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not engaged. My loss has . been quite severe, particularly in horses, 
having lost upwar~ of 200 in ki!le~l a~1(l wOl~llded. As 1 am IlOW mar?h. 
in o' in the rear of the army It IS ImpossIble to supply myself wIth 
fr~shalJiDlals. I most respectfully suggest tha:t eaptnred horses now 
with the different army corps, and I10t needed by tbem, be sent to me, 
or left at some convenient. p.oint along my lille of march. Th~ enemy's 
loss is not known; certmuly could not be less than 500 lolled and 
wounded judging from his dead left upon the field, a large percentage 
beino' oifi~ers. My command is somewhat jaded, but I will make every 
e:tfort to bring it up. All I need is some few hundred horses to supply 
the place of those lJroken d~wn. These ~ ?onlCl s~pply myself, were I 
marching upon the flank or III front. It IS Impossible, however, to find 
a single horse or mule in, rear of the infantry; and would aga.in most 
respectfully urge that a few hundred horses be turned over to me from 
one or more of the army corps marching on roads parallel or near to 
my line of march. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
J. KILPATHIOK, 

BrigadieT' (Jenera-I, COlnllwncling Cavalry. 

" 

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Wa.ynesbo-rmtgh, Decernbm' 5, 1864. 

General J. KILPATRICK, 
Comm.an(Zing Ca.val1·y, U. S. Army: 

GENERAL: Your lctter of yesterday was received to·day. I a,ssure 
you Captain Nortou has and will receive every attention which ca.n be 
bestowed upon a wounded soldier. I am ple,ased to inform you that he 
was doing well and ont of pain a,t last accounts. Since the commence· 
ment of this sad war I have used untiring exertions to maintain in my 
soldiers principles of chivalr'Y and true soldierly honor. They have 
been taught to despise and spurn the cowardly instincts which induce 
low lDen to frighten, abuse, and rob defenseless women and children. 
You allude to old associn,tions, and promise to return any kiu(lnesR to 
Ca.ptain Norton. I have ollly to ask, for tile sake of these old associa· 
tions, for your own sake, and for the sake of the institution where 
military honor was taught, that you will offer some protection to the 
families nec~ssarily left defenseless, and not to leave them at the mercy 
of a. brutal soldiery. By so dOing, uot only will other advantages be 
gained, but your na,me will stand before the world in a much more 
enviable light. It is useless for me to reconnt the atrocities committed; 
suffice it to say, that the history of no war, however barba,rolls, can tell 
of atl'OcitieR equal to those daily and hourly committed by your com· 
mand. 

l~especttully, general, your obedient servant, 
J. WHEELER, 

Jllajor·(Jenm·c(l, C. S. Ann?). 

HILTON HEAD, S. 0., December 5, 1864. 
:MaJ. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 

Commanding Depcw-tment of the South: 
GENEIUL: The telegraph operator bere has just received a dispatch 

from Port Royal Ferry, stating that a rebel officer who has deserted 
brings information that General Sherman is within sight of Savannah, 
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a.nd that all of the women and children were sent out of the city last 
night. I send you by the Charles Houghton some letters handed me 
by Oaptain Burger, a,lId also a package from- Mrs. Foster. Colonel 
Mulford has just returned from Charleston, but brings no news. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. W. THOMAS, 

Jlfajor an(l Oh'ief Qu.at·termaster. 

HEADQ"UAR'l'ERS DEPAWfMEN'1' OF 'I'HE SOUTH, 
u. S. Stea1nel' Nema/tn, December 5, 1864. 

Brig. Gen . •T. P. HA1'CH, 
001nmanding Field Division: 

GENERAL: You will have all the white regiments of Brigadier·Gen. 
eral Potter'$ command prepare at once two days' rations (cooked, 
if time permits), and twenty extra rounds of ammunition in pockets, 
and move to the landing t.o·night as early as possible, for embarkation 
on trallsports. The naval brigade will be relieved immediately and 
report to the admiral, the horses, carts, &c., to remain as at present, in 
charge of the naval brigade. Yon will have Day's ba.ttery also, with 
two days' rations, report at the dock at daylight to·morrow, to embark 
to follow and join Potter's brigade. The remaining regiments of your 
command yon will dispose of to the best advantage, to hold your present 
position as long as possible. One of t.he batteries, with a regiment ill 
reserve, may, if you prefer, be pla,ced OIl the interior line of defense. 
Have this movement made as silently as possible, so as not to betray 
it to the enemy. 

