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Jonesboro’, Georgia. We assaulted the enemy’s
intrenched position in the edge of woods,
moving in line of battle through an open, diffi-
cult swamp, across an open field, under the
severest artillery and musketry fire, flank and
front

It became necessary to reform the line, after
crossing the swamp, and finding it almost im-
possible to get my men forward through the
fire, I deemed it necessary to give them the en-
couragement of my example (as, indeed, I had
previously doune, especially on the seventh of
Angust), and so rode in front of my colors, and
caused them to be successtully planted on the
cuemy’s works, jumping my horse over them,
at the time they were filled with the enemy,
being the first man of our army over the
enemy’s works. I was almost instantly struck
from my horse, inside of the enemy’s works,
while cheering on my men, being severely
wounded by shell and bullet. I however, held
the works, and retained command for some
minutes, until I was taken to the rear, in a semi-
conscious state.

The detachment lost in this battle :

Commisoned officers wounded ............ 3
Eulisted men wounded ............vv.... 30
i e TRBAL 50, oty Ao ke » o il o 10

5 A T S 7
Patal . .owonse s Ss db A et o s 50

A large number of prisoners were also cap-
tured by the Eighteenth regulars, in this battle.

The casualties in this detachment, during the
Atlanta campaign, from May 2, 1864, to Sep-
tember 2, 1864, were as follows:

Commissioned officers wounded .......... 10
Enlisted men wounded . ................. 166
& £ U e W S e e saah 38

« O T EHITIE o .Sy e v 5% b na Susa
B L o s 3 s e AT T b 231

I should be derelict in my duty, did I not
most earnestly recommend for brevets the fol-
lowing meritorious and gallant officers, for dis-
tinguished bravery and conduct on the ficld of
battle, viz.:

Captain G. W. Smith, Eighteenth United States
infantry, for good conduct and gallantry on the
fourth of July, 1864.

Captain R. B. Hull, Eighteenth United States
infantry, for gallantry on the seventh of August,
1864 ; the same for great gallantry on the first
of September, 1864.

Captain W. J, Fetterman, Eighteenth United
States infantry, for good conduct and gallantry
on the fourth of July, 1864.

Captain Ansel B. Deuten, Eighteenth United
States infantry, for good conduct and gallantry
on the fourth of July, 1864.

Captain Anson Mills, Eighteenth United States
infantry, for gallantry and skill on the fourth of
July, 1864.

Captain A. S. Burt, Eighteenth United States
infantry, for gullantry on the first of September,
1864. :

First Lieutenant Thos. B. Burrows, Eighteenth
United States infantry, for gallantry on the
seventh of August, 1864 ; the same for gallantry
on the first of September, 1864, when he was
severely wounded.

Tirst Lieutcnant James Powell, Eighteenth
United States infantry, for gallantry on the
fourth of July, 1864 ; the same for great gallan-
try on the seventh of August, 1864; the same
for great gallantry on the first of September,
1864, when he was severely wounded.

First Lieutenant Frederick Phisterer, Kight-
eenth United States infautry, for good conduct
and gallantry on the fourth of July, 1864 ; the
same for good conduct and great gallantry on
the seventh of August, 1864.

First Lieutenant Wm. H. Bisbee, Eighteenth
United States infantry, for gallantry on the
fourth of July, 1864; the same, for great gal-
lantry on the seventh of August, 1864; the
same, for good conduet and great gallantry on
the first of September, 1864,

Tirst Lieutenant Alfred Townsend, Eighteenth
United States infantry, for gallantry on the
fourth of July, 1864 ; the same for gallantry on
the seventh of August, 1864, where he waus
severely wounded.

I am, General, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

. L. M. Kgerroaa,
Captain, Eighteenth United States Infantry,

REPORT OF MAJOR-GENERAL SHERMAN,

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIppr,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, September 15, 1864. }

GeNERAL: I have heretofore, from day to day,
by telegraph, kept the War Department and the
General-in-Chief advised of the progress of
events, but now it becomes necessary to review
the whole campaign, which has resulted in the
capture and occupation of the city of Atlanta.

On the fourteenth day of March, 1864, at
Memphis, Tennessee, I received notice from
General Grant, at Nashville, that he had been
commissioned Lieutenant-General and Comman-
der-in-Chief of the Armies of the United States,
which would compel him to to go East, and that
I had been appointed to succeed him as com-
mander of the Division of the Mississippi. He
summoned me to Nashville for a couference,
and I took my departure the same day, and
reached Nashville, via Cairo, on the seventeenth,
and accompanied him on his journey eastward
as far as Cincinnati. We had a full and com-
plete understanding of the policy and plans for
the ensuing campaign, covering a vast area of
country, my part of which, extended from Chatta~
nooga to Vicksburg. I returned to Nashville,
and on the twenty-tifth began a tour of mspec-
tion, visiting Athens, Decatur, Huntsville, and
Larkin's Ferry, Alabama; Chattanooga, Loudon,
and Knoxville, Tennessee. During this visit I
lad interviews with Major-General McPherson,
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wding the Army of the Tennessee, at
%)rll;ﬂu;ﬂ‘vliﬁlc gMajor-Gequal Thomas, command-
mg the Ar’my of the Cumberland, at Cllattanpo—
2a, and Ajajox'-Gellel'?,l Schoﬁeld,.commandmg
the Army of the Ohio, at Knoxville. We ar-
ranged, in general terms, the lm?s of communi-
cation to be guarded, the strength of the several
columns and garrisons, and fixed the first day
of May as the time when all things should be
ready. Leaving these officers to complete the
details of organization and preparation, I re-
turned to Nashville on the second of April, and
gave my personal attention to the question ot
supplies. I fonnd the depots at Nashville abun-
dantly supplied, and the railroads in very fair
order, and that steps had already been taken to
supply cars and locomotives to flll the new qnd
increased demands of the service, but the im-
overished condition of the inhabitants of East
Tennessee, more especially in the region round
about Chattanooga, had forced the commanding
officers of posts to issue food to the people. 1
was compelled to stop this, for a simple calcula-
tion showed that a single railroad could not
feed the armies and the people too, and, of
course, the army had the preference, but I en-
d avored to point the people to new channels
of supply. At first my orders operated very
hardly, but the prolific soil soon afforded early
vegetables, and ox-wagons hauled meat and
bread from Kentucky, so that no actual suffering
resulted, and 1 trust that those who elamored at
the cruelty and hardships of the day have al-
ready seen in the result a perfect justification
of my course. At once the storehouses at
Chattanooga began to fill, so that by the 1st of
May a very respectable quantity of food and
forage had been accumulated there, and from
that day to this stores have been brought for-
ward in wonderful abundance, with a surplus
that has enabled me to feed the army well
during the whole period of time, although the
enemy has succeeded more than once in break-
ing our road for many miles at different points.
During the month of April I received from
Lieutenant-General Grant a map, with a letter of
instructions, which is now at Nashville, but a
copy will be procured, and made part of this
report. Subsequently I received from him no-
tice that he would move from his camps about
Culpepper, Virgiuia, on the fifth of May, and he
wanted me to do the same from Chatlanooga.
My troops were still dispersed, and the cavalry,
80 necessary to our success, was yet collecting
horses at Nicholasville, Kentucky, and Colum-
bus, Tennessee. On the twenty-seventh of
April T put all the troops in motion toward
Chattanooga, and the next day went there in
person. My aim and purpose was to make the
Army of the Cumberland fifty thousand men ;
that of the Teunessee thirty-five thousand, and
that of the Ohio fifteen thousand men. These
figures were approximated, but never reached ;
the Army of the Tennessee failing to receive
certain divisions that were still kept on the
Mississippi, resulting from the unfavorable issue

of the Red River expedition, But on the first
of May the effective strength of the several
armies for offensive purposes was about as fol-
lows :

ARMY OF THBE CUMBERI.AND, MAJOR-GENERAL THOMAS
COMMANDING.

Tefanfigtios o b 13 Sy St MR SN e 54,568
Artillerr . Toep s o st s sty 2,377
Cavalrys. oiooc oo G T o 3 FE e 3,828
Tolglids . uto: o T e S s s e BO7TTS
L6110 08 S S R b o v .. 130
ARMY OF THE TENNESSE, MAJOR-GENERAL M PHERSON
COMMANDING,
Jirich e I N e e 22,437
ATUHErYL L, oo vnes s ahiaa sre ol 0 s e s AL EE
CRVAIEY oo 05 o b e 3 winie sl sk Sieaent ks (e 624
{43 £ (B St e el e e 0 24,465
(€151 B e i L s e 5 96
ARMY OF THE OHIO, MAJOR-GENERAL SCHOFIELD
COMMANDING.
TOEADELEY. . < e ssnshyss okt 18T e EASKBIES ..11,183
ADErY . an o ssanmy b I LT « | B79
67505 5 S e . 1,697
P otal,. csnsmnmetnsisami il it oy ws13;559
GUDB:5e wbasee Rt R P )

Grand aggregate number of troops, ninety-
eight thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven ;
guns, two hundred and fifty-four.

About these figures have been maintained
during the campaign, the number of men join-
ing from furlough and hospitals about compen-
sating for the loss in battle and from sickness.
These armies were grouped on the morning of
May sixth as follows: That of the Cumberland
at and near Ringgold ; that of the Tennessee at
Gordon's Mill, on the Chickamauga; and that
of the Ohio near Red Clay, on the Georgia line,
north of Dalton.

The enemy lay in and about Dalton, superior
to me in cavalry (Wheeler's), and with three
corps of infantry and artillery, viz: Hardee's,
Hood’s and Polk’s, the whole commanded by
General Joseph E. Jolnston, of the Confederate
Army. I estimated the cavalry under Wheeler
at about ten thousand, and the infantry and
artillery at about forty-five or fifty thousand
mern.

To strike Daltonin front was impracticable, as
it was covered by an inaccessible ridge known
as the Rocky-Face, through which was a pass
between Tunnel Hill and Dalton, known as the
Buzzard Roost, through which lay the railroad
and wagon-road. It was narrow, well obstructed
by abatis, and flooded by water, caused by dams
across Ml Creek. Batteries also commanded it
in its whole length, from the spurs on either
side, and more especially from a ridge at the
further end, like a traverse, directly across its
debouché. It was, therefore, necessary to turn it.
On its north front the enemy had a strong line
of works behind Mill Creek, so that my attention
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was at once directed to the south. In that di-
rection I found Snake Creek Gap, affording me a
good practicable way to reach Resaca, a point
on the enemy’s railroad line of communication,
eightcen (18) miles below Dalton. Accordingly,
I ordered General McPherson to move rapidly
from his position at Gordon’s Mill, via Ship’s
Gap, Villanow and Snake Creek Gap, directly on
Resaca, or the railroad at any point below Dalton,
and to make a bold attack. After breaking the
railroad well, he was ordered to fall back to a
strong defensive position near Snake Creek, and
stand ready to fall upon the enemy’s flank when
he retreated as I judged he would. During the
movement, General Thomas was to make a strong
feint of attack in front, while General Schofield
pressed down from the north.

General Thomas moved from Ringgold on the
seventh, occupying Tunnel Hill, facing the Buz-
zard-Roust Gap, meeting with little opposition
and pushing the enemy’s cavalry well through
the Gap; General McPherson reached Snake
Creek Gap on the eighth, completely surprising
a brigade of cavalry which was coming to
watch and held it, and on the ninth General
Schofield pushed down close on Dalton, from the
north, while General Thomas renewed his dem-
onstration against Buzzard Roost and Roeky-
Face Ridge, pushing it almost to a battle. One
division, General Newton's, of the Fourth corps,
General Howard's, carried the ridge, and turn-
ing south toward Dalton, found the crest too
narrow and too well protected by rock epaul-

meunts, to enable him to reach the gorge or pass. |

Another division, General Geary’s, of the Twen-
tieth corps, General Hooker’s, also made a bold
push for the summit, to tle south of the pass,
but the narrow road as it apvroached the sum-
nut was too strongly held by the enemy to be
carried. This, however, was only designed as
a demounstration, and worked well, for General
McPherson was thereby enabled to march with-
in a mile of Resaca almost unopposed. He
found Resaca too strong to be carried by assault,
and although there were many good roads lead-
ing from north to south, endangering his left
flank from the direction of Dalton, he could find
no road by which he could rapidly cross over
to the railroad, and accordingly he fell back and
took strong position near the west end of Snake
Creek Gap. I was somewhat disappointed at
the result, still appreciated the advantage gain-
ed, and on the tenth ordered General Thomas
to send General Hooker’s corps to Snake Creek
Gap in support of General McPherson, and to
follow with another corps, the Fourteenth, Gen-
eral Palmer’s, leaving General Howard with the
Fourth corps to continue to threaten Dalton in
front, while the rest of the army moved rapidly
through Snake Creek Gap. On the same day
General Schofield was ordered to follow by the
same route, and on the eleventh the whole army,
excepting General Howard's corps, and some
cavalry left to watch Dalton, was in motion on
the west side of Rocky-Face Ridge for Snake
Creek Gop and Resaca. The next day we

moved against Resaca, General McPherson on
the direct road, preceeded by General Kil
patrick’s cavalry ; General Thomas to come up
on his left and General Schofield on his. Gen-
eral Kilpatrick met and drove the enemy’s
cavalry from a cross-road within two miles of
Resaca, but received a wound which disabled
him and gave the command of his brigade to
Colonel Murray, who, according to his orders,
wheeled ont of the road, leaving General Mg
Pherson to pass. General McPherson struck
the enemy’s infantry pickets near Resaca, and
drove them within their fortified lines and oc-
cupied a ridge of * bald” hills, his right on the
Qostanaula, about two miles below the railroad
bridge, and his left abreast the town. General
Thomas came up on his left, facing Camp Creek,
and General Schofield broke his way through
the dense forest to General Thomas’ left.
Johnston had left Dalton, and General Howard
entered it and pressed his rear. Nothing saved

Johnston’s army at Resaca but the impracticable *

nature of the conntry, which made the passage
of troops across the valley almost impossible.
This fact enabled his army to reach Resaca from
Dalton along the comparatively good roads con-
structed beforehand, partly from the topograph-
ical nature of the country, and partly from the
foresight of the rebel chiet. Atall events, on the
fourteenth of May, we found the rebel army in a
strong position behind Camp creck, occupying
the forts of Resaca, and his right on some high
chestnut hills to the north ot'the town. I af
once ordered a pontoon bridge to be laid across
the Oostanaula at Lay's ferry, in the direction of
Calhonn ; a division of the Sixteenth corps, com-
manded by Gereral Sweeny, to cross and
threaten Calhoun ; also the cavalry division of
General Garrard to move from its position at
Villanow down toward Rome, to cross the Oos-
tanaula” and break the railroad below Calhoun,
and above Kingston, if possible, and with the
main army I pressed against Resaca atall points.
General McPherson got across Camnp creek near
its mouth, and made a lodgement close to the
enemy’s works, on hills that commanded, with
short-range artillery, the railroad and trestle
bridges; and General Thomas pressing close
along Camp creek Valley, threw General Hook-
er’s corps across the head of the creek to the
main Dalton road, and down to it close on Re-
saca.

General Schofield came up close on his left,
and a heavy battle ensued during the afternoon
and evening of the fifteenth, during which
General Hooker drove the enemy from several
strong hills, captured a four-gun battery and
many prisoners. That night Johnston escaped,
retreating sonth across the Oostanaula,and the
next morning we entered the town in time to
save the road bridge, but the railroad bridge
was burned.

The whole army started in pursuit, General
Thomas directly on his heels, General McPher-
son by Lay’s ferry, and General Schofield by
obscure roads to the left. We found in Resaca
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another four-gun battery and a good lot of
Bt(gzxsl.eral McPherson during the sixteenth, got
cross at Lay's ferry. General Thomas had to
gmke some additional bridges at Resaca, but

eral Schofield had more trouble, and mz:,de %
g?&)e cirenit to the left by Fue’s and Fields’ fer-
ross the Connasauga and Coosawattee

icg ac!
:;vers which form the Oostanaula. On the sev-
enteenyth all the armies moved south by as many

different roads as we could ﬁnd,'an.d' General
Thomas had sent by my orders, a division, Gen-
eral Jeff. C. Davis, along the west bank of
Qostanaula, to Rome. Near Adairsville we again
found signs of the rebel army, and of a purpose
to fight, and aboul sunset of that dav General
Newton's division, in the advance, had a pretty
gharp encounter with his rear guard, but the
next morning he was gone, and we pushed on
through Kingston to a point four miles beyond,
where we found him again in force on ground
comparatively open, aud well adapted toa grand
battie. We made the proper dispositions—
@General Schofield approaching Cassville from the
north, to which point General Thomas had also
directed General Hooker’s corps, and I had
drawn General McPherson’s army from Woodland
to Kingston, to be in close support. On the nine-
teenth, the enemy was in force about Cassville,
with stroug forts, but as our tfroops converged on
him, again he retreated in the night-time across
the Etowah river, burning the road and railroad
bridges near Cartersville, but leaving us in com
plete possession of the most valuable country
above the Etowah river.

