provision, and cattle to the line of the 
Tennessee. E ach of these armies will guard by detachments of its own their 
real' communications. 

At the signal to be giyen by yon, Schofield will leave a select garrison at 
Knoxville and Loudon, alld with twelve thousand (12,000) men drop down to 
Hiwassee and march on Johnston's right by the old I<~ederalroad. Stoneman, 
now in Kentucky organizing the cavalry forces of the army oftlIe Ohio, will operate 
with Schofield ou his left front-it may be, pushing a select body of abont two 
thousand (2,000) cavalry by Duclttown 01' Elijay and toward Athens, Georgia. 
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Thomas will aim to have forty-five thousand (45,000) men of all arms alld 
move straight on .Johnston, wherever he may be. fighting him cantionsly, persis­
tently. and to the best advantage. He will ha\'e two divisions of cavalry to 
take advRutage of any offering. 

McPherson will have nine (\iyisions of the army of the Tennessee, if A. J_ 
Smithg'tt~ ill, in which case he will have full thirty thousaml (30,000) of the 
best men in America. lIe will cro~s the Tenncs~ee at Decatur aud vVhitcs­
burg, march toward Itomc and feci for Thomas If Johnston falls behinil the 
Coosa, then lIIcPherson will pU8h for Rome; and if J obnston t.hen f,lll behind 
the ChattallOochee, as I believe he will, then McPherson will cross andjoiu with 
'l'homas. l\IcPherson has no cavalry, but I have taken one of Thomas' divi­
sions. viz., Garrard's, G,OOO strong. which I now have at Columbia, mounting, 
equipping and preparing. I design thi:; division to operate olll\IePhcrsoll';; right, 
real' or front, accorrlhlg as tl.le enemy appears. But the moment I dt~tect 
J ohn8ton falling behind the Chattahoochee, I propose to cast off the effective 
part of this cavalry division, after crossing the Coosa, straight for Opelika, 
'Vest Point, Columbus, or Wetumpka, to break up the road . between :Mont­
gomery and Georgia. If Garrard can do this work good, he can return to the 
Union 'anny; but should a superior force interpose. then he wiII seck safety at 
Pensacola and join Banks, or. after rest, act against any force that IlC can find 
cast of Mobile, till such time as he can reach me. 

Should ,Johnston fall behind Chattahoochee, I would feign to the right, but 
pas8 to the left and act on Atlanta or on its eastern communications. according 
to developed facts. 

Th :s is about as far ahead}ls I feci disposed to look, but I would ever bear 
in mind that Johnston is at all times to be ke pt so busy that he c~not in any 
event send any part of his command IIgainst you or B,wks. 

If Ballks can at the same time carry Mobile and open up the Alabama river, he 
will ill a lI1eaSUI'e solve the mo~t difficult part of my prOLJlem-p1'ovisions_ 
But in t.hat I mu. venture, Georgia has a million of inhabitants_ If they clln 
live, \\'e ~hould not stHrve. If the enemy interrupt my commuuications I will be 
Itbsolvcu from all obligations to suhsist on our own resources, but will feel 
perfectly justified in taking whatever and whenevcr I can find. 

I will illspire my command, if successful with my feeling that beef lind 
f'alt arc all that is absolutely necessary to life, and parched corn fed General 
Jackson's army once on that very ground. 

As cv~r, your friend and servant, 
W. T. SllERMAN, 

Major General. 
Liellten::mt General U. S. GIlANT, 

Commander-in-Ultifj; JYasltington D. C. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

Naslwille, April 11, 1864. 
GENERAL: Since my interview with you I have II letter from Grant. full, clear 

and c~plieit, which I well understand, but cannot now impart to you. but will 
in due time. The arrangements are begun, and the organizations IIrc in exact 
accordance with the paJ't assigned us, only the general fixes tbe time a little 
earlicr than I did; yet I will risk my judgment that the time I named to yon 
wiII lJe as soon ati others will be ready. 

Get your three corps well in hand. and the means of transportation as ready 
liS possiblc. 'Vhen we move we will take no tents or baggage, but one c:hange 
of clothillg on our llllrscs, or to be carried by the men and on pack animals by 
company oillcers. Five days' bacon, twenty days' bread and thirty days' salt, 
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l'uO'ar, and coffee. Nothing else but arms lind ammnnition ill quantiiy propor­
tiO~led to OUI' ability. Even this will be a heavy incumbarnce, but hI rather the 
limit of aliI' aim, than what we can really accomplish. Drnw ~'our forces down 
from lhe direction of Knoxville, so as not to attract attention. 

I read the reports of your scouts with iutere~t. I usually prefe r to make my 
C'stimat.c of the enemy from gencml reasoning, than from the worc];; of spics or 
deoertcrs. vVe will gct prepared for the maximum force possiblc of t.Iw enemy. 
vVe I11IlSt 110t be led aside by any raids. ,\Ve will be mudl aided by a div ersion 
in a differ, 'nt quartcr, of which I prefer not to write, but ma.y communicate by the 
first confidential opportunity. . 

Lllok well to Oll!' supply of beef cattle all the hoof and salt in lllrgc cxcess oJ 
the ril.tiol1s. Encourage drills by brigades and divisions, and Ict the recrnits 
practice at thc targets nil the time. 

Newton is still detaincd by sore eyes; k!)cp It division for him, but in all ~Ise 
mak!) lip yoU\' organization to suit yourself and corps cornmandC'rs. H. S; Gran­
ger wants a leave-do you objcet 1 I suppose B.ousseflu eoult1 do di:;trict fJ.ml 
post duty both. 

Your friend, W. '1'. SIIEB.~IAX, 
Major General Commanding. 

General GeORGE H. '1'/-I0MAS, 
Commllndl~g Department if Cumberland. 

HEADQUARTERS .MILITARY DIVISION OF TIlE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville, Tcnnessre, April 11, 1664. 

GENERAL: Yours of AprilS is received. Slocum's :lSsigllm!)nt to Viekoburg 
was mflde at Grant's sugge!\tion. I did name Newton, Laving in milld hid en­
gineering qualities, but General Grant feared Newton might entertain fl natural 
prejudice against the negro element which will hereafter enter so largely illto 
the nka!18 of defcnce to t he river. 

Veatch's withdrawal from Pnrdy makcs l~Ol'\'cst's c<'cape ft'om the trap in which 
he caught himsclf easy and certain; but if you have ut Cairo anythillg that 
could go up the 'l'ennessee, and move inland on Jackson 01' Paris even, it would 
disturb Forrest more than anything Hurlbut will do from :Memphis. I take it 
Forrest is now scattered, some of his men on furlough, und at mischief, stealing 
horses and recuperat.ing. He may cross over the 'l'ennessee into Kelltnrky 01' 

'1'ellncssee, but I don't care if be doee. Should he break thc railroad betwcen 
this and Louisville it would not bother us, for we have vast :mpplies her!); and 
if he comes over to the neighborhood of Pulaski or Columbia, we will gil'e him 
marc than he expects. 

As our great problem is to whip Joe Johnston, we want a surplus of 0111' best 
troops on thc:i line of the Tennes~ee. Wlten that is done, we can givc m01'e at­
tention to the Mississippi as against the small bands that threaten it. Surely 
th ere is now l1~thing there that can touch Memphis, Vicksburg or N atehcz, and 
it will not be long beforc l3:ll1kB will turn against Mobile, when the confederates 
mnst look to the safety of their own lines all the Alabama. 

Give your chief thoughts to thc making up of your army of the Tennessee 
and getting everything necessary to make the move from your present line on 
Rome and the Coosa. You will have the longest marchcs, and it may be the hard­
est knocks, but you have the elements of the best kind. You will have nine 
(9) divisions, averaging from four to five thonsanc1 (4 to 5,000,) viz: Ihrrow's, 
Smith's (Morgan L.,) Osterhaus' (in which is ChitS. R. Wood, a magnificent 
officer,) and Jno. E. Smith, composing the 15th corps, (Logan's,) Veatch, 
Sweeny, and A. J. Smith, under Dodge, and Crocker and Leggett under Frank. 
Blair. 
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I am told that Blair will soon leave 'Vashington. I wrote him he would be 
wanted by April 20, at Cairo; you may telegraph him. 

You had better Iwgin moving up to Olin ton your regiments and wagons as 
f\st as they accumulate at Cairo. You can get steamers plenty at Cairo and 
St. Louis . 

Grant says he will be all ready April 25, and when he moves we must. 
Thomas and Schofield are progressing well in thcir preparations. 

Your friend, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

lVIajor General Commanding. 
:Major General .JAMES B. MCPHERSON, 

Conl1n'dg the Department if/lie Tennessee, Huntsville, Ala. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
. .Nashville, Tennessee, April 12, 1864. 

DBAR GENgltAL: Yonril of March 30, from Natchez, i~ received, and I take 
pleaslU'c in answering. I co'nfess I fear to enunciate allY plan that can rcconcile 
all objections; but am willing to say that I will use all my t;lffieial power allll 
influcuce to carry out YOllrs or that of the War Department. 1\'[y objections to 
t.hc plantation Bcheme are purely military. The Mississippi is a long, weak linc, 
easily approached from the real'. Plan tations of, say, thrce whitcs and fifty blacks 
to a mile of river, can be broken at any point by a gUCI'illa band of one hundred 
with perfect impunity. You and I know the temper of the whites in the BOllth. 

I heard a young lady in Oanton, educated at Philadelphia, who was a commu­
nicant of a Ohristian church, tbank her God that hcr negroes, who had att,empted 
to escape into our linesat Big Black, had been overtaken by Ross's Texas brigade, 
and killed. She thanked her God. and did so in religious sinccrity. Now, a 
stranger to the sentiment of the south would consider this unnatural, hut, it is 
IIOt only natural but universal. All the people of the south, old and young, 
rich aud POOl', educated and ignorant, unite in tllis, that they will kill, as vipprd, 
the whites who attempt to free their slaves, and also the" ullgratefulsli.tvcs" who 
attempt to change their character from slave to free. 
, 'l'herefi)l'e. in making this change, which I regard as a decree of nature, we 

have to combat not only the orga.nized resistance of the confederate torces, but 
the pn:judices of the ent.ire people of the soulh. I wonla prete r much to colonize 
the negroes on lands clearly forfeited to us by trO[l80n, and for the govel'llrnent 
to buy or extingui8h the claims of other and loyal poople in the districts chosen. 
I look upon the lands borderillg the Mississippi, Steele's bayou, Deer creck, 
Snnflowl,r, Bogne Phaliah, Yazoo, &c., in that rich alluvial region lyiug between 
:Memphis and Vicksburg, of which Haines's Bluff, Yazoo City, and Greuu,da are 
the· key points, as the very country in which we might collect the negroes, and 
where they will find more good !twd already cleared than in any district I know 
of, lind it would enable the negroes at once to be useful. 

If, however, the government prefer the" lessee" sy~tem, then I shall favor 
the occupation, by a black brigade, of Harrisonburg, and cover as well as may 
betlle nfississippi country lying betw een the Washita and Yazoo. General Slo­
cum will Boon come down, and We believe he will co-opcrate with yon with his 
whole heart. Of course, the possession of Vicksburg is a sine qua non.. 'Ve 
dun't want the t.ask of taking it again; but if he can spare troops he will be 
instructed, in connexion with Natchez, to hold Harrisonburg, with one 01' rno~'e 
gunboats up the "Washita 1lnd Tensas. 

Steele i~ ordered to hold the line of Red river, but I must have Smith's com­
mand, which I loaned for but thirty (30) days, and I have reason to know that 
Banks must swing over against l\:[obile, so 8teele will have only his Arknneas 
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command, and that may be insufficillnt; of this we cannot judge until we know 
what is already done. If Shrevoport be taken before these orders reach Steele, 
hc may hold that point; otherwise, all he should attempt would be Alexandria, 
in cOllnexion with the gunboats. 

'IVe have, sure enough, a big jllb on hand, and the only way is to go on trust.ing 
to consequences, following naturally grand results. Lce and Johnston mllst be 
whipped, and it should not be deferred an hour beyond the first possible practi­
cable moment. 

I necessarily write in some haste, but you will catch the drift of my argument. 
'IVith respect, your friend and servant, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
1I1ajor General Commanding. 

General LORENZO THO,"AS, 
Adjutant General U. S. A., Viclcsburg, Mississippi. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVI~ION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
j\las/wille, Tennessee, April 14, 1864. 

DgA R GENERAL: I send you a parcel of papers of the latest dates from the 
south. You will find them interesting. One set of my former sconts is j list in 
from Memphis; having come from Memphis, Holly Springs, Pontotoc, Aberdeen, 
Columbuf;, iI1is~issippi, j Selma Montgomery, Opelika, vVest I>oint, and Colum­
bus, Georgia; th ence back to Selma, alld up the railroad to 'l'alladcga, Jack­
sonville, and Blue mountain. Thc enemy is collecting at a place ncar Centre­
ville, a camp to which Loring's division is to come from D emopolis. This force 
will be behind the Coosa, and is clearly designed by Johuston to watch McPher­
son as h6 advltDces against Uome. Forrest still is up between the T ennessee 
anu the l\1issi8sippi, and is reported to.day crossing the Tennessee at Hamburg, 
abo attacking Oolumbus. I admire his great skill, but he can't do all that. I am 
willing he should continue to attack our forts, and hI) may also cross the 'l'en­
nessce. ~e have plenty of stores here j also we are pushing them to the front 
as fact as possible. I will not let Forrest uraw off my mind from the concentra­
tion going on. 

Longstreet is represented still up a~out Bristol and Abingdon, but I don't be­
lieve he will move into Kentucky by Pound Gap-road too bad und long. He 
may send some cavalry in, but he doesn't probaLly know that he can't interrupt 
our communications j because if the LOllisville road is reached by a dash, we 
are not disturbed; and then for him to get (jut would be a (llICstioll. 

All wdl with liS. I await l\IePbersou's two divisions Oil furlough, and A. J. 
Smith from Red river. . 

Yours, 
W. '1'. SHElnrAN, 

lIIajor Gcneral. 
General RA WLI ;'<IS, 

C/lid" if Sto.ff, Wa8hington. 

HEADQUARTER~ MILITARY DIVISION OF THE l\I1f:'SISSIPPI, 
Naslwl11e, Tenne88ce, April 13, 1864. 

General THOIIIAS, Chattanooga., 
... Continue to send me reports of scouts and rebel newspapers. Yours arc most 

interesting. Two (2) of mine are in from Memphis, having corne from Holly 
Svrings, Pontotoc, Aberdeen, Columbus, Selma, ~Iontg!jmery, West Point, back 
to Selma, upto Talladega and Blue mountain, 'l'he enemy is collecting a cayalry 
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force at Blue mOllrytaill, which is about twenty·fivemiles from Gadsden, on accounthf 
forllgewhich comes lip the mil road from Selmaan d Talladega; and it; is believed 
that, Loriug's division is ordered to the same point from Demopolis .•Johnston 
doubtless i~ trying to make up a force to watch that flank, which he nIust observe 
is being threatened by :McPlierSOlL Forrest is reported ag"in to be attacking 
Columbus, Kentllcky, and also trying to cross thc TClllwssee near Hamburg. 
He '!<eClllS to be ollluiprctlent, but 1 think his cavalry is scattered over between 
t.he lIIissisi'ippi amI the 'l'enncs~ee stealing horses and feeding them. I would 
as lief havc him there as anywherc else now. Newton is here aud will conle 
forward to-morrow. Keep a good division for him. 

Kecp on collecting YGur command, as we arranged, and nnload your cars as 
fast as possible. I will push forward stores as fast as possible. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
111ajor General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO," OF TlJ[o: lIfISSISSIPPI, 

Nashville, ApI-illS, 1865. 
General Grant has made the following orders: 
He has ordered three l'egimf'nts from St. Louis to Cairo, with which t.o re·cm­

force Paducah, Cairo, and Columbus, and to feel out to Union City. Union 
City mU8t not be garrisoned, but simply visited by scout8 and patrols. 

As soon as l'0s~ible, a division or strong brigade of McPherson's command, 
dlle from furlough about the 20t.h in8tallt, General Gresham, if possible, will 
hasten up the Tennes~ee, leave its wagons and incumbrances at Clifton, but 
proceed to Savannah amI scout acrOS8 by Purdy to the head of the liatchpe 

Geueral Slocum has gone to Vicksburg to assume command there, and Gen­
eral Sturgis has started this moming to aSilIlme command of all the cavalry at 
and near Hemphi~, with which he will sally out and attack ]<'orrcst, wherever 
he may be. General GrieJ'13on may seize all the horses and mules in ,Memphis 
to mOllnt his men, and be ready for the arrival of General Sturgis; and DUl'k­
land's brigade of in f/lll try should he ready to move ont with the cavalry. Mower's 
division, now at Red river, will be detained at Memphis on its way up the river, 
and A. J. Smith wiU come, as ordcred, up the Tennes8ee. General C. C. 'Wash­
burne is ordered to :Mcmpbis, and General Hunt to Columbus. General Hurl­
bllt will take post for the present at Cairo, and Hicks remain 1n command at 
Pad nC<.1h, 

All the troops along the Missi8sippi mllst act with vigor against any portion 
of the cnemy within reach. Paducah,· Oairo, Columbus, Memphi~, Vicksburg, 
aIHI Natchez must be held, and all n1inor points exposed shonld be evacuated. 

The troops at Memphis should act by land; th08e at Vicksburg should oper­
ate up Yazoo, at Yazoo city, and threatening Grenada. 

All former orders will be Illodifieu to suit this gClwral plan. 
; ",:,V. '1'. SHERMAN. , 

ll1a)o1' General (:ommandmg. 
General ~[CPHERSO~, Hunt.wille. 
GClleral HUI!LllllT, llIempltis. 
General BRA YJlAN, Cairo. 
General SLOCU~I, V,cksbur~. 

I1EADQrARTERS MILITARY DIVISlO:\" OF TilE MISSISSIPPI, 

Naskville, Tennessee, April Hl , I cG5. 
GENERAL: I hnye read with intcrest General Geary's report and y01l1' illdorsc­

ments. 'VitlI all the facts before me, especially the complete details of the facts 
given by yolH' scouts, I bave no doubt that Johnston's main army is on the 
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railroad at or neal' Dalton j that it is about forty thousanii (40,000) strong. well 
commanded, and in good order, but it cannot move many days' march, except 
alon'" the line of that road, front and rear; that he has il good force of cavalry, 
one part of which is kept to his right rear for food, and that another part, say 
four thousand (4,000) men, are on his left, over about the Blue Mountain depot, 
for . the same purpose, and to watch the assemblage of the army of the 'ren­
nessee, which he knows threatens his left flank, and which has two good bridgell 
wit.h which to pass the 'l'ennessee at pleasure. This cavalry, wit.h some infantry 
supports, are seen often at Larkins's and at Decatur, and some skirmishing has 
been carried 011 with them, but we want . to mask our force by the Tennessee 
till the right time. Of course, then, McPherson can sweep them from his front 
as a cob-web. 

At Blue ~fountain depot this cavalry gets corn, which is sent up from the 
., line of the railroad and Selma, and this point is the present terminus of that 

railroad. . 
It is ten (10) miles south of Jacksonville, which is twenty-two (22) miles 

east by south of Gadsden, which is full forty-five (45) miles from GUlltersville, 
the nearest point of the Tennessee. I have no apprehension of a raid on our 
right, for the reason that the enemy cannot pass the 'l'ennessee, save at isolated 
points, and then only in small parties j besidee., the stream of troops soon to come 
up the Tennessee from Cairo, and across to Huntsville, from Savannah and Clif­
ton, will serve to cover that flank. Still we must push our measures to accu­
mulate a surplus of all essentials to the front, so that a temporary interruption 
will not cripple us 01' delay our general plans, which remain unchanged. 

'rhe only real move I see for Joe Johnston is to strike your line at his nearest 
point, about Cleveland or Ooltewah, but this he cannot reach without first fight­
ing the Ringgold force. I advise you to group yotlr commands so as to admit 

. of easy and rapid concentrl!-tion at snch point as your judgment approves, and 
,. be careful no~ to accumulate stores anywhere but inside of Chattanooga. 

The season is now mild, and even surplus tents and all useless bagg-age should 
thus be placed, that the troops in camp could pack up and move at the shortest 
notice. Study all means to save wagons and transportation at all events till 
our advance passes the Coosa. 

Please continue as heretofore the scout reports. I have two smart girls 
who have just come in from Memphis via Okalona, Columbus, Selma, Mont­
gomery, West Point, back to Selma, up the railroad to 'l'alladega, and Blue 
mountain, whence they crossed on foot by way of Gadsden, Black river, Will's 

I:" creek, 'rower creek, and Larkin's. They saw little or no infantry, and the only 
cavalry they saw was at the Blue mountains, and close up to the Tennessee 
river. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHERl\{AN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General THOMAS, 

Commandi7l~ Department if tIle Cumberland, Chattanooga. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION Ol" THE lI'IrsslssJPPJ, 
Naslwille, April 19, 1865. 

GE;IIERAL: I received a despatch from General Grant asking me if the report 
that J 'ohnston was sending off Hardee's corps was true. I have answered that 
'l'homas thinks not. You know how easy such reports get currency. I haye 
read every official report from all quarters very carefully, and the only one 
which even hints at such a thing is one from 'l'homas, the words of a deserter 
taken down by the usual provost marshal, under date of April 15, that thcre 

3* 
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was a camp rumor in Johnston's camp when he left that Hardee's corps was to 
be sent to Virginia, but subsequent reports describe minutely the position and 
strength of the rebel army as unchanged since you left, save that a heavy 
cavalry force is being collected neal' the Coosa, abreast of Guntersville, evidently 
for the purpose of watching McPherson; although I have daily the reports of 
thousands and tens of thousands marching and raiding all round the compass, 
yet I have now scouts in from Memphis who bring in passes and papers from 
Selma, :Montgomery, West Point, Opelika, and Talladega, and from them 1 learn 
that things remain as above. 

Thomas is gradually drawing down his command to a common focus, Chatta­
nooga. Schofield has infantry force at Bull's Gap and a small cavalry force 
beyond, but is preparing to have about twelve thousand (12,000) infantry near 
Hiawassee at the time appointed, May 1, with his cavalry under Stoneman, re­
mounting and refitt.ing as fast ail possible, near Lexington, Kentucky, whence at 
the right time I will move them to the Hiawassee. 

McPherson has Decatur well fortified, and is examining the river carefully to 
ascertain the best point to eross over. He is still in doubt whether Guntersville or 
Whitesburg be the place. But one or the other is, and our bridges at Larkin's 
can on a short notice drop down. 'I'his will give him two good points of invasion. 
I am doing all I can to get forward the necessary stores, and more still to dimin­
ish t.he useless mouths that eat up our sub~tallce, . 

I enclose you two orders which are preliminary, bnt I am resolved, when 
General Grant gives the word, to attack Johnston in the manner I have heretofore 
described, if our men have to live on beef and sah. 'I'hey will do it, if necessary, 
we know. As long as cavalry officers can let their horses run down to get a 
remount by a mere requisition, they will bankrupt any government. Grierson 
had seven thousand (7,000) horses when I made up the Meridian count, and 
Smith and he reported the capture of some four thousand (4,000) animals, and 
yet now the renson for not attacking Forrest is, that he can only mount two 
thousand foul' hundred (2,400) men. Even with that he should have attacked 
the enemy at Somersville, as it was then known Forrest was up about Paducah 
with a considerable part. and what was at Somersville was of course only a 
part, and should have been fought at all odds. At Memphi!'l are Buckland's full 
brigade of splendid troops, (2,0()0;) three other white regiments, one of black 
artillery, at Fort Pickering. 1,200 strong; ab,out one thousand (1,000) men floating, 
who are camped in the fort; near four thousand (4,000) black troops, three 
.thousand (3,000) enrolled and armed militia, and all Grierson's cavalry, ten 
thousand nine hundred and eighty-three (10,983) according to my last returns, 
of which surely not over three thousand (3,000) are on furlough. Out of this 
a splendid force of about two thousand five hundred (2,500) well mounted 
,cavalry and foul' thousand (4,000) infantry could have been made up, and by 
moving to Bolivar, could have made Forrest come th!'re to fight 01' get out. 

I have sent St.urgis down to take command and whip Forrest, and, if necessary, 
to mount enough men to seize any and all the horses of Memphis, or wherever 
lae may go. 

The forces of Fort Pillow are not on my returns. I broke il up, and the gar­
rison was composed of a regiment of Tennesseeans, enlisting. and four companies 
of blacks, of which I have no satisfactory report as yet, but have sent for full 
details. 

I think everything hereabouts is working as well as I can promise, and if 
A, .T. Smith is coming, and l\!cPherson's two furloughed divisions reach us, I 
will be ready at the drop of a hat to cross the Tennessee and pitch in. 

I sent for the governor of Kentucky, .and he is well satisfied with all the steps 
ta"k.en, and undertakes by his militia alld the troops now controlled by Bur­
llridge to catch the wandering guerillas and keep peace in his State. But we 
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are independent of Kentucky, for there are here now all the essentials for an 
army of eighty thousand (80,000) men for six months. Railroad ac~idents are ' 
still happening, but as 'seldom as we could expect. 

lam, &c., . 
W. T. SHER~f:AN, 

Major General Commanding. 
General JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Chief 0/ Gen. Grant's Staff, Washington, D. C. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS llf:rLl'fARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
NasltVille, Tennessee, April 20, 1865. 

Lieutenant General GRANT, Waaltington: 
These are copies of my latcst despatches from Chattanooga and Knoxville: 

[From Knoxville, April 19, 1865.] 

Major General SHERMAN: 
I have information this evening that Longstreet's three ~ivisions of infantry 

have gone east as far as Lynchburg; the last left Bristol on Wednesday, the 13th 
instant. My informant is a man who was employed on the railroad, and went 
from Bristol to Lynchburg on the 13th and returned on the 14th. He is 
believed to be loyal and truthful. Reports from other sources also corroborate 
this statement. Vaughn's cavalry brigade, from eight hundred to fifteen hun­
dred strong, moved, at ahout the same time, from Kingsport towards North Car­
olina, by the road leading up the Wautauga. 'l'his leaves the force in south­
west Virginia little more than that which was recently driven through Pound 
Gap by Colonel Gallop. \ From all the information obtained while in command 
here, I estimate the effective strength of Longstreet's three divisions at twelve 
thousand five hundred (12,500.) General Foster's estimate was somewhat 
larger. Istate this as it may be of importance to General Grant in Virginia at 
this time. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, Major General. 

[From Chattanooga, April 19, 1865.] 

Major General SHERMAN: 
'l'here is DO foundation for the report that Johnston is re-euforcing Lee. 

One of my most reliable men reports as follows: Dalton, April 12.~No change 
at Dalton. Resaca, April 15.-N0 change at Resaca or Dalton. Trains full 
of soldiers going and coming on furlough. Resaca, April 1S.-No change in 
Dalton. Wash. Johnslln and command left here for Dalton at 10 a. m. this 
morning; four hundred (400) Flcrida troops took their places. A large num­
her of wagons, loaded with crackers at Calhoun, have been waiting orders some 
few days. 

Besides the above-mentioned man, I have by the way of others who visit Dal­
ton at lcast once a week each. 'l'hey all confirm what he says regarding the 
position of the enemy there. 

GEORGE H. THmf:AS, 
Major General. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
:Atajor General Commanding. 
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[Cipher telegram,] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE lIISSISSIPPI, 
Naslwille. April 23, 1865. 

General MCPHERSON, Huntsville: 
We must make calculations, leaving A. J. Smi,th out. Banks cannot spare 

him, as I feared. 
Hurry up the two divisions from Cairo, and get ready as soon as possible, 

for I think Grant is pushing matters. I have news from Dalton to the 20th. 
A part of Polk's troops have arrived there. 

We must not allow our chief attention to be drawn towards :Mississippi, as 
that is what the enemy wants. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, Najor General. 

[Cipher telegram. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville, April 23, 1865. 

General MCPHERSON, IIuntnille: 
Colonel Comstock is here from General Grant, and we may have to move 

sooner than we are rllady, but we can go as far as the Coosa. I will thro'" for­
ward provisions enough to load your wagons, and they, can be replenished at 
Ringgold. 

If we move before Crocker gets up I will require you to move by Lebanon 
and Uhattooga, to communicate with 'l'homas at Lafayette and Villanow. 
But I will write at length. If we move by May 1, the divisions at Scottsboro,' 
Larkin's, and Woodville should cross at Larkin's, Dodge's force and Garrard 
should cross at Decatur and move to Guntersville, and a junction made at Leb­
anon. I do not propose to cross the Coosa till all are up, but we will gain time 
by a move in concert with Grant. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Genet'al. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES IN THE FJELD, 
Culpeper C. H, Va., April 19, 1864. 

GENERAL: Since my letter to you I have seen no reason to change any por- . 
tion of the general plan of campaign, if the enemy remain still and allow us to 
take the initiative. Rain has continued so uninterruptedly uutil the last day 01' 

two that it will be impossible to move. however, before the 27th, even if no more 
should fall in the mean time. I think Saturday, the 30th, will probably be the 
day for our general move. 

Colonel Comstock, who will take this, can spend a day with you, and fill up 
many a little gap of information not given in any of my letters. 

What I now want more particularly to say is, that if the two majn attacks, 
yours ana the one from hel'e, should promise great success, the enemy may in a 
fit of desperation, abandon one part of their line of defence and throw their 
whole strength upon a single army. believing that a defeat with one victory to 
sustain them is better than a defeat all along their line. and hoping, too, at the same 
time, that the army, meeting with no resistance, will rest perfectly satisfied with 
their laurels, having penetrated to a given point south, thereby enabling them to 
throw their force first upon one and then on the other. 
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With the majority of military commanders they might do this. But you 
have had too much experience in travelling light aud subsisting upon the coun­
try to be caught by any such ruse. I hope my experience has not been thrown 
away. My directions, then, would be, if tile enemy. in your front show signs of 
joining Lee, follow him up to the full extent of your ability. I will prevent 
the concentration of Lee upon your front if it is in the ' power of this army to 
do it. 

'rile army of the Potomac looks well, and, so far as I can judge, officers and 

Commanding .Military Division of tlte lIfississippi. 

men feel well. . 
Yours, truly, 

U. S. GRANT, 

Major General 'V. T . SHERMAN, 
Lieutenant General. 

[Cipher telegra.m. J 

HEAUQUARTERS MII,ITARY DIVISION OF THE ltIISSISSIPPI, 
Naslwille, April 23, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD, Knoxville: 
Colonel Comstock is herEl from General Grant. We may have to begin quite 

as soon as I first estimated, May 1. You will commence at once to break up 
railroad above Bull's Gap and either bend and twist the bars. or carry them fo 
Knoxville, and move down the infantry force about the Hiwassee. Stoneman 
will be able to overhaul us before we will need the flanking force. 

W.1'. SHERMAN, 
Major Genpal. 

[Cipher letter.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIQ!'i' OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Naslwille, April 24, 1865. 

General THOMAS, Cltatlanooga : 
You may be as severe aSjOssible with citizens who smuggle themselves into 

the cars. All are prohibite from going. I have more than doubled the number 
of cars pel' day. Yesterday we got off one hundred and ninety-three cars. . 

If you send a staff officer I will send you copies of General Grant's letters. 
They embrace the points of mine. '1'ime is nearly up, and you cannot have 
your preparations too far advanced. For the first week out we will need but 
few wagons. 

As McPherson will not have A. J. Smith's division, and some of his fur­
10ugh.Jd regiments wiUbe late, Y9U had better make ready with every man you 
can take along, and as McPherson's detachments come up your surplus forces 
can be sent back. I will come down as soon as possible. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
MajO'/' General. 

HEADQUARTERS l\IILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville, April 25, 1865. 

GENERAL: I ·have received your several despatches and letters touching the 
check on railroad travel. I have ordered the quartermaster to check the ten­
dency of our military railroads sliding into a public convenience, but to keep it 
just as he would a train of army wagons. Nobody should travel in the cars 

• 
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save officers and soldiers under orders entitling them to tr!Wsportation. I left 
him to ease off by sending only such as were caught away from home by the 
change. I think it will in time come out all right. If we allow conductors to 
collect money we know they will little by little pick up way-travellers for their 
own profit. We have not the system of checks that would enable us to detect 
peculation and fraud. The officers of the army of the Tennessee have com­
plained bitterly that in all matters pertaining to the railroad they were slighted, 
and there were some grounds, IJot intentional on your part, but calculated to 
raise a prejudice, that after they had come to the relief of the army of the Cum­
berland they were denied bread or any facilities from the road. Some even 
thought you shared this feeling, and had refused them even a passage to or from 
Nashville. 

'I'his resulted from the fact that the conductors and your guards were familiar 
with your passes, and were not with those of Logan or other commander!! of that 
wing. '.rhis made my transportation order manife~tly just, putting all depart­
ment commanders on a just equality. 

We have increased the daily cars from about ej~hty (80) to from one hundred 
and thirty (130) to one hundred and ninety (190.) If I can get the average to 
one hundred and fifty (150) the road will supply us, and make !tn accumulation. 
I wish you to increase the facilitir.s for throwing stores forward to Ringgold, as 
McPherson, Schofield, and you will have to draw from that common depot. All 
I can now hope for is to get McPherson to Lafayette,or thereabouts, with t.venty 
(20) days' bread, salt, &c., from Guntersville. . 

McPherson's two divisions are not yet at Cairo, and in many cases the fur­
loughs were dated after a long delay in the Statt; waiting for paymen" so that 
I can't even tell when they will be up to Clifton; but we are pushing as hard as 
possible. I want McPherson to have thirty thousand (30,000) men, independent 
of Garrard's cavalry; but if we can't get these two· divisions in time, his force 
will fall far short. As he and Schofield cover your flanks, I dtt to make your 
force as beavy as possible as far out as Dalton, Resaca, and Kingston. By that 
time we will have a better knowledge of what we will need, and can trim down 
and send back such as should remain to guard your rear. 'I'he only danger I 
apprehend is from resident guerillas, and from Forrest coming from the direction 
of Florence. I did want A. J . Smith on the Tennessee, about Florence, to 
guard against that danger, but Banks cannot spare him, and Grllnt orders me to 
calculate without him. General Corse is here from Red river. '.rhe battle up 
Red river resulted thus wise: The advance cavalry, incumbered with wagons, 
met the enemy in position four miles from Mansfield, where the road forks to 
Texas. Lee, who commanded the cavalry, sent back for supports. A brigade 
of infantry was sent, but both cavalry and infantry were driven back in disorder. 
Another brigade sent forward shared the same fate, and the enemy pursuing 
struck Franklin, who held them till night. Next day A. J. Smith got up, and 
a hard fight ensued on the 9th, extending into night. Our troops had the ad­
vantage, but in the night ' bOlh armies retired-ours forty miles back to Grand 
Ecore; and the enemy discovering first our retrograde, took advantage of it. So 
they have the victory. They took all the wagons of the cavalry, over two hun­
dred, (200,) and some eighteen guns, two of which were recovered. 

Banks was _ refitting on the 14th at Grand Ecore, preparing to advance. 
Nothing from Steele, who, at that date, should have been near Shreveport, on 
the Iiorth and east bank of the river. 

I am quite uneasy about Steele, as the movement up Red river has been so 
slow that all the Texas and Louisiana forces are assembled, and having defeated 
Banks, may turn against Steele; but still I hope Banks will not pause, but re­
sume his march, and prevent Kirby Smith from crossing to the north side of 
Red river. Our joint forces are far superior to those of the enemy, /lnd we have 
also the gunboats and transports in Red river. 
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The best fighting was evidently done by my troops, and Admiral Porter 
writes me that A. J. Smith's command saved Banks's army from utter rout. 
Banks should have seventeen thousand, (17,000,) Steele seven to nine thousand, 
(7 to 9,000,) and Smith ten thousand, (10,000.) 

The joint force of the enemy is reckoned at twenty-five thousand, (25,000.) 
Grand Ecore is the river town of Natchitoches, a little back from Red river, but 
on one of the roads leading to Shreveport, and about forty (40) miles from 
Natchitoches. 

I will be with you by May 1. 
Truly, yours, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

Major General GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Cummanding Department if the Cumberland, Chattanooga. 

[Confidential. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville, April 16, 1864. 

GEN ERAL: I telegraphed you last night that Colonel Comstock had come 
from General Grant with a letter, that he, General Grant, would be ready by the 
27th to take the initiative, if in the mean time Lee did not, and, of eoOrse, he 
wants me to act at the same time j but Colonel Comstock tells me he docs not 
think General Grant can do anything till ~Iay 2. 

Of course the movement in Virginia is the principal, and ours is secondary, 
and must conform. We must be as far ready as possible. 

Fir8t. Give Generals Slocum and Washburne orders to seem most active, to 
hold there all the enemy possible, even at a small risk to the river, for if we whip 
Joe Jo'mston good, everything lying west will feel the blow. 

Second. Do all that is within the power of mortal to get up your two divisions 
from Cairo, with wagons, beef cattle, &c. I will write to Lieutenant Commander 
Shirk, United States navy, to watch the Tennessee, all that is possible, to pre­
vent any damage to our roads from that quarter. 

Third. You should at once move your effective force of the 15th corps to the 
neighborhood of Larkin's, or wherever you propose to cross the 'l'ennessee, to 
be ready to move on Lebanon. Dodge's command should crOilS at Decatur, and 
brush away that cavalry, and move on Guntersville and Lebanov.. From Le­
banon your army should move as light as possible by Summerville or other good 
route toward Lafayette or Villanow, to communicate with Thomas. ]<'rom 
Lafayette you can renew your supply 'of bread, salt, sugar, and coffee from 
Hinggold, t() which point we have cars. Weare accumulating stores as fast as 
pOf1sible at Chattanooga. Ifyou can start witl~ twenty days' supply, it is all that 
I now expect. I will explain to Comstock, and send word to General Grant 
how important it is that we should have the two divisions now at Cairo, and on 
furlough, and have him correspond by telegraph with them at Cairo, and judge 
when they can reach your right flank via Clifton. 

You should have a force of about thirty' thousand, (30,000,) exclusive of Gar­
rlrd's cavalry, which will remain with your extreme right till we are beyond the- . 
Coosa, when it must strike for the Montgomery and Atlanta roads. 

I think I understand the cavalry force in front of Dodge j it is a detachment 
from Joe Johnston, sent there to watch your operations j but the momeut you 
crOBS the Tennessee in force, it will hasten to cover Rome and watch Johnston's . 
left flank and rear. 

The worst that we have to apprehend is, Forrest may come aCrosS to act 
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against our right flank; but this would be prevented if Washburne and Slocum 
threaten Grenada. I take it for granted that, lfnleas Banks gets out of Rcd 
river and attacks Mobile. (which is a material part of General Grant's plan,) 
we will have to fight Polk's army as well as Johnston's. General Corse has 
returned. Banks would not spare Smith; indeed, it appears that Smith's 
force is the real sub8tance of his army. He was whipped near Mansficld and 
retreated to Grand Ecore, forty miles, though B.anks claims a victory; but from 
what General Corse tells me he might have made it a victory by going ahead, 
but by retreating he left the enemy in possession of wounded, dead, artillery, 
and trains; and worse, 'leaves Steele in danger. General Banks writes me that' 
all is well there, but facts do not sustain him. 

General Prince will go to Columbus, and you had better give Washburne 
command of all the river from Cairo down, to include the liemphis district. 
Grant thinks him a man of action. I will send your pontoon train down, and I 
think you had better have it at Scottsboro', with orders to follow as soon as 
facts demonstrate that Johnston will not fight us this side of the Coosa. Until 
that fact is demonstrated wc should be as little encumbered as possible. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

JlIajor General Commanding. 
Major General J. B. MCPHERSON, 

Commanding Department if tlte Tennessee, Huntsville. , 

[Confidential. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISJ()N OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nas/tville, Tennessee, April 24, 1864. 

GENERAL: I now have a messenger out from General Grant, which convinces 
me that the army of the Potomac, from ita shorter lines and superabundant sup­
plies, will be ready sooner than we; but let come what may, we must attack 
Joe Johnston in position, or force him back of Coosa, at the moment the initia­
tive is made in the east. I prefer that Johnston should not move at all, but 
receive us on his present ground. But I do not propose rushing on him rashly 
until I have in hand all the available strength of your. Thomas's, and l\IcPher­
son's armies. • 

Supplies are the chjef trouble; but if the worst comes to the worst, we can 
live on beef and salt, with such bread as our road ought to ' carry for us to 
Ringgold. ' 

Of course there remains now in East 'l'ennessee no rebel force that can come 
down on our flank that could seriously endanger us moving forward from Chat­
tanooga; but I wish you to dispose your command to guard against that chance. 
Destroy a considerable section of the railroad above Bull's Gap, bending and 
twisting the rails or carrying them to Knoxville. 

Leave Knoxville and Loudon well guarded, and assemble your effective force 
neal' Charleston on the Hiwassee, prepared by :May 1, if possible. to move in 
concert with Thomas down by way of Varnell's station direct on Dalton. 

Order Stoneman to move by the best route availablc to him so as to report 
to you. If Johnston refuses us battle, this cavalry will be sent by way of 
Spring Place, or it may be higher up by the copper mines, to threaten the ene­
.my's right rear. , 

Order all your forces in Kentucky to be most active, even to feel out through 
Pound Gap into the valley beyond. I have no apprehension of the enemy in­
terfering with our lines of communication in Kentucky, because we have here ill 
Nashville the essential supplies for six months. 'rhose in the western part of 
Kentucky ough,.t to wat?h well the line, and to arrest all suspicious men hang­
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ing about who have no honest employment j precaution may save us temporary 
alllloyance. Such men are not prisoners of' war, but simply men held by us 
rather than incur the risks of' their milichievous acts. 

It is useless for us to expect the new cavalry from Indiana. We cannot 
mount even the veteran cavalry, which should, of course, have precedence. 

I will be at Chattanooga about May 1. 
Truly yours, 

W. T. SHERl\I.AN, 1I1ajor General Commanding. 
l\Iajor General J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Commanding Departm('1tt qf tlte OMo, Knoxville. ' 

[Confidential. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville, Tennessee, April 24, 1864. 

G~NERAL: I now have, at the hands of Colonel Comstock, of your staff, the 
lettEr of April 19, a~d am as far ~repared to assume the offensive as possible. 
I only ask as much tIme ae you thmk proper, to enable me to get up McPher­
son's two divisions from Cairo. 'l'heir furloughs will expire about this time, 
and some of them now should be in motion for Clifton, whence they march to 
Decatur to join on to Dodge. 

McPherson is ordered to assemble the 15th corps near Larkin's, and to get 
Dodge and Blair at Decatur at the earliest possible moment j and from these 
two points he will direct his forces on Lebanon, Summerville, and Lafayette, 
where he will act against Johnston if he accept battle at Dalton, or move in the 
direction of Rome, if he give up Dalton, and fall behind the Oostllnaula or Eto­
wah. I see there is some risk in dividing our forces j but Thomas and Scho­
field will have forces enough to cover all the valley as far as Dalton j and should 
Johnston turn his whole force against McPherson, the latter will have his bridge 
at Larkin's, and the route to Chattanooga via Wills's valley and the Chattanooga 
creek j and if Johnston attempt to leave Dalton, Thomas will have force enough 
to push on through Dalton to Kingston, which wonld checkmate him. l\Iyown 
opinion is, J ohnstoD will be compelled to hang to his railroad, the .only possibl~ 
avenue of supply to his army, estimated at from forty-five to sixty thousand 
(45 to 60,000) men. 

At Lafayette all our armies will be together, and if Johnston stands at Dalton 
we must attack him in position. Thomas feels certain that he has no material 
increase of force, and that he has not sent away '.Hardee, or any part of his army. 
Supplies are the great question. I have materially increaf!ed the number of 
cars daily. When I got here they ran from sixty-fiye (65) to eighty (80) per 
day. Yesterday the report was one hundred and ninety-three (193,) to-day 
one hundred and thirt.y-four (134,) and my estimate is olle hundred and forty­
five (145) per day will give us daily a day's accumulation. 

McPherson is ordered to carry ill w,lgons twenty (20) days' supplies, and 
rely on the depot at Ringgold for t.he r.enewal of his bread ration. Beeves are 
now being driven to the front, and my commissary, Colonel Beckwith, seems 
fully alive to the importance of the whole matter. . 

Our weakest point will be from the direction of Decatur, and I will be forced 
to risk something from that quarter, depending on the fact that the enemy has 
no force available with which to threaten our communications from that direction. 

Colonel COJstock will explain much that I cannot commit to paper. 
I a,' with great respect, .. 

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 
Lieutenant General GRANT, 


Comm,'dg Armies 0/ tlte United States, Culpeper, Va. 
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[Confidential. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'fHE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville, Tennessee, April 24, 1864. 

GENERAL: I had the honor to receive yesterday, at the hands of General 
Corse, your letter of April 14, from Grand Ecore, and was glad to hear the 
specific account of your affairs up Red river. 

We had become quite anxious from confused and conBicting accounts sent by 
the busy correspondents who always exaggerate things, good or bad. 

I was and am disappointed, as I do sadly need that command of General A. 
J. Smith's, bllt I see that you could not epare it at that moment. I hope you 
pushed on at once, as otherwi8e the enemy must surely have availed themselves 
of _the tempting opportunity to fall on Steele. 

'We have no later dates of any of our Red river forces than those brought 
by General Corse, I had a message ' from General Grant last night, and we 
must all soon pitch in, and, for weal or woe, battles must ensue more bloody 
than ·any which have heretofore characterized this war. 

I hape you will soon finish up that job, and turn your attention to a more im­
portant work; but you are so fur away that I can make no calculation upon 
your forces. 

I am, with respect, your obedient s,ervant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commana~ng. 
Major General N. P. l:3ANKs, 

Commanding Department rif' the Gulf, Red Rit·er. 

[Confidential. ] 

HEADQUARTEIlS MILITARY DIVI<;ION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville, Tennessee, April 24, 1864. 

D~~AR GENERAL: General Corse blLs returned. He brought no letter from 
you, but gave good accounts of you and your troops. I had hoped, from the 
rapid work you did up to Alexandria, that the whole expedition would go on in 
like manner. I want your command, but of course you could not leave under 
the circumstances by which you were surrounded on the 14th of April. General 
Corse says that in the second day's fight at Pleasant Hill the enemy were beaten 
and were retreating. I cannot understalld why our army retraced its steps to 
Grand Ecore, when it was so important in time, in distance, more especially as 
Steele was known to be approaching from the north. But all will be explained 
in time. I have simply ordered that when you do come out of Red river, that 
Mower's division remain at Memphis, and yours come round by Cairo, and up 
the Tennessee to Clifton, and thence acrol!s to Decatur; but as time and circum­
stances may change, I will have orders meet you at ~remphis. General M c­
Pherson now commands the department, .and all our attention is engaged in the 
awful responsibilities that rest on us here. General Grant has ordered that 
Steele command on Red river, and he must order things according to the result 
of youI' expedition. I was in hopes it would have been made more rapidly, so 
that those troops could have taken part with us in the events soon to transpire . . 

You will. as soon as you can possibly be spared, come to Memphis, where 
orders will meet you • 

. I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Brigadier General A. J. SMITH, 

Commanding Detaclt1nent on Red River. 
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REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL SHERMAN.' 

[Cipher.] 

CULPEPER, April 25-11.30 a. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

Will your veterans be back to enable you to start on the second of May? 
do not want to delay later. 

U. S. GRANT, . 
Lieutenant General. 

L Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUAR'rER5 MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nruhville, April 25, 1865. 

General THOMAS, Chattanooga: 
General Grant telegraph!! me to be reaoy l\fay 2. Make dispositions ac­

cordingly. McPherson is least ready. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

", Major General. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIOX OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nruhville, April 25, 1864. 

General MCPHERSON, Huntsville: 
General Grant telegraphs me to be ready by May 2. We cannot wait for 

the veterans. It may be well for your whole column to move from Scottsboro'. 
They could be moved to that point by rail. The two divisions expected up 
from Cairo would cover that flank and guard the roads, or join you via Chatta­
nooga. Make every possible preparation. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO'I' OF THE l\iISSISSIPPI, 
Naslwille, April ~5, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD, Knoxville: 
General Grant telegraphs me to be ready by May 2. Make preparations 

accordingly. Order Stoneman forward with all the cavalry that is ready; the 
rest can follow. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
:lI'Iajor General. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville. April 27, 1864. 

Lieutenant General GRANT, Culpeper: 
In view of the fact that I will have to take the initiative with twenty thou­

Band less men in McPherson's army than I estimated, I intend to order all 

http:25-11.30
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:McPherson's disposable force, twenty thousand, (20,000,) and Garrard's cavalry, 
five thousand, (5,000,) to Chattanooga, to start from a common centre. I go 
forward to-morrow. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS ~IILJTARY DIYlSION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
, Naslwille, April 27, 1864. 

GENERA L: General McPherson is now here, and on consultation, taking into 
consideration all the facts known to me of the strength and position of the 
enemy, we have concluded that McPherson's troops can reach their position at 
and neal' Lafayette more expeditiously by Chattanooga than by the contem­
plated road by Decatur, Gunter's, and Lebanon. 

It is very desirable that the whole army should be at and ill front of Chatta­
nooga by May 5th. You may then·fore put in motion your cavalry that is 
mounted and equipped, with the wagons needed for efficient action, and the rest 
as fast as borses are received, leaving, as heretofore arranged, your dismounted 
men at Columbia and along the road. 

General Rousseau wi\l send a l'egiment to hold the road down as far as 
Pulaski. Enough horses are now on hand to increase your mounted force to 
five thousand (5,000.) With these I want you at Chattanooga about the 5th 
of ~Iay j and as there is no necessity of your moving with Dodge, you can select 
your own route, and move by brigades and regiments as you please. On ar­
l'ival at Chattanooga, take position near the extreme right of the whole army. 

General McPherson will see you to-morrow. These orders may seem to you 
a little sudden, but are made necessary by orders from General Grant. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHIm,MAN, 

Major General. 
Brigadier General GARRARD, 

Commanding 2d Di'viswn Cavalry, rigll,t wing. 

CULPEPER, VA" April 28, 1864. 
Major General SHERlI1AN : 

Get your forces up so as to move by the fifth (5th) of May. 
U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant..General. 

fCipher telegram., 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION .OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, April 29, 1864. 

General GRANT Culpeper, Va.: 
I 11m }1ere. Thomas is already in position. Schofield will be by May 2d ; 

ana McPherson is marching for I~afayette via of this place. All my effective 
cavalry is heading for Dalton, and I will be all ready by May 5th. I will 
write you fully to-ntght. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 
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[Cipher telegram] 

HgADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISlo:\, OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, Chattanooga; April 29, 1864. 

General MCPHERSON, Huntsville, Ala.: 
Put everybody in motion at once for Chattanooga by roads n:>rth of the 

Tennessee, according to the figures we agreed on, viz: ten thousand of the 
15th corps and ten thousand of the 16th corps and Garrard's cavalry. I have 
a despatch from General Grant wanting me to be all ready by May 5th . You 
know how I like to be on time. A steamboflt has gone to Larkins' for the bridges. 
Make your orders for the two divisions at Cairo and Clifton as full as possible, 
and when all things are working well, come up. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE UIS~ISSIPPI, 
In the field, Ch,attanooga, April 29, 1864. 

General SCHOFI ELO, Knoxville, Tenn.: 
General Grant gives me to the 5th to be ready. I 'Vill expect your <!uota 

at or Ilellr Charleston by _~fay 2d, where I will come to Bee you or get you 
to come here in person. ){eep your movements from the press as much as 
possible. Let the enemy find out our movements through their own spies, not 
ours. Thomas is all right and McPherson is coming. _ 

W. T. SH"]JR~IAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Ciphp.r telegram.] 

• 	 HEAOQUAR'rERS :MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Cltattanooga, Apl'il 29, 1864. 

General MCPHERSON, Huntltville, Ala.: 
General, Grant wants me to be all ready by the 6th of May. To accomplish 

this the 16th corps could March here by that date, but we would have to push 
up Dodge'.B command in cars, leaving the wagons to follow and overtake them 
at some point to be hereafter fixed. 'l'herefore order Dodge'S march by roads 
that will carry them near the railroad. '1'he cavalry must of course come all 
the way by the common road. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher telegram. J 

HEAOQt;ARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In lIte field, Cltattanooga, April 29, 1864. 

General MCPHERSON, Huntsville, Ala.: 
I approve your suggestion as to the evacuation of Decatur, but it should only 

be as an alternative at the lust moment. If it be possible to get any of the 
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Clifton force I would prefer to hold Decatur, as it is a constant threat to "north 
Alabama." 

It is desirable to keep the rebel cavalry there as long as possible, and I \.ould 
risk something. It is there merely to watch you. 

W. r. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

[Cipher telegram.l 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
ln the field, Cl~attanooga, April 30, 1864. 

General GRANT, Culpeper: 
I have new.s from Atlanta 24th, and Dalton 27th. Some of Polk's troops have 

arrived. By the fifth all of Thomas's and Schofield's troops will be within one 
march of Dalton, and I doubt not McPherson will be on time. All things 
working as smoothly as I could expect. 

Rosecrans holds some of the Memphis dismounted cavalry to guard against 
some secret plot in St. Louis. I think the city police and militia could attend 
to all such machinations and leave us all our troops at this critical time. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

[Cipher telegra.m.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Chattanooga, May 1, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD, Charleston, Tenne88ee: 
l\{ake all the preparations for your command to move to Cleveland and Red 

Clay. Run down to see me for a few hours, and we will go over All the maps 
and papers. Send orders for Stoneman and all your detachments to follow you, 
and get all your fighting force close in hand to move via Cleveland, Red Clay, 
&c. 

W. T. SHERMAN, ... 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTBnS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE lIfISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Chattanooga, May I, 1864. 

non. JAS. GUTHRIE, 
President Louisville and Nashville Railroad, Louisville, Kentuclcy: 

I am aware, of the diminution of your stock, and only ask that you do all 
that is possible: the next ten (10) days will be the test. We have enough stores 
at Nashville. We prefer veterans to new troops. Allen might send some of 
the latter around by boats up the Cumberland. 

I ask that you do the best possible with your facilities to forward veterans, 
whose absence breaks up regiments and brigades. I think t.he emergency would 
warrant the stoppage of all civil business for ten (10) days. Every car and 
every locomotive south of Nashville is busy. I think you should keep your 
repair shops busy night and day. The business of your road will double and 
quadruple as the Cumberland falls, and your road can well profit by the fact 
by enlarging its capacity. . 
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McOallum is doing aU that is possible to increase the stock, but the numerous 
smashes-up of 'trains consume cars and locomotives faster than he can get new 
ones. 

A long pull and a strong pun may carry us over this tide; after which I 
hope all will be well. 

W . T. SHER?tfAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

rCipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILI'fARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
I'll tlte field, ChaUanooga, May 1, 186<1. 

General GRANT, Culpepe,., Virginia: 
Schofield is now at Oharleston, and will move to Oleveland. Thomas will 

concentrate at Ringgold, and . l\1cPherson's troops are all in motion towards 
Ohattanooga, and by May 5th I will group them at Rossville and Gordon's Mills. 
The first move will be: Thomas, Tunnel Hill; Schofield, Oatoosa Springs, and 
McPerson, Villanow. Next move will be battle. 

I have Atlanta dates 29th of April. Enemy has a general idea of our plans, 
and are massing about Richmond and Dalton. Nothing new in the papers, ex­
cept that General Polk reports, uuder date Demopolis, 23d April, that Wirt 
Adams had captured and burned a gunboat at Yazoo City, taking on shore eight 
2<1-pounder guns. Weather fine; roads very good. 

I leave John E. Smith's division at Huntsville and Decatur till Blair gets 
there with the 17th corps, when I will bring forward more men, according to the 
issues of our first battle. A good deal of the enemy's cavalry is hanging about 
north Alabama, and McPherson is uneasy about Decatur; but we must risk 
something. I have removed the bridge at Larkin's, and will try and get one of 
the new gunboats to patrol the river fi'om Bridgeport down. 

Thomas is here, but we will all go out on the 5th. I will expect further no­
tice from you, but will agree to draw the enemy's fire within twenty-four hours 
of :May 5th. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
• . ' I'll the field, Cltattanooga, ltIay 2, 186<1. 

General MCPHERSON, Hunl8v·ille, Alabama: 
Oolonel McOalium is now here. I have arranged ior him to bring forward 

Sweeny's comm;md of five thousand (5,000) men from LarkinsviUe, at eight (8) 
a. m., on Wednesday, 4th instant, and Veatch's command of five thonsand (1),000) 
from Woodville at the same hour. Let them be there accordingly. Bring by 
cars one (1) battery per division and one wagon per regiment, if possible; also, 
horses for field offieel's; five (5) days' rations. An els~ to follow by the road. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

OULPEPER, May 2, 1864-3 p. m. 
~Iajol' General SIlERMAN, CltaUanooga, Tennessee: 

lIIove at the time indicated in my instructions; all will strike together. 
U. S. GRANT, Lieut. General . 

• 
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[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS l\1:ILITAIIY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, C1LatlanooBa, lIfay 2, 1864. 

General GRANT. Culpeper, Virginia: 
Despatch of to-day received; all right; we will be on time. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
11-Iajnr General Commanding. 

[Cipher telegT!lm.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Cltattanooga, lIfay4, 1864-8.45 a. m. 

General GRA;>JT, Culpeper, Virginia: 
Thomas has just st~rted for Ringgold; all his ~ommand will be there to-night. 

Schofield is at Cleveland. moving down to Red Clay, and closing on Thomas's 
left. :M:cfFlerson is here, and by night three divisions will pe at Rossvilb; 
the other two will be there to-morrow, and all move to Thomas's right. 

Thomas will have forty-five thousand (45,000 ;) Schofield thirteen thousand 
(13,000 ;) lIIcPherBon twenty thousand (20,000.) 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major G~neral. 

CLEVELAiXD, May 4, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I go to Red Clay this afternoon. 'Viii have my troops all there to-morrow, 
except those from Kentucky, and will be ready to move on the morning of l\Iay 
6, 1864. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
~Major General. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUAR'l'ERS flIILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Cltattanooga, May 4, 1864. 

General THOMAS. Ringgold. Georgia: 
Dodge's two divisions are coming in by the cars. Logan'S three divisions are 

closed up on Geary, who is crossing the mountain at "Vhitesides, the Coal 
Mines, Trenton, and Dug Gap. to Latilyette, there to join McPherson. 

We are one day behind time, but I wiII get McPherson to Gordon's Mills 
before We make any real demonstration. In the mean time get your troops well 
into position. . 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lIfajor General Commanding. 

RINOOOLD, 1l'Iay 4, 1864. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

Your two despatches of this evening are receh'ed. My troops are all in posi­
tion now, with the exception of Geary's division, and that wiII be up to-morrow . 

.. GEO, E, THOMAS, Major General . 
• 

http:1864-8.45
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REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL SHERMAN. 

[Telegram. ] 

HEADllUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:>J OF THE l\fISSIS~IPPI, 
in tlwjicld, Cha(tanooga, lIIay 5, 1864. 

A. LI:-ICOLN, President if the United Sttttes, lV(tsl~ington, D. C.,' 
"Ve have worked hard with the best talent of the country, and it is demon­

l"trated that the railroad cannot supply the army and the people too. One or 
the ot.her must quit, and the army don't intend to, unless Joe J ohnstoll makes us. 
The issues to citizens have been enormous, and the same weight of corn or oats 
would have saved thousands of the mules, whose carcasses now cordnroy the 
roads, and which we need so mnch. 

We have paid back to Tenneesee ten for one of provisions taken in war. 
will not change my orders, and I beg of you to be satisfied that the clamor is 
partly humbug, and for effect; and to test it, I advise you to tell the bearers of 
the appeal, to hurry to Kentucky, and make up a caravan of cattle and wagons 
:llld come over the mountains by Cumberland Gap and Somerset, to relieve their 
suffering friends, on foot, as they used to do before a railroad was built. 'l'ell 
them they have no time to lose. We can relieve all actual Buffering by each 
company or regiment. giving of their savings. Every man who is willing to fight 
and work gets a full ration, and all who won't fight or work should go away, 
and we offer them free passage in the cars. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lrIajor General Commanding. 

[Cipher teJegrnill.] 

HEADQVARTERS MILITAIlY DIV1SION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Cltattanooga, lIIay 5, 1864. 

General TnoMAs, Ringgold, Georgia,' . 
I will be out t.o·day; Schofield is at Red Clay; McPherson's head of column 

will be at Gordon's i\Iills to-night; everything is moving well. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

lrIajor General Commanding. 

[Cipher teleg'l'am.] 

IIEADQUARTEllS }\IILITAllY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tltefield, Ringgold, Ga., May 5, 1864-72- p. m. 
General HALLECK, lVasltington, D. C.,' 

Telegraph to General Grant that I am here, and we have advanced our lines 
three (3) miles to·day. l\IcPherson is one clay behind. I will attack 'funnel 
Hill on Saturday, and in the mean time will occupy Johnston's whole attention. 

W. 'I'. SHERMAN. 
lIIaior' Geneml Uomma~ding. 

[Cipher despatch.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITART DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tAefield, Ringgold, Ga., May 5, 1864-72- p. m. 
General i\ICPHEllSON, Clwttanooga, Tenn.,' . 

Am herc. Thomas has advanced his line three (3) miles. I want you all 
up at Gordoll's Mills by to·morrow night. Don't leave Chattanooga till I give 
you full ordcrs. 

W; T. SHERMAN, lVlajor General. 
4* 

• 
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CHATTANOOGA, May 5, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN, Ringgold, Ga.: 

Despatch received. Dodge's command, I pre~ume, is well down towards 
Gordon's Mills t.o·night. I have not h~ard from him yet. Harrow's division is 
encamped neal' Rossville. Morgan L. Smith is in Lookout valley, and OsterhauA 
just behind him. 

J. n. McPHERSON, 
Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THb: MISSISSIPPI, 
1'11, tlwfield, Ringgold. Ga., May :1, 1864. 

SIR: The position of our troops to· morrow night, the 6th instant, will be: 
Schofield at Red Clay, you at Ringgold, and McPherson at Gordon's 111 ills. 

'rbe plan of action will be: You move in force on 'runnel Hill j secure it and 
threaten Dalton in front, but do not attack its defences until further orders, un­
less the enemy assume the offensive against either of our wings, when all mUl'-t 
attack directly in front towards the enemy's main army, and not ,vithout orders 
detach to the relief of the threatened wing. At the tirue YOIl move again8t 'run­
nel Hill, McPherson will move to Ship's Gap and Villanow, and secure posses­
sion of Snake Creek Gap, from which he will operate vigorously against the 
enemy's flank, or line of communications between 'rilton Station and Re~aca. 
I want yOIl with cavalry or infantry to feel well up Dog Wood valley, and com­
municate with McPherson at Villanow. . 

Trains likely to embarrass our movements should not be taken east of Tay­
lor's ridge till we have observed the effect of these first movement;;. 

I expect to be all ready to move on Saturday; and wish you to make all pre­
parations accordingly. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General THOMAS, 

Comd 'g Army of the Cumberland, Present. 

HEADQUARTER& MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Ringgold, Ga., May 5, 1864. 

GENERAL: The enemy still lies about Dalton, seemingly on the defensive, 
his preparations being mostly against our approach from the north and west. 
I wish to . give him l1ttle time for preparations and to assume the offcn~ive on 
Saturday. 

'l'homas will move straight on 'l'unnel Hill j ~fcPherson will move from Gor­
don's mills, via Hocky Spring, to Ship's Gap and Villanow j thence lie will oc· 
cupy Snake Creek Gap, and from that point operate on the enemy's flank ifin 
motion, or against the railroad at some point between Tilton and Resaca. 

I want you to. keep up communication with Howard, and as he moves toward 
Tunnel Hill you move on Varnell's Station, inclining to your right so as to • 
hold the road between Varnell's and CatooEa Springs. If you have reason to 
apprehend encountering a force superior to your own, you can cross the hills to 
your right and make for Catoosa: As you perceive 1 do not propose to attack 
Dalton from the north, but the west and south, therefore the movements should 
continue to Varnell's except with almost a certainty of the case I make of a 
su perior force there. 

Keep your columns as light as possible, your wagons over towards Parker's 
Gap, till the issue of the first battle is determined. . 
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As soon as Tunnel Hill is secured to us, r shall pause to give McPherson 
time for his longer march, but we must occupy the attention of all the ellemy 
lest he turn his whole force on M:cPherson, which mnst be prevented. 'I'here­
fore on the sound of . heavy battle always close up on Howard and act accord­
in'" to circumstances. We will not be able to detach to i\{cPherson's assistance, 

b . 

but can rress the enemy so close from this direction that he cannot detach but 
a part 0 his command against him. . ­

r have reason to believe Johnston has sent moat of hiscavalry to north Ala­
. bama; but still you should guard against a cavalry sweep on that flank, which 
can best be done by keeping your columns compact. . 

r am, with much respeet, yours truly, . . 
W. '1'. SllEH~lAN, llfajor General Commanding. 

Major General SCHOFIF.LD, 
Commanding ehe Army of ehe Ohio, Red Clay, Georgia. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In th.efield, Ringgold, Georgia, May 5, 1864. 
SIR: The enemy still lies about Dalton, and from all appearanecs is 011 the 

defensive, guarding approaches mostly from the north and west. He occupies 
in some force the range of hills known as the Tunnel Hill. 

By to-morrow night our forces will be about as follows: Schofield at Red 
Clay; Thomas at Ringgold, his left at Catoosa Springs, centre at Ringgold, and 
right (Hooker) near Wood's Station, and you at Gordon's 1tfills. 

If you are all ready, r propose on Saturday morning to move against the 
enemy-Thoinas directly on 'l'unnel Hill; Schofield at Varnell's, and the 
gap between it and Catoosa Springs, feeling towards Thomas. Hooker will 
move through Nickajack Gap on Trickum and threaten the road. which runs 
from Buzzard Roost to Snake Creek Gap. As these are in progress, I want 
you to move via Rock Spring and Tavern road to the head of Middle Chicka­
mauga, then to Villanow, then to Sn.ake Creek Gap, secure it, and from it make 
a bold attack on the enemy's flank, or his railroad, at any point between 'l'ilton 
and Resaca. 

r am in hopes that Garrard's cavalry will be at' Villanow as soon as you, for 
you know I have sent General Corse to meet him at ShelllHound and eonc1l1ct 
him across the mountain to Lafayette and to you. But in any event his move­
ment will cover your right real', and enable yon to reave all · encumbrances 
either at Ship's Gap or at Villanow, as you deem best. r hope the enemy will 
fight at Dalton, in which case'he can have no force there that can interfere with 
YOIl; but should his policy be to fall back along his railroad, y::m will hit him in 
flank. Do not fail in that event to make t.he most of the opportunity by the 
most vigorous attack p08sible, as it may save us what we have most reason to 
apprehend, a slow plll'Suit, in which he gains strength as we lose it. In either 
event you may be sure the forces north of you will prevent his turning on you 
alone, In the event of hearing the sounds of heavy battle ahout lJakon, the 
greater necessity for your rapid movement on the railroad. If broken to an ex­
tent that would take them some days to repair, you can withdraw to Snake 
Creek Gap and come to us, or await the development according to yow' judg­
mcnt, or the information you may receive. 

r want to put this plan in operation, beginning · with Saturday morning if. 
possible. 

I am, with great respect, 
W. T . SHERMAN, 11lajor General Commanding. 

Major General J. B. MCPHERSON, 
~ Commanding Army of ehe Tennessee. 

http:SCHOFIF.LD
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[Cipher.] 

HBADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tllC./icld, Ringgold, Georgia, May 6, 1864-8~ a. m. 

3feet one of my staff officers at Gordon's Mills this evening at sundown. 
will senu written orders and want a written reply. 

Get your troops to Gordbn's to night and be ready to move via Rocky Spring 
and the Tavern road to-morrow. I.am not afraid of your not having wagons 
enough-I fear too many. 

I ha,ye just heard that Steele's trains in Arkansas have been captured, and uow 
I hope he will go ahead. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

General MCPHERSON, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Ringgold, Georgia, May 6, 1864 

Gcneral MCPHERSON, Commanding Army if tke Tennessee: 
GBl\'BRAL: I have been to Catoosa Springs and have seen all of Thomas's 

command. It will move on Tunnel Hill to-morrow. General Schofield will 
move down to near Val'llcll's. 

I want you to-morrow night about the hcad of Middle Chickamauga. neal' the 
word "Gordon," on the Tavern road, about the intersection of the Gordon Spring 
Gap road with the main road lying alo11g the west base of Taylor'S ridge. 
Next day at Villanow anlI Snftke Creek Gap. Hooker to-morrow will be 
through Nickajack Gap, about 'l'rickum, and will control the road from Buzzard 
Roost to Villanow. Thomas will have Tunnel Hill. I have dates from Dal­
tOll of the 4th. Johnston is there expecting our attack from the north. Let 
me hear from you as often as possible. 

Yours, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding_ 

HRADQL'ARTERS 	MILITARY DIVISION OF T"E TENNESSBE, 
In tltefield, Ringgold, Georgia, May 6, 1864. 

GBNtRAL: The general commanding directs me to ~ay to you that he has 
sent Major McCoy, A. D. C., to General Schofield, with instl'llctions similar in 
general design as those given you under date of last night, and also has sent Cap­
tain Audenreid to General McPherson at Gordon's Mills with like general instruc­
tions, and that he wants yon to move with your force against the enemy upon 
'runnel Hill at sunrise on the 7th, (to.morrow.) 

He will accompany you clnring the operations. 
Respectfully, yours, 

L. M. DAYTON, A. D. O. 
.Major General qlw. H. 'l'lwiIIAS, 


Commanding Al'my if tlte O!mberland, Ringgold, Georgia. 
 • 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'fHg MISSISSIPPI. 
In tlte /ield. Ringgold. Georgia, May 6. 1864-9~ p. m. 

GE:\'ERAL: The general-in-chief direcf,s me to. say that he hilS recp.ived full 
and satisfactory replies from GC\wral .McPherson and General Schofield. in an­
swer to his letters of instruction given this day and last night. and given sub­
stantially to you verbally and otherwise to-day. Both are in thc positions 
indicated for them and arc fully ready to take the positions assigned for thorn 
to-morrow, viz: General McPherson neal' Ship's Gap, and Genera] Schofield 
between Catoosa Springs and Varnell's, 

I am, general, with much respect, yours truly, 
L. M. DAYTON, A. D. C. 

Major General GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Commanding Army 0/ tlte Cumherland, Rin~gold, Georgia. 

HEADQU"ARTERS l\fILITAR.Y DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

, In thefield, Tunnel HiTI, Georgia, May 7, 1864-11i a. m. 


Major General SCHOFltLD, Near .Catoosa Springs: 

Weare in possession of Tunnel Hill with little 01' no resistance. I lIo not 

propose any more to-day, as we must give time to McPherson. Hooker should 
be at Trickum. Let your men bathe and rest. If youI' cavalry can hold 
Varnell's it is well. but don't risk much on that flank. The tunnel is not in­
jured. I will send you orders for to-morrow later in the day. Study well the 
lay of the country and roads; especially see if Rocky Face ridge can be reached 
from your position. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlufield, Tunnel Hill, lVlay 7, 1864-2 p. m. 

General SCHOFIELD, Near Catoosa Springs: 
Thomas took Tqnnel Hill with scarcely any opposition. I have been all over it. 

It is a stnmg ridge, not as high as 'raylor's, and looks l'ight towards the brellk 
of Rocky Face ridge, through which pass the rail and common roads In this 
gorge is the Buzzard Roost, which is the place where J ohnstvn expects to fight us. 
To-night McPherson will be at Ship's Gap, and next day should st,rikeor threaten 
the railroad. To-morrow I want to occupy all of Johnston's attention. 'Thomas 
will threaten in front. I want you to hold weI! the gap towards Varnell's, and 
reconnoitre lip the point of Rocky Face, near Lee's, on the ridge towards Blizzard 
Roost. 

If possible, get some point where yon can see Dalton, and I want to guard 
against the possibility of' Johnston's turning on McPherson. IIooker is about 
'I'rickum. Reconnoitre the ridge to-night, and make a lodgement to-mol'l'OW 
morning, but don't be drawn into a battle. 

Yours, &c., W. T. SHERMAN, 
JJIaj01' General Commanding. 
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Memorandum 0/ movementsfor May 8, 1864. 

HEAflQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the fie7d, Tunnel Hill, Georgia, lIfay 7, 1864. 

General Thomas to threaten the Buzzard Roost Pass j to occupy in force the 
Tunnel Bill ridge, the roads leading from Buzzard Roost towards 'I'rickum and 
Catoosa, also to keep up commuu.iclltionwith Villanow j the threats on Buzzard 
Roost not to lead to a battle unless the enemy comes out of his works j to get, if 
possible, a small force on Rocky Face ridge. 

General Schofield to occuPY the gap at Lee's and Val'llell's, and to feel from 
Lce's along down Roc~y :Face to the enemy's signal station, if possible. 

General McPherson to move through Villanow and to occupy Snake Creek 
Gap to its strongest point, and to get lip Garrard's cavalry, if possible, for the 
llext ooy's work. . . 

If the enemy leave Buzzard Roost Gap. General 'I'homas will follow direct, 
and General Schofield through Lee's Gap towards Dalton, on the east side of 
Rocky Face ridge, viz., by Crow's Valley. . 

• W. 'I'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 
\ 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:'ll OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Tunnel Hill, Georgia, May 8, 1864. 

Major General HALL ECK, Washinlrton, D . C.: 
Despatch of to- day received. Am delighted at the arrangement, and it shall 

receive my m08t hearty concurrence. I will telegraph very full to General Canby 
to-day at Cairo. 

I hllve been all day reconnoitring the mountain range, through whose gap 
the railroad and common road pass. By to-night McPherson will be in Snake 
Creek Gap t.hreatening Resaca, and to-morrow all will move to the attack. 
Army in good E'pirits and condition. ' r hope Johnston will fight here, instead of 
drawing me far down into Georgia. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General . 

. , 
[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tkefield, Tunnel Hill, Georgia, May 8, 1864. 

Major General CANBY, 
Commanding Division if West Mississippi, Cairo, Illinois: 

I am rejoiced that you are to command ~est of the MiSSissippi, and will 
heartily concur in anything that you may undertake. 