By order of Maj. Gen .•T. G. Foster: 
W. B. DEAN, 

Lieut., 127th New York Yols.: Acting Assistant Adjutant· Gcner/1,l. 

CI1'Y POIN1', VA., Decmnbcl' 6, 1864. 
(Ueceived 15th.) 

Maj. Gen. 'V. T. SHERMAN, 
Oommanding JIi'ilitary Division of the Missi.~sippi: 

On reflection siuee sending my letter by the hands of Lieutenant 
Dunn I have concluded that the most important operation toward clos· 
ing the rebellion will be to close out Lee and his army. Yon have now 
destroyed the roads of the South, so that it will probably take three 
months, without interruption, to re·esta,blisll a through line trom east to 
west. In that time I tllink the job here will be effectually completed. 
My idea now, then, is that you establish a base 011 the sea·coast, 
fortify, and leave ill it all your artillery aud cavalry, and enough infan· 
try to protect tllem, and, at the same time, so threaten the interior that 
the militia of the South will have to be kept at home. With the balance 
of your command come here by water with all dispatch. Select your· 
self the officer to leave in command, but you 1 want in person. Unless 
you see objections to this plan, which I cannot see, use every vessel 
going to you for purposes of transportation. Hood has Thomas close 
in Nashville. I have said all I could to force him to attack, without 
giving the positive order until to·day. To·day, however, I could stand 
it no longer, and gave the order without any reserve. I think the 
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battle will take ~lace to· morrow. The result will p~'ob~bly be known 
iII New York before Colonel Babcock, the bearer of thIS, leaves New 
York. Colonel Babcock will give you information of all operatiolls 
uow in progress. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Licutcna.nt· Ocnc'ra.l. 

CONFIDENTIAL.] DECE:ilfBER 6,1864. 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. S. VAN VLIET, 

Qua.rtcnnastcr, Ncw York: 
GENERA.L: General Shermall appea,rs to be approaching the Atlantic 

coast, and it is cl.etermined tc.> send supp'lies to l,neet him at Por~ Royal, 
or rather to awaIt there until he establishes hIS lJase of supplies. III 
the letter of this office dated NO\7ernber 3 last an estimate of supplies 
wai; sellt to yon for a force of 30,000 men. It is believed that the force 
with OPlleral Sherman will rea.ch 60,000 mell, of wIJich 10,000 will be 
cavalry, and that he will have with him from sixty to eighty pieces of 
al'tilIery aud about 30,000 horses and mules. The supplies ordered on 
3(1 of November were divided, one-half to Pensacola, one-half to. Port 

• 1{0YlJl. Col. S. L. Brown, chief of tile forage division, has been ordered 
to send daily to Port Royal forage for 30,000 animals. I noti(~e that ill 
the letter of 3<1 of November last no blankets were ordered. I presume, 
ilowever, that under the general order to sentI clothing to refit 30,000 
mell, Genera.l Vinton turned over to YOIl a propel' proportion of blankets. 
You will call upon General Vinton for the following clothillg and equi­
page, which you will send to Port Royal as SOOIl as possible, there to 
await newt-; from Gelleral ShernHlJI, which will determine the ultimate 
destination of the supplies. 'fhey wiII be subject to the orders of Gen­
eral Foster, through the chief quartermaster of the Departmellt of the 
Sonth, :Maj. C. "V. 'fhomas: 

Olothing.-30,000 sack coats; 30,000 trowsers; 60,000 shirts; fiO,OOO 
pairs drawers; 60,000 pairs socks; 100,000 pairs shoes ltlld boots; 20,000 
forage caps; 10,000 greatcoats; 20,000 bla.nkets, unless tbis number has 
already lJeen shipped; 10,000 waterproof blankets. 

Eqnipa.gc.-10,000 shelter-tents; l()() hospital tents; 10,000 1mapsacks ; 
20,000 haversacks; 10~()00 canteens; 2,UOO camp kettles; 5,000 mess pans; 
5,000 felling axes, two handles each; 1,000 hatchets, handled; 2,000 
spades; 2,000 picks. 