Holding General Thomas’ army about Cass-
ville, General McPherson’s about Kingston, and
General Schofield’s at Cassville depot and toward
the Etowah bridge, I gave the army a few days
rest, and also time to bring forward supplies for
the next stage of the campaign. In the mean
time General Jeff. C. Davis had got possession of
Rome with its forts, some eight or ten guns of
heavy calibre, and its valuable mills and foun-
dries. We also secured possession of twogood
bridges across the Etowah river near Kingston,
giving us the means of crossing toward the
south. Satisfied that the enemy could and would
hold us in check at the Allatoona Pass, Iresolved,
witiiout even attempting it in front, to turn it by
a circuit to the right, and having supplied our
wagons for twenty days’ absence from our rail-
road, I left a garrison at Rome and Kingston, and
on the twenty-third put the army in motion for
Dallas.

General McPherson crossed the Etowah at
the mouth of Conasene creek, near Kingston, and
moved for his position to the south of Dallas,
via Van Wert. General Davis’ division moved
divectly from Rome for Dallas by Van Wert.
General Thomas took the road »ia Euharley and
Burnt Hickory, while General Schofield moved
by other roads more to the east, aiming to come
up on General Thomas' left.

General Thomas’ head of column skirmished
with the enemy’s cavalry about Burnt Hickory,

and captured a courier with a letter of General
Johnston, showing that he had detected the
move, and was preparing to meet us about
Dallas. The country was very rugged, moun-
tainous, and densely wooded, with few and ob-
soure roads.

On the twenty-fifth of May, General Thomas
was moving from Burnt Hickory for Dallas, his
troops on threz roads, General Hooker having
the advance. When he approached the Pump-
kin-vine creek, on the main Dallas road, he
found a respectable force of the enemy’s caval-
ry at a bridge to his left. He rapidly pushed
them across the creek, saving the bridge, though
on fire, and followed out eastward about two
miles, where he first encountered infantry,
whose pickets he drove some distance, until he
encountered the enemy’s line of battle, and his
leading division, General Geary’s, had a severe
encounter. General Hooker’s other two divi-
sions were on other roads,and he ordered them
in, although the road he was then following, by
reason of the presence of the enemy, led him
north of Dallas about four miles.

It was near four o’clock p. m. before General
Hooker got his whole corps well in hand, when
he deployed two divisions, and, by my order,
made a bold push to secure possession cf a
point known as the New Hope Church, where
three roads meet, from Ackworth, Marietta, and
Dallas. Here a hard battle was fought, and the
enemy was driven back to New Hope Church ;
but, having hastily thrown up some parapets,
and a stormy, dark night having set in, General
Hooker was unable to drive the enemy from
those roads. By the next morning we found
the enemy well intrenched, substantially in front
of the road leading from Dallas to Marietta.
We were consequently compelled to make dis-
positions on a larger scale. General McPherson
was moved up to Dallas, General Thomas was
deployed against New Hope Church, and Gene-
ral Schofield was directed toward our left, so
as to strike and turn the enemy’s right. General
Garrard’s cavalry operated with General Me-
Pherson, and General Stoneman with General
Schofield General McCook looked to our rear.

Owing to the difficult nature of the ground
and dense forests, it took us several days to
deploy close to the enemy, when I resolved
gradually to work toward our left, and, when all
things were ready, to push for the railroad east
of Allatoona. 1In making our development be-
fore the enemy about New Hope, many severe,
sharp encounters occurred between parts of the
army, details of which will be given at length
in the reports of subordinate commanders. On
the twenty-eighth, General McPherson was on
the point of closing to his left on General
Thomas, in front of New Hope Church, to enable
me with the rest of the army to extend still
more to the left and to envelop the enemy's
right, when suddenly the enemy made a bold
and daring assault on Dallas.

Fortunately our men had erected good breast-
works, and gave the enemy a terrible and
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bloody repulse. After a few days’ delay, for |
effect, I renewed my orders to General McPher- \
son to move to his left about five miles, and |
occupy General Thomas’ position in front of
New Hope Church, and Generals Thomas and
Schofield were ordered to move a corresponding
distance to their left. Thismove was effected
with ease and safety on the first of June, and,
by pushing our left well around, we occupied
all the roads leading back to Allatoona and
Ackworth, after which I pushed General Stone-
man’s cavalry rapidly into Allatoona, at the cast
end of the Pass, and General Garrard's cavalry
around by the rear to the west end of the Pass.
Both of those commands reached the points
designated without trouble, and we thereby
accomplished our real purpose of turning the
Allatoona Pass.

rdering the razilroad bridge across the
Ltowah to be at once rebuill, I continued work-
ing by the left, and on the fourth of June had
resolved to leave Johnston in his intrenched
position at New Hope Church and move to the
railroad about Ackworth, when he abandoned
his intrenchments, after which we moved read-
ily to Ackworth, and reached tne railroad on the
sixth of June. I at once examined in person
the Allatoona Pass, and found it admirably
adapted to our use as a secondary base, and
gave the necessary orders for its defence and
garrison, and as soon as, the railroad bridge was
finished across the Etowah our stores came for-
ward to our camps by rail.

At Ackworth General Blair overtook us on
the eighth of June, with two divisions of the
Seveuteenth corps that had been on furlough,
and one brigade of cavalry, Colonel Long's, of
General Garrard’s division, which had been
awaiting horses at Columbia. This accession of
force about compensated for our losses in battle
and the detachments left at Resaca, Rome, Kings-
ton, and Allatoona.

On the ninth of June our communications in
the rear being secure and supplies ample, we
moved forward to Big Shanty.

Kenesaw, the bold and striking twin moun-
tain, lay before us, with a high range of chestnut
hills trending off to the north-cast, terminating
to our view in another peak called Brushy
Mountain. To our right was the smaller hill
called Pine Mountain and beyond it in the dis-
tance Lost Mountain. All these, though links
in a continuous chain, present a sharp, conical
appearance, prominent in the vast landscape
that presents itself from any of the hills that
abound in that region. Kenesaw, Pine Moun-
tain, and Lost Mountain, form a triangle, Pine
Mountain the apex, and Kenesaw and Lost
Mountain the base, covering perfectly the town
of Marietta and the- railroad back to the Chat-
tahoochee. On each of these peaks the enemy
had his signalstations. The summits were
covered with batteries, and the spurs were
alive with men, busy in felling trees, digging
pits, and preparing for the grand struggle im-
pending.

The scene was enchanting, too beautiful to he'
disturbed by the harsh clamors of war, but the
Chattahoochee lay beyond, and I had to reach i,
On approaching close to the enemy I found hin
oceupying a line full two miles long, more thag
he could hold with his force. General McPhers
son was ordered to move toward Marietta, h
right on the railroad, General Thomas on Ken
saw and Pine Mountain, and General Schofiel
off toward Lost Monntain; General Garrard's
cavalry oun the left, General Stoneman’s on the
right, and General McCook looking to our rear
and communications. Our depot was at Big
Shanty. ‘

By the eleventh of June our lines were closed
up, and we made dispositions to break the ling:
between Kenesaw and Pine Mountains. Gene
eral Hooker was on its right and front, General
Howard on its left and front, and General Pals
mer between it and the railroad. During a sharp
cannonading from General Howard's right or
General Hooker’s left, General Polk was killed
on the fourteenth, and on the morning of tha
fifteenth Pine Mountain was found abandoned
by the enemy. Generals Thomas and Schofield
advanced, and found him again strongly in-
trenched along the line of rngged hills connects
ing Kenesaw and Lost Mountain. At the same
time General McPherson advanced his line,
gaining substantial advantage on the left. Push-
ing our operations on the centre as vigorously
as the nature of the ground would permit, I had
again ordered an assault on the centre, when, on
the seventeenth, the enemy abandoned Lost
Mountain and the long line of admirable breast-
works connecting it with Kenesaw. We con-
tinued to press at all points, skirmishing in"
dense forests of timber and across most difficult
ravines, until we found him again strongly posted
and intrenched, with Kenesaw as his salieut, hig
right wing thrown back to cover Marietta, and
his left behind Nose’s creek, covering his rail-
road back to the Chattahoochee. This enabled:
him to contract his lines and strengthen them
accordingly.

From Kenesaw he conld look down upon our
camps and observe every movement, and his
batteries thundered away, but did us little harm
on account of the extreme height, the shot and
shell passing harmlessly over our heads as we
lay close up against his mountain town. ‘

During our operations about Kencsaw the
weather was villanously bad, and the rain fell
almost continuously for three weeks, rendering
onr narrow, wooded roads mere mud-gulleys, so
that a general movement would have been im-
possible, but our men daily worked closer and
closer to the intrenched foe, and kept up an in-
cessant picket firing, galling to him. Every
opportunity was taken to advance our general
lines closer and closer to the enemy.

General McPherson watching the enemy on
Kenesaw, and working his left forward. General
Thomas swinging, as it were on a grand left-
whecl, his left on Kenesaw, connecting with
General McPherson, and General Schofield all


http:aCCO\l.nt

»

DOCUMENTS.

305

. i the south and east alon
the tlg’%xﬁ{t};&% :((;ad. On the twenty-secon%
the Ol.al Hooker had advanced his line, with
Genelal Qehofield on his right. The enemy,
Genézll; corps, Wwith detachments from the
iy sudde;nly gallied and attacked. The
Othersf’ell mostly on General Williams’ division
b}méeneral Hooker’s corps, and a brigade of
(()}eneral Hascall's division of General Schofield’s
Mrrlﬁ']’;;; ground was comparatively open, and al-
though the enemy drove in the s}m‘mmh lines

1 advanced regiment of General Schoﬁo!d, sent
(alt urposely to hold him in check until some
o;le grations could be completed for his recep-
%OHI; yet when he reached our ]in}a of f}attle he
reoei’ved a terrible repulse, leaving his dead,
wounded, and many prisoners in our hands.
This is known as the affair of the Kndp House.”
Althongh inviting the enemy at all times to com-
mit such mistakes, I could not hope for him to
repeat_them after the examples of Dallas and
the “Kulp House,” and upon studying the

round, I had no alternatwe., in my turn, but to
asgault his lines or turn his position. Either
course had its difficulties and dangers. And I

erceived that the enemy and our own officers
Ead settled down into a conviction that T would
not assault fortified lines.

All looked to me to “outflank.” An army to
be efficient must not settle down to one single
mode of offence, but must be prepared to exe-
cute any plan which promises success. I waited,
therefore, for the moral effect, to make a suc-
cessful assault against the enemy behind his
breastworks, and resolved to attempt it at that

oint where success would give the largest
ruits of victory. The general point selected
was the left centre ; because, if T could thrust
a strong head of columm through aft that point
by pushing it boldly and rapidly two and
one half miles, it would reach the railroad
below Marietta, cut off the enemy’s right and
centre from its line of retreat, and then, by
turning on either part, it could be over-
whelmed and destroyed. Therefore, on the
tweuty-fourth of June, I ordered that an
assault should be made at two points south of
Kenesaw on the iwenty-seventh, giving three
days’ notice for preparation and reconnois-
sance; one to be made near Little Kenesaw by
General McPherson's troops, and the other about
a mile further south by General Thomas’
troops. The hour was fixed, and all the details
given in Field Orders, number twenty-eight, of
June twenty-fourth. On the twenty-seventh of
June the two assaults were made at the time
and in the manner prescribed, and both failed,
costing us many valuable lives, among them
those of Generals Harker and McCook; Colonel
Rice and others badly wounded; our aggre-
gate loss being near three thousand, while we
inflicted comparatively little loss to the enemy,
who lay behind his well-formed breastworks.
Failure as it was, and for which I assume the
enfire responsibility, I yet claim it produced

Vor. X1L.—Doc. 20

good fruits, as it demonstrated to General John-
ston that T would assault, and that boldly, and
we also gained and held ground so close to the
enemy’s parapets that he could not show a head
above themn.

It would not do to rest long under the infla-
ence of a mistake or failure, and accordingly
General Schofield was working strongly on the
enemy’s left; and on the first of July I ordered
(veneral McPherson to be relieved by General
Garrard’s cavalry in front of Kenesaw, and to
rapidly throw his whole army by the right down
to and threaten Nickajack creek and Turner’s
ferry across the Chattahoochee, and I also pushed.
Stoneman’s cavalry to the river below Turner’s.

General McPherson commenced his movement
the night of July second, and the effect was in-
stantaneous. The next morning Kenesaw was
abandoned, and with the first dawn of day I
saw our skirmishers appear on the mountain
top. General Thomas’ whole line was then
moved forward to therailroad and turned south,
in pursuit toward the Chattahoochee. In per-
son I entered Marietta at half-past eight o’clock
in the morning, just as the enemy’s cavalry va-
cated the place. General Logan's corps of
General McPherson’s army, which had not
moved far, was ordered back into Marietta by
the main road, and General McPherson and
General Schofield were instructed to cross
Nickajack and attack the enemy in fank and
rear, and, if possible, to catch him in the confu-
sion of crossing the Chattahoochee ; but John-
ston had foreseen and provided against all this,
and had covered his movement well. He had
intrenched a strong fefe du pont at the Chatta-
hoochee, with an advanced intrenched line
across the road at Smyrna camp-meeting ground,
five miles from Marietta.

Here General Thomas found him, his front
covered by a good parapet, and his flanks be-
hind the Nickajack and Rottonwood creeks.
Ordering a garrison for Marietta, and General
Logan to join his own army near the mouth of
Nickajack, I overtook General Thomas at
Smyrna. On the fourth of July we pushed a
strong skirmish line dowa the main road, cap-
turing the entire line of the enemy’s pits, and
made strong demonstrations along Nickajack.
creek and about Turner’s ferry. This had the
desired effect, and the next morning the enemy
was gone, and the army moved to the Chatta-
hoochee, General Thomas’ left flank resting on
it near Pace’s ferry, General McPherson’s right
at the mouth of Nickajack, and General Scho-
field in reserve ; the enemy lay behind & line of
uousnal strength, covering the railroad and
pontoon bridges, and beyond the Chattahoochee.
Heavy skirmishing along our whole front during
the fifth demonstrated the streugth of the ene-
my’s position, which could alone be turned by
crossing the main Chattahoochee river, a rapid
and deep stream, only passable at that stage by
means of bridges, except at one or two very
difficult fords.

To accomplish this result I judged it would
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be more easy of execution before the enemy
had made more thorough preparation or regained
full confidence, and accordingly I ordered Gene-
ral Schofield across from his position on the
Sandtown road to Smyrna Camp-ground, and
next to the Chattahoochee, near the mouth of
Soap’s creek, and effect a lodegment on the east
bank. This was most successfully and skilfully
accomplished on the seventh of July, General
Schofield capturing a gun, completely surprising
the guard, laying a good pontoon bridge and a
trestle-bridge, and effecting a strong lodgement
on high and commanding ground, with good
roads leading to the east. At the same time
General Garrard moved rapidly on Roswell,and
destroyed the factories which had supplied the
rebel armies with cloth for years. Over one of
these, the woollen factory, the nominal owner
displayed the French flag, which was not
respected, of course. A neutral, surely, is no
better than one of our own citizens, and we do
not permit our own citizens to fabricate cloth
for hostile uses.

General Garrard was then ordered to secure
the shallow ford at Roswell, and hold it until
he could be relieved by infantry; and as I con-
templated transferring the Army of the Tennes-
see from the extreme right to the left, I ordered
General Thomas to sendg a division of his infan-
try that was nearest up to Roswell to hold the
ford until General McPherson could send up a
corps frem the neighborhood of Nickajack.
General Newton's division was sent, and held
the ford until the arrival of General Dodge'’s
corps, which was soon followed by General
McPherson’s whole army. About the same
time General Howard had also built a bridge at
Powers’ ferry, two miles below General Scho-
field, had crossed over and taken a position on
his right. Thus during the ninth we had se-
cured three good and safe points of passage
over the Chattahoochee, above the encmy, with
good roads leading to Atlanta, and Johnston
abandoned his fete du pont, burned his bridges,
and left us undisputed masters north and west
of the Chattahoochee, at daylight on the tenth
of July.

This was one, if not the chief, object of the
campaign, viz: the advancement of our lines
from the Tennessee to the Chattahoochee, but
Atlanta lay before us, only eight miles distant,
and was too importanta place in the hands of an
enemy to be left undisturbed, with its magazines,
stores, arsenals, workshops, foundries, &c., and
more especially its railroads, which converge
there from the four great cardinal points. But
the men had worked hard and needed rest, and
we accordingly took a short spell. But in an-
ticipation of this contingency, I had collected a
well-appointed force of cavalry,about two thou-
sand strong, at Decatur, Alabama, with orders,
on receiving notice by telegraph, to push rap-
idly south, cross the Coosa, at the railroad bridge
or the Ten Islands, and thence by the most
direct route to Opelika. There is but one stem
of finished railroad connecting the channels of

—

trade and travel between Georgia and Alabamg
ard Mississippi, which runs from Montgomery
to Opelika, and my purpose was to break it up
effectually and thereby cut off Johnston’s army
from that source of supply and reinforcement.