A. J. Smith hilS his own division and the fragments of two others. r am wil­
ling you should have Smith permanently, but the other fragments should be 
sent to McPherson as soon as you can spare thcm. The garrisons of Colnmbus, 
Kentucky, Memphis, 'I'ennessee, Vicksburg and Natchez, MisBi8sippi, will he 
instructed, through General.McPherson, rommander of that department, to co-ope­
rate in anything you may undertake. 

r can give you but little information, as Steele's reports are very meagre, and 
Banks does not l'eport to me. Arkansas is the field of danger, and you sh ould 
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hasten there to see General Steele. His wagons having been captured by the enemy, 
he will need more; but unless you have the control of the resources of Mis­
souri and Kansas, you may not be able to cover them against raids. The firm 
possession o~ Alc~andria and ~ittle Rock would prevent the passage ~f the 
enemy to }Ilssourl, but each pomt should be strong enough to act I)ffenslvely. 
I would have no hesitation in seizing any horses and mules in the country and 
subs.isting on the country, unless the people prevent raids and small guerilla 
operations. We must, of' course, provide against organized armies, but can hold 
the country people responsible for the acts of guerillas. Such towns as Monroe, 
Alexandria. and Natchitoches should be held responsible for attacks on boats; 
for if thfJy fire on boats with women and children in, we can fire and burn houses 
with womeu and childrcn. 

At Memphis and Helena you will get all the information possible of the state 
of affairs since I left. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

(Cipher telegram.] 

. HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

in the field, Tunnel Hill, Georgia, 8 p. m.; ~1ltIay 9, 1864. 
General HALLECK, Cltiefo/' Staff, Washington, D. a.: 

We have been fighting all day against precipices and mountain gaps to keep 
J ohuston's army busy, whilst McPherson could march to Resaca to destroy the 
railroad behind him. I heardfrom McPherson up to two (2) p. m., when he was 
within a mile and a half of the railroad. AfLer breaking the Toad good, his 
orders are to retire to the mouth of Snake Creek Gap, and be ready to work on 
J ohnstou's flank in case he retreats sout!1. I will pitch in again early in the 
morning. l!'ighting has been mostly skirmishing, and casualties smnll. Mc­
Phersou has the army of. the Tennessee, twenty-three thousand (23,000,) and 
only encountered cavalry, so that Johnston did not measure his strength at all. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lYIajor General. 

[Cipher telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISJO:V OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Tunnel Hill, Ga., May 10, 1864-7 a. m. 
Major General HALLECK, Washington, D. C: 

I am starting for the exlreme front in Buzzard Roost Gap, and make this 
despatch that you may understand Johnston acts purely on the defensive. 
am attacking him on his strongest fronts, viz ., west 'and north, till McPherson 
breaks his line at Resaca, when I will swing roul1'l through Snake Oreek Gap 
and interpose between him and Georgia. I am not .driving things too fast, be­
cause I want two co-lumns of cavalry that are rapidly coming up to me from the 
rear-Stoneman .on my left and Garrard ou my right; both due to-day. Yes­
terday I pre~sed hard to prevent Johnston detaching against McPherson, but 
to-day I w;ll be more easy, as I be1ieve~IcPherson has destroyed Resaca, wlwu 
he is ordered to fall back to the mouth of Snake Creek Gap and act against 
Johnston's Hank when he does start. All are in good condition. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

I 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION 0]0' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tllCfiel£l, Tunnel Hill, l¥Jay 10, 1864. 

GEi\'ERAL: I think you are sati~fied that your troops cannot take Rocky 
Face Ridge, and also the attempt to put our columns into the jaws of Buz:t:ard 
Roost would be fatal to us. 

Two plans of action suggest themselves: . 
1st. By night to replace Schofield's present command by Stonemnn's cavalry, 

which should be neal' at hand, and to rapidly move your entire army, the men 
along the base of John's Monntain by the Mill Oreek road to Snake Oreek 
Gap, and join McPherson, while the wagons are moved to Villanow. When 
we are joined to McPherson, to move from Sugar Valley on Resaca, interpos­
ing ourselves between that place and Dalton.. Oould your army and McPhcr­
son's surely whip Joe Johnston 1 

2d. I cast loose from the railroad altogether and move the whole army on the 
same objective point, leaving Johnston to choose his course. 

Give orders for all your troops to be ready with three days' provisions, and 
to be prepared to march to-night. I expect to hear from McPherson and Scho­
field as to their situation, also as to the near approach of Stoneman. He was 
at Oharleston yesterday, and is apprized of the necessity for haste. Do you 
think any danger to McPherson should make us delay one day? 

Please give me the benefit of your opinion on these points. 
Yours, &c., 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

Major General THOMAS, Present. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Tunnel Hill, Ga., May 10, 1864. 

GENERAL: Keep yr ur entire command ready to move to this place. Mc­
Pherson did not break the railroad, although he reached Resaca, which he found 
fortified and manned. I may make one or two moves, and either or both very 
suuden, take up my whole command and move to Resaca, or leave YOll here 
with Stoneman's cavalry at the point now occupied by you, to cover this nar­
row outlet, and with 'l'homas to issue on the east of Rocky ~"ace, at Sugar Val- . 
ley, and interpose between Johnston and his base. 'rhe latter I prefer. If 
possible, hllrry Stoneman, and write me your opinion. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

l¥Jajor General Commanding. 
:iHajor General SCHOFIELD, 

Rocky Face, ~. 

HEADQUAWI:EIIS Mn.ITA RY DIVISION OF 'fHR MISSISSIPPI, 
in tltefield, Tunnel Hill, },Iay 10, 18G4. 

GRN ERAL: I propose to leave hereabouts one (1) of your corps, say Howard's, 
the cavalry of Colonel McOook, and the cavalry of General Stoneman, to keep 
up the feint of a direct attack on Dalton through Buzzard Roo~t, as long as 
possible, and with all the remainder of twe three armies to march to and through 
Snake Creek Gap, and to attack the cn0my in force from that quarter. 

Yon may at once commence the necessary preparations, and give orders that 
the force left here is to be under the command of the senior officer, who will 
strip his command light, sending all spare wagons to Ringgold; that the cars 
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r\ln dllily to thic point with daily supplies, but the main stores to be at Ring- • 
<'"old; that the cavalry watch well the pa8ses north of Tunnel lIiIl, and at Ray's 
Gap, and that in case the enemy detect the diminution of the fOl"ce and attack, 
it gradually wit.hdraw in the direction of Ringgold, but defend that point at all 
costs ; that a locomotive and construction tmin be kept here with orders, and 
prepared, if this retrograde movement be made neccssary i that the party shall 
t.ake up at intervals rails, so as to make a repair train necessary to replace 
them i this that the enemy may not have the track to facilitate his movement 
in pursuit. A few mils should at oncll be removed at some point east of the 
tunnel that can again be put down when we want it done. 

The pa~s at Snake creek iii represented as vel'}' narrow. Please instruct a 
division to be there to-morrow, provided with axes and spades, so to widen the 
road as to .enable the passage of wagons i also to facilitate the mareh of troops 
by roads and paths outside the wagon track. 

General Stoneman will be at VarneU's to-night, and by to-morrow night all 
his command will be in, so that we will calculate all to go to Snake Creek and 
close up on General MePherson during the day after to-morrow. As soon as 
General Stoneman comes, I will cause him to relieve Colonel McCook on that 
flank, s6 that you may send him to replace General Genry at Ray's road. Let 
the troops move as much u,nder COVEll' as possible i wagons going round by Vil­
lanow, and the troops by the Mill Creek road. General Schofield will either 
go round by Villanow or follow General Newton. 

I am, &c., 
W. 'I'. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General THOMAS, 

Commanding Army qf the Cumberl'and. 

HEADQUARTEIlS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE "MISSISSIPPI, 
If! the}ie7d, Tunnel Hill, Georgia, May 10, 1864. 

GENERAL: I shall attack Johnston through Snake Creek Gap. I will take 
your three infantry divisions along, bnt for the time will have to leave General 
Stoneman to guard the point now occupied by you, and to keep up a delusion 
as long as posssible. I propose to leave General Howard here so light and so 
familiar with the ground that Johnston cannot strike him. I havc made some 
orocrs accordingly, and without attracting too much attention you may pre: 
pare to move about the day aft.er to-morrow by Villanow and the gap. 

It may be necessary to start in the night to avoid being seen. Get all your 
wagons in the best order possible, and send for Stoneman to come over to see 
me. I want to give him some personal instructions. 

I regret I cannot, under the circumstances, relieve General Hovey, because I 
know General Grant esteems him. and gave him the promise of this division. 
He was peculiarly noted in .the affair at Champion Hills, and had quite a name 
as brigadier. 

I do not propose to keep any supplies here, but t.o send all that are not is­
sued back to Ringgold, and if the enemy are drawn here, we will make short 
work of them at Dalton. I propose to take McPherson, twenty-three thousand 
(23,000 i) General 'l'homas, thirty thousand, (30,000,) nnd you twelve thou­
sand, (12,000,) with Garrard's cavalry at Villanow i :McCook between this and 
Villanow, and G,enr;ral Stoneman north of the tunnel. On the contrary, I nm 
glad to have you at all times give me your unqualified opinion freely and fully. 

Can in the regiment at Red Clay, and continue the force at Charleston to 
keep on the north bank and guard the bridge. General Thomas will instruct 
the Cleveland garrison, and I will have a construction train run down to. Var 
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nell's and take up a train load of iron, and run it into Chattanooga, so that the 
enemy c.aunot use the road whilst we are south of them. . 

Chattanooga cannot be taken by Johnston with us on his heels. I will risk 
that. . 

I think all the chances are in favor of the move. General McPherson is al­
ready there; General Hooker has gone in support, and the defences of Dalton 
will not avail Johnston if we interpose between him and Georgia. Buzzard 
Roost is as hard to pass out as in. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN,Major General Commanding. 

Major General SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Army of the Oltio. 

I wish you would have Stoneman come to see me the moment you can. 
He can bring his cavalry near you and send here for corn. 

W.T.S.. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY D"-/SION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the.fi~ld, Tunnel Hill, May 10, 1864-. 

GENERAL: The BozzaI'd Roost Gap is so well defined, and naturally is so 
strong, that I will undertake to attack Johnston through Snake Creek Gap in this 
manner: 

General Hooker's corps ilj.. ordered already to support you; his troops will ar­
rive to-morrow and next day, and will be instructed to widen and improve the 
road through the gap, so that wagons may pass going and coming, and troops 
may march by paths alongside. You had better do this at your end of the gap 
at once. Another corps of General 'l'homas's (Palmer'S) will folIow and then Gen­
eral Schofield's. We expect·alI to be in motion the day after to-morrow, and to 
mask the movement as much as possible. General Howard will remain here 
with his corps, and will keep up the feint till the last moment, and if forced 
back will be prepared to do so, having sent 1Jack in advance all his supply 
wagons, and alI incumbrances. He will have a small division of cavalry to 
watch the road between this. and Snake Creek Gap, the -same where General 
Geary now is, and Stoneman with two brigades of cavalry to his north and east. 

'l'his force wiII cover us to the north j Garrard's newly arrived cavalry will 
guard to the south and west, and we must take care of ourselves. 

Once through the gap, I would interpose between Johnston and Resaca, and 
may, if it can be done quick, attack Resaca or Johnston. In the mean time, mask 
your own force as much as possible, but hold your own, and look well to se­
cure the mountain range to the east and north. A single peak held by a reg­
iment becomes n key to the whole range. I wish you to calculate to have ten 
days' supplies, and to send your wagons to the rear, not to come up till the time 
expires, or you order them. . 

I have a note from General Schofield, who says that one brigade of General 
Stoneman got to Cleveland to-day, and another will" to· morrow, so that we may 
}Jot be able to put our project in operation by the day after to-morrow, but we 
will get all ready. We can give you supplies here. If you think it practicable 
you may order General Kilpatrick to make a strike at tbe railroad. If John­
ston passes down, can't you hit him in flank, or has he too mnny roads 1. 
Can't you get a road or find a way from the mouth of the valley across three. 
or four miles north of Resaca 1 Do you think Johnston has yet discovered 
the nature of your force 1 'Write me fully. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN,Majar General Commanding. 

l\Iajor General MCPHERSON, 
• Commanding Army of the Tenneaaee. 
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[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tl~efield, Tunnel Hill, Georgio, May 10, 1864. 

Major General HULECK, Washington, D. C.: 
General McPherson reached Resaca but found the place strongly fortified and 

guarded, and did not break the road. According to his instructions, he drew back 
to the debouche of the gorge, where he has a strong defensive position and guards 
the only pass into the valley of the Oostanaula available to us. Buzzard Roost 
Gap, through which the railroad passes, is natnrally and artificially too 8trong 
to be attempted. I must feign on Buzzard Roost, hut pass through Snake 
C.·eek Gap and place myself. hetween Johnston and Resaca. where we will 
have to fight it out. I am makipg the preliminary move. Certain that J obnston 
can make no detachments, I will be in no hurry. .My cavalry is just approacb­
ing from Kentucky and Tennessee,. detained by the difficulty of getting horses 
and even now it is less than my minimum. . 

W. T. SHEHMAN, J.lfajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION 0)0' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Tunnel Hill, Georgia, May 11, 1864. 

GENERAL: I received by courier. in the night, yours of !'j and 6.30 p. m. of 
yesterday. You will also during the night have come to the same conclusiOll. 

You now have your twenty-three thousand, (23.000.) and General Hooker is 
in close support, so that you can hold all Joe Johnston's army in check should he 
abandon Dalton. He can't afford to abandon Dalton, for he has fixed it up 80 
well for us, and he observes we are close at hand waiting for him to quit. He 
can't alford a detachment strong enough to figh t you, as his army will not admit 
of it. 

Strengthen your position, fight anything that comes, and threaten the safety 
of the railroad all the time. But to tell the truth, I would rather he would stay 
ill Dalton two more days, when he may find a larger party than he expects in 
an open field. At all events we can then choose our ground, and he will be 
forced to move out of hill works. I do not intend to put a column into Buzzard 
Roost Gap.at,.present. 

See that JOu are in easy communication with me and all headquarters. 
After to·day the supplies will be at Ringgold. 

Yours, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

lYlajrrr General Commanding. 
Major General MCPHERSON, 

Commanding Army'!! the Tennessee, Sugar Valley, Georgia. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tl~efield, Tunnel Hill, Georgia, May 11,1864. 

GENERAL: The indications are that Johnston is evacuating Dalton. . In that 
event, Howard's and the cavalry will pursue, and all the rest will follow your 
route. I will be down early in the moroing. 

'Try to strike him if possible about the forks of the roads. 

Hooker must be with you now, and you might send General Garrard by So­


merville to threaten Rome and that flank. I will canse all the lines to be felt 
at once. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
MajOT' General Commanding. 

General MCPHERSON, Sugar Valley. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlufield, near Resaca, May 13, 1864-2! p. m. 

General THOMAS, Commanding A"my 0/ the Cumberland: 
Until I hear that Joe Johnston is south of the Oostanaula, I would not cross 

at Lay's; we must first interpose between Dalton and Resaca, threatening the 
latter all the time. I want Hooker right and McPherson left strong until we 
encounter Johnston, who has not yet got below Resaca I think. If he retreat 
east we have the advantage. I want the pontoons up and to secure the railroad 
on Hookcr's right. Palmer should join on to Hooker and Hooker should be 
strong. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major GenC1'al Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI~SISSIPPI, 
In tAe field, Snake Creek Gap, May 13, 1864. 

:Major General THOMAS, Commanding, q.c. : 
I want the pontoon bridge laid at the best point near Lay's ferry, near the 

mouth of Lick or Snake Creek. I enclose a sketch made to-day by a seem­
ingly intelligent officer. 

As soon as I know the pontoons have started down the road, I will send all 
the cavalry here to cross the bridge and will order all of General Schofield's 
army to move as soon as it is demonstrated Johnston has actually retreated. 

In the mean time turn the train toward the mouth of Snake Creek, and after 
an hour's work about daylight we call discover whether the rebel army pro­
poses to fight us or not at o~ ncar Resaca. • 

Contemporaneous with laying the double bridge, I will m'der Garrard to move 
down to all the passes towards Home to disturb them in flank. 

Please give the necessary directions that the pontoon be carried down Snake 
Creek valley under a good escort, alld to be held about a mile back of view till 
it be ordered to the bank. The sketch indicates Tanner's. 

At daylight I want you from the extreme left of your army (General Pal­
mer's) to swing into the railroad and General Hooker hold pretty..r,trong on his 
own ground, and the instant my mind is clear that Johnston WIll not do his 
fighting here, I will turn General Schofield toward the pontoon at Lay's or 
'1'al1n('r's. Let your engineer copy this sketch and return it. 

Send orders round to General Howard to pass down the vaHey, keeping his 
main force down by the Rome road and the cavalry down by the railroad. 

W. T. ~mERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HBADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Snake Creek Gap, May 13, 1864. 

General STONEMAN, Commanding Cavalry: 
Your note of to-day was received; very good indeed. Press down the valley 

strong and communicate with me. Your messenger will find me where there is 
most noise of artillery or near !tesaca.. You can safely move on parallel roads 
by brigades. Let your packs follow on the heels of the column. Pick up 
whatever of provisions and plunder you can. ' 

W. T. SHERl\IAN, 
.Major General Commanding. 
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HblADQUARTERS :MILITARY DIVISION O~' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Resaca, May 13, 1864-11 p. m. 

GEN ERA L: At daybreak send a regiment of infantry towards Dalton, about 
three (3) miles t.o the point near Swamp creek, where the Rome and Calhoun 
roads come together, and where General Palmer is ordered to send a regiment 
from this quarter. At the same time let a good staff officer with a reg iment 
make a road across to us from the head of your column, to the left of our 
present line of battle, which you may estimate as on this (the Oalhoun) road, 
t.wo miles north of R esaca. In case of heavy battle, and your picket at the 
Swamp creek end reports no heavy force of' infantry, come across to support 
General Thomas. In case you hear no sounds of heavy battle, get all ready 
to move wi th celerity down Snake Creek Valley to its mouth , near which, to­
morrow, I will lay the double pontoon bridge. I propose you shall pass the 
Oostanaula first with your three divisions. 

W. T SHERMAN, 
Major Geneml Commanding. 

General SC"HOFIELD, 
Commallding Army of Ohio. 

HEADQUAHTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, ncar Resaca, May 14-1864. 

GEN ERA(.: As I wrote you last night, [ intended to cross the Oostanaula, 
south by your Ipft, but Schofield has swung round so far to tile north or left 
that time will be lost. 

The pontoons will be in an haul' or 80 at a point au Snake creek, near its 
mouth,.with Captain l\Ierrill, United Stater; engineers, in charge. Send oue 
divisiou immediately with the necessary artillery, to effect a lodgement on the 
other side, under direction of your engineer, and us the day devel"ps send other 
divisions in order, so as to march out from the Oostanaula, from about Lay's 
ferry on Rome, keeping the right. You may begin the march at once, and fol­
low it up as fa~t flS it is demonstrated that J 0llll8ton has retreated in fact. He 
left nothing at Dalt.on, and moves in too much order for a retreat. Therefore 
be duly cauti{,\l~, bllt prompt to engage. If a part of your command gets into 
Rcsllca, withdraw it t,o General Thomas, who will continue to follow substan­
tially the railrO>Hl to Kingston. • 

A division of cavalry under Genel'Hl Corse has aheady gone down along the 
Oostalluula to hold all the (:rossing places" I will send Genernl Garrard from 
Villanow, by Dirt town and Dry creek, to cross the Oostanaula above Rome. 
All this cavalry will be on your right. Howard and Stoneman were last night 
close on the rear guard, about Swampy. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

General MCPHERSON, 
• Commanding A1"my of T ennessee. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :MISSISSIPPI, 
I//, tIle field, near Ressaca, Ga., May 14, 1864-8l a. m. 

GENERAL: Your r1espatch of this 7 a. m. is received. Your position is a 
good one and you- may retain it, connecting strong with General Palmer or 
General Thomas. • 

I snpp.ose General Howard will come. au to yOll\' real' as support, in couse 
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quence of our line having swung around to the right. I will move sonth by the 
right flank. I have sent Captain Poe to explain, so yon will remain as now, 
and General l\fcPherson will secure a crossing at Lay's and operate on the 
enemy's line of retreat. All well here. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Maj()7' General Commanding. 

:Major General SCHOFIELD, 
Commanding Army of Ohio. 

HEADQUAHTERS l'lfIL1TARV DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Re-saca, May 14, 18&4. 

GENERAL: By the flank movement on Resaca we have forced .Johnston to 
evacuate Dalton, and we are on his flank and rear, but the paralleli<lm of the 
valleys and mountains does not give us all the advantage of an open country, 
but I will press him all that is possible. Weather fille and troops in fine 
order. All is working well and as fast as possible. 

I have announced in orders NIr. · Stanton's despatcll as to the victory of 
Spottsylvania. Let us keep the ball rolling. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

General HALLECK, 
IVashington, D. C. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE l\fISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Resaca, May 14, 1864-8 p. m. 

Major Genera.l HALLECK, Washington, D. C. 
We llave had hard fighiing all day. Johnston purely on the defensive. The 

place has small detached redoubts alld an immense amount of riHe.trenches. lYe 
have closed the enemy well in, gaining ground slowly, but surely, all day. ' The 
country is very rough and woody. I will renew the attack at D.ll points to­
morrow, and continue till Johnston retreats, and then shall follow. General 
Sweeney's division, 16th corps, with a pontoon train tried to cross the Oosta­
naula at Lay's ferry, below Calhoun, but was stoutly opposed by It heavy force . 
ill the dense timber, on the opposite bank. General Howard's corps followed 
the enemy down from Dalton, and his right now joins to our main line, and 
my forces are all united, the line extending from the Oostanaula above to below 
the town. General Stoneman's cavalry division is on the eaRt of the river, 
and Glmeral Garrard's division of cavalry is sent round by the right to cross the 
Oostananla above Rome, if possible, and break the railroad north of Kingston. , 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, • 
Maj()7' General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Resaca, May 14, 1864 . . 

GENERAL: Your despatch of 61 p. m. is received, and tlfe general-in-chief is 
well s3(.isfied. If you can move your force to-morrow over on to the Coosa­
wattce into a strong position, and selJd a force sufficient to break the railroad 
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below Resaca, yon will please the general very much. He says not to risk 
your commllnd too much, uor too. much of it, but break tbe railroad good, if pos­
sible, and do the enemy all the damage you can. 

L. M. DAYTON, Aide-de-Camp. 
Major General STO~EMAN, 

Commanding Cavalry. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tkefield, near Rf'Saca, May 15, 1864. 

Major General HALLECK, WasMngton, D. C.: 
We have been fighting all day, pressing the enemy, and gaining substantial 

advantage at all points. ....Ne will strengthen tIle line of circumvallation so as 
to spare a large force to operate across the Oostanauia, below Resaca. Two 
pontoon bridges are over at LaY'R ferry. The enemy attacked the brigade 
thrown across to co,'er the bridge, but was handsomely repulsed, leaving' forty 
(40) dead. I cannot estimate our dead and wounded, up to this hour, but it 
will not fall much short, of three thousand, (3,000.) The cars now run down to 
within seven (7) miles · of us, and we have every facility to provide for the 
wounded. 

The troops fight well, and everything works smoothly. We intend to fight 
Joe' Johnston until he is sati.,fied, and I hope he will not attempt to escape; if 
be does, my bridges are down, and we will be after him. The country is 
mountainous and heavily wooded, giving the party on the defen&ive everyadvan­
tage, and our losscs result mostly from sharpshooters and ambush firing. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major ~eneral Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HBADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in tlte field, near Resaca, May] 6, 1864. 

GEXERAL: Despatch a good division down the old Rome road, which passes 
down the west of the Oostanaula, four. (4) miles west of this, to Farmer's 
bridge, which is eight (8) miles north of Rome. 'l'here will be fonnd General 
Garrard's train of artillery, which he will leave there while he operates against 
the flank of J ohuston's r'!treating army. 

Order tIle diviiion to leave its train to follow its corps, and to cross the Oos­
tanallia and move towards Kingston till .it rejoins its own corps, whose route of 
march will be on Kingston. 'rake t.he<division from that corps-say Palmer's, 
Baird's; 01' Jeff. Davis's-which will, i suppose, be your right flank as you 
move soutli, and can most easily effect its junction. . 

I want this division to move at Ollce, and rapidly. The· bridge is standing. 
W. T' SHERMAN, 

Major Geneml Commanding. 
General THOJlIAS, 

Commanding Army CurtWerland, Present • 

• 
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[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS .MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Resaca, ll1ay 16, a. m. 

l\lajor General HALLECK, lVasltington, D. C.: 
'We are in possession of Resaca. It is a strongly fortified position, besides 

being a strong natural position. vVe saved the common road bridge, but tbe rail­
road bridge ill burned. The railroad is good to this point, and onr cars will run 
here to-day. Our columns are lIOW crossing the Oostanaula-Genentl McPher­
son at Lay's ferry, General Thomas here, and General Schofield about New 
'1'own. 

vVe wil'l pursne smartly to the Etowah. Generals Stoneman's and Garrard's 
cavalry are trying to geL in rear of the enemy, and I hope will succeed. Our 
difficulties will increase beyond the Etowah, but if Johnstoll will not fight llS 

behind stich works as we find here, I will fight him on any open ground he may 
stand at. All well and in high spirits. We have about a thousand prisoners 
and eig'ht (8) gnns. 

W. T. SHER\IAN, 
llIaior General Commanding. 

HEADQ.UARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THg MISsiSSIPPI, 
in tllCfidd, Resaca, May 16, 1864. 

GENERAL: I will attend General Thomas1 army to-morrow, and expect to 
be at or beyond Adairsville to-morrow night. I wiEh y.ou to pll'h somewhat, and 
to be as [war abreast as possible. I expect yO\1 will cross Coos[twattee by one 01' 

the other of the fords about Field's, and to move via Big Spriug to near the 
point where so many roads seem to centre, about tour (4) miles east of Alex­
andria. / 

Yours, truly, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
l\Iajor General SCHOFIELD, 

Commanding Army if Ohio 

HEADQ.UAIlTEIlS MILITARY DIVISION OF Tim )rISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Resaca, lV1ay 16, 1864. 

Gr,;NBRAL: I will attend General 'l'homas'~ army to-morrow, -and hope to 
reach Adairsville. YOll had better Dlass your men a little in front of Calhoun, 
und when you know 'phomas ill advancing south of Calhoun, keep abreast or a 
litt.le ahead of him. I presume you are all across the Oostal[]lluia. You may 
order the pontoon train to take up t,he bridges and follow you to the Etowah. 
General Thomas has a trestlc-Lritlgc here, one pontoon, and one made- 011 the 
wreck of the railroad bridge, yet the- pa~sage has been slower thall I estimated. 

will push the column to-murrow. General Hooker is off to the left, some­
where, but not at New 'l'own. 

The road laid down on the cloth map by McGuire's and Woodland is your 
true course, provided the enemy has, on my theory, retreated on Alatoonu.. 
Bear in mind that General Garrard's cavalry is in your front, and that General 
Jeff. Davis's division of the 14th eorps is on the west bank of the Oostanaula, 
approaching a bridge eight (8) miles above Rome. His route will bring him by 
McGuire's und Woodland. 

I 
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Be sure to communicate your position to-morrow night, and if you fire signal­
gun~, with five minntes intervals, I will understand it as your head of column. 

I am, &c., 
W. 'r. SHERMAK, 

I)!ajor Gfneral Comma'fuli7lf,'. 
General .J. 13. MCPHERSON, 

Commanding Army if Tennessee. 

[Cipher.] 

HEAOQlJARTERS .MILITARV DJ"ISIO;V OF THE )iIS8JSSJPPI, 
Tn thejieZrZ, Resaca, lI!Jay 17, 1864. 

Major Gencral HALLECK, Wasltington, D. C . .. 
Get Captain Mcrrill's map at the chief cngincer's office, as I usc it in my de­

~patches. 
General l\fcPherl!on is all across the 008tanaula, at Lay's ferry. and is ont 

abreast of Calhoun. 
General Thomas is acr<;?ss here, wherc wc have improvised thrce (3) bridgcs, 

and Gcncral Schoficld has passed the Connasauga at Fite's ferry, and will pass 
the Coosawattee ncar Ficld'",. To-night I propose my three heads of columns 
to be abreast of Adairsville. Johnston will be compelled to fight on this side 
of the Etowah, 01' bc forced to divide his army, or give up either Rome or Ala­
loona. If he attempts to hold both, I will break the line at Kingston. If he 
concentrntcs at Kingston, I will break his railroads, right and left, and will fight 
him square in front. lily belief is he will abandon Kingston and Rome, and 
retire on Alatoona, beyond the Etowah, in which ease I will fix up my roads to 
Kingston, and then determine in what manner to advance beyond the Etowah. 
It will take five days to repair the railroad bridge here. We are abundantly 
8upplied, and our animals are improving on the grass and grain fields, which 
now afford good pasture. 

I start in person now for Adairsville. I think everything has progrcEsed and 
is }>rogre8sing as favombly as we could expect, but I know we must have one 
or more bloody battles such as have characterized Gelleral Grant'fI terrific stnig­
gles. J obnston has Hardee's, Hood's. and Polk's corps, with irregular!' allCl 
militia on hill lincs of communication. 

H ·i!' cavalry outnumbers ours, but acts on the defensive. 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Majer GenNa!. 

HEADQUARTERS MILI'rARY DIVIS/o:\c OF TilE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tllefield, near Adairsville, May 17, 1864. 

GBl':ERAL: It is probable, on reaching Adairsville in the early morning, we 
will find the enemy has retreated, 7!ia Cassville. If such be the case, I want 
you t.o put your bead of column afte1' him as far as Cassville, when I will de­
t.ermine whether ~o continue the pursuit as far aH Cart.ersville, 01' let him go. I 
prcfer he should divide betweE'lI Rome and Cartersville, in which event yon will 
march directly 011 Kingston. I will be with yon in the moming, and only men­
tion the~e points that you may instruct your i£·aeling eli vision. I wish you would 
put one of your boldest division commanders to lead to-morrow, anel explain to 
him that General McPherson is cloge on his right, and General Schofield on his 
left, /lnd that two heavy eolumIt~ of cRvalry, Garrllrd's and Stoneman'~, havp 

5* 
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orders to dtrike the road; the one between Kingston lind Rome, and the other 
between Kingston and Cartersville. 

Instead of skirmishing only with the rear guard, it should be attacked promptly 
by his whole division, dep10yed in whole or part, according to the ground, but 
it should be preceeded by the usual skirmish line. 

A rca! battle to-morrow might save u~ much work at a later period. 
Yonrs, &c., 

W. T. SHERl\IAN, 
lvIajo1" General Commanding. 

:'.Iajor General THOMAS, 
Commanding Army and Depm·tment if Cumberland. 

HEADQUARl'EBS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
. Near Adairsville, evening, May 17, 1864. 

GBN BRAL: I send my aid, Captain Audenreid, to you, who will tell you· all 
you wish to know. I fear you have got your cavalry too far east to do much 
good at this time . Instead of goillg up the Selahquat, the Pine Log would have 
been bettp.l'. I want you to-morrow night to strike the enemy in flank, between 
Cassville and Cartersville, or Etowah bridge, (railroad;) a small section of the 
road should be broken, enough to take a couple of days to mend. 

It is also important that you should measure your fighting qualities with the 
enemy's cavalry about Cassville. I am sure YOIl can beat them, but it should be 
done suddenly, so as to produce a salutary effect, and be a moral force · to you 
in after operations. If you need it, General Schofield will give you ~IcOook's 
cavlllry, but wl~atcver is done should be doue to-morrow. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
l.lIIajor General Commanding. 

?fajor General STO:'lBMAN, 
Commanding Cavalry. 

HEADtlUAItTRRS J[U.ITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tl~efield, evening, May 17,1864. 

GBNEIIAL: Captain Poe is here, and has explained your difficulties. I want 
your head of column up at the intersection of the roads, about four (4) miles east 
of Adairsyille, a8 early as possible, always with the standing order, that if you 
hear the soundJ:l of serious battle YOIl turn toward it; otherwise, shape your course 
towards Kingston. 

General 'I'homas's head of column is against a pretty stubborn rear guard, 
which fights at every point, and as he can present nothing but a head of column, 
the enemy delays us, and saves the time he needs to remove his stores and army. 
It may bo to·morrow I will turn your column to Cassville, and the railroad due 
south of Cassville, with a view to strike the flank of a retreating army; but unless 
you get such orders from me, incline towards Kingston with your infantry, but 
send McCook's cavalry to Cassville and the railroad, giving him always your 
head of infantry as a point d'appni in case he encounters a very superior force; 
but tell McCook that it is all·important to the cavalry arm to impress the enemy 
with a fear of him, as it will be an element of strength in our future operations. 

Kingston is ollr present objective point, and from there I will make new dis­
positioDl!. 

Youre, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Comman.dip.g. 
Major General SCHtWIELI>, 

Commanding 1lrmy '?! Ohio. 
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HRADQllAR'l'ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TH~: ~IlsslssIPPI, 
Near Adairsl'ille, .May 17, 1864-12 m. 

General :MCPIIERSON, Commanding Army if tlte 1bmessee: 
Come via Adairsville, but try and keep on some road west of the railroad. 

This road now is almost blocked with men, wagons, &c. I am not surprised 
tbat you were in doubt whether we were in battle or skirmish. Onr troops will 
fire away so much powder; but it was pretty smart ~kirmishing, and has cost 
us over a hundred wounded, though I still believe it was a rear guard covering 
the movement of trains. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

lIfajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY Dlv,ISION OF TilE :MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltejield, near Adairsville, ]l;la!J 17, 1864-6! p. m . ... 

General :MCPHERSC:'<, Commanding Army if the Tennessee: 
Direct your march early to-morrow to Adairsville, and order Garrard and the 

cavalry of Colonel Murray to make a dash on the railroad between Home and 
Kingston (if not already done) to-nigltt. 

General Stoneman is on the other flank, and will attempt to break the road 
bctween Kingston and Etowah bridge. If not done to-night there will bc no 
use of doing it at all, as I take it the enemy is trying to make time to save his 
material from his army and from Rome. I take it for granted General Garrard 
is near you. We wont go iuto Adairsville to-night. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Gencml Commanding. 

[Cipher. J 

HEADQUARTERS MIl.ITARY DIVISION OF THE ~IISSISSIPPI, 
lit tltejield, Adairsville, Georgia, May 18, 1864. 

nIajor General HALLECK, lVas/tingtolt, D. C.: 
.Johnston passed ladt night here. We overtook him at sundown yesterday, 

and skirmished heavily with his rear till ark. In the morning he was gone, 
and we arc after him. By to-night all the heads of column will be near Kings­
ton, whither .Johnston is moving. Whether be proposes to fight thcre or not 
we cannot tell, but to·morrow will know, for I propose to attack him wherever 
he mlly be. Our cavalry has not yet succeeded in breaking the railroad to his 
rcar. 

I now have four heads of column, all directed on Kingston, with orders to br! 
within four miles by nigbt. Weather fine, roads good, and the country more 
open and less mountainous. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
1I1(1jo1' General. 

lIEADQUARTEHS MILITAny DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 
In tn.r.jield, 3~ miles/rom ]{ingston, May 18, 1864=10~ p. m. 

GENERAL: Yours of 1 p. m. is at hand. I was in hopes you would be fur­
ther ahead by to~night, but the roads are not suited to a concentric movement 
on Kingston, and we must approach the game as near as the case admits of'. 
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All the signs continue of Johnston's having rct,reated on Kingston, and why 
he should lead to Kingston if he designs to cover his trains to Cartersville I do 
not Bce, but it is probable hc has scnt to Aliltoona all he can by cars, and his 
wagons are escaping south of' the Etowah by the bridge and fords ncar Kings­
ton. In any hypothesis our plan is right. 

All of General 'l'homas's command will follow his trail straight j let it lead to 
dIe fords or towards Alatoona. You must shape your course to support GeneraL 
Hooker and strike the line of railway to his left. As soon as you can march 
in the morning, get up to General Hooker and act according to the develop­
ments. If we can bring Johnston to battle this side of Etowah we must do it, 
even at the hll:lard of beginning battle with but a part of our forces. If you 
hear the sounds of battle, direct your course so as to come up to the left of 
General Thomas's troops. If Johnston has got beyond Etowah, we will take 
two days to pick up fragments from Rome to Btowah. You will, in that event, 
still bear to the left and help General Stoneman, who should now be on the 
1'Ililrolld somewhere between Cassville and Cartersville. I will be at Kingston. 

Yours, 
W. T. SH~IUIAN. 

Ivlajor General Commanding. 
General SCHof'mLD, 

Army rif tlte Okio!, Montiller's Hill. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE iUISSIS!';II'PI, 
In tltefield, nem' Kingston, Georgia, May 18, 1864-10~ p. m. 

G~;NERAL: Early in the morning drop your wagons under escort, and move 
your entire command ready to deploy forward for battle on Kingston, and it 
may be to one or more of the crossing· places of the Etowah near that place. 
General 'l'homlls will continue to follow the broad, well-marked trail of J ohn­
ston's army, and you must act on his right, according to our general plan. 
Johnston may get his wagons across Etowah, and fight us this side, trying to 
fall on one or other of our columns. General Hooker is now within three miles 
of Cassville, and General Schofield is to his rear, with orders to come up on his 
left. Until we ascertain the course of the enemy after reaching Kingston, we 
cannot do better. The rear of Johnston's infantry could not have reached 
Kingston before one (1) p. m. to.day; 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

Gencrall\IcPHERSON, 
Commanding Army rif tlte T,-nnessee, on Barnsley Creek. 

}lJ.:AD{tUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TIIR MISSISSIPPI, 
ln tIlt field, near Kingstun, May 18, '1864-lOk p. m. 

GENERAL: Until we know exactly the course taken by Johnston from Kings­
ton, I cannot make orders more exact than those already existing. You arc 
now 011 the plain, well-marked trail of the enemy. You will early in the morn­
ing rene\\' the pursuit, following this trail till it leads beyond the Etowah or 
gets to the eastward of Cassville, when you will relinquish pursuit unless other­
wise ordered. General Schofield now is behind General Hooker, and is ordered 
p-arly in the morning to close lip and come up on his left. Let all your troops 
be in advance of all wagons, save ambulances and a moderal,e l1umber of am­
munition wag!>ns, and order the ellemy to be attacked if fUlInd. General 
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l\lcPherson should now be at vVc odland, and General Hooker about Two Run 
~reek. and can easily join you at Kingston by eight (8) or nine (9) a. m. 
hope Generals Garrard and Stoneman have done good work to-day. I will at­
tend your column to-morrow. Order up the pontoons, and ascertain the where­
abouts of General Jeff. C. Davis as soon as possible. 

Yours, &c., 
W. 'f. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General THOMAS, 

CummancHng ;trmy qf tIle Cumberland. Prr.wnl. 

HEADQUARTgRS MILITAUY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 
In thejield, near Kingston , May 18, 1864-12 m. 

GENERAL: I despatched a courier to you at :I.O~, ordering you early in the 
morning to move on Kingston, to which point General Thomas will also move, 
and where I will meet you. I now have General Garrard's report, and hope 
he is right in his conclusion that many locomotives and cars are west of the 
break in the railroad. Let General Garrard send a detachment of about one 
hundred (100) men to Rome, and to hunt up General Jeff. Davis; also, in 
casc of Rome being in our possession or evacuated, to scour the country west of 
Barnsley's creek aiO far as Oostanaula for prisoners, deserters, wagons, horses, &c. 

Let General Garrard with all his cavalry, a section of guns, but no wagons, 
move at the samh time with you on the point of Etowah river about two (2) 
milrs west of Kingston. j nst below the mouth of Connasene creek, where a bridge 
or ferry is represented; then in succession tbe other bridges and ferries supposed 
to be south of Kingston, and as far east as the road leading from the Saltpetre 
cave to Euharlee mill, and as much further as he thinks he can achieve anything, 
trying at all those points to make captures and boats if possible. He may count 
on our attacking Kingston, if 1I0t already abandoned, as also Cassville and its 
railroad station. 

General Stor;)eman should to-day have struck the flame railroad near Carters­
ville,by which we cannot fail to m1lke many captures of men and material 
to-morrow. 

Tell General Garrard to ride hard and do much to-morrow, with the promise 
of a two days' rest, and plenty of forage up by the car8 by the day after to-morrow. 
In the mean time, the pastures are all he could ask. . 

I am, &c., 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

l")![ajor General Commanding. 
General MCPHERSO:'l, 

Commanding Army qf Tennessee, Barnslr:.1j Crl'ek,. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITAR\ DIVISION OF THg ) I:lsSISSIPPI, 
In th~ jield, Kingston, Georgia, lIfay 19, 1864. 

GENERAL: General Thomas is passing through Kingston to the east, and 
will put the head of his column four miles east of the town, where a mill is 
represented on Two Run creek. General Hooker will join him at that point. 
I want YOll to put the head of your column at Cassville depot, your line facing 
east, and if you are in communication with General Stoneman put him toward 
Etowah bridge, (Pettit's creek.) Geneml GalTard will move south of the railroad. 

http:Barnslr:.1j
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and will come up on your right. Generall\fcPherson will halt here on Connasene 
for the present. Report to me your arrival, and also the distance to Pettit's 
creck, to Cartersville, and Etowah bridge. 

Yours, &c., 
W. 1'. SHERMAN, 

Major Gcneml Commanding. 
General SCHOFIELD, near Cassville. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DrvlslO:\, OF TH~: MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Kingston, May 19, Hi 64. 

GE;\ERAL: I feel certain that Johnston, after the affair at Resaca, docs not 
waut to fight us in t}:e comparatively open ground this side of Cartersville. 

I send with this, orders for General Schofield, which are a repetition of orders 
heretofore sent him by courier, to press down to the road, and to order General 
Stoneman to secure the passage of Pett.it's creek this side of Cartersville. General 
Garrard's cavalry is now at the bridge across Etowah, and Murray is coming to 
you to connect with General Hooker. Do you want General McPherson for­
ward 1 He has his troops so he can advance by two roads. Send me word. 
I wilt come forward in that event. Connect with General Hooker, and, if 
possible, crush or capture any force that is, as I think, caught between General 
Stoneman and you. 

Yours, tl'uly, 
W. 'r. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
General TIiOilIAS, 

Comma,"di1Ig Army if Cumberland.· 

HEADQCARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Kingston, Georgia, May 20, 18G4-1 a. m. 

GE!\,ERAL: My instructions for you to move toward Cassville depot were 
based on my theory, or supposition, that after passing" the Divide," or Grav­
elly plateau, the roads would divide naturally, one set leading to Kingston and 
one to Cassville depot. Knowing t.hat General Hooker would take the one to 
Kingston, I w~nted you to take the on~ towar~ Cassville, with some rapidit! of 
movement, to mcrease the ehal!ces of mterposlUg between the Etowah bndge 
and the enemy, falling back before General Thomas's head of column. Yester­
day I was very anxious that General Stoneman or yourself shoul<1 reach the 
road from Kingston to Etowah, for I saw by the siugular manceuvring of the 
I:!nemy, and the confusion of his wagon trains, how uneasy he was at fear of our 
capturing a part of his forces . 

Had ten thousand (10,000) men reached the railroad any time after] (J a. m. 
yesterday, we should have llad a signal success; whereas, Johnston will now 
encourage his men by his skilfully saving his army and baggage in the face of 
such odds. I know the difficulties of the roads and country, and merely mean 
to explain what I aimed to accomplish. 

I did expect to catch a part o.f the army retreating before us, but I take it for 
grunted that it is now impossible, and therefore wish simply to be assured that 
he has crossed Etowah, and that he there awaits our attack through the difficult 
pass of Alatoona. 

I do not propose to follow him through that pass, but rather to turn south 
from here, leaYing Alatoona to the north and east. I wish, therefore, that to­
day (the 20th) yon moye so as to strike the railroad east of Cassville, and then 
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turn east and pnsh the enemy past Cartersville lind across Elowah or High 
'rower Lridge. 

I left General Thomas's IH'.ad of column 011 the skirts of the village of Casso 
ville. He is ordlered to support yom attack. I have no doubt the ground is 
very difficult bctween Cassville and the bridge, and that you can alone push 
back any force of the enemy remaining this side of the bridge. Still, you may 
call on Generals 'rhomas and Stoneman, of course, for support. 

I will have the cars into Kingston alld Cassville to-day. Shall reph'nish t.he 
wagons, and then on. 

Yours, &c., 
W. '1'. SHER}IAK, 

~Major General Com1l1andillg. 
Major General SCHOFIELD, 

Commanding Army if Ohio. 

~Cipher.] 

HEADQUAllTgRS MILITARY DIVISro:v OF THE MI!;SISSII'PI, 

In tl.efield, Kingston, Georgia, May 19, 1864. 
Major General HALLECK, TVashington, D. C.: 

We entered Kingston this morning without opposition, and have pushed a 
column east as far as Cassville, skirmi~hing the latter pa.rt of the day with Hal'. 
dee's corps. The enemy has retreated south of the Etowah. To-morrow cars 
will move to this place and I will replenish our stores and get ready for the 
Chattahoochee. 'I'he railroad passes through a range of hills at Alatoona, which 
is doubtless being prepared for us, but I have no intention of going through it. 
I apprehend more trouble from our long trains of wagolls than from t.he fight.ing, 
though of course Johnston must fight hard for Atlanta. _ 

W. '1'. SHl'~RMAK, 
1l'Iajor General. 

I. 
[Cipher. ] 

HEADQl'ARTERS MILl'fARY DIVISIO:V OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Kingston, Georgia, Ma.7J 20, 1864. 
:i\Iajor General HALLECK, Washington, D. C. : 

tVe have secured two good bridges and an excellent ford across the Etowah. Our 
cars are now arriving with stores. I give two days' rest to replenish and fit up. 
On the 23d, I will cross the Etowah and move on Vallas. This will turn t.he 
Alatoona Pass. If Johnston remain at Alatoona I shall move on Marietta, but 
if he fall behind the Chattahooehe, I will make for Salldtown and Campbelton, 
but feign at the railroad crossing. 

Generai Davis's division occupies Rome, and fiuds a good deal of provisions 
and pb:nder, five iron-works and machinery. I have ordered the 17th army 
corps. General Blair'S, to march from Decatur to Rome. :My share of militia 
should be seut at once to covel' our lines of communicat.ion. Not.ify General 
Grant that I will hold all of Johnston's army to busy too send anything against 
him. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
M~ajor Gfnl'ral. 
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[Circular. ] 

HEADQUAHTBRS MILITARY 	DIVISION OF Till!: MI~8ISSIl'I'I, 
Kmgston, Georgia, M(ty 20, 1864. 

Inasmuch as <tn impression is afloat that the commanding general has pro­
hibited the mails to and from this army, he takes this method of assuring all, 
officers and men, that on the contrary he encourages them, by aU his illfluence 
and authority, to keep up the most unreserved correspondence with thcir fami­
lies and friends wherever they may be. Army, corps, and division commanders 
should perfect their arrangemcnts to receive and transmit mails, and all chaplains, 
staff officers, and captains of companies should assist the soldiers in communi­
cating with their families. 

What the commanding general does discourage is the maiutenance of that 
class of men who will not take a musket and fight, blYi who follow the army 
to pick up news for sale, speculating on a species of information dangerous to 
an army and to our cause, and who arc more used to bolster up idle ,wd worth­
less officers than to notice the hard-working and meritorious, whose modesty 
is generally equal to their courage, and who scorn to seek the cheap flattery of 
the press. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Geneeal. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUAltTJ<:HS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :MISSISSIPPI, 

}I/, tllejield, Kingston, Georgia, May 22, 1864.-8.30 p. m. 

General HALLECK, Washington, D. C.: 
'Veather hot, very, and roads dusty. We nevertheless by morning will have 

all our wagons loaded and be ready for a twenty days' expedition. I wiIlleavc 
a good brigade at Rome, a strong good point, about a thousand men to cover 
this point, but will keep no stores here to tempt an cnemy, until I have placed 
my army about Marietta, when I will cause the railroad to be repaired up to 
that point. 

I regard Resaca as the strong head of my line of operations till I reach the 
Chattahoochee. I have ordered the 17th corps to march from Decatur to Rome 
and to this point, to act in reserve till I call it forward. Returned veterans and 
regiments have more than replaced alll08ses and detachments, and we move to­
morrow with full eighty thousand (80,000) fighting men. 

General ~IcPherson crosses the Etowah at the mouth of Connasenc creek on 
a bridge, and moves for Dallas via Van Wert. 

General 'l'homas crosses by a bridge fonr miles southeast of Kingston and 
moves for 12allas, via Euharlee and Hunts\·ille. General Schofield crosses near 
Etowah cliffs on pontoons, and takes position on Thomas's left. I allow three 
(3) days to have the army grouped about Dallas, whence I can strike )Iarietta 
or the Chattahoochee, according to developments. 

You may not hear from us in some days, but be assured we are not idle or 
thoughtle~s. 

W. T. SHER~IAN, 
Major Genemt. 

http:1864.-8.30
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HEAUtlUARTEIIS ~IILITAItY DIVISlo;'ll 0)0' THE MISSISSII'PI. 

In thefielll, Kingston, Georgia, May 2:3, lSG4. 


General BLAIII, Hunt.u;ille, Alabam(~,' 


\Ve arc now all in motion for the Chattahoochee. Colonel Long telegraphs 
from Pulaski and should overtake you at D ecatur or soon after leaving. Al­
though you must move on Rome and Kingston by the direct roaG, still you can 
make believe you have design,; 011 Gadsden and Talladega. Keep ~ilent and 
the enemy will exaggerate your strength :tnd purposes.. Johnston has called to 
him all the infantry of the southwest and also' the cavalry of :Ylississippi; so 
you must wateh out for them. If they hang around you keep Long close in and 
watch the opportunity for him tt) charge with sabres. 

W. T. SliERMAN, 
lYIajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUAnTEns MILITARY DIVISIO:-.i OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Dallas, Georgia, midnight, lVlay 26, 1864. 

GENERAL: Yours of to-day with Corse's is received, and is highly satisfactory. 
I lmve personally reconnoitred the ground, and am satisfied the enemy hold 
by hastly constructed rifle-pits the line of a creek, which is a branch of Pump­
kin Vine creek and parallel with it. Your direction in the morning will be 
8ubstantiaFly down that creek, while General Howard's and Cox's will be up it. 
We find no trouble in fording it, and you will have less, as you mnst be near 
its head. The vaUey seems clear and cultivated. 

Colonel illcCook struck a column in flank about five miles northeast of thi~ 
this p. m, broke it in two, and at night was pressing the fraction toward Ack­
worth. He reports quite a fight and the capture of fifty-two (52) prisoners. 
Our skirmishing to-day has been comparatively harmless. I doubt if we find 
the enemy here to-morrow; but if we do, my orders herewith will govern. I 
will expect to hear of YOIl on Genel'l1l Hooker's right by ten (10) a. m. 

Your9, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN,

• 111£!jor General Commanding. 
General MCPIU~R80;ll, Dallas, Ga. 

HEAJ)QUAIIT.ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefieltZ. near Dallas, Georgia, flfay 2-1, 1864.-11 a. m. 

GENBRAL: If you can't drive the enemy from hi;; position, work to the left.· 
:;0 as to connect with General Hooker. 

\Ve arc working on the left of the line in front of us, and as soon as you arc 
ill conuexiotl with General Hooker I will strengthen the left and work round in 
that direction, so we may, if we choose, march ronnd their extreme right, and 
reach Marietta or Ackworth. 

Yours, &c., 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Majm· General Commanding. 
General MCPHERSON, Dallas, Ga. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION 0 .. THE MISSISSIPI'I, 
in thefield near Dallas, llIay 27, 1864.-1.15 p. m. 

GE~ERAL: General Corse is here; we are pressing in front and General 
Thomas is working round by the left. ,\Ve don't want to turn the enemy's ·left 
flank, but his right, so as to put om concentrated army between him and the 
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railroad, of which we want to make use. Therefore, instead of compassing the 
enemy's left, I wish you to work up so as to connect with General Hooker, 
when I wiII strengthen our movement to ollr left, the enemy's right. Use the 
Marietta road as far as possible, and then reach for General Hooker's right. 
We have two divisions to the right of the road, Geary's and Butterfield's, anel 
Williams's in reserve. All the r(:st of this id north of this road. 

Yours, &c., 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Generall\1cPH!::RSO:\', near Dallas, Ga. 

HSADQUART!::RS MILITARY DIVISION OF· THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Dallas, Ga., May 27, 1864-5 p. m. 

General SCHOFIELD: 
'rake position in front of the mill , facing south, and connecting with 

General Thomas'ti troops, holding one-third of your force ill reserve, and con­
cealing your flanks in tbe timber. I understand General Howard is moving ofT 
on your left. He is ordered to move in to connect with you. I will re-entorce 
that flank as soon as General McPherson makes his junction, which is expected 
this evening. It is useless to look for the flank of the enemy, as he makes 
temporary breastworks as fast as we travel. We must break his line without 
scattering our troops too much, and then break through. 

See that General Stoneman is in close connexion with you, but yon had 
better leave General Hovey to cover tha.t point for the present. 

Your~, &c., 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commandi1lg. 

HEADQUARTERS MIl.ITARY DIVISION 01" THE 1rIISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, neaT Dallas, sundown, 1}[ay ~7, 1864. 

GENERAL: We have been busy with the enemy aU along our front line. 
From description I think the hills in your front are stronger than the ground to 
our left, by which we can move toward Alatoona and Ackworth, or pound 
away till we find a weak place. We ~houra have our army united, and there­
fore I think it best you should send your trains back across the Pumpkin Vine 
by moonlight, and let them park up to our rear, where General Palmer has a. 
division; then by moving by the left Bank you can put yourself in connexion 
with us, and we can act against some one point, or turn his right flank. No 
doubt Johnston's whole army is present, as we have felt him for four miles to 
the north and east. I don't think there is more than a mile from General 
Davis's left to General Hooker's right. General Corse is with you, and has 
been back alld forth twice. 

Yours, &c., 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

lvIajor GeneTal Commanding. 
General MCPHERSO;\', 1a'a1' Dallas, Ga. 

[Cipher. 1 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION 01" TH!:: MISSISSIPPI, 
Near Dallas, lVIay 28, 1864. 

General HALLECK, lVaslti1lgton, D. C.: 
The enemy discovered my moye to turn Alatoona, and moved' to meet us 

here. Our columns met about one mile east of Pumpkin Vine creek, and we 
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pushed them back about three miles, to the point where the road forks to Ala­
tooua and Marietta. Here Johnston has chosen a strong line and made hasty 
but strong parapets of timber and earth, and has thus far stoppcd us. My 
right is Dallas, centre about three miles north, aod I am gradually working 
round by the left to approach the railroad anywhere in front of Ackworth. 

Country very densely wooded and broken; no roads of any consequence. 
We have had many sharp, severe encounters, but nothing decisive. Both sides 
duly cautious in the obscurity of the ambushed ground. 

. W. T. SHERMAN. 
Major GenC1·a1. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIOl\" OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In theficld, May 29,1864. 

GE:'ERAL: I suppose General Blair to be now near Rome. I wish you to 
send a good staff officer to meet him there or at Kingston, and order him to re­
plenish his stores and march for Alatoona Pass, east of the Etowah, to gain, if 
possible, its eastern terminus and thcn intrench his position. He had better 
march from Kingston four (4) miles southeast to the Free Bridge, cross the 
Etowah, and move for Alatoona,via Euharlee and Stilesboro'. '.rhis route will 
deceive thc enemy as to his purposes till the latest moment possible. Once in 
possession of Alatoona, I wish him to order the railroad superintendent, who is 
already at Resaca, to repair the railroad up to Alatoona, including the Etowah 
or Hightower bridge. General Blair should also construct on the dirt road a 
trestle bridge at the same crossing. 

I am, with great respect, yours truly, 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. ,
General MCPHERSON, 


Commanding Army 0/ TC1messee. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TilE MISSI!:iSIPI'I, 
In the field, neal· Dallas, May 29, 1864. 

General HALLEcK,Wasltington, D. C.: 
Yesterday we pre~8ed our lines up in close contact with the enemy, who has 

covered his whole front with breastworks of timber and earth. With the intell­
tion of working to my Ieft, towards the railroad east of Alatoona, I <1rocred 
General McPherson, who is in aoyance of Dallas and forms my right, to send 
hiB trains to a point on Pumpkin Vine, about four miles llorth of his present 
position, and to withdraw his army and take General Thomas's present position, 
whilst all of General Thomas's and General Schofield's armies wiII be moved 
further to the east~ working round the enemy to the left. The enemy, who had 
observed the movement of the train from his higher position, massed against 
General McPherson and attacked him at 4~ p. m. yesterday, but was repulsed 
with great slaughter and at little cost to us. 

The enemy fled back to his breastworks on the ridge, leaving in our hands hi~ 
dead and wounded. His loss twenty-five hundred, (2,500,) and about three 
hundred prisoners. General McPherson's men being covered by log breast­
works, like our old Corinth lines, were coIllparatively unhurt, his loss not being 
over three hundred (300) in all. I give him to-day, Sunday, to gather in the 
wounded and bury the dead of both sides, ll.nd to-night and to-morrow will en­
deavor to gain ground to our left two or four miles. 

General Blair is now supposed to be near Rome; I will order him to march 



76 COMMITTEE ON THE CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 

straight for Alatoona, which I infer the enemy has abandoned altogether, or left 
in the hands of militia. That point gained, I wiII move to the left alld reBurr.-e 
railroad communication to the rear. I have no doubt Johnston has in my front 
every man he can scrape, and Mobile must \lOW be at our mercy if General 
Oanby and General Banks could send to Pascagoula ten tl101I8and men. 

W . '1'. SHER~IAN, 
lW{~j(rr ("hn!ral. 

HEADQUAHTEIlR :NIILITAIlY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

1n thefield, ffiay 3D, 1864. 
GENERAL: General McPherson made several attempts to draw off his troops, 

but as often was assaulted so as to pllt him on the d~fensive. It is utterly im­
possible that our enemy can hold all his line in strength, and we mUf!t work to 
the left. There is no absolute necessity for undue haste, as time will Boon give 
us the advantage of General Blair's troops. I will go in person to Dallas, and 
after inspecting the ground will begin the movement aml see if the enemy will at­
tempt to sally, and then jurlge whether we had not better draw him 01lt and fight 
him. vVe must not remain on the defensive. 'rherefore, in this connexion, I 
wish yon to have your troops well dispused, the skirmishers well out; the lines 
full, and the reserves well disposed to be removed. Judge of the best point or 
points to assault in case that you hear us more than uSllally engaged at Dallas. 

I wiII bring Davis and McPherson up if possible to-day, so that your com­
mand may occuppy all the front embracing the several Alawon,a and .Ackworth 
roads. I wish you to see that the high and commanding grounds neal' Picket's 
mill, which ought to overlook Leverett's, be occupied in force, and let the cav­
ahy patrol the road up as far as possible. I will rep eat my orders to General 
Stoneman to be active on that flank. 

I will probablf be absent all day, and in my absence you can command all 
in this part of the field, but pre8erve the general plan. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Ma,jor General Commanding. 
)rajor General THOMAS, 

Commanding Army 0/' tlw Cumberland. 

[Cipher.]• 
HBAUQUAHTEIlS 1IILITARY DIVISIO:>I OF 'J'HE MISSISSIPPI, 

1n the field, near D{tZlas, May 30, 1864. 
General HA LLECK, Washington, D. C.: 

To moye General DicPherson lip to the centre he has to make a retrograde of 
a mile or so owing to difficult ground. Every time he attempted to withdraw 
division by division the enemy ,tttackec1 his whole line j it may be on the theory 
that we wanted to draw off altogether. These assaults were made ill the night, 
and were all repulsed with cO!llparatively small loss to 118, but seemingly heavy 
to the enemy. If we can induce the enemy to attack us it is to onr advantage. 

Don't expect us to make much progress towards the Ohattahoochee till Blair 
comes up and moves into Alatoona Pass. 

If General Banks and Aclrniral Porter are all out of Reel river, instead of 
acting offensively on vVest Louisiana, I ad vise tllat the same command that 
General A. J. Smith took with him, re-enforced by two or three thousand from 
Memphis Rlld Vicksburg, be sent to Pascagoula to act ag!linst "Mobile in concert 
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with Admiral Farragut, according to the original plan of thc campaign. If 
this is feasiblc, I wish I.hc orders to go dircet from thc gcncral~in-chicf to Gencral 
A.•J. Smitll, giving him authorit,y to make up his command to ten thousand 
(10,000) mell, and at oncc procccd, i,ia Pontchurtrain, to Pascagoula. 

I know Ulut all of Polk's army and all the garrisons of Alabaill', and Plorida 
are with Johnston, as we have lJrisoncrs who have becn for two (2) years on 
local dutics in thoee States, as well as.from their acth'e d,ivisions, yiz: Lorillg'~, 
French's, and Maury'i'. 

The movement of General Grant on Hanover Court Houee aprears to mc fld­
mirable, and it secms to me Gencral Grant can force Lce to attack him in 
position or to movc away towards Gordol\~viUe and Lynchburg. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
IV[a10r Genaal. 

" 
HEADltUARTBRS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In thejield, neal' Dallas, lI[ay 31, HHj{!, 

GENERAL: Yon will obscrve that after fullrcflection and due ouservation, I 
havc concluded to make the movemcnt by the left.. '1'0 effcct this, so tilr as 
you arc concerned, I advisc you to-night to place one brigade of Dodg'c on the 
parapet of J effcrson C. Davis immediately opposite the mountain, and anothor 
at the new parapct in the large field this side of Dallas. '1'hcn, at daylight. 
draw off dh'ision by division of the 15th army corps, and let them march direct 
for this road by the most convenient route, and proceed at oncc to General 
Hooker and rclieve him. The other division of General Dodgc should then 
movc by the road from Dallas toward Burnt Hickory, and halt at or back of 
Owen's mill. 

After the movement is past. the new parapet ill the clcared field, t.he brigade 
first posted there should be movcd to the Marietta road where General Davis's 
battery is. This will leave General Dodge to watch that fiank, and the 15th 
corps to occupy Gencral Hooker's present ground. As General Blair e:mnot· 
be expected as 800n a8 I had contemplated, I must use the cavalry to ~l.curc 
Alatoona Pass. 

It should move by a road outside of the one first travelled by General 
Dodgc's dh-isioll, which goes to Owen's mill. If the encmy follows he will do so 
cautiously, and I fecI no doubt will be easily repulsed. 

I want Gcneral Hookcr relieved as early in the day as possible, to give 
General Schofield time to attack on our extreme left. 

As soon as the cavalry seciu'es Alatoona Pass, I will relieve them by infllntry, 
and recall the cavalry to our flanks. 

Yours, truly, W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Gtmeral Commanding. 

Major General MCPHERSON, 
Commanding Army of tke Tennessee_ 

HEADQUARTGRS l\'[ILITARY DIVISION OF THG MISSISSIPPI, 

In tltejield, near Dallas, lI[ay 31, 1864. 

General GARRARD, Commanding Division if Cavalry, Dallas: 
I did intend that General Blair's troops, expected from Decatur, shollld tllke 

t.he Alatoona Pass, but he.will not be up in time. You should start your wagons 
for BlIl'llt Hickory this evcning, and, whcn General McPherson gives t)w wonl, 
move yOll1' cavalry by allY road across Pumpkin Vine creek and ontside the 
infantry up to t,he same point. 'l'hcn start YOllr wllgons for Stilcsbol'n' and 
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Kingston direct for forage and supplies. At Burnt Hickory take the road to­
wards Cartersville, till it ir.tersects the Alatoona road, and follow it briskly. If 
you find the pass occupied, attack the cavalry with cavalry, and the iufantry 
with dismounted men, and force your way into and through the pass along the 
railroad till you secure some commanding position. Then report back to me 
what is (lone, and your. supply train can corne up to the Etowah bridge to your 
rear. Do not be deterred by appearances, but act boldly and promptly. The 
success of our movement depends on ollr having Alatoona Pass. After it is 
secured, I will recall you to General McPherson. 

General Stoneman approaching from the front will shake any force in the 
pass. 

I am yours, truly, 
W. '.r. SHERMAN, 

lIfajor General Commanding . ... 

HEADQUAHTERS l\IILITARY DIVISION 	OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, June 2, 1864. 

GE~ERAL: Your note of last evening did not reach me till this morning at 
7 o'clock, but I heard from a scout in the night that you were in Alatoona. 
Get a very strong position, and feci forward across Alatoona creek, toward Ack­
worth. Send to Kingston word that you are in Alatoona, and t.hat I want the 
railroad finished up to that point at once. General Garrard can corne up to you 
from the real', if necessary; otherwise he had better be about Stilesboro', to covel' 
the road from the soutl. I apprehend no serious trouble from the north, nor do 
I suppose J ohnstou will try to dispossess you so long as we are working toward 
:'IIarietta. 

Spare your horses as much as possible, and let them feed on grass. '1.'he cars 
can bring you corn to Etowah bridge. Send me to-night the best topographical 
sketch of the country between you and us. '.rhere is a high and valuable trestle­
work somewhere about Alatoona, that I want to save; look to it also. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. J 
General STON ~;MAN, 

Commanding Division of Cavalry, Alatoona. 

HEADQUARTERS n.IILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlufidd, near Dallas, June 3, 1864. 

GENERAL: I received your 1\0te ill the niglJt, and am not astonished that you 
could not hear the sounds of battle in the midst of the storm yesterday. 

General Schofield felt forward from the position Burnt Church, steering due 
east, and found cavalry dismounted all through the wooers. He advanced until 
;tbout dark, when he encountered infantry and artillery, posted behind finished '" 
breastworks. To·day I will still work by the left, and get to the railroad with­
ont weakening my line too much. All I ask is, that when we do come ill contact 
with the enemy, on anything like fair terms and proportions, we whip them more 
fully. 

I now hold Alatoona, and shall aim to work across·to the railroad as far east 
and south as I can, without too heavy a loss. If you do hear sounds of battle 
you will know that J ohnstoD will naturally draw from his left (to your front) 
011 the theory that we lire there on the defensive. '1.'11e1'efore, when you do hear 
sounds of battle, hold the encmy there, or take advantage of his weakening that 

1 
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flank. In my judgment, the point that furnishes you most advantages and 
cover is about where Butterfield's centre was, where a small stream comes from 
the east and crosses our line near where a cabin stood, and from which there is 
an open field, with dead timber to the front. If we can carry a single point and 
hold it, thereabouts, we gain advantage. General Dodge should intrench the 
main part of his command at the two points designated, but patrols and skir­
mishers should fill the woods to the south, especially where General Jeff. C. 
Davis was, in front of that hill. You should give great attention to the browsing 
of all animals, where there is a leisure moment, and empty wagons and caiRsons 
should be sent for growing wheat, barley, oats or rye, as well as grass, or such 
bushes as horses and mules eat. I may send a brigade of General Thomas up 
towards Alatoona, but I want General Blair to march up and through that pass, 
and on as far as he can. In the mean time I will hold it with cavalry. 

Should any specific attack be required of you, I will send special orders; but 
in their absence act promptly, and with confidence on these general principles. 
Keep your pioneers at aU times opening and improving roads from your rear up 
towards Alatoona and Burnt Hickory. 

Yours, truly, 
) W. T. SHERMAN, 

~Wajor General Commanding. 
Major General MCPHERSON, 

Commanding Army of tlte Tl'nnessee. 

LCipher.] 

HEAD\.tUAHTBRS .MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltcfield near head qfAlatoona Creek, fourteen miles 

lVest of Marietta, June 4, 1864. 
Major General IYALLECK, Wash.ington, D. C: 

?lfy left is now well around, covering all roads from the south to the railroad 
about Ackworth. My cavalry has been at Ackworth, and occupies in force all 
the Alatoona PaBs, and I have ordered the railroad to be finished across the 
Etowah up to Alatoona bridge. General Blair is not yet at Rome, but is hourly 
expected, and I await him to push on to Marietta anel the Chattahoochee. 

It has been raining for ' three days, making roads bad and swelling all the 
small mountain creeks, which, however, are easily bridged, anel run out very 
soon. It is still raining. As soon as I hear of General Blair. I will swing east 
by north over to t.he railroad, leaving Johnston to my right. He is in force 
occupying blind anel difficult ground, and we continue skirmishing along the 
whole front, each party inviting the other to attack. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
]j1.ajor General. 

HEAD\.tUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, Alatoona Creek, June 5, 1864. 

GENEUAI.: General McPherson reports the enemy gone from his front; he 
has advanced his skirmishers half a mile east of New Hope church, capturing a 
lieutenant and. thirty men. If you feel your front, it too will be found Il.ban­
done,l save by a small guard. The movement indicated in yesterday'S orders 
will L ~refore be executed, and I have so in!.'Vncted General McPherson. After 
feeling your front prepare to move your whole command by McCook's former 
headquarter!.', northeast. across Alatoona creek towards Andersonville or Kene­



so C(nIMITTEE ON TIIJ:) CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 

saw Station, connecting by pickets with General l'Icl'hc)"I;on about Ackworth. 
I propose then to complete our line of railroad, replenish and prepare to follow 
the enemy to and beyond the Chattahoochee, according to the point Johnston 
selects for defence. General Schofield can remain where he now is until you 
have passed, alld then join your right. 'l'he only t.hing that requires despatch 
is the bridge at the Etowah whcre t.he railroad crosses, and I wish you to get 
your pontoons there as soon as p088ible. I consider the road from the Burnt 
Church to Alatoonll. morc 8af,~ than that by Burnt Hickory. 

Yours truly, 
W. 'I'. SHEmfA~, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major Gcneral THOMAS, . 

Commanding Arm.1J (1" the Cumberland. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUAltTBRS MILITARY DIVISION Qt. THB MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Alato01la Creek, June 5, 1564. 
Major' General HALLgCK, WaskinglO1l, D. C: 

'l'he cnemy discovering us creep,ing around his right flllnk~ abandoned his po 
sition and marched off last night. We captured about thirty of their pickch 
at daylight. General McPheIson is mO"ing to-day for Ackworth-General 
Thomas 011 t.he direct Marietta road, and General Schofield on his right. It ha1! 
been raining hard for three days, and the roads are very heavy. The construc­
tion party is at work on the Etowah hridge, and f>hould repair it in five (5) 
days, when I will move on to Marietta. I cxpect the enemy to fight us lit 
Kenesaw l\Ionntain, ncar Marietta, but I will not rlln llCad on his fortifications. 
An examination of his abandoned line hcre !lhows all immense line of works, all 
of which I have turned with less loss to olll'selres than we~have inflicted on 
him. The wheat fields of the country are our chief supply of forage, and WI' 

have in camp bread, meat, sugar, and cotlee for many days, ample until t.be rail- • 
,oad will be complete to Ackworth. 

W. '1'. SHEllMAN, 
Major General. 

HEADqCAR'fBRS l\f1I.I'fAUY DIVISION O}<. TUE MI8818SI1'I'I, 

in tlte field, Alato01la Creek, June 6, 1864. 
GBNBRAL: Captain Poe brought me late in the evening a sketch made by 

Colonel Asmussen, copy of which he says you have. 'l'his 8ketch clearly 
marks the stratcgic points .in our advance. The place marked" court-bouse" 
mnst be the Golgotha of our map. I wish you to put your centre anywhere be· 
tween the court-house and Mrs . Hall's, with your wings up the road towardH 
Dr. Elliott's and Big Shanty, "Shandy Hotel," and ~oward the" Hard Shell 
church." Have a small picket nt Peters's, tIIC "'V'hite House," and General 
McPherson will connect with you thero and about Dr. Elliott'>,. 

Should the enemy be in force ub(lut Dr. Elliott's, wc must sttengthell the 
connexion by the road by J. 1\fcClaiu'~, \Vhite House, Durham't', Davenport's, 
Chastine, &c. 

I wiII go myself to-day to Ackworth and have the telegraph opcned chere, 
and give all orders for making Alitoonu a strong fort.ified depot, with It place of 
issue at Ackwol·th. I think in three days we should be all ready to go to 
Marietta. I will have the main force of GClleral McPherson on·Proctor's creek 
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about Fitzgerald's and W. J. Phillips', with pickets and patrols forwurd to Dr. 
Elliot.t's. 

I think Gcneral Schofielrl had better stay where he is until you get in a bct­
tcr position, when we can place him about tile Hard Shcll chnrch or Williams', 
according to the developments of the enemy. Hp, will be instructed to come at 
yOllr cail, or on the sOllnd of battle. . 

Be careful to shift everything on our back track acrosa to the Alatoona road . 
I want to spare our cavalry as much as po:;sible to get ready for the move on 

Opelika, if Johnston has gone beyond the Chattahoochee. 
Yours truly, • 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

Major General THOMAS, 
Commanding Army qf the Cumberland. 

HEADQUARTERS ~IILITARY DIVISION Ol" THE MISSIESIPPI, 
In the field, Ackworth, Ga., June 3, 1864-12 m. 

:Major General HALLECK, Waskington, D. C: . 
I am now on the railroad at Ackworth Station and have full possession for­

ward to within six (6) miles of .Marietta. All well. 1'elegraph me all items 
of news to date. Has the movement on Mobile been ordered? General Canby 
tClegmplls me that he can spare General A. J. Smith. All I ask is the co­
operation of Farragut's fleet. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISlo!'l Ol" THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field" Ackworth, June 1, 1864. 

Ml00r General BLAIR, Kingstrm, Georgia: 
Instead of marching via Enharlee and Stilesboro' march direct for this place, via 

Cart€'rsville and Alatoona. There is a pontoon bridge at the railroad crossing; 
leave a regiment at that bridge, alld relieve General Garrard's cavalry, and the 
balance of a brigade at Alatoona, reliveillg General St,oneman's cavalry. 

I want you to have ten (10) days' supply on un-rval, ready for the Chattahoo­
chee. Now is the time for big licks, 80 be alive night and day. At the pontoon 
try and manage that your command crosses between midnight anu daylight, when 
it is 1I0t occnpied by the supply trains. I want to go to Marietta on Wednes­
day or Thursday, and feel down to the Chattahoochee next day. Ordel' the 
brigade left at Alatoona to be provideQ. with tools, and to intrench both ends of 
the pass very strong. General McPherson is here withhis command. 