You will also send the following quartermaster's stores: 
l'ra.ns]Jortat'ion.-,Vheel bal'l1ess 101' 400 mules; lea.d harness for 800 

mules; 10,000 pounds bar-iron, assorted; 5,000 pountls steel; 1,000 pounds 
harness leather; 40 sets shoeiug tools and 40 extra hammers; thread, 
wax, needles, awls, &c., for repa;iring harness; 500 pounds wrought 
nails; 20 buttresses; 200 horse rasps; 100 large files, assorted; 50 shoeing 
knives, extra; 4,000 pounds manilla rope, assorted; 15,000 bnshels 
smith's eoa.] (this coal will be ordered fi'om vV' ashington); 200 extra 
wagon wheels; 50 extra. ambulance wheels; 100,000 pounds horse and 
mule shoes; 10,000 pounds horse and mule shoe-nails. 

All tbis should be done in snch manner as to attract as little atten­
tiOll as possible, and it is desirable to give the enemy no clue to the 
preparations making for reception of General Sherman. 

I 	am) respectfully, your obedient servallt, 
:M. C. lVfEIG-S, 

Quarter?1W8ter- Gencral, Bret'et Jl1a.jor· Gencral. 
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(Yo. ~) to your right, as rapidlr .ns yon. may \V~sh to ~nareh...He will 
Iv:eompallY your column, and If occasIOn reqUIres wIll modlfy these 
orders. . 

I am, general, yours, re::;peetfully, 
L. lVI. DAYTON, 

A iile·(1e· Ca,mp. 

You will keep a slIIall force moving abreast of your column 011 the 
railroad, with orders to burn all bridges and culverts, lmt need not 
teal' up or burn tra.ck. 

L. 1\1. DAY'rON 
A ide-de· Clt1llp. 

.. 

ORDEHS.] HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, 17TH AI~lI1Y CORPS, 

in the Pield, Ga,., Dcccmbe'r 6, 186'4. 
The troops of this eOUlll1aml will be prepared to march to-morrow at 

!) a. Ill. Order of march: Ifirst, pioneer <,o1'ps; seeond, Third Brigade; 
third, COlllpany C, First Michigan [.A.. rtillerrl; fourth, First Briga.de; 
fifth, Secolld Brigade; sixth, ambulallee train; seventh, ordnance 
traili; eighth, snpply tnt,lll. Brig(t(lier-General Spragne will designa.te 
olle regiment to march ill real' of the train. 

By order of :M:aj. Gen . ,Joseph A. Mower; 
. CliAS. CIUtISTENSEN, 

Lie II t., A ,iile-d e-Camp a nll A ctinrl Lt.~8istant A(ljnta-nt· General. 

sr'ECIAL . ( H .RADQUAH.'l'ERS THIRD DIVISION, 
:FIELD OR:DJ;;W-;, (' SEVENTEENTH ARillY CORPS, 

No. L('7. ) Station No. 41, Ga., DeeembcT 6, 1864. 

III. Thit'J COmUH1IHl will be held in readiness to II10ve at S o'cloek to­
morrow. The Secolld Brigade, Col. R K, Scott cOlllillalHling, will ha.ve 
the a(ivl1nce. Artillery a,lId trains as heretofc)rL 

By order of Brig. Gen. lVI. D. Leggett: 
.T. C. DOUGLASS, 

A.8sistant A (ljuta,nt- GeneTal. 

HEADQUARTERS LEF'l' WING, AR)IY OF GEORGIA, 
Neal' 'intc1'seetio'/l 11lill ila,y (lnd Halley's Fe'try Ro(~cl, 

])ecembm' 6, 1t3(J·'1-7 a,. tIL 

Capt. L. M. VAY'l'ON, 
Aide-fle-Camp: 

Your note of yesterday is received. 'rhe officer I sent to open com­
lllunicatioll with General DiWis returne(l last night. Kilpatrick's fight 
with ,Vheeler (tile 4th) eOlIllUcnced near 'fhomas' Station, from which 
point Kilpatrick drove the enemy through vVaynesborough and acrOHS 
Brier Creek. lIe burned the railroad bridge over that ::;tream and all 
the road bridges between there and Jacksollbol'ough. Kilpatrick lost 
ill killed and wounded about ~oo mell, and brought in 100 prisoners. 
'fwo divisions of' the Fourteenth Corps, with the enti.re corps train, 
ellealllped last lIight at Buck Creel;: Post-OtIice; the other division, with 
Kilpatrick's cavalry, was at .Jae\;:sollborollgh. The 'l'wentieth Corps is 
well elo:;cd up at this 'poin t, al\d moving tilis mornillg. In the absence 
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of iiuther ordei·s, I shall pnsh both columns fOt'ward as rapidly as pos­
sible, encamping the Twentietb Corps to-night lIear Turkey Creek, and 
to-morrow night at Springfield. Both colulUns are in good condition, 
and can be pushed forward as rapidly as you think proper. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. SLOCUM, 

Major· General. 