General Rousseau, commanding the District
of Tennessee, asked permission to command the
expedition, and received it. As soon as John-
ston was well across the Chattahoochee, and ag
I had begun to maneuvre on Atlanta,I gave the
requisite notice, and General Rousscau started
punctually on the tenth of July. He fulfilled hig:
orders and instructions to the very letter,
whipping the rebel General Clanton en route ;
he passed through Talladega, and reached the
railroad on the sixteenth, about twenty-five
miles west of Opelika, and broke it well up to.
that place. Also three miles of the branch to-
ward Columbus, and two toward West Point.
He then turned north, and brought his command
safely to Marietta, arriving on the twenty-third,
having sustained a trifling loss—not to exceed
thirty men.

The main armies remained quiet in their
camps on the Chattahoochee until the sixteenth
of July, but the time was employed in collecting
stores at Allatoona, Marietta, and Vining’s sta~
tion, strengthening the railroad guards and
garrisons, and improving the pier bridges and
roads leading across the river. Generals Stone-
man’s and McCook’s cavalry had scouted well
down the river, to draw attention in that direc-
tion, and all things being ready for a general
advance, I ordered it to commence on the seven-
teenth ; General Thomas to cross at Powers’
and Pace’s ferry bridges, and fo march by
Buckhead ; General Schofield, already across
at the mouth of Soap's creek, to march by
Cross Keys; and General McPherson to direck
his course from Roswell straight against the
Angusta road, at some point east of Decatur,
near Stone Mountain. General Garrard’s cav-
alry acted with General McPherson, and Gene-
rals Stoneman and McCook watched the river
and roads below the railroad, On the seven-
teenth the whole army advanced from their
camps and formed a general line along the old
Peach-tree road.

Continuing on a general right wheel, General
McPherson reached the Augusta railroad on
the eighteenth, at a point seven miles east of
Decatur, and with General Garrard’s cavalry,
and General Morgan L. Smith's infantry division
of the Fifteenth corps, broke up a section of
about four miles, and General Schofield reached
the town of Decatur.

On the nineteenth, General McPherson turned
along the railroad into Decatur, and General
Schofield followed aroad toward Atlanta, lead-
ing by Colonel Howard’s house and distillery,
and General Thomas crossed Peach-tree creek
in force by numerous bridges, in the face of the
enemy’s inirenched lines. All found the enemy
in more or less force, and skirmished heavily.

On the twentieth all the armies had closed in,
converging toward Atlanta, but as a gap existed
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enerals Schofield and Thomas, two

g??;;?::s g’ (teneral Howard's corps of General
Tl]; mas’ army were moved to the left to con-
ec(;: with General Schofield, leaving General
%ewton's division of the same corps on the
Buckhead road. During the afternoon of the
twentieth, about four ». x., the enemy sallied
from his works in force, and fell in line of battle
ainst our right centre, composed of General
Newton’s division of General Howard's corps,
on the main Buckhead road ; of General Hook-
er's corps next gouth, and General Johnson's
division of General Palmer’s corps. The blow
_ was sudden and somewhat unexpected, but

General Newton had hastily covered his front
by 2 line of rail piles which enqbled him to
meet and repulse the attack on him. General
Hooker’s whole corps was uncovered, and
had to fight on comparatively open ground,
and it, too, after a very severe battle, drove
the enemy back to his intrenchments.  The
action in front of General Johnson was compara-
tively light, that division being well intrenched.
.o enemy left on the field over five hundred
dead, about one thousand wounded severely,
geven stands of colers, and many prisoners. His
loss could not have fallen short of five thousand,
whereas ours was covered by one thousand five
bundred killed, wounded, and missing; the

reater loss fell on General Hooker's corps,
om its exposed position.

On the twenty-first we felt the enemy in his
intrenched position, which was found to crown
the heights overlooking the comparatively open
ground of the valley of Peach-tree creek, his
right beyond the Augusta road to the east, and
his left well toward Turner’s ferry on the Chatta-
hoochee, at a general distance from Atlanta of
about four miles.

On the morning of the twenty-second, some-
what to my surprise, this whole line was found
abandoned, and I confess I thought the enemy
had resolved to give us Atlanta without further
contest ; but General Johnston had been relieved
of his command, and General Hood substituted.
A new policy seemed resolved on, of which the
bold attack on our right was the index. Our
advancing ranks swept across the strong and
well-finished parapet of the enemy and closed
in upon A tlanta, until we occupied a line in the
form of a general circle of about two miles’
radius, when we again found him occupying in
force a line of finished redoubts, which had
been prepared for more than a year, covering
all the roads leading into Atlanta; and we found
him also busy in connecting those redoubts
with curtains strengthened by rifle-trenches,
abatis, and chevaua de frise.

General McPherson, who had advanced from
Decatur, continued to follow substantially the
railroad, with the Fifteenth corps, General
Logan, and Seventeenth, General Blair on its
left, and the Sixteenth, General Dodge, on its
right, but as the general advance of all the
armies contracted the circle, the Sixteenth corps,
General Dodge, was thrown out of line by the

Fifteenth connecting on the right with General
Schofield near the Howard house. General
McPherson, the night before, had gained a high
hill to the south and east of the railroad, where
the Seventeenth corps had, after a severe fight,
driven the enemy, and it gave him a most com-
manding position within easy view of the very
heart of the city. He had thrown out working
parties to it, and was making preparations to
occupy it in strength with batteries. The Six-
teenth corps, General Dodge, was ordered from
right to left to occupy this position, and make it
a strong general left flank. General Dodge was
moving by a diagonal path or wagon-track
leading from the Decatur road in the direction
of General Blair’s left flank.

About ten a. a., I was in person, with General
Schofield, examining the appearance of the
enemy’s lines opposite the distillery, where
we attracted enough of the enemy’s fire of ar-
tillery and musketry to satisfy me the enemy
was in Atlanta in force, and meant to fight, and
had gone to a large dwelling close by, known as
the Howard house, where General McPherson
joined me. He described the condition of
things on his flank and the disposition of his
troops. I explained to him that if we met
serious resistance in Atlanta, as present appear-
ances indicated, instead of operating against it
by the left, I would extend to the right, and
that T did not want him to gain much distance
to the left. He then described the hill occupied
by General Leggett's division of General Blair’s
corps as essential to the occupation of any ground
to the east and south of the Augusta railroad, on
account of its commanding nature. I therefore
ratified his disposition of troops, and modified a
previous order I had sent him in writing to use
General Dodge’s corps, thrown somewhat in re-
serve by the closing up of our line, to break up
tailroad, and I sanctioned its going, as already
ordered by General McPherson, to his left, to
hold and fortify that position. The General re-
mained with me until necar noon, when some re-
ports reaching us that indicated a movement of
the enemy on that flank, he mounted and rode
away with his staff. I must here also state that
the day before I had detached General Garrard’s
cavalry to go to Covington, on the Augusta
road, forty-twe miles east of Atlanta, and from
that point to send detachments to break the two
important bridges across the Yellow and Ulco-
fanhatchee rivers, tributaries of Ocmulgee, and
General McPherson had also left his wagon-
train at Decatur, under a guard of three regi-
ments commanded by Colonel, now General
Sprague. Soon after General McPherson left
me at the Howard house, as before described,
I heard the sounds of musketry to our left rear,
at first mere pattering shots, bnt soon they
grew in volume, accompanied with artillery, and
about the same time the sound of guns was
heard in the direction of Decatur. No doubt
could longer be entertained of the enemy’s plan
of action, which was to throw a superior force
on our left flank, while he held us with his forts
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in front, the only question being as to the
amonnt of force he could employ at that point.
I hastily transmitted orders to all parts of our
centre and right to press forward and give full
employment to all the enemy in his lines,and
for General Schofield to hold as large a force in
reserve as possible, awaiting developmnents. Not
more than half an hour after General McPherson
had lett me, viz., about 12:30 ».ym. of the
twenty-second, his Adjutant-General, Lieutenant
Colonel Clark, rode up and reported that General
McPherson was either dead or a prisoner ; that
he had ridden from me to General Dodge's column,
moving a8 heretofore described,and had sent off
nearly all his staff and orderlies on various
errands, and himself had passed into a uarrow
path or road that led to the left and rear of Gen-
eral Giles A. Smith’s division, which was
General Blair’s extreme left ; that a few minutes
after he had entered the woods a sharp volley
was heard in that direction, and his horse had
come out riderless, having two wounds. The
suddenness of this terrible calamity would have
overwhelmed me with grief, but the living de-
manded my whole thoughts. I instantly de-
spatched a staff officer to Geeneral John A. Logan,
commanding the TFifteenth corps, to tell him
what had happened ; thathe must assume com-
mand of the Army of the Tennessee, and hold
stubbornly the ground already chosen, more
especially the hill gained by General Leggett the
night before.»

Already the whole line was engaged in battle.
Hardee's corps had sallied from Atlanta, and by
a wide circuit to the east had struck General
Blair's left flank, enveloped it, and his right had
swung around nutil it hit General Dodge in mo-
tion. General Blair's line was substantially
along the old line of the rebel trench, butit was
fashioned to fight outward. A space of wooded
ground of near half a mile, intervened between
the head of General Dodge’s column and Gen-
eral Blair’s line, through which the enemy had
poured, but the last order ever given by General
McPherson was fo hurry a brigade (Colonel
‘Wangelin's) of the Tiftecenth corps across from
the railroad to occupy this gap. It came across
on the double-quick, and checked the encmv.
While Hardee attacked in flank, Stewart's corps
was to attack in front directly out from the main
works, but fortunately their attacks were not
simultaneous. The enemy swept across the hill
which our men were then fortifying, and cap-
tured the pioneer company, its tools, and almost
the entire working party, and bore down on onr
leit until he encountered General Giles A.
Smith’s division of the Seventeenth corps, who
wag somewhat “ in air,” and forced fo fight first
from one gide of the old rifle parapet and then
from the other, gradually withdrawing, regiment
by regiment as to form a Hank to General
tt’s division, which held the apex of the
hiclt was the only part that was deemed
essential to our future plans. General Dodge
had caught and held well in check the enemy’s
right, and punished him severely, capturing

hill,

many prisoners. Smith (General Giles A.) had
gradually given up the extremity of his line and
formed a new one, whose right connected with
General Leggett, and his left refused, facing
south-east. On this ground and in this order the
men fought well and desperately for near four
hours, checking and repulsing all the enemy’s
attacks. The execution on the enemy’s ranksag
the angle was terrible, and great credit is due
both Generals Leggett and Giles A. Smith and
their men for their hard and stubborn fighting.
The enemy made no further progress on that
flank, and by four p. M. had almost given up the
attempt.
unopposed (for Gleneral Gerrard was absent at
Covington by my order), had reached Decatur
and attempted to capture the wagon trains, but
Colonel, now General Sprague, covered them
with great skill and success, sending them to the
rear of General Schofield and Thomas, and not
drawing back from Decatur till every wagon
was safe except three, which the teamsters had
left, carrying off the mules. On our extreme
left the enemy had taken a complete battery of
six guns, with its horses (Murray’s), of the
Regunlar Army. as it was moving along unsup-
ported and unapprehensive of danger, in a nar-
row, wooded road in that unguarded space
between the head of General Dodge’s column
and the line of battle on the ridge above, but
most of the men escaped to the bushes. He
also got two other guns on the extreme left
flank, that were left on the ground as General
Giles A. Smith drew off his men in the manner
heretofore described. About four p. u., there
was quite a lull, during which the enemy felt
forward on the railroad and main Decatur road,
and suddenly assailed a regiment which, with a
section of guns, had been thrown forward as a
kind of picket, and captured the two guns; he
then advanced rapidly and broke through our
lines at that point, which had been materially
weakened by the withdrawal of Colonel Martin's
brigade, sent by General Logan’s order to the
extreme left. The other brigade, General Light-
burn, which held this part of the line, fell back
in some disorder, about four hundred yards, to a
position held by it the night before, leaving the

enemy for a time in possession of two batter-

ies, one of which,a twenty-pounder Parrott bat-
tery of four guns, was most valuable to us, and

separating General Wood’sand General Harrow's

divisions of the Fitteenth corps, that were on
the right and left of the railroad. Being in per-
son close by the spot, and appreciating the vast
importance of the connection at that point, I
ordered certain batteries of General Schofield to
be moved to a position somewhat commanding,
by a left flank fire, and ordered an incessant fire
of shells on the enemy within sight and the
woods beyond, to prevent his reinforcing.
I also sent orders to General Logan, which he
had already anticipated, to make the Fifteenth
corps regain its lost ground at any cost, and in-
structed General Wood, supported by General
Schofield, to use his division and sweep the

In the meantime, Wheeler's cavalry =
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D
own from where he held it until he
,asigettﬁle batteries and rocovcred‘ thd lost
Far The whole was executed in superb
es our men and the exllemyh fighting
narrow parapet, but at last the enemy
agl;O: Sw‘ig?a.nd the %ifteenth corps regained its
osition and all the guns except the two ad-
vanced ones, which were out of view a}ld ha'd
peen removed by the enemy within his main
work. With this terminated the battle of the
swenty-second, which cost us three thousand sev-
en hundred aud twenty-two killed, wounded, and

-igoners.

P“ﬁgge among the dead was Major-General
McPherson, Whose body was recovered and
brought to me in the heat of battle, and I had
sent it, in charge of his personal staff, back to
Marietta, on its way to his Northern home. He
was a noble youth of strll_ung personal appear-
ance, of the highest professional capacity, and
with a heart abounding in kindness that drew to
him the affections of allmen. Hissudden death
devolved the command of the Army of the
Tennessee on the 1o less brave and gallant Gen-
eral Logan, who nobly sustained his reputation
and that of his veteran army, and avenged the
death of his comrade and commander. The
enemy left on the field his dead and wounded,
and about a thousand well prisoners. His dead
alone are computed by General Logan at three
thousand two hundred and forty, of which num-
ber two thousand {wo hundred were from
actual count, and of these he delivered to the
enemy, under a flag of truce, sent in by him (the
encmy) eight hundred bodies. I enfertain no
doubt that in the battle of July twenty-second
the enemy sustained an aggregate loss of full
eight thousand men. The next day General Gar-
rard returned from Covington, having succeeded
perfectly in his mission, and destroyed the
bridges at Ulcofauhatchee and Yellow rivers,
besides burning a train of cars, a large quantity
of cotton (two thousand bales), and the depots
of stores at Covington and Conyers’ station, and
bringing in two hundred prisoners and some
good horses, losing but two men, one of whom
was killed by acecident. Having, therefore,
sufficiently crippled the Augusta road, and ren-
dered it useless to the enemy, I then addressed
myself to the task of reaching the Macon road,
over which of necessity came the stores and
ammunition that alone maintained the rebel army
in Atlanta.

Generals Schofield and Thomas had closed
well up, holding the enemy behind his inner in-
trenchments. I first ordered the Army of the
Tennessee to prepare to wvacate its line and to
shift by the right, below Proctor's creek, and
General Schofield to extend up to the Augusta
road. Abont the same time General Rousseau
bad arrived from his expedition to Opelika,
bringing me about two thousand good cavalry,
but of course fatigued with its long and rapid
march, and ordering it to relieve General Stone-
man at the river about Sandtown, I shifted
General Stoneman to our left flank, and ordered

gl-ound. ;
gtyle, at tim

all my cavalry to prepare for a blow at the
Macon road, simultaneous with the movement of
the Army of the Tennessee toward Kast Point.
To accomplish this, I gave General Stoneman the
command of his own and General Garrard’s cav-
alry, making an effective force of full five thou-
sand men, and to General MecCook 1 gave his
own and the new cavalry brought by General
Rousseau, which was commanded by Colonel
Harrison of the Eighth Indiana cavalry, in the
aggregate about four thousand. These two well-
appointed bodies were to move in concert, the
former by the left aronnd Atlanta to McDonough,
and the latter by the right on Fayetteville, and
on a cerfain night, viz., July twenty-cighth, they
were to meet on the Macon road near Lovejoy's,
and destroy it in the most effectual manner. I
estimated this joint cavalry could whip all
Wheeler’s cavalry, and could otherwise fully ac-
complish its task, and I think sostill. Ihad the
officers in command to meet me, and explained
the movement perfectly, and they entertained
not a doubt of perfect success. At the very
moment, almost, of starting, General Stoneman
addressed me a note asking permission, after
fulfilling his orders and breaking the road, to be
allowed, with his command proper, to proceed
to Macon and Anderson, and release our prison-
ers of war confined al those points. There was
something most captivating in the idea, and the
execution was within the bounds of probability of
snccess. I consented that after the defeat of
Wheeler’s cavalry, which was embraced in his
orders, and breaking the road, he might attempt
it with his cavalry proper, sending that of
Greneral Garrard back to its proper flank of the
army. Both cavalry expeditions started at the
time appointed. I have as yet no report from
General Stoneman, who is prisouer of war at
Macon, but I know thal he despatched General
Garrard’s cavalry to Flat Rock, for the purpose
of covering his own movement to McDonough,
but for some reason unknown to me, he went off
toward Covington and did not again communi-
cate with General Garrard at Flat Rock. Gen-
cral Garrard remained there until the twenty-
ninth, skirmishing heavily with a part of
Wheeler’s cavalry and occupying their attention,
but hearing nothing from General Stoneman, he
moved back to Conyers’, where, learning that
General Stoneman had gone to Covington and
south on the east side of the Ocmulgee, be re-
turned and resumed his position on our left.
It is known that General Stoneman kept to the
east of the Ocmulgee to Clinton, sending de-
tachments off to the east, which did a large
amount of damage to the railroad, burning the
bridges of Walnut creek and Oconee, and de-
stroying a large number of cars and locomotives,
and with his main force appeared before Macon.
He did not succeed in crossing the Ocmulgee at
Macon, or in approaching Audersonville, but re-
tired in the direclion whence he came, followed
by various detachments of mounted men under
a General Iverson. He scems to have become
hemmed in, and gave consent to two thirds of
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his force to escape back while he held the
enemy in check with the remainder, about seven
hundred men, and a section of light guns. One
brigade, Colonel Adams, came in almost intact.
Another, commanded by Colonel Capron, was
surprised on the way back and scattered, many
were captured and killed, and the balance got in
mostly unarmed and afoot, and the General him-
self surrendered his small command, and is now
a prisoner at Macon. His mistake was in not
making the first concentration with Generals
McCook and Garrard near Lovejoy’s, according
to his orders, which is' yet unexplained.