W. T. SHERMAN~ 
~Iajor General Uummanding; 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION oj,· THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Arkworth, June 7, 1864. 

Major General HALLECK, Washington, D. C..~ 
1 have been Lo Alatoona Pass, and find it admirable for our purposes. It is 

the gate through the last or most eastern spur of the Alleghanies. It now be­
comes a8 useful to us as it was to the enemy, being easily defended from either 

6­
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direct.ion. My left, General McPherson, now lies on the railroad, in front of 
Ackworth, seven miles sOllthcllst of Alat.oona; centre, General Thoma8, three 
miles south, on a main Marietta road i and right, General Schofield. two miles 
further, a lit.tle refused. 

The cars now come to tIle Etowah river, and we have Bent bark to replenish 
our supplies for a ten days' move, to commence on Thursday', the 9th instant. 
Coloncl 'Vright reports it will tnk" him t.en days, eight of which yet remain, to 
havc cars come to Ackworth. 

General Blair was at Kingllton last lIight, and will be across tIle Etowah to­
night. and will be up wit.h us to-morrow. We have three pontoon bridges at 
Etowah. I wiII leave a bl igade in the pass, covering the bridge and its eastern 
debollche, and have sent Captain Poe, United States engineers, to layout the 
works. The roads here into Georgia are large and good, and the country more 
open. 

The enemy is not in our immediate front, but hia signals are on LORt mountain 
and Kene~aw. I have had the cavalry at Alatoona Pass to get forage, but on 
the 9th will bring it forward. Colonel Long's brigade is with Blair, and will 
Te-ellforce our cavalry by two t.housand horses. 

I send you by mail to-day copies of my orders up to date, with Atlanta 
papers of the 5th. . 

W. T. SHEllMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS :MILITARY DIYlSlo\' OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In Ihefidd, Ackwortlt, June 8, 1864, 
Major Genernl HALLECK, TVasMngton, D. C.: 

Grmcral Blair arrived to-day with two divisions of t.he 17th army corps, about 
nine thollsand{9,o()OO) strong) having left about fifteen hlJl1dred (l,,'iOO) in the Ala­
toona Pass to fortify and hold it. Colonel '\Tright, railroad superintendent, 
reports he will have the Etowah bridge done by the 12th instant. 

To-morrow I will feel forward with cllvalry, and follow up with infantry the 
momeut t.he em'my dev-elop his designs. 

If he fight at the Kenesaw mountain, I will tnrn it i but if he select the line of 
t.he Chattahoochee, then Imnst study the case a little more before I com:nit 
myself. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
It-:Iajor General COll/mantling. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS l\III,[TARY DIVISIO:-l OF THE MISSISSII'PI, 

Tn trtcfield, AclcwoTtlt, June 10, 1864. 
Major General HALLECK, Washington D. C . .: 

Our cavalry yesterday devclopr:d the position of the enemy in a line along 
the hills from Kenesaw to Lost mountain. We are now mRrching by three roads, 
all towards Kenesaw, and shall feel the position in force to-day, prepared to attack 
·or turn it to-morrow. All well. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Gmeral Commanding: 
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IIEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In th,efield, Big Shanty, Junc 11, 1864. 

Gcncrlll HALLECI{ TVasllingfon, D. C.,' 
JohlJst.on is intrenched on t.he lJil'ls embracing Lost mounta.in, Pine Hill, and 

Kenesaw. Our lines are down to him, bnt it hll~ rained so hard, lind the gronnd 
is so boggy, that we have not rlevclopeu any weak point or flank. 

I will proceed with due caution, and try and make no mistake. The Etowah 
bridge is done, and the construction train has b'een to our vel')' camps. Sup­
plies will now be accumulated in Alatoona Pass, or brought right up to our 
liues, 

One of my chief objects heing to give full employment to Joe .Tohnston, it 
makes but little differeuce where he is, so he is not on hi" way to Virginia. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
1Ylajor GCllf!'J'al. 

[Ci'pber. ] 

HEADQUARTRRS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MrSSIS3IPPI, 
In lhcfield. Big Shanty. June 13. 1864. 

Major General HALLECK, Wash ington. D . C.,' 
vVe have had hard and cold rains for about ten days. A gleam of sunshine 

this evening gives hopes of II change. 'rhe roads lire insufficient here. and the 
fields lind new ground are simply impassable to wheds. As soon as pos~ible I 
will study Johnston's position on Kenesaw and Lost mountain, lind adopt ;:.ome 
plan to dislodge him, or draw him out of his position. We cannot risk the heavy 
losses of an assault at this distance from our base. Cal:8 now come to our very 
front camps. All well. 

There are troops enough in Kentucky to manage Morgan, and in Tennessee 
to watch }<'onest, should he make his appearance. as Johnston doubtless calcu­
lates. 

W. T. SHERMAN. 
MajO?' General. 

LEXIi'iGTON. KENTUCKY, 
June 13, 1864-9.10 p. m . 

.Major General SHERMAN: 
Morgan entered Kentucky with nearly three thou8and (3,000) men, through 

Pound Gap, June 4. June 7 I started in pursuit from the mouth of 13eavel' or 
Big Sandy; att.acked him at Mount Sterling at day light June 9. Rebel loss 
nearly six hundred (600) prisone.·s, ours about twenty· five (25) killed. and one 
hundrcd wounded. I drove him via Lexington to Cyuthiana. where I attacked 
at daylight yesterday a. m .• gaining a complete victory. Rebel loss three hundred 
(300) killed and four hundred (400) pri~oner8. besides wounded. I captured 
over one thousand (1,000) horses, and recaptured most of General Hobson's com­
mand taken by Morgan the day before. Our loss about one hundred and fifty 
(150) killed and wounded. 'rhe rebel force is scatt.ered. and small squads without 
arms or ammunition, and wholly demoralized, are being pursued and picked up 
in every direction. 

S. G. BURBRIDGE. 
Brigadier General United ....tales Volunteers. 

http:1864-9.10
http:mounta.in
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[Cipher.] 

HEADQUAIITERS MILITAIIY DIVISION OF TH~1 ~rISSISSIPPI, 
In LIte /idd, Big Sltanly, June 14, l864. 

Hon. E. M. STANTO:V, Secretary if 'War: 
I have just received the news of the defellt of our party sent out from Mem­

phis, whose chief object was to hold Forre8t there and keep him off our road. 
Of course, it is to be deplored, but we must prepare for all contingencies. 
have ordered A. J. Smith not to go to Mobile, but to go out from Memphis and 
defeat Forrest at all costs. I know poaitively that all of Poik's command is here 
from Mis8issippi, viz: Loring'H and Fr(mch's divisions. and three (3) brigades of 
cavlllry-Fergusoll'~, Ross', and Stark's. Forrest has only his own cavalry, 
\\' hieh had started for N ortlt Alabama, and the militia under Gholsoll. I cannot 
understand how he could defeat, Sturgis with eight thousand (8,000) men. Our 
troops must resume the offensive from Memphis. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
.Major General. 

HEADQUARTEIIS MILITARY DIVISIO:V OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlu:field, Big Shanty, Ga., June 15, 1864. 

D I,AR GENERAL: In further explanation of my orders of the day, I will add, I 
will be with General McPherson up to nearnOlln; after that with General Thomas's 
t.roops, ncar Howard's left, on Palmer's right, on the Uurllt Hickory road. Of 
course, if an .asE-ault mu~t be made all the (;nemy's lincs, it c1e"olves rightfully on 
the strongest army, and where it will do m08t good. A brcach sufficient for me 
to pass the head of two columns about midway between Kene8aw and Pine moun­
tains will be best; although, if possible, olle neal' the Sand Towll road would 
be very good. Of eour8e, the cnemy is strongest on hi~ right, ano I doubt whether 
his left exceeds one division, and some cavalry. I infer from an intercepted 
despatch tiJl1.t Jackson's cavalry is scnt, or will be to-day, on an enand to onr 
rear. Now if yon can mask a colnmn allywhere about Cox's left, as near the 
Suud 'l'owll road as possible, and post it uucler cover, and secure some hill that 
will enable you to approach nearer the enemy than you now are, will be a great 
point gained, and I prefer you should work in your own way, but try and draw 
to yOU\' extreme right flank as much of the enemy as you can first. A brigade 
pasHing over the barricade nellr General Davis's house, ha.lf scen to the enemy, 
and deploying well off to your right towards Lost l\'lountain, taking all the coyer 
possillle and moving about with considerable cceentricity, would have the desired 
effect, while the rear column, as also th:lt IIf General Stoneman, should act as 
J1Iuch under coyer as pos8illle. A couple of hrig'ade,; could hold your lines against 
any probable att.ack.· • 

Although I did not clearly sce the ground yesterday, I iuferred that the 
~kirmishillg party you sent out the fir8t day had crossed thc main Alatoona creek. 
'1'he lodg(;mcnt, unlet'S made across east of Alatoona creek, would not improve 
your present position; but it is manifest your lines, where they now are, do not 
threaten the cnemy. 

He muet regard them as precautionary or defensive, and, therefore, is at liberty 
to draw off frulU that quarter everything but skirmi:;hers. '1'0 lessen the force in 
front of General Thomas you should, before two (2) p. m., force the enemy to 
strengt.hen that part of his lille at t.he expense of his centre. 

Of course, the position at Hard Shell church is your chief aim, but as that 
may be and iH rlonbtle~s impossible now, I prefer one anywhere about the head 
of one of the bl'l1ncheH of Alatoona creek, between HarJ Shell and Hart. 
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I have jus t learned that General Howard is in posBession of Pine Hill. This 
makes our movement more easy and necessary. 
- Yours, &c ., 

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 
General SCHOFIELD, ]'It . OlilJe Churcll. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIn." OF THE MISSIi'iSIPPI, 
In tl~efieZtl, Big S/wnty, June 15, 1864. 

GEN ERAL: Aftc)' the long storm had cleared away I examined carefully Ollr 
whole front, and fonnd the enemy occupying the series of broken ridgea and 
hills which form the water-shed betweell the Etowah anrl Chattahoochee, em­
braci ng three prominent peaks-Kenesl~w. Pine Hill. and Lost Mountain. })ine 
Hill is about four (4) miles snu:hwest of Kenesaw, and was the apex: of the tri­
angle, the salient of the enemy's position. All seemed well fortified and con­
nected by lines of brea8tworks in the midst of dense chest.nut wonds. I fir~t 
ordered Thomas to pUilh Palmer's an·1 HOlYard's corps in the interval between 
KenesfllY and Pine Hill unt.il they occupied a certain road, t.he bat.teries in 
front of Piue Hill occupying the atteut.ion of the euemy ; one of the shots killed 
Bishop Polk. The movement was perfectly s llcces~ ful, and this moruing Pine 
Hill was abandoner! to us, strongly fortified. This morning I ordered Scho­
field. on the right, to threaten Lost Mountain, and :\fcPherson to tnrn K eneMw . 
by the left, wllile Thomas pn~hed hi~ whole army to break the centre. Scho­
field ea rribd th., first line of the enemy's work::!. left expoBed by the loss of 
Pine Hill, lLnd hail some fifty prisoners. McPherson carried a hill to his left 
front, taking the fonrteent.h Alabama regiment entire. three hundred and tweut.y 
(:320) strong, and Thomas has pushed the enemy back about a mile and a half. 
and is still moving. I hope he will pass the dividing ridge, in which case the 
enemy's position will be untenable. I left him about sundowlI, bllt the gl'ollnd. 
was so ob8cllred by bushes that we could not discern whethflr the enemy ha'! a 
second line of earthworks connecting Kenesaw and Lo~t ~loulltaiu, and I don't 
wHnt to give them time to form one. :From Pine Hill we can see Marietta. 
Losses to-day very small. it having been one grand skirmish extending along a 
front of eight miles. An intercepted despatch reports the death, by a caunon 
shot, of Bishop Polk, and is confirmed by the prisoners. 

. 	 W. T. SHEmfAN, 
.11Iajor Gcneml Communding. 

Major General 	HALLECK, 

lVasMngton, D. C. 


HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:'J OF TH~~ ?!fI:;;;SISSIPPI, 
In tlu~ field, June] 6, ] 864. 

GENERAL: Continue to work toward the lower Marietta rond, aiming to 
reach nearly the same point that Thomas heads for. viz .• Hart's; bnt with small 
detachments and skirmishers keep all the time feeling over abont Lost Jl.'Iountnin ; 
it is not necessary to k eep up connected lines. vVe are not on the defen~ivr;. 
except as to our wagons and supplies. and should invit.e t.he enemy out. Send 
word to General Stoneman and have him to feel well around Lost }[ountain. 
1'he enemy have had no signal on it for some days; st.ill I know they are sen­
sitive about that flank. Get all your guns to the front. where they ean con­
verge on some point of the enemy, knock away the obstructions and make a 
breach. I will try the Bame at General Thomas's front. 

W. T . SHERMAN. 
Major General Commanding. 

General SCHOFIELD, Present. 
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[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS l\JILlTARY DIVISION OF THE MISSI""IPPI. 
1n the fidd, Big Sltanly, June 16, 1864. 

General HALLECK, Washington, D. C. : 
General Thomas diel not make th e progreHS last night I expected. He found 

the enemy strongly intrenched on a line slightly advanced from f1 straight line 
connecting Lost 110untain and Kenesaw. I have been along it to-day. and am 
pressing np close ; shaII study it, and aID now inclined to feign on both flanks 
and aasauIt the centre. It IDay cost ns dear, but in results would surpass an 
attempt to pas,; ronnel. The enemy has a strong pMition and coyers his road 
well, and th e ouly weRk point of his game is in baving the Chattahoochee to 
his rear. If by assaulting I can break his line, I see no reR~on why it should 
not produce a decitiive effect. 1 know he shifts his troops ahont to meet our 
supposed attacks, and thereby fatigues his men, and the woodl:! wiII enable me 
to ma"k our movements. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI:;SISSIPPI, 
In thefield, Big Shanty, June 17, 1864. 

General HALLRCK, lVashington: 
Dy last !light we had worked our way so close to Johnston's centre that he 

Faw that the assault mllst f()llow. He declined it, and abandon ed Lost MOllntain 
and some six miles of as good field-worb as I ever saw. My right and C(!llLre 
are, in consequence, SWUllg forward, so that my right now threaten8 his ra ilroad 
to Atlanta. I worked hard to-day to get over to that roau, but the troops seem 
timid in thf'se dense forests of stumbling on a hidden breastwork. I therefore 
sim ply report g;ood progress to-day-some huudred p,.it!on c r~ , and but few lived 
IOHt. 'rVe begin tu find 1I10re fields and cleared lam\. :McPherson still fac es 
K enesaw, covering our railroad. General Thomas is ona curve lille from Kene­
sa w around to where the Sandtown road forks off from th e lower road from 
Dallas to ~larietta; and Schofield is mll:stled on the Sandtown road, head ot' 
coll.lll1n at Nose's creek. 

E!lI~my still holds Kenesaw in force, and lies back of Nose's creek, neal' the 
A tlltll tu road. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN. 
Major Geneml Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
17, tluficlll, Big S/WI/ty, June 18, 1804. 

GENERAL: As soon as the weather will permit, 1 propose to operate against 
the enemy's left from the position Oil the S,mdtowll road neal' the Darby Place, 
which is Ileal' Nose's creek, and where a main Marietta road lllakes off with a 
rigllt angle. from the Sandtown rond. 

General Schofield will move substantially by the Sandtown road, varying 
his direction eastwardly if he finds the enemy's flnnk. General 'l'hOnlilS will 
move directly llg'ninst -the enemy's left flunk. Hooker is 011 his r ight, Howard 
centre, and Palmer left. 

I will instruct General Thomas to push Palmer's line forward, close up to 
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Kenesaw, and then draw off by his right flank in case his whole corps is called 
on, but to leave a division or brigade to cover his lines; but if the enemy meets 
it with his whole force, it may be necessary to draw out all Palmer's corp8. 
But this will demonstrate that the cnemy's lines are weak, and no apprchen8ion 
need be felt of their assuming the offensive against you. Still the contingency 
may arise that will compel your command. aiso, to move by the right flank, 
following, as it were, the movement of Palmer; although I should prefer you 
to advance by the direct road to Marietta. 

I want yon, by your staff officers, to examine the ground from your right 
around to the place I have described as D.uby's, as also to watch closely the 
movements of the enemy, and at the eaJ'lie~t possible moment to secnre ,\ posi­
tion forward on the ridge over which the railroad and main l.\1rtrietta road pass, 
and, pur~ue always in case of retrcat. In Il11y event, should you hear llf'uvy 
fighting' off to the right of Kenesaw, make the strongest possible demonstration 
on your whole frunt, and break through if our operations on that flank weaken 
the enemy. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHEIUIAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major Genera'l MCPHERl"ON, 

Commanding Army if the Tennessee. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

1n the fielq" Big f~lwnty, June 18, 1864. 
GE:\'r.RAL: As 800n as the weather will permit, I propose we shall attack and 

drive the enemy's left flank. I propose that General Schofield shall move in 
strong column down the Sanrltown road, and vary his conrse to the right or left 
ulIt.il he finds the flank; that you move, as it were, on a grand left wheel in the 
order your troops now stand. Draw from Palmer division by division. giving, 
if IJoBsible, McPherson notice when the last division (Davis's) is called out of 
poeitioll, I,hat he may dispose accordingly. l\IcPherson has orders to watch 
well the effect on the enemy, and at the first possible chance to pu,;h forward 
Oil the line of the railroad and m,Lin Marietta road, break through the enemy, 
and pursue him or SeCtHe a position on the commanding ridge over IVhich these 
roael8 pass. It is barely possible t.hat !\lcPherson may be called on also to re­
enforce yoUI' movement by covering by his right flank, and I have inRtrnctecl 
him to study the ground with t.hat view; though. if it CHn ·possibly be obviated, 
I do not wish to nncover Dig Shanty and our railroad. 

I have just received Howard's report by signal, that he has carried two lines 
of the enemy, and has his batterie8 up within two huudred yards of his main 
line. I am very anxious to ascertai!!, at the earliest possible moment, if the 
enemy has any part of his mt\in line this side of Nose's creek, and would like 
Palmer to feel forward with a very heavy line of skirmishers and supports until 
he finds the earthworks IIlong the bllse of Kenesaw south of the railroad. Dodge 
and Osterhaus are up clo:!e to the base north of the railroad; but last night I 
followed D,tyis's pickets, and, though advanced during yesterday, they appeared 
to me st.ill a long distance back from Kenesaw. . 

I suppose Hooker to be west of Mnd creek and near its mouth, and' that 
Howard is neal' brother Ballinger'S 01' widow Ballinger'S, and Palmer is from 
Britt':! to Jack Smith's; what we want" then, is the ground from Cheatham's to 
Llltimer's, Brand, and \Vil.llace. 

My impression is, the enemy's best fort~ will be found where the rail and main 
Marietta roads pass around the north end of KenesalV, along the north base of 
Kenesaw, to some point behind Nose's creek, and then along back of' Nose's 
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creek indefinitely. Until Schofield develops the flank, we should move with 
due caution; but the moment it is found, or we are satisficd the enemy has 
lengthened his line beyond his ability to defend, we must strike quick and with 
great energy. 

'rhe weather is villanously bad; but I hope to· morrow will be clear. Send 
me word if you can defille on our map Hooker's and Howard's positions, aSSUlll' 

ill;; Schofield's to be on the Sandtown road near the forks. 
Yours, truly, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General C01n71tanding. 

Major General THOMAS, 
Commanding Army 0.1 the Cumberland. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS DIILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, June 20, 1864. 

General ROUSSEAU, Naslwille. 
The division of John E . Smith is ordered up from Huntsville to Kingston; it 

will leave the brigade of Dodge at Decatur for a short time, to wait and ~ee 
what Forrest will do. I propo1le to keep him oeeuplCd from Memphis. He 
whipf!P.d Sturgill fair and square, and now I will pnt against him A. J. Smith 
and Mower and let them try their hand. nut you 8hould at all times have 
things so arranged that you are prepared for his appearance about Florence and 
'Yaterloo. Yon should keep scouts and pal' ties out al! the time to break up his 
posts in the centrc to the west and south side of the Tennessee. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major GenC1'Clt Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE lIfISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, June 20, 1864. 

GENERAL: It is manifest the enemy is manCl3nvring on our communications, 
and is reaching as fai' back as Dalton and Cleveland. I have ordered Generl1.l 
llIcPherson to call up the divi~ion of John B. Smith frum Huntsville, to take 
post at Kingston. 'rhat will give Gencral Steedman three good detachments 
along the Etowah-Rome, Kingston, and Alatoona. I have instructed him to 
send to Rome a regiment of Alabama cavalry that is hauging round here of no 
use, with orders to scout across the Tennessee to Guntersville, towards Gads.­
den, &c. Now, as soon as these changes can be made-and they will be initiated 
at once-you had better give Lowe all cavalry back of the Etowah, and keep 
him off along the old Tennessee road, from Cartersville, Spring Place, &c., with 
orders, at hiE! di scretion, to venture out to Ellijay, Dahlonega, Cumming, &c. 

General Steedman was here last night, and has rcturned. He wants train 
guard, alld I have al~o ordered you to supply him a thousand men, whieh is the 
equivalent of present garrison of Kingston, which will be relieved by J ohu E. 
Smith's division as soon as it can come from Huntsville. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Comm~nding. 

Major General THOMAS, 
Commanding Army of the Cumbedand. 
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IIEAlJQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, June 20, 1864. 

GENERAL: Gencral Blair's application for a mountcd forcc of two companics 
is received. During our operat.ions here, where infant.ry alld artillery alone can 
act, our cavalry mnst all be kept on the grand flanks and on our commullic.ations j 

as it is, our cavalry is liable to be absorbed in orderly and courier duty, leaving 
our flanks and rear at the mcrcy of our enemy. This I mn~t preycnt. I insist 
on aU organized cavalry being massed on our flanks and rear, at present, where 
it can act to accompli~h some military re~;nlt.. I know there are plenty of officl' rs 
and men mounted in all thc corps and divi:;ions, that can be collected and made 
into orderlies and couriers. I wi~h you to makc this rule gencral in your army. 
'I'he two com panies ordered from General Blair to their rcgimellt was at the 
earnest appeal of the cavalry officers. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

lYlajw General Commanding. 
Major General MCPHERSON, 

Commandin,Sj Army of the Tennessee. 

N ASHVILLE, June 20, 1864. 
:Major GenCl'al SHER~IAN : 

On recently Icaving 'Vashington, to organizc colored troops in Kcntucky, the 
Secretary of 'Val' dr8ired me tG proceed to Chattanooga and put myself in com­
munication with you, and hc ex pressed his strong desire that yon would givc fi\­
eihtiel:l for organizatiuns within your command. I requ est that yon will send the 
negroes, who m>!y corne in or be gat.hcred in by your forc es, to this place, where 
they can thc more readily be organized and provided for. If you dE-sh'e to 
form regiments with yonI' army, do so, and send me the roster of the officers 
appointed. I have seen Y" llr recent order respect.ing t.he enlistmcnt of negroes, 
the pmctical working of which, it scems to me, wiH almost altogether stop re­
cl'lliting with your army. I know not under what circumstances it was issued, 
but the imprisonmcnt of officcrs for disobedicnce scems to me a harsh meaSure. 
\Vould it not be better to organizc the negroes, and from them make the neces­
sary details for the staff departments? 

Of course, I do not wish to deprive you of any negroes yon may reqnire for 
scrvice with yoU\' army, alld have sent a copy of tite order to the Secretary of 
·War. I leave for Uhattanooga this evcning, where I shall be glad to hear from 
you. 

L. THmfAS, 
Adjutant General United States Army. 

HBADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE Mrssl8slPPI, 
In thefield, B ig Shanty, June ~1, 1864. 

Major General HALLECK, lVashington, D. C.: 
This is the nineteenth day of rain, and the prospect of clear weather as far off 

as ever. 'I'he roads arc impassable, aml fields and woodl:! bccome quagmires 
after a few wagons have crossed. Yet we are at work all the timc. 'l'he left 
flank is across Noonday, and the right across Nosc's crcek. '.rhe enemy holds 
Kenesaw, a conical mountain, with Marietta behind it, and has retired his flanks 
to cover dlat town and his railroad. I am all ready to attack the moment the 
weather and roads will permit troops and artillery to move with anything like 
life. 

W. T. SHERMAN, lIfajor General Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TIn; l\fISSISHPPI, 
ln lite field, June 22, 1864. 

GENERAL: The rain having ceased, ana a prospect of roads drying up, I have 
to instruct that you cause your cavalry to be most active down to the Sweetwa­
ter, bot,h on the Powder Sprin~ road and the factory roa<1. Hold the plflcfl ou 
your map called" Obeny's," and turn your head of column up the Marietta 
road until you support Hooker's right, and tben act, according to circumstances. 
If J ohn8ton fights for Marietta, we must accept bat.tle; but if he give ground, we 
must be most Hetivc, and for tbat reason I want you as long as possible to 
control t,he Sandtown road. 

I will probably meet you to-day about" Mrs. Kulp's," on the Powder Spring 
and Marietta road. 

I am, &c., 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
General SCHOFI r-:LD, 

Commanding Army if the Ohio. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In thejield, June 22, 1864. 

GF.NgRAL: r 'will start early to look at the position of McPherson, as ncar 
the nort.h base of K enesaw as I can safely do, flnd then corne to Wallflce's, or 
the house in frnnt, and th en over to Hooker. I have ordered t-'chofidd to croas 
his whole command over Nose's creek and turn the head of his column up to­
ward Mariet,ta until he reaches Hooker; ttl support and co-operate on his right, 
but to keep bis cavalry and a part of his rear infantry on the Sandtown road, 
prepared to regain it in case the enemy show signs of let go. I fear we will 
get our commands too close, but r suppose Sehofield can find room to rl eploy 
south of the l~owd er Spring and Marietta road . You may order Hooker to 
extend to that road allr1l eave Schofield beyond. If he can get possession of the 
grollnd up to 1\1 rs. Kulp 's, I wish him to do so, and t.he balance of your line to 
COliform. I will explain McPherson's orders when I meet you. 

I am, &e., 
W. T. SHER~IAN, 

Major Geneml Commanding. 
Major General THOMAS, 

Commanding Army ij the Cumberland. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the jil'lcl, June 22, 1864. 

GE!VERAL: I am starting for what I deem the point of most activity to-day, 
though the state of the ronds won't admit of much activity. Yet we may gain 
possession of groulHl useful. I wi8h you to keep Garrard moving abont" with­
ont breaking connexioq with you entirely, so aato k eep the enemy OIl his gnard 
on his right flallk; th~ same of Blair's corps, operating on a circle of small 
radius. 

The 15th corps might wheel a little to the right, gaining ground and increas­
ing the pressure on the enemy, holding fast all it make~. while Dodge'S two 
divisions shoulu be disposed so as best to cover Big Shanty as against a rally 
from Kellesaw on the road at its base. Keep the skirmish line in motion all the 
time, but hold the rear masses ready to re-enforce 'l'homas, should he become 
heavily engaged. 
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Thomas will keep pre8~ing up to lIfarietta, his right on the Powdet· Spring 
roau, and his left on the Burnt Hickory, contracting Lis lines as he advanced. 

Yours, truly, 
W. T. SHERJrAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General MCPHKhSON, 

Commanding Army if tl.e Tennes.~ee. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In thefield, Big Slw 11 ty, June 22, 1864-9 p. m. 
GENERAl.: 'When on the hill iu front of your centre to-day, waiting for you, 

I signalled to General Hooker: . 
" How arc you getting along 1 Near what house are you? 

". W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
"~ljIJajor (Jeneral." 

At this hour (9~) I have received this answer: 
"KULP HOUSE-f).30 p. m. 

"We have repulsed two heavy attacks ana feel confident, our only appre­
hension being from our extreme rigbt flank. Three (3) entire corps are in front 
of us. 

ff :l\1ajor General HOOKER." 

I was at the Wallace house at 5.30 p. m., and the Kulp house was within two 
miles, nfld tllOugh I heard some cannollading, I had no idea of his beillg at­
tacked, alld General lIooker must be mistaken about three (3) ('ntire corps be­
illg in hi8 front. J ohuston's army has ouly three corps, and I know there was 
a very re:>pectable force along lIIcPhersou's front, so much so that this general. 
thought the enemy was ma~sing again&t him. I know there was some force in 
front of Palmer and Howard, for I was there. Still, it is very natmal the enemy 
should meet Hooker at that point ill force, and I gave SchofielLl orcler:3 this morning 
to conduct his column from Nose's creek, on the Powder Spring road, taWilI'd 
Mnrictta, and support Hooker's right flank, sending his cavalry down the Pow­
der Spring road towaru Sweetwater, and leaving some infantry from his rear to 
guard the fords. Cllptuin Dayton says Geneml Schofield receipted my orders, 
which were in writing. If later iuformation shows that Schofield is not up, send 
a staff officer and notify him of the necessity, and, if need be, call off' all of 
Palmer'S, and notify McPherson, who has his ordcrs fOl: this very contingency. 
To· morrow, if necd be, we mu~t bring things to a crisi:3. 

Cars and telegraph now all right. Some of John E. Smith's men are at 
Chattanooga, so that I think our road will be better guarded. The cavalry of 
Lowe should be out on the Tennessee road, patrolling from Cartersville to Spring 
place. 

Yours, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

lIfajor General Commanding. 
Mujor General THOMAS, 

Commanding Army of the Cumberland. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the fir/d, Big Sltanty, June 22, 1864. 
GEXERAL: GeneI'll) Hooker, tlis p. m., adva.nced to the Kulpbou~e, two 

a~d a half miles southwest of Mariett.a, and reports finding the enemy ill all 
strong force as three (3) corps. He was attacked twice, and successfully re­
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pulsed the enemy. General Thom~s thinks that that will be th e enemy's tac­
tics, and that you ought to attack Marietta from that side of K enesaw, but r 
judge the safer and better plan to be the one I indicat.ed, viz: for yon to leave 
a light force and cover that flank, and throw the remaillder, rapidly and as much 
out of' view as possible, to our right. 

You may make the necessary orders, anu be prepared for rapid action to­
morrow. So dispose matters that the big guus of Kenesaw will do you as little 
mischief as possible. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Jllnjor General. 
Major Gpneral ?v!CPHRRSON, 

Commanding Army qf the Tennessee. 

HEADQUARTERS UILI'j;ARY D,VISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Big Slwnty, Jvne ~3, 1864, 

GE:\,RRAL: As the question may arise, and you have a right to the support 
of my authority, I now decide tha t the use of torpedoes is justifiable in war in 
advance of an army, so as to make his advance up a river or over a road more 
dangerous and difficult. nut after the adversary has gained the country by 
fair warlike means, then the case entirely changes, 'rhe use of torpedoes in 
blowillg up cars and the road after they a re in our possession, is simply mali­
ciOllS. It cannot alter the great problem, but simply makes trouble. ~ow, if 
torpedoes are found in the possession of an enemy to our rear, you may cause 
them to be put on the ground and tested by wagon-loads of prisoner~, or, if need 
be, by citizens implicated in their use. In like manner, if a torpedo is 8utipected 

oon any pmt of the railroad, order the point to be tested by a car-load of prison­
er~, or cit.izens implicated, drawn by It long rope. Of course an enemy cannot 
complain of his own traps. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHERJ:IAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General J. B. STEEDMAN, 

Commanding District of the EtoU'all, Cltattanooga. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI~SISSIPPI, 

in tltefield, Big Shanty, June 23, 1864. 


General HALLECK, TVashillgton, D. C.: 

'Ve continue to pre8s forward, operating upon the principles of an advance 

against fortified positions. The whole country is one vast fort, and Johnston 
must bave full fifty miles of connected trenches, with abatis ~nd finished bat­
teries. W e gain ground daily, fighting all the time. Ou the 21st General 
Stanley gained It position nea.r the south end of Kenesaw, from which the enemy 
attempted in vain to drive him, and the same day General T. J. vVood'il division 
took a hill wbich the enemy assaulted three times at night without success, 
leaving more than a hundred dead on the gl·011l1U. Yesterday the extreme right, 
Hooker and Schofield, Ilrlvanced on the Powder Spring road to within three 
mil es of Marietta. 'rhe enemy made It strong effort to drive them away, but 
failed signally, leaving more than two hundredl dead on the field. , . 

Our lines are now in close contact and the fighting· incessant, with a good 
deal of artillery. As fast as we gain one position the enemy has another all 
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ready, but I think he will soon have to let go Kenesaw, which is the key to the 
whole country. The weather is now bet.ter, and the roads arc d·rying up fast. 

Our losses are light, and. notwithstanding the repeated breaks in the road to 
our rear, supplies are ample. 

W. T. SHERNfAN, 
JJ1ajor General. 

MEMPHIS, June 22, 1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
All is going well. Forrest still remains at Baldwin and Tupello in large 

force. Smith's force consists of nine thousand ~ 9,000) infantry, three thousand 
cavalry and fOllr (4) batterie~. 'l'hey will move towards Corinth and endeavor 
to draw Forrest as ftu' up as possible. He will no doubt concentrate everything 
this side of Grenada and will Icave Mobile defenceless. If while Smith is 
engaging them, General Canby would send from New Orleans ten thousand 
(10,000) men to }{obile, via Pascagoula, that city wonld be easily captured 
The force of Forrest is larger than you suppose, Lut should have been whipped. 

C. C. WASHBURN, 
llIajor General. 

CHATTANOOGA, June 24, 1864. 
Captain DA YTON : 

The <memy with squads of cavalry arc making desperate efforts to cut our 
communications. The bridges are now all guarded, and mounted force patrol­
ling both sides of the road. Will have tops of cars protected with plank so that 
guards can defend them. General J uo. E. Smith is at Larkinsville this m01'l1ing ; 
can readl Stevenson to-night. 

J. B. STEEDMAN, 
:l\IIajor General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:>J O~' TilE JfISSI1'SIPPI, 
In tlte field, ncar Kenesaw, June 24, 1864. 

GENF.RAL: I am directed by the general commanding to acknowledge the 
receipt tlll'ough you of Gcneral Rou~6eau's communication in copy, the original 
of which also came to hand. 

'l'he general commanding thinks quite favorably of the suggestions therein, and 
desires YOIl to iustruct General R lusseau to gradually collect his available force 
of cllvalry and infantry at Pulaski, Athens and Decatur, upon the representation 
of protecting our roads against Forrest, but really to strike as proposed, the 
eava!ry to be well fed, and the infantry stripped for light rapid movements, and 
to be ready to move at telcgl'liphic notice from liS. The time to do it will be when 
we have forced Johnston across the Chattahoochee. The general commanding 
has just received telegraphic information that General A. J. Smith moves from 
Memphis, via ·Corinth, to engage Forrest, (who is now at Baldwin,) anywhere 
between Corinth and 'l'lIpello. Smith has nine thousand (9,000) infautry and 
three thousand (3,000) cavalry. 

1 am, general, very re~pectfully, yours, 
L. M. DAYTON, Aide-de· Camp. 

:Major General G. H. THOMAS, 
Commanding, 4'c. 
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[Cipller. ] 

HEADQt:ARTERS 1\fILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In t/ujil'irl; near Kenesaw Mountain, JlJ.ne 25, 1864. 

Genernl HALLECK, Was/lillgton, D. c.: 
I have nothing new to report; constant skirmishing and cnnnonading. I am 

making some changes ill the disposition of our men, with a view to attllCk the 
enemy's left centre. I shall aim to make him stretch his line until he weakens 
it, and then break through. 

J olmston has made repeated attempts to break our roads to the rear, und hits 
sllcceeded in two iustances, which were promptly repaired. General Steedman, 
nt Cha,ttauooga , reports that General Pillow approached from the south with 
three thousand (3,000) men, but was met at Lafayette by Colonel Watkins and 
repulsed; full details not yet received. I think the arrangements to protect our 
rear are ample against any probable danger. 

W. T. SHER1\[AN. 
:Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE 1I'IISSISSIPPI, 

1ft thejield, near Kenesaw, June 26, 18u4, 10~ a. m. 


General SCHOFIELD: 

I don't care about Colenel Riley sncceerling; let him throw up a hasty piLrapet 

f0r his guns and fire away, and make all di~PlJ8itions as though he intended to 
force II passage. Same with General Oox, up where he is, It should be done 
to· day, to induce the enemy to strengthen that flank to-llight. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI~SI'lSIPPI, 


Near Kenesaw Mountain, June 26, 1864. 

General LOREXZO THOMAS, Loui,V1:ille, Kentttcky: 


I was gratified at the recl'ipt of your despatch from Chattanooga, I would 
llllye answered sooner if our telegraph had not been broken so often of late. As 
I wrote YOIl, I know all·the people hnve left north Georgia for the region of 
the Flint and Apalachicola, with their negroes .. 

The Tf~giment8 of blacks now in Chattanooga and Tennessee will absorb all 
the recruits we can get; but if you rai~e new regiments, t.hey could be well em­
ployed about Clarksvillll, Bowling Green, and on the Tennessee river--say at 
the terminus of the northwest railroad. lIIy preference is to make this radical 
change with natural slowness. If negroes me taken as soldiers by undue in­
fluence or force, and compelled to leave their women in the uncertainty of their 

. new condition, they cannot be relied on; but if they can put their f;,lmilies in 
some safe place and then earn money as soldiers Or laborers, the transition will 
be more easy and the effect more permanent, 

'What my order contemplated was the eagerness of recruiting captains and 
lieutenants to make up their qllota in order to be commissioned. They W0111d 
use a species of force or undue influence, and break up our gangs of laborers, 
as necessary as soldiers. We find gangs of negro laborers well organized on 
the Mississippi, at Nashville, and along the railroads, most useflll, and I have 
used them with great success as pioneer companies attached to divisions, and I 
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tIl ink it wOllIn be well if a la I\' wouid sanction such an organization, say, of one 
hundred (100) to ellch divisioll of finll' hundred (400) mell. 

The first. st.ep in the liberation of the negro from bondage will be to get him 
Bnd family to a plaee of safety, then to aft'ird him the meaus of providing for 
his family, (for their ills tincts arc very stroug,) t.hen gradunlly ut'e f1 proportio'-l, 
greater lind grea.ter each year, as sailors 1l1111lOoldiers. There will be no great 
difficulty in our absori>illg the four millions (4.000.000) of slaves in this great 
industrious cOlin try of Ours. and being lost to their masters. the cause of the war is 
gOlle, for this great money illtereflt ceases to be an element in our politics and 
civil economy. If yon divert too large a proportion of the able-bodied into the 
ranks, YOII will leave too large a class of black paupers Oil our hands. The 
great ma":l of our soldiery must be of th'e white race, and the black troops should 
for some years be used with caution, and wilh due regard to the prejudice of. 
the races. At! was to be expected, in some iustauces they haye done well. in 
others badly j bnt on the whole the experiment is worthy a f'lir trial, and all I 
ask is t.hat it be not forced beyond thc laws of natural deyelopment. 111 ~lary­
land. l\iis~ouri, and Kentncky, it may.be wisely used to secure their freedom . 
with the consent of owners. 

W. T , SHElnrAN, 
Major Gene-ral Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

H&ADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Near Kenesaw Mountain, June 26, 1864. 

General SCHOFI&LD: 
Is Ibe brigade across Olley's creek. above the Sandtown road, or at the road 1 

DescribEl to me well the situation of that flank, that I may advise Thomas and 
McPherson. 

W. '1', SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield. near Kenesaw Mountain, June 26, 1864. 

Major General SCHOFIELD: 

All ri~ht. Be careful of a brigade so exposed, but I am willing to risk a 
good deal. 

W, T, SHERl\IAN, 
Majur General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In t/~e fie?d, near Keneoaw Mountain, June 26, 1864. 

lIft\ior General SCHOFIELD : 
Good bridge should be made to-night across Olley'S creek, where the brigade 

is across, aud operations resumed there in the morning early. . 
W_ T, SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
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[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
(-Year Kenesaw Mountain, June 27, 1864. 

:Major General SCHOFIELD: "­
I will be on Signal Hill to-day, where I will have a telegraph post. Keep 

some orderlies at your telegraph station, that my orders may reach you during 
the day. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.) 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
_Near K enesaw Mountain, June 27, 1864. 

General 'I'HOMAS : 
I will be on Signal Hill to-day, where I have a telegraph station. Keep Bome 

orderlies at your telegraph office, who can reach you promptly with orders, and 
keep me well advised. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

rCipber_ ) 

HEADQUARTERS JVIILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
lVear Keneww Mountain, June 27, 1864. 

Major General MCPHERSON: 
I will be Oll Signal Hill, where I have a telegraph office. Leave some orderlies 

at your telegraph station, that orders may reach any part of your line with de­
spatches. Keep me well advised, as I must work the flanks according to the 
progress of the centre. 

W. 'I'. SHERlfAN, 
. Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher_ ) 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, June 27, 1864-11.45 a. m. 

General SCHPFIELf) : 
Neither McPherson nor Thomas has succeeded in breaking through, but each 

has made substantial progress at some cost. Push your operations on the flank, 
and keep me advised. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.) 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, June 27, 1864-11.45 a. m. 

General THOMAS: 
McPherson's column marched nenr the top of the hill through very tangled 

brush, but was repulsed; it is found almost impossible to deploy, but they still 

http:1864-11.45
http:1864-11.45
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hold the ground. I wish you to study ~"ell the positions, and if it be possible 
to bn~ak the line do it j it is easier now than it will be hereafter. I hear Leg­
gelt's guns well behind the mountain. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
1I1ajor General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO.v OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, June 27, 1864-1.30 p. m. 

General '1'HO)IAS : 

McPherson and Schofield are at a dead lock. Do you think you Clln carry 
any part of the enemy's main line to.day 1 McPherson's men are up to the 
'abatis, and can't move without the direct assault. I will order the assault if 
you think you can succeed at any point. Schofield has one division clOile up on 
the Powder Spring road, and the other across Olley's creek, about two miles to 
his right and rear. 

W. '1'. Sf:!:ER~IAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:-J OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, June 27, 186t= 2.25 p. m. 

General THOMAS: 

Secure what advantageous ground you have gained j but is there anything in 
the enemy's present position that if we should approach by regular saps Ife could 
not make a dozen new parapets before our saps are completed 1 Does the nature 
of the ground warrant the time necessary for regular approaches 1 

,W. '1'. SH-ERMAN, 
Maj01' General Commanding. 

[CIpher.) 

HJoiADQUARTERS ~IILITARY DIVISIO:-J OF THE UISSISSIPPI, 
. In the field, June 27, 1864.-4.10 p. m. 

General THOMAS: 
Schofield has gained the crossing of Olley's creek on the Sandtown road, the 

only advantage of the day, You may order all ground of value gained to-day 
to be secured, and prepare batteries in the manner proposed by Davis. I doubt 
if we can resort to regular approaches. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

http:1864.-4.10
http:1864-1.30
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[Cipher.] 

HI>ADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO~I OF THE ~IISSI;':SIPPI, 
In tIle field, June 27, 1864.-4. 10 p. m. 

General SCHOFIELD: - t 
Let Cox: secure well the crossing I'\,t Olley'a creek on the Sanrlt()wn road, ana 

take all advaut:lge of that flank Ehould we move in that llircction. Other­
wise hold fast all you have and remain on the defensive. 

W. T. SHER~fAN, 
Major Geneml Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPART.'IE~T OF THE COIRERLAND, 

June 27, 1864.-6 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

'rhe aRsault of the enemy's works in my front was well arranged, and the offi- . 
ccrs aml,men went to their work with the greatest coolness and gal 1:111 try. '.rhe 
failnre to-carry them is due only to the ~trength of the works, and to the fact 
that they were wdl mnnaged, thereby enabling the enemy to hold them securely 
against the assault. We have lost uearly two thousand (2,000) otlieers and 
men, among them two brigade commanoers-Geueml Harker, commanding It 
brigade in Newton's division, and Colonel Dan McCoo\;:, commanding a uri· 
gade in Jeff. Davis's d ·ivi~ion-both reported to be mortally wouuded, be­
sides ~ome six (6) or eight (8) fidd officers killed. 

Both Geueral Harker and Colonel McCook were wounded on the enemy's 
breastworks, and all ~ay had th()y not ueen wounded we wonld have driven the 
enemy from his works. 
. Both Generals Howard and Palmer think that they cau fino favorable posi­
tions on their lines for placing batteries fnr cnfilading the enemy's works. vVe 
took between uinety (90) and one hundred (100) prisoners. 

Respectfully, 
GEO. H. THOMAS,• 

l\;Iajor General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILiTARY DIVISIO:\, OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

iVcar Kcnesaw ll!fountain, June 27, 1864. 
General THOMAS: 

Let YOllr troops fortify as close up to the enemy as pos"iule j get good posi­
tions for artillery, 11I1d group your command as conveniently as yon can by 
corps and divisiolls, keeping reserves. SdlOficld has the, Sandtown rond within 
eleven miles of t.hc Chattahoochee, and we could move by that flank. 'rhe 
qllcstion of supplies will be the only one. I regret beyond mea~Hre t.he loss of 
two such young and dashing officers as Harker and Dan l\fcCook. :McPherson 
lost two or three of his young and clashing officers, which is apt to be the case 
in unsucecs8ful aS5uults . Had we brokell the line to:day it woulr1 have been 
most decisive, bnt as it is our loss is small compared with ~ollle of those east j 
it should Hot in the least discourage \18. At times, assaults are l1cce~sary and 
inevitable. At Arkansas Post we succeeded j at Vicksburg we f>liled. I do 
not think Ollr loss to·day greater than Johnston's when be attack(~d Hooker 
and Schofield, the first day we occttpied our present grouud. 

W. '1'. SHEllMAN, 
1V[ajor General Cf)J}U!w1tding. 
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rCipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITAIlY DIVISlo:\, OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tll.ejidrl, near Kenesaw, June 27, 1864. 

General HALLECK: 
Pursuant to my orderil of the 24th, It diversion was m:tde ou each flllnk of 

the enemy, especially on the Sandtown road, and at 8 a. m. G eneral :\lcPherson 
attacked at the southwest end of the Kenesaw, and General Thomas ilt a point 
about a mile further south j at the same time skirmishers and artillery, along- the 
who\e line, kept up a sharp fire. Neither attack succeeded, though both col­
umns reached the enemy's works, which are very strong. General ~IcPher50n 
reports l1is loss about five hnndred, and General Thomas about two thousand j 

the loss particularly heavy in general and field officers. General Harker i,; re­
ported mortally wounded; also Colonel Dlta McCook, commanding brigade, 
Colonel Rice, 57til Ohio, very seriously. Colonels Baruhill, 40th. Illiuois, and 
Augustine, 55th Illinois, are killed. \ . . 

The fitcilities with which defensive works of timber and earth are constructed 
gives t.he part.y on the defensive great advantage. 

I cannot well turn tlIC position of the cnemy wit.hout abandoning my railroad, 
and we are already so far from our snpplies t/lIlt it is as much as the rond can 
do to feed and supply the army. 'l'here -are no supplies of any kind here. I 
can press Johnston and keep him from re-cnforcing Lee, but to assault him in 
posit.ion will cost us more lives than we can sparE'. 

McPher~oll took to-day a hundred prisoneril and Thomas about as many, but 
I do not. suppose that we have inflicted heavy 108s 011 the enc,my, as he kept 
close behind his parapets. 

W. T. SHER"IAN, 
Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS N[ILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in tltejield, near Kenesaw, June 27, 1864. 

General 1I'IcPHERSO:\' : 
Is General Blair back? Report to me fully his operations for to-day. Scho­

field's right divi8ion (Cox) has gained a good position on the other side of Ol­
ley's creek and at the head of Nickajack. If ,ve had' our supplies welillp I 
would move by the right flank, but suppose we must cover our railroad for a 
few days. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :lIISSiSSIPPI, 
June 27, 1864.-9. p. m. 

General THOMAS: 
Are Y011 willing to risk the move on Fulton, cuttin loose from our railroad? 

It wOllld bring matters to a crisis, and Schofield has secured the w11y. 
,Yo T. SHER?l1AN, 

JWajor General Commanding. 
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[Cipher. ] 

'VASHIXGTOX, June 28, 1564.-4 p. m. 
Major Genrral SHBRMAN: 

General Grant directs me to say tbat tbe movements of your army may be 
made entirely independent of any dllsire to retain J ohllston's furces wbere they 
are. He does not think that Lee will bring allY more additional troops to Rich­
mond, on aecount of the difficulty of feeding tbem. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major General. 

[Cipher.] 

nI>ADQUARTERS lIilLITARY DIVISION O}o' THE l\IISSISSIPPI, 
In tltcfield, near Kenesaw, June 29, 1864. 

lIIajor General HALLECK, TVaslti71gton, D. C.: 
Our 10sH on the 27th will not excecu fifteen hundred (J ;500.) As usual, the 

first reportB were overstated. General Harker is dead. The wounded are do­
ing well, and most are already sent to the rear in cars. Some few of the dead 
and wounded were left in the enemy's hands, close to his parapet. 

I nm accumulating stores that will enable me to cut loose fi'om the railroad for 
II, time, and avoid the Kenesaw Hill, which gives the enemy t.oo much advantage. 
I will aim to gd to the railroad below Marietta by a circuit, or actually reach 
the Ohattahoochee. Our right flank is HOW on the Sandtown road below Olley's 
creek. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HRADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MtSSISSIPPI, 
In tlteficld, near Kenesaw, June 29, 1864. 

General ROUSSEAU, Nasltville, Tenne8see: 
I have yours of the 27th. Of course go on and make all the preparations, but 

do not start until we know something definite of General A. J. Smith, and until 
I have pusbed Johnson across the Ohattahoochee. '1'he points of importance 
arc ):Iontgomery, Opelika, and Oolulllbus, Georgia. I have had forage placed 
at Pensacola in case of the party having to go there. Don't move until I give 
specific orders. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

IIEADQrARTERs MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tll.eficld, near Kenesaw, June 30, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD: 

General 'l'homas is here. He will study his ground well and prepare to re­
lieve Hascall's divisioIf -night, in which event I waut you with your whole 
force t.o occupy between Olley'S creek and Nickajack, to drive the ene~y from 
the forks of the road, lind picket as far down the :Fulton road as Nickajack 
creek, and as fur on the Sandtown road as possible. At the same time General 
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Stoneman's cavalry, supported by McCook, should move across Sweetwater by 
powder Springs, and down the west side of Sweetwater creek to Sweetwater 
town, which crossing once secme, Stoneman to hold it and :McCook to retnrn to 
Lost Mountain. 

General McPherson's command to remain where it is until onr stores are com­
plete, when his cavalry will guard the roads from Marietta towards Alatoona, while 
:McPherson moves with his whole command down the Sandtown road to the 
Chattahoochee. If Johnston holds on to the Kenesaw, then we must strike 
~ome point on the railroad between Marietta and the bridge; but. if he let go of 
Marietta, then we will swing across the railroad to a position that gives us again 
the use of' the railroad. 

W. T. SHEIUfAN, lIfajor General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS Mll.ITARY DIVISION OF THE l\IISSISSIPPI, 
In tllCfield, ncar ]{cncsa1O, June 30, 1864. 

General ROUSSEAU, Nashville, Tennessee: 
The movement that I want you to study and be prepared for is contingent 

on the fact that General A. J. Smith defeats Forrest or holds him well in check 
and after I sllcceed in making Joe Johnston pa.SR the Chattahoochee with his 
army, when I want you to go in person or to send some good officer with 2,500 
good cavalry well armed, and a sufficient number of pack-mules loaded with am­
munition, salt, sngar and coffee, and some bread or flour, depending on the 
country for fOl age, meat and eorn-meal. The party might take two light Rod­
man gnns, with orders in case of very rapid movements to cut the wheels and 
burn the carriages, taking sledges along to break off trunnions and wedge them 
into the muzzles. The expedition should start from Decatur, move slowl'y to 
Blountsville and Ashville, and if the way is clear, cross the Coosa at the Ten 
Islands or the railroad bridge, destroying it after their passage, then move rap­
idly for Talladega or Oxford, and then for the nearest ford or bridge over the 
Tallapoosa. That passed, the expedition should move with rapidity on the rail­
road between 'ruskegee and Opelika, breaking up the road and twi sting the bars 
of irOIl. They should work on that road night and day, doing all the damage 
possible, toward and including Opelikn. If no serious opposition offer, they 
should threaten Columbus, Georgia, and then turn up the Chattahoochee to juin 
us, between l\Iarietta and Atlanta, doing all the mischief possible. :Ko infantry 
in position should be attacked, and the party should avoid all fighting possible, 
bearing in mind, for their (lwn safety, that Pensacola, Rome, the Etowah and 
my army, arc all places of refug·e. IfeompeHed to make Pensacola, they should 
leave their horses, embark for New Orleans and come round to Nashville again. 

Study this well and be prepared to act on orders when the time eomes. 
Selma, though important, is more easily defended than the route I have named. 

W. T. SHEmIAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE OHIO, June 30, 1864. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

It occurs to me as a question worthy of consideration whether Johnston, in 
anticipation of your present movement. may not bring up to Marietta two (II' 

three weeks' supplies, close the gorge of' his lines in real' of Marietta, and llleet 
you there in a strongly intrenclied position and with a greater amount of sup­
plies than you can carry. 

J. l\I. SCHOFIELD, Major General. 



J 
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HEADqUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION O¥ THE :MISSISSII'PI, 
In the }ield, neaT Kenesaw, Ju1te 30, 18G4-S~ p. m. 

G1?neralSCHOJo'IELD: 
,Tohnston may uo as YOIl suggest, but I bardly thipk, even in tbe event you 

cOlljectnre, will he be willing' to have me interfere between him and tbe rest of 
the confedel'l1cy. I am not bound to attack him in his position, after getting below 
him, but 'may crMS the Chattahoochee anrl destroy all his railroads before he can 
prevent it, which will he a de8perate game for us both. I am aware of all the 
cllallces, but we JOust take the initiative and risk something, or attack him 
where he now is. 

Our communications are now secure, and the time more favorable for making 
a risk than if we wait looking at each other till he gets cavalry to our rear. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
~Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS :ruILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

1n the }ie:d, neal' Kenesaw, June 30, 1864. 


General SCHOFIELD: 


I think T hnve contempb.ted every move on the chess-board of war, but nm 
always much obliged for your full views. I regard each of my three armies as 
able to hold in check any attempt of the enemy to mass or overwhellll a part 
until the others come np, fnd try so to manage that each army is an unit. 
ShoulJ J ollilston holJ U8 in thc new position aimed at, we still have the Ala­
toona and 1<:towa11 to our rear all safe, and more secure by a division of five 
thousand (5,000) men that has reached Chattanooga and Kingston from Hunt~­
ville. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUAHTERS lIIILITAIlY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlu }ield, near Kenesaw, July 1, 1864. 

Gcncral STgEDMAN, Chattanooga, Tennessee: 
'l'o-ll10rrow I propose to move in such a way that my communication with 

the railroad may be broken for f'om~ days, and great attention must be given 
to the line of the Etowah, especially Cmtersville and Alatoona. Now that you 
have Gcneral ,John E. Smith's di,visiol1, send to Alatoona and Rome the two 
regiments that belong there, that have been detained along t.he road. You will 
now have all of Lowe's divisioIl of cavalry for guarding off to the east; it has 
heretofore been tied down to Kingston, but should now be over about Adairs­
ville and Talking Rock, scouting all the time. 

W. T. SHERl\fAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

i[Cipher. ], 

READQCARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO~ OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the }ield, neal' Kenesaw, July 1,' ]'864. 

lIflljor General HALLECK, fVasltillgton, D. C.: 
General SdlOfielll is now south of Olley's creck ane' on the head of Nickajack. 

I have beel! hnr.rying down proyisiolls and forage, ana to-morrow llight propose 
tu move GcnerallllcPhcrson from the left to the extreme right, back of General 
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Thomafl. This will bring my right within tln'ee miles of Chattahoochee, and 
about five of the railroad. By this movempnt I t.hink I can force Johnston to 
mOve hia army down from Kenesaw to defcnd his railroad cro.ssing and the Chat­
tahoochee, when I will by the left flank reach the railroad below ~'lari e t,ta . But 
I Cllt loose from the railroad with ten (10) days' supplies in wagons. Johnston 
may come out of his intrenchments and attack Gelleral Thomas, wldch is what 
I wnnt, for General 1'homas is well intrenched parallel with the encmy, south 
of Kenesaw. I think Alatoona and the line of the Etowah arc ~trong enough 
for me to venture on this move. The movement is substantially down the 
Sandtown road, straight for Atlanta. 

w. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher) 

H~AD(tUARTERS ~fll.I"fAnY DIVISION OF TH~ 1IIISSISSIPPI, 
in the fietd, near Kenesaw, July 2, 1864. 

General RO(JSSEAU, Naslwille, Tlmnessee: 
Now is the time for the raid to Opelika. Telegraph me whether you go your­

self, or who will command. Forrest is in ~Jississippi. and Roddy has also gone 
there. All other rebel cavalry is here. 

w. T. SHElrMA~, 
JJJoj(}r Gl!Ilfral Commanai·ng. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITAIIY DIYISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, Marietta, July 3, 1864-6i p. m. 

General MCPHERSON: 
'rhomas has Hooker oOn the road out. of Marietta, which is ·called an Atlanta 

road, but runs to the Sandtown road, crossing Nickajack at Ruff & Dunn's 
mill j he finds t.he enemy int.renched a mile this side of t.he mill. Howard is 
on the main Atlanta road, which is on the left of the railroad, and Palmer is 
intermediate, all finding the ,enemy near t.he line iudicated by t.he cros8road from 
above "Veek'::> to the main road, about a mile and a half belolV Ruff's. I am con­
vinced the enemy left Marietta in haste and confllson this moming. All the col­
um!1~ have taken many prisoners, and had the pursuit been vigorous we could have 
secllred three or four thousand (3,000 or 4,000) pri801wrs and many wagons. 1\ow 
the halt is of,course to save time. If you ever worked in your life, work at day­
brenk to-morrow on the flank, crossing Niekajack somehow, and the moment 
you discover confusion pour in your fire: You know what a retreatillg mass 
across pontoon bridges means. Feel strong to-night and make feints of pursuit 
with artillery. I know Johnston's withdrawal is not strategic, but for good 
reasons, after he crosses the Chattahoochee j but his situation with t.hat river behind 
him is not comfortable at all. If you can get him once started, follow up and 
call on Schofidd. Let him read this. You both see the whole game as weU 
a~ I do. Let Stoneman threaten about Baker and Howell's ferries, lind you 
f:lecure, if you can, the bridge and crossing at Niekajack, opposite Thomas. 
will send LogllJl to you to-morrow. but you have as many men as can operate 
in that pocket. I don't confine you to any crossing, but press the enemy all 
the time in flank, till he is across the Chattahoochee. 

w. T. SHERMA~, 
Major General Commanding. 

I 
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HRAIIQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltejiJdd, Marietta, July ::J, 1864-61 p. m. 

GENERAL THOMAS: 
'l'he mare I reflect, the mare I know. Jahnston's hult is to save time to cross 

his material and mell. No general, such as he, would invite battle with the 
Chattahoochee behind him. I have ordered McPherson and Schofield to cross 
Nickajaek at any cost, and work night and day to· get the enemy started in 
confiJsion toward his bridges. I know you appreciate the situa~ioll. lYe will 
never have such a chance again, and I want you to impress 011 Rooker, Howard, 
and Palmer the importance of the most intense energy of attack to· night aud in 
the morning, and to press with vchemeuce at any cost of life and material. 
Every inch of his line should be felt, and the mament there is a give, pursuit 
shauld be made by day with lines, and by night with a single head of column 
and section of artillery to each corps following a road. Hoaker should com­
municate with McPherson by a circuit, if necessary, and act in conccrt. You 
know what loss would ensue to Johnston if he crosses his briJges at night in 
confusion, with artillery thundering at random on his rear. 

I have reason to know that if our head of calumn had made for Ruff's instead 
of Marietta, we would have cut aff two thousand (2,000) men and three hunured 
(300) wagons. But still we have naw the best chance ever offered of a large 
army fighting at a disadvantage, with a river to his rear. 

Send copies of this to' Hooker, Palmer, and Howard. I have instructed 
McPherson, Schafield, and Garrard. 

W. 'I'. SHl~m[AN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
IYla'l'ietta, Ga., July 3, 1864-10 a. m. 

General HALLECK, Wasltington, D. 0.: 
The movement on our right caused the enemy to evacuate. We occupied 

Kenesaw at daylight. and Marietta at '81' a. m. Thamas is maving don' n the 
main road taward the Chattahoochee, McPherson toward thc mouth 0'1' Nickajack, 
on thc Sandtawn road. Our cavalry is on the extreme flank. ,Yhether the 
enemy will halt this side of Chattahaoehee or noe will soon be known. ~Ia­
rietta is almost entirely abandoned by its inhabitants, and more than a mile of 
the railroad iron is removed between the town and the foot of Kenesaw. I pro­
pose t.o press the enemy close till he is across the Chattahaoehee river, when I 
Dlust accumulate stores and better guard my rear. 

W. T. SHERMAN. 
Majur General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, July 4, 1864. 

G£XERAL: I am satisfied the enemy will attempt with his cavalry to cross 
the Chattahaoche abont Roswell, and make an attempt an our eammnnicatians. 
To counteract him you will move in that direction, and watch close, tnking some 
po~ition ill which to rallyaur infantry. a brigade of which is at Mari<'l.ta. a ~trong 
brig'lde at Alatoana, and General Thamas will be instructed to' hold JfcCook's 
brigade rendy to' go to your assistance. You may draw out at once and go to' 
Roswell, and if you can find your 'my to it yau may gain a secnre pasition, 
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from which you can watch that point. In case the enemy's cavalry get across, 
you mllst hurry to him, wherever opposition is possible, and send couriers rapidly 
to me, and to the point of the railroad threatened. In the mean time, report to 
me frequently, and use your cavalry as though you were preparing to cross 
yourself, 01· were only waiting for the waters to subside and make the ford 
practicable. Yon now understand the geography so well there th,tt I have no doubt 
yon clln prevent "Yhep.ler from doing much damage between lVIa~·ietta alltl ~Ia~ 
toonu. In case he pu~se8 dOWll by Canton to go toward Cartersville scud notIce, 
and hang on his rear. 'Ye now have a full division of infantry at Kingston . 
.Arrest every citizen in the country whom you find likely to prove a spy, and 
keep moving, so that your force cannot be computed. 

I am, &c., 
w. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
General GARRARD, 

Commanding Division of Cavalry. 

HEADQUAR'IERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, July 4, 1864. 
:Major General THOMAS: 

I have no c10ubt that the enemy will attempt to molest our rear with his cavalry, 
and that he has reserved Roswell fortified for that very pllrpose. '1'0 counteract 
his designs, I have ordered Garrard with his whole cavalry to proceed to Ros­
well, take the place if he can, otherwise hang near it, watching the river, oppo­
sing such a movement all he can, and giving us and all points of the railroad 
timely notice. I wish you would so hold McCook as promptly to re-enforce Gar­
rard if uer.d be. As Boon as I ascertain the exact situation on the rigbt, as to 
Turner's Ferry, and what progress :McPherson has made, I will order Schofield 
round where Garrard now is. I will go to-morrow, and in the mean time I wish 
yon to hold strong the points now at Howard's anel Palmer's head of column, 
and merely picket light the road by wbich Garrard moved, as I ft;el sure the 
enemy will not attempt a sally there. Hooker neerl not hold the line from 
Palmer round to McPherson's, but draw in to his left, save by a line of videttes. 
I want you with your whole army to press steadily down on the enemy, while 
McPherson cuts in on his Hank, Schofield to be held to re-puforce either part. 
Stoneman will threaten to cross the Chattahooche, and break the Atlanta and 
'Vest Point road, especially if the enemy send cavalry against onr line of road. 
Iustead of occupying Ackworth, Big Shanty, and Marietta, I think we llad 
lletter concentrate about tbe base of Kenesaw, near that water station, a point 
that CQuld be defended against cavalry with great ease. 

lam, &c., w. T. SHERl\IAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THF. MISSISSIPPI, 

In tile field, three miles from railroad bridge, J1t1y 5, 1864-8 p. m. 

GENERAL: I have ordered Schofield over to this road, in real' of the centre, 
preparatory to moving him over to about the north of Rottenwooel, or Roswell 
factory, according to reports I may receive from General Garrard. I was in 
hopes yon would get control of the ridge commanuing 'l'urller's Ferry before the 
enemy could get across, bnt I think it is now too late, ullle~s you have gained the 
ridge described as lying along the Chattahooche, above the month of' Nickajack. 
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Do not attempt it unless it be certain of Sllccess, 01' unless you know tha~ some 
part ofJohnston's army or material is not yet across. My information is tbat Hood's 
and Polk's corps are across, and that Hardee remains 011 this side, occupying 
a line of intrenchments from the bridge down to Nickajaek. I rather think the 
enemy will preserve this order of things ulltil we develop our game. Stolleman 
will contillue to threaten the rivel' between Nickajack and Sweetwatel', and you 
may co-operate and gain any substantial advantllgeyou can, but be prepared to 
move wIlenever events may call. Hooker t>hould be up nearer to Palmer. How­
at'd's left is on the Chattahoochee, neal' Paice's Ferry, where the enelllY had a 
pontoon bridge, which is cut loose and is swung to their bauk. I understand 
he has two pontoon bridges at the railroad bridge. That bridge · is still good, 
and was being very actively used to-day in passing trains. We have the road to 
within about two (2) miles of the bridge, including Vining's Station, where J ohn­
stan was last night. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHEmIA~, 

. Major General Commanding. 
:Major General :r.ICPHERSON. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION 01" THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, near Ckattalwoclue rzver, July 5, 1864. 

DEAR STONEMAN: I have yoill' note, which is very satisfactory. I have 
heard of your general success from other quarters. I will instruct General 
Barry to give you a good four-gun battery if he can get one from so me of the 
commands. Onr left is now on the river above the railroad bridge. 'rVe find 
Hardee's corps intrenched on this ;,:ide the river from the bridge clown to t,he 
month of Nickajack; we heal' the other two corps and militia are across. ,Ve 
can see Atlanta plain, but it will require hard fighting and science to take it. 
It lllllSt be clone. Garrard is gone up to Roswell, and I hope to hear from llim 
to-night. I think Johnston will scud all his effective cavalry round by the 
north to strike our railroad, and must keep Garrard well on that flank with 
McCook to snpport him. I think yon can whip anything that attempts to cross 
011 your flank. Keep up the delusion of our .:rossing below Sandtown as long 
as posr;ible, and I have reason t.o believe the enemy expects it. ,Ve have a 
nice game of war and must make no mistakes. We ought to have caught 
Johnston on his retreat, but he had prepared the way too well. We have killed 
and crippled a good number and have a couple thousand prisoners, some taken 
in fail' fight and some gathered up straggling behind. He can no longer look 
into our eall1p~ as he did from Kenesaw. 'rryand pick up as many of hi~ scouts 
as you can, and gather in every citizen of whom you entertain a suspicion. 
Schofield will move over tQ our left, up the Chattahoochee, about Roswell 01' 

below it. ,Vrite often. l\fy headquarters are on the main road about three 
miles back from railroad bl'idge. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

CCipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS l\'IILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
1n t7w field, near Clwttalwocltee river, July 5, 1864. 

General IIA LLEGK, vVasltington: 

On tIll< 3d we plIl'sned the enemy by all the roads south till we found him 
in an intrenched po~ition which had been prepared in advance j its salient on 
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the main ]\fariett.a and Atlanta rond about five miles south of Mariet.ta, and the 
willO's behind the Nickajack and llottenwood creeks. During the 4th, General 
Tho~l1as pressed the salient, and McPherson amI Schofidd moved against Niek. 
ajrlck. By pressing close and threatening the Uhattahooehee at Sandtown and 
below, J ohllston retreated in the night, and now has his main foree and wagons 
acrosS the Chattahoocbee, with Hardee's corps on dds side strongly intrenebed 
in a sort of tVle-tZu-pont on a ridge of bills beginning at the railroad bridge 
and extending down t.he river to t.he mouth of the Nickajack. We have worked 
hard, anel now 'l'hOIllIlS' left is on the Chat.tahoochee, three miles above the 
railroad bridge at Paice's Ferry. St.oneman has been most active with the 
cavalry about Sweetwater, and is now on dle Chat.tahoochee about Sandtowll, 
and Gelleral Garrard started this morning for Roswell Factory. I have no 
report from him yet. I am now far ahead of my railroad IUld telegraph and 
want them to catch up, and may be here some days. Atlanta is in plain "iew 
!line miles di~tant. We have bad continual skirmishing, but our losses are 
sman, while we have 'inflicted more to the enemy. Our prisoners taken in the 
last two clays will not filiI much short of two t.housand (2,000 .) The extent 
of t.be enemy's parallel already taken is wonderful, and much of the same sort 
confronts us yet, and is seen beyond the Chattahoochee. 

. W. 1'. SHERiVIAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS l\IILlTARY DIVISION OF THE l\IISSISSIPPI, 
1n tlwfidd. near Clwttalwoc1we River, July 6, 1864. 

GENI.;RAL: I have .iust received your note annollncing that you have posse8­
Eioll of Roswell. 'l'his iR important; watch well the crossing there, but not in 
force, keep your main ferce concealed somewhat. General McOook has just 
started for S,Jme point between Rot.tenwood and Soap creeks, where he will be 
near you. I inteud to throw Schofield over on that flank the moment I pro­
pose to attempt a crossing. Fords are much better than bridges, and therefore 
have the river examined well as to fords. I am on the main road at t.he point 
where a branch goes to Vining's, on t.he'railroad. Rowitrd is at Vining's, m{d 
has possession of Paice's. McPherson's right is at Howell's Ferry, below Nicka· 
jack. The enemy holds this bank from the railroad bridge down to Kicklljack, 
and seems to have it well fortified. Atlanta in plain view. Stoneman threatens 
the river down to Sweetwater. I will soon have a telegraph at Vining's, and 
yon can thus communicate by Marietta. You will have rest for a few days, and 
should take Ilrlvllntage of all grain.fields. 

, Your~, truly, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

IVlajor General Commanding. 
General GARRARD.. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DiVISION OF THE l\fIsSISSIJ'PJ, 
I'll, tlteficld, on Cltattaltooclwe, July 6, 1S64. 

Major Geneml Ir.~LLECKe Was/tington, D. C.: 

I have just received Secretary Stanton's despatch, and don't understand how 
Semmes aBO crew were allowed to leave the sinking Alabama in an Englh,h 
yacht. 

I would have preferred the Pl'esident had not proclaimed martial hlW in Ken· 
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tucky, but simply allowed the military commanders to arrest and banish all 
malcontents, while the honest and industrious stay-at-homes were encouraged 
by the increase of security. J ohn8ton made two oreaks in the railroad, one 
above Marietta, and one near Vining's Station. The former is already done, and 
Johnston's army has already heard the sound of our locomotives. 'l'hc telegraph 
is done to Vining'R, and the field wire i~ just.at my bivouac, and will be ready to 
carry this to you as soon as t1"llnslated mto cipher. 

I propose to study the crossings of the Chattahoochee, and when aU is ready, 
to move quir.:k. As a beginnrllg, I keep the wagons and troops weI! back from 
the river, and display to the enemy only the picket line, with a few batteries 
along at random. Have moved General Schofield to a point where he can in a. 
single march reach the Chattahoochee at a point above the railroad bridge, 
where there is a ford. At present the waters are turbid and swollen by the late 
rains, but if the present hot weather lasts, the water will run down very fast. 
We have pontoons enough for four (4) bridges, but, as our crossing will be 
resisted, we must manceuvre some. All the regular crossing-places are covered 
by forts Apparently of long_construction; but we ~hall cross in due time, and 
instead of attacking Atlanta direct, 01' any of its forts, propose to make a circuit, 
de~troying all its railroads. 'l'his is a delicate movement and must be done 
with caution. 

Our army is in good condition and full of confidence, but the weather is 
intensely hot, And a good many men have fallen with sun-stroke. This is a high 
and IUl,9.lthy country, and the sanitary condition of the army is good. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'rHE :MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltejield, Clwttalwoclwe River, July 6, 1864. 

General ROUSSEAU, Nashville and Decatur: 
That cavalry expedition must now be off, and must proceed with the ntmost 

energy and confidence. Everything here is favorable, and I have official inform­
ation that General A. J. ~mith is out from :M:emphis with force enough to give 
I,'ol'l'est full occupation. Expeditions inla,nd are also Ollt from.Vicksburg and 
Baton Ronge, as well as against Mobile. If managed with secrecy nnd rapidity 
the expedition cannot fail of success and will accomplish much good. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lVIajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Catta)wochee, July 7, 1864-8 a. m. 

DEAR GBNBRAL: I send Major McCoy down to see you. I did intend to 
ride the lines to-dny, but have my milld so intent on a crossing place that I 
want to be near. 'rhe cars now run into Marietta and down as far as a break, 
that will be repairea to-day, about four miles back of the bridge. 

The enemy hold, as a lete-dM'pont, the hills from ~ick~ack to a point about 
two miles above the bridge. I rather prefer this sho1!ld be so, as he will have 
less on the other side. I wish you to display as much anxiety to crOS8 as pos­
sible and as low down, but keep your masses ready to move to the real quarter 
.when rer1nired. 

I wish you to use artillery pretty freely, and if, as I understand, you have a. 
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plnna-ing fire on the extreme point of that range neal' Nickajack, get plenty of 
guns':.-say thirty-and give it thunder. 

I send yon a copy of an important despat.ch from Canby, in addition to which 
General Rousseau will start from Decatur for Opelika. 

If yon see Stoneman feel him, and see how he would like to work down the 
river, say thirty (30) miles, and also make a dash at Opelika, swinging back to 
us or to Rome for safety. A break of twenty miles from Opelika westward is 
perfectly practicab!e a.nd would be a good blo,:. In the mca~ time, we can im­
prove our commUl1\catlOus and get a sure crossmg at some pomt above. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major Gmtl'al Commanding 
General ~fCPHERSON. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISiON OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, neat· Clwualwoclue, July 7, 1864. 