HEADQUAR'fERS MTLI'l'ARY DIVISION 0]' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the F1:eZrZ, No. 4~, Ogeechee Church, Decembm' 6, 1864. 

Major-General SLOCUM, 
Commanding Left Wing: _ 

GENERA.L: Your dispatch of 7 a. m. is received; Gencral Kilpatrick 
has also reported his operations. The general-in-chief desires yon to 
ratller decrease your rate of movement of the Twentieth COI'PS than to 
push it, in order to lct Davis get up abreast of it. He will put the 
Seventeen th Corps ill motion to-morrow, and it will reach to the vicinity 
of Guyton (No.3); yon will be able to follow its progress by the smokes. 
General Howard will move by the road south of the river to Eden (No. 
2), and probahly cross there. The general will move with General Blair. 
Therc is no nows worth reporting, save the general feels· convinced that 
the Charleston road is broken. Cit.izens report our tleet off Savannah, 
sending up rockets nightly, so it is 011 the watch for us. 

I am, general, yours, respectfully, 
L. M. DAYTON, 

A ide-cle- CCl1Up. 

HEAD(~UARTERS LEFT VVING, ARil'[Y OF GEORGIA, 
Decembe't' 6, 1864-1.80 p. ?no 

Capt. L. M. DAYTON, 
Aide-de- Cam~p: 

I havc the hOllor to illform you that the Twentieth Corps is on the 
march, aud getting Oll finoly. rrhe head of the column is now thirteen 
miles from SpringfJeld. We shall camp to-night neal' Turkey Creek 
and to-lllorrow heyoll(l Springfield as far as possible. Generals Davis 
and Kilpatrick are well up Oil OUl' left. Please indicate what road I 
shall take after reaching Springfield. I sent you a communica.tion at 
8 a. m. to·day, giving particnJa,rs of Kilpatrick's fight alld positions of 
all of this wing. Kilpatrick was successful; and everything is moving 
on finely. 

Very respectfully, your ohedient servant, 
H. W. SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILI'I.'ARY DIVISION OF THE }\iISSISSIPPI, 
In the Field, Ogeechee Chu'I'ch, Decernbe1' 6, 1864-3.30 p. ?n. 

1\fajor-General SLOCUM, 
C01nmaniling Left Wing: 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of 1.30 p. Dl. is just received, as also yours 
of 7 a. m., which was answered. 'rhe genera,] is pleased at the progress 
of Gelleral Davis, but not knowing where he was, it compelled the 
baIting of this column here to close up. To-monow the genora.l-in­
chief expects General Howard to be at Eden (No.2), General Blair at 
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ClIyton a,nd if General navis' bea(] of column reaches Ebenezer, and 
c~,n lay 'a bridge over tbat cre()ir, it will answer. JIe wigbes you not to 
Jass Spriugfielc1, but from there to communicate with him a,t Guyton i 
~)1lt in the absence o~ orders, the !llOVel1l~nt for tbe lla~ fol!owing sbo~lld 
be sueb as to place General Davlfi at or 111 advance of Smut August1lJ8 
Creek, and the colunlll you are with at or near :Monteith. Genera.! 
Blair will be at Eden (No.2), and ~o\Yard will cross the river. 