Greneral McCook, in the execution of his part,
went down the west bank of the Chattahoochee
to near Rivertown, where he laid a pontoon
bridge with which he was provided, crossed his
command, and moved rapidly on Palmetto sta-
tion of the West Point road, where he tore up a
section of track, leaving a regiment to create a
diversion toward Campbelltown, which regiment
fulfilled its duty, and returned to camp by way
of, and escorting back, the pontoon-bridge train.
General McCook then rapidly moved to Fayette-
ville, where he found a large number of the
wagons belonging to the rebel army in Atlanta.
These he burned to the numnber of five hundred,
killing eight hundred mules, and carrying along
others, and taking two hundred and fifty pris-
oners, mostly quartermasters and men belonging
to the trains. He then pushed for the railroad,
reaching itat Lovejoy station at the time appoint-
ed. He burned the depot, tore up a section of the
road, and continued to work until forced to leave
off to defend himself against an accumnlating
force of the enemy. He could hear nothing of
General Stoneman, and finding his progress east
too strongly opposed, he moved south and west,
and reaching Newnan, on the West Point road,
where he encountered an infantry force coming
from Mississippi to Atlanta, which had been
stopped by the break he had made at Palmetto.
This force, with the pursuing cavalry, hemmed
him in, and forced him to fight. He was com-
pelled to drop his prisoners and captures, and
cut his way out, losing some five hundred offi-
cers and men, among them a most valuable
officer, Colonel Harrison, who, when fighting his
men as skirmishers on foot, was overcome and
made prisoner, and is now at Macon. He cut
his way out, reached the Chattahoochee, crossed
and got to Marietta, without further loss.

General McCook is entitled to much credit for
thus saving his command, which was endan-
gered by the failure of General Stoneman to
reach Lovejoy’s. But on the whole, the cavalry
raid is not deemed a success, for the real pur-
pose was to break the enemy’s communications,
which, though done, was on so limited a scale,
that I knew the damages would soon be re-
paired.

Pursuant to the general plan the Army of the
Tennessee drew out of its lines near the Decatur
road during the night of July twenty-sixth,and
on the twenty-seveuth moved behind the rest of

the army to Proctor’s creek, and south, to pro-|

long our line due south, facing east. On thag
day, by appointment of the President of th
United States, Major-General Howard assu
command of the Army of the Tennessce, and
had the general supervision of the movement’
which was made en echelon, General Dodge’s
corps, Sixteenth, on the left, nearest the enemy,
General Blair’s corps, Seventeenth, next to comg
up on its right, and General Logan’s corps, Fifs
teenth, to come up on 1ts right, and refused as g
flank, the whole to gain as much ground dug
south from the flank already established on Proe-
tor's creek as was consistent with a propep
strength. General Dodge’s men got into line in
the evening of the twenty-seventh; and Genera
Blair's came into line on his right early on the
morning of the twenty-eighth, his right reaching:
an old meeting-house called Ezra Church, near
some large open fields by the poor-house, on &
road known as the Bell's ferry or Lickskilleg
road. Here the Iifteenth corps, General
Logan’s, joined on and refused along a ridge well
wooded, which partially commanded a view over
the same fields. About ten a. m., all the army
wag in position, and the men were busy in
throwing up the accustomed piles of rails
and logs, which after awhile assumed the form
of a parapet. The skill and rapidity with
which our men construct them 1is won-
derful, and is something new in the art of
war. I rode along his whole line about that
time, and as I approached lzra Church there wag
considerable artillery firing, enfilading the road
in which I was riding, killing an orderly’s horse
just behind my staff. I struck across an open
field to where General Howard was standing in

the rear of the Fifteeenth corps, and walked up
to the ridge with General Morgan L. Smith, to
see if the battery which enfiladed the main road
and line of rail-piles could not be disposed of;
and heard General Smith give the necessary
orders for the deployment of one regiment for-
ward and another to make a circuit to the right,
when I returned to where General Howard was,
and remained there until twelve o’clock. During
this time there was nothing to indicate serious -
battle save the shelling by one, or atmost two,
batteries from beyond the large field in front of
the Fifteenth corps.

Wishing to be well prepared to defeat the
enemy if he repeated his game of the twenty-
second, I had, the night betore, ordered General
Davis' division of General Palmer’s corps,
which, by the movements of the Army of the
Tennessce, had been left, as it were, in reserve,
to move down to Turner’s ferry, and thence to-
ward Whitehall or Bast Point, aiming to reach
the flank of General Howard’s new line, hoping
that in case of an attack this division would in
turn catch the attacking force in flank or rear at
an unexpected moment. Iexplained it to General
Howard, and bade him expect the arrival of
such a force in case of battle. Indeed, I expect
ed to hear the fire of its skirmishers by noon.
General Davis was sick that day, and Brigadier-
General Morgan commanded the division which
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road near Calhoun. I could not have asked
anything better, for I had provided well against
such a contingency, and this detachment left me
superior to the enemy in cavalry. I suspended
the execution of my orders for the time being,
and ordered General Kilpatrick to make up a
well-appointed force of about five thousand
cavalry, and to move from his camp about Sand-
town during the night of the eighteenth to the
West Point road, and break it good near Fair-
burn ; thence to proceed across to the Macon
road, and tear it up thoronghly; to avoid as far
as possible the enemy’s infantry, but to attack
any cavalry he conld find. I thought this cav-
alry would save the necessity of moving the
main army across, and that in case of his success
it would leave me in better position to take full
advantage of the result.

General Kilpatrick got off at the time ap-
pointed, and broke the West Point road, and af-
terward reached the Macon road at Jonesboro’,
where he whipped Ross’ cavalry and got pos-
gession of the railroad, which he held for five
honrs, dumaging it cousiderably ; but a brigade
of the enemy’s infantry which had been de-
spatched below Jonesboro’ in cars was rnn
back, and disembarked, and with Jackson's
rebel cavalry, made it impossible for him to con-
tinue his work. He drew off to the east, and
made a circuit, and struck the railroad about
Lovejoy's station, but was again threatened by
the enemy, who moved on shorter lines, when
he charged through their cavulry, taking many
prisoners, of whom he brought in seventy, and
captured a four-gun battery, which he destroyed,
except one gun, which he brought in. He esti-
mated the damage done to the road as enough
to interrupt its use for ten days, after which he
returned by a circuit north and east, reaching
Decatur on the twenty-second. After an inter-
view with General Kilpatrick, I was satisfied
that whatever damage he had done would not
prodnce the result desired, and I renewed my
orders for the movement of the whole army.
This involved the necessity of raising the siege
of Atlanta, taking the field with our main force,
and using it against the communnications of At-
lanta instead of against its intrenchments, All
the army commanders were at once notified to
gend their surplns wagons, encumbrances of all
kinds, and sick, back to our intrenched position
at the bridge, and that the movement would be-
gin during the night of the twenty-fifth. Ac-
cordingly, all things being ready, the Fourth
corps, General Stanley, drew out of its lines on
our extreme left, and marched to a position be-
low Proctor's creek. The Twentioth corps,
General Williams, moved back to the Chatta-
hoochee. This movement was made without
loss, save a few things left in our camps by
thoughtless officers or men. The night of the
twenty-sixth the movement continued, the Army
of the Tennessee drawing out and moving rap-
idly by a circnit, well toward Sandtown and
across Camp creek, the Army of the Cum-
berland below Utoy creek, General Scho-

field remaining in position. This was effected
with the loss of but a single man in the

from the enemy. The third movement brought
the Army of the Tennessee on the West Poing
railroad, above Fairburn, the Army of the Cume
berland about Red Oak, and General Schofield
closed in near Digs and Mins. I then ordered
one day's work to be expended in destroying
that road, and it was done with a will. Twelve
and one half miles were destroyed, the tieg
burned, and the iron rails heated and tortured
by the utmost ingenunity of old hands at the
work. Several cuts were filled up with the
trunks of trees, with logs, rock, and earth inters
mingled with loaded shells, prepared as torpe-:
does, to explode in case of an attempt to clear
them out. Having personally inspected thig
work, and satisfied with its execution, I ordered
the whole army to move the next day eastward
by several roads. General Howard on the right
toward Jonesboro’, General Thomas, the centre,
by Shoal Creek Church to Couch’s, on the Decatur
and Fayettville road, and General Schoficld, on
the left,about Morrow’s mills. An inspection of
the map will show the strategic advantages of
this position. The railroad from Atlanta to
Macon follows substantially the ridge or “di-
vide” between the waters of Flint and Ocmul-
gee rivers, and from East Point to Jonesboro'
makes a wide bend to the east. Therefore, the
position I have described, which had been well
studied on paper, was my first “ objective.” It
gave me “interior lines,” something our enemy
had enjoyed too long, and I was anxious for once
to get the inside track, and therefore my haste
and desire to secure it. ‘
The several columns moved punctually on the
morning of the twenty-ninth. Genéral Thomas,
on the centre, encountered little opposition or
difficulty save what resulted from the narrow
roads, and reached his position at Couch’s early
in the afternoon. General Schofield, being
closer to the enemy, who still clung to East
Point, moved cantiously on a small circle around
that point, and came into position toward Rough-
and-Ready; and General Howard, having the
outer circle, had a greater distance to move. He
encountered cavalry, which he drove rapidly to
the crossing of Shoal creck, where the enem
also had artillery. Here a short delay occurred,
and some cannonading and skirmishing, but =
General Howard started them again, and kept
them moving, passed the Renfro place on the
Decatur road, which was the point indicated for
him in the orders of that day, but he wisely and
well kept on and pushed on toward Jonesboro’,
saved the bridge across F'lint river, and did not
halt until darkness compelled him, within half a
mile of Jonesboro’. Here he rested for the
night, and on the morning of August thirty-first,
finding himself in the presence of a heavy force
of the enemy, he deployed the Fifteenth corps .
and disposed the Sixteenth and Seventeenth on
its flanks. The men covered their front with the
usual parapet, and were soon prepared to act
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.
offensively of defensively, as the case called
for. i i | Thomas at
at night with Genera

i;;?: atlll]d as goou as I learned that General
Go ward had passed Renfro’s, T directed General
g[gomas to send to that place a division of (‘}en-
1 Joff. C. Davis’ corps, to move General Stan-
°m,s corps in connection with General Schofield’s
o ard Rough-and-Ready, and then to send for-
t'owl-d due east a strong detachment of General
g:vis’ corps to feel for the railroad. General
Schofield was also ordered to move boldly for-
and strike the railroad near Rough—apd—
Ready. These movements were progressing
during the thirty-first, when the enemy came out
of his works at Jonesboro’ and attacked General
Howard in position described. General Howard
was admirably situated to receive him, and re-
alsed the attack thoroughly. The enemy attacked
vith Lee's and Hardee’s corps, and after a con-
test of over two hours, withdrew, leaving over
four hundred dead on the ground, and his
wounded, of which about three hundred were

ward

left in Jonesboro’, could not have been much less |

than two thousand five hundred. Hearing the
gounds of battle atJonesboro’about noon, orders
were renewed to push the other movements on
the left and centre, and about four p. ., the re-

orts arrived simultaneously that General How-
ard had thoroughly repulsed the enemy at
Jonesboro’ ; that General Schofield had reached
the railroad a mile below Rough-and-Ready, and
was working up the road, breaking it as he
went; that General Stanley of General Thomas'
army, had also got the road below General Scho-
field and was destroying its working south, and
that General Baird of General Davis’ corps had
gtruck it still lower down within four miles of
Jonesboro’.

Orders were at once given for all the army to
turn on Jonesboro’, General Howard to keep the
enemy busy while General Thomas should move
down from the north, with General Schofield on
his left. I also ordered the troops as they
moved down to continue the thorough destruc-
tion of the railroad, because we had it then and
1 did not know but that events might divert our
attention. General Garrard’s cavalry was di-
rected to watch the roads to our rear, the north.
General Kilpatrick was sent south, down the west
bank of Flint, with instructions to attack or
threaten the railroad below Jonesboro’. I ex-
gected the whole army would close down on

onesboro’ by noon of the first of September.
General Davis’ corps, having a shorter distance
to travel, was on time,and deployed, facing south,
his right in connection with General Howard,
and his left on the railroad. General Stanley
and General Schofield were coming down along
the Rough-and-Ready road, aud along the rail-
road, breaking it as they came. When General
Davis joined to General Howard, General Blair’s
corps, on (Feneral Howard’s left, was thrown in
reserve, and was immediately sent well to the
right below Jonesboro’, to act against that flank
along with General Kilpatrick’s cavalry. About

four p. »., General Davis was all ready, and as-
saulted the enemy's lines across open ficlds,
carrying them very handsomely, and taking as
prisoners the greater part of Govan's brigade,
including its commander, with two four-gun
batteries. Repeated orders were sent to Gen-
erals Stanley and Schofield to hurry up, but the
difficult nature of the country and the absence
of roads are the reasons assigned why these
troops did not get well into position for attack
before night rendered further operations impos-
sible. Of course the next morning the enemy
was gone, and had retreated south. About two
o'clock that night the sounds of heavy explo-
sions were heard in the direction of Atlanta,.
distant about twenty miles, with a succession
of minor explosions, and what seemed like the
rapid firing of cannon and musketry. These
continued for about an hour, and again about
four a. m. occurred another series of similar dis-
charges, apparently nearer us,and these sounds
could be accounted for on no other hypothesis
than of a night attack on Atlanta by General
Slocum or the blowing up of the enemy’s maga-
zines. Nevertheless, at daybreak, on finding
the enemy gone from his lines at Jonesboro’, I
ordered a general pursuit south, General Thomas
following to the left of the railroad, General
Howard on its right, and General Schofield
keeping off about two miles to the east. We
overtook the enemy again near Love{'oy's station,
in a strong, intrenched position, with his flanks
well protected behind a branch of Walnut creek
to the right, and a confluent of the Flintriver fo
his left. We pushed close up and reconnoitered
the ground, and found he had evidently halted
to cover his communication with the McDonough
and Fayetteville roads.

Rumors began to arrive through prisoners
captured that Atlanta had been abandoned
during the night of September first ; that Hood
had blown up his ammunition-traing, which ac-
counted for the sounds so plainly heard by us,
and which were yot unexplained ; that Stewart’s
corps was then retreating toward McDonough,
and that the militia had gone off toward Coving-
ton. It was then too late to interpose and pre-
vent their escape, and I was satisfied with the
substantial success already gainod. According-
ly I ordered the work of destroying railroad {o
cease, aud the troops to be held in hand, ready
for any movement that further information from
Atlanta might warrant.

General Jeff. C. Davis' corps had been left
above Jonesboro’, and General Garrard's cavalry
was still further back, and the latter was ordered
to send back to Atlanta and ascertain the exact
truth and the real situation of affairs. But the
same night, viz.: of September fourth, a courier
arrived from General Slocum, reporting the fact
that the enemy had evacuated Atlanta, blown up
seven trains of cars, and had retreated on the
Mc¢Donough road. General Slocum had entered
and taken possession on the second of Septem-
ber.

The object of my movement against the rail-
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road was, therefore, already reached and conclud-
ed, and as it was idle to pursue our eneniy in that
wooded country with a view to his capture, I
gave orders on the fourth for the Army to pre-
pare to move back slowly to Atlanta. On the

fifth we drew back to the vicinty of Jonesboro’;

five miles, where we remained a day. On the
seventh we moved to Rough-and-Ready, scven
miles, and the next dayto the camps selected,
viz.: the Army of the Cumberland grouped
round about Aflanta, the Army of the Tennessee
about Iast Point, and that of the Ohio at
Decatur, where the men now occupy clean and
healthy camps.