GENERAL: Your report is received and is most acceptable. I had no idea 
that the factories at Roswell remained in operation, but supposed the machinery 
had all been removed. Their utter destruction is l;ght and meets my entire 
approval; and to make the matter complete, you will arrest the owners and em· 
ployes and send them under guard, charged with treason, to Marietta, and I 
will see as to any man in America hoisting the French Bag, and then devoting 
his labor and capital to supplying armies in open hostility to onr governmeut, 
and claiming the benefit of his neutral flag. Should you, under the impulse of 
anger, natural at contemplating such perfidy, hang the wretch, I approve the 
act beforehand. 

I Im.e sent Gcneral Schofield to reconnoitre over on that flank, and I want a 
lodgement made on the other bank as soon as possible, anywhere from Roswell 
down to the vicinity of Soap's creek. I have no doubt the opposite bank is 
picketed, but, as you suy, the main cavalry force of Wheeler has moved to the 
other flank, and we should take advantage of it. If you can make a lodge1llent 
on the south bank anywhere, and secure it well, do so. General Schofield will 
be near to follow it up and enlarge the foothold. He had just started from 
Ruff's Station Ii few minutes before I received your despatch, but I tel egraphed 
the subst.ance to be sent to overtake him. Keep a line of couriers back to 
Marietta, aQd telegraph me very fully and often. I now have the wires to my 
bivouac. 

By selecting some one ford, say the second or third below the mouth of Wil­
leyoe creek on your sketch, and holding Ii force there concealed, say Ii brigade 
wiLh your battery; then have the heads of each of your other two brigades 
cross at night at the nearest fords, and, without firing Ii gun, close in front of the 
brigade in position read,y to cross with artillery. 'When across with artillery, 
the bei5t posit.ion on a commanding hill should be fortified. I wiII see that the 
cavalry is relieved by General Schofield at once. I merely suggest this plan, 
and its execution about daylight to·mOlTOW, and I prefer you should do it. 

I assure you, spite of any little disappointment I may have expressed, I feel 
for you personally not only respect but affection, and wi~h for you unmeasured 
success and reputation; but I do wish to inspire all cavalry with my conviction 
that caution and pl'llJenc,e should be but a very small element in their characters. 

I repeat my orders that you arrest all people, male and female, connected 
with those factories, no matter wilat the clamor, and let them foot it, under guard, 
to Marietta, whence I wiII send them by cars to the north. Destroy and make 
the same disposition of all mills, save small flouring-mills manifestly for loeal 
use, but all saw-mills and factories diBpos~ of effectually, and useful laborers, 
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excused, by reason of their skill as manufacturers, from conscript.ion, are as 
much prisoners as if armed. The poor women will make a howl. Let them 
take along their children and clothing, provicling they have the ml' ans of b<wling 
or you can ~pare them. 'Ye will ret,tin them nntil they can reach it country 
where they can live in peace and security. 

In your next letter give me as much information as you can as to the size 
and dimensions of t,he bnrIlc'd bridge at Roswell across the Chattahoochee. 'Ye 
have plenty of pontoon briuging, but I much prefel' fords for so large an army 
as we have. 

I am, with respect, yours truly, 
W. T. SHEmfAN, 

J\lJajor Geneml Commanding. 
Geueral GARRARD, 

Ruswell, Geo1gia. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS ~fILIT.\RY DIVISION OF TIlE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlufield , near C11.att(thoocnee; July 7, 1864. 

General liALLECK, WasMngtun, D. C.: 
General t;,urard 'reports to me that he is in possession of Rosswcll, where 

were several valuable cotton lIud wool factories in full operation, nbo paper­
mills, all of which, by my order, he de~troyed by fire. They had beell for 
years engaged exclusively at work for the confederate government; and the 
owner of the woollen factory disp layed the French flag, Lnt as he failed also to 
show the Ullited StateE flag, Geneml Garrard burned it. also. Tht: main cotton 
factory was valned at a million of United Stlttes dollars. 'rhe cloth on hand is 
reserved for the usc of Uuited States hospitals; and I have ordered General 
Garrard to arrest for treason all owners and employes, foreign und native, and 
send them ullder gnUI'd to Uarietta, whence I will send them north. Being ex­
empt from conscription, t1ley are as much govel'lled by the rules of war as if in 
the ranks. The women can find employment in Indiana. 'l'hi~ whole region 
was devoted to manufactories, but I will destroy everyone of them. J ohn­
stan is mallccuvring against my right, and I will try and pa.ss the Cha.ttllhoo­
chee by my left. Ask nil'. Stanton not to publish the 8ubst,nnce of my de­
spatches, fur they reach Richmond in a day, and are telegraphed at .once to At­
lant a. The A tlanta papers contain later news from Washington than I get 
from :Xashville. Abllolute silence in military matters is the only saf,; rule. Let 
our public learn patience and common sellse. 

W. '1'. SHER1fAN, 
11fajor General Commanding. 

NEW ORLEANS, June 27, 1864. 

:Major General SHERMAN: 

General 'Vashburn has sent me a copy of your despatch to him of the 14th 
instant. I had previously written to him th:1.t he should employ A. J. Smith's 
troops, and any others that he could reach, to pursue and, if posti ible, destroy 
Forrest':; command. I have placed under his,control all the militia from the 
llort.hwestern Stutes that were ordered to report (,0 me, and severa.l regiments of 
old troops fl om ~Iissollri. This will enable him to give Smith an effective 
force of twdve (12) or fifteen (15) thousand men, and leave a reserve of fi.ve 
thousand (5,000) for other operationE. I will ~tart the expedition against Mo­
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bile four days later. A cavalry expedition will start at thc samc. time from 
Vicksburg, for the purposc of distracting t.he att.ention of the enemy from Smith's 
operations and those in this neighborhood. A large cavalry force will leave the 
river above Baton Rouge for the purpose of cuttillg the Mobile and Ohio road, 
lind Steele will also be instructed to make a demonstration ill the direction of 
Price's forcc. IIffc have labored under great disadvantages in having no re­
sonrces for water transportation on the river, but this will soon be overcome. 

E. R. S. CANBY 
j)lIajor General. 

[Cipher·l • 

HEADQUARTERS M1LITARY DIVISION OF THE JfIS!,;ISSIPPI, 

• In t.he field, near CIUlttaltoocltee, -July 7, 1864. 
General E. R. S. CANBY, New Orleans: 

Your despatch of the 27th June is received and is vcry agreeable news. I 
think Gcnerals Smith and Mower can take care of Eorrest.. IVe have fought 
Johnston steadily back for a hundred miles over very diHieult ground fortificd at 
immense labor. I don't think our loss exceeds that of the enemy. It has been 
onc immcn~c skirmish, with small battles interspersed. 

This army remains strong in numbers and spirit, and has been wonderfully 
supplied. Tbough repeatedly broken, our railroad and telegraph arc in good or­
der to the rear, and I hayc depots of' supplies accumulated at fortified points to 
my rcaI'. 

Atlanta is in sight, and is defended by a well·handled army and a circle of 
fini shed redoubts; yet I shall not pause. ToPe expeditions from Memphis, Vicks­
burg, and Baton ROllge are most important, and will keep employed the forces 
of the clIenlY tlHtt might be most mischievous to my rear. 

Also, the move on :Mobile will be most opportuue, no matter in what strength, 
even if confiued to It feint. 

On the 9th I start a lightly cquipped cavalry force of about three thousand, 
(3,000,) without wagons, from Dl~catur, Alabama, to Opelika, to break up the 
single track from Montgomery castward, the effect of which will be to separate 
AlaLama from Georgia. 'l'his force may be compelled to go to Pensacola. 
Pl<:>asc let the commanding officer at Penmcola look out for them about the 20th 
to 25th f)f July. If they make Pensacola, they will leave .bor~e~ thCl'e and 
come back to ']'enncssee by water. Major General Rousseau will command. 

W. '1'. SHElUlAN, 
11lajo'r General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTRRS MILITARY DIVISION OF THF.1lIISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, near Cltattalwocnee rirer, July 7, 1864. 
General ROUSSEAU, Naslwille and Decatur: 

I have no new instructions or information to convey to you, but expect yon 
to leave Decatur on the 9th. If Roddy be about '1'useumbia you might selld a 
8mall infantry.force down to Waterloo to amuse him by threatening to cross and 
to burn the Beal' Oreek bridge, eight (8) miles back from Eastport and five (5) 
miles east from Iuka. You may give ont that yon are going to Selma, but be 
sure to go to Opelika and break up ra.Uroad between it and Montgomery. 'rhere 
is but a single road there that Hnites t.he Georgia ro';ds with !.he .ldabamit roads. 
I am convinced General A. J. Smith will give full employment to Forrest, and I 
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will keep Joe Johnston fully em~loyed, and Canby will look ont for the Mobile 
garrison. 'When yon reach the roads, do YOUl' work well, burn t,he t.ies in piles, 
heat the iron in the middle, aild when red-hot let t.he men pull the ends so as to 
give a twist to the rail. If simply bent the mils may be Ilsed again; but if the 
rails are twisted or wrenched they cannot be used again. In retreatiug. you 
should take the back track; and ifpursued, turn for me, or for Rome, or Kings­
ton. or Alat.oona. 

De sure to take no wagons. but pack some led horses. Travel early and late 
in the days. but rest at midday and midnight. Spare your horses for the first 
week, and keep them ready for the return trip. I think the only foree in your 
route is Pillow's, about Oxford, or Jacksol1ville, or Gadsden. We are down to 
t.he Chattahoof hee and w.ill soon be across. All is well with us. _ 

• W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

Ih:ADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwficl.d, near Chattalwuchee, July 7, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD, RUjj'8 Station: 
You may move to the neighborhood of the mouth of Soap's creek. Mask 

well your commnnd, and make It lodgement across the Chatt.ahoochee, but do not 
attempt it unt.il yon have a ford Ileal' by, by which to re-enforee the party first 
sent, or by which it may be necessary to retire. We ean, after lodgemellt, make 
roads to the crossing, alld may add pQntoon bridges, of which we have enough for 
four briclge8. After secllring a point opposite Soap's creek, Roswell's will follow 
as a matter of course, and will be additional. 'rhe moment I hear tbat General 
Garrard has made a lodgement at Roswell's, I will send a division of General 
lHcPher,;on to hold fast all he makes. With Roswell's and mouth of Soap's 
creek, we have plen.ty of room, wit.h Marietta as the uepot. 

I will go down to General McPherson's and stir them up in the morning by 
way of diver~ion. 

W. T. SHER1IAN, 
lIIajor General Gommanding. 

HgADQtJART~:RS MILITARY DIVIS16N OF THE MISSI&SIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Ghattalwocllee, July 8, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD, Ruffs Station: " 
It is all important I should know as soon as possible the general topography 

on the other side of the river, as to the practicability of the roads in every di­
rection, e~pecially toward StOlle nIOtlflt and Decatur. If you can catch a few 
people who ongh~ to know all about it send them to me. 

I will go to the extreme right to-day. General Rousseau will start from De­
catur for OjJelika to-morrow, und General Stoneman may feign down as far as 
Campbcltoll. I think the railroad bridge was bUl'lled lust night. No other 
news. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lYIajor General Commanding. 
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DECATUR, July 8, 1864. 
:Uajor General.SHER;\IAN : 

I am off to-day, lifter atl sorts of petty annoyances composing delays. I 
hope to accomplish fully what YOlldeaire, and shall do my best. I go sixteen 
(16) miles to-duy, and hope to reach the point in seven (7) to eight (8) days. 

L. H. ROU~SEAU, 
IVlajor General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TH8 :MISSISSIPPI 
If/, tliefield, near Chattalwochee, July 9, 1864. 

General 'rHOMAS : 
I have an Atlanta paper of the 6th. I think its tone is changed, and it apolo· 

gizes for the necessity of civilians quitting the place. By it I see that General 
Slocum is at Jackson, Mississippi. and have no doubt we will soon perceive the 
effect of General Smith'i! move in Mississippi, and General Canby's against 
Mobile. 

If'General Howard could get a cable over to that pontoon bridge and haul it 
into place, it would be a constant threat at that point. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Tn tlte fidd, near C hattalwocliee, July 8, 1864. 

General 'l'HOMAS: 
General Garrard will effect a lodegment to·morrow morning at Roswell, and 

General Schofield about the mouth of Soap's creek. The moment I hear that 
General Garrard is successful, I will send one of General McPherson's corps 
up; but he is so far off that it may become necessary to re-enforce him (General 
Garrard) iu the night to-morrow, in which case I will call for a division of Gene­
ral Ho\vard, nearest to Roswell, to be relieved by General McPherson as Boon 
as' he can get there. At day break to-morrow make some display to assist in 
covering the movements. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

ROSWELL, July 9, 1864-7 a. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I have the ridge on the south bank of the river. The infantry should come 
up at once. I see no reason w by I cannot hold it; but cannot tell what may 
occur before long. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. GARRARD, 

Brigadier General U. S. v: 

ROSWELL, July 9, 1864-9 p. m. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

J have to report the arrival of General Newton with his division, 4th corps. 
All was quiet, and he relieved me about dark. :My cavalry pickets are about 

8 * 
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two miles from the river on the Atlanta road. There has been but slight oppo­
sitioll to-day, though my cavalry pickets stand opposite to those of the enemy, 
and have had some skirmiHhing. No sign of large force of the enemy's infllOtry. 
'1'he ford is very rOllO'h, and about belly-deep. 'Wagons might be passed over, 
though it would be b"etter to have the bridge built. Dimensions of old bridge: 
length six hundred and forty-two (642) feet; six (6) spans; good stone piers 
fourteen (14) feet from water. 

K. GARRARD, 
Brigadier General Commanding Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, near C halla/wocltee, July 9, 1864. 
General HALLECK, TVashington, D. C.: 

I telegraph to YOll, and Mr. Secretary St.anton answers. Drop me a word 
now and then of advice and encouragement. I think I have done well to main­
tain such an army in this country, fighting for sixty (60) days, and yet my 
losses are made up by the natural increase. The assault I made was no mistake. 
I ha~ to do it. The enemy, and our own army and officers, had settled down 
into the conviction that the assault of lines formed no part of my game, and 
the momen! the enemy was found behind anything like a parapet, why, every­
body: woutd deploy, throw up counter-works, and take it easy, leaving it to the 
"Old Man" to turn the position. Had the assault been made with one·fourth 
more vigor, (mathematically,) I would have put the head ot George 'rhomas's 
w hole army righ t through Johnston's deployed line, on the best ground for " g'l 
ahead," while my entire forces were well in hand on roads converging to my 
then object, Marietta. Had Harker and McCook not been struck down so early, 
the assautt would have succeeded, and then the battle would have all been in 
our favor, on account of our superiority in numbers and initiative. Even as it 
was, Johnston has been much more cautious since, and gives gronnd more freely. 
His next fighting line (Smyrna camp ground) he only held one day. 

I have got General Schofield across the Ohatt.ahoochee with two good pon­
toon bridges without lost', and momentarily wait the news of my cavalry being 
across at "Roswell" factory, where is the best ford on the whole river; but 
before going ahead I will add there a good pier or trestle bridg'3, and will, at 
some point intermediate, convenient to roads, put down two more pontoon 
bridge~, making five bridges and three fords, before I put the army across the 
Chattahoochee. 

I call your attention to the enclosed paper in reference to the Roswell facto­
ries. They were very valuable, and were burned by my orders. They haye 
been engaged almost exclusively in manufacturing cloth for the confederate 
army, and you will observe they were transferred to the English and French 
flags for safety; but such nonsense cannot deceive me. 'rhey were tainted with 
treason, and such fictitious transfer was an aggravation. I will send all the 
owners, agents, and employes up to Indiana to get rid of them here. I take it 
a neutral is no better than one of our own citizens, and we would not respect 
the property of one of our own citizens engaged in supplying a hostile army~ 

vVrite me a note occasionally, and suggest anything that may occur to you, 
as I am really in the wilderness down here; but I will fight any and all the 
time on anything like fair terms, and that is the best strategy; but it would 
not be fair to run up ngainst such parapets as I find here. 

Your friend, 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 
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HBADQt;AP.TERS i\!ILlTARY DIVISlo:\, OF THE ~hSSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Chatta/woc/.ee, July 9, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD: 
General Garrard is across at Roswell, and Dodge is moving to that point with 

orders to fortify a tite de pont and to build a good trestle bridge. I want from 
you a minute description of your position, and all information as to roads leading 
from it to the east about Stone mountain. I propose to operate some to the 
south to accumulate stores, and then go ahead. 

W. 'I'. SHEmfAN, 
lIfojor General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
1n tlu field, near Cllattalwoclue, July 9, 1864. 

General HALLECK, TYasltington, D. C. : 
General Schofield efl'ecteda lodgement across the Chattahoochee, ncar the mouth 

of Soap's creek last night, and has two good pontoon bridges. lie captured the 
single gun that guarded the passage, but the guard fled. General Garrard 
crossed at Roswell factory, and has a secure lodgement at the Shallow ford. 
General Dodge is moving to that point to take Garrard's place, and has orders 
to build a good bridge there. 'I'hese ~rossings will be strongly covererl with 
forts. I will then endeavor to break the railroad south of Atlanta by an ex­
peditioll from Decatur, under General Rousseau, and another from here. In the 
mean time will collect supplies, and secure better my rear, and then cross over 
the main army and go a11ead. ",Yeather is very hot, but the country is higb 
and healthy. 

W. T. SHERl\IAN. 
Major General Commanding. 

lIEAOQCARTERS MILITARY DIVISlo:\, OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In lIte field, near t/te Cltattalwoc1ue, July 9, 1864. 

GE:\,ERAI.: We now have a good lodgement on the other bank o~the river. 
Schofield at the mouth of Soap's creek, and Garrard opposite Roswell. I saw 
General Dodge to-day en route for Roswell, and explained to him the importance 
of the plan, and he undel'stands it fully. He and Garrard can hold it secure 
whilst we manreuvre a little more on our right, and give time to collect stores at 
Marietta, and for Rom,seau to get a good offing. We Loticed a good deal of 
flutter ill the enemy's camps to-day, troops and wagons moving rapidly east and 
north. Johnston sees I threaten Decatur and Stone mountain. and now is a 
good time for Stoneman to strike south. I want him, if possible, to secure a 
point at Campbellton, or below, and strike the West Point road. I do believe 

" he can do it, for J obnslon will spread his force ~o much that it will be weak at 
all points. I have told Stoneman that if he secures both banks at Campbellton, 
with its ferry-boats, he may call on you for a brigade to bold it whilst he strikes 
the railroad. 

Of course we do not intend to attack the (ele de Jiont of the enemy, and unless 
J olmstonsuppo~es 1 have scattered my force too much he will not venture to 
sally; and if he does, our position is as strong against him as his against us, and 
I have no apprehensions on that score. Therefore, if Stoneman calls for a brigade 
send it. 

http:Chatta/woc/.ee
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Keep hammering away all the time, and tllC moment he lets go tlds bank oc­
cupy it; but if he holds on, as soon as the time comes we will let him stay on 
this side, and we will go over. 

With Thomas things are statu quo. Railroad and telegraph all right. 

Yours, 


W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

General M.CPHERSO\T, Army if the Tenne33ec. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Near tlte ChattahoocllCe, July 9, 1864. 

GENERAL: In pursuance of our converaation of this day, I have to request 
that you proceed with your command to Campbellton to-morrow night, appear­
ing suddenly before the place, and securing, if possible,the boats there, or fOl'cing ~ 
the enemy to destroy them. If you can possibly do it, get possession of those 
boats, and also of the olher bank. I am very anxious that an attack 01' dem­
onstration be made against the railroad below Atlanta, and will instruct General 
:McPh~rson to have a brigade of infantry ready to come down and hold the river, 
whilst you, with cavalry, strike the road. I am satisfied that the crossing of 
Schofield and Garrard above· will draw in that direction Johnston's chief army, 
and that what troops are left south of Atlanta will be strung out as far as West 
Point, where he will keep the chief force. '1'he point where the road would be 
easiest reached will be, say, half way from Atlanta to West Point, but it would 
not be safe for you to pass Campbellton unless the ferry is well destroyed. 
The bridge at Franklin is almost too far down, but still it, too, might be reached 
by you, and either used or destroyed. A ford but little known or used below 
Campbellton and this side of the Franklin bridge will be the best, if such exist, 
and you may incur any risk, sure of my approval, for, whether you make a break 
of the road, or merely cause a diversion, you will do g.Jod. 

Don't be absent more thal1 four or five days, and ,keep me advised on all pos­
sible occasions. 

Yours, truly, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major Grneral Commanding, 
Major General STONEMAN, 

• Commanding Division if Cavalry. 

HEADllUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlteficld, near. Cltattahooc~ee, July 10, 1864. 

General THOl\fAS : 
Signal officers report railroad and all other bridges burning; of course, if such 

be the case the enemy has gone across; yet I heal' firing of pickets. Report to 
me the truth as soon as ascertained. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Cltattalwochee, July 10, 1864. 

General T HOMAS: 

Let troward move up to supporting distance of Schofield to assist him in case 
the enemy attempt to dislodge him. 
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Detachments of Hooker and Palmer should occupy the redoubts this side, 
but keep your wagons and masses out of sight for the present. 

W. 1'. SHERMAN, 
111ajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT O~' THE CUMBERLAND, 
July 10, 1864-4. 45 a. m. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
The enemy has left my front and burned the railroad and wagon bridges over 

the liver. 1 have ordered the skirmishers to feel up and ascertain if they are 
still on this side. I presume the firing we heard is the pickets exchanging 

, shots across the river. 
GEO. H. THOMAS, 

Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUll1BBRLAND, 
July, 10 1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 

Hooker and Palmer occupy the enemy's works in their fronts, and hav!\ skirmish­
ers on the river bank. Their camps have not been moved . Howard has been 
ordered to move to supporting distance of Schofield. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major Genera.z. 

HEADQUARTER& :MILITARY DIVISION OF THE .MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, near Cltattalwocltee river, July 10, 1864. 

General DODGE, Roswell,' 
I have been out all day and just back. Have received General Garrard's and 

your despatches. I design that General McPherson's whole army shall come 
to that flank, and you are to prepare the wlty. General Newton will stay with 
you till you fee! Ill! safe, ~vhen he will rejoin his corps now i~ support of Gene­
ral Schofield, Clght (8) mIles below you. General Garrard WIll pIcket the roads, 
and I want you to fortify a tete de pont and bridge. General McPherson will 
operate to the right, and then, when all is ready, will come rapidly to your flank. 
Therefore, make all preparations to that end. General Schofield has a secure 
place opposite the mouth of Soap's creek. Keep me well advised by courier to 
Marietta and telegraph. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIOIY OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in the field, near Cltallalwochee river, July 10, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 
General Schofield has It good bridge and position, but the road up the hill is 

narrow, crooked and steep. I think the road out from Powers's ferry is better 
and leads straight to the Cross Keys, the first point common to the roads out 
from Roswell, (McPherson,) Phillips's, (Schofield's,) and Powers's and Puice's, 
(yours.) General Dodge will make a good bridge at Roswell; General Scho­
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field wiIImake a bridge at Phillips's, and you can have your own and JlcPherson's 
pontoons at Powers's andl'aice's. General Howard is close up to General Scho­
field, and General Newton will join him as soon as General Dodge has made his 
bridge and works. I think it would be well for General Howard to secure the 
hill at Powers's ferry, just below the crossing, and move the pontoons down as 
soon a!l General Schofield gets a trestle bridge done. I want General McPherson 
to feign strong at Turner's and cover General Stoneman's movements down the 
river, and I wa.nt you to make strong demonstrations at the railroad bridge, but 
keep in mind that you are to c'ross at Powers's and Paice's. All the roads back 
to Marietta are good, but the cross-roads are steep and hilly. The road from 
Powers's to Vining's is quite good-crosses R(:)ttenwood at a mill-dam. All pre­
parations should be made in three days. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
llilajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTEIlS :MILITARY DIVl'iION OF THE i\Ilt'SISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Clzattahoochee, July 10, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have pretty much made up my mind as to the next move, but 
would be glad to hear any suggestion from you. . 

I propose that General Stoneman shall attempt to break the road below 
Atlanta; to accumulate stores at Marietta, and increase our guards to the rear: 
then ~uddenly to shift you to Roswell, General Dodge in the mean time to get 
you a good ate de pont and bridge. General Schofield is already at Phillips's 
felTY, across and fortified; he, too, will make a good trE'stle bridge. General 
Thomas will group his at Powers's and Paice's ferries. 

But for the next three days, while these preparations are being made, I want 
you to demonstrate as though attempting to cross at 'furner's 01' below, and 
General 1'homas the same at the railroad bridge. W'hen General Stoneman 
is back, I will give you the word to shift rapidly to Roswell and cross over, 
and in anticipatiou you can get your wagons back to Marietta, except such as 
you need. General Thomas will need yams and his pontoons to cross at 
Powers's and Paice's. At the right time I wiII leave Generals Stoueman and 
McCook to cover the front and cross all the balance of the army and advance 
it with its right on or ncar Peach Tree creek, and the left (you) to swing 
towards Btone mountain. J ohnstou will be fouud to occupy his redoubts about 
Atlanta. and also Stone mountain and Decatur. We can manceuvre so as to 
compel him to weaken his centre or one of his flanks, when we can act. If he 
neglect his right or centre, we get on his Augusta road. If he neglect Atlanta, 
we take it. If he assume the offensive, we cover our roads and base, and can 
make as good use of Peach Tree as he. If General Stoneman could break the 
road, so much the better; but if he cannot, I calculate that General Rousseau 
will do so within a week, quite as early as we can be at or near Cross Keys. 

1'he ground opposite still continues rough, but that we cannot heip. I find all 
the roads leading back from Roswell, Phillips's and Powers's ferries to Marietta 
arc good, but the cross-roads are hilly and sharp. 

The advantage of this pIau over the one of crossing to the south is that we 
are all between the enemy and our base; and now that he has destroyed hb own 
bridges, he cannot get over without fighting us. Study your maps and be 
ready, but in the mean time stir up the enemy all you cau ou that flank and 
make feints as though designing to cross the Chattahoochee. 

W. 1'. SHERMAN, 
Major Geueral Commanding. 

Major General UCPHERSO:\', 

Commanding Army 0/ the Tennessee. 
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HEADQt:ARTERS LEFT WI:'IG, 11TH AR~IY CORrs, 
Roswell, July 10, 1864-1.30 p. m. 

lIIajor General SHER.\fA:X: 
My troops are arriving aud crossing. I have been here three hours, and in 

company with General Newton have thoroughly examined the country. I will 
occupy and fortify to-night a tete de pont one-half mile from the river and ex­
tending up and down one mile, covering the entire ford, bridge and roads leading 
to them. The ford is one-half mile Ol' more in extent, very rough and impracti­
cable, except for troops to bridge the stream. I will have to build over six 
hundred and fifty (650) feet in length. I shall use the old piers and trestle 
between, and we have a strong picket out three miles, covering the forks and 
road leading to McAfee's bridge, eight (8) miles up the river, and the Toad that 
leads to Atlanta. It is too far out to take the command until the river is easily 
passed by artillery and trains. 

G. U. DODGE, lYIajor General. 

HBADQUARTERS UlLITARY DrVISIO:>I OF THE ):[lssrssrppr, 
In tltefield, near Cltattalwochee rwer, July 11, 1864. 

General DODG E, Roswell, Ge01'gw : 
I know you have a big job, but that is nothing new for you, 'reI! General 

Ntlwton that his corps is now up near General Schofield's crossing. and that all 
is quiet thereabouts. He might send down and move his camp to the proximity 
of his corps, but I think Roswell and Shallow Ford so important, that I prefer 
him to be near you until you are well fortified. If he needs rations, tell him 
to get his wagons up, and I think you will be able to spare him day after tn­
morrow. I know the bridge at Roswell i3 important, and you may destroy all 
Georgia to make it good and strong. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
JJIajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MrLl'l'ARY DIVISIO:>I OF THE l\IISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Cltattanoocltee ri/;e7', July 11, 1864. 

GENgRAL: The importance of your command to the success of my opera­
tions is, I know, already appreciated by you j but when I suggest any addi­
tional work or experience, I beg you to consider it as resulting from my sup­
posed large experience in the military art. 

In the first place, I fear that our infantry officers suppose if cavalry comes 
about, they are excused from doing anything but to defend their own po~ts. 
'1'his is not so. Infantry can always whip cavalry, and in a wooded and 
mountainous countr,f can actually thwart it, and even at times capture it. Of 
course, as a general rule, a footman cannot catch a horseman on a fair road or 
country, but nothing is more awkward in a wooded and mountainous country 
than a commaud of cavalry forced to go through narrow defiles, across streams 
at particular fords or bridges, 01' up and down certain valleys which can be 
seen from the mountain tops and ambushes. I have not yet seen in this war a 
cavalry force of a thousand that was not afraid of the sight of a dozen infantry 
bayonets, for the reason that the cavalry, to be effective, has to have a road or 
smooth field j whereas the infantry man steps iuto the bushes and is safe, or 
can block a road in five minutes and laugh at the man on horseback. 

The moral I wish to inculcate by these simple illustrations iE, by knowing 
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the country and thinking ahead, an infantry garrison can act against cavalry. 
-Therefore, it is expected of the infantry guarding our road, that they are not 
to sit down and let cavalry prance all around them, but that they mnst ambush 
their roaus, anticipate their passage at mountain pa8ses and creek crossings, or 
can pursue them and catch them jammed in narrow roads or at bridges. Thus 
at Dalton a lookout 8hould be kept all along Taylor'S ridge to give notice of 
horsemen in the far off valleys, and then they should be waylaid. Rewards 
should be offered and paid to faithful citizens and negroes who give notice of 
the presence of partip.s of the enemy, but they should always be waylaid and 
pursued. 

Another matter I will draw your attention to: officers and men naturally 
slip into houses and establish headquarters offices, &c., and are about as useless 
as if posted in Canada. Make a positive order that each garrison shall build 
anew a good stockade with eaTthwork, abattis, &c., not too strong, but to serve 
as' a stronghold and rallying point, to hold a dash of' cavalry in check, and more 
especially to allow a part of the garrison to hold the post while tIle greater 
portion goes forth to battle with the enemy. A fixed garrison is harmless and 
useless. Its only value is in its power of offence. 

I think you had better embody some of these ideas, and such others as may 
suggest themselves to you, in a general order, and have it printed on pasteboard 
and hung up at every post, and then make your inspectors enforce. it. 

Weare now in full possession of the country down to the Chattahoochee, 
and have two good crossings-one at Roswell, and the other at the mouth of .\ 
Soap'tj creek, known as Phillips's, and I only await a few developments to go 
ahead. General Vandever telegraphs from Rome that Pillow's force has gonc 
towards Meridian. If another attempt is made from that quarter, it should be 

_counteracted by moving behind it from Rome and Gunter's landing. I ' 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Major General Uommanding . 
:Major General STEEDMAN, 

Commanding District if EtowalL 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIOl\ OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tlte field, near Cllallalwochee river, July 11, 1864. 


General HALLECK, Wasltington, D. C. : 

The enemy is now all beyond the Chattahoochee, having destroyed all his 

bridges. We occupy the west bank for thirty miles, and have two heads of 
columns across-one at the Shallow ford, at Rossville, and the other at the mouth 
of Soap's creek, Phillips's. At these we are making good pier bridges. Water 
is shallow, rock bottom, but strong and rapid current. I propose to have 
another of pontoons lower down, about the mouth of Rottenwood or Island 
creeks. 

'I'he last works abandom~d by the enemy were the strongest of all, embracing ' 
two detached redoubts, and extending along the river hills for about five miles, 
having in its whole extent finished abatis and parapet, with glacis obstructed 
with chevaux-de-frise and all manner of impediments. But the moment J ohn­
ston detected, I had ignored his fort, and secured two good lodgements above 
him, on the east bank, at Roswell fact')ry and at Philips's, he drew his forces 
across aud burned all his bridges, viz: one railroad and trestle and three (3) 
pontoons. 
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We now commence the real game for Atlant.a, alld I expect pretty sharp 
~ractice; but I think we have the advantage, and I propose to keep it. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIvrSIO:-I OF THE Mr~srssIPpr, 
In tlw}ield, near Chattalwochee rive1', July 11, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 
I have ordered General McPherson to selld his pontoons here to·morrow. 

I will order them to Pow "rs's ferry, and I will want you to effect a lodge­
ment there to-morrow night and Dext day. '1'here is no enemy of any size 

J 	 to our immediate front, and General Dodge reports the enemy's cavalry alone 
abov, Peach Tree creek, at Buckhead. He says he has an Atlanta paper 
of the 10th; that all the wealthy people are leaving, and that a council of war 
was held, when it was decided to fight for Atlanta. General Rous~eau tele­
graphs from Decatur that he started that day, and would be on the Montgomery 
and Opelika road in eight (8) or nine (9) days. I think we should, as soon as 
possible, secure the opposite bank, from Roswell down to Peach Tree creek. 
I think the bridge across Peach Tree, near the railroad bridge, is still standing. 
I watched it close to-day; I think I saw half a dozen men pass it, but, with that 
exception, there was no life visible. There was no danger in standing in full 
view in the redoubt to-day. The signal officer reports the absence of aU camps 
from the other side to· day. I suppose Johnston will group his army about 
Atlanta and wait for us to develop our game. I only await news from Stone­
man to put General McPherson in motion. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS l\I1LITARY DIVISIO:\, OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, near Clwttalwoclzee river, July 12, 1864-211.. m. 

GENERAL: I have received your despatches of last night. You may put in 
motion at once the 15th corps and trains for Roswell, leaving General Blair 
with such artillery and wagons as he may need to await the return of General 
Stoneman, and to make in the mean time the necessary demonstrations about 
Sandtown, Howell's and Turner's. The enemy, having de~tioyed llis bridges, 
cannot come back on General Blair, and therefore he can strip light so as to 
follow you as little encumbered as possible when General Stoneman docs get 
back or is heard from. Instruct General Blair fully on these points, and let him 
report to me direct while thus established. Let your troope move in the cool 
of the evening and by moonlight and in the morning. sparing men and animals 
as much as possible. You will then proceed to Roswell in person and take 
control of matters on that flank, giving the necessary orders to your own troops 
and to General Garrard's cavalry. I want everything done that is prudent and 
necessary at Roswell to make it a kind of secondary base for operations against 
Atlanta and the roads east towards Augusta and Macon. As you know, the 
bridges are under progress, and the telegraph wiII be there as Boon as you. The 
ford there though rough, is always practicable in ease of accident to ourselves or 
the bridge. and constitutes one of the reasons for its use as a point of departure 
and the roads to and from Roswell are old and much used. The country there­
abouts is also represented as abounding in grass, grain, and cornfields. all of 
which will come into use. 
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Your wagons and artillery shonld move by Jlfarietta and fill up with provi­
sions, forage and ammunition, and I think that also is the best road for the 
troops, though a few miles could be sayed by cutting across by Smyrna camp­
ground. 

If cOllvenient, you might ride by the 'furner's Fp.f1'y road, along the enemy's 
recent works, by GEneral Thomas's and my headquarters, to confer with me and 
to compare maps. 

I am, with respect, yonrs, &c., 
W . '1'. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General ]\ICPHERSO:'<l, 

Commanding Army if tll.e Tennessee. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
fn t/~e.field,near Cltattalwoclwe 1'iver, July 12,1864. 

DEAR GENEHAL: I have written YOll but once since the opening of the cam­
paign, but I report by telegraph to General Halleck daily, and he furnishes you 
copy. My progress was slower than I calculated, from two chief causes-an 
uninterrupted rain from June 2 to about the 22d, and the peculiar sub-moun· 
tainons nature of the country from the Etowah to the Chattahoochee. But 
we haye overcome all opposition and whippell Johnston in every fight when 
we were on anything like fair terms, and I think the army feels that way, that 
we call whip the enemy in anything like a fair fight; but he has uniformly 
taken sIIClter behind parallels of strong profile, made in allvance for him by 
negroes and militia. I regarlled an assault on the 27th of J line necessary for 
two good reasons: 1st, because the enemy, as well as my own army, had settled 
down into the belief that "flanking" alone was my game; and 2d, that on that 
day and ground, had the a~sault succeeded, I could have broken Johnston's 
centre and pushed his army back in confusion and with great loss to his 
bridges over the Chattahoochee. We lost nothing in morale in the assault, for 
I followed it up on the extreme right, and compelled him to quit the very strong 
lines of Kenesaw, Smyrna camp-ground, and the Chattahoochee in quick suc­
cession. 

My railroad and telegraph are DOW np, and we are rapidly accumulating stores 
in :i\1arietta and Alatoona; that will make us less timid about the roads to our 
rear. 'Ve have been wonderfully supplied in provisions and ammunition; not a 
day has a regiment been without bread and essentials. Foragq has been the 
hardest, and we have cleaned the country, in a breadth of thirty (30) miles, of 
grain and grass. Now the corn is getting of a size which makes it a good fodder, 
and the railroad has brought 11S grain to the extent of foul' (4) pounds per animal 
per day. I have now fulfilled the first part of the" grand plan;" our lines are 
up to the Chattahoochee, and the enemy is beyond. 

John .Morgan failed in his Kentucky raid, and we have kept Forrest employed 
in }Iississippi. The defeat of General SturgiS was unfortunate, still he kept 
Forrest away from us; and now General A. J. Smith is out from l\femphis with 
a force. amply sufficient to whip. him. 1 hear of General Slocum at Jackson, 
~Iississippi; and General Canby telegraphs me of a proposed raid from Baton 
Rouge, and another against Mobile, so that I am well satisfied that all my people 
are well employed. At this moment I have General Stoneman down the Chat­
tahoochee, with orders, if possible, to cross and strike the railroad between 



123 REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL SHERMAN. 

Montgomery and West Point, and break it good; to return to the army of the 
Tennessee. if possible, but if headed off, to make for Pensacola. 

The moment I got Johnston to the Chattahoochee I sent General Schofield 
to the ford above, and be effected a crossing without the loss of 0. man, and has 
two pontoon bridges. About tbe same time, General Garrard's cavalry crossed 
still above, at Roswell factory, and bas been relieved by General Dodge's corps,. 
so that I now cover the Chattahoochee, and bave two good cros~ings well secured. 
By to·night I will have a third. As soon a1l I hear from General Stoneman, I 
will shift all of General }IcPhersou's army to Roswell, and cross General 
Thomas about three (3) miles above the railroad bridge, and move against 
Atlanta-my left well to the east, to get p08sessioJ] of the Augusta road about 
Decatur or Stone mountain. I think all will be ready in three (3) days. I 
will ho.ve nearly one hundred thousand (100,000) men. 

I feel certain we have killed and crippled for Joe J obnston as many as we 
have sent of our men to the rear; have sent back about six or seven tbousand 
prisoners; have taken eleven (11) guns of Johnston, and about ten (10) in Rome; 
bave destroyed immense iron, cotton, and wool mills; and have possession of aU 
the nitre country. 

My operations have been rather cautious than bold, but on the whole I trust 
are satisfactory to you. All of Polk's corps is still bere; also Hardee's and 
Hood's, and the Georgia militia under G. W. Smith. 

I,et us persevere, trusting to the fortunes of war, leaving statesmen to work 
out the solution. 

W. T. SHERlIfAN, 
JII[ajor General Commanding. 

Lieutenant General GRANT, 
Near Petersburg, Virginia. 

rCipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
1n the field, Chattahoocltee riller, July 13, 1864. 

General HALI,EeK, Wasltington, D. C.: 
All is well. I have now accumulated stores at Alatoona and Marietta, both 

fortified and garrisoned points. Have also three points at which to cross the 
Chattahoochee in my possession, and only await General Stoneman's return 
from a trip down the river, to cross the army in force and move on Atlanta. 
Stoneman is now out two (2) days, and had orders to be back on the fourth 
(4th) or fifth (5th) day at farthest. Rousseau should reach Opelika llbout the 
17th of July. 

Before regulations are made for the States to send recruiting officers into the 
rebel States, I must express my opinion that it is the height of folly. I cannot 
permit it here. I will not have a set of fellows banging about on any such 
pretences. ""-lYe have no meaM to transport and feed them. Tbe Sanitary and 
Christian commissions are enough to eradicate all trace of Chriatianity from our 
minds, much less a set of unscrupulous State agents in search of recruits. All 
these dodges are make·shifts that render us ridiculous in our own estimation. 
must protect my army, and say beforehand I have no means to transport recruit­
ing parties south of Nashville, or to feed them if they come here in spite of mc_ 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lYlajor Gl'neral Commanding. 

I 
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ROSWELL DRIDGE, July 14, }S64. 
Major General SHERMA~ : 

The bridge is fini~hed. and the 15th army corps will cross the river this after­
noon, and be in position by night On the left and a little in advance of General 
Dodge. Nothing new here. 

J. B. McPHERSON, 
Major General. 

ROSWELL BRIDGE, July 14, lS64-5 p. m. 
Major General SHER~IAN: 

'Would it not be a good move for Garrard to cross his division at McAfee's 
vridge; push one of his brigades out towards Cross Keys, and engage the cav­
alry tllere; aud send his other vrigade rapidly via Lawrenceville down to 
Covington on the railroad, and burn the bridge across Yellow river and other 
streams in the vicinity, and do all the damage they can? 

The distance is forty (40) miles. 
J. l3. McPHERSON, 

lYIojor General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

in the field, near Chattahoocltee river, July 14, 1S64. 


Gp,neral JOHN E. SMITH, Alatoona: 

I regard Alatoona of the first importance in our future plans. It is a second 

Chattanooga. Its front and rear are susceptible of easy clefence, and its flanks 
are strong. The post properly extends from the Etowah to Alatoona Depot, 
~nd its flanks the Pumpkin Vine and Alatoona creeks, embracing a space 
wherein can be accumulated supplies that would make a raid to our rear less to 
be feared, giving IlS the means of living till repairs could be made. I want you 
to study it in all its bearings. . As long as our army is in front in good order, 
of course no enemy could threaten Alatoona; and then its garrison should scout 
the country for miles around, ~specially up the Pump:dn \'ine and Enharlee 
creeks, and in the direction of Noonday and Canton. Everything in the nature 
of grain, forage, and vegetables should be collected. No suspicious citizens 
should be allowed near the railroad or in the country. The safety of this army 
must not be imperilled by citizens. 1£ you entertain a bare suspicion jlgainst 
any family, send it to the north. Any loafer or suopicious person seen at any 
time should be imprisoned and sent off. If guerillas trouble the road or wires 
between Kingston and Ackworth, they should be shot without mercy. Rowland 
Springs, Laffing Gall, Canton, and Dallas should receive sudden aud unexpected 
visits by night, by parties about two hundred (200) strong. 

I will soon be in motion again, and will feel more confidence that I know 
you are at Alatoona. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DI\'ISION O~' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
1n, tlte}i.eld, near ClwttallOOclwl! river, July 14, lS64. 

General HALLECK, TVashington.· 
If State recruiting agents must corne into the limits of my command under 

the law, I have the honor to request that the commanding officers or adjutnnts 
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of regiments be constituted such agents, and that States be entitled to a credit 
for recruits they may enlist, who are accepted and mustered in by the regular 
mustering officers of their division and corps. '1'his will obviate the difficulty 
I apprehend from civilian agents. 

w. 'r. SHER~IAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, near ClLattalwochce river, July 15, 1864. 

General '1'HOMAS : 
A man came in last !light from Golumbus, Georgia, with a provost m'lrshal's 

pass of July 4th, who had escaped from Anderson, and was captured die time 
I went to Meridian. He gives but titde news, and says the guards at Coltun­
bus and -West Point are !lot over five hundred (500) each. Heard nothing 
from :Mobile or Montgomery on his way up. A scout in from Atlanta with 
dates to 3 p. m., 13th, says Bragg and staff had arrived, and Kirby Smith with 
twenty thousand (20,000) men was expected from ~Ieridian-al1 bosh. of course. 
All ilewspapCl's have quit Atlanta, except the ~femphis Appeal; that I suppose 
is tired of moving and wants to be " let alone." 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
JJtlaj01' General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Cltattahoocltee river, July 15, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have just h:!ard from General Stoneman, who says he will be 
at Sweetwater town to-night. I have ordered him to hurry and relieve you. 
Haul out of sight all your guns to-night, ready in the morning to move to Ros­
well. You can save much distauce by coming by my headquarters. and taking 
a road near the Chattahooche, but the main Marietta road is plainer and easier 
for wagons, and it may be is best. Choose for yourself. Don't go to Roswell 
town, but t.o the bridge, and across to where General McPherson is. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 

• W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

General BLAIR, Commanding 17tlt Corps. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :NIISSISSIPPI, 
lit the field. near Chattahoochee river, July 15. 1864. 

General MCPHERSON, Roswell .­
I have heard from General Stoneman. He did not break the lower railroad, 

but burned a bridge over the Chattahoochee, near Newman. He will be in to­
night, and I have ordered General Blair to move for Roswell to-morrow. You 
may, therefore, make all preparation to move out towards the Stone mountain the 
day after to-morrow. Noti(y General Garrard to move in connexion with you, 
tending his train to yours. '1'hat Augustll road must be destroyed and occupied 
l:etween Decatur and Stone mountain by you and General Garrard. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIOV OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, near CltatlaltOocltee river, July 16, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 
I am about moving camp to the vicinity of Powers, and will visit Generals 

Howard and Schofield, where I can be found in case of necessity. 
can't imagine what cavalry it is that General Granger reports at Clayville. 

What is the gunboat about 1 It should be at Guntersville at once. If John­
-~ 

ston has. ordered this movement, he will not care about Huntsville or Decatur, 
but. Stevenson and Bridgeport. The latter is of vital importance to us, and he 
knows it. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTBRS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, on Chattalwocltee river, July 16, 1864. 

General l\ICPHERSON, Roswell : 
l\Iove in the morning according to Orders 35, but don't strike for the railroad 

till further orders. General Corse is here. General mair started early to-day, 
and will be with you to·morrow. All well here. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
:Major General Commanding. 

CITY POI~T, VA., July 16, 1864-10 a. m. 
l\1ajor General SHERMAN: 

'1'he attempted invasion of Maryland having failed to give the enemy a firm 
foothold north, they are now returning with possibly twenty-five thousand 
(25,000) troops. All the men they have here beyond a sufficiency to hold their 
string of fortifications will be an element of weakness by eating up their sup­
plies. It is not improbable, therefore, that you will find in the next fortnight 
re-enforcements on your front to the number indicated above. I advise, there­
fore, that if you get Atlanta, you set about destroying the railroad as far to the 
east and south of you as possible. Collect all the stores of the coutttry for 
your own nse, and sclect a point that you can hold until help can be had. I 
shall make a desperate effort to get a position here whieh will hold the enemy 
without the necessity of so mlmy men. If successful, 1 can detach from here 
for other enterprise8, looking much to your assistance or anything elsewhere. 

U. S. GUANT, Lieutenant General. 

WASHIXGTON, July 16, 1864-4. 30 p. m. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

Lieutenant Genel'lll Gmnt wishes me to call your attention to the possibility 
of Johnston's being re-enforced from Richmond, and the importance of your 
having prepared a good line of defence against mch nn increase of rebel force. 
Also, the importance of getting as large au amount of supplies collected at Chat­
tanooga as possible. . 

H. W. HALLECK, 
lII(Ljor General, Cltitj' oj S I (tjJ. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISlo:x OF TilE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlie jidd, on Cltattaltoocltee, July 16, 186-!. 

Generals THOMAS and l\[cPIIERSO:\' : 
Dcspatehes from Gcnerala Grant and Halleck to-day speak of the encmy 

having failed in his designs in Maryland, and cautioning me that Lee may in the 
next fortnight re-enforee Johnston by twenty thousand (20,000) mcn. It b~­
hooves us therefore to hurry, so all will move H)-morrow as far as Nancy'S 
creek. 

W. 'f. SHER~IAX, 
lIIojor General Commanding. 

[Cipher. J 
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:X OF THE MISSI~SIPPI, 

In tlte field, Chattalioocllee, July 16, 1864. 
General HALLECK, lVasliington, D. C.: 

I have yours and General Grant's despatches. I had anticipated all possible 
chances and am accumulating all the storcs possible at Chattanooga and Alatoona, 
but I don't fear Johnston with re-enforcements of twenty thousand (20,000) 
if he will take the offensive, but I recognize the danger arising from my long 
line and the superiority of the enemy's cavalry in numbers and audacity. 

I move to-morrow from the Chattahoochee towards Decatur and Stone moun­
tain, cast of Atlanta. All well. Copy of this to General Grant. 

W. T. SHERi\IAN, 
lIIajor General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MIJ.ITARY DIVISIO:\, OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltc}ield, east oj Cltatlaltoocltee riur, July 17,1564. 

General HALLECK, Wasltington, D. C.: 
'l'o-day we have moved out from the Chattahoochee to Nancy's creek. Gelle­

ral 'I'homas on ~he right from Paiee's ferry towards Atlnnta, General Sc1lOfield 
on the centre ncar Cross Keys, and Gencral McPherson on the left ncar General 
Schofield. To-morrow I propose to advance Gcneral Thomas to Peach Tree 
creck, about Buck lIead, Gencral Schofield on the Decatur road, and General 
McPherson to the vicinity of the railroad cast of Decatur, and his cavalry di­
vision, under General Garrard, will break the railroad. 

If we can break the railroad I propose to place the left wing across it near 
Decatur, and break up the railroac easbvil.rd as far as the cavalry can operate 
with prudence. To-day we encounter nothing but cavalry.

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lIIojor General Commanding . 

•
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:\, OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tltc}ie1d, lot No. 165 our map, east r!l 
ClzaUalLOocllCe river, July 17, 1864. 

GE:\,ERAL: General Scli ofield has just been hcre and described his pc)sitioll 
as on Nancy'S creek, his pickets on south side ncar Cros6 Keys, about Jots 304, 
:15, and 16. 

General McPherson is on the road from Roswell to Decatur; his advance 

http:easbvil.rd
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about lot 326, a mile above General Schofield. General S. says that the road 
represented on our map, as from Roswell to Buck Head, is a broad, well travelled 
road, alld has a branch about lot No. 94, leading to Paice's ferry. This cor­
responds with what General Corse tells me,. tlJat yon found a largc road branch­
ing to the left soon after leaving Paice's ferry. It is well to mark this road, 
as it may be nsefnl to ns. 

Gelleral Howard can take a good road from here to Buck Head, starting at 
his present front, and moviag southeast to the main road from Roswell to Buck 
Head just before it crosses Nancy's creek. Approaching Buck Head from this 
quarter about the same time that Generals Schofield and McPherson get to 
the Peach Tree from the east will, of course, relieve any pressure you may encoun­
ter on the main road. 

General Schofield will move early for the Peach Tree road, in front of Cross 
Keys. and take post about lots 239. 247. and 272, with pickets forward as far 
as ] 9G~ and General McPherson will seek for position in the valley of North 
Fork of Peach Tree, about 267. 266, 284, and 285, and send General Garrard 
to break the road and telegraph. 

You should l(;lave a corps in front of Donaldson'S, and have the other two as 
early as possible at and in front of Buck Head. 'I'hen feel down strong to 
Peach 'free, and see what is there.· A vigorous demonstration should be ma,,~, 
and caution your commanders not to exhibit any of the signs of a halt or pause, 
as in that event too much resistance would be made on the other flank. You 
know the reasons for the utmost activity, and I need not repeat them. Let all 
your commanders have full orders to-night. and before joining General Scho­
field ill the morning I will point out to General Howard the road by which lIe 
CflI1 reach Buck Head in five (5) miles from here. 

Give orders as soon as any head of columR reaches Bnck Head to feel up the 
Peach Tree road for General Schofield. who will surely be in position before 
your troops can be. 

I am yours truly, 
W. T. SHERMAN. 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General THoMA·s, 

Commanding Army of lIte Cumberland. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THB MISSISSIPPI. 
In,tltefield at San House, Peacl. n'ee road, 

five miles northeast of Buck Head, Ga., July 18, 1864. 
G~:NERAI.: I have reports from General ~:cPherson to 2 p. m. He has 

reached the railroad at 11. point two (2) miles from Stone mountain and seven 
(7) miles from Decatur, had broken th"e telegraphs and road, and by five ,(5) p. m. 
will have four (4) or five (5) miles broken. 'I'o-morrow I want a bold push for At­
lanta, and have made my orders, which, I think, will put us in Atlanta or very 
close to it. Hold on about IIo{veH's Mill and the main road, and let your left 
swing across Peach 'free, about the South Fork, and connect with General 
Schofield, who will approach Deca.ur from the north, whilst General McPherson 
moves dowll from the east. It 1S hard to realize tbat Johnston will give up 
Atlanta without 11. fight, but it may be so. Let U8 develop the truth. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General THOMAS, Bu~k Read. 
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[CipLcr. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE lIfl::;SISl"IPPI, 
In tlte field, near Oross Keys, Ga ., July, 18, 1864. 

General HALLECK, TVasltillgton: 
,Ve moved to-day rapidly, and General :MePherson reached the Atlanta anJ 

AuO'usta road at a point seven (7) miles east of Decatur and four (4) miles from 
Sto~1e mountain. General Garrard's cavalry at once set to work to brrak up 
the road, and was re·enf'orcell by nrigaJier General Morgan L. Smith's divi~ion 
of infantry, and they expect by night to have five (5) milp,s of road effectually 
destroyed. 'rhus far, we hayc encountered only cavalry, with light resi5tanCe, 
awl to-mol'l'OW will move on Decatur and Atlanta. 

I am fully aware of the Ilecef'sit.y of making the most of time, and shall k()ep 
things moving. 

W. T. SHERMAN', 
jJfojor General Commanding. 

CITY POl:n. VA .• .Tu1y 19. 1864-10.30 p. 111. 

lI'lajor General SIIEIU1A:\: 
I see by Richmond papers of yesterday that Smith has left Tupelo. anti ii< 

moving towards Wpley. Although they call it a retreat, I judge froID S. D. 
I,ee's despatch that Forrest has been badly whipped. Smith, how eyer, ought 
to be instructed to keep It close watch on Forrest, and not permit him to gather 
strength and move into :Middle Tennel'see. 

v U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 

NEW ORLEANS, July 20, 1864. 
:Mnjor Gcneral SHEflMAN : 

Your telegram of the 7th has been received. You have already be~n advised 
that thc force intended for the operations against :Mobile have been sent to the 
army of the Potomac. I am now preparing a smaller force to act, in co-opera­
tion with the navy, in an attack which Admiral Farragut will make on that 
harbor. This force will be ready in six (6) days, uud, although much smaller 
than was contcmplated originally. will, no doubt, have a good effect. 

General Asboth at Pensacola has been advised of General Rous~eau's expe­
dition, and will be prepared for it. Forage ant! subsistence will be 8ent to 
Pensacola, and transportation held in readiness to be sent as soon as I heal' of 
his arrh'al. The diversion of 80 large a force from this command will limit onr 
1l10\'('lllcnts very materially, but I will do whatever I can to facilitate you. 

E. R. S. CANBY, 
JIIIajol' General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQL'ARTgRS MILITARY DIVISIO:'II OF THE lIfIS~ISSIPPI, 

In tllefield, ncar Atlanta, Ga., Jul.1J 20, 1864-9 p. m. 


General HALLECK, fVas/~ington, D. c.: 

I have a despatch from General Grant. Answer him in my name that :Major 

Gencral A. J. Smith has t.he very order he suggests, viz: to hang on to Forrest, 
and prevent his coming to 'renll~ssee. I will, however, renew the orders. 

9* 

http:1864-10.30
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I advanced from the Chattahoochee in foree all the 17th. On the ISth Gen­
eral McPherson and General Garrard's canllry reached the Augusta road. and 
destroyed about five (5 ) miles of it cast of Decatur. Oil the 19th th e whole 
line crossed Peach Tree creek. GcncralMcPhersoll occupying Decatur. 'ro·day 
we moved on Atlanta. and have been fighting all day. Our line now ex tends 
from a point all the railroad two and a half (2~) miles cast of Atlanta, round by 
north to the month of P each '1'ree creek. We find the e\lemy in force, but will 
dose ill to-morrow. By the Atlauta papers we learn that J ohnston i8 rcli :· ved, 
and that Hood commands; that ROlls~ean is on the rai lroad at Opelika; and 
that most of the newspapers and people have left Atlantil. 

General Thomas is on my right, General Schofield ill the centre, and General 
i\IcPherson on the lE:ft; General Garrard's cavalry on the left rear of General 
l\1cPherson. Generals Stoneman and .McCook on the west bank guarding our 
ri .. ht flank. The enemy still clings to 1':« intrenchments. If General Grant 
C~l keep Lee from re-enforcing t.his army for a week, I think I can dispose of 
it. We have taken several hundred prisoners, and had some short, severe en­
counters; but they were partial. We have pressed the enemy back at all poiut~, 
until our rifle shots can reach the town. If he strengthens hi s works, I will 
gradually swing round between him and his only source of supply-Macon. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
j1Jajor General Commanding. 

H£ADQUART£RS MlLITA!{Y DIVISION m' THB MISSISSIPPI, 

In !ltcficld, ncar Atlanla, Ga., July 20, 1864-midnight. 
G£NEIlAL: After des troying the bridge at ~rcAfee's, which I snppose is al­

ready done, you will send to General McPherson's guard at the bridge at Ros­
well your wagoll s, lctl horses, and Mggage, and proceed rapidly to Covington 
on the main wagon and railroad east-distn.nee about thirty (30) miles fi'om 
Decatur-take the road by Latimer, touching the road at or beyond Lithonia, 
and thence substantially along the rail )ad, destroying it effectually all the way, 
especially tlle Yellow river bridge this side of Covington, as well as the road 
bridge over Yellow river after you have passed. From Covington send detach­
ments to destroy the rail and road bridges east of Covington over the vl­
eofauhatchee. 'l'ry and cnpture and destroy 80me locomotives and cars and 
the depots and stores at Covington; but of private property only take what is 
necessary for your own nse, except horses and mules, of which you will tllke all 
that are fit for service, exercising, of cour~e, 80me judgment as to the animals 
belonging to the poor and needy. On your return select your own route, but I 
would suggest that by way of Sheffield, Rock bridge, and Stone mountain, or 
even further north if you prefer. I want you to put your whole strength at 
this, and do it quick and well. I know it clln be uone. By passing Yellow 
river by the road bridge, and then pushing for the railroad bridges right and 
left, the guards will run or even burn their own bridges. You ought to catch 
some trains about Covington, as there is no telegraph to give them timely warn­
ing. I believe that the cavalry is mostly wit.hdrawn from that flank of the 
enemy, nnd that you can ride roughsllOd OYet' any force there; at all events, it 
is a matter of vital importance, and must be attempted with great vigor. 'l'he 
importance of it will justify the loss of one-quarter of your command. Be pre­
pared with axes, hatchet~, and bars to tear lip sect.ions of track, and make bon­
fires; when the rails are red-hot, they must be twisted. Burning will do for 
bridges and culvert8, but not for ordinary tracks. Let the work be well done . 
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'1'he whole thing should be done in two days, incllH1ing to-IDorrow. I will notify 
General McPherson, that he may look alit fol' his rear aud trains. 

r am, with respect, yams tndy, 
IV. '1'. SHERMA~, 

ilIajor Gcnfl'al Commanding. 
General GARHARD, 

Commanding CawlT!J Division. 

If the McAfee bridge is not already burned, YOIl can send a mes~enger to the 
guard already there to do it, and move to Roswell. This \leed not delay YOllr 
departure for Covington at once. S. 

HEADllUAllTERS ~IILITAltY DIVI;;IO:'-; OF TilE }fISSlSSII'PI, 
171 tlte /itld, ncar Atlanta, Ga., July 21, 1864. 

GE:'-iERAL: AfLel' leaving yon to-day I visited General Palmer, and saw his 
skirmiRhers advance well to his r 'ight flank. I am satisfied the enemy will not 
attempt to hold Atlanta ;wd the fort at the railroad crossing of the Chattahoo­
chee. There iH a weak place in that line, aud it can best be reached byadvanc­
ing General Johnson on the (1irect road as far as possible, and bringing Generals 
Baird and Davis up all his right. I do not think the enemy will assume the 
offensive from the fort on the Ohattahoochee, but it may be prudent to let Ge!t­
erall\icCook watch him on both sides of the river. The front of General Hooker 
is very narrow; but I admit it is the point where your line should be strongest. 
General Howard's two divisions in this direction Itave advanced a good distance 
over a complete liue of' the enemy's defcncc~, and r think both Generals Wood 
and Stanley are np to the main line of intrenchments; that from "Vooel's right 
rifled gnns can r~ach the town. '1'he enemy still holds the hill near where 
General Stanley's left and Genpral Schofield's right nre, and they keep up un 
infernal clatter; but it sonnds to me like a waste of ammunition. General ,Mc­
Pherson to-day charged and carried a hill, losing two hullt1red and lifty (250) 
men, but killing some and taking prisoners. From this hill he has an easy 
range of the town. "Ve will try the effect of !>helling to·morrow, an(l during it 
you had bettel' make all the ground you can. 

I do not believe the enemy will repeat hiil assaults, a8 he had in that of yester­
day his best troops, and fitiled signally. Therefore I don't fear fol' your right 
flank; still it is well to be prudent. Om maps are all wrong, and the quiekl'r 
we can get anI' smveys up and pnblislH'd tile better. I will look to Schofield 
and McPherson to morro\\'. 

Yonrs, truly, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

.!llajor Gent'J'fll Commanding. 
Major Geuera1 rrIlO~IAS , 

Army if the Cwnherlanrl , 

HEADQl:,\RTERS )IILlTARY DIVISIO:-l OF TIIB ~rISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, near Atlanta, GIl., July 21, lSGJ. 

His Excellency President LI:-lCOL;\!, vVasltington, D. C. .­
Your despatch is !·eceived. I have the highest venemtion for the la II", and 

will respect it always, however it conflicts my opinion of its propriety. I only 
tclegmphed to General Halleck because I had seen lIO copy of the law, and 
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eupposed the "'ar Department might h:H'e WIne control oycr its operations. 
,VIJCI1 I Iwve taken Atlanta, find Cllll ."it down in some place, I will cOl1vey by 
lettcr a fnller cxpression of my views in relation to this EUbject. * 

'With grp.:it re~pect, 
W. T. SHEIWAX, 

JJIajor Gencral COlilmanding. 

'VASHL\' GTOl':, July 21, 1864-9 a. Ill . 

:Major General SHERMAN: 
Richmond "Whig of the 20th learns from Macon Confeder::lte th,}t but 

little quartermaster or commissary stores remain in Atlant'l, all having heml 
moved to safer and more secure points. It also says that it. has every reawu 
t.o hove that Sherman ' ~ rear will be Cllt in the next ten days. 

John "ton has been relieve!.I, and Hood takes his place, much to the surprise of 
the army anci the public; abo that the change indicates t.hat there will he no 
morc retreating, bllt that AtJanta will be defended at all hazards, and to the 
i::Ist extrcmity. 

U. S. GRANT, Licu/ellant Uellcral. 

(Cipucr. ) 

HEAlJUCAIlTErlS ~IILITARY DIVISION OF TilE MISSISSIPPI , 

III the .fidd, ncar Atlan/a, Ga., July 21, 1864. 
GEi\ ERA!.: Ye~t('n1:lY, at 4 p. nl., t.hc enemy sallied from his intrcllLllmeut~ 

and fell suddenly mill it'eavil)' 011 our line in th~ direction of Duck Head. The 
blow fell upon General Kewron'~ dh'ision of General Howard'8 corps; on Gen­
eral Ward's, General Geary's, and Gelleral "rilliams's divi~ions of (J"eneml 
Hookcr's corps; nnd Genernl Johnson, of General Palmer's corps. For two 
hours the figh Ling wa.s close alld severe, resulting in the complete rcpulse of the 
enemy, with a heavy loss in dead and wounded. He left llis dead alld m<~lIy 
wounded in our posssession. vVe retained nndisputed poscssion of all the grollnd 
fonght over. General Newton reports he has buried two hundred (200) of the 
enemy's dead, and: i~ satidied he wounded at least twelve hundred (1,200.) 
His entire 108s is only one hundred (100,) a.~ his men were partially covered by 
a rail barricade. At the time of the attack Gcneral Hooker was in the act cf 
advanCing his lines, so that he fought his corps uncoyered, in comparatively 
OpCll ground, allll on fail: terms with the enemy. The contest was ,-ery sm·ere. 
He has buried about four hundred (400) of tlw rebel dead, took seven (7) colors, 
and has collected llllln)' of the wounded and other prisonen.. General Hooker' 
tIJinks that the rebel wounded ill his front fullyeqllaL, flmr tholls;tm1 ('1,000,) 
bllt. I d0u't like to make glle~ses iu snch lllfltters; his OWll 108s will be covered 
by fifteen hnlll1reu (1,.')00.) On the whole, the result is mo~t favorable to liS. 

'ro-day we have' gained important positions, so that Generals McPherson and 
Schofield, on the cast, have batteries in ]lo~ition that wal easily reach the heart. 
of the city, and Generailloward, on tIle north, also has adyanced his lines about 
two (2) miles, being within easy cannon range of the buildings in Atlanta. He 
eOlllpelled the enemy to gi\'e up a. I(mg line of parapet which constitnted 3n ad­
vance line of intrenchments. The city seems to haye a line all rOllnel it, at au 
Itveragc distance from the heart of the -town of one and a half (1!) mile, but our 
shot pas~ing over this line will destroy the town-and I doubt if Hood will stand a 

• Recruiting agents in rebel Stntcs. 



ImpORT OF )IAJOIl GENERAL SHER~IAN. 133 

bombardment-still he has fought hard at all points to-day. I ·will opeLl on the 
town from t.he east and northeast to-morrow, and Grneral Thomas will advance 
his rio'ht from the month of Peach Tree creek to cross the railroad t.o the north­
west ~f the tOWIl. I have sent G eneral Gilrral'd's cavalry eastward to Coving­
tail, to break l'Ililro<1C1 and destroy the bridge on Yellow river and the Ulcofau· 
hntchee creek. 

In the action yesterday the rebel Generals O'Bal1llon and Stewart were re­
ported killed, and among the dead Wl~ :'C three colonels and many officers. 
Brigadier General Gresham was seve;'e1y wounded yesterday, but is in no dan· 
gel' of life or limh. 

W. '1'. SHEmIAN, 
]\l1ajo1' General Commanding. 

Gencl"ll IIALL ~;CK, 
IVashingtoi/, D. C. 

HBADQUARTERS MILI 'IAIlY DIVISIO;\, OF THE ~Ilssls;';IPPI, 
In tlte field, near A'lanta, Ga., .July 23, 1864. 

GE:.. ERAL: I have heard of General Rousseau's return to }Iarietta. Please 
order him at once to relieve General Stoneman, on the other side of the river, 
and let General Stoneman come to me with his whole force. Please send the en· 
closed order for me At once. The attack on our left to-day has been desperate 
and pcrsistent. and the losses on both sides quite heavy. I want you to relieve 
it to·morroW' by an Actnal attack, 01' strong demonstration on the right. I will 
send word early in the day if it is renewed. I suppose it will be kept lip as 
long as General Garrard is Ollt. I want General Stoneman to move out to Gen· 
eral Garrard's relicf. You can use Generals McCook and Rousseau on your right. 

I am, &c., 
W. 'r. SHEmfAN, 

!lIIf/jor General Commanding. 
;\lajor Geneml TI!(J~IA:';. 

Army if the Cumberland. 

HEAOQUARTEKS MILITARY DIVISlO;\I OF THE ~IlsSlssIPPI, 
In theficld, near Atlanta, Ga., July 23, 1864-2 a. m. 

General ROl;SSgAU, I1Jarieua,' 
Your despatch is received. and you have done well. I hate to call on you so 

~oon for more service; but time is pressing. I want you to move down right 
away to the railroad bridge alld relieve General Stoneman, who is watching the 
Chattahoochee below TUl'l1er';; ferry. He will describe to yon the cOllntry and 
what is neetled. I want him relieved AS soon as possiblr, that he may come 
over here. I hope to see yon in a. f\!\y days. 

I am, &c., 
W. '1'. SHER}IAN, 

111ajor General Commanding. 

[C ipliC'l'. ] 

HEADQUARTt::ns )fILITARV DIVISIO;\, 010" THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltcfidd. 'ilcai' Atlanta, Ga., July 23, 1864. 

General HALLECK, IVa slt.i1l.gt01/, , D. C.,' 
Gencral Romseau reports from Marietta yesterday j,i~ safe rctmu from Ope­

lika, having destroyed that depot., t.hirty (:30) miles of railroad towards ~Iout_ 
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gomery, three (3) miles towards Columbu~, and two tOll"arct8 'West Point. His 
entire lo~s twelve (12) killed and thirty (30) wounded. He bringd ill four 
hundred (100) mules I1m1 tbree hundred (300) horse". 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
lvlajol' Gcneml Cc,mmanding. 

[Ciphl' l". ] 

HEADlWARTERS MILITARY DIVISlo;-; OF TilE l\IISSISSIPPI, 


In theficld, ncm' Atlanta, Ga., July 23, 1864. 

General HALLECK, IVaslu'ngt07l, D. c.: 


Yesterday morning the enemy fell back to the intrenchments proper of the 
city of Atlanta, which arc in a general circle of a radius of one and a half (11) 
milee, and we closed in. While we were forming O\ll' lines and selecting posi­
tions for batteries the enemy appeared suddenly out of the dense woods in heavy 
masses on our extreme left, and struck the 17th corps, General Blair, in flank, 
and was forcing it back when the 16th corps, General Dodge, came up and 
checketI the movement; but the enemy's cavalry got well to our rear and into 
Decatlll', and for some hours our left flank was completely enveloped. The 
fighting that resulted was continuous until night, with heavy loss on both sides. 
'rhe er,emy took one of our batteries, (Murray'S, of the regular army,) that was 
marching in its place in column on the road, uuconscious of danger. About 4 
p. m. the enemy sallied against the divisiou of General Morgan L. Smith, which 
occupied all abandoned line of rifle trench near the railroad east of the city antI 
forced it back some fom hundred (400) yard8, leaving in his hands for the time 
two (2) IHltteri('s, but the ground and batteries were immediately after recovered 
by the same troops re·enforced. I C[\11110t well approximate ollr loss, which fell 
heaviest on the 15th and 17th corps, and count it three thousand (3,000,) but I 
know that, being on the defemiyc, we have inflicted equally heavy loss on the 
enemy. General McPherson, whell arranging his troops about 11 a. m., and 
passing from one column to another, unconsciollsly rode upon an ambuscade 
witho ut apprehension, al som,e distance ahead of his staff and orderlie~, and Was 
shot den.d. His body was sent in charge of his personal staff back to Marietta 
and Chattanooga. His loss at that moment was most serious; but General 
LOgllD Ilt once Il.lTanged the troops and had immediate direction of them during 
the rest of the day. Our left, though refused somewhat, is still within easy 
cannon range of Atlanta. The enemy seems to lUan his extensive parapets and 
at tlI(' same time has to spare heavy assaulting columns; but to-day we will 
intrench our front lines, which will give me troops to spnre to meet those assaults. 

I cannot hear of the loss of more than a few wagons taken by the enemy's 
cavalry during his temporary pause in Decatur, whence all the trains had been 
securely removed to the real' of the main army under cover of a brigade com­
manded by Colonel Sprague. 

During tho heayy attack 011 the left, the remainder of the line was not en­
gaged. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Mojol' General Commanding. 

HF.ADQL:ARTERS l\IILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tile field, ?lcar Atlanta, Ga., .luly 23, 1864-8 p. 1l1. 

GcXERAL: 1 have this moment returned froll1 an examination of our entire 
line. You know your own. The balance extends in a circle Ilt about one 
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thousand (1,000) yards distant from the enemy's lille:3 a~ far as Proctor's creek, 
the whole of Palmer's corp5 being east and 80uth of the railroad. All have 
covered tbeir fronts with parapets, so that the enemy will Dot attempt II sally. 
The question 1I0W is, what next 1 I will in person explain all that is necessary 
to produce the result aimed at as soon as General Garrard returns. You \leed 
not apprehelld a renewal of the a,ttack on the part of the enemy, but, 011 the 
contrary, you may begin to feel out with skirmishers and supports into the 
woods east of General Giles Smith's division and General Dodge'S corps. In 
tbe morning early let General Wood's division move into Decatur, stay awhile, 
and return, Let details of mell and pioneers begin at your very front and break 
up and destroy the railroad absolutely back to and illcluding Decatur. Until 
we conclude upon the best manner of reducing Atlanta we cannot be bette. 
employed than in rendering trle Atlanta and Augusta road useless; especially 
have the iron rails Jleated alld twisted. 

I wallt yom· skirmishers to feel ont to·morroW" early in front of General 
Dodge for a double purpose: to hold on that fl ank the cavalry of 'Vheelel", 
while we operate on General Thomas's flank and centre, a diversion for General 
Garrard, 1I0W Gil his return from his expedition. 

I am, with respec t, 
W. '1'. SHERi\IAN, 

flIajor General Commanding. 
Major General JOH.\' A. LO GAN, 

Commandill!J Army if the T ennessee. 

HEADQ UA RTHI:S MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSI SS IPPI, 

in tlw field, ncar Atlanta, Ga., July 23, 1S64-8 a. m. 

GE:'iERAL: I have examined the line of circumvlI.lIation aud have no fear of 
the euemy even attempting to test its strength. Bllt until we get our cllyalry 
in halld aud po~it.ion, I will not attempt anything serious. You may therefore 
keep things" statu quo," and look only to your SlIpplie~ of fopd and ammunition. 

I have seen General Rousseau, and am satisfied that he has made a break that 
cuts off Alabama for a month, and he has brought us in pretty filir condition 
some twenty-five huudred udditioml cantlry. 

I am, &c., 
w. T. SHERMAN, 

_!iJlajor General Commanding. 
~I;ljor General SCHOFIELU, 

Commanrling Al·my rif th.e OMo. 