I am, general, yours, respectfully, 
L. ]VL DAYTON, 

A ide-de- Gamp. 

fHREE MILES FRO~I HOAD LEADING FROlli 
OGEECHEE CHURCII TO IIALLEY'S, 

December 6, 1864. 
[General J. C. DAVIS:] 

GENERAL: The Fifteenth Corps is on the weRt side of the Ogeechee 
at No.3. T]IC Seventeenth is 011 this side at No. 42-. 'l'he Twentieth 
Corps will encamp to-night 011 Turkey Creek, and to-mOLTOW at Spring­
field. Your corps mnst follow the road you are uow on, aud reach tbe 
CLarlestoli alld Savannah R.a.ilroad, at Saint Augllstine Creek, as soon 
as practieable. Fill yOUI' wagolls with COl'll if possible. Communicate 
with mc as often as once a day if you call, as General Sherman makes 
very ti'eqnent illquiry, 

Yoms, &c., 
H. "\V. SLOCUM, 

Jl{adM·-Geneml. 

ORDERS.] HEADQUAR.l'ERS TWENTIETH CORPS, 
Near TW'key Greek, Ga.., ])ecember 6, 1864. 

Tbig corps will continue the IIIarch to-lllO!TO\Y in tbe same order as 
to-day, each divisioll starting at 7.30 a. m. Generals Gea.J·Y and Jack­
SOil will start all their pioneers, at daybreak, to repair the road they are 
to pass over. The piolleer battalion of the corps, with all the pioneers 
of the 'l'hil'd Dih,ion and the pioneer detail of the Fifty-eighth Indiana 
Volunteers, will start at daybreak, escorted b,Y the cavalry of Colollel 
Hughes, alld repair tbe roads toward Spl'i Jlgfield. :Qivision com­
manders will afford all assist:mee that may be Heeded by the pioneers. 
All bad pIacps ill the road mnst bQ corduroyed, as it is ascertained that 
no other metbod of l'epaiL'ing them is durable enough to pass the whole 
train over. It is desiJ'ed that tbe wl101e corps reach Springfield to­
morrow. The tool W~LgOliS of the center aud rear divisions wiII Illove 
at the head ofth~ division trains, amI those of the l!.~adiug divisiou in 
adv[1Dce of the pontooll train. 

By command of Brig. Gen, A. S. vVilliallls: 
H.OB'l'. P. DECHEWl', 

Captain nnd Act'ing A8~i8t((''IIt Adj1~tant- Gcnera l. 

HEADQUAR.1'BRS 'fWENTIEl'H CORPS, 
Neal' Turkey Grcele, Ga., ])ccember G, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. N.J. JACKSON, 
(}olll,1nan(Ung F'il'st Division: 

GENERAL: The general cOllll1lalJdin o' wisbes yon to get tbe head of 
yom' eolllllln up as far as possible to-clay, and at dark halt and encamp 
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wherevet you may be. He wishes you to advise him at once upou 
encamping where yon are. III tllC ausellce of further orders he wishes 
you to move early ill tlle llloming. 

Very respectfully, your ouedicnt servant, 
lWBT. 1'. DEOHEl~T, 

Ca:ptain mul Acting lli;s'i8iant Arljt{.tant- Gener(~I. 

OIWERS.] HDQRS. FmsT DIVISION, TWENTIE'l'll OORPS, 
Smoke'8 ,lio'Mc, Ga. , J)eeembm' fi, 1804. 

'.rllis division will move to-morrow at 6 a. Ill. (ueing in the rear), in 
t.he followiug order: SecoIld Brigade in advam;e, to be ullencumbered 
with wagoDs, except one regimeJlt, which will guard thirty of the lead­
illg wagons; Third Brigade Ilext, to guard the remainder of thc t,rains. 
iIlclndiug cavalry train; the First Btigado in rear, to be preceded by a 
lmttery of artillery, and to be unellcnmbere(l with wagons. 

By command of Brig. Gen. N. J. Ja,ckson: 
GEO. HOBI~SON, 

Pirst. Lientena.nt and Acting JiSRistant Adju.ta.nt-Gencml. 

HEADQUARTER ' '.fWENTIE'I.'H CORPS, 
Nem' Ttwkey' Creek, GCL., D(;eembe1' v, 1801. 

Brigadier-General GEARY, 
Comma.nding Second Division: 

GENlmAL: I am dirccted to ill form yon that the '.l'hird Division has. 
eIH:amped Oll the east side of Turkey Creek, as la.id down on the map. 
Tlle general commanding wishes your division to cncamp at the cross­
roads about one Inile west of this place if possible. In the absencc of 
further orders your command will lIlove early to-morrow morning. 

Very respectfnlly, yOUI' obedient servant, 
ROBT. P. DEOHERT, 

Capta,in and .{1cting Assistant A ((]11,tnnt- Genent.l. 