I have not yet received full or satisfactory ac-
counts of Wheeler’s operations to our rear,
further than that he broke the road about Cal-
houn and then made his appearance at Dalton,
where Colonel Laibold held him in check until
General Steedman arrived from Chattanooga
and drove him off. He then passed up into
Bast Tennessee, and made quite a stay at Athens;
but on the first show of pursuit, he kept on
north across the Little Tennessee ; and crossing
the Holston near Strawberry Plains, reached the
Clinch near Clinton, and passed over toward Se-
quatchiee and McMinuville. Thence he seems
to have gone to Murfreesboro and Lebanon, and
across to Franklin. He may have committed
damage to the property of cilizens, but has in-
Jjured us but little, the railroads being repaired
about as fust as he broke them. From Franklin
he has been pursued toward Florence, and out
of the State by Generals Rousseau, Steedman,
and Granger; but what amount of execution
they have done to him is not yet reported.
Our roads and telegraph are all repaired,
and the cars run with regularity and speed. It
is proper to remark in this place, that during
the operation of this campaign, expeditions
were sgent out from Memphis and Vicksburg
to check any movements of the enemy’s forces
in Mississippi upon our communications. The
manuer in which this object was accomplished
reflects credit upon Generals A. J. Smith,
‘Washburn, Slocum, and Mower ; and, although
General Sturgis’ expedition was less successful
than the others, it assisted us in the main object
to be accomplished.

I must bear full and liberal testimony to the
energetic and successful management of our
railroads during the campaign. No matter
when or where a break has been made, the re-
pair train seemed on the spot, and the damage
was repaired generally before I knew of the
break. Bridges have been built with surprising
rapidity, and the locomotive whistle was heard
in our advanced camps almost before the echoes
of the skirmigh fire had ceased, Some of these
bridges—those of the Oostanula, the Etowah,
and Chattahoochee—are fine, substantial struc-
tures, and were built in inconceivably short
time, almost out of material improvised on the

spot.
Colonel W. W, Wright, who has charge of
the “construction and repairs,” is not only a

‘also succeeded, in 2 manner surprising to all of

T O
most skilful, but a wonderfully ingenious,
dustrious, and zealous officer, and I can hard}
do him justice. In like manner the officerg
charged with running the trains hayve succeede;
to my entire satisfaction, and have worked
perfect harmony with the Quartermasters ang
Comumissaries, bringing forward abundant supe
plies with such regularity that at no one tim
have we wanted for provisions, forage, ammuys
nition, or stores of any essential kind. )

Colonel L. C. Easton, Chief Quartermaster, and
Colonel A. Beckwith, Chief Commissary, have

us, in getting forward supplies. T doubt if ever
an army was better supplied than this, and T
commend them most highly for it, because I
know that more solicitude was- felt by the
Lieutenant-General commanding, and by the
military world at large, on this than on any
other one problem involved in the success of
the campaign. ¢

Captain T. G Baylor, Chief "Ordnance Officer,
has in like manner kept the army well supplied
at all times with every kind of ammunition. To
Captain O. M. Poe, Chief Engineer, I am more
than ordinarily indebted for keeping me sup~
plied with maps and information of roads and
topography, as well as in the more important
branch of his duties in selecting lines and mili-
tary positions. My own personal staff has been
small but select. i

Brigadier-General W. . Barry, an officer of
enlarged capacity and great experience, hasg 4
filled the office of Chief of Artillery to perfection,
and Lieutenaut-Colonel E. D. Hittoe, Chicf Medi-
cal Inspector, has done everything possible to
give proper aid and direction to the operations
of that important department. I have never
seen the wounded removed from the field of
battle, cared for, and afterward sent to proper !
hospitals in the rear with more promptness,
system, care, and success, than during this
whole campaign, covering over one hundred
days of actual battle and skirmish.

My Aides-de-Camp, Major J. C. McCoy, Cap-
tain L. M. Dayton and Captain J. C. Audenried

have been ever zealous and most efficient, car-
rying my orders day and night to distant points
of our extended lines, with an intelligence and
zeal that ensured the perfect working of ma-
chinery covering from ten to twenty-five milés
of ground, when the least error in the delivery
or explanation of an order would have produced
confusion ; whereas, in great measure owing to
the intelligence of these officers, orders have
been made so elear that these vast armies have
moved side hy side, sometimes crossing each
other’s tracks throngh a difficult country of
over a hundred and thirty-eight miles in length,
without confusion or trouble.

Captain Dayton hag also fulfilled the duties
of my Adjutant-Genoral, making all orders and
carrying on the official correspondence.

Three Inspectors-Geeneral completed my staffe
Brigadier-General J. M. Corse, who has since
been assigned the command of a division of the



r

+ DOCUMENTS.

315

corps, at the request of General
dee; liieute[x)m’nt—(}olonel w. Warner, of the
Dorgm;;r-sixth Ohio, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Seh‘:?leé Rwing, Inspector-General of the Fif-
Se;lth corps and Captain Thirteenth United

os Regulars. : - A
St{i‘t]?:se ogf’ﬁcers, of singular energy and intelli-

ence, have L 4
; dling these large armies.
i i}a{,ll thyege “armies in the field” were com-
;nacd by able officers, my equals 1 rank and
A= Major-General George H. Thomas,

Sixteent

ience. ;
iﬁ) ?Jl;{gleneral J. M. Schofield, and Major-General
0 ‘(’) Howard. With guch commanders I had

only to indicate the object desired, and they
accomplished it. I cannot overestimate their
gervices to the country, and must express my
deep and heartfelt thanks that, coming together
from different fields, wx_th different interests,
they have co-operated with a harmony that has
been productive of the greatest amount of,.suc-
cess and good feeling. A more harmonious
army does not exist.

been of immense assistance to me |

I now enclose their reports, and those of the |

corps, division, and brigade commanders, a
erusal of which will fill up the sketeh which I
Eave endeavored to make. I also submit tabu-
lar statements of our losses in battle by wounds
and sickness ; also, lists of prisoners captured,
gent to the rear, and exhanged: also, of the
guns and materials of war captured, besides the
important country, towns, and arsenals of the
enemy that we now “occupy and hold.”
All of which is respectfully submitted.
W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General Commanding.

H. W. Harueck,

Major-General :
< Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C,

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DrvisioN,
OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
Iy THE FIELD, ATLANTA, G4, Sept. 9, 1864.

!

General J. B. Hood, Commanding Army of Ten-
nessee, Confederate Army :

@GEexeraL: I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of this date, at the
hands of Messrs. Ball & Crew, consenting to the
arrangements I had proposed to facilitate the
removal south of the people of Atlanta, who pre-
fer to go in that direction. I enclose youa copy
of my orders, which will, I am satisfied, accom-
plish my purpose perfectly, You style the
measure proposed “ unprecedented,” and appeal
to the dark history of war for a parallel, asanact
of “studied and ingenious cruelty.” It is not
unprecedented, for General Johnston himself,
very wisely and properly removed the families
all the way from Dalton down,and I see no
Teason why Atlanta should be excepted.

Nor is it necessary to appeal to the dark his-
tory of war, when recent and modern examples
are so handy. You, yourself burned houses
along your parapet, and I have seen to-day, fifty
houses that you have rendered uninhzbitable,
because they have stood in the way of your

forts and men. You defended Atlanta on a line
8o close to town that every cannon shot and
many muskel-balls from our line of investment,
that overshot their mark, went into the hab-
itations of women and children. General Har-
dee did the same at Jonesboro’, and General
Johnston did the same last summer at Jackson,
Mississippi. I have not accused you of heart-
less cruelty, but merely instance these cases of
very recent occurrence, and could go on and
enumerate hundreds of others, and challengs any
fair man to judge which of us has the heart of
pity for the families of a brave people.

I say that it is kindness to these families of
Atlanta to remove them now, at once, from the
scenes that women and children should not be
exposed to, and the “ brave people” should scorn
to commit their wives and children to the rude
barbarians who thus, as you say, violate the laws
of war, as illustrated in the pages of its dark
history.

In the name of common sense I ask you not
to appeal to a just God in such a sacrilegious
manner. You, who in the midst of peace and

| prosperity, have plunged a natien into war, dark
iand cruel war, who dared and badgered us to

battle, insulted our flag, seized onr arsenals and
forts that were left in the honorable custody of
a peaceful ordnance sergeant, and seized and
made prisoners of war, the very garrisons sent
to protect your people against negroes and In-
dians.

Long before any overt act was committed by
the, to you, hateful Lincoln Government.you tried
to force Kentucky and Missouri into rebellion in
gpite of themselves, falsified the vote of Loui-
siana, turned loose your pirates to plunder un-
armed ships, expelled Union families by thou-
sands, burned their homes, and declared by an
act of your Congress the confiscation of all debts
due Northern men for goods had and received.

Talk thus to Marines, but not to me, who bave
seen these things, and who will this day make
as much sacrifice for the peace and honor of the
South as the best-born Southron among you.
If we must be enemies let us be men, and fight
it out as we propose to do, and not deal in such
hypocritical appeals to God and humanity.
God will judge us in due time, and he will pro-
nounce whether it will be more humane to fight
with a town full of women and the families of a
brave people at our backs, or to remove them in
time to places of safety among their own friends
and people.

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
W. T. SHERMAY,
Major-General,
Ern. B. Wapg, A. D. C.
x HEADQUARTERS Arary oF TRVNESSEE,
Septomber 12, 1864.
Major-General W. T. Skerman,Commander Mil-
itary Division of the Mississippi :

GexEraL: I have the honor to acknowledge

the receipt of your letter of the ninth instant,
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with its enclosure, in reference to the women,
children, and others, whom you have seen proper
to expel from their homes in the city of Atlanta.
Had you seen proper to let the matter rest
there, I would gladly have allowed your letter
to close this correspondence, and without your
expressing it in words, would have beeun willing
to believe that while “ the interest of the United
States,” in your opinion, compelled you to an act
of barbarous cruelty, you regretted the ncces-
gity, and we would have dropped the subject.
But you have chosen to indulge in statements
which I feel compelled to notice, at least so far
as to signify my dissent, and not allow silence in
regard to them to be construed as acquiescence.
I see nothing in your communication, which in-
dnces me to modify the language of condemna-
tion with which I characterized your order.
It but strengthens me in the opinion that it
stands * pre-eminent in the dark history of war,
for studied and ingenious cruelty.” Your orig-
inal order was stripped of all pretence; you
announced the edict for the sole reason that it
was “to the interest of the United States.”
This alone, you offered to us and the civilized
world as an all-sufficient reason for disregarding
the laws of God and man. You say that “ Gen-
eral Johnston himself, very wisely and properly
removed the families all the way ‘from Dalton
down.” Ttis due to the gallant soldier and gentle-
man to say that no act of his distinguished ca-
reer gives the least color to your unfounded
aspersion upon his conduct. He depopulated
no villages, nor towns, nor cities, either friendly
or hostile. He offered and extended friendly
aid to his unfortunate fellow-citizens, who de-
sired to flee from your fraternal embrace. You
are unfortunate in your attempt to find a jus-
tification for this act of cruelty, either in the de-
fence of Jonesboro’ by General Hardee, or of
Atlanta by myself. General Hardee defended
his position in front of Jonesboro’ at the expense
of injury to the houses, an ordinary, proper, and
justiliable act of war. I defended Atlanta al the
same risk and cost. If there was any fault in
either case, it was your own, in not giving
notice, especially in the case of Atlanta, of your
purpose to shell the town, which is usual in war
among civilized nations. No inhabitant
either town was expelled from his home and
fireside by either General Hardee or myself,
aud therefore your recent order can find no sup-
port from the conduct of either of us. I feel no
other emotior than pain in reading that portion
of your letter which attempts to justify your

of |

shelling of Atlanta without notice, under the !

pretence that I defended Atlanta upon a line so
close to town that every cannon-shot, and many
musket-balls from your line of investment, that
overshot their mark, went into the habitations
of women and children. I made no complaint
of your firing into Atlanta in any way you
thought proper. I make none now, but there
are a hundred thousand living witnesses that
you fired into the habitations of women and
children for weeks, firing far above and miles

beyond my lines of defence. I have too gog
an opinion, founded both upon observation agyy
experience, of the skill of your artillerists, f
credit the assertion, that they, for severg]
weeks, unintentionally fired too high for my
modest field-works, and slaughtered women ang
children by accident and want of skill.

The residue of your letter is rather discursiva
It opens a wide field for the discussion gf
questions which I do not feel are committed gy
me. Iam only a General of one of the armieg
of the Confederate States, charged with militiy
operations in the field, under the direction gof
my superior officers, and I am not called upoy
to discuss,with you the cause of the presep
war, or the political questions which led to gp
resulted from it. These grave and importan
questions have been committed to far able
hands than mine, and I shall only refer to them
so far as to repel any unjust conclusion whigch
might be drawn from my silence. You charge
my country with “ daring and badgering you 5‘
battle.” The truth is, we senbt commissioners 4
you, respectfully offering a peaceful separation,
before the first gun was fired on either side
You say we insulted your flag. The truth
is we fired upon it and those who fought undg
it when you came to our doorsupon the mission
of subjugation. You say we seized upon your
forts and arsenals, and made prisoners of the
garrisons sent to protect us against negroes
and Indians. The truth is, we expelled by
forco of *arms insolent intruders, and took
possession of our own forts and arsenals, to re

day, with unanimity unexampled in the his
tory of the world, warring against your al
tempts to become their masters. You sag
that we tried to force Missouri and Kentueky
into rebellion in spite of themselves. The
truth is, my Government, from the beginning

again offered, before the whole world, to leave:
it to the unbiassed will of those States, and all
others, to determine for themselves whether:
they will cast their destiny with your Goveri=
ment or ours ; and your Government has resiste
this fundamental principle of free institutions
with the bayonet, and labors daily by force and
fraud, to fasten its hateful tyranny upon tha
unfortunate freemen of these States. You say
we falsified the vote of Louisiana. The truth®
is, Louisiana not only separated herself from
your Government by nearly a unanimous vot@
of her people, but has vindicated the act upon:
every battle-field from Gettysburg to the
bine, and has exhibited an heroic devotion t&
her decision which challenges the admiratio

;%

and respect of every man capable of feeli
sympathy for the oppressed, or admiration foi
heroic valor. You say that we turned loos
pirates to plunder your unarmed ships. T
truth is, when you robbed us of our part of the:
navy, we built and bought a few vessels, hoisted

the flag of our country, and swept the seasT
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our navy, around the whole circum-
deﬁanceo%ft%’e globe. "You say we have expelled
ference 2 The truth 1s, not

. milies by thousands.
]gdg;;]llily his been expelled from the Con-
te States, that I am aware of, but on the
ary, the moderation of our Government to-
cong tgr;itors has been a fruitful theme of
ware - tion by its enemies, and many well-
de“m.‘gl‘ friends of our cause. You say my
mea‘,ni.lfnent by acts of Congress, has confiscated
?ol‘ledebts due Northern men for goods sold

ad delivered.” The truth is, Congress gave
e and ample time to your merchants and
du?]ers to depart from our shores with their
gﬁpsl goodS, and effects, 2.md ‘only segugstered
the p’mpel‘ty of our enemies in retaliation _for
their acts declaring us traitors, and confiscating
our property wherever their power extended,
either in their country or our own. Such are
our accusations, and such are the facts, known
of all men to be true. ;

You order into exile the whole population of
a city, drive men, women and children from
their houses at the point of the bayonet, under
the plea that it is to the. interest 9f _your
(Jovernment, and on the c]mm}hat this is an
act of “ kindness to these families of Atlanta.”
Butler only banished from New Orleans the
registered enemies of his Goverpment, and ac-
knowledged that he did it as a punishment.
You issue a sweeping edict covering all the
inhabitants of a city,and add insult to the injury
heaped upon the defenceless, by assuming that
you have done them a kindness. This you fol-
Jow by the assertion that you will “ make as
much sacrifice for the peace and honor of the
South as the best-born Southron.” And because
I characterize what you call kindness as being
real cruelty, you presume to sit in judgment
between me and my God, and you decide that
my earnest prayer to the Almighty Father to
gave our women and children from what you
call kindness, is a “sacrilegious, hypocritical
appeal.”

You come into our country with yonr army
avowedly for the purpose of subjugating free
white men, women and children; and not only
intend to rule over them, but you make negroes
your allies, and desire to place over us an in-
ferior race, which we have raised from barbar-
ism to its present position, which is the highest
ever attained by that race in any country, in all
time. I must, therefore, decline to accept your
statements in reference to your kindness toward
the people of Atlanta, and your willingness to
sacrifice everything for the peace and honor of
the South, and refuse to be governed by your
decision in regard to matters between myself,
my country, and my God.

You say “let us fight it out like men.” To
this my reply is, for myself, and, I believe, for
all true men, aye and women and children, in
my country, we will fight you to death. Better
die a thousand deaths than to submit to live
:ﬁlfier you or yonr Government and your negro

es,

Union
a BiNg
federa!

Having anewered the points forced upon me
by your letter of the ninth September, I close
this correspondence with you, and notwilh-
standing your comments upon my appeal to
God in the cause of humanity, I again humbly
and reverently invoke his Almighty aid in de-
fence of justice and right.

Respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
J. B. Hoop,
General.

F. H. WieFALL,
Aide-do-Camp.

THE CITIZENS® PETITION.
" ATLANTA, GEORGIA, September 1L

Major-General W. T. Sherman :

Sir: The undersigned, mayor and two mem-
bers of council for the city of Atlanta, for the
time being the only legal organ of the people of
the said city, to express their wants and wishes,
ask leave most earnestly, but respectfully, to pe-
tition you to recounsider the order requiring them
to leave Atlanta. At first view it struck us that
the measure would involve extraordinary hard-
ship and loss, but since we have seen the prac-
tical execution of it, so far as it has progressed,
and the individual condition of many of the
people, and heard their statements as to the in-
conveniences, loss, and suffering attending it, we
are satisfied that the amount of it will involve,
in the aggregate, consequences appalling and
heartrending. Many poor women are in an
advanced state of pregnancy, others now having
young children, and whose husbands are either
in the army, prisoners or dead. Some say: I
have such a one sick at home ; who will wait on
them when I am gone? Others say: What are
we to do ? we have no homes to go to, and no
means to buy, build, or to rent any—no parents,
friends or relatives to go to. Another says: I
will try and take this or that article of property,
but such and such things I must leave behind,
thoughIneed them much. We reply to them, Gen-
eral Sherman will carry your property to Rough-
and-Ready, and General Hood will take it thence
on. And they will reply to that: But I want to
leave the railroad atsuch a point, and cannot et
conveyance from there on. We only refer toa few
facts to try to illustrate in part how this measure
will operate in practice. As you advanced, the
people north of us fell back, and before your
arrival here a large portion of the people had
retired south, so that the country south of this
is already crowded, and without houses to ac-
commodate the people; and we are informed
that many are now staying in churches and other
out-buildings. This being so,how is it possible
for the people still here (mostly women and
children) to find any shelter ? and how can they

: live through the winter in the woods—no shel- |

ter or subsistence—in the midst of strangers who |
know them not,and without the power to assisfi
them, if they were willing to do so ? This is bu *

a feeble picture of the consequences of th® i
measure. You know the woe, the horror, a:
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the suffering, cannot be described by words.
Imagination can only conceive of it, and we ask
you to take these things into consideration. We
know your mind and time are constantly occu-
pied with the duties of your command, which
almost deters us from asking your attention to
this matter; but though it might be that you
had not considered the subject in all its awful
consequences, and that on more reflection you,
we hope, would not make that people an excep-
tion to all mankind, for we know of no such
instance ever having oceurred ; surely none
such in the United States; and what has this
helpless people done, that they are at once to be
driven from their homes, to wander as strangers,
outcasts and exiles, and to subsist on charity ?
We do notknow, as yet, the number of people
still here. Of those who are here, we are satis-
fied a respectable number, if allowed to remain
at home, could subsist for several months with-
out assistance, and a respectable number for a
much longer period, and who might not need
assistance at any time. In conclusion, we most
earnestly and solemnly petition you to recon-
sider that order, or modify it, and suffer this
unfortunate people to remain at home and enjoy
what little means they have.
Respectfully submitted,
Jaxmes M. CarLmoUN,
Mayor,
E. E. Rawson,
L. C. Wxrvs.

Councilmen,

GENERAL SHERMAN'’S REPLY.

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE MISSI:SIPPT,
IN THE FIELD, ATLANTA, GA., }
Septembor 12, 1864,

James M. Calkoun, Mayor, E. E. Rawson, and
L. C. Wells, representing the City Council of
Atlanta :

GextieMEn: I have your letter of the
eleventh, in the nature of a pelition to revoke
my orders removing all the inhabitants from
Atlanta. I have read it carefully, and give full
credit to your statements of the distress that
will be occasioned by it, and yet shall not re-
voke my order, simply because my orders are
not designed to meet the humanities of the
case, but to prepare for the future struggles in
which millions, yea hundreds of millions, of
good people outside of Atlanta have a deep in-
terest. We must have Peace, not only in
Atlanta, dut in all America. To secure this we
must stop the war that now desolates our once
happy and favored country. To stop war, we
must defeat the rebel armies that are arrayed
against the laws and Constitution, which all
must respectand obey. To defeat these armies
we must prepare the way to reach them in their
recesses, provided with the arms and instru-
ments which enable us to accomplish our pur-

ose.

E Now, I know the vindictive nature of our
eemy, and that we may bave years of military

cherations from this quarter, and, therefore,

- If the United States submils to a division now,

deem it wise and prudent to prepare in timg
The use of Atlanta for warlike purposes is ng
consistent with its character as a home fi
families. There will be no manufactures, cony
merce or agriculture here for the maintenang
of families, and sooner or later want will com
pel the inbabitants to go. Why not go :
when all the arrangements are completed fg
the transfer, instead of waiting till the plunging
shot of contending armies will renew the sceneg
of the past month? Of course, I do not appres
hend any such thing at this moment, but yoy
do not suppose this army will ‘be here till the
war 1s over. I cannotdiscuss this subject with
you fairly, because I cannotimpart to you whag
I propose to do, but I assert that my wmilitary
plans make it necessary for the inhabitants to go
away, and I can only renew my offer of services
to make their exodus in any direction as easy
and comfortable as possible. You canngf
qualify war in harsher terms than I will.

War is cruelty, and yon cannot refine it; and
those who brought war on our country deserve
all the curses and maledictions a ‘peeople can
pour out. I know I had no hand in making thi
war, and I know I will make more sacrifices to-
day than any of you to secure peace. But you
cannot have peace and a division of our countrys

it will not stop, but will go on %% we reap i 4-‘,
JSate of Mexico, which is eternal war. The United
States does and must assert its authority whe
ever it has power; if it relaxes one bit to pre=
serve if, it 7 gone, and I know that such is nof
the national feeling. This feeling assumes va-'
rious shapes, but always comes back to that of
Union. Once admit the Union, once more ac-
knowledge the authority of the National Govern-
ment, and instead of devoting your houses, and
streets, and roads to the dread uses of war, I
and this army at once become your protectors
and supporters, shielding you from danger, let
it come from what quarter it may. I know that
a few individuals cannot resist a torrent of
error and passion such as has swept the South™
into rebellion ; but you can-point out, so that™
we may know, those who desire a governmen
and those who insist on war and its desolation.”
You might as well appeal against the thunder-
storm as against these terrible hardships off
war. They are inevitable, and the only way
the people of Atlanta can hope once more fo
live in peace and quiet at home is fo stop this
war, which can alone be done by admitting that™
it began in error and is perpetuated in pride.
‘We don’t want your negroes, or your horses, or'
your houses, or your land, or anything you
have; but we do want, and will have, a just obe
dience to the laws of the United States. That we'
will have, and if it involves the destruction of
your improvements we cannot help it. You
have heretofore read public sentiment in your:
newspapers, that live by falsehood and excite=
ment, and the quicker you seek for truth im
other quarters, the better for you. |

I repeat, then, that by the original compact
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nited States had certain

‘f {t‘;”fﬁ,"’&fﬁgf{’ff wgick have never been re-
Z:‘f,]quished. and never will be ; that the South

0" V' r .
begﬁ)”m_“hguses, etc., long before meoln' was
?“-mlle d. and before the Sowth had one jot or
”.;?lé qf’provocation. I, myself, have scen in
ﬁﬁssouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi,
hundreds and thousands of women and children
fleeing from your armies and desperadoes,
hungry. and with bleeding feet. In Memphis,
Vicksburg, and Mississippi, we fed thousands
upon thousands of the families of rebel soldiers
left on our hands, and whom we could not see
starve. Now, that war comes home to you, you
feel very different—you deprecate its horrors,
put did not feel them when you sent car-
loads of soldiers and ammunition, and moulded
ghells and shot to carry war into Kentucky
and Tennessee, and desolate the homes of hun-
dreds and thousands of good-people, who only
ask to live in peace at their old homes, and
under the government of their inheritance.
But these comparisons are idle. I want peace,
and believe it can only be reached through
Union and war, and I will ever conduct war
purely with a view to perfect an early suc-
58,
" But, my dear sirs, when that peace does
come, you may call on me for anything. Then
will I share with you the last cracker, and
watch with you to shield your homes and
families against danger from any quarter.
Now, you must go, and take with you the
old and feeble; feed and nurse them, and bnild
for them in more quiet places proper habita
tions to shield them against the weather, until
the mad passions of men cool down and allow
the Union and peace once more to seitle on your
old homes at Atlanta.
Yours in haste,

W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General,

GENERAL LOGAN’S REPORTS,

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT AND ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
BEFORE ATLANTA, GA., July 24.

GexEran: I have the honor to report the
following summary of the result of the battle of
the twenty-second ult:

Total loss in killed, wounded and missing,
three thousand five hundred and twenty-one,
and ten pieces of artillery. We have buried
and delivered to the enemy under a flag of
truce sent in by them, in front of the Seventeenth
Army Corps, oue ‘thousand of their killled ;
the number of their dead in front of the
Fourth division of the same corps, including
those on ground not now occupied by our
troops, General Blair reports will swell the
number of their dead on his front to two thou-
sand. The number of dead buried in front of
the Fifteenth corps, up to this hour, is three
hundred and sixty ; and the commanding officer
reports at least as many more are unburied.
The number of dead buried in front of the Six-

by seizing forts, arsenals, mints,-

teenth corps was four hundred and twenty-two.
We have over one thounsand of their wounded
in our hands—a larger number of wounded
having been carried off during the night, affer
the engagement, by them. We captured eighteen
stands of colors, and have them now ; also cap-
tured five thousand stand arms. The attack
was made on our line seven times, and was
seven times repulsed. Hood'’s, Hardee’s corps
and Wheeler's cavalry engaged us. We have
sent to the rear one thousand prisoners, includ-
ing thirty-three commissioned officers of high
rank. We still occupy the field, and the troops
are in fine spirits.

Qur total loss is 3,521; the enemy’s dead,
thus far reported, buried or delivered to them,
3,220 ; total prisoners sent north, 1,017; total
prisoners wounded in our hands, 1,000; esti-
mated loss of enemy, at least 10,000.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

Jxo. A. Logaw,
Major-General.

To Major-General W. T, SHERMAN,

Commanding Military Division of Mississippi.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTERNTH ARMY CORPS,
BeFORE ATLANTA, July 29, 1864,

Coroxer: I have the honor to report that, in
pursuance of orders, I moved my command in
position-on the right of the Seventeenth Army
Corps, which was the extreme right of the army
in the field, on the night and morning of the
twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth instant, and
during my advance in line of battle to a more
desirable position we were met by the rebel
infantry from Hardee’s and Lee’s corps, who
made a desperate and determined attack at
half-past eleven o’clock A. x., on the twenty-
eighth. .

fy lines were only protected by logs and
rails, hastily thrown in front of them. The first
onset was received and checked, and the battle
commenced, and lasted until about three o’clock
in the afternoon. During that time six succes-
sive charges were made, which were six times
gallantly repulsed, each time with fearful loss to
the enemy.

Later in the evening my lines were several
times assaulted vigorously, bnt each time with
like result. The most of the fighting occurred
on Generals Harrow’s and Smith’s fronts, which
formed the centre and right of the command.
The troops could not have displayed more conr-
age nor greater determination not to yield. Had
they shown less they would have been driven
from their position. Brigadier-Generals Wood’s,
Harrow’s, and Smith’s division commands are
entitled to equal credit for gallant conduct and
gkill in repelling the assaults. My thanks are
due to Major-Generals Blair and Dodge for
sending me reinforcements at a time when they
were much needed.

My losses are fifty killed, four hundred and
thirty-nine wounded, and fifty-three missing ;
aggregate, five hundred and seventy-two.
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The division of General Harrow captured five
battle-flags. There were about fifteen hundred
or two thousand muskets captured. One hun-
dred and six prisoners were captured, exclusive
of seventy-three wounded, who have been re-
moved to hospitals, and are being taken care of
by our surgeons. Five hundred and sixty-five
rebels, up to this time, have been buried, and
about two hundred are supposed to be yet un-
buried. Large numbers were undoubtedly
carried away during the night, as the enemy
did not withdraw until nearly daylight. The
enemy’s loss could not have been, in my judg-
ment, less than six or seven thousand.

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

JouN A. Logax,
Major-General, commanding Fifteenth Army Corps.

Lieutenant-Colonel W. T. Cark,
v Assistant Adjutant-General

The endorsement upon the above report is as
follows :

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY OF THE
TENNESSER, BERORE ATLANTA, GA., July 29, 1864. }
In forwarding the within report I wish to
express my high gratification with the conduct
of the troops engaged. I neversaw befter con-
duct in battle. The General commanding the
Fifteenth Army Corps, though ill and much
worn, was indefatigable, and the success of the
day is as much aftributable to him as to any
one man. His officers, and in fact all the officers
of this army that commanded my observation,
co-operated promptly and heartily with him.

0. O. Howarp,
Major-General,

GENERAL THOMAS ORDER.

Aryy HEADQUARTERS, }
July 26, 1864.

The Major-General commanding the army con-
gratulates the troops upon the brilliant success
attending the Union arms in the late battles. In
the battle of the twentieth instant, in which the
Tweutieth corps, one division of the Fourth
corps, and part of the Fourteenth corps were
engaged, the total Union loss in killed, wounded
and missing was one thousand seven hundred
and thirty-three. In front of the Twentieth
corps there were put out of the fight six thou-
sand rebels ; five hundred and sixty-three of the
enemy were buried by our own troops, and the
rebels were permitted to bury two hundred and
fifty. The Second division of the Fourth corps
repulsed seven different assaults of the enemy,
with light loss to themselves, and which must
have swelled the number of dead buried by the
rebels to beyond three hundred. We also cap-
tured seven stands of colors. No official report
has been received of the part taken in the battle
by the Fourteenth corps. In the battle of the
twenty-second instant the fotal Union loss in
killed, wounded and missing was three thousand
five hundred, and ten pieces of artillery. The

rebel loss in prisoners captured was three thoy,
sand two hundred. The known dead of ghg
enemy in front of the Fifteenth and Sixteen
corps and one division of the Seventeenth co
was two thousand one hundred and forty-
The other divisions of the Seventeenth corps
pulsed six assaults of the enemy before they
back, and which will swell the rebel loss
killed to at least three thousand. The latest
ports state that we buried over three thousay
two hundred rebels killed in this fight. Thers
were captured from the enemy in this baftly
eighteen stands of colors and/five thousangd
stands of arms.
By command of 4
Major-Geeneral THOMAS,
W. D. WarppLE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL HOWARD'S ORDER.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT AND ARMY OF THE
TEXXISSEE, EAST PoINT, GA.,
September 9, 1864.

General Field Orders No. 10.

It is with pride, gratification and a sense of
Divine favor that I congratulate this noble army
upon the successful termination of the cam-
paign.

Your officers claim for youa wonderful record
—for example, a march of four hundred miles,
thirteen distinot engagements, four thousand’
prisoners, and twenty stands of colors captured,
and three thousand of the enemy’s dead buried;
in your front.

Your movements upon the enemy’s flank have
been bold and successful; first upon Resaca,
second upon Dallas, third npon Kenesaw, fourth
upon Nickajack, fifth, via Roswell, npon the
Augusta railroad, sixth upon Izra Church, to
the south-west of Atlanta, and seventh upom
Jonesboro’ and the Macon railroad. Atlanta
was evacuated while you were fighting at Joneg-
boro’.

The country may never know with what"pa-
tience, labor and exposure, you have tugged
away at every natural and artificial obstacle that
an enterprising and confident enemy could inter~
pose. The terrific battles you have fought may
never be realized or credited, still a glad acclaim’
is alrcady greeting you from the Government and
people, in view of the results you have helped
to gain, and I believe a sense of the magnitude
of the achievements of the last hundred days
will not abate, but increase with time and his
tory.

ur rejoicing is tempered, as il always must
be, by the soldier's sorrow at the loss of his
companions-in-arms. On every hillside, in every
valley, throughout your long and circuitous
route, from Dalton to Jonesboro’, you have bu-
ried them. '

Your trusted and beloved commander fell in
your midst; his name, the name of McPherson
carries with it a peculiar feeling of sorrow. f
trust the impress of his character is upon you
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all, to incite you to generous actions and noble
de,"l"ds' arning friends, and to all the disabled in

0 mo and b
ou extend a soldier’s sympathy.
bame'ﬁ"rgltl intimate acquaintance with you dates
My o twenty-eighth of July. Ineverbeheld
from th assaults than the enemy then made,

fiercer troops more steady and self-

r saw tead; .
aﬂdsgs;:fivein action than your divisions which
engaged.
weIrehT::: le;’nid that for cheerfulness, obe-

! apidity of movemeut, and confidence in
"“"““’d{?ﬁugy of Tennessee is not to be sur-
b“tﬂe(’i and it shall be my study that your fa}ir
P  shall continue, and my purpose to assist
rec01£ move steadily forward and plant the old
a0 every proud city of the rebellion.
flag 10 0. 0. Howarbp,

Major-General,

. L. TAGGART
SAM‘LEssiswnt Adjumul-’General

ORDER OF GENERAL LOGAN.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
East PoiNt, Ga., September 11, 1864,
Officers and Soldiers of the Flifteenth Army
%’3) fmve borne your part in the accomplish-
ment of the object of this campaign—a part
well and faithfully done.