HI;ADQl!AP.TERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :M18SI~SIPPI, 
In t,~efield, ncar Atlanta, Ga., July 24, 1864, 

GESERAL: It is my painful dnty to report that Bri.2:adier General James B. 
McPherson, United States army, major general of volunteers, and commander 
of the army of the Tennessee in the field. was killed by a shot from ambuscade 
abont iloon yesterday. At the time of this fatal shot he was on horseback, 
placing hi s troops in position near the city of Atlanta, and wa~ passing by a 
cross-road from a moving column toward~ the fhlllk of troops that had 
alrcaay been eiltablished on the line. He had quitted me but a few minutes 
before, and was on his way to see in persoll to the execution of my orders. 
About the time of thii> saa evcllt the enemy had sallied from his intrenchments 
of Atlanta alld by a circuit had got t.o the left and rear of thi8 vcry line, and 
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had begun au at.tack which resulted in serious battle; so that Genel'allllcPherson 
fell in battle, booted and spurred, as t.he gallant knight and gentleman should 
wish. ~ot, his the lo~s, but tlte conn try's; Iwd this army will mourn his death 
and cherish his memory as that of one who, though compnratively young, had 
risen by his merit and abilit.y to the command of one of the be«t armies which 
the nation had called illto existence to vindicate itR llOno1' and integrity. 

History tells us of bnt few who so blended the graee alld gent!elles~ of the 
frie.nd with the dignit.y, conrage, faith and mlLlllines8 of the soldier. His pnblic 
enemies, even the mcn who directed the fatal shot, ne'er spoke 01' wrote of him 
without expressions of marked respect; those whom he commanded loved him 
even to idolatry; and I, his associate and commimder, fail in words adequate to 
exprcss my opinion of his great worth. I feel assured that every patriot in 
Amm'ica on heariug this sad news will feel a sense of personal los~, and the 
country generally willl'c'llize that we have lo~.t nilt only an able military leRder, 
but a man who, had he survivcd, was qualified to heal the national strife which 
has bcrn raised by designing and umbitious men. 

His body has been sent north in charge of Major 'Villard, Captains Steele 
and Gile, his personal staff. 

I Rm, with great respect, 
'N. T. SHERMAN, 

lIfajoT General Commanding. 
General L. THOMAS, 

Adjutant General U. S. A. 

HI>ADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION (W THE ~IISSISSIPpr, 
In tlwfield, near AtTanta, Ga., Ju1y 24, 1864. 

GI>;\'I>RAL: I have pretty well surveyed the whole position, and by the aid 
of maps and my own observation, think I understand the case pretty well. 

Our liues are now strong in front, alld we compass Atlanta from the railroad 
on the east to the railroad west. '1'he enemy having failed in his assault on your 
Hank before it was covered by any defensive works, and having sustained mosi 
serious loss, willllot again attempt it, but will await our action. I now enclose 
you a map made by General Sc.hofield's engineer, which shows the roads to 
yonI' present right rear. I sellt Captain Poe to sec yon this morning, but from 
what Captain Hickenlooper says, I think I may have failed to cOlwey to you my 
right meaning, which is this: 

'rhe only object in placing the army of 'l'ennessee on that Hank was, to 
reach and destroy the railroad from Atlanta towards Augusta. 'rhat is partially 
done, and the work of destruction should be continued a.~ fal' as possible. I 
wish YOll to keep one division or more employed dllyand night in breaking and . 
bnrlling the road until General Garrard returns. I feci no doubt but that he has 
succeeded in breaking the bridges across Y cllow river and the Ulcofauhatchee, 
but he may have to fight his way back, aud to relieve him I wish yon to push 
your skirmisher8 out from General Dodge'S front, and from General Blair's 
left, as though you were going to push your way by the east of Atlanta to the 
Macon road. 'ro keep up this delusion you should send a column cautiously 
down one of those roads or valleys southeast and engage the enemy outside his 
works, but not behilJll his trenches. 

As soon as Geneml Garrard is back you can discontinue all SIIch demollstra­
tion3 and prepare for your lle1Ct move. I propose to give you timely notice 
to send your wagons behind General Thomas, and then to move yom army 
behind the present line, to the extreme right, to reach, if possible, the ~Iacoll 
road, which you know to be the only rond by which Atlanta can be supplied. 
'rhis will leave General Schofield the left flank, which will be covere(l by the 
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works he has constructed on his frollt, and he can Ute the abandoned trenchei3 
of the enemy to covel' his left real'. Yon will no longer send your wagons by 
Roswell, but by Buck Head and Palce's ferry, and when you change YOll wili 
draw from the railroad bridge to which our cars now run, l111d at which point 
we Ilre now making a pier bridge, and a1so two POllto01l3. General Stollell1an 
will surely be at Decatur to-day, and we will have two divisions of cavalry on 
our right, viz: Gcnerals McCook':; and Harrison's (Genend Rousseau's .) 

Act with confidenee; know that the enemy eanllot budge you from yom 
present ground, and act offensively to show hilll that you dare him to the encounter. 
You can understand that, being on the defen"i\'e, he cannot afford t.o sally, ullle!'s 
at great peril. General Schofield has so etrengt.hened his front that I feel no 
uneasine~s about that flank, and only study now to make the next move so 
quickly that we may reach East Point or its vicinity with as littIe loss as 
possible. ~Iy headquarters are now behind General Howard's corps, General 
Newtou'~ division, on the main :Jlarietta and Atlanta road, which crosses the 
Chattahoochee at Paice's feny and passes through Buck Head. I IIlll at a 
Jarge white house ncar the enemy's old line of intrenchments, a prolongation of 
the ~ame which passes from where I saw you yesterday. by General Schofield's 
position. I have just heard that General Garrard is back. Go on breaking 
that road good. 

I am, truly, &c., 
W. '1'. SHEIDIAN, 

Major General Commanding_ 
Major General JOHN A. LOG_~N, 

Commanding Army if the Tennessee. 

HEADQUAHTERS ?lIICITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., July 24, 1864-2 p. m. 

GENERAL; I am T<'joiced to heal' you are back safe and sllccessful. General 
Rousseau has brought me two thousand five hundred (2,500) good cavahy. 
having been to Opelika anel destroyed thirty (30) miles of road between West 
Point and lIontgomcry. I will give you time to rest, and then we must make 
quick work with Atlanta. I await your report with impatience, and in the mean 
time tender to yon the assurance of my great consideration. 

Yom friend, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

JltJajor General Commanding. 
General GAI:RARD, Decalur. 

[Cipher. ] 

HCADQt:AnTEp.s ~rILITAIlY DIVISION Of' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In t7tcfield, ncar Atlanta, Ga., July 24, 1864. 

General HALt.ECK, Washington, D. C.: 
On making up reports and examining the field, I find the result of Hood's 

attack 01\ our left mOre destructivc than I reported. Our loss wiIi not foot up 
two tholl:;and (2,000) killed and wounded, whercas we have found over one 
thousand (1,000) rebel dead, which ",ill make, with the usual proportion of 
wOllndcd, a loss to the enemy of' full seven thousand (7.000.) General Garrard 
also has returned perfectly successful, having completely destroyed the two 
large bridges ncar Covingt.on, forty (40) miles towards Augusta, brought in 
two hundred prisoners and ;wme good horses, ana destroyed the public stores 

http:Covingt.on
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·at Covington and Conyer's stations, including two thousand (2,000) bales of 
cotton, a locomoth'e, and train of car;;. Our cOlllmunications are yet. all safe 
and the army in "'ood condition in all reepects. As soon as my cavalry rests, I 
propol<e to ~win; the army of the Tenueasee r~uod by the right rapidly, and 
interpose between Atlanta and Macon, the only lme open to the enemy. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
l1Iajor General Commanding. 

[Telegralll. ] 

llEADQCARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :Jfl!,;SISSIPPI, 

In tltefield, near Atlanta. Ga., July 24, 1864. 


General HALLECK, lVasltington, D. C.: 

The sudden loss of (~eneral McPherl'on was a heay)' blow to me. I can 

hardly replace him, but lllllst have a successor. After thinking over the whole 
matter, I prefer that Major General O. O. Howard be order(~d to command the 
army and department of the Tennl'ssee. If this meets the President's approval 
notify me by telegraph. when I will put him in command, and name others to 
fill the vacancies created. General Logan, as senior, commands the army of 
the Tennessee for the present.. After we have taken Atlanta I will name offi­
·cers who merit promotion; in the mean time I request that the President will 
110t give increased rank to any officer who has gone on leave from sickness 01' 
()ther calise than wounds in battle. 

W. 'I'. SBER~JAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADI.l1.:AHTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE l'llISSISSIPPI, 
In tlle field, near Atlanta, July 25, 1864. 

GENERAL: I find it difficult to make prompt report of results coupled with 
some data or information without occasionally making some mistakes. General 
McPherson's sudden death and General Logan's sllcceeding to the command, as I 

it were, in the midst of battle, made some confusion on onr extreme left, but it 
soon recovered and made sad havoc with the enemy, who had practiced one of 
his favorite games of attacking our left when in motion and before it bad time 
to cover its weak enu. 

After riding over the gTound and hearing the varying statements of the actors 
on that flank, I directed General Logan to make an official report of the actual 
results, and I herewith enclose it. 

Though the number of dead rebels seems excessive, I am ilisposed to give full 
credit to the report that our loss, though only three thousand five hundred and 
twenty-one (3,521) killed, wounded, and missing, the enemy's dead alone on the 
field nearly equal that number, viz, three thousand two hundred and forty 
(3,240.) 

Happening at that point of the line when a flag of truce was sent in to ask 
permission for each party to bury its dead, I gave General Logan authority to 
permit a temporary truce Oll that flank alone, while our labors and fighting 
proceeded at all otlJCrs. 

I also send you a copy of General Garrard's report of the breaking of railroad 
toward Augusta. 

Now I am grouping my command to attack the l\lacon road, and with that 
view will intrench a strong line of ciretlmnlllation and flanks, so as to have in 
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reserve as large an infantry column as possible to co-operate with all the cavalry 
to swing rOllnd to the south and eaet alld control that road at or below East 
point. 

J have the bOllor to be, your obedieut s ervant" ~ 
·W. T. SHERMAN, 

Mojor G(neral Commanding. 
lIIajor General HALLECK, Washlngtmt, D. C. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION Of THE .MlflSISSIPPI, 
In thejield, near Atlanta, Ga., July 25, 1864, 

Colonel JAMES HARDIE, 
InS1Jector Gcneral, lVashl11gtoll, D. C.: 

I have your despatch of yesterday announcing the a.ppointmcnt of General 0,,­
terhaus as major general. I do not object to his appointment, but I wish to 
put Oll record this my emphatic opinion that it is an act of injustice to officers 
who stand by their posts in the day of danger to neglect them, and advance 
snch as Generals Hovey and Osterhaus, who left us in the midst of bullets to go 
to the rear in search of personal advancrment. If the rear be the post of honor, 
then we hau better all change front on Washington. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Ciphp.l', ] 

HEADQ UARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlujield, ncaT Atlanta, Ga., July 25, 1864. 

General 'vVASHDUR~, Memphis: 
It WlIS by General Grant's special order that Gencl'IIi Smith was required after 

hi!' fight to persen~re and continue to follow Forrest. He must keep after him 
till recallr,c1 by me or General Grant, and if Forrest goes towards Tellne:osee, 
General Smith must follow him, aiming to reach the 'Tennessee river at Decatur. 

We have bad some liard fighting here, but have got the enemy in a tight 
place now inside of Atlanta. General Rousseau broke the road at Opelika and 
my cavalry has broken up the road towards Aug-usta for fifty (50) miles out. 
Only one raill'0ad remains to the enemy, yiz., that to Macon, and I am nearly 
ready to strike it, after which the enemy must eome out of Atlanta to fight or 
be invested. 

General Smith illU"t keep well out after Forrest, aud rather watell him closely 
than attempt to p1ll'iOue llim, but when he does fight he should keep the advan­
tage. The railr(\ad could supply him out as far as Gmnd Junction. It i3 of 
vital importance t.hat Forrest do not go to Tennessee. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major GfneraZ Commanding. 

HEADQt:ARTERS :iYIILlTARY DIVISION OF THE :MISSISSIPPI, 
In thcjiehl, near Atlanta, Ga., July 25, 18G4. 

GENEIlAL: I lu\Ye your application for the services of General Oorse, which 
I grant, because I want you to have good division commanders. But I beg you 
to see that 110 injustice is done t.o General Sweeney. I have noticed for some 
tim e a growing dissatisfaction on the part of General Dodge with General 
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Sweeney. It may be personal. See that General Dodge prefer:; specific charges 
and specifications, and yon, a s the army commander, mnst Le the jlHlge of 
the sufficiency of the charges. Xo olle but the commander of an army call arrest 
and scud away a general; it is a lIigh power, but I eonstrne the power to reside 
with the eommllUilcrs of my three armies, because each has a command other 
than 1.he t.roops here on the spot. You, as eommfll1der of the army of the '1'en­
n essee, should judge as to the canse of arrest and see that no injus tice is done a 
general officer. You can see how crne! it would be to a brave and sensitive gen­
tleman and officer to be arrested, deprived of his command and sent to th e rear 
at this time. I do not believe General Dodge would willingly do an act of in­
justice, but still you are th e one to judge. 

I fear that General Sweeney will feel that even I am influenced ag'ainst hi!!l 
to befriend General Corse, LuI. it is not so. I give up General Corse becanse 
the good of the service demands tha,;, at this eri~ is, you should have good divi· 
sion commanders. 

I am, wit.h respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

lIIajor General Commanding. 
Major General JOH:-I A . LOGAN, 

Co»~manding Army if the Tennessee. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARn~RS UILlTAltY DIVISIO .'1 OF TilE ~[ISSISSIPPI, 
In lIte field, n('ar Atlanta, Ga., July 25, 1864-8 p. m. 

Lieutenant General GRANT, Petersburg: 
Your despatch of 21st did not come till to-day. Johnston is l'clieved and 

Hood commands. Hood has made two attempts to strike hard since we crossp.d 
Chattahoochce, and both times got more than he bargained for. No doubt he 
expected to cut to my real', but I have already cut to Ids rear, having brokcn 
his Augusta road out for fifty miles and his southern road at Opelika. None re­
mains to him but the Macon road, and I think I will have that soon. I would 
rather that Hood should fight it' Ollt at Atlanta than to ret.reat further to Macon. 
If you can keep away re-enforcements, all well. My firmy is all ill hand and 
the rear well guarded. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
lILajor General Commandi7lg. 

HEADlllJARTERS i)fIl,ITARY DIVISION OF TJH~ UISSISSII'PI, 

In tlte/ield, near Atlanta, Ga., July 26, 1S6~. 
GENERAL: I ha\'e rceeived your lct,tel' of July 26, asking permission, after 

breaking good the railroad below :McDonough, to push ou, release the officers 
there, and afterwards to go to Allderoonville and release the men confined there. 
I see many difficulties, but, as you say, even a chance of success will warran t the 
effort, and I consent to it. You m:),y. after having fulfilled my present orders, 
send General Garrard back to the lcft flank of the army, and procecd with your 
command proper to achieve both or either of the objects named . I will keep 
the enemy busy, so that you shall haye nothing to contend with but the cavalry; 
and if you can bring back to this ft.rmy any or all those prisoners of war, it will 
be an achievement that will ent.itle YOll and your command to the love and ad­
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miratioll of thc whole countrv. Be carcful to break telegraph wire and railroad 
when and wherever you gO: ci3pecially the telegraph, as it will prevent the 
enemy following your movement.. 

W. 1'. SHERMA~, 
J',1ajor General Commanding. 

Major General GEOHGE STO\,EMAi\'. 
Commanding Di-cision qf Caralry. 

HEAllQU,IRTEI:S MILITARY DIYI81O\, OF 'f1·W )IISSISSIPPI, 
1n thefield, bifore Allanta, Ga., July 26, 1864. 

GE:>ITLEMEN: As a part of the movement t.o·morrow, I wish, whilst the cav­
alry is moving out, say at. 6 a. m., and General Logan's troops are ~hiftillg from 
left to right, that you send from some point of tl~e front of cach division in our 
line of circumvallation a bold party, of about a rcgiment strong, to push back 
the enemy's outlying pickets and feel their position. This will have tbe elrect 
of holding them, and drawing there a8 large a body of the enemy as possible, as 
he will surely do on such a display. 

Inasmuch as General J cff. C. Davis'l! division is placcd as a strong right 
flank, and, thcrcfore, will be almost cntirely in reserve when the army of the 
Tenllessee gets to the right, I wish the demonst.ration to his front to be still 
more decided, viz: a whole brigade should move on the ridge due south from 
the hill intrenched beyond Proctor's creek, and should push back the ellemy 
beyond any little rifle-pits to his main line which will be fonnd upon the main 
ridge which extends from Atlanta to East Point. This brigade should move 
toward the old village of 'Vhite HaIL I1.bcllt two and a half miles from Atlanta. 
These demonstrations should proceed slowly and deliberately, and last all day, 
and should be as bold and provoking to the cBcmy as po~eible, tempting him 
to f'ally out and test our prescnt lines. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHERJIAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major Gencrals THO.IIA;; Hnd SCIJOFI ELI). 

llEADQrAHTBltS MILITAHY DIVI;;IOiX OF TilE MISSISSIPPI, 

In thcfidd, near Atlanta. Ga ., July 26, 1864. 


General l'HO:\J AS : 

Generllll\Ic()ook represcnts the enemy's cavalry to his front intrenched be­

hind good works extending fr0111 about White Hllll down to the Ohattahoochee, 
and he apprehends difficult.y in brcilking through. I have consent.ed to his 
dropping down the west bank of the Chattahoochee to a point about Oampbell. 
town, crossing therc and striking out for the railroad. This will turn the posi. 
tiolt of the cavalry, and force them back to meet Genera] McCook on more open 
gronnd. 

". T. SHERl\iAN, 
JJI!7)oJ' General Commanding. 

HEADQr,\UTERS lIILITARY DIVISIOX OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
1ft tltefield, near Al7an/(t, Ga., Jul!/ 2G, 1864. 

General THO.IIAS : 

:Major Gcncral Howard is ordered to the command of the army and depart­
ment of the Tenuessee. I want him in his new command at once. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lYlajol' General Commanding. 

http:consent.ed
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[Cipher. ] 

HE ,.\DQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO'" OF TIfE )118S1 ~Iprl, 
In thefidd, near Atlanta, Ga.. .Iuly 26, 1864. 

General HALLEC/{, IVasltinglon,' 
To-morrow we begin to move against Atlanta, having strongly intrenched 

Olll' front from the railroad east of Atlanta to a hill south of Procl'(Jr's creek. 
move the whole army of the Tennessee to the right, extending the line south, 
threatening East Point, and forcing, as I think, Hood to abandon Atlanta, or allow 
us at 8111all cost to occupy the railroad south of the town, that to the east being 
well destroyed. At the same time I send by night a force of about three 
thousand five huudred (3,500) cavalry under General McCook, and lIl'onnd by 
the left about fh'e thousand (5,000) cavalry under Stoneman, with orders t() 
reach the railroad about Griffin's. I also have consented that Gelieral Stoneman, 
after he has executed this part of his plan, if he find it feasible, may, with his 
division propel', about two thousand, (2,000,) go to lV1acon and attempt the 
release of our officers and prisollerB there, and then to AndersonviUe to release 
the twenty thollsand (20,000) of our men prisoners there. This is probably 
more than he can accomplish, but it i~ worthy of a determined effort. 

\Vhilst these are in progresss. I will wit.h the main army give employment to 
ull the rebel army ~till in Atlanta. 

W. T. SHERJfAN, 
}II/ojor General Commanding. 

[Ciph~r·1 

l-h;,.\DQV,.\RTEflS lVIILITARY DIV'ISlo.'1 OF THE :MISSISSIPPI, 


In tliefield, near Atlanta, Ga., July 27, 1864-. 

General HALLECK. lVclSltington. D. C.,' 


,My two cavalry expeditions are off to make a wirle circuit lind reach the 
Macon road well to the southeast of Atlanta, anel the army of the Tennessee 
is shifted to the extreme right, reaching well towards t.he railroad, 80 that 
I think to-morrow must develop something. The cavalry will have to fight the 
enemy" ~ cavillry, and we can hold the infantry and artillery to Atlanta and force' 
them to extend and choose between Atlanta lind East Point. I don't think the 
enemy can hold both. All arc welllJleased with General Howard's appointment 
but Generals Logan and Hooker. The former th0ught he ought to have been 
allowed the command of the army in the field until the end of the campaign, 
but I explained to him t.hat a permanent department commander had to be 
appointed at once, as discharges, furloughs, and much detailed business could 
alone be done by a department commander. General Hooker is offended, because 
he thinks he is entitled to the command. I mUl:'t be honest. and say he is not 
(lualified or suited to it. He talks of quitting. If General Thomas recom­
mends, I shall not object. He is not indispensable to our success. He is 
welcome to my place, it the President awards it, but I cannot Hame him to such 
an important command as the army of the Tennessee. 

All is well. The enemy to-dllY offered no serious opposition to the changes 
of to-day, and onr skirmishing Ilud urtillery W2.9 jllst enough to make thiuge ' 
iutercsting. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Camm~ndillg_ 
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HgADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TH~] MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., July 27, 1864. 

SIR: Your despatch of yesterday is received. I beg you will not regard me 
as fault-finding, for I assert that I have been well sustained in every respect 
during my entire services. I did not suppose my despatches would go outside 
the offices at the War Department; I did not suppose you were troubled with such 
matters. and . are both worthy men, and had they been 
promoted on the eve of the Vicksburg campaign it would have been natuml and 
well accepted; but I do think you will admit that their promotion, coming to us 
when they had gone to the rear-the one offended because I could not unite in 
the same division five infantry and five cavalry regiments, and the other ~or 
temporary sickness-was enough to occasion disappointment. You can see how 
ambitioJIs aspirants for military fame . regard these things. They come to me 
and point them out as evidences that I am wrong in encouraging them to a silent, 
patient, discharge of duty. I assure you that every general of my army has 
spoken of it, and referred to it as evidence that promotion results from impor. 
tunity, and not from actual service. I have refrained from recommending any 
thus far in the campaign, as I think we should reach some stage in the game 
before stopping to balance accounts or writing history. I assure you that I do 
think you have consistently acted throughout the war with marked skill in the 
matter of military appointments, and that as few mistakes have been made as 
could be expected. I will furnish all my army and divi8ion commanders with 
a copy of yuur despatch, that they may feel reassured. 

With great respect, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Mojor General Commanding. 
His Excellency PRESIDENT LINCOLN, 

WasMngton. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tl~e field, near .Atlanta, Ga., July 27, 1864. 

General HALLECK, Washington,' 
General Hookflr has applied to be relieved of the command of the 20th army 

corps, assigning as a reason the appointment of General Howard, his junior, 
to command the army of the 'rennessee. General Thomas asks the folhwing 
appointments: 

General D. S. Stanley to command the 4th corps, vice Howard, transferred. 
General H. W. Slocum to command the 20th corps, vice Hooker, relieved at 

his own request. 
I approve these nominations, and ask orders, by telegraph, that General 

Slocum may be summoned from Vicksburg, where he now is. 
W . T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., July 28, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 
Try and thin your strong lines as much as possible to-mo\'l'ow, so as to make 

good reserves for action. Let these reserves be ready to move at any moment. 
Our cavalry will surely reach the Macon road to-night, and to-morrow the 
enemy will do something desperate. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Geneml Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, nea1' Atlanta, Ga., July 29, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 
Until the result of our cavalry movement is known, I want the utmost ac­

tivity on our flanks. General Howard, by this time, must have his line strong. 
I wish you to take General Davis's division, and one of General Williams's, and 
operate from General Howard's right flank towards East Point. Don't form a 
line, but move so as to occupy or threaten the railroad. General Schofield will 
do the same on the left. I will stay at home to· day, to be convenient to the 
telegraph. Keep me well advised. Don't extend tbe line. but operate in the 
nature of a strong reconnoissance towards East Point, having General Howard's 
line as a point of departure and safety. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE 'I'ElXNESSEE, 

July 29, 1864. 


Major General SHERMAN: 

'Ve have counted six hundred and forty-two (642) rebel dead, and there are 

still otbers in front of our lines and not yet recovered. It is fair to presume that 
their wounded are five or six times ttlat number. We may count largely on 
their missing. great numbers having been seen going to the rear, and many 
stragglers are being picked up in the woods. A just estimate of their (enemy's), 
loss would, I believe. be not less than five thousand (5,000.) Our loss, as far 
as reported, less than six hundred. 

O. O. HOWARD, 
Major General. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Atlanta. Ga., July 29, 1864. 

General HALLECK, Wasltington: 
'I'he result of the enemy's attack yesterday, chiefly on the 15th corps, is thus 

reported by General Howard: 
'Ve have counted six hundred and forty-two (642) rebel dead, and there are 

-still others in front of our lines; it is fair to presume that their wounded are 
five or six times that of their dead. Over one hundred (100) prisoners are in 
hand, and others being gathered up in the woods. General Howard estimates the 
enemy's loss at five thousand (5,000,) and our loss at less than six hundred 
(600.) 

General W. H. T. Walker was killed on the 22d, and it is now reported hy 
prisoners that Wheeler was killed yesterday. We are so near the enemy's line 
that their intrenched artillery prevents our advancing the lines. so as to take full 
advantage of the hattIe. they gathering into the city their more remote dead. 

The parapets of Atlanta present a will-filled line wherever we approach them. 
General Thomas is making to-day a strong reconnoissance in force towards East 
I'oint, and General Schofield on the left. Our cavalry haE now been out three 
days, and must have done its work about Griffin. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTME:'IIT OF THE CU~IIlERLA;XD, 
July 29, 1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
I have just returned from tIle right. 1 IIRve intrenched Morgan on the 

Howell or Green's ferry road, to the right and southwest of Logan. He has 
complete command of that road, and has his skirmisIlers out half a mile to his 
front. 'l'hey have driven the rebels into intrenched rifle· pits, and report in­
t.renched lilies heavily manned a short distance in rear of their skirmish rifle-pits. 
I also directed 'Yard to take position on Morgan's right, and refuse his right so 
as to make a strong right flank. Ward fronts the Howell's ferry road, and runs 
along it towards the Chattahoochee for half a mile, and then falls back this 
way . . Howard had good ground to fight on yesterday. I saw several dead 
rebels that Ward's men were burying. If, aft.er intrenching, Howard will thin 
out Rnd extend to his right, Morgan and Ward can move still further to the 
right, aud might perhaps overlap the enemy. 

l 

While Morgan and 'Yard made their advance, 1 had Williams, Johnson, and 
Baird make st.rong reconnoissances to their fronts. '.rhey all report their belief 
that the enemy has either retired altogether or has withdrawn the gre~te8t lJart 
of his forces, and only uow has a weak skirmish line covering his fortifications 
aroun'll the city. I have directed them to feel strongly to-night and determine 
whether the enemy has retired or not. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, Major Gcn;:ral. 

) IIEADQIJARTERS DEPART,\IENT OF THill COMBERLAND, 
July 2,9, 1864:. 

Major General SHl3 R~IAN : 
I will send to General Morgan immediately lor the strength of the 10th 

Illinois. 
I take great pleasure in announcing the capture of an entire rebel regiment. 

one hundred alld fifteen officers and men, by the first division, 20th corps, while 
advancing its lines in obedience to my orders of last night. 'l'he positioa 
obtained is very advantageous t.o us alllo, as it will enable me to shorten my 
lines considerably and have a better view of the ground in front. 

G. II. 'l'HOMAS, Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS AR~IY otT THE OHIO, 
July 30, 1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
I have your despatch expressing your uesire that I advance my picket line 

in front of the distillery near the road leading to Atlanta. I tried that on the 
2~th. and fonnd it impracticable, for this reason, viz: The point referred to is in 
a large re-entering angle of the enemy's works, and the enemy's picket line in that 
vicinity is enfiladed by the artillery of both the adjacent salients. Neither the 
enemy's picket line nor even the main curtain in rear should be held by our 
troops until those salients are carried. One of them is three-quarters of a mile 
to my left, and hence beyond my reach; the other is somewhat to my right. 
I will see General Stanley and ascertain what can be done about this latter 
salient. Perhaps we can drive in the skirmishers around it and keep down itll 
fire with our sharpshooters. . 

Respectfully, 

\. 
J. M. SOHOFIELD, Major General. 

I 
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HEADQUARTERS :MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ~IISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, near Atlanta, Ga ., July 30, 1864. 

Colonel JAMES A. HARDIE, inspector 'General, fVashington, D. C.: 
Be pleased to convey my thanks to the President for his prompt bestowal of 

the appointments as brigadier generals on the eight (8) most worthy colonels 
named in your despatch to-day. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE 1\iISSISSIPPI, 
In tIle field, near Atlanta, Ga., July :n, 1864. 

Generals THOMAS and HOWARD: 
I am just back from an interview with General Schofield. 
General Garrard is back. He was sent by General Stoneman to Flat Rock, 

l"hcre he was surrounded by Wheeler's cavalry, but he remained two days ex­
pecting General Stoneman to send him orders, when he broke out to Lattimore'S, 
where he heard General Stoneman had gone to Covington and beyond", Not ~ 
having further orders, he came home via the Peach Tree roa(1- His fight 
was a small atTair, being only one (1) officer and six (6) men wounded, and 
riding down one brigade of the ellemy. He thinks Wheeler still remains on .the 
right of Atl{tnta, extending the infantry line. I think General Stoneman has 
gone to :;Uacon, east of Yellow river, and that it is well. r have ordered Gen­

,eral Garrard in on our left, and to-morrow night will let him fill with a skir­
mish line General Sehoficld'$ position, and move all of General Schofield's A 
to the ri~ht of General Howard, and with the divisions of Generals Davis 
and 'Vard kept in reserve on the right to strike a blow beyond our new right 
flank when intrenched. Our right flank must he advanced in close and abso­
lute contact with the enemy, and with General Schofield on that flank, I think 
we Cc'll1 make him quit A.tlanta, or so weaken his line that we can break through 
somewhere, the same as our Kenesaw move. 

Stucly the road, so that Generals Schofield and Howard may have a line close 
up to the enemy-as close as possibl,! .. I will seud a regimelJt of cavalry down 
the west bank of the Chattahoochee to feel for General McCook. I must have 
a bolder commander for General Garrard's cavalry, and want General .'l'homas 
to name to me General Kilpatrick, or some good brigadier, for the command. 

W. '1'_ SHERMAN, 
~Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
ln tltefield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 1, 1864. 

SIR: I am obliged for a copy of your letter to the honorable E. M. Stanton, 
of ftate J ulJ': 22, as it will enable me to reply at once. . 

It seems Dr. Luke Miller, a commissioner of your State, has been denied a 
pass on the military railroad below Nashville, fur the purpos.e of ministering to 
the wants of the siek and wounded soldiers of your State here at the fwnt, and 
your letter is doubtless intended as an appeal to the Secretary of War to com­
pel me t.o grant such a pa8s. You will be amazed when on this simp}e state­
ment I must accuse YOll of heartless cruelty to your constituents; hut snch is 
the fact. You would take the very bread 'and meat out of your soldiers' mouths, 
that a State inspeetor might come and supervise the acts of other medical offi­
cers here on the spot, commissioned by yourself.. You would load down our 
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cars with travellers, and limit our ability to feed our horses and transpGrt the 
powder and ball necessary to carryon this war. I tell you that with the aid 
of the best talent our country affords, and by laboring night and day, one single 
track of railroad cannot supply us; and I have been compelled to lay by for 

. days to accumulate supplies for another step in our progress. To be sure, a 
single pass.enger would be a small matter; but he is two hundred pounds avoir­
dupois, and his bulk and weight in bread and meat would feed one hundred 
mell a day, or one man oJle hundred days; and you can make the same calcu­
lation fOl' forage and cartridges. 

Now, how many States are there with commissioners 1 And arc medical 
commissioners the only ones who claim to come below Nashville 1 Why, sir, 
go to Nashville and see. Every State has one, every congressional district, 
and every county; then the sanitary agents and societies, and Christian Com­
mission, with all their ramifications; and a still more numerous and appeal­
ing class-the parents, and brothers and sisters of soldiers, dead, or wounded, 
or sick, or refugees searching lost parents, families and children. 'Will you say 
which of these shall have preference over the very food our men eat'? Now, 
every regiment has its colllnel and fielu officers, its Burgeon and chaplain, and 
all may and do write letters daily. We strain our every nerve the moment a 

~ . 	 soldier is sick or wounded to send him to t.he rear to the best hospitals, and yon 
kuow hat agents and commissioners are not essential at all, but, on the COI}­

trary, embarrass us in all the details; then, I repeat, that by trying to force me 
to transport your commissioners you unknowingly and unconsciously are guilty 
of the cruel act of taking the bread out of some poor soldier'a mouth, or the corn 
necessary to feed our horses that they may work. Why not accord to lis on 
the spot a credit for some good sense and feeling? 'Why, when we beg you for, mercy's sake to allow us for the period of our brief campaign to have the ex­
clusive use of onr single track of rail, every foot of which we must guard, and 
every inch of which has cost us a precious life 1 "Why do you mistrust onr 
purpose, and appeal for compulsory process 1 I beg you will see how differently 
men regard the same state of facts from a different stand-point. 

I see you regarded the refusal by General 'IVe.hster of a railroad pass for yonr 
commissioner as a want of respect for YOUl' State and office. Be assured that 
for you personally and officially, and for the State .of Minnesota, I fl:'cl the most 
profound respect; but if I am to be charged with this campaign, instead of re­
laxing my already stringent rules at Nashville, I will make them more alld more 
severe, that I may better feed, clothe, and equip the army, whose life and suc­ • 
cess hang by that slender thread. 

I am, &c., 

" 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

To his Excellency STEPHEN MILLER, 
Governor of Mi'nnesota, St. Paul. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 	OF TilE CUMBERLAND, 
August 1. 1864-9 p. m. 

Colonel Brownlow reports that McCook destroyed twelve (12) miles of the 
}lacon railroad and a bridge over the Whitewater longer than the Chattahoochee 
bridge. He also destroyed over five hundred .(500) wagons-Hood's, Hardee'S, 
and other headquarter wagons among them. Unfortunately, he theu turuecl 
back on his old route, and commenced to destroy the West Point road, when 
he Was attacked on the 29th, ncar Newman, by infantry and.. cavalry in over­
whelming numbers, surrounded, and all who did not cut their way through werA 
either killed or captured. 
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There are nearly five hundred now in }Iarietta, and Brownlow tllinks many 
more will find their way in. 'rhe 1st ·Wisconsin was cut off near Campbellton, 
and returned two days ago. I will send you his report in the morning. 

GEORGE II. THO.\fAS, 
Major General. 

Major General SHERMAN. 

HEADQUARTERS Mn,lTAHY DIVISION OF THE ~iISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 2, 1864. 

General WEIlSTER, Nas7wille" 
'1'00 many citizens manage to come to tIle front. Be even more stringent 

than heretufore. Grant no passes beyond Chattanooga, and only the smallest 
possible number that far. Surgeons can fill the officcs of the Sanitary Commis­
~ion, and chaplains minister to the wants of the soldiers. 

If any recruils are coming from the north I want them forwarded with de­
spatch by the cars. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

THIRTEEi\" lIIILES SOUTfH\'EST OF DALLAS, 
August 2, 1864. 

Major General SlIIm~IAN: 
On the morning of the 29th I Cllt the West Point railroad at Palmetto, and 

thoroughly destroyed the Macon rllilroad for two (2) miles and a half. At 
Lovejoy's removed telegraph wire for five (5) miles and burned two trailld. I 
also burned one hundred (10D) 1ale8 of cotton, and over five hundred (500) 
wagons, including headquarters trllillS of nearly their whole army, Hardee's entire 
transportation and the cayalry command supply train; killed about eight 
hunched (800) mules and captured seventy-two (72) commissioned officers and 
three Illllldred and fifty (350) men. Wheeler was bl,twccn McDonough and the • road when I cut it. Fought Jackson's divisiollnear Lovejoy's and repulsed them; 
was forced to return by the way of Newman's, and found infantry there. I cut 
the railroad and telegraph, and four D1ile~ out was attacked by Jackson's, ,Vheeler's 
and Roddy's comnlill1ds, and finally, 1y infantry, two brigades that bad been 
stopped there on their way to Atlanta; emashed Hoss's 'rexas 1rigade in trying 
to brenk through to the river, capturiug General Ross, with all his horses and 
men. I was finally completely surrounded, and compelled to abandon everything 
tlmt would impede me in order to Cl1t my way through. I ordered Colonels 
Croxton and Torry to cut through with their brigades. I took Colonel Jones 
with me and got through twelve hundred (1,200) mcn by a charge in column 
and crossed the river below Franklin. I have not yet heard from Croxton 01' 

Torry's cOITIluands, but suppose they got out, as they made the attempt while I 
was fighting. Colonel Dow, Colonel 'rorry, :Major Austin, wounded; Major Paine 
killed; Harrison missing;!lupposecl a prisoner. My loss very heavy. No eo·ope- , 
ration from Stoneman. I will be in :Marietta to-morrow. 

E. !\f. McCOOK, 
Brigadier General. 
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• 

HEADQUARTBRS 'ARMY OF THE OHIO, 

August 2, 1864-10 p. m. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

From all that I can see I judge that the enemy's infantry firo bends back 
opposite my left contre, and runs from that point nearly south behind a small 
branch of the creek in front of Howard and myself.' '1'he force in front of my 
right appears to be cavalry. To seriously threaten tlle enemy's flank and rail­
road comlllunications it will be necessary to cross the creek in front of lIly right, 
and reach the Sandtown road, which is about a mile beyond the creek. If this 
move ean be made with a sufficiently large force the result must be very decisive. 

~ Please inform me if yOll desire me to push forward to·morrow, and abo whether 
Morgan's and W':H'd's divisions will be absolutely under my eonllnallfl, or only 
to be called on when the necessity shall arise. At present they are within easy 
supporting distance; but if I move they should move with me. 

Respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD. 

Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISJO:,/ OF TilE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tl.e }ield, ncar Atlanta, Ga., August 3, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 
I am just in from the right. General Schofield has one division across Utoy, 

and General Baird was crossing at 6 p. m . j pretty sev(,l'e skirmish, but no battle. 
I came by General Loga n, who has been fighting' with art,iI\€.ry and picket lines 
all day j he carried a line and took fifty (5U) prisoners. Enemy retook the pit~, 
but our shirmishers got in safe, General Logan again took t.h em, with olle l.Inn­

. dred and fifty (150) prisoners j his loss \'ery slUitll j he was still hammerin(?' a,way 
wben I left him along his line, and this relieved the pressure Oil Generals Sehoficlrl 
and Baird. I think by mornillg he will Ilflve a lodgement aero",;· Utoy, on or 
very near the Big Sandtown road, that will seriollsly threaten the railroarl. I 
have heard of General McCook and am well plea8ed. I heard very heavy firing 
up your way. 'l'ell me all about it. 

W. '1'. SIIERi\IAN, 
]}Iajor General Cummanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS IIIILITARY DIVISIO;\, OF 'rHg MISSISSIPPI, 
In d.e field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 3, 1864. 

General HALLECK, Wasl.in,gton: 
'Ve have had pretty lively times to-day generitlly, closing ill, taking some two 

or three hundred prisoners. Under the pressure I got two divisions across the 
head of Utoy creek, well towards the railroad, and to-morrow will push still 
more on that flank. 

Geneml ~IcCook, after all, has got in, T)ringing twelve hundred (1,200) of his 
men j he repor~s that ou the 29th July he broke the 'Vest Point road at Pal­
metto, and then crossed over the Macon road at Lovejoy's, where he took lip 
two (2) miles of track; burned two trains and one hundred (100) bnles of cot.­
ton and five (5) miles of teleg raph. lIe fell upon the rebel wagon train and 
burned over five hundred (500) wagons and killed eight hundred (800) mules j 

he captured seventy-two (72) officers and three hundred and fifty (350) men; 

http:art,iI\�.ry
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•but his progress eastward andQllorth, according to the plan, was stopped by a supe-
Jior force of cavalry, and he turncd towards Newman, whcre he was completely 
surrounded. He ordercd two of his small brigades to· make their way to the 
Chattahoochce while he held the enemy. About five hundrcd (500) of them 
are in, but the balance, about one thousand, (1,000,) are doubtless capturcd or 
killed. He then with twelve hundred (1,200) men charged through in column, 
ridinlJ' down Hoss's Texas brigade and eapturiug Ross, the commander; but he 
had to drop all prisoners and encumbrances to save his command; he crossed 
the Chattahoochee below l!'ranklin, and up by Dallas to Marietta. The plan 
was for him to meet Gcneral Stoneman at Lovejoy's, but he did not meet him. 
Prisoners report that Yankee cavalry was shelling Macon on the 1st instant; so 
I think Gencral Stoneman has a chance of rescuing those prisoners. It was a 
IJold and rash adventure, but I 'S anctioncd it, and hoped for its succcss from its 
ycry rashness. 

I think that all Georgia is now in my front, and Stoneman may meet with 
but little opposition and sllcceed in releasing those prisoncrs. The difficulty will 
then commence for them to reach me. My lines are very strong and cover well 
all our bridges across Chattahoochee. I will use my cawllry hcreafter to coyer 
the railroad, and use infantry and artillery against Atlanta. A large part of 
Hood's Ilrmy is militia thllt cllnnot be trllsted in the open fi eld, and I think we 
have eripph·d the three fighting corps now commanded by Stewart, Stepht>n D. 
Lee, and Hardee. I t is even whispered that Haruee has resigned, but this is 
as yet but the story of deserters. 

W. 'l'.f1.HERMAN, 
Major General Co1nmanding. 

HEADQUARTERS 4TH ARMY CORPS,• August 3, 1864-8.30 p. m. 
:Major General Sm:RMAN: 

I havc the honor to report, in answcr to your inquiry, that I carried the picket 
linc on t110 whole corps front excepting Gibson's and Wood's divisions. New­
ton's men went within one hundred (100) yards of the Star fort. The rebels 
opened from at least twenty (20) pieces. The rebels rallied and drove back 
Hazen's 8kirmishers. We took about forty (40) plisoners. Three of Cheat­
hum's brigades are certainly in our front. They say Cleburn is on the rebcl 
light. 'Ve couM see troops move in and deploy in the works dnring the fight. 
I send through General 'l'homas a II Chattanooga Rebel" of the 3d August. 
Stoneman was at Clinton on the 1st; he had destroyed Oconee bddge, burned 
cars, &c .. on the Central railroad. I had thirty or forty (30 or 40) killed and 
wounded to-day. My belief is that the rebel force is quite strong on this front 
yet. Gibson met a destructive fire of musketry and canister. 

D. S. STANLEY, Major General. 

MARIETTA, August 4, 1864. 
Major Gencral SHERMAN: 

Colonel Adams. commanding brigade of Stoneman's cav:alry, is here with 1st 
and 11 th Kentucky, about nine hundred (900) strong. He thinks that the bal­
ance of the command are prisoners, including General Stoueman. He cut the 
railroad ~()uth of l\Iacon. The command was overwhelmed' by the rebels be­
tween Monticello and Clinton. 

SAM'L ROSS, 
Colonel 20tA Connecticut, Commanding. 

http:1864-8.30
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HEADQUARTEIIS l\III.ITARY DIVISION OF THE l\IISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 4, 1864. 

General SCOFIELD: 
I have notified other commanders that the attack will commence at three p. " m. 'l'hat will be early enough. In the mean time make all preparations, 

especially to look to your connexion with General Howard. I will be over. 
General Palmer will be ordered to report to you with his command. 

W. 'r. SHERMAN, 
lYIajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS l\IILI'J'ARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In thejield, near Lltlanta, Ga., August 4, 1864. 

General PALMER: 
You will during the movement against the railroad report to and receive 

orders from General Schofield. General 'l'homas will personally look to the
I front of Atlanta. o-eneral Howard will co-operate with General Schofield, and 

General Scbo:fleld, re-enforced by your corps, is charged to reach the railroad.~ 
Obey his orders and instructions. Acknowledge receipt. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS Mn.l·rARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 4, 1864. 

General GRA~T. City Point: • 
General Stoneman only had two thonsand three hundred (2, 300) men. Nine 

hundred (900) have g'ot in. I fear the balance are captured, as related in your 
despatch . General Stoneman was sent to break railroad, after which I consented 
he should attempt the rescne of our prisoners at Andersonville. 

W. T. SHERl\IAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 
MEMPHIS, August 4, 1864. 

Major General SHERMA:'II : 
Your telegram of the first instant just received. The force of Forrest is at 

Montgomery, stationed below Okalona, anel I am moving in that direction, 
I· 	 while Smith is after him with five thousand (.5,000) cavalry and ten thousand 

(10,000) infantry. He will hardly go into Middle Tennessee. The country 
where Forrest's command is is full of corn and ment, and Smith can subsist 
there. I have ordered him to push after Forrest wherever he may be and to go 
as far as Columbus, Mississippi, in pursuit of him, if necessary, and have all 
railroads this side of there destroyed. I telegraphed you on the 2d, but 
if you do not appl'ove of the plans there laid down I shall expect to hear from 
you by the time Smith reaches Oxford, and will move then as you may direct. 
If you appl'ove of the plan there indicated, shall Smith, after penetrating as far 
down as Columbus, march north to Decatur or Tuscnmbia, or return here 1 

Should he meet and effectually whip Forrest, should he not return here and 
be sent to Mobile 1 

C. C. 	WASHBURN, 
Major General. 
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HEADQUAllTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfidd, near Atlanta, Ga., August 4, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD: 
That is very well as to your left., but I want to assume the offensive on the 

right, and I wish you to order General Palmer to auvance his left uivision till 
he reaches the Sandtown road, and its light supported by General Davis's divi­
sion. General J ohnson'8 division should reach the Sandtown road more to the 
right and close t.o the left on General Davis. '1'he connexion between you and 
General Howard is not important. Slash down the timber in the valley of Utoy, 
and It single battery with a regiment of skirmishers will hold a mile against the 
whole of Hood's army. 1 want all of your anny and General Palmer's corps to 
turn the enemy's left, and the sooner it is done the better. I wish you to 
make written orders, 80 that Generals Palmer and Baird cannot mistake them. 
'1'hoir delay this afternoon was unpardonable. 

If the enemy ever gets a column through our lines we will let go our breast­
works and turn on his flallks, and therefore I don't care abollt our line being 
continuous and uuiform. If they sally it will be quick and by some well-dcfineu 
road. 

W. T. SHERwIAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS i\IILITA RY DIVISIO!II OF THB MISSISSIPPI, 
In thejield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 4, 1864. 

General GUAN'f, City Point.­
I have your second despatch about General Stoneman. I have newRpapers, 

with dates from Macon of the 1st, speaking of General Stoneman's capture as a 
rumor, but not as a fact. He started from here in conncxion with two other 
parties tht have got back j he had two thousand three hU!lch'ed (2,300) men, 
ann after breaking the Macon road he was to make an effort to reseue our 
prisoners. Oolonel Adam" witl~ nine hundred (900) of his mcn got back to 
Marietta t.o-clay, and telegraphs me Stoneman was attacked at Olinton, Georgia, 
by overwlwlming numbers, and tliey fear he is captmell. It may be so, but r 
hope he may, like General McOook, dodge and get in. 

General vVa~hburn is moving from Holly Springs 011 Oolumbus, Mississippi. 
lIe thinks that Forrest is dead of the wound he received in his battle with Gen­
eral Smith. 

The co,lIltry in which I am operating is very difficult for a large army, and 
the defensive positions very strong and. hard to circumyent; but perseverance 
will move mountains. 

I ought to be better advised of your plans and movements. I hear you have 
blown up the outcr bastion of Petersbnrg, but don't know how neal' you are to 
getting full possession of the place, or its bearing on Richmoml. 

Hoodllses his militia to fill his lines, anel shows a bold front whcrever I get 
at him. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
JJfajol' General Commanding. 

[Copy by telegraph. 1 

IIEADQL'ARTERS MILlTAilY DIVI'sION OF THE ~lISSIRSlprl, 
In tltefield, neal' Atlanta, Ga., Aug1Mt 4, 1864. 

General \VEU:-;TRR, Nashville: 
As some confusion and misunderstanding has occurred relative to my orders 

as to newspapers and ncwspa.per carriers, I will repeat that it is a small business. 
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for me to attend to in the midst of an active campaign, and one that ought never 
to reach my notice. 

t 

The military railroad is to carry supplies for the army. It cannot carryall 
the supplies allowed by law and usage, and therefore preference must be given 
to some things over others: 1st, ammunition j 2d, clothing; 3d, provisions, for 
men j 4th, forage for horses; and as I cannot in person supervise the billd of lad­
ing or loading of trains, I leave this to the quartermaster at Nashville, who has 
the best knowlpdge of the state of supplies forward and at the depot, as well as 
the capacity of the cars. Newspapers are a kind of freight, and as such I do 
not object to the quartermaster at Nashville shipping any number of bundles 
consigned to any of the posts forward, because they occupy little space, and the 
bulk of such newspapers canllot materially affect the quantity of provisions ship­
ped j but newsvenders, like any other merchants. must not travel in the cars to 
sell their goods any more than grocers or hucksters. They may send bundles 
of their papers in the cars by C<lnsent of the quartermaster who loads the cars. 
Every army commander can send his mail messengers daily each way, and these 
may carry papers as a part of the army mails, and the orders of Genera.!s 'l'homas, 
Howard and Schofield, for officers and men are military orders of transportation 
that quartermasters will respect the same as mine. Passes to cit.izens, as far as 
Cha'; anooga, ill "ery limited numbers, may be granted by the authority of either 
of these army commanders, and they may send to the real' car-loads of' prisoners, 
refugees and ci.:zens without limit, but 1 have ordered that on no preteuce must 
citizens come this side of Chattanooga, for I fiud them useless mouths that I 
cannot afford to feed. 

My orders also.arc that officers must live on the soldier's ration j yet if the 
quartermaster at Nashville can keC'p our supplies up, and also send supplies to 
odicers above the rations without interfering with the regular freight, he may 
do so. In other worus, I hold the officers of the q nartermaster department. responsi­
ble that the army stores takc precedence ofall other stores, and if he send anything 
else he callnot allege it as a reason for a failure to keep up the regular supplies. 
'l'be railroad has supplied us well, better than I expected, and I am willing to 
continue to trust the regular quartermasters, who thus far have m:l\Iaged the bussi­
ness well . 

'There is and can be no conflict of orders. No one can question my orders 
when they are positive, but I do not choo~e to make orders touching freight ab­
solutely positive, save in large articl es, such as cotton and produce, that would, 
if attempted, soon absorb our cars, Ilnd thereby diminish the ability of OUl' rail­
l'oad to handle the vast amount of supplies on which we depend. 

All I order as to newspapers is that no mOllopoly should be allowed, and 
officers can be supplied as in other mail matters, and venders may get the quar­
termaster at Nashville to cllrry their bundles, but not their citrriers. 'l'hese are 
superfluous. 

W. '1'. SHEIniAN, 
Nlajor GeneraL C01nmandilig. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE l\iISSISSIPPI, 

in the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 4, 18G4-10.45 p. m. 
GeneraIPALMBR: . 

From the statements made by yourself and Geneml Schofield to-day, my 
decision is that he ranks you itS mnjor general, being of same date of commission, 
and by previous superior rank as brigadier general. The movements for to­
morrow are so important that the orders of the superior on that flank must be 
l'egarded as military orders, and not in the nature of co-operation. I did hope 

http:18G4-10.45
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that there was no necessity of making thi~ decision, but it is better for all parties 
interested that no question of rank should occur during active battle. 

The Sandtown road and the railroad, if possible, must be gained to-morrow 
if it costs half your commana. I regard the loss of time this afternoon as equal 
to the loss of two thousand (2,000) men. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Mojor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTEIlS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In thefield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 5, 1864. 

General 'fHOMAS, AI'my if tIle Cumberland: 
Yesterday General Palmer raised the question of rank with General Schofield· 

I went in person and found that General Schofield nmked General Palmer as a 
brigadier, bnt General Palmer was appointed and confirmed major general to 
date November 29, 186'2. General Schofield was ah;o nominated from same 
date, but the Senate would not confirm. But since that session the Senate has 
confirmed, and General Schofield has his commission of same date as General 
Palmer, and ranks him, therefore, by virtue of prior commission. I have eo 
decided, and General Palmer asks to bc relieved of his command and ordered 
north. I declined, and ordered him emphaticaIry to go on to-day and execute the 
plan prescribed for yesterday in connexion with and under command of General 
Schofield. I have another letter from him asking to be I'elieved after to-day's. 
operation.. Now, what EUY you 1 General Davis is unwell, and General Johnson 
ranks him. 'l'hat is .the largest corps we have, and thus far bas not sustained 
heavy loss in this campaign. It moves slowly and reluctantly, and there is some­
thing wrong. 'What are your plans alld wishes? 

General Schofield reports that General Johnson's division has reached the 
Sandtown road, well to the right, by a road I put it on last night. General 
Morgan's division also has reached it, and General Baird is swinging by a left 
wheel so hi8'l~ight flank will reach it. Genm·a] ·-,..Schofield and Palmer have both 
gone out to complete the movement, which ;nvolves a push lowards the railroad 
till our right flank is near enough to the railroad to control it by short range 
artillery. 

There was sharp firing fOI' a few moments this morning, but it has ceased now, ~ 
so that I begin to· think we will succeed on tha.t flank without the serious battle 
I apprehended. Still, keep your cars open, and if you hear heavy musketry 
over ncar 'Vhitehall, either make a break into Atlanta, or 80 or;cupy the lines 
that the enemy mny not detach too heavily against Generals Schofield and Pal­
mer. Generals Howard and Schofield wiII connect by a shorter line across the 
head of Utoy creek. Our cavalry has scouted down to the mouth of Utoy creek. 

W. '1'. SHER~lAN, 
Major General CO'!flmanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISI.ON OF THE l\{ISSISSIPPI, . 
in tltefield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 5, 1864 . 

• General SCHOFIELD: 
Despatch received. AU right. Press that attack on the right. I will judge by 

the sound, and if I judge you are too hard pressed, will order Generals Thomas 
and Howard to assault somcw1lere. Get some part of your command where you 
can reach easily the railroad with short-range guns, and then intrench a strong 
flank. It is worth a battle, an· I the closer the first advantages are followed np the 

http:DIVISI.ON
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better. 'l'he weakest point of the enemy must be mathematically at some point 
between Atlanta and East Poiut. Keep me often advised of your progl'ess, and I 
will come over any minute you say, but can better handle the whole army from 
here by telegraph. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding . 

• 
HEADQrARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tlwjield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 5, 1864. 
General PA l.MER, at tlte front: 

I have commuuicated to General 'Thomas the substance of our former notes 
and messages, and have received the following reply by telegraph: "I regret 
to heal' that Palmer hus taken the course he has, and as I know he intends to 
offer his resignation as soon as he can properly do so, I recommend that his ap­
plication be granted." , 

Now, if General Schofield has a major general's commission going back to equal 
date with yours, though confirmed subsequently with retroactive effect, he ranks 
you by reason of former superior commission; and if you resign becallse you mea­
u<f1'e your number of men as greater than his, and your services in battle as giving 
you greater right to command, you commit the mistake of substituting your own 
individual opinion ovel' the established law and military usage. The special 
assignment of General Schofield to the command of a separate army and depart­
ment shows tilut he enjoys the confidence of the President even above his mere 
lineal rank. Ifyou want to resign, wait a few days, and allege some other reason­
one that will stann. the test of time. Your future is too valuable to be staked 
on a mistake. Your case clel\rly falls under an old article of war: "'Vhen two 
or more commanders happen together, the officer highest in rank commands the 
whole." General Schofield ranks you by his commission, and it would not do 
for military men to discuss the nice question of how far back the President may 
give effect to a commission. 

I Again ask you not to disregard the friendly advice of such men as General 
Thomas and myself, for you canuot, misconstrue our friendly feelings towards you. 

I am, &c. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THB MISSISSIPPI, _ 
In thejield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 5, 1864. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War, Washington: 
The time has now come that we must have the exclusive use of the north­

western road from Nashville to Reynoldsburg. It has been substantially done 
for some time, tut Governor Johnson retains the management of it for some reason, •under your foi'mer orders; but to be of service to us in the present emergency 
it must be in the control of :Mr. Anderson, superintendent o( military roads, that 
trains may run continuously from the 'l'ennessee river, at Reynoldsburg, to our 
camp. 

This main road has been admirably managed, and has supplied this vast army, 
so that not a man, horse, or mule has been for a day withont food, and with 
abundant supplies of clothing and ammunition. Our progress may be slow to you 
all at a distance, but if you ever cross this ground you will not accuse us of 
'being idlers. 

W. T. SI1ERl\IAN. 
Major Gt'neral Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'fHE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tIle field, ncar Atlanta, Ga., August 5, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 

I telegraphed to General R. S. Granger this morning that he need 110t send 
the battery along with the iufantry brigade. If not needed at Decatur, order 
General Granger to send it to Nashville in reserve. 

I know that the slowness of the troops on the right was not the fault of the 
men, but the want of proper direction on the part of the commanders. First, 
was the question of rank; and next, the COllrse taken was too far west away 
from the railroad rather thau towards it. To-night General Schofield will put 
General J ohnso11 in the trenches, take his out, and move perpendicular to the 
road, aile! not extend to t,he right more than is nccet;sary, and will have Gen­
erals Baird tlIld Morgan in support. If we can keep the forts of Atlanta full, 
with four (4 ) divisions in hand, we can whip any force outside of rebel in­
trenchmentt;, and will have General Johnson ncar enough for support. All our 
line is well developed, but is generaHy strengthened by good abatis and parapet, 
and conforms pretty close to the enemy, 80 th:.tt if we force the enemy to stick 
in his trenches, General Schofield should surely reach the railroad and overcome 
any force the enemy has outside. I have no doubt by our delay the enemy is 
better prcpH1'ed than he would have been could we have moved quick, as I 
ordered y eRterday. Last night I ' could see the ears, say, a mile and a quarter 
due southeast, whereas Generals Baird and Jobnson to-day moved southwest, or 
nearly due west, away from the eilemy. But we will try again to-morrow, and 
persevere to the end. I have written to General Palmer at length, and asked 
him to come ana see me very early in the moming, and if he wants to go I will 
assent, and in that event will make the recommendations you suggested this 
morning. 

I have personally examined our line from right to left, and feel no uneasiness 
as to the enemy making a sally. I know it will be hard to make an assaulting 
column, but all I waut is to force the enemy to bold troops at all points, so as 
not to mass too heavy on our right. 

W. T. SHEmrAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE OHIO, 

August 6, 1864. 
~[ajor General SHERMAN: 

In my movement this morning I made a eircuit to tbe right far enough to 
strike beyond what appeared to be, and probably was yesterday, the enemy's 
flank, but found intrenchments of otainary strength, with extensive entangle­
ments in front. Remy assaulted gallantly and energetically, and I bclieve with 
more confidence on the part of himself and men, but the obstructions were ~ 
great that it was found impossible to reach the parapet. ReiHy's loss about 
five hundred (500) men, including lIlany valuable officers. After this failure I 
made a much larger circuit to the right, for the purpose of breaching the enemy's 
flank on a point of his line not protected by abatis. I struck the point where 
the Sandtowll road crosses the main Utoy creek. Here the enemy's line 
makes a sharp salient, bending back along the north bank of the creek. The 
main line was prolonged by cavalry. with artillery, toward the Chattahoochee. 
General Hascall sent two brigades under Genera1 Cooper to clear this flank, 
which he did by crossing the creek, but too late for any further operations .• 
We are intrenching the ground we ' have gained, and will be ready for work 
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. in the morning. The lo~ses in Cox's and Hascall's divisions are probably not. 
more tha1l one thousand (1,000) men. I have not thought it advisable to put in 
more than the 23d corps to-day, except in making demonstrations to draw the 
enemy from the points of attllck. 

General Johnson has been with me during the day, and has promptly ex­
ecuted all my orderi'l. Colonel 'Varner, who left me late this evening, can explain 
to you more fully our situation. If you take the blue colored map of Atlunta 
:lnd vicinity, the forks of the Utoy creek, southeast of the town of U toy, is, 
I believe, Hascall's position. I will determine more accurately to-night. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Majol' General. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTBRS MIl,iTARY DIVISION OF THE ;\fISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 6, 1864. 

General HALLECK, lVashington: 
We have now developed aliI' lines along with the enemy from the Augu~ta 

railroad on our left to the Utoy Post Office on our right, and the enemy faces 
us at all points with equal force and snperior . works. General Scholield tried 
to break through at a point neal' our light, with a brigade, (General, Reilly'S,) but. 
his men were caught in the entanglement and lost, probably, five hundred (500.) 
'Ve have skirmished heavily along the whole line, using al'tillery freely, but have 
made no impression. I will contillUc to work to thc right to find the extreme 
flank and threaten the railroad, if possiblc, to draw him out of Atlanta, or force 
him to attack liS. But OUl' line is already too extended and weak. By means 
of his militia, of which he has the whole population of Georgia, he is enabled to 
use his three regular corps as reserves. Onr losses to-day will foot up one 
thousand (1,000.) I will soon need re-ellforcemcnts, and if you can replae" Gen­
eral A. J. Smith, at Memphis, with negro or fresh troops, I would order him 
here via Decatur; he must now be en rouLe for Columbus, Mississippi. I have 
called forward a brigade from Decatur. 

I am now convinced that General Stonemab. surrendered neal' lVlacon with 
,~ 	 seven hundred (700) of his men, ordering two small brigades to break out and 

get in. One, Colonel Adams, with nine hundred (900) men, is in, but their time 
is out, and they will be discharged; the other brigade, Capron',;, I fear' was 
scatterecl and picked up in det.ail. His entire 10ES will be about thirteen hun­
dred (1,300;) Generall\IeCook's loss five hundred (500.)' Damage done roads, 
cars, and bridges was vcry large, but the enemy now runs cars into Atlanta 
from Macon. 

W. 'l'. 	SHE Rl\{AN, 
lYIajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUAIITERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ){ISSISSIFPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., AUglut 6, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 
General Schofield has been at work to-day with his two divisions and holds 

General Johnson in support. He has just finished working up his measurement 
and locates himself at the fork of' Utoy creek, two (2) miles west of E ,lst Point. 
'l'hongh our line is extended, we cannot do better than to contract and strengthen 
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by defences our present front and let General Schofield work so as to thl'eaten 
East Point. I don't believe the enemy can defend so long a line, and he may be 
forced to choose between the two, Atlanta f\nd East Point, unless he has repairf:d 
the Augusta road, of which thc\'() are no signs; or unless he can drive back 
General Johnson's flank, which controls that road, he will be compelled to give 
up Atlanta to secure East Point. . 

General Schofield asks for a couple of topographical engineers; he lost his 
only one yesterday. Can you spare him one or two? If so, order them to report 
to him. 

He tried to break through the enemy's lines by a bligade to-day, but failed, 
losing fivc hundred (500) men. Instead of going round East Point, I would 
prefer the enemy to weaken so we may break through at some point, and wish 
yon to continue to make such an effort. I will instruct General Howard to do 
the same about the head of Utoy creek, his right. 

. W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THF. MISSISSIPPI, 
bt tltefield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 6, 1864. 

General SCHO"'IBLD : 
I will try to send you some more engineers to-morrow. 1 will have to borrow 

of other armies. Continue to work to-morrow in sucb a manner tiS to best 
threaten the railroad at or below East Point, and keep your own and the 14th 
corps united so as to defenil yourselves against the enemy, should he let 
go Atlanta and shift to his communications. If you can threaten that road he 
is bound to choose, and you know what choice he will make. I advise you to 
see to-night that the right, by which the Big Sandtown road comes out from the 
enemy to youI' line, is well covered, for he will, if at all, sally by well known 
roads. The valleys of the two forks of the Utoy can easily be held by a thin 
line and' an entanglement of· timber. General Thomas will continue to prefls 
Atlanta up the valley of Proctor's creek, and General Howard by Utoy. 

'I'he militia by which Ho()d holds his long lines of intrenchments are worth­
less save for that purpose, but tLey enable him to uile his good troops, distributed, 
doubtless, by brigades to rush to tllreatened points. I don't think he will mass 
them all unless he gives up Atlanta and throws his foree at one move to BU8t 
Point. 

If you be at the forks of the main Utoy, two (2) miles west of East Point, 
your cavalry shoulrl cross the upper fork and picket the crossing at Utoy Posf 
Office. Y Oil should also open a more direct road to where your headquarters 
are, which serves as a key-point. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Jj;Iajor General Commanding. 

lIEADQUARTERS MU.ITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tltefidd, near Atlanta, Ga., August 6, 1864. 
General SCHOFIELD: 

I have your despatch. There is no alternative but for YOll to continue to 
work on that flank with liS mnch caution as possible, and it is possible the 
enemy may attack us or draw out. lie must defend that road. 

W, T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 
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[Cipher. ] 

NEW OIlLEANS, August 6, 1864. 
Major General SHERMA~: 

'l'he fleet undpr Admiral Farragut passed the forts at the entrance of Mobile 
bay at 8 a. m. yesterday. The monitor Tecumseh was blown up by a rebel 
torpedo and lost nearly all her crew. The rebel ram Tennessee and gunboat 
Selma were captured after an obstinate resistance. The other gunboats took 
shelter under the guns oj :I<'ort Morgan. Admiral Farragut expects to capture 
or destroy them ,o-day and to secure a landing east of Fort Morgan and in the 
bay for our troops. Fort Powell is reported abandoned and blown up; Fort 
Gaines was invested by the land troops under General Granger, and is 
reported to have surrendered, but this is not ofFcial. 'l'he loss in the fleet in 
killed, wounded, and drowned is about two hundred (200.) Wit,h the exception 
of the 'l'ecumsch none of our vessels were lost, and the Hartford is the only one 
that is seriously injured. I am sending Granger all the forces I can collect 
Kirby Smith. I have no doubt. is trying to send a part of his forces cast of the 
Mississippi, but I think we will be able to prevent it. 

E. R. S. CANBY, 
Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTNIENT OF THR CUMBERLAND, 

August 6, 1864-12 m. 
Major Gcncral SHERMA~ : 

The enemy has been feeling our lines from 'Williams's right toward the ieft, 
apparently to see whether 'we havc weakened our lines 01' not. The skirmish­
ing on the left is probably for the same purpose, but it will be well to ascertain 
whether he intends more serious work, which Stanley can do by sending Gan:ard to 
feel his flanks. Howard thinks he is trying to get out of Atlanta clear. That 
may be. but Stanley mllst be watchful and not give ground until he can sec he 
intends to attack him, then have him withdraw gradually to real' line, and let 
him come on until h& becomcs well entangled in the abatis before opening fire 
on him, but not leave present position nntil he thinks it absolutely necessary 

GBO. H. THOMAS, 

:Major General. 

rCipher. ] 

,. 
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, near Atlanta, Ga. ; August 6, 1864. 
General HALLECK, Wasltington, D.-C. : 

General Palmer has resigned his command of the 14th army corps, and General 
Thomas has relieved him of the command. General 'l'homas recvmmcncls tile 
promotion of General J elf. O. Davis as mlljor general and assignment to the com­
mand of the 14th corps . . In the event the President will not consent to this, 
General Thomas asks the promotion and assignment of General J. 1\1:. Brannan. 
1 approve his recommendations, and ask a speedy return. 

W. T. SJlERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 
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1VASHINGTON, D.O., 
August 6, 1864-1.45 p. m. 

Major General SHERlIlAN : 
An order by the President, under the act of Congress for the military posses­

sion of the nortlll'l'estern railroad, has been issued, and will be fOl'wll.rd~d you 
by the Adjutant General. Do not imagine that we are impatient of your progress; 
instead of considering' it slow we regard it rapid, brilliant and successful beyond 
our c:ll"pectations. Take your time, and do your work in your own way. '1'his 
department is only anxious to afford you every assistance within it::! power. 

E. .M. SfANTO~, 
SecTetary qf lVar. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSIS~IPPI, 
In tlte field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 7, 1864. 

General SCHOFI~LD: 
That's right. Go on in your own way to accomplish the end, ancl keep your 

five (5) divisions so as to hold the enemy tiH a battle is fought. I will look n 
'. 	 little closer at General Howard's front to see if there is lIot a weak place there 

in the enemy's line; there should be about the head of Utoy's north fork. I 
will then wurk my way dowll to you on the extreme right. 

W. '1'. SHEmIAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTEIIS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atta~ta, Ga., August 7, 1864. 

Generals THOMAS and HmvARD: 
'1'he line assaulted yesterday was an incomplete one. By feeling its left, 

Bates's division evacuateu and fell back to the real ];ne, which is near the railroad. 
I ordered tile skirmishers to be pushed in, and the strength demollst1'llted, alld 
clevl"loped 1leal'Y musketry fire and artillery. We have gained valuable ground 
and fuJI po~ses8ion of the real Sandtown road. Our lines are clo~e up and by 
mOl'lIing will be intrenched, so we will keep on working by that flank; but I 
want the whole line advanced: wherever it be possible, and that General Thomas 
bring ii'om Chattanooga two (2) 30-pounder Parrotts, or siege carriages, and 
batter t]le town. The closer we advance onr line, wc contract and stengthcll. 

General Schofield'l:5 right does not yet really threaten the ruilroatl, though a 
fun mile nearer East Point than last night. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
lrlajor General Commanding. 

jHEADQUARTERS DEPAR'fi\IENT UF THE CnlflERLAND, 
August 7, 1864. 

Major General SH~~Ri\'lAN : 

I will keep the attention of the enemy funy occupied by threatening all along 
my front, but I have 110 hOpCB of breaking through his lines anywhere in my 
front as long as he has a respectable force to defend them. l\ly troops are so 
thinned out that it will be impossible to form an al'sanlting column sufficiently' 
strong to make all attack sure. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, Major General. 

http:1864-1.45
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HEADQUARTERS 1vI,LITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
• In tke jield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 7, lSG4. 

General GRANT, lVasll,ington: 
I was g'mtified to learn that you were satisfied with my progress. Get the 

'Val' Department to send us recruits daily as they are made, for we can teach them 
more war in our camp iu one day than they can get at a rendezyous in a month. 
AIBo tell Mr. Lincoln that he must not make the least concession in the matter 
of the September draft. It is right and popular with the army, and the army 
is worth considering. 

I am glad you have given General Sheridan the command of the forces to de­
fend'Vashington . He will worry Early to death. Let us give those southern 
fellows all tlte fighting they want, and when they are tired we can tell them we 
are jU8t warming to the work. Any signs of let-up on our part is snre to be 
falsely construed, and for this reason I always remind them that the siege of 
'I'roy lasted six years, and Atlanta is a more favorable town than Troy. 
'Ve must manifest the character of dogged courage and perseverance of our 
race. 

Don't stay in vVashington longer than is necessary to give impnlse to events, 
and get out of it. It is the centre of intrigne. 

I wonld like to have General Mower made a major general. He is a real 
fighter. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSI~SIPPI, 
ln tltejield, neal' Atlanta, Ga., August 7, 1864. 

General HALLECK, TVasltington: 
Have recei ved to-day the despatches of the Secretary of War and General 

Grant, which are very satisfactory. We keep hammering away here all the time, 
and there is no peace inside or outside of Atlanta. To-day General Schofield 
got ronnd the flank of the lines assaulted yesterday by General Reilley'S brig­
ade, tnrned it, and gained the ground where the assault was, with all our dead 
and wounded. We continued to press on that flank, and brought on a noisy 
bnt llot a bloody battle. We drove the enemy behind his main breastworks, 
which cover the railroad from Atlanta to East Point, vVe captured a good 
many skirmi"hel'S, which are of their Lest troops, for the militia hug the breast­
works close. I do not deem it prudent to extend more to the right" but will 
push forward daily by parallels, and make the inside of Atlanta too hot to be 
endured. 

I have sent to Chatt,anooga for two (2) thirty (30) pounder Parrotts, with which 
I'> we can pick out almost any house ill the town. I am too impatient for a siege, 

but I don't know bnt here is as good a place to £ght it out as further inland. 
One thing is certain, whether we get inside of Atlanta or not, it will be a used­
up community by the time we are done with it. 

W , 1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
August 8, 1864-8.30 p. m. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
Hascall only succeeded in getting one brigade across the creek and intrenched. 

The enemy is pretty strong in frol1,t of that brigade, and nas used artillery freely 
11* 
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Hascall is makillg gooo roads and .bridgea across the creek. It seems clear tl1at 
we are as ncar to the railroad as we can get on tlti s side of th e cr~ck "'ithollt 
breakillg thc rebel liues. To cross the creek, takes us around below E,tst Point. 
\V/I(~tlJer one division is sufficient force to make thRt moye with seems ext remely 
doubtful. Poaeibly, th e demonstration may be sufficient to make Hooel Jet go 
of Atlanta. I aID satisfieu Cox's right is not more tltall a mile from East Point. 

J. }L SCHOFIELD, 
Major General. 

HEADQUAHTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
August S, 1864. 

:Major General SHER~lAN : 
The 4~·inch guns have not yet ardved. They are not due until to·morrow. 

I have se/ccteU a very good point for them on Geary's left, where YOll can get 
a fairview of the town, and half a mile nearer than allY other position. It, was 
reported thllt they were to leave Ohattallooga at 8 a. m. to·day. The position 
sulected enfilades 'Whitehall street, upon which is General Hood's headquar­
te r~, anu the battery is being built to-night. 

CEORGE H. THOMAS, 
jJfador (j enard. 

HEAOQUAHTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:\ OF THE lIiISSISSIPPI, 
in the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August S, 1864. 

Genc:rlll S CHOFII>LD : 
I have your despatch. Continue to press by the right. It is impossible 

for the enemy to extend milch further. Generals Thomas and Howard will con­
tinue to prcse forward if Colonel Garrard watches all the passes of Utoy creek. 
I have no fears of that flank. If General Cox has a view of th e railroad over­
clear ground to his right, distant only a mile, our rifle gelDS will reach it. Still, 
General Hasca ll should move straight towards it, and intrench as close as he can 
get. I think that open ground is below ERst Point, and the railroad yon see is 
tile Ea~t Point road, which the enemy does not nse. I have your despatch of 
8.30. See in person to th e point occupied by General Rascall. L et good 
bridges anu roads be prepared, and intrench the point as a flank to threaten below 
East Poiut. Strengthen the main line as much as possible, so that if the enemy 
will fight on that flank YOIl may bave as mllch force as possible to SUpport; but 
explain to General Hascall, if they allow bim to intrench, they will not a ttack 
him, but feign for the purpose of breaking out somewhere else. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Cmnmanding. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
August 10, 1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
Either our maps or surveys, or both, are so evidently erroneous that I am very , 

uncertain a.bout the distance from Hascall's present position to the West Point 
railroarl. But I have 110 doubt he can reach it without. assaulting parapets, anu' 
by moving nearly in a southeH~terly direction from his present position. The 
dietance may be a little 1I10re tban a mile, and it may be three mile~. I think it 
probnble that another corps on this flank would he able to prolong the line to 
the Macon railroad; or hettel', that one corps in addition to mine could swing 
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}()'i)SC from the flank of the 14th, strike in the rear of Ea8t Point, and get. a posi­
*ion crosEing th'! railroad, from which we could not be driven. 
- The country south of Dt.oy appears less broken and much more cultivated 
than north of it. Hascall is Oll the main Campbellton road . . There is selid to 
be a big ro&d & short distance in his front leftding to East POInt. I have i10t 

bccH able to lertrn of any others in that vicinity. Can you not take Proctor's 
creek fur your left flank, bring' supplies hy 'l'lIl"Uer'S ferry, Rnd thus throw eVl-H 
two corps yet to tb e right? It appears to m.e that such a move, if made rapidly, 
ought to bring suecess. " 

.J. 1:L SCHOFIELD, 
Major GeJ1~l"al. 