HEADQUARTER,S MILI1'AI~Y DIVISION OF 'I'HE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the Pield, No. 42, O[leeehee Ohureh, Decernber' 0, 18(jj. 

General KILPA'I'RICK. 
COlll,Jn£tn(Ung Cavnlry: 

GENERAL: Your report of December i, has been l:'eceived, and gives 
the genern,l-ill-chief great sa,tisfactioll. He begs you to convey t.o your 
command his thanks for their gallnnt aml valuable services in driving 
tlle enemy in confl18ioll from beyond Brier oreek , and in destroying 
those bridges, so 'useful to thc encllly. At yom suggestion, he has 
ordered each army corps commander to select ii'om his command 100 
eavalry horses, with a sufficiellt number of negroes to lead them, and to 
conduct them for your usc to General Slocum's column, which is now 
on the middle Savanllah road, where it crosses the Statesborough and 
Halley's Ferry road. A copy of that order is illclosed,* a.nd you can 

~ See p. 638· 
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IIDQRs. SEVENTEENTH ARlIIY OORl'S,Sl'ECl~' ,Onmms, ( 
No. :301. j St(Ltion 3, Ga.., Decem.ber I, 1864. 

*"* * 
II. II'Ioulltecl foragers from the infantry will not llereafter be per· 

mitted' foraging must be done Oil foot by the infantry details. All 
anilllal~ now llserl by infantry foragers must be turned in at once to 
the division quartermasters, to be disposed of by them as the chief 
Quartermaster of the corps may direct. 
J II r. This command will move fOr\yard to-morrow as follows: 

1. Brig. Gen. II'I. D. Leggett, commanding ~fbird Division, will have 
the advance, aJ)d will move forward fit 7 n. m. 

3. Maj. Gen. J. A. Mower, comlllanding First Division, will follow 
the 'l'hil'd Divisioll, being prepared to move at 8 o'clock. 

3. Brig. Gen. G. A. Smith, commaudillg lcourtit Division, will follow 
the First Division, being prepared to move at () o'clock. 

4. '{'be First Regiment IVLicltigan 11jngineers will he prepa.red t,o move 
at. 7.30 !L. m., and the regiment will move at the head of the colnllln, 
with a suffideut, number of tDO]S for clearillg or repa.iring the road. 
'rheir train will move in rear of the train of the Third Division. 

5. '{'he pontoon train, Lieut. 001. .J. M. I{usk commanding, will move 
in rea,r of the First Division train. 'flte train of beadquarters Military 
Division of the Mississippi alld of thcse headCIuarters will move as here­
tofore. 

By command of Maj. Gen. F. P. Blair: 
C. CADLE, JR., 

Ass'i8tant Adj1.(.t(tnt- General. 

ORDERoS.] HDQRS. FIRST DIVn:;ION, 17TH AR~rY CORPS, 
Near St.ation lYO. 3, Ga" December 7, 1864. 

'rhe troops of this command will be prepared to mareh to-morrow ~t 
7 a. Ill. Order of march: First, pioneer corps; second, First Brigade; 
til ird, hattery; fourt.h, Second Brigade; fifth, 'rhird Brig-ade; sixth, 
ambulance train; seventh, ordna.nce train; eighth, supply train. 

By order of Maj. Gell. Joseph A. )\1:ower: ­
CHAS. CHH1STENSEN, 

Lieut., Aide-cle- Camp {(nd .A.cting Assistant A(7jutnnt- Genend.. 

SPECIAL ~ HEA.DQUARTERS 'l'HIRD DIVISION, 
FIELD ORDER S, . 8 E VEN'I'EENTH ARJ}1Y CORPS, 

No. 168. ' Neal' Stnt'ion No.3, Ga.., DecC'm.be?' 7, 1864. 
I. This command. will move at 7 fl. Ill. to-morrow. The First Bri­

gade, Brig. Gen. M. F. l<'orce commanding, will Imve the advallce. 
Artillery allel trains as llerctofi)rc. 

By order of Brig. Geu. 1\1. D. Leggett: 
J. C. DOUG·LASS, 

A 88istant Adj1ttant- General. 