On the first day of May, 1864, from Hunts-
ville Alabama, and its vicinity, you commenced
the march. The marches and labors performed

ou during this campaign will hardly find a
arallelin the history of the war. The proud
pame heretofore acquired by the Tiftcenth
corps, for soldierly bearing and daring deeds,
remains untarnished, its Iust}'e undxmme_d.
During the campaign you constituted the main
portion of the flanking column of the whole
army. Your first move against the enemy was
around the right of the army at Resaca, where,
by your gallantry, the enemy were driven from
the hills and his works on the main road from
Villanow to Resaca. On the retreat of the ene-
my, you moved on the right flank of the army,
by a circuitous route, to Adairsville; in the
game manner from there to Kingston and Dallas,
where, on the twenty-third of May, you met the
veteran corps of Hardee, and, in a severe and
Dbloody contest, you hurled him back, killing and
wounding over two thousand, besides capturmg
a large number of prisoners. You then move
round to the left of the army by way of Ack-
worth, to Kenesaw Mountain, where again you
met the enemy, driving him from three lines
of works, and capturing over three hundred
prisoners. During your stay in front of Kene-
saw Mountain, on the twenty-seventh of June,
you made one of the most daring, bold, and
heroic charges of the war,against the almost
impregnable position of the enemy on the Little
Kenesaw. You were then moved by way of
Marietta, to Nickajack creek, on the right of our
army ; thence back to the extreme left by way
of Marietta and Roswell, to the Augusta rail-

“Vor. XL—Doc. 21

road, near Stone Mountain, a distance of fifty

| miles, and after effectually destroying the rail-

road at this point, you moved by way of Deca-
tur to the immediate front of the rebel strong-
hold, Atlanta. Here, on the twenty-second day of
July, you again performed your duty nobly, as
patriots and soldiers, in one of the most severe
and sanguinary conflicts of the campaign. With
hardly time to recover your almost exhausted
encrgies, you were moved again around to the
right of the army, only to fight the same troops
against whom you had so recently contended ;
and the battle of the twenty-eighth of July, at
Ezra Chapel, will long be remembered by the
officers and soldiers of this command. On that
day it was that the Fifteenth corps, almost un-
aided and alone, for four hours contested the
field against the corps of Hardee and Lee. You
drove them discomfited from the field; causing
them to leave their dead and many of their
wounded in your hands. The many noble and
gallant deeds performed by you on this day
will be remembered among the proudest
acts of our nation’s history. After pressing
the enemy closely for several days, you
again moved to the right of the army, to
the West Point railroad, near Fairburn. After
completely desiroying the road for some dis-
tance, you marched to Jonesboro’, driving
the enemy before you from Pond creck, a dis-
tance of ten miles. At this point you again met
the enemy, composed of Lee's and Hardee's
corps, on the thirty-first of Augnst, and pun-
ished them severely, driving them in confusion
from the ficld, with their dead and many
wounded and prisoners left in your hands.
Hero again, by your skill and true-courage, yon
kept sacred the reputation you have so long
maintained, viz.: “ The Tifteenth corps never
meets the cnemy but to strike and defeat him.”
On the first of September, the Fourteenth corps
attacked Hardee. You at once opened fire on
him, and by your co-operation his defeat became
a rout. Hood, hearing the news, blew up his
ammunition trains, retreated, and Atlanta was
ours.

You have marched during the campaign, in
your windings, the distance of four hundred
miles ; have put %ors de combat more of the
enemy than your corps numbers; have captured
twelve stands of arms, two thousand four hun-
dred and fifty prisoners, and two hundred and
ten deserters. The course of your march is
marked by the graves of patriotic heroes, who
have fallen by your side; but,at the same time,
it is more plainly marked by the blood of
traitors, who have defied the Constitution and
laws, insulted and trampled under foot the glo-
rions flag of our country. We deeply sympa-
thize witi the friends of those of our comrades-
in-arms who have fallen ; our sorrows are only
appeased by the knowledge that they fell as
brave men, battling for the preservation and
perpetuation of one of the best governments of
earth. ‘‘Peace be to their ashes.”

You now rest for a short time from your la-
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bors. During your respite prepare for future
action. Let the country see, at all times, by
your conduct, that you love the cause you have
espoused ; that you have no sympathy with any
who would by word or deed assist vile traitors
in dismembering our mighty republic or trail-
ing in the dust the emblem of our national
greatness and glory. You are the defenders of
a government that has blessed you heretofore,
with peace, happiness and prosperity. Its per-
petuity depends upon your heroism, faithful-
ness and devotion.

When the time shall come to go forward
again, let us go with the determination to save
our nation from threatened wreck, and hopeless
ruin, not forgetting the appeal from widows
and orphans that is borne to us upon every
breeze, to avenge the loss of their loved ones
who have fallen in the defence of their country.
Be patient, obedient, and earnest, and the day
is not far distant when you can return to your
homes with the proud consolation that you
have assisted in causing the old banner to again
wave from every mountain, and over every
town and hamlet of our once happy land, and
hear the shouts of triumph ascend from a grate-
ful people, proclaiming that once more we have
one flag and one country.

Jorny A. Locax,
Major-General Commanding.

GENERAL SHERMAN’S ORDER.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
Mississept, 1N i FiELD, ATLANTA, Ga,, Sept. 8.

Special Field Orders, No. 68.

The officers and soldiers of the Armies of the
Cumberland, Ohio, and Tennessee, have already
received the thanks of the nation through its
President and Commander-inchief ; and it re-
mains now only for him who has been with you
from the beginning, and who intends to stay all
the time, to thank the officers and men for their
intelligence, fidelity and courage displayed in the
campaign of Atlanta.

On the first day of May our armies were lying
in garrison, seemingly quiet, from Knoxville to
Huntsville, and our enemy lay behind hisrocky-
faced barrier at Dalton, prond, defiant and exult-
ing. He had had time since Christmas to
recover from his discomfiture on the Mission
Ridge, with his ranks filled, and a new com-
mander-in-chief, second to none of the Confed-
eracy in reputation for skill, sagacity and
extreme popularity.

All at once, our armies assumed life and action,
and appeared before Dalton; threatening Rocky
Face we threw ourselves upon Resaca, and the
rebel army only escaped by the rapidity of its
retreat, aided by the numerous roads with
which he was familiar, and which were strange
to us.

Again he took post at Allatoona, but we gave
him no rest, and by a circuit toward Dallas, and
a subsequent movement to Ackworth, we gained
the Allatoona Pass. 'Then followed the eventful

battles about Kenesaw, and the escape of the
enemy across the Chattahoochee river. 1

The crossing of the Chattahoochee and break.
ing of the Augusta road was most handsomely"
executed by us, and will be studied as an ex-
ample in the art of war. At this stage of oup
game, our enemies became dissatished with
their old and skilful commander, and selected
one more bold and rash. New tactics werg
adopted. Hood first boldly and rapidly, on the
twentieth of July, fell on our right at Peach-
tree Creek, and lost. \

Again, on the twenty-second, he struck our
extreme left, and was severely punished ; and
finally again, on the twenty-eish.th, he repeated
the attempt on our right, and that time mustg
have been satisfied, for since that date he hag
remained on the defensive. We slowly and

radually drew our lines about Atlanta, teeling ‘
%or the railroads which supplied the Rebel army,
and made Atlanta a place of importance. ‘

We must concede to our enemy that he met
these efforts patiently and skilfully, but at last
he made the mistake we had waited for so long,
and sent his cavalry to our rear, far beyond the
reach of recall. Instantly our cavalry was on
his only remaining road, and we followed quickly
with our principal army, and Atlanta fell into
our possession as the fruit of well-concerted
measures, backed by a brave and competent
army. ‘
This completed the grand task which had
been assigned us by our Government, and your
General again repeats his personal and official
thanks to all the officers and men composing
this army, for the indomitable courage and per-
severance which alone could give success.

‘We have beaten our enemy on every ground
he has chosen, and have wrested from him his
own Gate City, where were located his foun-
dries, arsenals and workshops, deemed secure on
account of their distance from our base, and the
seeming impregnable obstacles intervening.
Nothing is impossible to an army like this, de-
termined to vindicate a Government wherever
our flag has once floated, and resolved to
mainiaiz them at any and all cost.

In our campaign many, yea, very many of our
noble and gallant comrades have preceded us
to our common destination, the grave; but they
have left the memory of deeds, on which a na-
tion can build a proud history. McPherson,
Harker, McCook, and others, dear to us all, are
now the binding links in our minds, that should
attach more closely together the living, who
have to complete the task which still lies before
us in the dim future.

I ask all to continue as they have so well be-
gun, the cultivation of the soldierly virtues that
have ennobled our own and other countries.
Courage, patience, obedience to the laws and
constituted anfhorities of our Government;
fidelity to our trusts,and good feeling among:
each other ; each trying to excel the other in
the practice of those high qualities, and it will
then require no propbet to foretell that our
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{1 in time emerge from this war puri-
gggng,’c.;v;uﬁres of war, and worthy its great
founder, Washington.

-

W. T. SHERMAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

THE DESPATCH FROM GENERAL GRANT,

Crry Poryt, VA., September 4,—9 P. M.

or- val Sherman :
Ma}f;vf“aj?]es,t received your despatch anouncing
the capture of Atlanta, In honor of your great
victory, I have just ordered a salute to be fired
ith sﬂotted guns from every batter__y bea.r_mg
X}cl)on the enemy. The salute will be fired with-
i midst great rejoicing.
e AT
Lieutenant-General.

All the corps, regiments and batteries com-
posing the army mat)}rl, §v1tholnt furtfl}qer (&rders%
i i nta on their colors. order o
Jhibe A Major-General S)IIIERMAN.

L. M. Dayron,

Aid-de-Camp.
By command of Major-General THoMS.

pErT H. RANSEY
Ro AA'G,

Doc. 40.

THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG, PA.
CORRECTION OF OFFICIAL REPORTS.

TuLrABOMA, December 30, 1863.

Dear GexeraL: Your favor of the twenty-

third has been received. I enclose a copy of a
letter which I send to General Meade by the
mail of to-day. I wish you would try to see
Meade after he gets my letter,and talk this mat-
ter over, and learn what he intends to do. He
must write to the Secretary of War on the sub-
ject.
) My corps is together again, Geary having
been ordered to Bridgeport and Stevenson. I
feel confident that everything will work out
right in the end, and I am very anxious you
should return to the corps before the spring
campaign opens. I will endeavor to give yon
a position more agreeable to you than the one
you have held heretofore. So don't make ar-
rangements which will take you away.

Williams has gone on leave.

Please let me hear from you.

Yours truly,
2 H. W. Srocom.
To Brigadier-General GEORGE S. GREENE.

LETTER FROM GENERAL SLOCUM.

HEesDQUARTERS TWELFTH CORPS,
December 1863,
Major-General George @. Meade Commanding
Army of the Potomac.
GENERAL: I enclose herewith the ‘report of
General 1. H. Ruger, of opera‘ions of the First

division, Twelfth corps, at the batt.
tysburg, together with the report

brigade and regimental commanders. - _.crat

{ Ruger with a large portion of his division was
| ordered to New York city soon after the battle,

and immediately after his return from New
York, the corps was ordered to this depart-
ment. The reports of General Williams and
myself were delayed with the hope of receiving
General Ruger’s report in time to forward it
with them. I deeply regret the necessity
which compelled me to send my report ana
that of General Williams unaccompanied by
any report of the operations of the First div-
ision, for although an account of the operations
of this division was given in the report of
General Williams who commanded the corps
during the battle, I think the absence of Ruger’s
report may account for some of the errors con-
tained in your report as to the operations of the
Twelfth corps.

I enclose a letter from General Williams call-
ing my attention to these errors, to which I
respectfully invite your attention, and if any-
thing can be done at this late day to correct
these errors, I trust you will do it. Your re-
port is the official history of this important
battle, and to this report reference will always
be made by our Government, our people, and
the historian, as the most reliable and accurate
account ef the services performed by each
corps, division and brigade of your army. If
you have inadvertently given to one division
the credit of having performed some merito-
rious service, which was in reality performed
by another division, yon do an injustice to
brave men, and defrand them of well-earned
laurels. It is an injustice which even time can-
not correct. That errors of this nature exist in
your official report is an indisputable fact.

You give great credit to Lockwood’s brigade
for services on the evening of July second, but
state that this brigade was a portion of the
First corps, while it never at any time belonged
to that corps, but was a portion of the Twelfth
corps, and was accompanied in its operations
on the evening of July second, by General
Williams in person. A portion of this brigade
(the One Hundred and Fiftieth New York) is still
in General Williams’ division. I copy the fol-
lowing statement from your report: ¢During
the heavy assault on our left, portions of the
Twelfth corps were sent as reinforcements ;
during their absence the line .on the extreme
right was held by a very much reduced force.
This was taken advantage of by the enemy, who,
during the absence of General Geary's division
of the Twelfth corps, advanced and occupied
part of the line. On the morning of the third,
General Geary, having returned during the
night, attacked at early dawn the enemy, and
succeeded in driving him back and reoccupy-
ing his former position. A spirited contest was
maintained all the morning along this part
of the line. General Geary reinforced by
Wheaton’s brigade of the Sixth corps, main-
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back to Sherman, General Canby sent a part of
it to disperse a force of the enemy that was
collecting near the Mississippi river. General
Smith met and defeated this force near Lake
Chicot on the fifth of June. Our loss was about
forty killed and seventy wounded.

In the latter part of July, General Canby sent
Major-General Gordon Granger, with such forces
as he could collect, to codperate with Admiral
Farragnt against the defences of Mobiie bay.
On the eighth of August, Fort Gaines surrendered
to the combined naval and land forces. Fort
Powell was blown np and abandoned.

On the ninth, Fort Morgan was invested, and,
after a severe bombardment, surrendered on the
twenty-third. The total captures amounted to
one thousand four hundred and sixty-four pris-
oners, and one hundred and four pieces of artil-
lery.

About the last of August, it being reported
that the rebel General Price, with a force of
about ten thousand men, had reached Jackson-
port, on his way to invade Missouri, General
A. J. Smith’s command, then e 7oute from Mem-
phis to join Sherman, was ordered to Missouri.
A cavalry force was also, at the same tine, sent
from Memphis,- under command of Colonel
‘Winslow. This made General Rosecrans’
forces superior to those of Price, and no doubt
was entertained he would be able to check Price
and drive him back; while the forces under
General Steele, in Arkansas, would cut off his
retreat. On the twenty-sixth day of September,
Price attacked Pilot Knob, and forced the garri-
son to retreat, and thence moved north to the
Missouri river, and continued up that river to-
ward Kansas. General Curtis, commanding de-
partment of Kansas, immediately collected such
forces as he could to repel the invasion of Kan-
sas, while General Rosecrans’ cavalry was
operating in his rear.

The enemy was brought to battle on the Big
Blue,and defeated, with the Joss of nearly all his
artillery and trains, and a large number of pris-
oners. He made a precipitate retreat to North-
ern Arkansas. The impunity with which Price
was enabled to roam over the State of Missouri
for a long time, and the incalculable mischief
done by him, shows to how little purpose a
superior force may be used. There is no rea-
son why General Rosecrans should not have
concentrated his forces, and beaten and driven
Price before the latter reached Pilot Knob.

September twentieth, the enemy’s cavalry,
under Forrest, crossed the Tennessee near
Waterloo, Alabama, and on the twenty-third
attacked the garrison at Athens, consisting of
six hundred men, which capitulated on the
twenty-fourth. Soon after the surrender two
regiments of reinforcements arrived, and after a
severe fight were compelled to surrender. For-
rest destroyed the railroad westward, captured
the garrison at Sulphur Branch trestle, skir-
mished with the garrison at Pulaski on the
twenty-seventh, and on the same day cut the

——

Nashville and Chattanooga railroad near Tull
homa and Dechard. On the morning of the thi
tieth one colnmn of Forrest's command, und;
Buford, appeared before Huntsville, and sug
moned the surrender of the garrison. Recei:
ing an answer in the negative, he remained j
the vicinity of the place until the next mornin,
when he again summoned its surrender, and r
ceived the same reply as on the night befor
He withdrew in the direction of Athens, whig
place had been regarrisoned, and attacked it g
the afternoon of the first of October, but wit]
out success. On the morning of the second
renewed his attack, but was handsomely r
pulsed.

Another column under Forrest appeared be
fore Columbia on the morning of the first, by
did not make an attack. On the morning of th
third he moved toward Mount Pleasant. Whil
these operations were going on, every exertio
was made by General Thomas to destroy th
forces under FForrest before he could recross th
Tennessee, but was unable to prevent his escap
to Corinth, Mississippi.