[Cif1:Jer. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlzejield, near Atlanta, Ga., Au,gust 9, 1864. 

General HAL.LE~K, lVasltington: 

General Schofield G!eveloped the enemy's position to below East Point. His 
line is well fortified, embracing Atlanta and East Poil'lt, and his red-oubts and 
Hnes seem. well filled. Cavftlry is on his flanks. Our forcce, too, are spread for 
ten (10) miJes. So Hood intends to stand his ground. I tlU'ew into Atlanta. 
about th.~e thousand (3, 000) ~olid shot and shells to-day, and have got from 
Chattanooga four 4i-inch rifled guns and will try their effect. Our right is 
below Dtoy creek. I will intrench it and the flanks, and study the ground a 
~ it.tle more bcfore adopting a ncw plan. We have had considerable rain, but, 
()n the whole, the weather is healthy. Colonel Caperton. of General Stoneman's 
command, with several squads of men, are at Marietta, and will reduce his los8 
below a thousan.d.. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
I.fajor· Geneml Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DiViSION 01" THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In thejield, near Atlanta, Ga., Aug-ust 10, 1864. 

Gcn(:ral D. S. GRANT, TVaslti:>eg'vOn.­
Your despatch of 9th is received. It is to replace our daily losses that I 

propose that all recruits made daily in the western States, instead of accumulating 
at depots, should at once come to Nashville, and be sent here on the cars, which 
can bring four hundred (400) a day without interfering with freights. I have 
Qrdered Gencral vVashburn, at Memphis, to have Gcneral A. J. Smith, who 
is now marching on Columbus, Mississippi, come to Decatur, Alabama, whence I 
can bring to this army certain regiments and fragments that properly belong here, 
and a division tbat I originally designed to form a part of this army. The 
balance of infantry and cavalry I would send back t'ia Savannah and Jackson. 
Tel11:essee. My lines are now ten (10) miles long, ex.tending from the August.a 
road on the l~ft, round to East Point on the south. I cannot extend more 
,vithollt making my lines too weak. \Ve are in close contact, and skirmishing 
1'1.11 the time. I h{J,ve just got up foul' 4j!-inch rifled guns, with ammuuition, ancl 
propose to expend about foul' thousand rifled shot in the heart of Atlanta. We 
Jlave pJready commenced it with our lighter ordnance. Since July 28 General 
Rooa has not attempted to meet us outside his parapets. 
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In order to possess alld de~troy effectually his communications, I may 1~ ltv-e to 
It'ilve a corps at the railroad bridge well intrenched, and cut loose with the 
balance and make a desolating circle around Atlanta. I do not propose to 
assault the enemy's works, which are too strong, or to proceed by regulm­
approaches. I have lost a good many regiments, and will lose morc by the 
expiration of service, flnd tbis is tbe only reason why I want re--enforcemen ts. 
I have killed, crippled, and captnred more of the enemy than we bave lost by 
hi~ acts. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Ge7leral Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVli:iION OF THE MIS~ISS lPrl , 
In tl;efield, near Atlanta, Ga., A'!gltSt 10, IS64. 

General THOMAS: 
I have your last despatch. I hear the guns and shells also. The enemy's 

battery of 32-pounders rifled are firing on us here from the White IIall fort to' 
draw off or divert our fire. Keep up a steady, persistent fire on Atlanta with the 
41-inch guns and 20-pounder P arro tt's , and order them to pay no a ttention to­
the side firing by which the enemy may attempt to divert their attention. I 
think those guns will make Atlanta of less value to them as a large machine: 
.shop and delJOt of supplies. The inhabitants have. of' course. got out. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Ge7leral Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISlON OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 10, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 
I hear General Brannan's guns at General Geary's battery, and hear the shells 

burst in Atlanta. Send word to the battery to work all nigbt and not limit 
themselves to five (5) minute guna, but to fire slowly and steadily each gun as 
it is ready. Also order the guns at General Williams's frout to he got ready 
and put to work with similar orders to-night. General 'Howard will get hie 
20-poundel's near the same puint, which he pronounces much bette!' than that at 
General Geary's, which he visited with me to-day. General -Williams's right 
and General Howard's left are on Proctor's creek, from which JOU look up 
the valley to what seems to be the heart of Atlanta; the ridge on which are 
the railroad and White H all beiug plainly visibe, as also that by which the 
Marietta road enters the town, the intervening angle being cleared gronnd, 
giving a fine field of fire. I think the 4z-inch guns on General Williams's 
ri ght.c:an demolish the big engine-house. 

W. T . SHERMAN, 
Major General Com1fwnding. 

H3ADQUARTEn~ MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 10, 1S64. 

General SOHOFIELD : 

Your Teport is - received. Do you think General Hascall can reach YVest 
Point railroad from his position without assaulting parapet~ 1 

Do you think a further prolongation would enable us to reach the Macoll 
road without cutting loose from our base 1 



i. r. 
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How are the roads south of Utoy 1 
Do you observe any change in the character of the country 1 
We are now cannonading with 4~-inch rifle bolts, and have four thou8~ncl 

(4, 000) of them on hand. 
·W. T. SHERMAN, 

~Major Gencm,l Commanding. 

HEAOQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THL': MISSISSIPPI, 
In theficld, ncar Atlanta, Ga., August 10, 1864. 

General HowARD : 
I I.hank you for the suggestion. I am studying all tbe combinations po~sibl e, 

and beg you to think also and communicate to me; but be careful to keep your 
()wn confidence. I spoke of the same thing to-day to General Thomas, and he 
goes to look at the railr8ad bridge to see to a propel' cover there for the. wagons 
and a corps. I waut to expend four thousand (4,000) beavy rifle sbots on the 
town before doing anything new, and thcn will be prepared to act quick. Gene­
ral Schofield bas heen reconnoitring the right all day, and after he has answered 
a few more of my questions, I will give you the substance of his report. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major Gen ml Commanding. 

HEADQUARTEIlS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
1n tlufield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 10, 1864. 

Generals THOMAS and HOWARD: 
General Schofield has examiued closely his whole line, which lies south, a 

. lit.tle east, parallel with the enemy, one brigade being on the Oampbelltown road, 
south of Utoy. H e is not absolutely ccrtain that his right is near the vVe;;t 
Foint railroad, and yet urges that another corps can reach the II-lacon road, and 
wants to make Proctor's creek our left flank, draw our supplies from Turner's 
ferry, and keep on extending. My own experience is, the enemy can build par~­
pets faster than we march, and it would be the same thing by extending' right 
or left. In a single night we would find ourselves confronted wit.h parapets 
which we would fear to attack in the morning. He describes the country south 
of Utoy as more open and better cultivated. I want the 4~-inch and 20-pounder 
gUilll to hammer away, and I will think of the next move. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
l1Iajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, near Atlanta, Ga., August ll, 1864. 

General SCHOFfELU : 
I have read and considered your Mspatch. It is a physical impossibility for 

the enemy to as-certain the force which moves against the railroad, and to act 
against it with any more than one-third of his reserves. 'l'he other two-thirds 
will be from four (4) to eight (8) miles off. Oolonel Garrard's cavahy passed 
along the flank to-day unopposed, and I do not think the West Point road more 
thau two (2) miles from General Ha8call's present flank. You will, therefore. 
make the expedition with one division, the other either placed intermed iate or 
ready to act; of course without abandoning our present base, or dividing our force 
into two (2) equal parts. 1 have no other corps to give you. You may COIl­

s!1Jr it a reconnoissance in force not to go over three (3) miles from General Oox's 
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pre~ellt right. I know a full proportion of the enemy is on our left ani/. centre.. 
and if any change occurs in the night I will bl\ stHe to aovjse you. Our heavy 
on1nance, playing for the past t.hirty (30) hours from the Buck Head road into 
Atlanta., hUG kept to the parapels a full pmportion of the e nemy all the way ro~mCt 
on yonI' old position aod beyond, and if I am to give weight to the testimony 
from officii!l 30nrces, the enellty at this moment cxhibit.s most force on his 
pref'cnt right. I hnve no ideil that he can throw on you even a third of hi~, 
reservc force, becflUse he will look upon thc movement as a decoy to weaken his J 

line somewhat that we may break in. Besides, we know his line as well as OUI'S 

i ~ 80 stret.ched ont that hi;; rpserves an~ not over one thonsand (1,000) men pel' 
mile, for his infalltry three (3) miles east of' the Howard Honse, round to the: 
main road below East Point, is full fifteen miles long, requiring at his parapets 
forty thousand (40,000) men, Jeaying him no reserye on that flank that ean di6turb 
tv,o divisions. vVe mU8t act. ,Ve (:nnnot. ~jt down and do nothing, because it 
iuyolves risk. Bcillg' on the offemive, we mu~-t J·j sk, and !,hat is the flank on which 
'WE' efllelllnte to make t.h e Ii~k--iDdeea hav e been manCBllverillg to that end Cyel­
,~illec the army of the Telln\~3~('e shifted hom left to right. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Genc1'{j1 Commanding. ~ 

[Cipher,) 

HOLLY SPfilNGS, MISSISSIPPI, 

August 11, 186<i. 
Major General SH EII ~1Ai':: 

Yesterday General Hatch attacked a force from FOlTest.'s command, two tho\1­
saud (2,000) strong, under General Cllalmer~, at Oxford, and drove him pell-men 
towards Grenada, captnring three cannOD8. A large portion of A. J. ~mith's 
forces are south of the Tallahatchee at Abbeville, but, owing to the very heavy 
rains for the last few days wa8hing the raihoac1 badly, there has been some· 
delay in gel ting supplies forward. I hope that two dily~ more may place every­
thing on the 80nth side of the Tallahatchee. There is reason to believe that they 
mean to fight us on this line between here and Grenada. A8 soon as they can 
he brought to bay and whipped effectually, General Smith will move to Decatur_ 
In addition to his own force propel', ten thousand (10,000) strong, he has three " 
thou»an d colored troops from Memphis, three :Minllesota regiments sent me from 
Se. Louis, aud foUl' thousand (4,000) cavalry. When he takes up bis line of 
march for Decatur, shall he uot send back to Memphis alJ but his own forces, tIS 

it will be perfeetly safe to do so 1 My forces now at Memphis are all "hundred­
days" men, whose time will expil'A on the thirtieth. 

General Can by orders me at all times to keep a force on hand to assist Gene·· , 
retl Steele, should he heed help. vVhell your oruCl's anu General Canby'S conflict, -4 

whom am I to obey 1 I have been embal'l'ussed by conflicting orders heret.ofore. 
To hiLvA obeyed General Cauby would have defeated General Smitll's last. 
exped ition. General Forrest is not deacl,))Ut was in Pont.otoc foUl' (4) days ago. 

C. C. WASHBURNE, MaJor General". 

GENERAL STANLEY'S REA DQUARTEHS, . 

August 11, 1864. 
Major General SHEllMAN: 

General Garrard just l'eport3 as follows: 
Please tell General SIJerman that men from Stoneman's command are daily ' 

coming in ; that they came along the railroad, and that 011 Suuday nothing had beel! ' 
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dOilO towards repairing the road. A large pillt of their cavalry is now'in the neigh­
borhood of Covington, and it is generally believed bhat they will soon make a 
l2'J'and raid to Tennessee oj' K entucky. An officer who has.iust got in s taid in that 
~eighborhood three days, as he could not get out of way of their cavctlry. He 
says he has never seen so much cavalry in one body. P ersons from neal' Atlant.a 
also report the r ebel cavalry moving over towards Covington. 

D. S. STANLEY, Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI~SIS S II'PI , 
In tlte field, neal' Atlanta, Ga., August 13, 1864-8 p. m. 

General HA LLECK, TYas!tington, D. C.: 
"Ve have now preosed th e enemy'., lines from the east around to E as t Point 

on the south. ,'l'he nature of ground, with its artificial defences. makes it too, 
difficult to assault, and to reach the Uacon road by a fnrther extensi0n will be 
extra, hazardou s. I have ordered army commanders to prepare for the follow­
ing plctn: Leave one corps strong'ly intrenched at the Chattahoochee bridge in 
charge of our surplus wagons and artillery j with sixty thousand (GO,OOO) men, 
reduc('d to fighting trim, to make circuit of devastatiou around the tOWIl, with a 
radiu s of fifteen or twenty miles. 

To do this, I go on the faith that the militia in Atlanta are only good for the 
defence of its parapets, and will not come onto 
. I would like tile utmost aClivit.y to be kept up in Mobile bay, and, if possible, 

about the mouth of Appalachicolaj also to be aS~ llred that no materia! re·enforce­
meuts have come here from Virginia. 

If I should ever be cut off from m:y base, look out for me about St. :llIark's, 
Florida, 01; Savannah, Georgia. 

W. T. SHERl\fAN, 
Major General. 

fo 	 [Cipher.] 

HBADQUARTgnS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE IliISSISSIPPI, 

In thcfield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 13, 1864. 
General Halleck, lVashington, D. C.: 

In milking the circuit of Atlanta, as proposed in my despatch of to-day, I . 
l1ecesmrily run some ri sk. If there be any possibility of Admiral Farragut and 

" 	 the land forces of Gordon Granger taking Mobile (whkh rebel prisoners now 
report, but the report is not confirmed by l\Iacon papers of the 11th which I have 
i5een,) and further of pushing up to Mon1gomery, my best pIau would be t.o wait 
awhile, as now, and at the proper time move d'lwn to West Point, and opel'ate 
int0 the' heart of Georgia from there. 

Before cutting loose as proposed, I would like to know the chances of our 
getting the use of the Alabama river this campaign. 1 could easily break np the 
railroads back to Chattanooga, and shift my whole army down to West Point 
and Columbus, a country rich in corn, and make my fall campaign from there. 

I know Fort lIforgan must succumb in time. 
W. T. 	SHERMAN, 

Major General. 
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llEADQUARTERS An:l'lY OF THF. OHIO, 
August 14, 1864. 

M<ljor General SHEIIMJ\N: 
'rhe officer I sent to the riglJt reports three st.rong· bl'ltterics along tlle edge of 

the w()()rl ~ Ilear E as t Point, all looking d0\Yn the valley towards Hascall's posi­
tion. 'rhe one most to our right is where yon saw the enemy working day 
hef'ow yesterday. The others are vi"ibl e from a poiut on the Campbellton road, 
a f(!w hundred yards west of where you were. 'The batteries are connected by 
infantry parapet, which, however, is not visible south or we"t of the left battery. 
Probably the line there bends southeast thrvngh the woods. A large force is 
working on each battery, but very few men are seen elsewhere. There has been 
no indication of movement of troops there to-day. 

J. M. SCOHIELD, 
Major G eneml. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISiON OF THE MlSSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 14, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD: 
There is no doubt Wheeler is up about Dalton with a large cavalry force. 

I waut our cavalry now to feel the enemy's flanks strong, and will order Gen­
eral Kilpatrick to cross at Sandtown and make a hold push for Fairburn, and 
General Garrllrd, in like manner, to feel well around the enemy's right flank. 
Let your cavalry go down in the morning to Sandtown and report for the ex­
pedition to General Kilpatrick. 

w. T. SHERMAN, 
lYlaJor General Commanding. 

RESACA, August 15, 1864-9.4.'i p. ffi. 

Major Generlll SHERMAN: 
I can now give you the particulars of the Dalton affair. The town was 

seized about 6 p. m. ye8tcrday. \ Colonel Leibold occupied the fort and declincd 
to surrender. Early this morning General Steedman arrived there with one 
New York, and one Ohio, and six companiis of negTo regiments, and immediatdy 
attacked th e enemy, and after fOllr hours' fighting, drove them toward Spring 
Place. 'l'he enemy's loss heavy. "Ve are collecting the dead and wounded. 
Colonel Leibold expects another attack. The enemy supposed to he six thousand 
(6,000) strong, with two batteries. I had two companies at the Water Tank, 
q mile sonth of Dalton. They were attacked at daylight this morning, and 
after four hours' fighting, surrendered. The railroad is destroyed from the Tank 
north to Dalton. The enemy still in the neighborhood of'l'ilton. 

General Smith. with two thou~and (2,000) men, is due here at 11 o'clock. 
The cavalry at Calhoun, I think, should be ordered to this place to.night. 

G. D. RAUM, 
Colonel Commanding Brigade. 

HEADQUARTERS lI{n,TTARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltcfield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 15, 1864. 

Generals THOMAS, HOWARD, and SCHOFJRLD: 
Colonel Raum, at Resaca, reports the enemy's cavalry on the railroad near 

'l'i1ton, tearing up track. Give orders that will insure great econom.~' in provi. 
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sions and forage, until we can estimate the time required to repair damages. I 
have nothing from beyond Resaca. General John E. Smith, at Cartersville, 
will collect all the infantry that can be spared from the defence of material points 
about Alatoona, and go up the road. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

CARTERSVILLE, August 15, 1864. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

I am just starting up the road with about two thousand (2,000) men. De-. 
spatch received from Resaca says the rebel force is moving northeast from Dalton, 
burned a bridge below Daltou, and tore up the track. My cavalry not heard 
from. 

JNO. E. SMITH, Brigadier General. 

HEADQUARTERS ~fILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 15, 1864. 

Generals THOMAS, SCHOFIELD, and HOWARD: 

General J oLn E. Smith has gone up the road wit.h two thousanil (2,000) men 
in cars. ·Wheeler failed to take Dalton, and has gone northeast, where he can­
not do us much harm. I will order that he be kept in that direction. He may 
disturb some of General Schofield's garrisons; but if he could not take Tilton 
or Dalton, he will not venture much, and all above will be on their guard, and 
prepared. As soon as this news is confirmed and ratified, r will put in execi.ltion 
our plans. So get ready. I want to hear of Generals Kilpatrick's anil Gar­
ral'il's explorations before making orders. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tAefield, near Atlanta, Ga., AUfivst 15, 1864. 

General SCHOFIBLD: 
There will be plenty of time to dispose of wagons after my orders are issueil· 

I want to hear of Generals Kilpatrick and Garrard before making my orders, 
bnt I am more and more satisfied the movement we contemplate is the true one 
to be made. I think Generals Steedman and John E. Smith will drive Wheeler 
far away, and repair our road in two days. Give me the earliest news of the 
cavalry on your flank. 

W. '.r. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
August 16, 1864-1.45 p. m. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
1 havc just heard from Kilpatrick through Colonel Garrard. His despatch is 

dated 12 m. Kilpatrick had moved up the Campbellton road toward the right 
of our infantry, to a cross-road leading to Mount Gilead church, where the 
rebel cavalry is encamped, with the intention of moving out and attacking them. 
My troops are ready to move at once, if .the enemy send infantry against our 
cavalry. 

J. M. SOHOFlELD, Major General. 

http:1864-1.45
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H~A))(lCARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TIlB CUMIlERLAi\'U, 
AUljust 16, 1864. 

l\Iajor General SUERMAN: 
General Kilpatrick reports that hp- forced the enemy back into his camp uear 

the railroad, fiv e miles above Fairburn Hation; destroyed tbe station tw d public 
buildings, teleoTaph, and railroad, for about three miles. .Jackson's l1ivision 
has thus far refused to give him battle. He anticipates an attempt will be made 
to prevent his return th is mOflling, and feels confident he can destroy J acksoIl, 
provided cavalry alone meets him. _ 

GEO. H. THOMAS, Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS }\f1l.ITARY DIVISION OF THE l\IISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, ncar Atlanta, Ga., Azigust 16, i864. 

General THOMAS: 
The news from Genei'al Kilpatrick is first-rate ; he has acted so as to show 

the enemy that he will fight. 1 do bclieve he, with his own and General Gar­
rard's cavalry. could rid e right around Atlanta and smash the Macon road all 
to pieces. But I don't want to risk our cavalry; I don't fear the enemy's 
trying to cut off his rcturn. General SC~lOfield's positiou is such that iufillltry 
will not leavp- their lines to go dowu to Camp cJ;eek. 

W , T, SHERMAN, 
1II[ajor General Commanding. 

HBAD'QUAKTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, near Atlanta, Ga" August 16, 1S(j4. 

GENERAL: It occors to me t.hat preliminary to a future report of the history 
of th'l campaign, I should record certain facts of great personal intcrcst to officers 
of" this command. 

Genera.l McPherson was killed by th e musketry fire at the beginning of the 
battle of July 22. He had in person selected the ground for his troops, consti­
tuting the left wing of the army, I being in person with the ceutl'c, Gelleral 
Schofield. The moment the information reached me, I sent one of my staff 
to ~nnounce the fact to General J ohu A, Logan, tbe senior officer preseut with 
the army of the Tennessee, with general instructions to maintaiu the ground 
chosen by GenerallVIcPherson, 'if" possible, bnt if pressed too hard to refuse his 
left. fbnk, but at all events to hold the railroad and main Decatur road; th8t 
I did not propose t.o move or gain ground by that flank, but rather by the right, 
and that I wanted the aTmy of the Tennessee to fight it out unaided. General 
Logan admirably couceived my orders and executed th em, and if he gave ground 
on the left of the 17th corps it was properly donc by my orders; but he hcld a 
certain hill by the right division of the 17th corps, tb e only ground on that 
line, the possession of which by an enemy would have damaged us, by giving 
a reverse fire on the remainder of the troops. General Logan fought that battle 
out aR required, unaided, save by a small brigade seut by my orders from Gen­
eral Schofield to the Decatur road. well to the rear, where it was reported the 
enemy's cavalry had got into the town of Decatllr, and was operating directly on 
the rear of Logan ; but that brigade was not disturbed, and was replaced th at night 
by a part of the 15th corps, next to General Schofield, and General Schofield's 
brigade brought back so as to be kept together on iLS own line . 

General Logan managed the army of the Tennessee well during his com­
mand. alld it may be that au unfair inference might be drawn to his prejudice 
because he did not succeed to tbe pcrmanent command. I am forced to choose 
a commander, not only for the army in the field, but of the department of tb,e 
Tennessee, covering a vast extent of country with troops much dispersed. It 
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was a delicate and difficult task, and I gave preference to Major General O. O. 
Howard, then in comma.nd of the 4tb army corps in tbe department of the CUIll­
her1nnd. Instead of giving my reasons, I prefer that the wisdoHl of the choice 
be left to the test of time. The President kindly ratified my choice, ani! I am 
willing to assume the responsibility. I mennt no disrespect to any officer, and 
hereby declare that General Logan submitted witl1 tb e grace and dignity of a 
soldier, gentleman, and patriot, resumed the command of bis corps proper, (15th,) 
and enjoys the love alld respect of his army and of his commanders. It so hap­

P pened that on the 28lh of <Tnly I had .again thrown tbe same army to the ex~re.me 
right, the exposed flank, where the enemy repeated the same manoeuvre, stnkmg 
in mass; the extreme corp~ deployed in line, and refused as a flank the 15th, 
Major General Logan; ani! he co~manded in person, General Howard and myself 
being neal', and that corps, as heretofore reported. repulsed the rebel army com­
pletely, and next day advanced and occupied the ground fought over and the 
road the enemy sought to cover. General Howard, who had that very day as­
sumed his new command, uneqnivocably gave General Logan all the credit POl;'­

sible; and I also beg to add my unqualified admiration of the bravery, skill, 
and, more yet., good sense tha.t influenced him to bear a natural disappointment 
and do his whole duty like a man. If I could bestow on him substantial reward 
it would afford me unalloyed satisfaction; but I do believe, in the consciousness 
of acts done from noble . impulses and gracefully admitted by bis superiors in 
authority, l1e will be contented. J He already holds the highest commission 
known in the army, and it is bard to say how we can better man ifest our ap­
plause. 

At. the time of General Howard's selection. Major General Hooker com­
mallCled the :!oth army corps in the army of the Cumberlaud, made up for his 
special accommodation out of the old 11 th and 12th corps, whereby Major General 
Slocnm was deprived of his corps command. Both the law and practice are and 
have been to fill the higher army commands by selection. Rank or dales of com­
mission have not controlled, nor am J aware that any reflection can be inferred 
unless the junior be placed immediately over the senior; but in this case Gen­
eral H00ker's command was in no manner disturbed. General Howard was 
not pnt over him, but in charge of a distinct and separate army. No indignit.y 
was offered or iutended, and I mllst say that General Hooker was not justified 
in retiring. At all events, had be spoken 01' written to me I would have made 
every explanation and concession be could have expected, but could not have 
chflllged my course, because then, as now, I believe it right and for the good of 
our country and cause. 

As a matter of justice, General Slocllm, having been displaced by the consol­
idation, was deemed by General Thomas as entitled to the vacancy created by 
General Hookei"s voluntary witbdrawal, and has received it. 

With great respect, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General E ,\LLECK, Major General Commanding. 
Cltiif if Staff, Washington, D. C. 

READQUARTEns MILITARY DIVISION OF THE :i:liII>SISSIPPI, 
In tltejield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 16, 1864. 

Generals THO~lAS, ROWAnD, and SCHClFlELU: 

7Ve will commence the movement against the railroad about Jonesboro' '}'hur8­
dar night, unl ess something occurs in the mean-time to mar the pla.n. I will 
make my orders, and the preliminary preparations may be begun. 

If Wheeler interrupts Ollr supplies we can surcly cut off those of Hood, and 
see who can stand it best. . , . 

W. '1.'. SHERMAN, Major General. 

http:ex~re.me
http:comma.nd
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HEAUQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THB MISSISSIPPI, 

In tkefield, near AUatoona, August 16, 1864. 


General 'l'HOMAS : 

General Schofield reports tbat General Kilpatrick did not find the enemy's 

cavalry at his old camp at Mount Gilead church, but I don't know where that 
church ls. It is manifest that all the efficient cavalry of the enemy is to our 
rear. They will teal' up the road beyond Cartersville; but I think Wheeler 
has been driven off towards East Tennessee, and trust that General .John E. 
Smith will return to Cartersville; he has cars enough. There are three (3) 
regiments and eight (8) guns at Allatoona and Etowah bridge, and Ihave ordered 
General McArthur to "end any re-enforcements he can spare, and call on liS to 
replace them at Marietta. I do think our cavalry should now break the Macon 
road good. If we can save our rations at Marietta and Allatoona, and break the 
Macon road for many miles, we can wait as long as Hood. 

What say you to letting General Kilpatrick have two of General Garrard's 
brigades, and then to strike across to the Macon road and tear it up good. He 
has scouted the country now, alld knows it, and can act with confidence and due . 
caution. General ScllOfield is well on that flank and makes a good cover. I 
like this plan better than to send General Garraru up to Cartersville, for ti\() 
enemy will simply run off; but General Kilpatrick with two good brigades can 
reach across to the Macon road about Rough and Ready and tear up six or eight 
miles by to-morrow night or next day. 

W. T. SHEmfAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, near Atlanta, Ga., A ugust 17, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD: 
I think I will defer the grand movement for a day or so, and precede it by a 

cavalry movement on the Macon road, between Rough and Ready and .Tones­
bora'. I propose to give General Kilpatrick his whole division and two of Gen­
eral Gararrd's brigades, to move quietly down to Camp Creek, and then, by a 
rapid movement, strike and break thoroughly the Macon road; your infantry 
to co-operate and divert attention. "Ve know that Wheeler is well to the north 
with a large part of the cavalry, and now is the time. I expect General Kilpat­
rick up. Any preparations for the infantry move will be all right, anu we 
need only postpone the time of execution. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:>I OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlw field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 17, 186'.1. 

Major General THOMAS: 
I have a message from General Kilpatrick, enclosing a copy of bis report to 

General Elliot. He tbinks it not only possible, but comparatively easy, to break 
the railroad to Macon effectually. I do not want to move this vast army and 
its paraphernalia around Atlanta unless forced to do so, and it does seem the 
enemy has offered us the very opportunity we seek. 

We know positively thaL Wheeler is above Dalton, and that be mnst have 
taken the very flower of his cavalry. He has and may do us harm, but that 
we cannot help. I do not think he can calTY any point of our road that he can 
maintain, and his own necessities will force him back soon, with jaded and WOrD­
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out horses. N ow, ours can be quietly moved to Sandtown at a. walk, and, ac­
cording to General Kilpatrick, reach Red Oak, or any point below the enemy's 
juf'ftntr}" and by a single dash can beat the remaining cavalry of the enemy, 
and break IIp Illany miles of that railroad. General Garrard, with one brigade, 
can amuse those Oil the east, and General Kilpatrick, with his own and the two 
brigades of General Garrard, under Colonel Long, could make in a. single move 
a break that would disturb Hood seriously. The risk will be comparatively 
small, as General Schofield can act in support with his whole command. I am 
perfectly alive to the fact that the loss of our cavalry would be most serious, but 
I do think such an opportnnity, if neglected, will never again appea.r. III this 
combination I would merely suspend the fin81 execution of the movement of the 
wholc army till the reslllt of this move is reached. I think WP. could give Gen­
eral Kilpatrick such orders that he would not be 1a"h, and Generlll Schofield 
could move to his right a couple of miles, and make it certain that Hood would 
not attempt to use infantry to interpose to the return of onr cavalry. Don't 
make any orders till you and I have perfectly agreed on this plan. In the mean 
time anything clone towards the movement of the whole army will not be lost, 
as it simply amounts to sending to the bridge all the loose ends. 

I have sent for General Kilpatrick to come up. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

MajO'I" General Commanding. 

, 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLA:"ID, 

August 17, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

Information from all sources seem to confirm the report that Wheeler has 
taken off the greater part of his cavalry. I therefore think this will be as good 
a time as could be taken to make another raid on the Macon railroad j but if 
you send Kilpatrick, I would insist on his taking the most practicable route, and 
avoid the enemy's infantry as much as possible. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THR OHIO, 
August 17, 1864. 

:i\Iajor General SHERMAN: 
The' following is just received, The messenger will wait for your orders. 

J. 11-'1. SCHOFIELD, 
Major General. 

"HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, D. C., 
"August 17, 1864. 

II To l\Iajor General SCHOFIELD: 

" I send you the report of my operations yesterday by one of my aides to make 
certain that you get it. I am satisfied that, with two of General Garrard's brig­
ades and my own division, I can break the :Macon road effectually at IJ.ny point 
the major general commanding may be pleased to indicate. Such an oppor­
tunity to strike the enemy a terrible blow has never been offered. If it is desi­
rvh1e to make the attempt, I should wish to see you, and will visit your head­
quarters for that purpose. 

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"J. KILPATRICK, 

"BJ'igadier Ge-neral Volunteers." 
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HBADQUARTF.RS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPi , 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 17, 1864. 

General THOMAS: 
Gencral Kilpatrick is here, and gives me a description of his position at Sand­

town, that COll vinces me he can, in connexion with General Schofit'ld, so effect­
ually destroy the Macon railroad that it cannot be used in two weeks, and that, 
too, without risking his cavalry. 
. You will, therefore, order General Garrard to send to Sand town, ?!ia Paice's 

ferry and the west bank, the two brigades of cavalry heretofore notifi ed, wit.h a 
battery of artillery to move to night alld report Of! arrival to General Kilpatrick, 
at Sandtown. The horses should be well fed, and coula take somc wagons of 
shelled corn as far as SandtowIl, when the wagons may ret urn . :Men provided 
with full ammunition, five (5) days' bread, sugar, coffee. and plenty of salt. 

General Kilpatric.k will keep his command concealed all day to-mol'lOW, and 
move to-morrow night, cross the West Point road above Fairburn, reach the 
Macon railroad near Jonesboro', face towards East Point, and break road to the 
south. . 

The despatch I scnt you an hoUl' ago is conclusive that 'Wheeler is away, and 
but little rebel cavalry is left here. 

General Kilpatrick will want a diversion day after to-mol'l'OW, and I will see 
that General Schofield makes one; and I wish you to have General Garrard's 
remaining brigade and Generill Stanley'S divisioD give full occupation to that 
fliank. 1 will risk the other. 

Instruct General Garrard to be sure to send the pioneers along with the cav­
alry, provided with tools to break up railroad. 

l7eneral Kilpatrick represents forage abundant down there. 
General Kilpatrick ranks General Garrard, and the lattcr may go along if 

you prefer. 
W. T. SHERnfAN, 

lYlajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:>l OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In thefield, ncar Atlanta, Ga., August 17, 1864. 

Generals THOMA!>, SCHOFIELD, and HOWAIW: 

I now have positive and official information that General ,Vheeler \tas gone 
up into East 'l'ennessee, beyond Spring Place. vVe will repair all damages to 
railroad and telegraph to· night. I will not move our infillJtry now, but bre~tk 
the Macon road all to pieces with our cavalry to-morrow night. Therefore, be 
active and demonstrate against Atlanta to occupy tile entire froDt, and make 
them believe we will attack them in their tl'enches during to· morrow and next 
day. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HF:ADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, ncar Atlanta, Ga., August 17, 1864. 

GENERAL: I beg you will convey the following orders to govern General 
Kilpatrick in his movement on the Macon road. It is not a raid, but a deliberate 
attack for the purpose of 80 disabling that road that the enemy will be unable 
to supply his army in Atlanta. He will have his own division of cavalry and 
two good brigades from General Garrard's division. With these he will move 

http:HBADQUARTF.RS
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to.morrow night, aiming to cro~s the West Point road between ned Oak and 
:Fairburn. If he has time he should remove a small section of the road without 
uiOing fire, simply to lessen the chances of an infantry force being sent to inter­
cept his return. He should then move in force to the nearest point of the :Macon 
road about Jonesboro', and should destroy as much of that road as he poscibly 
can, working steadily until forced to take to his arms and horses for battle. He 
should avoid battle with illf'antry or artillery, but may safely fight IIny cavalry 
be. encounters, because we know that the enemy has sent "V heel'll' with full six 
thousaud (6,000) cavalry up into East Tennessee. I leave the extent of the 
break to General R"flpatrick, but will only say that he cannot destroy too much. 
Having' fulfilled his task, he will retnrn alld resume his post 011 the right flank 
of the army, and sen':' General Garrard's brigades back to their division on the 
left. General Schofield-'will be instructed to move to his right. as far as prudent 
the day after to·morrow, and all the army should so engage the attention of the 
enemy tlULt he cannot detach infantry as agflinst General Kilpatrick. 

Instruct the general to advise us at the earliest possible moment of his success. 
i. a~, with respect, yours truly, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
~'[ojor General Commanding. 

Major General THOMAS, 
Commanding Army 0/ t/~e Cumbc-rland. 

HEADQUARTERS lVIILITARY DIVISION OF TilE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tlte field, ncar Atlanta, Ga., August 17, 1864. 

General HALLE<'K, TVasl~ington.· 

Your de~patch of yesterday is received. vVe mllst have the Alabama river, 
and if I remember the bay, the best river channel is/on the Tensas side; but. 
of course, I must trust to Admiral Farragut and General Canby. I have a tight 
grip OIl Atlanta, and was on the point of swinging round to thesontheast when 
vVheeler went to my rear with six thousand (6,000) cavalry; he has passed int.o 
E::.st Tennessee, having damaged us but lit Lie. I will availmyseli' of his absence to 
reciprocate the compliment, and to·morrow night the Macon road must be broken 
good. General Kilpatrick will undertake it. Wheeler cannot di8turb Knoxville 
or London. He may hurt some of the minor points, but, on-the wbole, East 
TenneEsee is a good place for him to break dowu his horses, and steal new olles. 
All well. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Majo)" General Comrnand-ing. 

HBADQUARTBRS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, near Atlanta, August 17, 1864. 
General CANBY, New Orleans.' 

Despatch of 6th received. Uonvey to Admiral Farragut my admirat.ion of 
the bold and successful passage of Mobile fort. I am familiar with Fo\·t Morgan, 
[ldd wonld advise that a Single gun·boat lay above Pilot Cove and prevent sup­
plies going to Fort Morgan, and time will work its fall. '1'0 reduce Mobile I 
would pass a force up the Tensas and across to old Fort Stoddart, and operate 
in the direction of Citronelle_ The Mobile and Ohio road broken and the river 
occupied, Mobile would be untenable to the rebels. If possible the Alabama 
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river should be possessed by us in connexion with my movements. I could 
easily open communication with Montgomery, but I doubt if you will have troops 
enough till the September draft. I am pressing Atlanta hard, but don't want 
Kirby Smith here. I can beat Hood in the open field, but not intrenched. I 
have repeatedly disabled his road s, but he manages to patch them up. 

W. 'T. SHERMAN, 
M ajor General Commanding. 

HEADQUART8RS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tn eficld, near Atlanta, Ga., AU,!fust 18, 1864-7 a. m. 

M8jor General SCHOFIELD: 
I wanted to come down to the extreme right to-day, and may still, but I must 

watch matters to our rcaI'. Hood no doubt supposcs he has put 'Nheeler on our 
line, and is demonstrating accordingly; he has small parties to cut our wires 
night.1y. We cannot now get Mari etta. Nevertheless, unleos something very 
extraordinary takes place to-day, I want General Kilpatrick to start and break 
up that Macon road all to pieccs. Keep your own cavalry as videttes on your 
right flank, and to-morrow they might venture as close East Point as possible, 
and break up some more of that railroad, whilst General Kilpatrick draws their 
cavalry towards Jonesboro', as they will be sure to watch if they don't fight 
him. Dde your troops to-day as though investing and feeling their left fl ank, 
but to-morrow venture out a little. Keep me well advised of all facts that will 
enable me to divine Hood's scheme. 

W. T . SHERMAN, 
Major Gcneml Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO-" OF THE :NIISSISSIPPI, 
In thefietd, near Atlanta, Ga., August, 18, 1864-11.30 a. m. 

General SCHOFIELD: 
Our telegraph now works to Chattanooga. The conclusion my mind has ar­

rived at is that Hood sent Wheeler's cavalry to occupy our road at Dalton; 
that he had re-enforced East Point with a divisi(lll of his old corps, which last 
night was brought back, on the supposition that Wheeler had succeeded and 
we would begin to detach to our rear. 

Now, of all times, this is the time for our ca vaIry to do its work well, and if 
you hear nothing of me before three o'clock, send a messenger to General Kil­
patrick, with a note statillg that all things are most favorabl e for his work; to 
break as much of the Macon road as he possibly can, and as he swings back, to 
rest on the West Point road at some point below Fairburn and make another 
big tear up. If he feels master of the situation on the road he cannot tear up 
too much track 01' twist too much iron. It may save this army making a long 
and hazardous flank march. . 

Tell him what you ;'vill do to-morrow to occupy the enemy's infantry on their 
flank, and assure him I will cause the same along our whole line, especially on 
Ollr extreme left. I will see thn,t General Garrard risks all he can to amuse 
what cavalry the enemy has about Decatur and Stone mountain. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Geneml Commanding. 

http:1864-11.30
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LCipher. J 

HEADQUARTERS lflLITAIlY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In thejir.ld, nea~ Atlanta. Ga., August 18, 1864-6 p. m. 
General HALLECK, Wash­ington: 

We have been hammering away at Atlanta; and I was going to put a corps 
intrenched at the railroad bridge, and with the balance swing round by the 
Fouth Rnd east, bnt Hood has Bent off his cavalry, which tOllched our road at 
two ­or three points. which are already repaired, and that cavalry has gOlle np 
into East Tennessee, leaving me now superior in cavalry; and I hope the oppor­
tnnity thus given me will save me the risk -and excessive labor of making a wide 
circuit in this hot weather. 'I'o-night General Kilpatrick will start for the Macon 
road with five (5) brigades of cavalry, which can whip all the enemy's cavalry 
present, and to-morrow I will demonstrate along my whole line to give General 
Kilpatrick time to make a good break in that road so vital to Hood. We all 
feel confident that we can succeed, and for that reason I do not regret that 
vVheeler has gone np into East '}'ennessee. I think we have force enough at 
Knoxville, the gap, and Kingston to hold vital points till necessity will force 
Wheeler to come back; but I will leave him to be attended to by those in my 
rear. 

W. T. SHERMAN. 
Major General Commandi~. 

.. 

, 

HEADUl>ARTERS ARMY OF THE OHIO, 

Major General SqERMAN: 
August 18, 1864-6.45 p_ m. 

I have extended my line more than a mile, substantially pal'llllel to that of the 
enemy, and have a pretty good flank. The enemy's works appear to be occu­
pied only in moderate force. They have shown lIO movement during the day. 
I propose to-night to draw out two brigades of each division of the 14th corps, 
leaving one brigade of each division, including Hascall's, to hold the present lines. 
'}'his will give me a movable force of about eighteen thonsand (18.00D) men 
with which to make my movement against the enemy's left. '1'hi8 will, of 
course, make our lines very weak, but I reckon strong enough against any proba­
ble attack • 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major General. 

,. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TE:\1NESSEP" 

August 18, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I have been along my entire line this a. m. Considerable rutillery was 
developed by the demonstration, and a strong skirmish throughout. Not many 
men can be 8een - in the main works in £i'ont of General Logan, but I do not 
think they have been removed. '}'he division previously reported cousisted of 
seven regiment!:! of infantry. When last seen they were moving opposite the 
left of the 15th corps, going towards our left. There were n great many strag­
glers. 

o. O. HOWARD, 
Major l.:Jeneral. 
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Urn POINT, VIRGINIA, August 18, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

Richmond papers of the 17th give it as the opinion of military men that At­
lanta clln hold out one month yet. In the mean time, like us, they expect some­
thing to turn up. If you can hold ti~ht as you are now, and prev~nt ia.ids 
upon your rear, you will destroy most of that army. I never wo~? .advlse gOI~g 
backward, even if your roads are cut so as to preclude the pOSSibIlIty of receiV­
ing supplies from the north, but would work to command the accumulation of 
ordnance stores and supplieR while you can; if it comes to the worst, inove 
south, as you suggest. 

I have forced the enemy to move a large force north of the James, and am 
now moving one corps by our left around Petersburg. I expect no great results, 
but will probably cut the Weldon road again, and will also demonstrate to the 
enemy that he has now the minimum garrison possible to hold his present lines 
with, and that to hold his roads he rriust re·enforce. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant General. . 

l Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 19, 1864-10.4511.. m. 

General GRANT, City Point: 
I have your two despatches of 14th and 16th, also that of 18th. I will never 

take a step backwards, and have no fears of Hood. I can whip him outside of 
his trenches, and think ill time I can compel him to come out. I think at this 
moment I have a £ne cavalry force on the only road which can feed him, and, 
if necessary, will swing my whole army across it also. 

. W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE, 
August 19, 1864. 

lfaJor General SHERMAN: 

. The skirmishing you hear Is apparently betwe~n me and the 14th corps. 
Have not .heard from my right yet. 

O. O. HOWARD, 
~M~ajor General. 

HEADQUARTERS DEP;RTMENT 01<' THE TENNESSEE, 
August 19, 1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 

General Dodge is wounded In the side of the head by II musket ball; not 
seriously. 

O. O. HOWARD, 
Major General. 
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H EADQt:ARTERS DEPARTMENT OJ! THE TENNESSEE, 
August 19, 186-1. 

:Major General SHERMAN: 

'The firing to-night occurred in front of the right of the 15th corps. The enemy 
attempted to cllptnre our working parties. They failed. General Lightburn was 
",onnded in De Grass's battery, in a similar manner to General Dodge. Thc 
officerR and men on tbe right of the 15th corps have observed fires in the direc­
tion of Macon since 6 o'clock. Qne of my staff just returned repod;s he saw 
the fires still burning. 

O. o. now ARD, Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HRAlJQUARTERS UILITARY DIVIsr~N OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 


In t1~e field, near Atlanta. August 19, 1864-7 p. m. 

General HALLECK, ~Va8lti71gton: 


1 have Secretary Stanton's despatch announcing the promotion of Colonel 
Long, II hard-working and worthy cavalry officer. We have made heavy dem­
oDstTations all day, especially on our flanks. t? hold the enemy wbile our cavalry 
is ont after the .Macon road. I hope this time the work will be better done than 
before. We can trol all other railroads . 

GelJenlil Dodge received a ball wound in his forehead, but it is pronounced 
not serious. All well. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

BEADO.UARTE RS DEPAaTMENT OF THE OUM1>i<;HLANO, 

August 20, 186'1-7.3 0 p. m. 
Mfljor General SHERMAN: 

I forwarded General Stanley's report of operations since 3 a. m., about 1 o'clock 
to-day. He has kept the enemy fully occupied ever since yesterda.y noon. 
So has Garrard's brigade. \Ve have made three captures of rebel scouts. aud 
from papers found on one of them I infer Hood l8 exceedingly anxious to know 
where our left flank is and its strength. 

Geary's signal officer reports having observed the light of a large fire last night 
in the direction of Rough and Ready station just before the storm came on. 

GEO. · H. THOMAS,

l ~Major GI·neral. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE OHIO; 

Auglat 21, 1864. 
Major G cucral SHERMA ' : 

P risonen captured by General Cox last avenillg report that Kilpalrick struck 
the railroad at J one8boro' the morning after he started. Very eli. tlmt artillery 
firing was beard in the di rec tion of Macon from our right last e - eltiIl~ . I have 
llearo. not.bing furth er indicative of Kilpatrick's movements. C')X is making a 
demonstr. tion on the light to aid him on bis return. Enemy i8 using !ll'f.illery 
quite freely itl front of 14th corps this morning. 

J. :M:. SCHOFIELD, 
Maj{)1' G"" ·uZ. 
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[Cipher. J 

H.EADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISiON OF 'nm MISSISSIPPI, 
In tIle field, near Atlanta, Georgia, AugUJJt 21,1864-10 a. m. 

General HALLECK, Washington: 
General Howard and I have talked over the affuirs of the department of Ole 

Tennessee, and admit the wisdom of General Canby exercising command of all 
the troops on the Mississippi. To preserve organizations already existing, with­
out materially ' diminishing the military force on the ~ji 8 si88ippi, we ask that . 
certain fragments of regiments and brigad es, not exceeding . in the aggregate 
twenty-five hundred (2,000) men, be allowed to come to their organization here. 
Also, if possible, that a division of the 17th corps, orig1MlIy designated as part · 
of General McPhcrson's column, but detained up !ted river, be also allowed to 
come by any route deemed adviwble by General Washburne. To accomplish 
these results General Howard sends to·duy a stv.ff officer to Louis,vil1 e to confer 
'with you by telegTaph, and then to go to Memphis and accomplish whatever you 
may conclude. Be assured that General Eoward Hnd I both cheerfully concede 
Hl1ything that will produce good results. I think it would be well not to change 
the limits of the departments, but to have all troops now belonging to tbe depart­
ment of the '1'ennessee still make returns to General Howard, but be subject to 
the military orders of General Canby, to whom they could make reports of 
effective force that would satisfy his purposes. All well. Expect to bear of 
General Kilpatrick every hour. Nothing further of Wheeler. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

RBADQVAR'fERS lIIILIT.a.RY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Atlanta; August 21, 1864-8 p. rn. 

General STEEDMAN, Chattanooga: 
I have your despatch of to-day, and if a gun-boat can get up to Kingoton it 

would be well to send it. 'Wheeler CHnnot do us serious harm up there, and 
cavalry bas not the industry to damage railroads seriously. General Schofield 
thinks Knoxville has provisiolls for three (3) months, and is very strongly forti­
fied. So you need not bother Wheeler there further than to keep him wat.ched 
by scouts and citizens, and let me know his future course. I don't want him to 
come back by wily of the Oostonaula_ Now is the time to get all yom forces 
in good position to move rapidly against his flank if he comes back anywhere 
between Spring Place and Talking Rock. Dalton is the best point from which to 
watch him, and I think it would be well to make a bridge across tbe Connasauga, 
HeaT the mouth of Cuoyehuttie, on the rOlld from Dalton to Spring Place, and 
build a small, but strong, redoubt between the forks at thc bridge, as a threat to 
that flllnk. I dou't know the ground at Dalton or Spring Place, J;mt by the mllPs, 
r know if yon have a . respectab10 force at Dalton and the Spring Place road, 
fortified as r describe, Wheeler will not dare to pass down this way. If he go 
iuto Kentucky by Cumberland gap or Somerset, there are forces enough to attend 
to 11im there. I feel confident General Grant will give Lee enough to do, so he 
emmot detach any cOl.lsiderable force towards Knoxville. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
'Major Genera/' (Jommandi'fJ!J. 

http:lIIILIT.a.RY
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•HEAD<.l,UARTERS DEPARTMb:NT OF THE CU.\1ElERLAND, 
August 22, 1864-7.30 p. m. 

:Major General SHERMA:-J : 
General Kilpatrick is about to start for your headquarters. He reports hav· 

iug torn up fonr miles connectedly of milroadbetween Rough and Ready and 
Jonesboro', and ten (10) mi'les at intervals, and destroyed two trains, including 
the one destroyed by Kline. He virtually captured Ross's brigade, but conld 
not bring the men away. He was attacked by Jackson's cllvalry and a divi­
sion of infantry, but effected his escape before the enemy could surround him, 
and brought off his own artillery, and one piece of the four captured. Two 
pieces and nin~ caissons were dcstroyed by him. He brought in about 
seventy (70) pl"lso~ers and three battle flags and an his own wonnded; has 
ninety-seven (97) killed and missing. Among the missing four officers. Briga­
dier General Long was wounded in two places. H e speaks in high terms of 
the behavior of his whole command. Uaptain Bartlett is well and Oil the road 
with him to your headquarters. 

GEO. H. THOiUAS, 
Major General. 

CHATTANOOGA, August 22, 1864. 
Major General SHF.RMAN : 

Wheeler is now between the Hiawassee and Little Tennessee rivers, both too 
high to ford . I think I can force him baek through the mountains toward 
:N orth Carolina by concentrating force at Charleston, alld moving on him from 
that place. I have force enough aod can concentrate them in time. I await 
your orders j concentrating at Dalton as yon directed. 

Respectfully, 
JAMES B. STEEDMAN, 

Major General. 

[Cipher. ] • 
Hb:AD<.l,UARTERS MILITARY DIVI~IO:'i OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

in the field, near Atlanta, Ga., August 22, 1864-10 p. m. 

General HALLECK: 

General Kilpatrick is back. He had pretty hard fighting with a division of 
infantry and three (3) brigades of cavalry. He broke the cavalry into disorder 
and captured a battery which he destroyed, except one (1) gun which he 
brought in, in addition to all his own . He al80 brought in three captured flagS 
und seventy (70) prisoners. He hud possession of a large part of Ross's brig­
ade, but could not encumber himself with them. He destroyed three (3) miles 
of the road about Jonesboro', and broke pieces for about ten (10) miles more, 
enough to disable the road for ten days. _ 

I expect I will have to swing across to that road in force to make the matter 
certain. General Kilpatrick destroyed two (2) locomotives and trains. 

It has been very quiet with us here. Wheeler is about Athens, 'l'ennessee, 
and General Steedman will move out against him from Chattanooga. . 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTEI!S MILITARY DfvISIQ;\' OF THE MISS ISSIPPI, 
In the field, ncar Atlanta, Ga., August 23, 1864-1.30 p. m. 

General BURIJRIDGB, Louisville: 
1 don't believe 'Wheeler and Morgan arc going into K entucky; but should 

they, you should be prepared for them. Of course I cannot turn back for a 
cavalry raid. If Colonel Laibold held Wheeler at bay with four hundred (400) 
lllen at Dalton in a redoubt, y ou 8ur'ely can hold him in Kentup.ky with Gen­
eral Ammen aud General Tillson at Oumberland gap and Knoxville. 

Get your people well in hand, and in no event allow alarm to spread in 
Kenttlcky. '1'he onemy cannot spare a large force now to invade Kentucky.. It 
is a raid designed to mllke clamor, and nothing more. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Gommanding. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
August 23, 1864.. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
I have on hand supplies for the grand movement, and only need long enough 

notice to send my baggag'e wr.go u~ to the rear. I will have the maps about 
Utoy, R ed Oak, &c., completed this evell ing. 

J . M . SCHOFIELD, Major General. 

HEADQUARTEIlS DEPARTi\IE1':T OF THE CUMBERLAND, 
August 23, 1S64. 

nfajor General SHERMAN: 
The teams of my command have only five (5) days' forage Oil hand; other' 

wise my command will be ready to commence the movemellt to-morrow. Colonel 
McKay tells me that in three days the whole m-my could be supplied with tell 
(10) 	days' forage. 

GEO. R.· THOMAS, Major General. 

H¥DQUAllTRR~ DEPAI1TMENT OF THE CUMBERLA:'<O, 
August 2:3, 18G4. 

lIiajor General SHRRMAN : 
I would like to commence the movement without being hurried, and can do 

so by Thursday night. I think the cavalry onght to have a little rest and time ' 
to shoe up. I will he pedectly prcpared by Thursday v,;ith provisions, and can 
an-ange to get forage by Sandtown the day after, if forage comes down. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, lJlajo: General. 

[Cipher. ) 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, ncar Atlanta, Ga.,. August 23, 1864-11.30 p. m. 

General HALLECK, Waskington: 

All well. Give cun-ency to the idea that I am to remain quiet till events 
tl'allspire in other quarters, and let the idea be printed, so as to reach Richmond 
in three (3) days. You undcrstand the effect. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
MojO'/" General Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In thefield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 24, 1864-8 a. m. 

Generals THOMAS, SCHOFIELD and How AHD : 
I will ride down to the bridl1'e to·day to see the lay of ground and the char­

IIctP.r of the redoubts there. 0"'0 on and make all the preparations possible, so 
that our movement when begun may proceed rapidly and safely. Our maps 
should be compiled, and 3S many roads laid down between Red Oak and Jones­
boro' as we can be sure of existence. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General C()1Ttmanding. 

HEADQUARTEB5 MILITARY DIVISlo:,/ OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
August 24, 1864. 

:Major General SHERMAN: 

A fire seems to be raging in Atlanta. direction ten (10) degrees south of east 
from my tree. Can see heated air rising in dense columns ; seems to be spreading. 
'1'own is filled with smoke. 

I have directed my h~avy guns to fire on the town. 
O. O. HOWARD, 

Major General. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Atlanta, Ga., August 24, 1864-7.15 p. m. 

Genera] HALLECK, Washington: 
Heavy fire~ in Atlanta all day, caused by our artillery. I will be all ready 

and will commence' the movement round Atlanta by the south to-morrow night, 
and for Borne time you will hear little of me. I will keep open courier line with 
Chattahoochee bridge by way of Sandtown. 20th corps will hold the bridge, and 
I will move with the balance of the army provisioned for twenty (20) days. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN,.. Mojor General C()1Ttmanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS M".ITARY DIVISIO:-J OF THE MIS~ISSIPPIJ' 
1... the field, near Atlanta, Ga., A7.tgust 24, 1864-8 p. m., 

Gencral R. S. GRANGER, Decatur, Alabama: 
I am satisfied the enemy designs to make desperate attempts on our road. 

have your despatch, and think it probable Roddy is over there; also Clanton. 
Do the hest you can and keep General Rousseau advised. Oavalry usually do 
so little damage to a road that it can he repaired faster than they damage it. 
Guard well the vital points, such as bridges and tunnels, and when the enemy 
scatters, as he is sure to do, pitch into his detachments. . 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

I 
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[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIOl\ OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, near East Point, Ga.! August 26, 1864-6.45 p. m. 

General HALLECK, Washington: 
I have moved the 20th corps to thll Chattahoochee bridge, where i); is intrench­

ed, and with the balance of the army am moving for Jonesboro' , on the Macon 
road. Last night we made the first move without trouble; to-night we make the 
:3ccond; and the third will place the army massed near Fairburn. If Hood at­
tacks he must come out, which is all we ask. All well thus far. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

llF.AlJQUARTERS MILITARY DIVIHION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in tl.efield, Red Oak, Gecrrgia, August 28, 1864-6.45 p. m. 

GE:"IERAL : 'life will remain here to-morrow. I wish the railroad thoroughly 
destroyed as far forward as possible, and to the rear until you mp.et General 
Howard's troops. Let the destruction be so thorough tjlat not a rail or tie can 
he used again. My own experience demonstrates the proper method to be to 
march a regiment to the. road, stack arms, loo~en two (2) rails opposite the right 
and two (2) opposite the left of the regiment, then to heave the whole track, 
rails and ties, over, breaking it all to pieces; then pile the ties in the uature of 
crib-work, and lay the rails over them; then by means of fenee-rails make a 
bon-fire, and when the rails are red-hot let men give the rail a twist, which can­
not be straighteneu without machinery. Also fill up some of the cuts with 
heavy logs a nd trunks of trees and branches, and cover up and fill with dirt. 
Please give minute instructions on this subject to-night, aud have the work 
commenced as early in the morning as possible, taking proper . precautions also 
to guard against attack on either of the working parties or the general position. 

General Howard has received similar instructions, and General Schofillid 
will be mond to your left front. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commandill~. 

Major General THOMAS, Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tkefield, Red Oak, Ga., August 28, 1864-6.45 p. m. 

GENERAL: Colonel Wilson is here. I wrote you 9Y Captain Knox. Our 
movllment has been slower on the left, on accouut of the proximity to the enemy 
and a necessity for greater caution. General Thomas is in position; his two 
corps crossing the railroad and facing Atlanta. General Schofield still remains 
about Mount Gilead church. vYe will remain 011 the road to-morrow and break 
it in the most thorough manner possible. General Thomas will work forward 
and break to you. I want you to do the best job of railroad destmction on rec­
ord, using General Kilpatrick to cover you while at work, and to explore roads 
to the east, and make such reconnoissance towards Oampbellton as will be use­
ful to us in the future. Also fill up some cuts in the railroad with logs and 
trE'es, and cover with dirt, so we may rest perfectly satisfied as regards the ulle 
of tLis railroad during the remainder of this campaign. 
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It is more important that each bar of iron should be heated and twisted than 
that a great amount of imperfect work be done; for if the iron call be used ugllin 
jn this wooded country, ties can be easily su.pplied. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERl\IAN, 

Major General. 
Major General HOWARD, Commanding, ~c. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:-I OF' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Red Oale, Ga., August 29, 1864-8 p. m. 

Major General '1'HOMAS, Commanding Army Cumbe1'land: 
I have seen General Howard. You will move to-morrow for Sholll Creek 

church and on to the road leading from Decatur to Fayetteville, half vfay from 
Morrow's mill and the Renfro place (Couch's.) Move the head of your column 
by Mrs. L ong's place, taking care to leave room for General Schofield to pasO! 
the same point up towards Morrow's mill. Please report to me if Generals 
Davis' or .Stanley moved towards East Point far enough to secure the road by 
which I design General Schofield to move, viz: from D. 1\'1im's, up aloug ·the 
railroad to. the road represented as leading down to Mrs. Long's. General 
Howard starts at 7 a. m. I would like you to reach . Shoal Creek church ItS 

early as 10 a. m. at farthest, to cover General Howard's movement, who will, 
if possible, reach Jonesboro' to-mOITOw. 

Yours, &c., 
W. '1'. 	 SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI~SISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, near Red Oak, August 29, 1864-8 p. m . 

. Major General SCHOFIELD: 
I have been down to General Howard. '1'he railroad is well broken down 

two and a half (2t) miles below Fairburn, which is six (G) miles from here. 
Several cuts are also filled with trees, rocks, and earth. 

We will move to-morrow for our next objective. General Howard will move 
for Jonesboro'; General Thomas by way of Shoal Creek church, Mrs. Long's, 
and Couch's, on .the road from Morrow'A mill, towards Fayetteville. I want yon 
to cover the movement with your two (2) divisions and the cavalry of Genel'al 

." 	 Garrard. It may be best for you to occupy the parapets made by Generals Stab­
ley and Davis until your trains are well towards Shoal Creek church, and then 
move towards any strong position south and west of Morrow's mill, covering 
the Decatur road and in communication with General Thomas at Couch's. I 
don't know how far towards East Point Generals Stanley and Davis went to­
day, but if you can I want you to gain your position via D. Mim's and the road 
ac;:'oss by Mrs. Long'S. If you find this difficult, maintain a defensive position 
till the trains are well out, and then follow General 'l'homas's movement as far 
as Long's, and thence to the one described. . 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General' Commanding. 
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[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION UP nlE MISSISSIPPI, 

In llw field, Gouch's House, August, 3i, 1864-8 R. m. 


General HALLECK: 

At this time I would not suggest a change in the geographical lines of the 

departments of Ohio and Cumberland, because Generals Thomas aud Schofield 
Ilre now in actual bat tle and cannot give their attention to the necessary details. 
I will see both of them to-day, and will then communicate my opinion. 

'Ve reached the West Point road and broke up twelve miles of' it thoroughly, 
then marched on a big left wheel for th e Macon road; General Schofield, on the 
left, aiming for Rough and Ready; General Thomas's centre and General How­
ard's right aiming for Jonesboro'. 'l'he left and centre. as yet, have met 
with little or no opposition, but General Howard has fought two brigades of 
cavalry.all the way from Fairburn. Last night darkness overtook him with­
in a mile of Jonesboro', having pushed the cavalry so close that he secureil the 
Flint river bridge. . 

'fo-day I press at all points, bnt expect to make a lodgement on the road at 
or below Jone!:lboro', when I propose to swing the whole army upon i.t, and 
break it all to pieces. I expect and am prepared for hard fighting. and have 
the 'army well in hand. 

W. 'f. SHERMAN, 
Major Gene,.al Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVI<;ION OF THE l\flf'SISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Jonesboro', Ga., August 31, 1864-11 p. m. 

GE:\,ERAL: I wish you would instruct General Slocum at the bridgo to feel 
forward to Atlanta as boldly as he can by the direct road leading from the bridge, 
Ilnd to eend any cavalry force he can raise over towards Decatur, to watch the 
movements of the enemy in that q uartel·. Ad vise him fully of the situation of 
aif.'lirs'here, and assure him that we will fully occupy the attention of the rebel 
army outside of Atlanta. 

YOllrs, truly, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General THOMAS. 

Commanding A't71tY of lite Cumberland. 

I 
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tlte field, near Jonesboro', September 1, 1864. 

GRNERAL: In order that no doubt may exist as to future operations. I wish your 
army to press directly after the enemy, southward, with all the speed and vigor 
possible, till we reach ~riffin, where I will make new o.rders. I r~~re t to learn that 
General Stanley remamed to-day for hours on the raIlroad awaltmg orders when 
he heard firing heavy to his front and right. I may be in errol', but such is 
reported to me by Captain Audenreid and Captain Poe. I knew YOIl had given 
him orders, and think we should not overlook it. I don't know why Stanley 
could not have pushed along the railroad whilst General Davis was heavily en­
gaged, and absolutely enveloped the enemy in Jonesboro'. N ow he has time to 

- fortify, and we may be compelled to modify all our plans. If General Stanley 
lost a minute of time when he Bhonld have been in action, I beg you will not 
overlook it, as it concerns the lives of our men and the success of our arms. 
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General Davis's attack, though some hours later than I expected, was still 
spirited and good, and was mea8urably sucr·essful. . 

I suppose now the rebel General Stewart has made his jUllction, whieh im­
proves our chances at Atlanta, but gives us harder work out here. " 

Please' renew your orders to General Slocum to make a dash at Atlanta be,ore 
the enemy has time to haul off the artillery and stores. 

Yours, truly, 
W. T. SHERIvIAK, 

Major General Crmunanding. 
Mqjor General THOMAS, 

Commanding Army 0/ the Cumberland. 

HEADQUARTERS MII.ITARY DIVISION OF THE MIS~I~SIPPI, 
In tkefield, nem' Jonesboro', Ga., September 1, 1864. 

GENERAL: :From reports of my staff I think enough of the railroad h'ts been 
broken, until we have conquered the army nolV lying at .Jonesboro'. We had' 
pretty hard fighting with them this afternoon, and I think had all our force 
been engaged we would have beaten them, but now Stewart's corps will effect 
its junction, and the enemy will fortify. Yet he may underrate our strength, and 
I wish you, to-morrow early, to get over to the northeast of Jonesboro' and up­
proach from that quarter; and should the enemy retreat, follow him with energy, 
hanging on his left flank; follow roads east of the railroad as far as Griffin. 

General Thomas will follow the railroad substantially, and Howard will keep 
to the right. I don't see wby the enemy should elect to hold Jonesboro' defen­
sively, as we have broken his road; so if you find him intrenched don't assault, 
but feel below tbe town. General Howard has General Blair's corps with Kil­
patrick's cavalry across Flint river feeling out for the railroad below Jonesboro'. 
If you think Stewart's corps has passed round by the east from Atlanta and 
joined Hood at Jonesboro', you may order Garrard up to act with you around 
to the south of Jonesboro'; but if there be anything to our rear, keep him holding 
ell roads by whicb Hardee or Hood (both are now represented as present) can 
receive re-enforcements from the real'. At all events, call Garrard close up, that 
he may be within reach, if needed, which will be the case if the enemy retreat 
to-morrow. His movements are so slow that you had better send to him to-night 
specific orders . 

Now that the finny is united, you are, of course, subject to no one's orders but . 
mine. But if fighting OCCllrs, or you have a chance to attack, the orders are 
always to attack. We don't care about Jonesboro', but we want to destroy our 
enemy. 

Yours, truly, 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

Major General Comma7lding. 
:Major Geueral SCHOFI ELlJ, 

Commanding Army 0/ tlte Ohio. 

HEADQUARTER8 MILI'tAli i.' DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tke field, near JonesZ ,?ro', Ga., September 1, 1864-8 p. m. 

GENEIlAL: In order that you may ~':t advisedly, I will merely state that 
Jonesboro' is of no value to os, but we . re now trying to cripple and destroy 
t.he urmy now there. Gcneral Thomas will push him in the direction of the 
railroad south, General Schofield will opera :e on thc east, and you on the wcst 
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of the railroad. If he retreats, we will follow without halt or delay, if possible, 
to Griffin. If he remains in Jonesboro', we must envelop him und destroy his 
communications south, as th{)y are already de8troyed north. Your troops are 
now well disposed, and General Blair can do good service by feeling out and 
:;eaching the railroad, if possible. He 8hould not be content with u' cavalry 
break, but one of some extent, and well done. Send word to Osterhaus to have 
his artillery officers listen for the cars to-night, and if heard, to open artillery 
on them at random. 

If the enemy retreats, I think you could make best progress by marching ' 
rapidly to Fayetteville, and then toward Griffin, following on the flanks of the 
enemy. I suppose the bridge is destroyet1, but General Thomas has a pontoon 
train that could reach there in a day. This train is at Renfrew's, (Renfro'S,) eight 
(8) miles from Fayetteville, from which there are several roads across Flint river, 
the one fulfilling most conditions being the one towards Fayetteville station. 
Still, if you can learn of roads east of Flint river that will be available, and yet 
not bring you in contact wiLh General Thomas's troops, it would be the safer, 
as all the army will then be together, and no part separated by an impassable 
s trp,am. Should the enemy remain in Jonesboro' to-morrow hold your line as 
now, and give to General Blair's movements all the force you can. 

Yours, truly, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
Major General HOWARD, 

Commanding Army if the Tenne8see. 

HEAD(WARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In thejield,'near Lovejoy's, September 2, 1864-8 p. m. 

:M!~or General Sl'HOFlELD : 
I have strong evidence that the enemy blew up -his magazines and abandoned 

the place of Atlanta to General Slocum. If this be so, it is unnecessary for nB 
to go further at this stage. I have parties breaking up the railroad from Jones­
boro' to our lines, and to-morrow wish you to feel for the McDonough road, 80 

as to command it if pOesible, but keep up strong connexion with General Stan­
ley, and do not assault works of the enemy. If he gives you a ' fair chance 
punil:;h him. I have couriers back to ascertain the exact state of affairs in 
Atlanta, and will be governed by what I hear. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding . 

• 
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSIS!lIPPI, 

In thejield, near Lovejoy's, September 2, 1864-8 P'Im. 

Major General HOWARD: 
You know that General Garrard reports General Slocum in possession of' 

Atlanta. I have sent couriers to learn the exact truth. If it be so, we do not 
care about pushing the enemy any further at this time. 

Had we pl:evented him making intrenchmelltA it would have been well, but 
as he has a strong line I do not wish to ":aine lives by an assault. You may, 
therefore, order the skirmishers close UF, but hold your lines so as not to Buffer 
much. If the enemy be gone in the morning, occupy his lines to your front, 
and await orders. 

Yours, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
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RBADQUARTERS MILI'rARY DIVISIOIV OF THE MISSISSIPf'I, 
In tltefield, near Lovejoy's. Ga., September 2. 1864-8 p. m. 

Major General 'l'HOMAS: 
Until we hear from Atlanta the ~xact truth. I do I10t care about your pushing 

your men against breastworks. Destroy the railroad well up to your lines, keep 
skirmishers well up, and hold your troops in hand fur anything that may turn 
up As soon as I know positively that our troops are in Atlanta I will deter­
mine what to do. 

I have ordered General Schofield to feel for the McDouough road, t.o prevent 
reo enforcements coming to the enemy from that direction. . 

YOUl"I5, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major Gen~"I'al Commanding. 

[Cipher-By courier to Atlanta. J 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION of THE MISSISSiPPi, 
In tkejield, near Lovejoy's Station. 26 mile; 

south ifAt1anta, September 3, 1864.· 
Mojor General HALLEc)t, Washington, D. C.• 

As already reported, the army drew from about Atlanta, and on the 30th had 
made a good break of the West Point railroad, and reached a good positioll 
from which to strike the Maconrailroad~the right, General Howard, near Jones­
boro'; the left, General Schofield, near Rough and ReadYi and centre, Gen­
eral Thomas, at"Couch's. General Howard found the enemy in force at Jones­
boro; rutrenched his troops, the salient within a half a mile of the milroad .. 
'£he enemy attacked him at :3 p. m., and was easily repulsed, leaving hb dead 
and wounded. :l<'inding strong. opposition all the right, I advanced the left and 
centre rapidly to the railroad J mad'e a good lodgement, and broke it all the way 
froDl Rough and Ready down to' Howard's left, near Jonesboro'. :!nd by t.he 
same movement I interposed my whole army between Atlanta and the part of the 
enemy intrenched in and al"ound Jonesboro'. We made a general attack on 
the enemy at Jonesboro' all the 1st of September, the 14th earps, General .Teff~ 
C. Davis, carrying the works handClomely with ten (10) guns, and about a 
thousand prisoneTs. In the night the enemy retreated south, and wc have 
followed-bim to another of his well-chosen and hastily constructed lines, near 
Lovejoy's. Hood, at Atlanta, finding me on his road, the only one that could 
supply him. and between him and a considerable part of hiB army, blew up hi~ 
Illll.gazines in Atlauta, and left in the night time, when the 20th corps, General 
Slocum, took possession of the place. So Atlanta i3 ours, and fairly won. 

I ~hall not pU8h much further on this raid, but in a day or BO will move b:1Ck 
to Atlanta, and give my men some rest. 

Since the 5th of lYIay we have been in one contltant batde or skirmish, and 
need rest. Our losses will not exceed twelve hundred, (1,200,) and we have 
llOBsession of over three hundred (300) rebel dead, two hundred and fifty (250) 
wounded. and oyer fifteen hundred (1.500) well prisoners. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Mojor Gencml Commanding. 

, 
p 
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[Cipher.] 

ITKADqUARTKRS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIf'l'l, 
In tlwfield, near Lo!;ejoY'8 Station, September 3, 1&64, 

AIaJor General SLOCUM, Atlanta, Georgia: 
Have all ·the storcs moved forward from Allatoona and Marietta to Atlanta, 

take possession of all good buildings for government purposes, and see they 
are not used as quarters. Advise the people to qnit now. There can be no 
trade or commerce until the war is over. Let Union families go to the north 
with their effects, and" secesh" families move on. Cotton must all go to Nash­
ville as U nlted States property, and pretended claimants may collect testimony 
for the pursuit of the proceeds of sale after they reach the United States 
treasury in money. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lVIajor General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tlwfield. nem'Lovejoy's, Ga., September 4, 1864. 
General HALLECK , Washington: 

The 20th r.orps now occupies Atlanta and the Chattahoochee bridges. The 
main army is noW here, grouped below Jonesboro'. The enemy hold a line 
facing UB, with front well covered by parapets, and flanks covered by Walnut 
creek Oll the right, and a confluent of Flint river on his left. His position is 
too strong to atoack in front, and to turn it would carry me too far from our 
Lase at this time; besides, there is no commensurate object, as there is no valu­
aLle point to his rear till we reach Macon, one hundred and three (103) miles 
from Atlanta. We are not prepared for that, and I will gradually fall back and 
occupy Atlanta, which was, and is, our grand objective point already secure. 

For the future, I propose that of the drafted men I receive my due share, 
aay fifty thousand (50,000. ) That an equal or greater number go to General 
Oanby, who should now proceed with all energy to get :llfontg'omery, and the 
reach of the Alabama river, above Selma, that when I know he can move on 
Oolumbus, Georgia, I move on La Grange and West Point, keeping to the east 
of the Chattahoochee; that we form a junction; repair roads to Montgomery, and 
open up the Appalachicola and Chattahochee rivers to Columbus, and move from 
it as a base straight on Macon. '1'his campaign can be made in the winter, 
and we can safely rely on the corn of the }i' lint and Chattahoochee to supply 
forage. 

If the TensaB channel of the Alabama river can be used, General Gardner, 
with his \'ebel garrison, could continue to hold Mobile for our use when we 
waD t it. I propose to move all the inhabitants of Atlanta, sending those com­
mit ted to our cause to the rear, and the rebel famili es to the .front. I will allow 
no trade, manufactorje~, or any citizen there at all, 80 that we will have the entire 
use of' the railroad back, as also such corn and forage as may be reached by om 
troops. 