In September, an expedition under Gener:
Burbridge was sent to destroy the salt works a
Saltville, Virginia. He met the enemy on th
second of October, about three miles and a hal
from Saltville, and drove him into his strongly
intrenched position around the salt works, fror
which he was unable to dislodge him. During
the night he withdrew his command,and returne;
to Kentucky.

General Sherman, immediately after the fall ¢
Atlanta, put his armies in camp in and abou
the place, and made all preparations for refitting
and supplying them for future service. Thi
great length of road from Atlanta to the Cum
berland river, however, which had to be guard
ed, allowed the troops but little rest.

During this time Jefferson Davis made
speech in Macon, Georgia, which was reportet
in the papers of the South, and soon becam
known to the whole country, disclosing the
plans of the enemy, thus enabling General Sher
man to fully meet them. He exhibited the
weakness of supposinfg that an army that ha
been beaten and fearfully decimated in a vai
attempt at the defensive, could successfully un
dertake the offensive against the army that hac
so often defeated it.

In execution of this plan, Hood, with hi
army, was soon reported to the south-west o
Atlanta. Moving far to Sherman's right, he
succeeded in reaching the railroad about Big
Shanty, and moved north on it.

General Sherman, leaving a force to hold At
lanta, with the remainder of his army fell upor
him and drove him to Gadsden, Alabama. See
ing the constant annoyance he would have witl
the roads to his rear if he attempted to hol
Atlanta, General Sherman proposed the aban
donment and destruction of that place, with al
the railroads leading to it, and telegraphed m
as follows : 7
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 CENTREVILLE, GA., October 10—noon.

about Wilson just received.
Y ge{gspi'gc\}vl crossing Coosa river, twelve miles
Hoo Rome, bound west. If he passes over
belo;;,’obﬂe and Ohio road, had I not better exe-
.- the plan of my letter sent by Colonel Por-
R d leave General Thomas, with the troops
gt a?n Tennessee, to defend the State? He
n‘?ﬁv pave an ample force when the reinforce-
s tg ordered reach Nashville.
men % W. T. SHERMAN,
¢t Major-Gieneral,

& Lieutenantr(}enera.l G;zANT.”

11 understanding of the plan referred
tolf,;)rt}?i;‘udespatch, I quote from the letter sent
by Colonel Porter: “1 will therefore give my
oyinion, that your army and Canby’s should be
rginforced to the maximum ; that after you get
Wilmington, you strike for Savannah and the
river;n\(t;ha.t Canby be instructed to hold the
Mississippi river, and send a force to get Co-
Jumbus, Georgia, either _by the way of the Ala-
bama or the Appalachicola, and that I keep
Hood employed and put my army in final order
for a march on Augusta, Columbia, and Charles-
ton, to be ready as soon as Wilmington is sealed
a8 to commerce, and the city of Savannah is in
our possession.” This was in reply to a letter
of mine of date September twelfth, in answer to
a despatch of his conta.iuing substantially the
game proposition, and in which I infqrmgd him
of a proposed movement against Wilmington,
and of the situation in Virginia, etc.

¢ Crry Poivt, V4., October 11, 1864—11 A, M.

“Your despatch of October tenth received.
Does it not look as if Hood was going to
attempt the invasion of Middle Tennessee,
using the Mobile and Ohio and Memphis and
Charleston roads to supply his base on the
Tennessee river, aboul Florence or Decatur?
If he does this, he ought to be met and pre-
vented from getting north of the Tennessee
river. If you were to cut loose, I do not be-
lieve you would meet Hood's army, but would
be bushwhacked by all the old men and little
boys, and such railroad guards as are still
lett at home. Hood would probably strike for
Nashville, thinking that by going north he
could inflict greater damage upon us than we
could upon the rebels by going south. If there
i8 any way of getting at Hood's army I would
prefer that; but I must trust to your own judg-
ment. I find I shall not be able to send a force
from here to act with you on Savannah. Your
movements, therefore, will be independent of
mine ; at least until the fall of Richmond takes
place. Iam afraid Thomas, with such lines of
road as he has to protect, could not prevent
Hood from going north. With Wilson turned
loose, with all your cavalry, you will find the
rebels put much more on the defensive than
heretofore. “T. 8. GrANT,

2 “ Lieutenant-General.
* Major-General W, T. SEERMAN.”

| can constantly break my roads.

“ KINGSTON, GA., October 1111 A. .

“Hood moved his army from Palmetto
station across by Dallas and Cedartown, and is
now on the Coosa river, south of Rome. He
threw one corps on my road at Acworth, and I
was forced to follow. I hold Atlanta with the
Twentieth corps, and have strong detachments
along my line. This reduces my active force to
a comparatively small army. We cannot remain
here on the defensive. With the twenty-five
thousand men, and the bold cavalry he has, he
I would in-
finitely prefer to make a wreck of the road, and
of the country from Chattanooga to Atlanta, in-
cluding the latter city, send back all my
wounded and worthless, and, with my effective
army, move through Georgia, smashing things,
to the sea. Hood may turn into Tennessee and
Kentucky, but I believe he will be forced to
follow me. Instead of my being on the defensive,
I would be on the offensive ; instead of guess-
ing at what he means to do, he would have to
guess at my plans. The difference in war is
full twenty-five per cent. I can make Savannah,
Charleston, or the mouth of the Chattahoochee.

“ Answer quick, as I know we will not have
the telegraph long.

“W. T. SHERMAYN,
“ Major-General,
“ Lieutenant-General Grant.”

¢¢ Crry Powyt, Va., October 11, 1864—11:20 P. M.

“Your despatch of to-day received. If you
are satisfied the trip to the sea-coast can be
made, holding the line of the Teunessee river
firmly, you may make it, destroying all the rail-
road south of Dalton or Chattanooga, as you

think best.
“T. 8. GraxT,

‘¢ Lieutenant-General.
“ Major-General W. T. SmEryAN.” -

It was the original design to hold Atlanta,
and by getting through to the coast, with a gar-
rison left on the southern railroads, leading east
and west, through Georgia, to effectually sever
the east from the west. In other words, cut
the would-be confederacy in two again, as it
had been cut once by our gaining possession of
the Mississippi river. General Sherman’s plan
virtually effected this object.

General Sherman commenced at once his prep-
arations for his proposed movement, keeping
his army in position in the meantime to watch
Hood. Becoming satisfied that Hood had moved
westward from Gadsden across Sand mountain,
General Sherman sent the Fourth corps, Major-
Geeneral Stanley commanding, and the Twenty-
third carps, Major-General Schofield command-
ing, back to Chattanooga, to report to Major-
General Thomas, at Nashville, whom he had
placed in command of all the troops of his
military division, save the four army corps and
cavalry division he designed to move with
through Georgia. With the troops thus left at
his disposal, there was little doubt that General


http:receiv.ed

344

REBELLION RECORD, 1862-G5.

Thomas could hold the line of the Tennessee,
or, in the event Hood should force it, would be
able to concentrate and beat him in battle. It
was therefore readily consented to that Sher-
man shounld start for the sea-coast.

Having concentrated his troops at Atlanta by
the fourteenth of November, he commenced his
march, threatening both Augusta and Macon.
His coming-out point could not be definitely
fixed. Having to gather his subsistence as he
marched through the country, it was not impos-
sible that a force inferior to his own might com-
pel him to head for such point as he could
reach, instead of such as he might prefer. The
blindness of the enemy, however, in ignoring
his movement, and sending Hood's army—the
only considerable force he had west of Rich-
mond and east of the Mississippi river—north-
ward on an offensive campaign, left the whole
country open, and Sherman’s route to his own
choice.

How that campaign was conducted, how little
opposition was met with, the condition of the
country through which the armies passed, the
capture of Fort McAllister, on the Savannah
river, and the occupation of Savannah on the
twenty-first of December, are all clearly set
forth in Geeneral Shermaun’s admirable report.

Soon after General Sherman commenced his
march from Atlanta, two expeditions, one from
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and one from Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, were started by General Can-
by to cut the enemy’s line of communication
with Mobile, and detain troops in that field.
General Foster, commanding Department of the
South, also sent an expedition, »iz Broad river,
to destroy the railroad between Charleston and
Savannah. The expedition from Vicksburg,
under command of Brevet Brigadier-General
E. D. Osband (Colonel Third United States Col-
ored Cavalry), captured, on the twenty-seventh
of November, and destroyed the Mississippi
Central railroad bridge and trestle-work over
Big Black river, near Canton, thirty miles of
the road, and two locomotives, besides large
amounts of stores. The expedition from Baton
Rouge was without favorable results. The ex-
pedition from the Department of the South,
under the immediate command of Brigadier-
General John P. Hatch, consisting of about five
thousand men of all arms, including a brigade
from the navy, proceeded up Broad river and
debarked at Boyd's Neck, on the twenty-ninth
of November, from where it moved to strike
the railroad at Grahamsville. At Honey Hill,
about three miles from Grahamsville, the enemy
was found and attacked, in a strongly-fortified
position, which resulted, after severe fighting,
in our repulse, with a loss of seven hundred
and forty-six in killed, wounded and missing.
During the night General Hatch withdrew. On
the sixth of December (General Foster obtained
a position covering the Charleston and Savan-
nah railroad, between the Coosawatchie and
Talifinny rivers.

Hood, instead of following Sherman, contin-

ued his move northward, which seemed to m
to be leading to his certain doom. At all evengg
had I had the power to command both armijeg
I should not have changed the orders undg
which he seemed to be acting. On the twengy
sixth of October the advance of Hood's arm;
attacked the garrison at Decatur, Alabama, by
failing to carry the place, withdrew towapg
Conrtland, and succeeded, in the face of oug
cavalry, in cffecting a lodgement on the norgh
side of the Teunessee river, near Florengg,
On the twenty-eighth Forrest reached the Teps
nessee at Fort Heiman, and captured a gunbog
and three transports. On the second of Novem
ber he planted batterics above and below Johp.
sonville, on the opposite side of the river, isa:
lating three gunboats and eight transports. Qg
the fourth the enemy opened his batteries upog
the place, and was replied to from the gunboats
and the garrison. 8

The gunboats becoming dis:
abled, were set on fire, as also were the trans
ports, to prevent their falling into the hands of
the enemy. About a million and a half dollarg!
worth of stores and property on the levee ang
in storehouses was consumed by fire. On the
fifth the enemy disappeared and crossed to the
north side of the Tennessee river, above Johne
sonville, moving toward Clifton, and subges
quently joined Hood. On the night of the fifth
General Schoficld, with the advance of the
Twenty-third corps, reached Johnsonville, bug
finding the enemy gone, was ordered to Pulaski,
and put in command of all the troops there,
with instructions to watch the movements of
Hood and retard his advance, but not to risk g
general engagement until the arival of General
A. J. Smith's command from Missouri, and un
General Wilson could get his cavalry
mounted. )

On the nineteenth General Hood continue
his advance. General Thomas, retarding hin
as much as possible, fell back toward Nashvill
for the purpose of conceutrating his comman
and gaining time for the arrival of reinforce:
ments. The enemy coming up with our mai
force, commanded by General Schofield,
Franklin, on the thirtieth, assaulted our works
repeatedly during the afternoon, until late a
night, but were in every instance repulsed. Hig
loss in this battle was one thousand seven hu
dred and fifty killed, seven hundred and two
prisoners, and three thousand eight hundre
wounded. Among his losses were six genera
officers killed, six wounded, and one captured.
Our entire loss was two thousand three lLuns
dred. This was the first serious opposition the
enemy met with, and I am satisfied was the fatal
blow to all his expectations. During the night
General Schofield fell back toward Nashville.
This left the field to the enemy—not lost by bate
tle, but voluntarily abandoned—so that General
Thomas’ whole force might be brought together.
The enemy followed up, and commenced the
establishment of his line in front of Nashe
ville on the second of December.

As soon as it was uscertained that Hood was
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: ennessee river, and that Price
cfosﬂﬂ'(‘)ginéhﬁu'{ of Missouri, General Rosecrans
was 8 ered to send to General Thoma(.ls thg
neral A. J. Smith's command, an
h other(i:wps as he could spare. The ad-
Bae o of this reinforcement reached Nashville
varltf;l o thirtieth of November.
onon the morning of the fifteenth December
eneral Thomas attacked Hood in position, and,
: g battle Jasting two days, defeated and drove
n from the field in the utmost confusion,
hm‘,,ing in our hands most of his artillery and
l;i;ny thousand prisoners, including four general
oﬂigggg;e the battle of Nashville I grew very
impatient over, as it appeared to me, the unne-
cessary delay. This impatience was increased
apon learning that the enemy had sent a force
of cavalry across the Cumberla:nd into Kentucky.
I feared Hood would cross his whole army and
ive us great trouble there. After urging upon
General Thomas the necessity of immediately
assuming the offensive, I started west to super-
intend matters there in person. Reaching Wash-
ington City, I received General Thomas’ de-
gpatch announcing his attack upon the enemy,
and the result as far as the battle had pro-
ressed. I was delighted. All fears and appre-
ﬁensions were dispelled. I am not yet satisfied
but that General Thomas, immediately upon the
appearance of Hood before Nashville, and be-
fore he had time to fortify, should have moved
out with his whole force and given him battle,
instead of waiting to remount his cavalry, which
delayed him until the inclemency of the weather
made it impracticable to attack earlier than he
did. Baut his final defeat of Hood was so com-
plete that it will be accepted as a vindication of
that distinguished officer’s judgment.

After Hood’s defeat at Nashville he retreated,
closely pursued by cavalry and infantry, to the
Tennessee river, being forced to abandon many
pieces of artillery and most of his transporta-
tion. On the twenty-eighth of December our
advance forces ascertained that he had made
good his escape to the south side of the river.

About this time, the rains having set in hea-
vily in Tennessee and Alabama, making it diffi-
cult to move army transportation and artillery,
General Thomas stopped the pursuit by his
main force at the Tenhessee river. A small
force of cavalry, under Colonel W. J, Palmer,
Fifteenth Pennsylvania volunteers, continued to
follow Hood for some distance, capturing con-
siderable transportation and the enemys pon-
toon bridge. The details of these operations
will be found clearly set forth in General
Thomas’ report. A

A cavalry expedition, under Brevet Major-
(General Grierson, started from Memphis on the
twenty-first December. On the twenty-fifth he
surprised and captured Forrest’s dismounted
camp at Verona, Mississippi, on the Mobile and
Ohio railroad, destroyed the railroad, sixteen
cars loaded with wagons and pontoons for
Hood’s army, four thousand new English car-

bines, and large amounts of public stores. On
the morning of the twenty-eighth he attacked
and captured a force of the enemy at Egypt,
and destroyed a train of fourteen cars; thence,
turning to the south-west, he struck the Missis-
sippi Central railroad at Winona, and destroyed
tho factories and large amounts of stores at
Bankston, and the machine-shops and public
property at Grenada, arriving at Vicksburg Jan-
uary fifth.

During these operations in Middle Tennessee,
the enemy, with a force under General Breckin-
ridge, entered Hast Tennessee. On the thir~
teenth of November, he attacked General Gil-
lem, near Morristown, capturing his artillery
and several hundred prisoners. Gillem, with
what was left of his command, retreated to
Knoxville. TFollowing up his success, Breckin-
ridge moved to near Knoxville, but withdrew
on the eighteenth, followed by General Ammen.
Under the directions of General Thomas, Gene-
ral Stoneman concentrated the corymands of
Generals Burbridge and Gillem near Bean's
station, to operate against Breckinridge, and
destroy or drive him into Virginia—destroy the
salt works at Saltville, and the railroad into
Virginia as far as he could go without endan-
gering his command. On the twelfth of Decem-
ber he commenced his movement, capturing
and dispersing the enemy’s force wherever he
met them. On the sixteenth ho struck the
enemy, under Vaughn, at Marion, completely
routing and pursuing him to Wytheville, cap-
turing all his artillery trains, and one hundred
and ninety-eight prisoners, and destroyed
Wytbeville, with its stores and supplies, and
the extensive lead-works near there. Return-
ing to Marion, he met a force under Breckin-
ridge, consisting, among other troops, ot the
%{arrison of Saltville, that had started in pursuit,

¢ at once made arrangements to attack it the
next morning ; but morning found Breckinridge

one. He then moved directly to Saltville, and

estroyed the extensive salt-worksat that place,
a large amount of stores, and captured eight
pieces of artillery, Having thus successfu%ly
executed his instructions, he returned General
Burbridge to Lexington and General Gillem to
Knoxville.

Wilmington, North Carolina, was the most
important sea-coast port left to the enemy
through which to get supplies from abroad, and
send cotton and other products out by blockade-
runners, besides being a place of great strategic
value. The navy had been making strenuous
exertions to seal the harbor of Wilmington, but
with only partial effect. The nature of the out-
let of Cape Iear river was such that it required
watching for so great a distance that, without
possession of the land north of New Inlet, or
Fort Fisher, it was impossible for the navy to
entirely close the harbor against the entrance of
blockade-runners.

To secure the possession of this land required
the codperation of a land force, which I agreed
to furnish. I immediately “commenced the