If the people raise a howl against my barbarity and cruelty, I will answer 
that war is war, and not popularity-seeking. If they want peace, they and 
their relatives must 8top the war, 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Majo?' Gene-ral Commanding. 
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CITY POINT, VA., September 4, 18G '1-9 p. m. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

I have just received your despatch announcing the capturr, of Atlanta. In 
bonor of your great victory, I have ordered a salute to be fired with shotted 
gun~ from every battery bearing- upon the enemy. 'rhe salute will be fired 
witbin an hour, amidst great rejoicing. 

u. S. GRA:~T, 
Lieutenant General. 

W ASHI!.'lGTON, D. C., September 5, 1864-10.55 a. m. 
Major General SHEUivlAN : 

I bave the pleasure of transmitting to you the following oI'der~ which were 
made Saturday by the President on receipt of the news of the capture of Atlanta. 

E. 	11'I. STAN'l'ON, . 
Secretary 0/ War. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, September 3, 1864. 
The national thanks are tendered by the President to Major General W. T. 

Sherman and the gallant officers and soldiers of his commaud, before Atlanta, 
for the distinguished ability, courage, and perseverance displayed in the cam­
paign in Georgia, which, under Divine favor, has resulted in the capture of 
Atlanta. 'l'he marches, battles, 'lieges, and other military operations that have 
signalized the campaign must render it famous in the annal" of war, and have 
entitled those who have participated therein to the applause and tha.nks of the 
nation. 

ABRAHAJf LINCOLN, 
President 0/ the United States. 

l EXECUTIVE j;fANSION, 

TVashington, D . C, Sr:ptember 3, 18G4. 
Ordered-:-l. That on Monday, the 5th day of Septembel', commencing at the 

hour of 12 o'clock noon, there shall be given I], salute of one hundred (100) guns at 
the arsenal and navy yard, Washington; and on Tuetlday, the 6th of Septem­
ber, or on the day after the receipt of this order, at each arsenal ann nuvy yard 
in the United States, for the recent brilliant acbievements of the fleet and land 
forceR oI the United States in the harbor of Mobile, and in the reduction of Fort 
Powell, Fort Gaines, and Fort Morgan. The Secretll.ry of War and the Secre­
tary of the Navy will issue the neccsRary directions in their respective depart­
ments for the execution of this order. 

2. 'l'hat on Wednesday, the 7th of September, commencing at thc hour of 12 
y'clock noon, there shall be fired a salute of one hundred gnns at the arsenal at 
W ushington, and at New York, Bostoil, PhiladelphilL, Baltimore, Pittsburg, N ew­
pOrt, Kentucky, and St. Louis, and New Orleans, Mobile and Pensacola, Hil tOll 

Head and Newbern, the day after the receipt of this order, for the brilliant 
achievements of the army under command of Major General Sherman, in the 
State of Georgia, and for the capture of Atlanta. The Secretary of War will 
issne directions for the execution of this order. 

ABRAHAM: LINCOLN, 
I~ 

President c:l tlu United ,States. 

http:Secretll.ry
http:1864-10.55
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[Clpber. ] 

HEADI.1UARTF.R8 MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In ,thefidd, near Jonesboro', Ga., 8eplcmher G, 11364. 

Genoral GRANT, Oily Point, Virginia .. 
I have received your despatch, and will communicate it to the troops in gene­

rill orders. We are gradually fa.lling back to Atlanta, feeding high on the corn­
fields of the confederacy. I will be in Atlanta in a day or two, and will com­
municate fully with you. I have always felt that you would personally take 
more pleasure in my success than in your own, and I reciprocate the feeling in 
its fllllest extent. ' 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lVlajor General Commanding. 

[Cipber.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE l\fISSISSIPPI, 

In thefield, near Jonesboro', Srptember 6, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Washington, D. C ... 

I have just received your telegram, and shall announce it to the whole army, 
preceded by the expression: "The general commanding announces to the army 
with pride and satisfaction," and followed by" all corps, regiments, and batteries 
may, without further notice, inscribe' Atlanta' on their colors." vVe are moving 
back to Atlanta slowly, making good use of the cornfields, which our animal~ 
needed, and to prevent a boast of the enemy thllt we were in a hurry. I have 
burned a good deal of cotton, but will save enough to pay the expense of the 
saInte. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General , Commanding. 

[Cipber. ] 

BEADQUARTERS lifILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Tn thejield, Atlanta, Ga., September 8, 1864. 

General HALLECK, WasAington .. 
General ThomaB is in, and his troopB are now grouping about Atlanta. G'eno­

ral Schofield has also arrived, and has gone to place hie troops in Dece.tur. I have 
not yet heard from General Howal'd, but suppose him to be at East Point. I 
have JUBt ridden to Bee a portion of the enemy's Jines, which are very strong, and 
demonstrate the wiBdom of our mode and manner of attack. 

I have but little news of Wheeler, except that last night Geneml Steedman 
wae at Athens, A!abama, and Wheeler was supposed to be crossing the Tenneo­
seo, towards the south. about Lamb's ferry. Genemls Rousseau, Granger, and 
Steedman have enough troopB to handle Wheeler, and I suppose the railroad 
will Boon be repaired. We have enough stores for a month, and I feel no un­
easineBs on that score j yet if necessary I can send Bome troops to the rear. I 
tolegraphed you yesterday that yon could uee General A. J. Smith, as proposed, 
to act against Price ill MiBsouri. vVe are well, and have no doubt, after a 8ho~t 
rest, will be impatient again to sally forth in search of adventure. 

W. 'I'. SHERMA.N, 
MajOf' General Commanding. 

http:HEADI.1UARTF.R8
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[Cipher.] . 

HBADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION 01' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
]n tkefield, !litanta, Ga., September 8, 1864. 

General WEBSTER, Nashville: 
Don't let any citizens come to Atlanta, not one. I won't allow trade or man­

ufactures of any kind, but will remove all the present population, and make At­
lanta a pure military town; Give public notice to this effect. 

General Thomas's army is now in and around Atlanta; General Howard at 
Bast Point, and General Schofield at Decatur. I want Wheeler cleaned out, 
the roads repaired. and everything to the rear made right. Send forward pay­
masters. If the Sanitary Commission have stores, let them be sent to the agent 
at Chattanooga, whence we can draw as fast as we need. 

Hood's army retreated 'towards Macon, but will, I suppose, haIt about Griffin. 
I was unprepared to follow below Lovejoy's, twenty-eight (28) miles south of 
Atlanta, for we have been fighting constantly since about the 7th of May, and 
the men need rest · and quiet. Our last move was beautiful and perfectly suc­
cessful, as you observe from our occupation of the famous Atlanta. We have 
already found nineteen (19) guns, and others are being found daily. At Jones­
boro', at the battle, we took two four (4) gun batteries, and in the whole move have 
near three thousand (3,000) prisoners. We killed about five hundred (500) at 
Jonesboro', and wounded about twenty-five hundred (2,500.) Our entire loss 
since beginning the movement will not exceed fifteen hundred (1,500.) 

W. T. SHBRMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Atlanta, Ga., September 9, 1864. 

General ilALLECK, Wasltington: 
All our troops are now in position, comfortable and well. In a day or two I 

will have telegraphic communication from Roswell round to Sandtown, and can 
Rct promptly. A few of the enemy's cavalry followed us fi-om Rough and 
Ready, and last evening General Hood sent in a flag of truce, asking to exchange 
,prisoners. I have about two t.housand (2,000) in hand, and will exchange if he 
will make a fair deal. I have sent out my inspector general to confer and agree 
and to make arrangements for the exodus of citizens. I am not willing to have 
Atlanta encumbered by the families of our enemies; I want it a pure Gibraltar, 
and will have it so by the first of October. 

-I think Generals Rousseau and Steedman are stirring Wheeler up pretty well, 
!lnd I hope they will make an end of him, as Gillen has of Morgan. I have 
ordered renewed activity, and to show no mercy to guerillas or railroad bre'lk­
ers. It makes a world of difference if II my bull gores your ox or your's mine." 
Weather beautiful, and all things seem bright. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Ge1f.eral Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, A (lanta, Ga., September 10, 1864. 

General CANBY, Ne1l:1 Orleans: 
Despatch of 29th received. I got Atlanta by a co!!plo of good moves. You 

succeeded at Fort Morgan sooner than I expected. We must have the Alabama 

13 • 
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river now and also the Appalacllicola at the old arsenal, and up to Columbus. 
My line is so 10\10' now that it is impossible to protect it against cavalry raids; 

• but if we can get Montgomery and Columbus, Georgia. as bases in connexion 
with Atlanta, wc have Georgia and Alabama at our feet. You ought to have 
more men, and it is a. burning shame that at this epoch we should need men, for 
thc north is full of them. They can raise a political convention any time of fifty 
to onf< hundred thousand (50,000 to 100,000) men, and yet they pretend they 
cannot give us what we want. But keep at it, and I only want to express my 
idea that I would not bother with the city of Mobile, which will simply absorb 
a garrison for you, but would usc the Ten~as cbannel, and notify General Gard­
ner, of the rebcl army, to maintain good order, &c., in the now useless streets of 
Mobile. 

I will be ready to sally forth again in October, but ought to have some assu­
rance that, in case of necessity, I can swing into Appalachicola or lIontgomery 
and find friends. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commandill,g. 

[Cipher. 1 
CITY POINT, VIRGINIA, 

Septemher 10, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

As soon as your men are properly rested and preparations can be made, it is 
desirable that another campaign should be commenced. 

\Vo want to keep the enemy continually pressed .. to the end of the war. If 
we give him no peace while the war lasts, the end capnot be far distant. Now 
that we have all of Mobile bay that is valuable, I do not know but it will be 
thc best move for Major General Canby's troops to act upon Savannah, whilst 
you m'ove on Augusta. I should like to hear from you, however, on this matter. 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MiSSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, Atlanta, September 10 18?4-8 p, m. 

General GRANT, City Point: 
I have your despatch of to-day. My command need some rest and pay. 

Our roads are also broken back ncar Nashville, and Wheeler is not yet disposed 
of. Still, I am perfectly alive to the importance of pushing our advantage to 
the utmost. I do not think we can afford to operate further, dependent on the 
railroad, it takes so many men to guard it, and even then it is nightly broken by 
the enemy's cavalry that swarms about us. Macon is distant one hundred and 
~hree miles (103) miles, and Augusta one hundred and seventy-five (175) miles. 
If I could be "'lJre of finding provision~ and ammunition at Augusta or Columbus, 
Georgia, I can march to l\Iilledgeville and compel Hood to give up Augusta or 
Macon, and could then turn on the other. The country will afford forage and 
many supplies, but not enough in anyone place to admit of a delay. In scat­
tering for forage we have a great many men picked up by the enemy's cavalry. 
If you can manage to take the Savannah river as high as Augusta, or the Chat­
tnhooche as far up as Columbus, I can sweep the whole State of Georgia; oth­
erwise I would risk our whole army by going too far fr~m Atlallta. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, Major General. 
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HEADQUARTERS J\IILITARY DIVISION OF THE lIiISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Atlanta, September 12, 1864. 

General A. J. SMITH, Cairo, lllinoi3: . 
I bave been trying for three months to get you and lIfower to me, but am 

beaded off at every turn. General Halleck asks for you to clean ont Price. 
Can't. you ?lake a quick job of it and then get to me? Your command belongs 
to me and IS only loaned to help our neighbors, but I fear they make you do the 
lion's sharc. However, do as General Halleck orders, and as soon as possi­
ble come to me. All well. . 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

In tl~e field, Atlanta, September 12, 1864. 
General GRANT, City Point, Virginia: 

I have Macon papers of the 10th and 11th. Dick Taylor is in command of 
the department, including Mobile; Forrest and his men have reached Mobile. 
All well here. The exodus of people is progressing, and matters coming into 
~hape. I will have all official reports of the campaign in and off for vVashing­
ton by the 15th. 

I don't understand whether you propose to act against Savannah direct from 
Fort Pulaski, or by way of Florida, or from the direction of Mobile. If you can 
take Savannah by a sudden coup-de-main, it would be valuable. The enemy is 
evidently concentrating all his Mississippi force at Mobile, and Hood is about 
Lovejoy's Station watching me, apprehensive of big raids . 

.W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION 01<' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In th.efield, Atlanta, September 12, 1864. 

General HALLECK, Washington, D. C.: 
I do not think I need at this time cavalry horses in undue proportion; I have 

lost faith in cavalry raids, and our men take bad care of tbeir animals. There 
is a large abundance of forage in Alabama and Georgia, and independent col­
umns of cavalry might operate by a circuit from one army to another and de­
stroy the enemy':: .cavalry, which is more to be feared by ns than t.heir infantry. 
As soon as General Grant determines for me the next move on the chess-board, 
I will estimate We number I will want, and in the mean time would not ask 
more than a fair proportion for remount. Wheeler might have been ntterly de­
stroyed if we had had more cavalry in Tennessee, but that is now too late. In the 
fnture we will have to use cavalry offensively, and trust to the encmy's corn-' 
fields for forage. Our road is repaired and bringing forward supplies, but I 
doubt its capacity to do much more than feed our teams and artillery horses. 
All well. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO~ OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlufield, Atlanta, September 12, 1864. 

GE~ERAL: I have youre of to-day. You asked to exchange prisoners, :md I 
consented as far as those which remained in my hands and this side of Chatta­
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nooga. These I will exchange in the manner stated, and not otherwise. .Ae 
you could not know those of our men whose terms of service have expired, I au­
thorized Colonel Vtrarner to say I would receive any number taken of this army 
between certain dates-say the last two thoUi'1aud-or in any other single period; 
but as a matter of business I offered terms that could not be misunderstood. 

You have not answered my proposition as to the men "captured in Atlanta 
who are soldiers of the confederate army, detailed on extra duty" in the shops. 

I t.hink I understand the laws of civilized nations, and the" customs of war ;" 
but if at a loss at any time, I know where to seek for information to refresh my 
memory. 

If you will give our prisoners at Andersonville a little more elbow-room, and 
liberty to make, out of the abundant timber, shelter for tlJemselves, as also a fair 
allowance of food to enable them to live in health, they will ask nothing more 
until such time as we will provide for them. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

lJfajor General Commanding. 
General J. B. HOOD, 

Commanding Army rf the Tennessee, Confederate Army. 

HEADCiUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In thefield, Atlanta, Georgia, September 13, 1865. 

GE;'olERAL: I enclose you a couple of rebel papers of September 9th and 13th, 
which contain articles I would have you and 1I1r. Stanton to read. In the lat­
ter you will find General Hood has published my letter about moving the people 
of Atlanta and his answer. You will observe he characterizes this removal in. 
somewhat harsh terms, and I feel sure he has made his answer public before it 
went to the Richmond government, as is required by their official usage. He 
has therefore appealed to the public as a demllgogue, and hopes to make capital. 
0f courSf\ he is welcome, for the more he arouses thc indignation of the sOl1th­
ern masses, the bigger will be the pill'of bitterness they will have to swallow. 
'1'he people of Atlanta are going, and we will have the place for military uscs, 
and not have to engage in a ceasel.ess wrangle every time we need a house or 
site £Or a battery. '1'he present rebel line would require a garrison of thirty 
thousand (30,000) men, whereas we must contract it to the vital points, viz., 
the railroad and necessary 8torehouses, all of which can be embraced in a circle 
@f quarter the radius; and requiring less than a sixth part of that number. I car,'t 
use this liDe of reasoning to a people who have no right to gain snch a clue to 
our future plans and purposes: At some future time I will submit to you the 
entire correspondence between General Hood and myself OD this Bubject, as also 
of the special exchange of prisoners, not yet concluded; and at the present I 
Bend you only my reply to his insinuations of unprecedented cruelty towa)'(1s the 
families of a " brave people," which I hardly expect he will publish. If his is 
widely circulated it might also be well to let the southern papers get mine through 
northern channels. 

I will have all my official reports in by the 15th, which will dispose ~ the 
past and leave us free to think of and prepare for the future; and now I will 
only renew the expression of the hope that our ranks will soon be replenished 
by a liberal supply of recruits. 

Yours truly, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
:Major General HALLECK, Washington. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ~rISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, Atlanta, Ga., September 15, 1864. 

General HALLECK, Washington, n. C. : 
My report is done, and will be forwarded as soon as I get a few more of tho 

subordinate reports. I am awaiting a courier from General Grant. All. well, 
and troopS in fine, healthy camps. aud supplies coming forward finely . 
. Governor Brown has disbanded his militia to gather the corn and sorghum of . 

the State. I have re~son to believe tha,t he And Stevens want to visit me, and 
I have sent them a hearty invitation. 

I will exchange two thousand (2,000) prisoners with Hood, but no more. 
W. T. SHERUAN, 

Major General Commanding . 

• 
~. 

[Cipher. ] 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, 
Srptember 17.1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
Your despatch of the 10th has just been received. The operations you sug­

gest have been in contemplation. and preparations are now in progress. I think 
I can give you the assurance that you will find friends in Mobile. If the troll ble 
in Arkansas river should be soon ended. how far ea.st of that will depend upon 
the re-enforcements that can be spared for this command. 

E. R. S. CANBY. 
Major GeneJ'al. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS 1IIILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in the field, Atlanta, Ga., September 17, 1864. 

President LINCOLN, Washington, D. C.: 
I will keep the department fully advised of all developments as connected 

with the subject in which you feel interested. 
A Mr. Wright, former member of Congress from Rome, Geol'gia., and a ~Ir. 

King, 6f Marietta. are now going between Governor Brown and myself. I have 
sa.id that some of the pcople of Georgia are now engaged in rebellion. begun ill 
error and perpetuated in pride. but that Georgia can now save herself from the 
devastation of war preparing for her only by withdrawing .her quota. out of the 
confederate army. and aiding me to expel Hood from the borders of the State; 
in which event, instead of desolating the land as we progres~, I will kcep our 
men to the high roads and commons. and pay for the corn and meat we. need und 
take. 

I am fully conscious of the delicate nature of such assertions, but it would be 
a magnincent stroke of policy if I could, without surrendering a foot of ground 
or of principle, arouse the latent enmity to Davis of Georgia. 

The people do not hesitate to say that Mr. Stevens was and i~ it Umon man 
at heart, and they feel thatJeff. Da.vis will not trust him, or let him have a share 
in his g·overnment. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
11!fajor Gel1eral. 
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[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, Allanta, Ga., September 19, 1864. 

GE~ERAL: Your messenger has not yet arrived. crhings remain statu quo 
Most of the inhabitants are gone, anel I am exchanging two thousand (2,000) 
prisoners with Hood on a special exchange, with the understanding that I geJ 
an equal number of my own men . back, whom I can put right away to duty! 
He raised the question of humanity, but I am not to he moved by such tricks 
of the enemy. I have taken high ground with Hood on purpose. A desertel' 
jnst ill says Stewart's corps is moving back to Macon with a view of going to 
'i'irgiuia. I have ordered one of my female Bcouts from New Orleans to Ati,':. . 
gusta , and wm send some out from here, and give you prompt notice of any of 
Hooel's army going east. I can quickly bounce him out of Lov~joy's, but think 
him better there, where I can watch him, than further off. I await the arrival of 
your messenger with impatience. All well, but large numbers of our men alr;i' . 
officers are bcing disehlirged, time out, and we must have recruits. 

W. '}'. SHERMAN, Major General. 

Lieutenant General U. S. GRANT, 


City Point, Virginia. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:\, OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Atlanta, Georgia, September 20, 1864. 

nIajor General O. O. HOWARD, East Point: 
General Thomas will send two of Garrard's brigades to Kilpatrick, and order.--1 

him to feel well down toward Fayetteville and Lovejoy's. Support him, if , 

necessary, only so far as is consistent with the truce and to discover wbat Hood 
is about. I will have 'spies to-night at JlIacon to watch whicb way he goes. I 
think he will move back to Macon and senel some men to Richmond. 

W. '}'. SHERMAN, Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE lIfI~SISSIPPI, 
Atlanta, Georgia, September 20, 1864. 

General GRANT, City Point: 
Colonel Porter is just come, and I have read YOllr letter with much interest. 

I will send cast my official reports, and write more fully by Colonel Porter. In 
the mean time all is well. and I can watch your movements with interest. 
hear that G cneral Sheridan is now fighting. 

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 

(Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS lIfILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in tltefield, Atlanta, Ga., September 20, 1864. 

Hon. E. ll. STANTON, Secretal'Y of. War: 
Thank you for the appoiutment of Captain Coverdale. I hope General Sher 

idan will give Early a good, hard fight. 

I 
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REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL SHERMA:-i' . .... 
I think Hood is moving from Lovejoy's, but cannot yet form an intelligent 

guess as to the direction he will take. I will have some spies in llis camp to­
night, and llave ordered Kilpatrick to feel his flanks about Fayetteville. 

Everything continues well with us. 
I W. T. SHERMA.N, Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Atlanta, Ga., September 21, 1864. 

GBNERAL: Yours of the 20th instant, asking me to treat as a prisoner of war 
"Y. C. Glover, company H, fourth Tennessee regiment of cavalry, employed as 
a scout by yoU!' authority, and who is Eaid to have been captured by me, and is 
about to be executed at Chattanooga as a spy or bushwhacker is received. 

I confess I know nothing about the matter at ail, but I will at once proceed 
to find out the facts and communicate tbem to you as early as possible; but I 
can relieve auy undue anxiety on the part of the fricnds of Glover by assuring 
them that no one can be executed by us without a full and fair record trial by II 
sworn tribunal, at which the prisoner is always allowed to have his witnesses 
and counsel. 

Since you left our service some few changes have been made in the laws of 
Congress and the powers of reviewing officers of courts-martial. The act of 
April 10, 1806, defining spies and their punis"bment, is materially modified by 
that of February 13, 1862. Also, by an act of Congress approved December 
24, 1861, the commanding general of a division, or separate (detached) brigade, 
can assemble a general court-martial; but in case of the sentence of death, the 
case must be reviewed, and the necessary order be given by the officer command­
ing the army in the field or department to which the division 01' brigade belongs. 

General George H. Thomas commands the dcpartment in which Chattanooga 
lies, and has the review of all such cases, and you must know that he would 
never order the execution of an innocent man. 

I have no doubt, however, that a scout regularly detailed may push his oper­
ations so as to make him a "py. If found lurking around the "fortifications, 
encampments, posts, quarters, or headquarters of the armies of the United 
States, or any of them," he would clearly fall within the meaning of the laws 
and be liable to the penalty of death. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 

General J. B. HOOD, 
Commanding Coifederate Forces. 

HEADQUARTEHS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE !\,IISSISSIPPI, 
in tlwficld, Atlanta, Georgia, September 20, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge, at the hands of Lieutenant 
Colonel Porter, of your staff, your letter of September 12, and accept with 
thanks f ,e honorable and kindly mention of the services of this army in the 
great cause in which we are all engaged. 

I send by Colonel Porter all official reports which are completed, and will in 
a few days submit a list of names which I deem worthy of promotion. 

I think we owe it to the President, to save him the invidious task of election 
among a vast number of worthy applicants, and l1ave ordered my army com­
manders to prepare their lists with great care, and to express their preferences, 
based upon ~laims of actual capacity and services rendered. These I will con­
solidate ana ubmit in such a form that if mistakes are made they will at least 
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be sanctioned by the bcst contemporaneous evidence of merit, for I know that 
vacancies do not exist equal in number to that of the officcrs that really deserve 
promotion. 

As to the future, I am pleased to. know your army is being steadily re-enforced 
by a good class of men, and I hope it will.go on until y?U have a force that is 
numerically double that of your antagonist, so that wIth one part yon can 
watch him, and with the other you can push out boldly from your left flank, 
occupy the South-Side railroad, compel him to attack you in position, or accept 
battle on your own terms. 

We ought to ask OUl' country for the largest possible armies that can be 
raised, as so important a thing as the self-exititence of a great nation should not 
be left to the fickle chances of war. 

Now that Mobile is shut out to the commerce of our enemy, it calls for no 
. further effort on our part unless the capture of the city can be followed by the 
occupation of the Alabama river and the railroad down to Columbus, Georgia, 
when that place would bc a magnificent auxiliary to my further progress into 
Georgia j but until General Canby is much re-enforced, and until he can more 
thoroughly subdue the scattered armiea west of the Mississippi, I suppose that 
much cannot be attempted as against the Alabama river tind Columbus, Georgia. 

The utter destruction of Wilmington, North Carolina, is of import~nce only 
in connexion with the necesf!ity of cutting off all foreign trade to our enemy, 
and if Farragut can get across the bar, and the move can be made quick, I 
suppose it will succeed. From my knowledge of the mouth of Cape Fear 
river, I anticipate more difficulty in getLing the hea.vy ships across the bar than 
in reaching the tOWII of Wilmington; but of course the l'oundings of the channel 
are well known at Washington, as well as the draught of his iron-clads, 80 that 
it must be demonstrated as feasible, or else it would not be attempted. If suc­
cessful, I suppose that Fort Caswell will be occupied and the fleet at once sent 
to the Savannah river. Then the reduction of the city is the only question. 
It once in our possession, and the river open to us, I would not hesitate to cr08S 
the State of Georgia with sixty thousand (60,000) men, hauling some stores 
and depending on the country for the balance. Where a million of people find 
subsistence my army won't starve j but, as you know, in a country like Georgia, 
with few roads and innumerable streams, an inferior force could so delay an 
army and harass it, that it would not be a formida.ble object, but if the enemy 
knew that we had our boats on the Savannah I could rapidly move to Milledge­
ville, where there is abundance of corn and meat, and I could so threaten 
Macon nnd Augusta that he would give up Macon for Augusta j then I would 
move to interpose between Augusta and Savannah, and force him to give me 
Augusta, with the only powder mills and factorips remaining in the south, 01' let 
us have tIle Savannah river. Either horn of the dilemma would be worth a 
bat tle. I would prefer his holding Augusta, as the probabilities are, for then, 
with the Savannah river in our possession, the taking of Augusta would be 
a mere matter of time. Thifl campaign would be made in winter. 

But the more I study the game the more am I convinced tbat it would be 
wrong for me to penetrate much further into Georgia without an objective 
beyond. It would not be productive of much good.. I can start east and make 
a circuit south and back, doing vast damage to the State, but resulting in no 
permanent good; but by mere threatening to do so I hold a rod over tile 
Georgians, who ar~ not over-loyal to the south. I will therefore give my 
opinion that your army and Canby'S should be re-enforced to the maximum j that 
aiter you get Wilmington you strike for Savannah and the river j that General 
Canby be instructed to hold the Mississippi river, and send a force to get Co­
lumbus, Georgia, either by way of the Alabama 01' Appalachicola j and that I 
keep Hood employed and put my army ill fine order for a march on Augusta, 
Columbus, and Charleston j so be ready as soon as Wilmington is sealed as to 
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commerce, and the city of Savannah is in our possession. I think it will be 
found that the movement.s of Price and Shelby west of the Mississippi are mere 
diversions. They cannot hope to enter Missouri save as raiilers, and the truth 
is, General Rosecrans shoulrl be ashamed to take my troops for such a pur­
pose. If you will secure Wilmington and the city of Savannah from your 
centre, and let General Canby have the Mississippi river and west of it, I will 
send a force to the Alabama and Appalachicola, provided you give me one 
hundred thousand (100,000) of the drafted men to fill up myoId regiments; 
and if yoU: will fix a day to be in Savannah, I will insure our possession of 
Macon and a poiot on the river belo,,, Augusta. The possession of the Savan­
nah river is more than f/ltaI to the possibility of a southern independence. 
They may stand the fall of Richmond, but not of all Georgia. 

I will have a long talk with Colonel Porter, and tell him everything that may 
occur to me of interest to you. 

In the mean time know that I admire your dogged perseverance and pluck 
more than ever. If you can whip Lee and I can march to the Atlantic, I 
think Uncle Abe will give us a twenty days' leave of absence to see the young 
folks. 

Yours as ever, 
W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 

Lientenant General U. S. GRANT, 
Commandcr-in-chiif, City Point, Va. 

[By telegraph. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Aaanta, Ga., September 21, 1864., 


Lieutenant General GRANT, City Point, Virginia: 

Lieutenant Oolonel Porter will start back in the morning and will bring you 

full answer t(1 your letter, also all my official reports of the past. I prefer that 
General Uanby and a part of Farragut's fleet should continue to thre.atcn Mobile 
city, but not attempt its capture; that a small force with gunboats ascend the 
Appalachicola to the arsenal, and up to Oolumbus if possible ; that you take the 
city of Savannah by a coup-dc-main, at the same time or soon after your active 
movements about Petersburg and the mouth of Oape Fear river. Savannah in 
our possession and boats at liberty to work up the Savannah river, I am willing 
to start for Augu!\ta in the manner I propose in my letter of last nig!lt, which 
Oolonel Por~er will bring. I beg you to give my personal congratulations to 
Sheridan, and my earnest hope that he will push Early back on Lynchburg. 
We can't do much up the 'l'ennessee and Virginia vaUey. It is too long. 
Burbriqge will attempt ·the capture and destruction of the salt-works about 
Abingdon, from Kentucky and Knoxville. Schofidd has gone to Knoxville to 

. make the arrangements. All well. 
W. T. SHERMAN, ltlajor General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Atlanta, Ga., Septemher 21, 1864. 


lIIajor General O. O. HOWARD', East Point: 

The general wishes, if possible, that you put some persons oIl. the track of 

Hood and find out where he is going. He has been trying to get out persons 
from here, but does not succeed in finding any person that is worth much or 
reliable. ' 

L. M. DAYTON, Aide-de Camp. 
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[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Atlanta, Ga., September 21, 1864. 

Hon. E. 1\1. STANTON. TVasltington, D. C.: 
lIfagnificcnt from General Sheridan, and his success will have an effect all 

over the country. 
Hood is falling back from LOVE-joy's, but I will not follow him now, but will 

watch his motions with my cavalry. I write very fully to General Grant by a 
special aide to-day. He will bring my report to Washington. My informati-:m 
from the interior of Georgia is all favorable to our cause. I send copies of your 
despatch about Sheridan to General Hood with my compliments, but I know it 
doel! not afford" comfort to the enemy." 

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 

[Cipher. 1 
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tlufield, Atlanta, Ga., September ~1, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Washington, D. C.: 

In my despatch of to-day I reported that Hood was falling back. Reports 
just in seem to indicate that he has shifted from the Macon road, at Lovejoy's, 
over to the West Point road, about Palmetto station, where his men are intrench­
ing. I will watch him, as I do not see what he designs by this movement. 

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Atlanta, Ga., September ~2, 1864. 

GENERAL: My latest authentic information from Andersonville is to the 12th, 
and from what I learn, our prisoners of war confined there, and being removed 
to. Savannah, Charleston, and Millen, need many articles which we possess in 
superfluity, and can easily supply with your consent and assistance, such as 
shirts and drawers, socks, shoes, soap, candles, combs, scissors, &c. · 

If you will permit me to send a train of wagons, with a single officer to go 
along under a flag of truce, I will send down to Lovejoy's or Palmetto a train 
of wagons loaded exclusively with ten thousand (10,000) or fifteen thousand 
(15,OUO) of each of these articles, and a due proportion of soap, candles, &c., 
undcr such restrictions as you may think prudent to name. 

I would like to have my officer go along to issue these things, but will have 
no hesitation in sending them if you will simply promise to have them con­
veyed to the places where Our prisoners are and have them fairly distributed. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
General J. B. HOOD, 

Commanding Confederate Army, Palmetto Station. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIOI'I OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Atlanta, Ga., September 22, 1864. 

DEAR SIR: Yours of September 14 is received, and I assure you the com­
pliments you have lavished on me makes me fear that my services and abilities 
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are oVlJ'rated. I don't want to be elevated an inch more than I can sustain 
myself, for pride will have its fall. 

The condition of the prisoners at Andersonville has always been present to 
roy mind, and could I have released them I would have (elt more real satisfac­
tion than to have won another battle. General Stoneman's trip was partly for 
that purpose, and I fear it failed partially because the general took a road east 
of Ocmulgee, instead of west, as I contemplated and ordered. I have frequent 
messages from them, and have sent word to the men to be of good cheer, that 
the day of their deliverance was approaching j but I now think that Jeff. Davis 
is removing them to Charleston, Savannah, and a point on the Macon and 
Savannah road, at lIiillen, where a branch puts off for Augusta. My last es­
caped prisoner left Andersonville on the 12th, at which date many train-loads 
had gone off eastward, and this reduction of the number will improve the con­
dition of the balance. 

I am now eugaged in exchanging, with General Hood, a couple thousand 
of prisoners, but this is confined to the last two thousand captured from my 
army, who, of course, are not in as bad condition as those who have been 
longer confined. During the few days that must expire before the papers are 
completed, I will have occasion to write to General Hood, and will offer to send 
down some fifty or sixty tons of clothing and other necessaries j but I doubt if 
he will consent. These confederates are as proud as the devil, and hate to con­
fess poverty, but I know they are really unable to supply socks, drawers, 
undershirts, scissors, combs, &c., which our men need more than anything else 
to preserve cleanliness and health. Should, however, he assent, I will telegraph 
you to send me sllch articles as we do not have on hand, and will give credit to 
your commission for aliI obtain. This appears to me the best manner in which 
I can carry ot. .. ~lUr humane, patriotic, and most worthy object. 

'With sentiments of great respect, your friend, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 
JAMES E. YATEMAN, 

President Western Sanitary Commission,.·St. Louu, Mo. 

HEADQUARTERS l\fn,ITARY DIVISION OF THE :MISSISSIPPI, 
In thefield, Atlanta, Ga., September 24, 1864. 

General HowARD, East Point: 
I have no doubt Hood has resolved 1.0 throw himself on our f1ank1! to prevent 

our accumulating stores, &c., here, trusting to our not advancing into Georgia. 
Some cavalry got possession of Athens yesterday. I think I will send a 
division from Thomas to Bridgeport, and the balance of the one you have at 
Rome, viz: Corse, so as to act in case the enemy puts himself up west of the 
Coost.;; Let Corse get all ready. . 

W. T. SHERUAN, Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Atlanta, Ga., September 24, 1864. 

General HOWARD, East Point: 
You may order General Corse to proceed to Rome by cars, and tbere unite 

his division against any force that may attempt to threaten Bridgeport from the 
direction of Gadsden. Let them m!lrch up to-morrow and take cars in the 
evening. 'fhe whole division will rejoin us before we take the field. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commandillg. 
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[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS 	MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
I'll, thefietd, Atlanta, Ga., September 25. 1864. 

GENERAL: Hood seems to be moving as it were to the Alabama line, leaving 
open to me the road to Macon as also to Augusta, but his cavalry is busy on 
our roads. A force, number estimated as high as eight thousand, (8,000,) are 
renorted to have captured Athens, Alabama, as also a regiment of three hundred 
and fifty (350) sent to their relief. I have sellt Newton's division up to Chatta­
nooga in cars, and will send al:1other division to Rome. If I was sure that Sa­
vannah would soon be in our possession, I would be tempted to make for Mil­
ledgeville and Augusta, but I must secure what I have. 

Jeff. Davis is at Macon. 
W.T. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 
General HALLECK:, Washington, D. C. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS 	 MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
I'll, the field, Atlanta, Ga., September 26, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have re-p-nforced my line back as far as Chattanooga, but in 
l\Iiddle Tennessee we are weak, on account of the number of regiments out 
of time. I would like to have any regiments in Indiana or Ohio sent to 
Na~hville, or recruits would do. 

Jeff. Davis is on a visit to Hood at Palmetto. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 
Major General H. W. HALLECK, WlUltington. D. C. 

[Cipher.] / 
CITY POINT, 

September 26, 1864-10 a. m. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

It will be better to drive Forrest from Middle Tennessee as a' £1'st step, 
and do anything else that you may feel your force sufficient for. When a 
movement is made on any part of the sea-coast, I will advise you. If Hood 
goes to the Alabama line, will it not be impossible for him to subsist his army 1 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant General. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:V OF THE :MISSISSIPPI. 
In the field, Atlanta, Georgia, September 26, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have your despatch of to-day. I have already sent one division 
(General Newton) to Chattanooga, and another (Corse) to Rome. Our armies 
are much reduced; and if I send back much more, I will not be able to threaten 
Georgia much. There are men enough to the rear to whip Forrest, but they arc 
necessarily scattered to defend the road. • 
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Can YOll expedite the sending to Nashville of the recruits that are in Indiana 
Rnd Ohio? 'rhey could occupy the forts. Hood is now on the West Point 
road, twenty-four miles south of this, and draws his supplies by that road. Jeff. 
Davis is there to-day, and superhuman efforts will be made to break my road. 
Forrest is now lieutenant general, and commands all the enemy's cavalry. 

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 
Lieut. General U. S. GRANT, City Point. 

[Cipher. ) 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THF. MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Atlanta, Georgia, September 26, 1864. 

GENERAL: General Newton's division is now at Chattanooga, and General 
C~rse at Rome. We can defend our rO!lds below Bridgeport, and General 
Granger and the gunboats can protect those from Decatur to Stevenson. 
Rousseau Rhould collect all the force he can and move straight for Pulaski and 
Florence. Call forward from Kentucky any troops that can be spared there, 
and hl)ld all that come from the rear till Forrest is disposed of. Caution Rous­
seau to unite his movable force, and not let it be picked up in detail. Recruits 
should now be coming forward fast. Ask Rosecrans for me if he cannot spare 
A. J. Smith, and explain to him that he may be needed. I wanted him for this 
very contingency, which I foresaw. U8e my name and concentrate at Nashville 
all the men you can. Recall Generals Steedman and Schofield if you know 
where they are. 

The policy should be, small but well-commanded bodies in tile block-houses 
and a movable force to act straight against Forrest, who must scatter for 
forage. 

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 
General J. D. WEBS1'ER, Nashville. 

[Cipher.) 

CITY POINT, 
September 26,1864-6 30 p. m. 

Major G'!neral SHERMAN: 
Jeff. Davis was at Richmond on last Thursday. This I think is beyond 

doubt. I have evideuce that General Sheridan's victory has created the greatpst 
consternation and alarm for the safety of the city. I will give them another 
shake before the end of the week. 

U. S. GRAN'r, Lieutenant General. 

[Cipher.) 

HEADQUARTERS MIL1TARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlufield, Atlanta, Ga., September :n, 1864. 

GENERAL: Jeff. Davis was certainly at Macon. on the 23d, for he made a 
very significant speech, which is given at length, and which I ordered (0 be tel­
egraphed as far as Louisville. 

Forrest haB burnt the bridges over Elk, near Athens, but I think General 
Rousseau can keep him off the Chattanooga road. Still all recruits should be 
Ilent to Nashville with deflpatch. 

W. T. SHERi\IAN, Major General. 
Lieut. General U. S. GRANT, City Point. 
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[Cipher.] 

WASHINGTON, D. C., 
September 27, 1864-9 a. m. 

A. LINCOLN, 

Major General SHF.RMAN : I 

You say Jeff. Davis is on a visit to General Hood. I judge that Brown and 
Stephens are the objects of his visit. 

President Un;ted Statu. . 

[Qipher.] 

CITY POI:-IT, VIRGINIA, 
September 27, 1864-8.30 a. m. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
It is evident from the tone of the Richmond press, and all other sources, that 

the enemy intend making a desperate effort to drive you from where you are. 
I have directed all new troops from the west, and from the east, too, if necessary, 
if none are ready in the west, to be sent to you. IfGeneral Burbridge is not too 
far on the way towards Abingdon, I think he had better be recalled, and his sur­
plus troops sent into Tennessee. . 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 

, . [Cipher. ] 

CITY POI:-.'T, VIRGINIA, 
September 27, 1864-10.30 a. m. 

l'l'Iajor General SHERMAN: 
I have directed all recruits and new troops from all the western States to be 

sent to Nashville to receive their further orders from you. I was mistaken 
about Jeff. Davis being in Richmond on Thursday last; he was then on his way 
to 1tfacon. 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 

rCipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
1'11, tlufield, Atlanta, Ga., September 28, 1864. 

GENERAL: I will send up the road to· night another division, and want you 
to can forward from the rear all you can get, so as to make a movable column. 
Ask General 'rower to take charge of the forts, and distribute the men. 

Bring close in all the camps, especially those of the 13th regulars, and assign 
each detachment to its post. I will send General Thomas to Stevenson to operate 
on Forrest's rear. 

W. T. SllJDRilfAN, Major General. 
General J. D. WEBSTER, 

Naslwille, Tennessee. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:V OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tllefield, Atlanta, Ga., September 28, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have just returned from General Howard. I think that a 
movement of all our cavalry not actually on picket should bo made rapidly on 

http:1864-10.30
http:1864-8.30
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Oarrollton, to interrupt any communication from Hood's army, at Palmetto, with 
his cavalry over about the Tennes8ee. After striking Carrollton, it should move 
boldly up towards Hood's army, and then draw back to Sandtown. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

Major General G. H. THOMA!", 
Commanding Dl'partment if the Cumberland. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTEHS MILITARY DIVISION OF THP. MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Atlanta, Ga., September 28, 1864. 

President LINCOLN, V\7ashington, D. C.: 
I have positive knowledge that Mr. Davis made a speech at Macou on the 

22d, which I mailed to General H alleck yesterday. It was bitter agaillst 
Johnson and Governor Brown. The militia is on furlough. Brown is at ~Iil­
ledgeville, trying to get a legislature to meet next month, but he is afraid to act 
unless in concert with other guvernors. Judge Wright, of Rome, has been here, 
and Messrs. Hill and Nelson, former members of Congress, are also here now, 
and will go to meet ,\Yright at Rome, and then go back to Madison and Milledge­
ville. Great efforts are being made to re-enforce Hood's army and to break up 
my railroad, and I should have at once a good reserve force at Nashville. It 
would have a bad effect if I am to be forced to send back any material part of 
my army to guard roads, so as to weaken me to an extent that I could not act 
offensively if the occasion calls for it. 

W. T. SHER't;IAM, 
Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Atlanta, Ga., September 28, 186(. 

GENERAL: Your despatch is just received. I send back to Stevenson and 
Deeherd General J'homas to look to 'l'ennessee, and have ordered a brigade 
of the army ot' the Tennessee up to Eastport, and the cavalry across to that place 
from Memphis, to operate against the flank of any force going into TEnnessee by 
any of the fords near Florence. I want Appalachicola arsenal taken, also 
Savannah ; and if. the enemy does succeed in breaking up my roads, I can fight my 
way across to one or the other place; but I think it better to hold on to Atlanta 
!lnd strengthen to my rear, and therefore am glad you have ordered troops to 
Nashville. Forrest has got into Middle Tennessee, and will, I feel certain, get 
on my main road to·night or to-morrow; but I will guard well from this back to 
Chattanooga, and trust to troops coming np from Kentucky to hold Nashville 
and forward to Chattanooga. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

Lieut. General U. S. GRA~T, City Point. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Atlanta, Ga., September 29, 1864.. 

GE:VERA L: I have your letter of September 27, and have telegraphed to 
St. Louis for combs, scissors, &c., and as soon as received, I will make up a 
train f91' Griffin, loaded with articles for our prisoners of war, and send it in 

• 
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charge of an officer, to be turned over to one of yours, with invoices complete 
and blank rolls for issue. I will give you notice prior to starting the train. 
will see the prisoners who Ilre in, and learn from them more minutely the wants 
of our men, and make th e invoice accordingly, but it will not exceed the quantity 
before stated. 

I am, with respect, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

1I'1ajor General. 
General J . B. HOOD, 

Commanding Clmfederate Army, Palmetto. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltejield, Atlanta, Ga., September 27, 1864. 

SIR: Send me all the shirts, fine combs, and scissors for cutting hair, yon can 
spare for our prisoners south. I will, on th eir receipt, send them out under an 
agreement with General Hood. I would like to get twelve hundred (1,200) fine 
com bs and four hundred (400) scissors. Our commissary can supply soap and 
candles, and the quartermaster has shoes, socks, and under-clothing. 

W. 'r. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

Mr. JAMES E. YATEMAN, 
Sanitary Commission, St. Louu. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTME:';,[ OF"THE TENNESSEE, 
, September 29, 1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
'rhe indications are that Hood is moving across the Chattahoochee. 

O. O. HOWARD, 
Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltejield, Atlanta, Ga., September 28, 1864. 

GENERAL: You cannot be too particular about Allatoona and about the Pump. 
kin Vine. It is reported Hood is about passing the Chattahoochee to the west, 
and I will watch him, and see if he will CrOBS over to the Selma road, 01' try to 
get on to our wad. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

General JOHN E. SMITH, Cartersville. \ 

NEW ORLEANS, 
August 29, 1864, via Cairo, September 9, 1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
Your despatch of the 17th has just reached me. The reduction of Fort Mor­

gan was necesMry in order to secure the ingress and egress of heavy vessels. 
It was handsomely done, but the fort is greatly injured. I have a resen'e of 
twelve thousand men up the river to watch Kirby Smith. I do not think he 
can cross in any force without being die covered in time to prevent it, bu~ I can­

• 
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not usc this force agrdnst Mobile arW prevent the pasRRge. The ronte YO'1 sug­
o-est hils been considered, and with twenty thousand men wc could control the 
Alabama river from Mobile to Montgomery. Major General FreDericr.:: Steele is 
losing a good many men by expiration of service, and I cannot draw any from 
him. I asked some time ago that all the troops that could be sparAd from the 
west, and were not required for your army, should be scnt to Memphis. I will 
keep the army about Mobile uneasy, and will act against the city and river the 
moment I can gather a sufficient force. 

E. R. S. CANBY, 
Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS l\IILITAltY DIVISION OF THE Mrsslsslr PI, 
In tltefield, Atlanta, Ga., September 29, 1864. 

General II. W. HALLECK, Was7l,ington, D. ·C. : 
I have now effected the actual exchange of two thousand (2,000) prisoners 

of my own Rrmy. General Stoneman will be here to-morrow, and Colonel 
Harrison is already in. Ollr prisoners have been moved from Andersonville to 
Savannah, Millen, and CharieRton j any change will be for the better. I have 
agreed with Hood to send to Griffin, to be forwarded to our prisoners, a supply of 
clothing, soap, combs, &c.j the latter will be furnished by the Sanitary Commis­
sion, and the former by th e quartermaster. I takc it for granted Forrest will 
cut our road, and I think we can prevent his making a serious lodgement; his 
cavalry will travel a hundrcdmiles in less time than ours will ten. I h>1.ve sent 
two divisions up to Chattanooga, and one to Home, and General Thomas started 
to·day to clear out Tennessce, but our road should be watched from the rear, 
and I am glad General Grant has ordered res(!rves for me to Nashville. I pre­
fer for the future to make the movement on Milledgeville, Millen, fwd Savannah 
river. Hood now rests twenty-foul' miles south, his left on thc Chattahoochee, 
and his right on the ,Vest Point road. He is removing the iron of the Macon 
road. I can whip his infantry, but his cavalry is to be fearcd. 

W. T. SHER~fAN, lvlojor General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE l\fISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Atlanta, Ga., September 30, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have pretty clear information that Hood has a part of his 
infantry across the Chattahoochee, twenty-four miles south of us, and it may be 
all. I know that desperat'e efforts will be made to render our roads useless. 
Forrest is in lVIidclle Tennessee, but I think will have his hands full, for I have 
sent up two divisions of Thomas, and Thomas went up himself yestcrday. 
I may have to make some quick counter moves cast and southeast. Keep your 
folks ready to send baggage into Atlanta and to start on short notice. Make 
your preparations quietly wiLhout altracting any not-ice. There are fine corn 
and potato fields about Covillgton and the- Ocmulgee bottoms. vVe are well 
supplied with bread, meat, &c., but forage is scarce and may force us to strike 
out. If we make a couuter move I will go out myself with a large force, and 
take such a route as will supply us, and, at the same time, make Hood recall 
the whole or part of his army. 

Yom's, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

JliIajor General. 
General Cox, Decatur, Georgi( •. 

14 * 
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.. ROME, Septrmber 30, 1864. 
Major Ge}leral SHERMAN: 

'The jl1dg'e is'here, waiting for ~he two $'entle.men. He r~ports Hood's army 
across the Chattahoocbee- a portion at VilIa Rica; all moving on Blue moun­
tain. 'Their cavalry at Carrollton. 

JNO. M. CORSE, Brigadier General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI!SSISSIPPI, 
1ft tlwfield, Atlanta, Ga., September 30, 1864. 

lIIajor General G. H. THOMAS, CltatlanoO/ia: 
Your despatch is received. I have notified all army commanders to stop 

furloughs. Give orders to keep the telegraph line via Knoxville and Cumber­
land Gap in good order. There is no doubt some of Hood's infantt'y is acroe.s 
the Chattahoochee, but I don't think his whole army is across. If he moves 
his whole force to Blue mountain, you watch him from the direction of Steven­
son, and I will do the same from Rome, and as soon as all things are ready I 
will take advantage of his opening' to me all of Georgia. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN,JlIIajor General. 

MARIETTA, September 30, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

Deserters and citizens report the following: Hood with his army in three 
columos crossed the Chattahoochee on Sunday last at Campbdlton, and above 
and below. Citizens on their line of march told them that the soldiers (rebel) 
said they were going to Rome. I have sent scouts in that direction, and will 
.soon hear from there. All quiet here. 

J. McARTHUR, Brigadier General. 

[Cipher.] 

CHATTANOOGA, September 30, 1864. 
Major General SHEllMAN: 

My latest news up to 10 a. m. is, that Forres t was at Lynchburg, and Mil­
roy"s scouts reported that they heard some of Forrest's ' officers say that they 
would attack the Nashville and Chattanooga railroad to-day, and destroy it 
north as they ·did the other. I am getting Morgan's troops arranged, and bope 
he will reach there to-night. If }<'orrest does not break the road to-day, I 
hope it will be secure by to-night. Granger's information confirms Milroy's as 
to Forrest's position last night. I have heard from Rousseau at W Rrtrace; 
his cavalry to his front and right observing Forrest's movements. He also 
reports Forrest at Lynchburg, (Lynville.) 

GEO. H. THOMAS; lvIajor Genemt. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS :MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in tlwfield, Atlanta, Ga., Septembe'r 30, 1864. 

GENERAL: I bave yours and Rousseau's despatches. Try and make a 
junction with Roussean. I snppose Forrest will manage to break the road to­
night; but leave defensive garrisons, and pUBh right at him with as heavy a 
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force as you can get, and as soon as possible. He won't fight. lJut infantry 
can dog h,irn. Take provisions and forage of the towns nnd people, and replace 
them after the work is done. If you can turn him to"'arc1s Lamb's Ferry, 
Granger should make a redoubt, covering the ford, and hold bim in check until 
the infantry can get up. ",Ve will never have a better chnnce at him than now. 
I will watch Hood here. 

W. T. SHERl\IAX, 
}lilajor Geneml. 

General G. H. 'rHOMAS. 
Cltattanooga, Tennessee. 

HEADQUARTERS DBPllRnlE;>IT OF THB TE:'<NESSEE, 
October 1, 1864. 

~rnjor General SHllRMAN : 
The following just received. O. O. HOWARD, 

Jliajf)T GeneTal. 

"l\lr,:MPHIS, September 28, 1864. 
"Forrest made a speech at Tup~lo on the 16th instant, and told his men he 

was going to Middle Tennessee to operate on Sherman's communications, and 
promised that he would compel Sherman to cvacuate Georgia within sixty days; 
aleo promised all the horses they wanted. On tbe 20th he was at , Cherokee. 
near the Tennessee, with most of his command. He probably has about five 
thollsand (5.000) men. A small force has crossed the Teunessee lower down. 
Staff officer from you has not arrived. The information in regard to Forrest is 
entirely reliablc. You are aware, I suppose, that I am now weak. All the 16th 
corps has gone, the one-hundred-day-men gone, and nearly half of my cavalry 
seut after Price and Shelby, and one regiment to St. Louis. 

"C. C. WASHBURNE, 
" i1fOj01' General." 

J [Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE l\flf'''ISSIPPI, 
" Tn tltefield,' Atlanta, Ga., Or:{obcT 1, 1864. 

General G. H. THOMAS, Chattanooga: 

Hood hali' evidently crossed the Chattahoochee to the west, but has not gone 
to BIlle mount:firi. Kilpatrick, on the Sweetwater, reports he could hear drums 
at reveille. There is too much ostentation in this move of Hood's, and he may 
attcmp to swing his cavalry on Ollr road. I have ordered General Gal'l'ard over 
to Powder Springs. I will watch him close. Make ns quick work with For­
rest as you can, and get back to co-operate with me. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
111ajoT GeneTal. 

[Cipher. ] 

d~ATTANOOGA, OctobCT 1, 1864-12 m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

General Granger reported last evening from Huntsville that the enemy had ap­
pem'ed before Huntsville, and had demanded the surrender of the town. He had 
no doubt but that he could hold the place, but asked for l'e·e~1forcements, as he 
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did not llave force enOlwh to assume the offensive. I have sent Generall'ilor­
I'au's divbion to him thi~ mornillg. I hear from General Rousseau, .who says 
he lias sent Gel1eral Milroy with Galver's brigade to Decherd with instructions 
to sQnd out cavalry scouts, and to report promptly anything of in terest. Main 
cavalry force has been ordered to vYinchester, with instructions to pUi'h ont 
scoutinO' parties on all roads west of railroad. From the best information, he 
does not believe the enemy is in the vicinity of Tullahoma or Decherd. The 
operator at Decherd reports an cngine in from the tunnel, and all is quiet there. 
No excitement and no signs of the enemy. The indications are that the road is 
clear to Nashvillce. I am just about sending ont a constructlOn train for Nash­
ville 
again. 

to test the road, and see if all is right. 

GEQRGE H. 

I 

T

will start the trains through 

HOMAS, JVIajor Gencral. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQCAIlTBRS .MlLITAHY DIVISION OF THE IIIISSI"SIPPI, 

In tlte field, Atlanta, Ga., Octobcr 1, 1864. 

Lientenant General U. S. GIlANT, Ci"y Point: 
Hood is evidently Oll the west side of Chattahoochee, below Sweetwater. 1f 

he tries to get 011 my road this sideof the Etowah I shall att~ck him; but if he goes 
on to the Selma and Talladega road, why would it not do for me to leave Ten­
nessee to tbe forces which Thomas has, and the reserves soon to come to N ash­
ville, and for me to destroy Atlanta, and then march across Georgia to Savannah 
or Charleston, breaking roads and doing irreparable damage 7 \Ve cannot re­
mail/. OlI the defensive. 

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 

[Cipher. J 
HEADQUARTRES MII,ITAHY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Atlanta, Ga., October 1,1864. 
Generals HOWARD and Cox: 

I have not yet heard from General Gl-ant as to my proposed campaign; but it 
is well for you to bear in mind that if Hood swings over to the Alabama road, 
and thence tries to get into Tennessee, I may throw back to Chattanooga all of 
General Thomas'!; men as far down as Kingston, and draw forward all else, send 
back all cars and locomotives, destroy Atlanta, and make for Savannah or 
Charleston, 1;ia Milledgeville amI l\J illen. If Hood aims at our road this side of 
Kingston, ant! in no manner threatens Tennessee, I will have to "turn on him. 

Keep tllese things to yourselves. The march I propose is less by two hun­
dred (200) miles than I made last fall, and less than I accomplished in Febru­
ary, and we could make Georgia a break in the confederacy by ruining both 
east and west roads, and not running against a single fort unt.il we get to the 
sea-shore and in commnnication with our ships. 

W. T. S BERMAN, 
lYlajor General (;omman(Z!7Ig. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARYDIVISIO:>I OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In tlte field, Atlanta, Ga., October 1, 1864-2 p. m. 
General G. H. THOMAS, Chattanooga: 

I have your i.1e~patch of noon. Use yonr own discretion as to the matters 
north of the TelIllessee river. If I can induce Hood to swing across to Blue 
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monntian, I shill! feel tBmpted to 8tart for Mil! Bdgeville, )Iillen, and Savilllllah 
or C harlesto n, absolutely destr'oying all Georgia, and taking either Savannah 
or Cbarleston. In that even t I would order back to Chattanooga evel)'thing 
the other sidB of Kingston, and bring forward all else, destroy Atlanta and 
the bridge, and absolutely scour the southern confederacy. In that cvent Hood 
wOl\ld be puzzled, and would follow me; or if he entered TBnnessec, hB could 
make no permanent stay. But if hB attempts the road this sid B of Kingston 
or Rome, I will turn against him. Forrest will not attack Oll!' forts-that is 
manifcst-but will try and gBt possession of D ecatur. All the infantry and 
cava lry not in forts 01' block·hollses should be directed against him by ro:ids­

~, say the Shelbyville pike and Fayetteville. 
W. T. SHEmIAN, 

l11ajor General. 

HEADQUARTEIlS MILITARY DIVISlo,'l; OF THE :JIISST.':iSII'PI, 
In the field, Atlanta, Ga., Oerobcr 1, 1864. 

General CO IlSE, Rome : . 
General Hood has eviden tly crossed It part, if not the whole, of hi;; army 

across to th e west bank of the Chattahoochee, below Sweetwater. His soldiers 
think he is going for Blue mountain; r think not. He may attempt to get on ollr 
road thi s side of Alla toona or near Cassville. If at the latter, hold fast. If you 
hear of him this side of Allatoona, leave a small force to guard the bridge across 
Oostanaula, and join your forces to Gr,neml John .E. Smith's, and act against 
Hood from Allatoona. I will employ him from this qnarter. He cannot tarry 
long, and will ex pose his flanks and trains, which should be harassed . vVe 
have more than a month's provi:3ions, and a large well-appointed army, find can 
operat.e from this point. General Grant has onlered large reservea to ~ashville, 
and Genel'al Thomas is there to manage t.hem. 

W. '1'. SHER:JIA~, 
Major General Commanding. 

r . 
HEADl1UARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:V OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

1ft tlte field, Atlanta, G(t., Octobel' 2, 18G4. 
Major General HOWARD: 

'ro-morrow General Garrard will feel well out beyond Powder Spring.~, and I 
want Ransom to develop thc nature of' the foree at Shadua. Tell him t.o use 
his skirmish line an d supports ill front, and feel the fi!1.nk towards the west as 
though interposing between Shadna and the river. General Cox will have a 
divi~ion down to Flat Rock. General Thomas repo rted to-day that Forrest harl 
made his appearance at Huntsville, and he had Rent General _Horgan's division 
there. The road and tel egraph to Nashville in good onler yet.. 

W. '1'. SHEmlAN, 
lYlajor Gencral. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ~IISSISSIPPJ, 
in tlte field, Atlanta, Ga., October 2, 1864. 

Major General HOWARD, Commanding Army qf the Tennessee : 
There is a flood in the Chattahoochee, which has damaged onl' railroad bridge, 

and will of course carry away any of Hood's bridgea. I waut that reconnois· 
sance pnshed out boldly. As soon as it reaches Fairblll'n let me know, as I lilay 
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push it on to the rear of their bridge. All the valuable part of the enemy's 
cavalry is over beyond Sweetwater, and we can do them damage on thi s side 
now. The same call ~ e which produced th e rise in the Chattahoochee will affect 
the Tennessee, and Forre5t will be in d flll~er witll a swollen river to his rem'. 

W. T. SHERJIAN, Major General. 

MARIETTA, October 2, 1864-4 p. m. 
i\Iajor General SHER~L\i'\ : 

Rebels driyen off and quiet restored; have three cars burned; road being re­
paired; casualties not yet reported. Citizells, coming in fo[' protection, report 
that Hood w~s to encamp nea r Grey's mills to-night. They also report that 
an attack will be made on Ackworth or Allatoona; afterwards Rome. In the 
event of a repulse they will rpport by Blue mountain, Jacksonvill e, and Selma. 

J. McARTHUR, 
Brigadier General. 

~ 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY 'DIVISlo!'l OF TUF. MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Atlanta, Ga., October 2, 1864. 

General HO\YARD, Present: 
L et Ransom come ill slowly; and if the enemy approach, sally out and attack 

bim fiercely . 
General Davis will be in close support. I will then throw General Stanley 

across the Chattahoochee, and be prepared to put our whol e force in motion, to 
interpose between Hood (who may attempt to mash our road abollL ,Marietta) 
and his bridges at Oampbellton. Be prepared to send in all your trains to At­
lanta, and 10 follow Gen eral Stauley. I would attack this corps ill position, bnt 
presume it is strongly intrenched. 

I am, &c., 
W .T. SHER;\IA:\f, Jllajor General. 

HEADQt:ARTERS illlLITAI1Y DIVISION OF THE Mr:3SiSSIPPI, 
In tlte field, AtLanta, Ga., October 2. 1864. 

General D. S. STANLEY: 
:Move your comma nd, with orders fot' your wagons to follow with ten (10) days' 

rations, to Chattahoochee bridge, alld in the direction of Marietta as far as the 
rebel intrenchments auout Smyrua camp-ground. Open communication with 
General Elliott, who is over towards the Sweetwater and Nose',; creek, and com­
municate with me promptly all matters of importance by telegraph fron. the 
bridge. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, Major General. 

HEADQl'ARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:'I OF THE MISSISSIPl'l, 
In tlte fi eld, Atlanta, Ga., October 2, 1864. 

General Cox, DecatU1·, Georgia: 
Make all preparations to send into Atlanta ten"ts and baggage ani! to start 

fl)[' ChattalJOochee bridc:e on short notice. Send wore I and recall that division 
at Flat Rock. Hood h"Us evidently crossed tire Chattahoochee with two corps, 
and left one on this eide of the ChattaltooclJee river, neal' Campbellton. I pro­
pose to attack the force 011 the other sidf.'. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, Major General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THR MISSISSIPPI, 
- In tlujield, Atlanta, Ga., October 3, 1864. 

Major Gen. JEFF. C. DAVIS, Comm'dg 14tli Corps, near At7anta: 
Move your two (2) divisions by the nearest practicable route to the railroad 

bridge. cross above, and move Oil the left of General Stanley, about the old rebel 
line at Smyrna camp-ground, or Ruff's Station, lookillg to the west. If the re­
conu'oissancc in progress to-day confirms presellt appearances, we will have to 
stri ke the enemy over be tween that point and Dallas. Have your wagons to 
follow you only to the old rebel lines wei't of the bridge. Cross yonI' men ahead 
of General Stanley'S wagons, but his wagons will have precedence of yours. 
General Stanley passed here a bout 7 a. m. 

W. T _ SHERMAN, 
fflajor General. 

HEADQUAHTBRS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tliejield, Atlanta, Ga .. October 3, 1864. 

General CORSE, Rome: '. 
Hood is meditating some plan on a large scale. One corps is intrenched below 

Cambell ton and two corps are across below Sweetwater, about Powder Springs. 
I Bend General s Stanley and Davis over to-day, and may follow to-morrow 
mys.:lf with a heavy force. I am willing- he sbould go to Blue mountain, 01' to 
s trike our road at Ackworth or Cassvillc. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
J.1lJajor General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:'< OF THE l\IlssISSrf'I, 
In tlwjidd, Atlanta, Ga., October 3, 1864. 

Major General O. O. HOWARD, East Point: 
:iHarcb yoU\' command to-morrow to Rliff' s Station, towards :iHarietta. Do you 

kn ow if Kilpatrick's dismounted men have come in from Sandtown 1 If not, 
seud them word to come into Atlanta. Please ·auswer. 

W. T. SHERlVIAN, 
JYIajor Gener'al. 

[Cipher. ] 

NASHVILLE, October 3, 1864.J Major General S~TERMAN : 
I rcachcd this plfLce at 2 p. m. to-d ay, and found that ROllsscan had organized 

and despatched hiB troops down thc Al abama road as f'll' as Franklin, and will 
continue after Forrest until he overtake3 him, if' Forrest does not crosS the river 
before he rcachcs him. Major Gtoneral ,Vasbbllrne is coming up the'1'elluessee 
river with ten thou8and (10,000) cavalry an d fifteen hundred (1,500) infantry. 
He was directed by vVebster, before my arrival, to lanel hiE infantry at J ohnson­
ville, to aid in the protection of the depot t.here, anel to proceed up the river to 
o!'ifton (Fort Valley) with his cavalry, and move towards Athens for the pnr­
pose of striking Forrest's flank or cntting off his communication wit.h Durbridge. 
GeneralM:organ, as I despat.checl you last night, is moving from Athens upon 
Bainbridge j so it appears to me thcl e is a fair chance of hemming Forrest in and 
destroying his command. The river is not fordable, and if we seize his means 
of crossing at Baiubriclg-e he will be unable to CrOSS anywhere else, and I think 
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Rousseau ought certainly to destroy him. Tw.o Ohio and three Kentucky reg­
imeuts of the re-enforcemeuets have arrived and are beiug distributed along tbe 
railroad. 

GEORGE IT. THOMAS, 
JVlajor General. 

llEAUQUARTERS M,LITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, Atlanta, Ga., October 3, 1864. 

COMMANDING OFFICER, Allatoona: 
Hood has some infantry and cavalry about Powder Springs. I am watching 

him close. He might deceive us by his cavalry along Nose'il creek, and slip 
up to Ackworth and Allatoona. I want the utmost vigilance there. If he go 
for Allatoona, I want him delayed only long enough for me to reach his rear. 
Of course, h is cavalry can only rnn across the rORd and bother us, but his in­
fautry woul(l try to capture stores, without wl,jcll Huod cannot stay wbere he 
is. If he moves up toward Allatoona I will surely corne in force. 

W. T. SHElli'IfA~, 
Jllajor General. 

[qipber. ] 

CITY POI!\,T, VA., October 4,1864-11.30 a. m. 

JlIajor G~neral SHERMA:"I : 
General 'Wilson hRS been ordered to report to you; aud that he may have 

rank to command your cavalry, I have asked that he be brevetted a major gen­
eral and assigned witli that rank. I believe Wilson will add fifty (50) per cent. 
to the effectiveness of your cavalry. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant General. 

HEADQUARTERS l\1,LITAI\Y D,VISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, Sm!Jrna Camp Ground, October 4, 1864. 

General SLOCUM, Atlanta: 
I have reason to believe Wheeler id on our road above Re~aca. Hood's 

main army is between me and Allatoona.• I shall attack the latter in force, but 
ad vise you to work night and day in perfecting those intrenchments Imd ill 
economizing provisions i bllt if I live, you may count UPO\l my coming to your 
rescue. The point of greatest dang-tr is the brirlge; therefor/!, look to it. 

Please answer. 
W. 'E. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 

NEAR KENESAW, October, 4,1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

J nst received the following: 

"MARIETTA AND DAi.LAS ROAD, 
"On branc/~ to Big Slwnty, Octobe7' 4, 1864. 

" General VA:-J DEVER: 
"I found the euemy occupying onr old line of works to the railroad in more 

force than dismounted cavalry can dislodge from them. I covel' the Dallas 

" , 

( 

'\ 

http:4,1864-11.30
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road. All my inforination leads me to believe tllat there is a large force of in­
fantry with cavalry. Please comillunicate thi~ to Generals Sherman and 
Stanley. 

" W. L. ELLIOTT." 

Wl\I. VAN DEVER, 
Brigadier General. 

NEAR KENE~AW, October 4, 1864. 
Miljor General SHERMAN: 

Stanley at Mariet ta. The enemy in strong force in my front all the morn­
ing. This afternoon he moved off to Allatoona. General Elliott I~eports hill 
in too strong force for dismounted cavalry. Prisoners SdY the force in my front 
was l"rench's division. From top of Ken esaw heavy bodies of infantry, ar­
tillery , auu cavalry could be seen going north. The movement to my right 
was 11 feint. My headquarters at foot of Kenesaw j a part of the command 
occupying the ridge north. (I 

WM. VAN DEVER, 
Brigadier Gene;ral. 

LITTLE KENESAW MOUNTAIN, 
O(;tober 4, 1864. 

Major General SHER~J,\N : 
lYe arrived here at 3.30 p. m., and have camped in the old rebel works in the 

vicinIty and south of Litt.le Kenesaw. From top of th e mountain I could see 
the rebel troops bl1l'ning the road, all of which has been reported to yon from 
other l'ources. Pri~oners sent in by General Elliott report that they still have 
six (6) days' rations. They say Stewart's corps is burning the road, and 
Hardee and Lee's corps are in the vicinity of Pine mountain. 

D. S. STANLEY, 
NJajor General. 

KENESAW MOUNTAIN, October 5,1864. 
Official to Major General SHERMAN:, 

The enemy in heavy force have moved north to Allatoona-infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery. Our cavalry advance is two (2) miles in his rear. 

Wlf. VAN DEVER, 
Brigadier General. 

Received Signal Station, Vining'~ hill. 
A. S. COLE, Captain and A. S. O. 

HEADQUARTImS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, ncar ilfarietta, October 5, 1864. 

General ELLIOTT: 
I have heard from Allatoona. All right. Gelleral Corse is there, but wounded . 

. You need llot send all of General Garrard's cavalry, but send a squadron. Let 
them make a circuit, and they will fiud nothing there. 

W. T. SHERJIAN, 
Major General. 
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WIDOW ORR'S, ON ACK,"YORTH ROAD, 
October 6, 1864-2 p. m. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
Your despatch is received. I have information, which seems reliable, that 

the enemy wen t back ye:;terday. ,Ve find no signs of them, except tllat a few 
scouts were here this morning. My advance, nellr Mount Olivet church, finds 
nothing more than here. The roads this side of Pine mountain arc in places 
almost impassable, having evidently grown no 	 better since we left in J line. 
This has delayed me, as the artillery can scarcely get forward at all. I leave 
a brigade with the weak teams, and push on with the rest. ,Vill observe your 
directions as to signals. Please send me word whether I shall endeavor to get 
my teams up as far as I go, o~ whether we shall calculate upon returning by 
same route. 

J. D. (lOX, Brigadier General. 

[Signa!.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION' OF T['IE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Kenesaw, OctobeT 6, 1864. 

General ConsE, Allatoona: 
Let the Rome force rcturn at once to Rome and protect the road. I will 

cover AlJatoona. 
W. '1'. SHERi\UN, lWajoT General . 

• ALLATOONA, GA., October 6, 1861-2 p. m. 

Captain L. M. DAYTON, A. D. C.: 
I am short a cheek-bone and one eal', but am able to whip all hell yct. My 

losses are very heavy. A force moving from Stilesboro' on Kingstou gives me 
Bome 	anxiety. Tell me where Sherman is. 


JOHN M. CORSE, 

Brigadier General. 

[Signal. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THg MIS!,;ISSIPPJ, 

In tlte field, Kenesaw, OctobCT 6, 1864. 


General CORSE, Allatoona: 

Am just in. Am very sorry at your wonnd, but all is l:ight with you. . If 

possible keep the enemy off your lines, and let me know at once what force YOll 

. bave, and what is at Kingston and Rome; also signal some account of your 
fight. Hood has retreated to Dallas. 

W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 

NEAR NBw HOPE CHURCH, October 7, 1864. 

11'Iajor General SHERlIIA!\f: 


General Garrard near New Hope church 11.30 a. m., skirmishing with rear. 
Armstrong camped where he then was, and French's division at church. Can't 
tell route taken; rumor says Dallas; citizens tell conflicting stories. Cau't 
determine anything. Captured General Steele and a colonel wounded. A few 
prisoners. 

W. L. ELLIOTT, 
B?"igadier Gencml, ~·c. 

• 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE l\IISSI SSIPI'I, 
In tllCficld, J(enesaw, October 7, 1864. 

General OORSE, Al1atoona: 
I received yOU\' report. I have so high an appreciation of Y0ll\' services and 

those of your command, as also that of Colonel TOlll'tellotte and garrison, that 
I shall make the defence of Allatoona the subject of a general order. . 

I will move my army one step north to-mOITOW, an d want you to exercise a 
gcncral care over the operat.ions from Allatoona as far as Kin gston. I will so 
place my command that in one day's work they will replace all the ties bmned 
between Allatooua and Kenesaw, lind leave the laying of the iron to t.he COI1­
strnc'ion party. "Ve have two million seven hundred thot1sancl (2,700,000) ra­
tions of bread in Allatoona, and call afford to await repairs. My infantry i ~ now 
near D allas, and cavalry must be below it. General Garrard passed New Hope 
before noon, and General Kilpatrick at Powder Springs at Ill! a. m. Both are 
ordered to push the enemy and develop his route of movement. He is already 
too far south to make the Etowah bri ~ge 1;ia Slilesboro'. Still too much care 
cannot be exercised. General John E. Smith sho111d be down, and I will be much 
obliged if you can senel to Generals Thomas and \Vebster notice that Allatoona 
is safe in our possession, the new and contracted line fini shed and ready for de­
fence, so that General Slocum can hold it against Hood's whole army. The 
bridge across the Olw.ttahoochee, which was carried away by the freshet, will be 
done by to-morrow, and I will put ten thousand (10,000) men at work at once 
to replace the ties burned by the enemy, thirty. five thousand (35,000 ,) and have 
the road ready for the i1'on by thc time the construction train comes from the 
north. I almost share tllC pain of your wound with YO'l, but you know for quick 
work I canllot get along without you, and ask you, spite of pain, to keep your 
head clear and leave others to do yo II' bidding. Your presence alone saved to 
us Allatoona the day before yesterday, but t.his does not detract from the merit 
of tl~ e others. K eep me well advised, for I 1IOW think Hood will rath er swing 
against Atlanta and the Ohattahoochee bridge t.han against Kingston and the 
}<;lowah bridge; but he is eccentric, and I cannot guess his movements as I co uld 
those of J OhustOIl, who was a sensible man and only did sensible things. If 
Hood does not mind I will catch him in a worse snap than he has been in yet. 
R ome is of no value at all save as a flanl" D estroy its bridges and factories on 
the slightest provocation, aud cover the vital points of our roan. 

W. T. SHERMAN. 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIon OF THE ~ ISSISSIPPI, 
In tIle field, J(enesaw, October 7, 1864. 

General Cox: 
Oall in all yoU\' detachmellts, save th e one at Allatoonll, and be prepared for 

11 march. \Vhcn allreport.s are in, say about midnight. will senel you orders. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS :llIILI'I'ARY DI\-ISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,. 
In tllCfidd, J(enesaw, October 7, 1864. 

General HowARD: 
Don't move until flll'tbcr orders. I await further information from our cav­

aIry. 
W. 'I'. SHERMAN, 

l1iajor General Commanding. 
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ATLA .'iTA, October 7, 1864. 
Ml1j()r General SHERMAN: 

Everythino- is perfectly quiet here; the bridge wil~ be finished to night. Are 
you willing f should send a strong foraging party northeast? I think it can be 
safely done. 

H. W. SLOCUM, 
~JJI(tjor General. 

Rom:, GA., October 9, 1864. 
:iHajor General SHEIDIAN: 

Your despa tch to General Raum and myself, signed Dayton, is just received· 
The brid~cs across the Etowah have been effectually destroyed yesterday eve­
ning. Ail intell.igence I have indicates that Hood has not gone to Cedartown. 

I have just fini shed a new pontoon bridge over the Etowah, and have sent H, 

cavalry forc e to reconnoitre towards Cedartown I have my flanks and front 
well patrolled, an d cau g ive you more iuformation to·mOlTOw. 

JOHN i\L CORSE, 
B rigadier General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ~IT.~ SISSJPPJ , 
In tltefield, Allatoona , Octuber 9, 1864. 

:Major General HALLECK: 

General Hood crossed the Chattahoochee, and before I was convinced of his 
designs he had got across to Powder Spring. I immediately resolved to leave 
the 20th corps, General Slocum'S, at Atlanta, and push for jlarietta. I reached 
the Kenesaw mountain October 6, just in time to witnes~ at a di stance the 
attack on Allatoona. I had articipatei! this attack, and had orcl ered from Rome 
General Corse, with re-enforcements, and the attack was met and handsomely 
repul sed, the enemy losing some two hnndred (200) dead, and more than one 
thousand ( 1,000) wounded and prisoners. Our loss about seven hund red (700) 
in the aggregate. Th e enemy cap tured the small garrison at Dig Shanty and 
Ackworth, and burned about seven (7) miles of our raill·oad, but we have at 
Allatoona and Atlanta an abundance of provisions. Hood observing our ap­
proach, bas moved rapidly back to Dallas and Van 'Vert, alld I am watching 
him in case he tries to reach Kingston or Rome. Atlallta is perfectly secure to 
us, and th e army is better off ont here than in camp. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

CARTERSVILLB, GA., October 9, 1864. 
Captain L. i\f. DAYTON, A.D. C.: 
. A despatch just received from Resaca states that one thousand (1,000) rebel 
cavalry are between Villanow and Snake Creek Gap, and one hundred (100) 
guarding th e Gnp. Informat.ion received from citizens. A train was run off tmck 
near Dalton to·lJight-I suppose a construction train sent down to convey cross-
ties to Ackworth. . ' . 

G. B. RAUM, 
Brevet Brigadier General. 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TilE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Allatoona, October, 9, 1864. 

General CORSE, Rome: 
I am now here, and have troops so disposed that I can move them rapidly to 

Rome 01' Kingdoll, if needed, but I do not wish to move them fmtller to the rear. 
lYe have plenty of forage and provisions, and can repair the road long before 
om neeessities call for moreRupplies. 

Keep scouts <md spies well out about Cedartown and Centre, and give me no­
tice of Hood's movements. .If he goes to Blue mountain, let him go. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

ROME, October 9, 1864-7.30 p. lli. 


Major General SHERMA,\,: 


Your despatch received. The only indication of an enemy since my arrival 
here being the appearance of a cavalry force at Reynolds's ford, near KingeLon. I 
am ready to fly there in case they should attempt a crossing. I promise to keep 
you advised of anything transpiring west of Kingston; I can hardly say so much 
of the country around Canton. 

JOHN IVI. CORSE, 
Brigadier General. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Allatoona, October 9, 186,t. 


Major General TH(HIAS, Nas7wille: 

I came up here to relieve our road. 20th corps at Atlanta. Hood reached 

our road and broke it up between Big Shanty and Ackworth, and attacked 
Allatoona, but was repulsed. vVe have plenty of bread and meat, but forage 
scarcer. I want to destroy all the road below Chattanooga, including Atlanta, 
and make for the sea-coast. vVe cannot defend this long line of road. Replace 
all the ~uards Dn the road down as far as Chattanooga, and have a reserve force 
for the defence of Tennessee, and bring back your divisions of Newton and 
l\1org(1.n. IVe can ha.ve the road repaired in a week, and have plenty of grub 
in the mean time, but I expect Hood will make a break at Kingston, Rome, or 
some other point soon. Sorry that Forrest escaped. I doubt the necessity of 
repairing the road about Elk river and Athens, and suggest that you wait before 
giving orders for repairs. 

W. T. SHEILHAN, 
]Ylajor General Commanding. 

[Cipher.J 

IlEADQUARTER~ l\lILITARY DIVISION OF 'THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlteficld, Allatoona, Ga., October 9, 1864. 

Lient. General GRANT, City Point, Va.: 
It will be a physical impos~ibility to protect the roads, now that Hood, Forrest, 

W heeler, and the whole batch of devils, are turued loose without homc or habi­
tation. I think Hood's movements indicate a diversion to the end of the Selma 
and Tal.ladega railrofld, at Blue mountain, about sixty (60) miles southwest of 
Rome, from which he will threaten Kingston, Bridgeport, and Decatur, Alabama. 

I propose that we break up the railroad from Chattanoogfl, and strike out with 
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wagons for :!IIilledgeville, Millcn, and. Savannl1h. Until we can repopulate 
Gcoro-ia it is useless to occupy it, but the utter destruction of its roads, houses, 
aUG pcople will cripple their military l·esources. ~y att~mpting to ho](1 the 
ronds we will looe a thousand men mont.hly, and WIll gam no result. I can 
make the march and make Georgia howl. "'IVe have ovcr eight thousand (8,000) 
cattle and three million rations of bread, but no corn, but we can forage in the 
interior of the State. 

W. T. SHERiVIAN, 
lVIajm· Gt. ?lcral Commanding. 

ROME, GA., Octobel' 10, 1864. 
Major Gcneral SHERMAN: 

I have two (2) pontoon bridges-one across tbe EtowaL, leading south, and 
onc across the Oostanaula, leading west. I use the one across the Oostanaula 
to pass my infantry and cavalry pickets and patrols. I will push my cavalry 
out west and feel for the enemy strong. Upon their return I will Lave the 
bridge taken np at midnight and movc it up into town, unless you think other­
wise and onler to the contrary. Then I will destroy it at ollce. Further 
information by an escaped prisoner indicates that Hood is crossing the Coosa 
with his whole army. Hood's headquarters at present are at Cave Springs . 

JOHN M. CORSE, 
Brigadier General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, .A1la/oona, October 10, 1864. 

GENERAL: My last accounts put the enemy about Cedartown. and it is prudent 
we should be near him. You may march your army, embracing all detacbments 
and wagons, to and beyond Cartersville, and in case of Kingston being threatened 
you will hasten to tbat place, but not beyond without other orders. The other 
armics will follow provided wc get intelligence that makes it proper and neces­
sary. 

Yours, &c., 
W. '1'. SHEmfAN, / 

MayoI' General Commanding. 
General Cox, Com'dg Anny 0/ tlte Ohio . 

. [Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Allatoona, October 10, 18~4. 

General J. D. WEBSTER, Nashville: 
I want.all the recruits thllt arrive to be distributed to the three (3) armies in 

just proportion-say one-half to the Cumberland and one-qllarter to each of the 
Tennessee and Ohio. N ew regiments may guard road", but should be kept 
near Nash ville-that is, above tLe post of Stevenson and Pulaski-so as to be 
easily united into a good reserve force in case I leave Tennessee to itself and 
push for the sea. I have now beef and bread enough, but want to repair roads 
so as to send my sick and wounded back. Hood is near Cedartown, sonth of 
Rome, and my impTession is he will rendezvous at Blue monntain, the end of 
the Selma Il,nd Talladega road. He may strike at Kingston or Rome, or even 
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go np towards Bridgeport or Stevenson,. blft I rather think he will hang on our 
flanks as a threat. I will stay about here and Kingston till. onr road is finished 
or until Hood develops his game. 

W. T. SHE Ri\IAN, 
~M(Jjor General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE 1\IISSISSIPPI, 
in tlte field, Cartersville, October 10, 1864. 

General CORSE, Rome: 
Get yeur men into the strongest forts and hold them. All Illy army is 

marching hard, straight for Rome. The 23d corps is now near Cassville, and 
I will make th e others march to-night. Is not the Oostanauh too deep to be 
forded 1 I doubt if Heod will put bis army on this side the Oestanaula_ 

W . '1.'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

CARTERSVILLE, October 10, 1864. 
Capta;u L. 1\1. DAYTON, A. D. C.: 

Order the armies of the Cumberland and Tenncssee to Kingston with trains; 
the former to leave the details to repair the railroad, and the latter to bring 
aleng fifteen hundred (1,500) head of cattle, to march well into the night, and 
aim to reach Kingstun to-morrow. If any column en the march .overtakes the 
rear .of either, te take a road so as te pass reund. Bring .our headquarters te 
this place. Alse .order the cavalry te meve te Kingsten .or Reme. 

W. '1.'. SHERMAN, 
111ajor General. 

ROME, GA., October 10, 1864-6.25 a. m. 
lIIajer General SHERMAN: 

Negro just fromCoosavilie reports Hood crossing his army by pen teen briages 
te west bank .of Ceesa. His penteon trains arrived there lust night abeut dark. 
Negro says infantry, artillery, and cavalry have all passed over it during the 
nigh t. He thinks frem w hat he can learn t.hat they are coming to Reme. The 
prisoners captured eay they are geing te Kentucky, smashing Ollr read as they go. 

JO HN 1\1. CORSE, 
Bl"igadi~r General. 

' . 
J 

ROME, GA .. October 10, 1864. 
:Majer General SHERMAN: 

My spies and deserters repert the following, which is cerreberated in different 
ways: Hood arrived at Cedartown yesterday merning early, and remained till 
12 m., coekillg- two days' ra tions. Cemmenced cressing en twe penteen bridges 
at Ceosav ille at daylight this merning. Wheeler cressed .one· half his forces 
first, follewed by Lee's corps and Hardee, leaving Stewart's and the balance .of 
VlTheeLer's te cross to-merrew merning. Their destinatien is Huntsville, &c. 
They are te attack Rome at daylight, squelch me and get the steres j then cen­
tinue the jeurney. I have had men and wemen in and threugh their camps te­
day. They have varieus reperts, some of which I will repert. All headq uarters 
transpertation was sent te Blue mountain. The .object .of the trip is recruits 
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fr<lm Tennedsee. They number ttn thousand (10,000) cavali-y and thirty 
thousand (00,000) infantry. They bad twenty (20) days'rations when they 
left the CbaWthoochee. I will bold them as long as men can stand and guns 
can Rhoot. They have pushed their forces up against my pickets to night and 
are quite close. I will look to you for help and keep you advised. Have sent 
a few men to guide Garrard through. 

JOHN 1\1. CORSE, 
Brigadier General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:>l OF 'fHI': MISSISSIPPI, 

In tlwfield, CartC1'svil1e, Ga., October 10, 1864. 
General CORSE, Rome,' 

Forrest has been driven out of Tennessee by way of Florencc. Hood will 
hen.r of this and will not ventmc to attack you or to push up towards Lafayette. 
Still be all ready, and I will hurry up my men as f'l.st as they can march. 

W. '1'. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE 1\IISSISSIPPI, 

In tlteficld, Cw·ters1;ille, October 10, 1864. 
General GilA NT, City Point,' 

Despatch about 'Wilson just received. ilood is now crossing' Coosa twelve 
(12) miles below Rome, bound west. If he passes over to tIle lIIobile and Obio 
road, bad I not bet.tel' execute t.he plan of my letter sent by Colonel Porter, nnd 
leave Genei'll.! Thomas with the troops now in Tennessee to defend the Stat.e ? 

He will have an ample force when the re-enforcements ordereD reacll Nashviile. 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

lYlajor General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUAIlTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Cartersville, October 10, 1864. 
General THOMAS, Nashville,' 

Hood has crossed. the Coosa below Rome, and is now threntening that place. 
I am alBo marcbing for it. Collect all your command at some converging place, 
say Slevenson, and be prepared for anything. If he turns to Chattanooga, I 
will follow; but if he shoots off towards Tuscumbia, I will act according to my 
information of your strength. Call in all troops within your reach. 

W. '1'. SHERDIAN, 
frIajor General. 

[Cipher. ] 

N ASHVILLE, October 10,1864-12.30 p. m. 
Mfljor General SHER~lAN : . 

Your dcspatches of 12 m, and 5 p. m .. have been received. I cannot say 
positively thflt I call bold Hood with the present force I have and the re-Cll­
iOl'crmcnts expected, because I clo notlulow bow many re-enforcements are corning. 
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I will do my best, however, and, as you direct, will concentrate the infantry force 
about Stevenson and Huntsville, leaving a portion of the cavalry to watch the 
river between Decatur and Eastport. Have you given orders to vVaiilibu1'l1e, or 
am I to issue orders to him; and if under my command, where would you prefer 
that I s!lOuld place his troops? 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
lVIajor General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tkejield, Cartersville, Ga., October 10, 1864-4.5 p. m. 

General CORSE, Rome .. 

I am glad you have two bridges. Take up t.he one over the Oostanaula at 
the last moment of safety, and keep it, for I will want to use it. Hood would 
have attacked you before this if he intended to, for he must know I am near 
you. His cavalry at the Pumpkin Vine knew we were marching through the 
Pass. vVa~ch his movements close, and I think he will only throw a force 
towards Rome, to cover his movement either over towards the Tennessee or back 
to Georgia. Look out for our cavalry south of the Etowah at daylight. To 
get at Rome he must crOllS the Oostanaula ag'ain, and that will take him a whole 
day, and that will give me all the time I ask. I do not think he will attack 
Rome. 

W. T. SHERiYIAN, 
:Major General. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
ln tlzejield, Hingston, October 11, 1864-9.30 a. m. 

Generall'HoMAS, Nasl~ville .. 
Your despatch is just received. General Corse telegraphs that all is quiet at 

Rome, and he thinks the enemy gone, but don't know where. I will find out. If 
he goes back, of course I will also. If he goes to Blue mountain, I will remain 
here a short time. If he sends up towards Resaca or Lafayette, I will cut in 
behind from Rome. The bridges from Resaca to Atlanta are all down, and we 
can repair the break at Big Shanty in four (4) days. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
. Major dcneral. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwjield, King8ttm, October 11, 1864-10 a. m. 

COMMA~DING OFFICER. Resaca .. . 
In case you are threatened yon should concentrate your force at the forts at 

the bridge. Have abatis made at once on the land side. Keep a strong cav­
alry picket at Snake Creek Gap. As long as the Oostanaula is high, thEl troops 
at Adairsville and Calhoun should go to Resaca. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 
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[Cipher. ] 

HE ADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TilE i\fISSISSIPI'I, 
In tlwfield, K.ingston, October 11, 1864-10 a. m. 

Lieut. General GRANT, City Point, Va.: 
Hood moved his army from Pametto Station across by Dallas and Cedartown, 

and is now on the Coosa river south of Rome. He threw one corps on my road 
at Ackworth, and I was forced to follow. I hold Atlanta with the 20th corps, 
and have strong detachments along my line. These reduce my active force to 
a comparative small army. We cannot remain now on the defensive. W'ith 
twenty-five thousand (25,000) men and the bold cavalry he has, he can con­
~tantly break my road. I would infinitely prefer to make a wreck of the roa~l 
and of the country from Chattanooga to Atlant.a, including the latter city, seud 
back all my wounded and worthless, and with my effective army move through 
Georgia, smashing things to the sea. Hood may turn in to Tennessee and Ken­
tucky, but I believe he will be forced to follow me. Instead of being on the 
defensi ve, I wonld be on the offensive. Instead of guessing at what he means to 
do, he would have to guess at my plans. The difference in war is full twenty­
five (25) per cent. I can make Savannah, Charleston, or the month of the 
Chattn.hoochce, (Appalachicola.) Answer quick, as I know we will not have the 
tel egraph long. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In the field, Kingston, October 11, 1864-12 m. 
General J. E. SMITH, Cartersville: 

Look at the condition of your trains, for I may pick np your division entire 
and make a move on a larger scale than my Meridian trip I think Hood has 
gone or will go to Blue mountain. Don't accumulate much baggage or provi­
sion at your posts. As a rule, keep on hand only what you can haul. 

. W. T. SHERMAN, Major General. 

ROME, GA., October 11, 1864-11.30 p. m. 
31ajor General SHERMAN: 

A scout has just arrived who was fourteen (14) miles ont on Summerville 
road. He reports 'Martin's division as camping last night about 7 o'clock at 
Farmer's bridge, over the Armuchee river. Could hear of no other troops, but 
citizens say Hardee crossed the Coosa river at Coosa ville, and that the move- ' 
ment on this place was merely a feint to cover other movements. A small party 
crossed the Oostanaula this morning inquiring for Calhoun. He knows of no 
force about Snake Creek Gap nor Villanow. Things are mixed. Take these 
reports for what they are worth and draw your own conclusions. As soon as I 
gl':t further information, will advise you. 

JNO. M. CORSE, 
Brigadier General. 

KINGSTON, October 12, 1864-11.30 p, m. 
Major General SHERMAl" : 

Resaca was attacked to-day by the enemy's infantry. Colonel vVatkinli 
evacuated Calhoun and crossed his men to Resaca, leaving horses on this side. 
At 10 o'clock to-night musketry was still heard. I started from Calhoun to­
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day Ilnd found roaa broke above Adairsville, and repaired it. LeftColonel Ranm 
with three hundred and £fty (350) infantry at Calhoun to try to communicate. 
Loaded up all the abandoned commissaq stores and brought them here with 
three locomotives and trains, that are now ready to take troops up the road it 
you desire to send any. I also placed garrisons in the block-houses that had 
been abandoned. 

The snmmons to surrender is signed, "J. B. H00d, Gen'l," and closes by 
saying, "If the place is carried by assault no prisoners will be taken." Our 
men did not see it. If I hear anything more I will Eend you word. One regi­
ment of enemy's infantry passed through Calhoun an hour before I got there. 

E. M. McCOOK, 
Brigadier General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MI~SISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, Rome, Ga., October 13, 1864. 

Colonel DEA:'J, Kingston: 
Hold fast all supplies and guard them well until we know exactly what course 

things take. Don't send the cars until you give time for the troops to reach 
Adairsville. It will be morning, I suppose, before they reach there, though I 
will order General Howard to push a division to-night. Keep me well advised, 
and ask General Rauill to do the same. I have already caused thei·r cavalry to 
lie driven below Coosllville, capturing two gune, and have no doubt the columns 
now out will disturb Hood. I want him to be held at Resaca until I get there, 
though I suppose he will succeed or be off. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
NI~ajor General. 

Rt:SACA, October 13, 1864. 
lIIajor General SHERMAN: 

The enemy in heavy force are now Ilround this place, their right resting on 
the river west, and their left on the river east. I have made such disposition as 
I feel sure will result in the defeat of the enemy. Instead of a brigade having 

,,) 
been left by the 17th army corps to re-enforce this place, one regiment, the 10th 
Illinois, is with me. I trust that re-enforcements will be hurried here as soon as 
possible. I think, by placing a battery on the left bank of the river, opposite 
the right of the enemy, that his position will be enfiladed. A pontoon bridge 
is now over the stream. I have seht the cavalry horses, train and cars, nnder 
the protection of two hundred (200) cavalry. 

G. B. RAUM, 
Brevet Brigadier General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In th.e field , Rome, Ga., October 13, 1864. 
General HOWARD: 

r' Start at once for Resaca. I have word from General Raum that he 8till 
hulds the place, but needs help. He says you did not leave a brigade at Kings­
ton, in consequence of which he has not been re-enforced. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 
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IIEADQt;ARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TIJI<: MISSISSIPPI, 
In tkefield, Rome, Ga., October 13, 1864. 

General STA:-ILEY : 

, March for Resaca at once, taking the road by Maguire's. I have word from 

Colonel Raum that he holds the place. 


W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Geneml. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in the field, Rome, Ga., October 13, 1864. 

General Cox: 
I have word from Resaca. General Raum holds the place, but needs help. 

vVe must f'tllrt at once. I suppose by the time you get this you will know if 
that bridge is gone. If so come, at once, and follow General Stanley, who 
marches by the UalllOuu road. 

Yours, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MII,ITARY DIVISION O~· THE MISSISSIPPI. 
In the field, Rome, Ga., October 13, 1864. 

General RAUM, Resaca: 
Have flS many bridges finished for our use as yon can by to-morrow mnrning. 

Also gain all possible intelligence of the movements of the enemy. A8certflin 
if Snake Creek Gap be held in force or not, and, generally, everything that will 
enable me to arrive at a correct judgment. 

Try and get a messenger through the mountains with as much verbal intelli­
gence as possible of our movements. I will try and get through to-day. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lYIajor General. 

ATLANTA, October 13, 1864-4.15 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I am convinced Hood has taken all his troops from our front except a smllll 
cavalry forc,e left near Sandtown. I have sent four hundred (400) wagons for 
forage to Somth river, expect them in this eveniug j they are well guarded. If 
they come in safely, I shall send again at once. Our new line is well ad vancf>d 
and very strong. The cattle are here. 

. . H. W. SLOCUM, 
Major General. 

'. 
RESACA, October 13, 1864. 


Major General SHERMAN: 

I got those men into Resaca, and the railway and telegraph all right. 

think all the enemy' will have left here by clayight, and that they have gone 
north a}ong the road, burning and destroying it as they go. All my cavalry 
will follow at daybreak to watch their movements. 

General Ra.um is ~atisfied Hood was here in person with two corps. 
E. M. McCOOK, 

Brigadier General. 

I 
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO" OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tkeficld, Resaca, Ga., October 14, 1864. 

Colonel DEAN, Kin!{ston: 
Yours to Colonel Ewing received. Enemy have left here, and are moving 

north, on the railroad, and are also in Snake Creek Gap. Cavalry has pursued 
them beyond Dalton. It is Hood's whole army. 

L. M. DAYTON, Aide-de-Camp. 

RESACA, October 14, 1864-6.50 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

Just received despatch from Dalton. Cavalry dashed in there and capt,ured 
ten (10) prisoners. Stewart's corps one and a half (1~) mile" from there. Hood 
has divided his forces, one-half going towards the tunnel, tearinO' up the road, 
the other going towards Dug Gap. 0 

E. M. McCOOK, 
Brigadier General. 

RESACA, October 14, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

f am here and collecting my troops. Stanley has passed towards 'l'ilton. 
Reconnoissance of infantry and cavalry has gone to Snake Creek Gap. 

O. O. HOWARD, Major General. 

CHATTANOOGA, October 14, 1864-9 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I went to Dalton yesterday, hut could get no further, and fonnd the enemy 
advancing on that place. I retnrned to Cleveland, bringing the trains and public 
property. General 'rhomas then ordered me to concentrate at Chattanooga the 
troops of Cleveland, Ringgold, and intermediate posts, and to take command 
here. I am now acting under his orders. It is reported that Dalton was cap­
tured yeswrday, but I doubt the truth of the report. The enemy does not 
appear to be advancing on this place, I will push out to-morrow and try to 
develop his strength and movements. There are now troops enough here to 

• 	 make the place secure, and more are expected to-night. 
I forward despatches from General Grant. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major General. 

,Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, near Vdlanow, October 15, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD, Chattanooga: 
Despatch received . I am pushing straight for Hood, wherever he may be. 

Do the same with whatever force you have, and let us run him down. I am 
!lOW on his trail, and will follow it. We pUBhed Lee's corps through Snack 
Creek Gap to-day, and at Villanow I will find out where he is going to, and will 
follow him, no matter where. 

Get in comm',mication with me as soon as possible. We hold Atlanta and the 
road up to Resaca. The break at Big Shanty must be nearly done. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

http:1864-6.50


228 IlEPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL SHERMAN 

HEAlJQrARTl<:RS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlwfield, Rome, Ga., October 13, 1864. 

General STA:-ILEY: 

, ~farch for Resaca at once, taking the road by Maguire's. I have word from 

Colonel Raum that he holds the place. 


w. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

HEADllUARTERS MJI,ITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in the field, Rome, Ga., October 13, 1864. 

General Cox: 
I have. word from Resaca. General Raum holds the place, but needs help. 

vVe must start at once. I suppose by the time you get this you will know if 
that bridge is gone. If so come, at once, and follow General Stanley, who 
marches by the Calhoun road. 

Yours, 
w. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Rome, &a., October 13, 1864. 

General RAUM, Resaca: 
Have as many bridges finished for our use as yon can by to-morrow ID()rning. 

Also gain all possible intelligence of the movements of the enemy. Aw'~rtain 
if Snake Creek Gap be held in force or not, and, generally, everything that will 
enable me to arrive at a correct judgment. 

Try and get a messenger through the mountains with as much verbal inteI;i­
gence as possible of our movements_ I will try and get through to-day. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
:Major General. 

ATLANTA, October 13, 1864-4.15 p. ID. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I am convinced Hood has taken all his troops from our front except a small 
cavalry for("'e left near Sandtown. I have sent four hundred (400) wagons for 
forage to SOlilth river, expect them in this eveniug; they are well guarded. If 
they come in safely, I shall send again at once. Our new line is well advanced 
and very strong. The cattle are here. 

. . H. W . SLOCUM, 
Major General . 

.. 
RESACA, October 13, 1864. 

Major General SHERMAN: 
I got those men into ReBaca, and the railway and telegraph all right. 

think all the enemy will have left here by dayight, and that they have gone 
north along the road, burning and destroying it as they go. All my cavalry 
will follow at daybreak to watch their movements. 

General Raum is eatisfied Hood was here in person with two corps. 
E. M. McCOOK, 

Brigadier General. 

I 

http:1864-4.15


229 REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL SHERMAN 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO:\l OF THE MISSI~SIl'PI, 
1ft the field, Resaca, Ga., October 14, 1864. 

Colonel DEAN, Kingston: 
Yours to Colonel Ewing received. Enemy have left here, and are moving 

north, on the railroad, and are also in Snake Creek Gap. Cavalry has pursued 
them beyond Dalton. It is Hood's whole army. 

L. M. DAYTON, Aide-de-Camp. 

RESACA, October 14, 1864--6.50 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

Just received despatch from Dalton. Cavalry dashed in there and captured 
ten (10) prisoners. Stewart's corps one and a half (12-) miles from there. Hood 
has divided his forces, one-half going towards the tunnel, tearing up the road, 
the other going towards Dug Gap. 

E. M. McCOOK, 
Brigadier General. 

RESACA, October 14, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I am here and collecting my troops. Stanley has passed t{)wards Tilton. 
Reconnoissance of infantry and cavalry has gone to Snake Creek Gap. 

O. O. HOWARD, Major General. 

CHATTANOOGA, October J 4, 1864-9 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I went to Dal ton yesterday, but could get no further, and found the enemy 
advancing on that place. I returned to Cleveland, bringing the trains and public 
property. Gcneral 'Thomas then ordered me to concentrate at Chattanooga the 
troops of Cleveland, Ringgold, and intermediate posts, and to take command 
here. I am HOW acting under his orders. It is reported that Dalton was cap­
tnr(~d yesterday, but I doubt the truth of the report. The enemy does not 
appear to be advancing on this place. I will push out to-morrow and try to 
develop his strength and movements. 'l'here are now troops enough here to 

• 	 make the place secure, and more are expected to-night. 
I forward despatches from General Grant. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major General. 

rCipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, near Vdlanow, Octoher 15, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD, Chattanooga: 
- Despatch received. I am pushing straight for Hood, wherever he may be. 

Do the same with whatever force you have, and let us run him down. I am 
now 011 his trail, and will follow it. We pUflhed Lee's corps through Snack 
Creek Gap to-day, and at Villanow I will find out where he is going to, and will 
fullow him, no matter where. 

Get in comm'mication with me as soon as possible. vVe hold Atlanta and the 
road up to Resaca. 'The break at Big Shanty must be nearly done. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

http:1864--6.50
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ROME, October 15, 1864. 
Major General SHEllMAN: 

sent two brigades, one section of artillery, and one regiment of cavalry 
towards Summerville, liS directed. Struck the enemy three miles above tllere. 
at the bridge where they showed artillery and strollg line. Captured Gl>lleral 
Allen, inspector gE'neral, who says there arl\ three brigades of cavalry at the 
bridge. and Wbeeler's command near Dirttown. Oitizens report Hood is now 
coming buck, and that there is infantry near Summerville. vVill advise you 
further. 

JNO. M. OORSE, 
Brigadier General. 

OHATTANOOGA, October 15, 1864-]2 midnight. 
:M:ajor General SHEllMAN: 

I have illformation that the enemy, a corps of infantry and Wheelr.r's cavalry, 
moved west from Dalton yesterday. The railroad is destroyed to near Tunnell 
hill. Oolonel VlTright will start parties to repair it in the morning. I am dis· 
posing the troops to protect the road from this place to Bridgeport, and reopen 
the wuy to Resaca. 

J. M. SOHOFIELD, 
1I1ajur General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIOl'f 01' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, near Villanow, Ga., October It), 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD: 
We took Ship's Gap to-day, capturing a part of the 24th Soutb Oarolina· 

'1\1'0 corps are represented at Lafayette, and one went south from Villanow· 
They obstructed Snake Oreek pass to delay our trains. but by to-morro'\' 1 can 
move in any direction. I want the first positive fact that Hood contem­
plates an invasioll of Tennessee. Invite him to do so. Send him a free pass _ 
in. Reoccupy the railroad, and put the constrnction corps to work to repair the 
break from the 'l'ennes~ee to Resaca. I will get my trains up here and move 
according to the best information I can get. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
~lYIajor General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MII.ITARY DIVISION OF TIU: MISSISSIPPI, 
in the field, .."ltip's Gap, Ga., October 16, 1864. 

General THOMAS, Nashville: 
Send me Davis and Newton's old divisiuns. Re-establidh the road. and 1 

will follow Hood wherever he may go. I think be will move to Blue mountain. 
VVc can maintain Ollr men and animals on the .country. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General_ 
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[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS 1YIILlTARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Slup's Gap, Ga., October 16, 1864. 

Major Genernl H. W. HALLECK, Washing ton, D. C.: 
I got the despatch in cipher about providing me a place to come out on salt 

water, but the cipher is imperfect, and I cannot make out whether Savannah or 
,Mobile be preferred; bllt I also want to know if YOIl are willing that I should 
destroy At.lanta and the railroarl. Hood broke eight (8) miles of road at Big 
Shanty, and about fifteen (15) from Resaca to the tunneL 'l'he break at Big 
Shanty is repaired, but the other will take some time. I now have a position 
where I don't care which way he moves. I think the rebels will now go back 
south. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major Gener(tl. 

ATLANTA, October 17, 1864. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

I have a Mont.gomery paper of the l~th . The despatches from Hood, as well 
as the editiorials, &tatc that Beauregard is with Hood, and that the army is going 
to cross the T ennessee river. . 

H. W. SLOCUM, 
Major General. 

NASHVILLE, October 17, 1864-10.30 a. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

Your despatch from Ship's Gap, 5 p. m., just received. Schofield, whom I 

flaced in command of the two divisions, Wagner's and Morgan's, was to move up 
Jookout valley this a. m. to intercept Hood should he be marching for Bridge­

port. I will order him to join you with the two divisions and reconstruct the 
road as S00n as possible. Will also re-organize the guards for posts and block­
houses. The latter is a difficult undertaking, as several of the regiments all 
that duty are clamorous to be sent home to be mustered out of service, and 
new regiments and recruits don't arrive rapidly enough to relieve them. I am 
accomplishing the work, however, as fa st as possible. 

Mower and v\"ilson have arrived and are on their way to join you. I hope 
you will adopt Grant's idea of turning -Wilson loose rather than undertake the 
plan of a march with the whole force through Georgia to the sea, inasmuch as 
General Grant cannot co-operate with you as at first arranged. 

GEO. H. 'l'HOMAS, 
... Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEAD(lUARTEHS MILITARY DIVISIO:ll OF THI': MISSISSIPPI , 
In the field, SMp's Gap, Ga., October 17, 1864. 

General SCHOFIELD: 
Your despatch is received. Hood is not at Deer Head Cove. 'Ve occupy 

Ship's Gap and Lafayette. Hood is moving south via Summerville, AIJJille, 
and Gadsden. If he enters Tennessee it will be to the left of IIuntsville, but 
I thillk he has given up all such idea. I want the road repaired to Atlanta, the 
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sick and wounded sent north of the Tennessee, my nrmy recomposed, and I will 
make the interior of Georgia feel the weight of war. · It is folly for us to be moving 
our armies on the reports of scouts and citizens. We must maiutain the offen­
sive. Your fir~t move on Trenton and Valley Head was right; the move to 
defend Caperton's Ferry is wrong. Notify General Thomas of these my views. 
vVe must follow Hood till he is beyond reach of mischief, and then resume the 
offensive. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
MajO?' General. 

HEADQUARTERS :MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISBIPPI, 
In tlwfield, Sltip's Gap, Ga., October 17, 1864. 

General CORSE, Rome: 
We occupy Ship's Gap and Lafayette. and will move to-morrow on Summer­

ville. General Garrard is sent to Dirttown. I want you to show your cavalry 
and some infantry about Coosaville, and to keep up communication with General 
Garrard, and if a chance offers to your small force, to hit some part of Hood's 
army in flank. I think he will move via Summerville and Alpine on Gadsden. 

At Chattanooga they expect him at Caperton's Ferry, 'which is absurd. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQGARTERS MILITARY DIVISlOiV OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tkefield, Ship's Gap, Ga., October 17, 1864. 

General THOJ'vIAS, Nashville: 
Hood won't dare go into Tennessee. I hope he will. We now occupy Ship's 

Gap and Lafayette, and Hood is retreating towards Alpine and Gadsden. I am 
moving General Garrard to-day to Dirttown, and will move General Corse out 
to Coosaville, and with the !:lain army move on Summerville. 

If Hood wants to go "into Tennessee, west of Huntsville, let him go, and then 
we can all turn on him, and he cannot escape. The gunboats call break any 
bridge he may attempt above Decatur. If he attempts to cross, let him do so in " 
part, and then let a gunboat break through his bridge. I will follow him to 
Gadsden, and then want my whole army united for the grand move into 
GeO!·~ia. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

[Cipher.J 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tkefield, Skip's Gap, Ga., October, 17, 1864. 

General THOMAS, Nashville: 
To-morrow I move on Summerville. Hood is not going to enter 'rennessee· 

Keep up enough force to watch the river below and at the shoals, and let all the 
rest march towards me, or to re-enforce the railroad. Order, in my name, the 
renewal of the attempt to get Eastport, and ask Admiral Porter, if necessary, 
to seud up an iron-clad. 

·We should command the Tennessee river up to Muscle shoals perfectly. 
will follow Hood to and below Gadsden. He cannot maintain" an army north of 

1 
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the Tennessee, eRpecially if we hold Eastport, and thereby control or threaten 
the railroad from Corinth to Decatur, which I am told has been partially restored 
by Forrest, who is not now with Hood. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

J [Cipher. ] 

CHATTA:VOOGA, October 17, 1864-11 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

U nle8s I receive further orders from you, or such information as renders it 
unwise, I will march to-morrow with Morgan's and Wagner's division, v'ia Hossville 
and Gordon's mills, and join you as SOOIl as practicable. I will bring as many 
beef cattle as the troops can take care of. My scouts report no enemy west of 
Lookout mountain to-day. 'l'hey report Bird aud Dug Gaps held by rt'bel cav­
alry. Colonel Warner is here. I have no later information from you than 
what he brought. 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major General. 

[Cipher.] 

NEW ORLEANS, October 18, 1864. 
Major General SHERMA:Ii: 

I learn by intercepted despatch from Jeff. Davis to Kirby Smith, dated at Mont­
gomery on the 30th, that the orders to cross the Mississippi had been l'eceived. 
I presume that duplicate of this despatch has reached Kirby Smith, as Magruder's 
force, about eighteen or twenty thousand (18,000 or 20,000) men, suddenly left 
General Steele's front and moved in the direction of the Washita river. I have sent 
it fast boat to communicate this intelligence to the troops and gunboa;s on the 
river,and, as I have now about eight thousand (8,000) troops afloat, and will 
at once increase the number, I think the crossing can be prevented. 'rhe cross­
ing will probably be attempted in the neighborhood of Gaines's landing 

ED. R S. CANBY, 
Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

NASHVILLE, October 18, 1864-1 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I have received your despatch from Ship's Gap of yesterday noon. Am 
rrady to carry out your orders shonld Hood attempt to come into Tennes8ee. 
General Wilson will take a dnplicate of this to you, and will explain my views 
on your plan of operations. 'l'elegraphed to General Grant and hb replies and 
suggestions to you. There is one thing, however, I don't wish-to be in com­
mand of the'defence of Tennessee, unless you and the authorities in Washing­
ton deem it absolutely necessary. 
, Major General Mower has arrived and has reported for orders. I have advised 
him to remain here until he hears from you, not knowing but that you may 
still wish to place him at Eastport. I heard from Generals Granger and Crox­
ton last night, who report nothing new of the movements of the enemy. Mor­
gan's and ""Vagner's divisions leave Chattanooga to-day to report to you, escort­



•
234 REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL SHEmIAN. 

iug about eight thousand (8,000) beef cattle for the army. The nece~sary 
orders have been given for the repairs of the ,railroad. It will be completed as 
rapidly as pos8ihle. I have arranged with Lieutenant Green, commanding gun­
lloat fleet 011 the lower Tennessee, to patrol the river fiB f,u' np as Eastport. 
Lieutenant Gra1'sford, commanding between Bridgeport and Decatur, patrols 
that portion of the riY(~r daily, and co-operates with me very cordially. I believe 
aftitirs north of the 'l'ennessee river are getting into much better sliape, and 
I hope to join you again very soon. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
lYIajor General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTER,; MILITAHY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tkefield, Summerville, Ga., OctobeT 19, 1864-12 m. 

Major General HALLECK, 'Washington, D. C.: 
Hood has retreated rapidly by all roads leading south. Our advance columns 

are now at Alpine and Mellville Post Office. I shall pursue him as far as 
Gaylesville. The enemy will not venture towards Tennessee, except around 
by Decat.ur. I propose to send the 4th corps back to General Thomas, and 
leave him with that corps, the garrisons and new troops to defend the lille of 
the Tenne£see, and with the rest to pnsh into the heart of Georgia and come 
out at Savannah, destroying all the railroads of the State. 

The break at Big Shanty is repaired, and that about Dalton should be in ten 
(10) days. We find abundance of forage in the country. 

W. 'r. SHERMAN, 
lYlojoT General Commanding. 

[Cipher. J 

HEADQUARTERS lIflLITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, Sumrnerville, Ga., October 19, 1864. 

General G. H. THOMAS, Nashville, Tennessee: 
Make a report to me as soon as possible of what troops you now have in 

Tennessee; what are expected, and how disposed. I propose, with the armies of 
the T en nessee, the Ohio, and two corps of yours, to sally forth and make a hole 
in Georgia and Alabama that will be hard to mend. Hood has little or no bag­
gage, and will escape me. He canllot invade 'l'ennessee, except to the west of 
Huntsville. I want the gunboats and what troops are on the 'l'ennessce to be 
most active up at the head of navigation. I want General Wilson and General 
Mower with me, and would like Genen.l McCook's division made up to twenty­
five hundred (2,500) men mounted. I will send back into Tennessee the 4th 
corps, all dismounted cavalry, all sick and wounded, and all incumbrances what­
ever, except what I can haul in om' wagons, and will, probably, about November 
1, break up the railroad and bridges, destroy Atlanta, and make a break for 
Mobile, Savannah, or Charleston. I want you to remain in Tennessee and 
take command of all my division not actually present with me. Hood's army 
may be set down at forty thousand, (40,000,) of' all arms, fit for duty; he may 
folluw me or turn against you. If yon can defend the line of the 'l'ennessee in 
my ab,;ence of three (3) months, is all I aek. 

W. T. SHERMAM, 
Major General. 

http:Decat.ur
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[Cipher. ] 

HEADqUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO" OF THE l\fISSISSIPPI, 
In tlw field, Summerville. Ga., October 19, 1864. 

Colonel 1" C. EASTO:'l, Chiif Quartermaster, Chattanooga: 
Go in person to superintend the repairs of the railroad, and make all orders 

in my name that will expedite its completion. I want it finished to bring back 
to Chattanooga th e sick, wounded. and surplus trash. On the 1st of November 
1 wan t nothing in front of Chattanooga ~ave what we can u~e as food and cloth­
ing and haul in Ollr wagons. 'rhere is plenty of corn in the country, and we 
only want forage for the posts. I allow ten (10) days to do all this, by which 
time I expect to be near Atlanta. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADqUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Summerville. Ga, October 19,1864. 

Colonel A. BECKWITH, Chiif COWl. Sub. and A.r:t'g Q. M., A. tlanta, Ga.: 
Hood will escape me. I want to prepare for my big raid. On the 1st of 

November I want nothing in Atlanta but what is necessary to war. Send all 
trash to the rear at once and have on hand thirty (30) days' food and but little 
forage. I propose to abandon Atlanta and the railroad back to Chattanooga, 
and sally forth to ruin Georgia and bring up on the sea-shore. Make all dis­
positions accordingly. I will go down the Coosa until sure that Hood has 
gone to Blue mountain. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Summerville, Ga., October 19, 1864. 

GEN ERA L: At some more leisure time I will record the facts relating to Hood's 
attack on my communications. H e has partially succeeded, from the superior 
mobility of his columns. moving withont food or wagons. I now have him turned 
back, and am pushing him until he will not dare turn up Will's valley without 
having me at his rear, and the Tennessee at his front. My opinion is he will 
go to Blue mountain, the terminus of the Selma and Talladega road, where he 
Ilnd Beauregard will concoct new mischief. 

tVe must not be on the defensive, and I now consider myself Iluthorized to 
e1ecute my plan to destroy the railroad from Chattanooga to Atlanta, including 
the latter city, (modified by General Grant from Dalton, &c.,) strike out into the 
heart of Georgia. and make for Charle!:'ton, Savannah, or the month of Appala­
chicola. GeDel'al Grant prefers the middle one. Savannah, and I understand you 
to prefer Selma and the Alabama. I must have alternatives, else, being confined 
to one route, th e enemy might 80 oppose that delay aud want would trouble me ; 
but. having alternatives, I can take so eccentric a course that no general can 
guess at my objective. '1'her{'fore, when you heal' I am off have lookouts at 
Morris island, South Carolina, Ossabaw sound. Georgia, Pensacola and Mobile 
bays. I will turn up somewhere, and believe I can take Macon, Milledgeville, 
Augqsta, and Savannah, Georgia, and wind up with closing the neck back of 
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Charleston, so that they will starve out. 'This movement is not purely military 
or strnt"gic, but it will illustrate the vulnerability of the south. They don't 
know what war means i but when the rich planters of the Oconee and Savannah 
see their fence,;. and corn, and hogs, and sheep vanish before t.heir eyes, they 
will h:lVe something more than a mean opinion of th ,~ "Yanks." Even now our 
poor mules laugh at the fine cornfields, and our soldiers riot on chestnuts, sweet 
potatoes, pigs, chickens, &c. 'l'ile poor people come to me alld beg us for their 
lives i but my customary answer is, "Your friends have broken our railroads which 
supplied us bountifully, and you caunot suppose our soldiers will suffer when 
there is abundance within reach." 

It will take ten (10) days to finish up onr roadH, during which I will eat out 
t.his fhtnk and along down the Coosa, and then will rapidly pllt into execution 
"the piau." In the mean time I ask that you give to General Thomas all the 
troops YOll can spare Jf the new levies, that he may bold the line of the Tennes­
see during my absence of say ninety (90) days. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major General. 
Major Gcneral H. ,V. HALLECK, 

Washin,lfton, D. G. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION 0[1 THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Summerville, Ga., October 1!J, 1364. 

General WILSON, Gltiif if Cavalry, Nashville: 
Gelleral Garrard has abont twenty-five hundred (2,500) cavalry, General Kil­

patrick fifteen hundred, (1,500,) General McCook six hundred, (GOO ;) there may 
be about one thousand (1,000) other cavalry with my army. These embrace all 
t.he cavalry ready for battle. I wish you would see Generals Johnston and 
'l'homas, bring to me about twenty-five hundred (2,500) new cavalry, and then 
go to work to make up three divisions, each of twenty-five hundred, (2,500,) for 
the bardest fighting of the war. I am going into the very bowels of the Con­
federacy, and propose to lea ve a trail that will be rccognized- fifty years hence. 

W. T. BHERlHAN, 
Major GeneTal Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Summerville, Ga., Octobe'r :20, 1864. 

GENERAL: I think I have thought over the whole field of the futl\l'e, and 
bcing now authorized to act, I want all thillgs bent to the following general plan 
of action for the next three months: 

Ont of the forces now here and at Atlanta I propose to organize an efficient 
arruy of sixty to sixty-five thousand (60,000 to 65,000) men, with which I pro­
pose to destroy Macon, Augusta, and it maybe Savannah and Charleston i but I 
will always keep open the alternatives of the mouth of the Appalachicola and 
Mobile. By this 1 propose to demonstrate the vulnerability of the south, and 
make its inhabitants feel that war and individual ruin are synonymous terms. 
'1'0 pursue Hood is folly, for he can twist and turn like a fox Il.nd wear out nny 
army in pursuit i to continue to occupy long lines of milroads simply exposes 
our small detachments to be picked up in detail, and forccs me to make coulHer­

.I 
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marches to protect lines of communication. I know I am right in IIIis, and 
shall proceed: t.o its maturity. As to details, I propose to take General Howard 
and his army, General Schofield and his, and two of your corps, ziz: Genernls 
Davis's and Slocum's. I propose to remain along the Coosa watching Hood un­
til all my preparations are mane, viz: until I have repaired the railroad, sent 
back all surplus men and material, and stripped for the work. Then I will send 
General Stanley, with the 4th corps, across by 'Vills' valley and Caperton's to 
Stevenson, to report to you. If you send me five or six t1lOusand (5,000 or 
6,000) new conscripts, I may also send back one of General Slocum's or Davis's 
divisions, but I prefer to maintain organizations. I want you to retain command 
in Tennessep, and before starting I will give you uelegaled authority over Ken­
tucky, and Mississippi, Alabama, &c., whereby there will be unity of action be­
hind me. I will want you to hold Chattanooga and Decatur in force, and on 
ilie occasion of my departure, of which you will have ample notic0, to watch 
Hood close. I think he will follow me, at least with his cavalry, in which 
event I want YUll to push south from Decatur and the head of the Tennessee 
for Columbus, Mississippi, and Selma, not absolutely to reach those points, but 
to divert or pursue according to the state of facts. If, however, Hood turns on 
you, you mus~ act defensively on the line of the Tennessee. I will ask, and 
you may al80 urge, that at the same time General Canby act vigorously up 
the Alabama river. 

I do not fear that the southern army will again make a lodgement on the lHis­
sissippi, for past events demonstrate how rapidly armies can be raised in the 
northwest on that question, and how easily handled and supplied. The only 
hope of a southern success is in the remote regions difficult of access. We 
have now a good entering wedge, and should drive it home. It will take some 
time to complete these details, aud I hope to hear from you in the mean time. 
We must preserve a large amount of secrecy, and I may actually change the 
ultimate point of arrival, but not the main object. 

I am, &c., 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

}}lajor General Commanding. 
Major Geneml 'THOMAS, 

Commanding Department if the Cumberland. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, Gaylesville, Ala., October 21, 1864. 

General CORSE: 
I have received your 1I0te, and am glad of the fair prof'pect of things both at 

hO'JIe and with us. Hood retreated with more precipitancy than I had first 
supposed, and I learn that the day you and General Cox moved out of Rome 
we ~tampeded the train back to Blue mountain. I now have my infantry up 
to Little river and at Cedartown, and the mass about here. I will push cav­
alry well down towards Gadsden, and want a pontoon bridge at Cedartown. 
Send your spare one down with the knowledge that it will be destroyed when 
we are done with it. Inasmuch as the boats may be fired on, I want you to 
send your cavalry and one or two brigades of illfantry down by Van's valley, 
Cave spring, and the Centre road, to cover the movement. As soon as I get 
the bridge I will occupy Centre, after eating out this Chattanooga valley, which 
we find rich in forage, and some potatoes, hogs, chickens, &c. I explain to the' 
people that we have abundance of provision at the north; that we have good 
roads to our rear, and that we design to supply our own wants; but Hood has 
broken our road, and we must make it off the country. I think we can save 
enough forage to pay for the repairs. I don't want too much accumulation at 
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Rome or anywhere, for I design something else j but we will send our trains into 
and through Rome to meet us elsewhere in a few day~. Telegraph to Chatta­
nooga. to send all mails and express matter to this army via Rome. I have or· 
dered a eonrier line back. I want you to establish one forward, say to Coosaville. 
Order the boats in descending to destroy or bring along all boats, canoes, floats ; &c., 
&c. Let them be armed and OJ'flered to proceed with caution. Find for me, if you 
can, where the steamboats that are above the T cn Islands are now sunk. I may 
gct them up or furthcr destroy them. Continue to give daily budgets of news, 
and keep all the posts advised of our whereabouts. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
lIt[ajOT General Commanding. 

rCipher. ] 

HEADQuARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlte field, Gaylesville, Ala., October 20. 1864. 

General SLOCUM, Atlanta, Ga.: 
I have your despatch of the 18th. Use all yonr energies to send to the reilr 

everything not needed for the grand march. I will take your corps along. \Ve 
will need one and a half million rations of bread, colfee, sugar, and salt, half a mil­
lion rations of salt meat, and all else should be shipped away. All sick and wounded 
should be sent to Resaca and Chattanooga as soon as the road is open. Gene­
ral Thomas and staff will remain in Tennessee. I will take two of the corps of 
the army of the Cumberland and send General Stanley's back. I want to be 
near Atlanta, and ready by November 1. Keep out strong foraging parties and 
keep the bridges well secured. Have the lighte~t pontoon bridges and trains 
ready. All else will be sent to the rear or destroyed. The enemy has retreated 
rapidly before us down the Coosa towards Gadsden. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Cummanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSIRSIPPI, 
In tltefield, Gaylesville, Ala., October 22, 1864. 

G eneral GRANT, City Point, Va.: 
I feel perfectly master of the situation here. I still hold Atlanta, and the road 

with all bridges and vital points well guarded, and I have in hand an army be­
fore which Hood has retreated precipitately down the valley of the Cooea. It 
is hard to diviue his future plans, but by abandoning Georgia, and taking posi­
tion with his rear to Selma, he threatens the road from Chattanooga to Atlanta, 
and may move up to Tennessee by Decatur. He cannot cross th e 1'ennessee 
except at Muscle shoals, for all other points are patrolled by our gunboats. . 

I am now perfecting al'l'angements to put into T ennessee a force able to hold 
the line of the Tennessee whilst I break up the railroad in frout of' Dalton, 
including the city of Atlanta, and push into Georgia and break up all its rail­
roads and depots, capture its horses and negroes, make desolation everywhere; 
destroy the factories at .Macon, Milledgeville, and Augusta, and 'Jring up with 
sixty thousand (60,000) men on the sea-shore about Savannah or Charleston. 
I think this far better than defending a long liue of railroad. I will leave General 
George H. Thomas to command all my military division behind me, and take 
with me only the best fighting material. Of course I will subsist on the boun­
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tifll! cornfields and potato patehe?, as I am now <loing, 11lxl\l'ioll~ly. I have now 
all your de~patches, and there will be timo to give me further instruction. 

Canby should be most active as against Selma from the direction of Mobile, 
and I will order similar movements from the Mississippi river and D ecatur, pro· 
videO. Beauregard follows me, as he will be forced to do by public clamor. 

W. 'r. SHERMAN, 
MajO?' GencTal U. S. A. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS ~IILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 


1n the field, Gaylesville, Ala., October 23, 1864. 

General SJ.OCPM, Atlanta, Ga.: 


Your despatch of the 20th received. Am delighted at your success in foraging. 
Go on, pile up the forage, corn, and potatoes, and keep your artillery horses fat,; 
send back all unserviceable artillery, and, at the last moment, we can count up 
our horses and see what we can haul, and send back ~l else. One gun per 
thousand men will be plenty to take along. Hood is doubtless now at Blue 
mountain, and Forrest over about Corinth and 'ruscumbia, hoping by threatening 
'l'ennessee to make me quit Georgia. We are piling up men in Tennessee enough 
to attend to them, and to leave me free to go ahead. The railroad will be done in a 
day or two. We find abundance of corn and potatoes out here, and we enjoy 
them much. They cost nothing a busheL If Georgia can afford to break our 
railroa<l, she can afford to feed us. Please preach this doctrine to men who go 
forth and are likely to spread it. All well. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

In thefield, Gaylesville, Ala., October 23, 1864. 
General THOMAS, Naslwille, Tenn.: 

Despatch of 18th received. I wrote you in great detail by Colonel War­
ner. Hood is now at Blue mountain, and Pon'est is evidently over about 
'ruscumbia. No doubt they will endeavor conjointly to make me corne out of 
Georgia, but I don't want them to succeed. An Georgia is now open to me, 
and I de believe you are the mau best qualified to manage the affairs of Tenues­
see and north :M:ississippi. 

I want approximate returns of all troops subject to your orders, and, as I wrote 
YOlt, I can spare you the 4th corps and about five thousand (5,000) men not fit 
for my purposel:l, but which will be well enough for garrison at Chattanooga, 
"Murf'reesburo', and Nashville. 'What you need is a few points fortified and 
5tocked with provisions, and a good movable column of twenty.fj\Te thousand 
(~5,000) men that can strike in any direction. 

I await further reports from you before doillg anything, but am making all 
preparations necessary. We find abundance of forage and stores down here, and 
have not the most distant fears of want or starvation. All my animals are im­
proving, and General Slocum, at Atlanta, reports foraging most successful; four 
hundred (400) wagons on one occasion, seven hundred (700) on another. and six: 
hundred (600) now out. If Hood breaks our road, Georgia must pay for it. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding 
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[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS lIhLITART DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Gaylesville, Ala., Octoher 24, 1864. 

General H. VV. HALLECK, WasMngton: 
We have heard of General Sheridan's victory at Oedar creek. We can't 

afford to burn gunpowder, but our men can make lip in yelling, which is just as 
good. We have pushed the enemy to Gadsden, aud are now living on the country 
until the road is repaired, which will be done by 'l'hursday, the 27th. I will 
send back all sick, woundeq, and surplus property, ready to take lip our bag­
gage and march wherever it may seem best. Geueral Wilson is here, and asks 
for time to make up a good cavalry force, but I will be governed by the movemeuts 
of Beauregard. I seud an order made by Beauregard on assumillg command, 
which seems to be of enough importance to telegrtlph. General Slocum reports 
all well at Atlanta; he has gathered near two thousand (2,000) wagon· loads of 
corn and forage. All my animals here are improving on the cornfields of the 
Ooosa; and you will observe my position at Gaylesville, Blue Pond, and a pan· 
toon laid at Cedar BluJt, with a division at Alpine and Will's Valley Head, is 
very good to watch the enemy abollt Gadsden and Blue mountain. 

Beauregard annonnces his theorem to be to drive Sherman out of Atlan1<\, 
which he still holds defiantly and dares him to the encounter, but is not willing 
to chase him all over creation. 

W. T. SHERMAN, ~ 
Major General Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Gaylesville, Ala., October 25, 1864. 

SIR: I do not wish to be considered as in any way adverse to the organization 
of negro regiments, further than as to its effects on the white race. I do wi~h 
the fine race of men that people our northern States should rule and determine 
the future destiny of America; but if they prAfer trade and gain, and leave to 
bought substitutes aDd negToes the fighting, (the actual conflict,) of course the 
question is settled, for those who hold the Bwords and muskets at the end of this 
war (which is but fairly begun) will have something to say. If negroes are to 
fight, they, too, will not be content with sliding back into the status of slave 01' 

free negro. I much prefer to keep negroes yet, for Borne time to come, in a 
~ubordinate state; for our prejudices, yours as well as mine, ure not yet schooled 
for absolute equality. 

Jeff. Davis has succeeded perfectly in inspiring his people with the truth that 
liberty and government are worth fighting for; t.hat pay and pensions lire sill, 
nothings compared to the prize fought for. Now, I would aim to inspire OUl 
own people alBO with the same idea-that it is not right to pay one thousand 
(1,000) dollars to some fe}low, who will run away, to do his fighting, or to BOmp, 
poor negro who is thinking of the day of jubilee; but that every young and 
middle-aged man should be proud of the chance to fight for the stability of his 
country 'Yithout profit and without price; and I would like to see all trade find 
manufactures absolutely cease untH this fight is over; and I have no hesitation 
or concealment in saying that there is not, and should not be, the remotest chance 
of peace again on this continent till all this is realized, save the peace which 
would result from the base and cowardly submittal to Jeff. Davis's terms. I would 
use negroes as surplus, but not spare a single white man, not one. Any wnite 
man who don't and won't fight. now should be killed, banished, or denationalized, 
and then we would discriminate among the noisy patriots and see who really 
should vote. 
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If the negroes fight and the whites don't. of course the uegroes wiII gov­
ern. They won't ask you or me for the privilege, but will sililply take it, and 
probably reverse the relation hitherto existing, and they would do right. 

If, however, the government has determined to push the policy to the end, it 
is both my duty and plea5l1l'e to assist, and in that event I should like to have 
Colonel Bowman, now commanding the district of Wilmington, Delaware, to 
organize and equip such as may fall into tlie custody of the ·army I command. 

I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN. 

Major General Commanding. 
Hon. E. 1\'1. STANTO;o.I, 

Secretary if War, Washington, D. fJ. 

[Cipher. ] 

NASHVILLE, October 25, 1864-8.30 p. m. 

Major General SHERMAN: 


I have reports this evening from General Granger that Hood. with his army 
is moving down the Tennessee river, by the way of' Guntersville and Summerville 
Have you any information tending to confirm my reports received 1 

GBO. H. THOlVIAS, 
Major General. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TfU MISSISSIPPI, 
in the field, Gaylesville, Ala., October 26,. 1864. 

Major General rrHOMAS, Nashville, Tennessee: 
A reconnaissance pushed down to Gadsden to-day reveals the fact that the 

rebel army is not there, and the chances are it has moved west. If it turns 
up at Guntersville I will be after it; but if it goes, as I believe, to Decatur and 
beyond, I must leave it to you at present, and push for the heart of Georgia. 
All I want is to get my sick and wounded back to a safe place. I start the 4th 
corps back to mOlTOW, via Winston's and Valley Head, ordering it to Bridgeport 
or Chattanooga. according to what orders Stanley may have from you. Stanley 
will have about fifteen thousand (15.000) men. Beauregard may attempt '1'en­
nessee from the direction of Muscle shoals, but when he finds me pushing for 
Macon, Milledgeville, &c., he will turn back. I send you a copy of my order 
giving you wpreme command in my absence. 

W. T. SHERMAN,r Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

NASHVILLE, October 26, 1864-2 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

General Granger telegraphs me again to-day that Hood's army is threatening 
to cr08S the '1'ennessee river at various places between Guntersville and Decatur. 
I have sent down to him all the re-enforcements I have to spare at this time. 
Have you any information that Hood has moved with his army in the direction 
indicated in these reports? 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major General 

http:1864-8.30
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[Cipher.] 

NASHVILLE, TENN., October 26, 1864-10.30 p. m. 
Major General SHERMAN: . 

General Granger reports that the enemy appeared in force in front of Deca­
tur to-day about 3 p. m. His pickets were driven in, but no serious attack was 
made on him by the enemy. Have sent ~im all the re-enforcements ! can get. 
From his report it would seem that Hood mtends to attempt the crossmg of the 
Tennessee river. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Major General. 

[Cipher.] 

NASHVILLE, October 27, 1864-9 a. m. 
:Major General SHERMAN: 

Yonr nespatch of 9 a. m. yesterday is received. I telegraphed you last night 
that the enemy had appeared in force in front of Decatur and drove in enr 
pickets. Have ordered him to defend Decatur to the last extremity, and have 
ordered gunbollts to patrol the river from Bridgeport to Decatur as well as they are 
able. I have also a small force at ·Whiteside, with artillery, and at Claysville. 
Have only been able to send Granger three new regiments, the others being 
necessary to place guards for block·houses on the railroad to Chattanooga and 
Pulaski. I have ordered forward the new regiments as fast as possible, but as 
yet there are eight regiments behind. Granger believes Hood's army is near 
Decatnr for the purpose of crossing the Tennesaee river. I would like to get. 
the 4th corps as soon as you can spare it. 

GEO. H. THOMAS, 
Mojo?" General. 

l Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OFTHE MISSISSIPPI, 
in tlufield, Gayles'ville, Ala.• October 27, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have sent the 4th corps, General Stanley'S, back to Stevenson. 
This corps is about fifteen thousand (15,000) strong. I will also send all the 
men not suited to our long march, but they will answer for defending posts. 
The8e, with what General Thomas has. will enable him to hold Tennessee; 
and in a few days I hope to be all ready to carry into effect my original plan. 

No doubt Hood has gone off toward the west about Decatur. and may attempt 
and succeed in crossing the Tennessee. although that river is high and patrolled 
by gunboats. If he attacks fortified places he will soon cripple his army: so 
that Thomas can dispose of him. I will wait a few days to hear what headway 
he makes about Decatur. and may yet turn to Tennessee; but it would be a 
great pity to take a step backwards. I think it would be better even to let him 
ravage the State of Tennessee, provided he does not gobble up too many of our 
troops . . 

General Thomas is well alive to the occasion, and better au.ited to tbe emer­
gency than any man I have: He should be strengthened as soon as possible, 
as the successful defence of Tennessee should not be left to chance. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

Major General HALLECK, 
Wash.ington, D. C. 

http:1864-10.30
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[Cipher.] 

HEAVQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Gaylesville, Ala., Octobfr 28 1864. 

General THOJHAfl, Nashville, Tennessee: 
I have your despatches of the 26th and 27th, announcing that Hood's force has 

appeared before Decatur. I have already sent the 4th corps, which should rp.ach 
Wauhatchee to-morrow j use it freely, and if I see that Hood crosses the Ten­
nessee, I will send Schofield. On these two corps you can engraft all the new 
troopS j with the balance I will go south. Hood has little ammnnition and can­
not afford to attack fortified places. Caution all posts to defend themselves 
manfully, and Hood will soon exhaust himself. The greatest danger is of gar­
risons being cut off. Instruct them, and see that each has provisions to last until 
relief comes. If Hood crosses, it will be about Lamb's ferry or BainbridO'e. 
-Wilson is now well down toward Jacksonville, and appearances are that Ho~el 
has shifted his stores on to the Mobile and Ohio railroad. I will go to Rome 
to-morrow. Keep me well advised. 

W. T. SHEmIAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Rome, Ga., October 28, 1864.. 

General STEEDMAN, Chattanooga, Tennessee: 
Telegraph to General Granger he must hold on to the death. Hood has no 

ammunition to spare, and cannot afford to assault. Send Granger some am­
munition, if you can safely do so, by a boat. '1'he gunboats ought all to be 
there. 

Movements will occur elsewhere that will make Hood quit Decatur. Tell 
Granger to delay Hood there as long as he can. Stanley's corps will reach 
Wauhatchee to-morrow, and I will also send up Schofield's corps. Let General 
Thomas re-enforce Granger, if necessary j but he don't want too many men. 

W. 'f. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the.field, Rome, Ga., October 28, 1864. 

Major General THOMAS, Nashville, Tennessee: 
General Granger must hold as long as he can. Hood won't assault. Both 

Allatoona and Resaca beat him off, and neither was as strong as Decatur. General 
Granger don't want too lDany meri; they would be in his way. The gunboats 
shouid be near him. Hood cannot spare ammunition to bombard. General 
Stanley will be at Wauhatchee to-morrow, and I may al~o send Schofield 
up from here. Notify all commanders of fortified places that numbers :tre 
nothing; they must hold their posts against a million. Let them get pro­
visions anel ammunition in now. If troops come from Missouri, Eastport 'would 
be a good place, unless Ho()(l succeeds in crossing the Tennessee. 

W. T. SHERl\fAN, 
Major General Commanding. 
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1VARRENSBURG, Mo., October 29, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

Your despatch received. General Halleck says, in a despatch of to-day. General 
Grant thinks I can and ought to send you re-enforcements. I have looked 
upon Gcneral A. J. Smith's command as a loan from you. They are now 
near Kansas border, and will march toward St. Louis with all practicable speed, 
scouting the country. They will be provided with everything needful,. and 
Bent to you as soon as they can reach the Mississippi. I have no cavalry 
available. I would like very much to know your exact wants and situation. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Major General. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THI-: MISSISSIPPI, 
In tlufield, Rome, Ga., October 29, 1864. 

Major General 'l'UOMAS, Naslwille, Tennessee: 
General Stanley should reach Wauhatchee to-day. Schofield will be here 

to-night, and I will push him right away for Resaca, to go to Chattanooga if 
events call for it. Order all recruits and drafted men accordingly. viz: those for 
14th, 15th, 17th and 20th corps to come to the front. Appoint some good man 
to organize and arm the convalescents I send back. I repeat, should the enemy 
cross the Tennessee in force, abandon all minor points and concentrate your 
forces at some point where you cover the road from Murfreesboro' to Steven501i. 

Engraft on Stanley and Schofield all the new troops. Give Schofield a division 
of new troops. Give General Tower all the men you can to finish the forts at 
Nashville, and urge on the navy to pile up gunboats in the Tennessee. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
m thefietd, Rome, Ga., October 29, 1864­

Major General THOMAS, Naskville, Tennessee: " 
We have reconnoitred well down to Gadsdon and Jacksonville. Hood took 

with him all his infantry and a good deal of cavalry. He started for Bridgeport 
and Guntersville, but my movements have thrown him clear across to the Mobile 
and Ohio railroad. If he do not attack Decatur to-day he will not at all; but he 
will go to Tuscumbia and depend on the Mobile road. Now, I want you to lJe 
aU ready for him if he enters 'l'ennessee. He will work as fast as possible, for win­
ter is coming; but he cannot have supplies, and will be dependent on the coun­
try. I have sent General Stanley back; give him as many conscripts as possible, 
and use him as the nucleus. I will send also Schofield back, who will relieve you 
of all that Knoxville branch; but, if necessary, break up all minor posts, and 
get about Culumbia as big au army as you can, and go at him. You may hold 
all the cavalry and new troops, except new artillery assigned to the corps with 
me. I would like Dalton held, but leave that to you; Chattanooga, of course, 
and Decatur, in connexion with the boats. If, to make up a force adequate, it 
be necessary, abandon Huntsville, and that line, and the Nashville and the 
Decatur road. except so far as it facilitates an army operating toward Florence. 
Already the papers in Georgia begin to howl at being abandoned, and will howl 

/ 
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still more before they are done. Get, if you can, Generals A. J. Smith's and 
lIIower's divisions, belonging to my army, from Missouri, and let them come to 
you via Clifton. Get the gunboats to fill the Tennessee river, and that will 
bother the enemy much; and if you can make a good lodgement at Eastport, 
Hood could not use the Corinth and Decatur road, for there are only seven (7) 
miles of good road from Eastport to Iuka. Schofield has not got ill yet, but I 
will push him right on to Resaca. I will give you notice when I start. All 
preparations are now progressing, but I want to know Hood'd movements, and 
how well you are prepared, before I start. : 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

WARRRNSBURG, Mo., October 29, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

I forgot to say that Winslow's eavalry, that came with General Mower, will 
be sent to Memphis as soon as it can be done. It is now on the Kansas border, 
has had a hard campaign, and must be remounted, which will be done as speedily 
II.S possible. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Major General. 

[Cipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIOV OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the field, Rome, Ga., October 29, 1864. 

Major General ROSECRANS, Warrensburg, Mo.: 
I have your ..i.espatches to-day. I have pusbed Beauregard to the west of De­

catur, but I know he is pledged to invade Tennessee and Kentucky, having 
his base on the old Mobile and Ohio road. I have put Thomas in Tennessee, 
and given him as many troops as he thinks necel!Sary, but I don't want to leave 
it to chance, and therefore would like to have Smith's and Mower's divisions 
up the Tennessee river as soon as possible. Could you get them on board of 
boats at Booneville, or higher up, and let the boats run to Paducah, where orders 
would meet them? 

I propose, myself, to push straight down into the heart of Georgia, smashing 
things generally. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

rCipher.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVI~ION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
in the field, Rome, Ga., October 29, 1864. 

General THOMAS, Nashville, Tennessee: 
I have your despatch. General Stanley has reached Chattanooga, and can, 

with the assistance of the cars, reach Athens in less than four days. I hear 
that the enemy has passed to the west of Decatur, and therefore will cross about 
Florence. I don't see how Beauregard can support his army, but Jeff. Davis 
is desperate, and his men will undertake anything possible. If necessary, draw 
heavy on Chattanooga, depending on Schofield to replace them. Schofield is 
not yet up, but I will push him right along to Resaca. 'With Decatur held, 
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and a good gunboat force up at the head of navigation, the enemy will be bold 
to enter Tennessee; but we must expect anything. If they wait to get sup­
plies about Tuscumbia you will get the Missouri troops. Have your orders 
to meet them at Paducah. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major General. 

CHATTA:'JOOGA, October 29, 1864-8 p. m. 
}\I~or -General SHERMAN: 

The folIo . g has just been received from Decatur, dated October 24-4.40 
p. m.: 

II I told you we drove the rebs out of their rifle-pits yesterday, capturing one 
hundred and twenty, (120.) In the evening we made auother sortie, spiking a 
couple of guns, and making fourteen (14) more prisoners. In this skirmish we 
lost forty (40) killed and wounded. Our loss altogether, up to this time, amounts 
to eig1lty (80.) We blew up four (4) (;ai8sons, and dismounted two (2) pieces 
of artillery. We killed and wounded a very large number of the enemy, full 
fi'Ve hundred (500.) About foul' (4) o'clock this a. m., they began to leave in 
directioh of Courtland. I have been probing them at different points all day, 
finding them in force uutil 4 o'clock t1Jis evening, when our forces carried their 
last line of' rifie=pits j enemy evidently believiug us to be in very strong force 
here, judging from what their prisoners have stated. I have endeavored to keep 
lip this impression. I am picketing the river with all the cavalry in my posses­
sion, down to the mouth of Elk river. If gunboat returns, now some miles up 
river, I will send a regiment down the river to Brown's ferry. Negroes who 
escaped from them, and prisoners, say that Hood and Beauregard are both with 
them. Received a despatch from Athens j stated that two couriers from Flor­
ence reported that the enemy had crossed below Cypress creek in large force. 
1 think this information is to the same effect as that forwarded by General 
Croxton. 

II It will hardly be necessary now to report, any how. I will send you, 
howl:;ver, all the iuformation I can obtain. 

"R. S. GRANGER, 
"Brigadier General." 

Respectfully, 
JAS. B. STEEDMAN, 

Major General. 

CHATTANOOGA, October 29, 1864. 
Major General SHERMAN: 

Just received the following : 
" DECATUR, 29-9.30 p. m. 

"I have conversed with a number of deserters. prisoners, and~escaped negroes, 
and from their information I am led to believe it is the impression among the 
officers and men of Hood's army that they arc bound to get into Middle Tennes­
see. The deserter who has just left me says that their first aim was to take 
this place, and fully expected to do so. He thought now they would certainly 
attempt to cross above or below. I am couvinced their infantry forces left in 
the direction of Courtland, and they may send some cavalry to cross above. 
My guide, Harris, a sharp fellow, says, from what he has heard above, that 
they will try to cross above, neal' Whitesburg. I have sent him up there on 
the gunboat Thomas. I have also ordered, in addition to the force there al­

~ 
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ready. fivc (5) companies of 181st Ohio, about four hundred and twenty (420) 
mcn. I have sent to Brown's ferry olle hundred and fifty of the 10th Indiana, 
and will send the Stone River down there with one hundred (100) men of 1818t 
Ohio. I think Hood will, if he intends to cross, make the effort between Elk 
River arid East.port. Instl'llcled Colonel Lyon to guard all passes from mouth 
of Flint river to Triana. and Bcout rivcr with cavalry. 

"R. S . GRANGER, 
.. Brigadier General." 

"29th-lIp. m. 
,. In my last telegram I omitted to mention another reason why I think Hood 

will go to Tuscumbia before crossing. He was evidcntly out of supplies; his 
men were all grnmbling; the first thing the prisoners asked for was something 
to eat. Hood could not get anything if he should cross this side of Rogersville. 

"R. S. GRANGER, 
" Brigadier General." 

JAS. B. STEEDMAN, 
lJllajor General. 

[Cipher. ] 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, 

October 30, 1864-2 p. m. 


Major General SHERMAN: 

. YOllr two despatches, of 12 p. m. (midnight) yesterday, rcceived. One 
divisiQn of Stanley'S troops has already left Chattanooga, for Athens, and Tin­
dall promises to have them all off by to-morrow. Have despatch from Crox­
ton at 9 p. m. last night. He says nothing further of the crossing of the 
enemy at Florence, but he learns from a source he cannot doubt that Ho~d's 
whole army reached Town creek last night, and would crOSB there. Have al­
ready directed him to oppose Hood with his whole available force, reporting di­
rectly to Stanley, at Athens, and to me here via Pulaski. Ordered Hatch last 
night to re·enforce Croxton at once. Granger believes Hood has gone towards 
Tuscumbia, but thinks hc will be compellcd to wait a day or two to get provi­
sions, as IllS troops were almost mutinous at not having food when he was be­
fore Decatur. If he delays two days he will have no chance to get across. 
Think General Schofield better remain at Resaca for a day or two, or until we 
get further information. Have directed General Steedman to push forward all 
recl'llits and drafted men belonging to regiments with you. Have repeated my 
application to Commander Pennock for gunboats to go up Tennessee river. 
Have telegraphed General Rosecrans at St. Louis to send A. J. Smith's and 
Mower's divisiou6 to Eastport; cavalry to Memphis. I doubt if Rosecrans wiU 
send them. 

GEO. H. THmfAS, 
Major General. 

[Cipher. ] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ilIISSISSIPPI, 
In thejie1d, Rome, Ga., Octobe?' 30, 1864. 

Major General THOMAS, Nashville, Tennessee: 
Despatch of to-day received. I agree with Granger that Hood must delay 

for provisions. lie cannot ford the Tennessee, and must pass his artillery by 