HDQHS. J\iILI'l'AR.Y DIVISION OF 'l'HE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the P·ield, 'Two jlfiles ((meZ a Ha.lj j;-om No.3, 

Decembm' 7, 186"4. 
]\ffljor-General SLOCUlII, Com.mancling Left Wing: 

GENERAL: Owillg to t,hc rain, General Bla-ir (lid lIot reach Guyton 
to-day, hut is at this point, auont two miles and a half northwest of Guy­
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tOil. 'rhe bridge over the swaE stream without nallie is burned, alld some 
obstructions there are now beillg removed, so that early iJl the morning 
his eolllmn will move right forward on the road which pa,sses about two 
miles west of Guyton and about tILe same distallce ell,st, of EdclI, where 
your road and OUl'S come together. It will be well if yon can find a 
road passing from Springfield to Monteith and Pooler, anel Genera,] 
Davis should be illstructed to reach Saint Augustine and the vieinity of 
Cherokee Hill. TIc lllllst first seeure the road indieated from Cherokee 
Hill to Silk Hope and Litchfield. 'Ve hear that the enelllY is fortifying 
in a semi-eirele aroulld and about four miles froUl Savannah. 

I am, general, respectfully, ,YonTS, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

jlr(~jo/'- General., Oommanclin[l. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Spt·inu,lielr.7 , December 7, 18G4-3 p. 111. 

C~tpt. L. M. DAYTON, 
A 'ide-de-Oamp : 

CAPTAIN: The Twentietll Army Corps will be well closed at this 
point to-night. Morgan's division, of the Fourteenth, encamped last 
night nine miles south of Halley's Ferry; the ot,her two, at the ferry; 
cavalry, four miles in rear. Davis wrote me he should make twenty 
miles to-day, which will bring him well 11p with this eorps. I shall 
await orders at thls point. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
n. 	W. SLOCUM, 

Jl1ajo'r- Ge'nera; ) 

HDQRS. MILI'fARY DIVISION OF 'l'~m MISSISSIPPI, 
In the .INehl, Two .Miles mul ((. J[((,(l from Gnyion, 

Deeumber 7, 1864-5 p. ?n. 

l\'In:j. ·Gen. H. ,V. LOCU~'l, 
C01ll.'lI1anc7i11[! Lr.;lt TViu{J: 

UENEIUL: YOll!' dispatelt of 3 p. Ill. jnst received. All very well. 
'1'lw general wrote you all hom sirwe describing' the march of to-day and 
giving orders. He now wi:'>hes yon to move 011 S,tvannah, with your 
eonllnand well in hand, CClJeral Davis to reach theraiil'oad about Saint 
Angustine Crcek, aile! your COIUIllIl to he in commuuieatiou with General 
Bla.ir about Pooler. 1-1 e will !lot expect yom ~'welltieth Corps to 
reaelt to-morrow furLher tll<l1l the vicinity where the road yon are Oll 
comes into the road General .Blair moves on; but if you can find a road 
to the left leading to Pooler, it is desirable GClleml Davis SllOUld be 
alJl'east. ASavallllalt paper, 5th, says Hood attacked Thomas at Frank­
lill, a.nd was defeated, with loss of 6,000, aJld 1,000 prisoners; Yankee 
loss,500. Copied from New York papers. 

I am, general, respectfully, yours, 
L. M. DAY'fON, 

A 'ide-de-Ocwnp. 
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HRADQUARTER~ LEF'l' \VING, AR"",IY OF GEORGIA, 
Fom' Jl1-ilc8 ji'o1l/ Spl"infl.jicld, Deeemuer 7, lSUd-11 a. 111. 

Ma.i. Gell. J. C. ~AVIS" 
()omma,n{hng Fourteenth Corps: 

The major-general comywlllling deH,ircH mc ~o ~ay tha.t .this column 
will prob~1bly rench Sprlllgfield t.o-mght. \." e find the roads badly 
obstructed, aud tbe rain is constantly making them worse. 'l'he 8ev­
enteellth Corps will be at Guyton (No.3, Central railroad) to-night and 
~he ]'If'teeuth Corps at or lIear Edell (No.2); tbey are erossillg to-da,y. 
The gelleml iH of the opillioll t,ltat the enemy will 1iOt give up the 
Charlestoll and 8avannah road without a fight, aud thillk,; you may be 
attacked at auy time before you readl that road. lIe desireg me to 

I sugo'est that you strong'then your advalll:e guard, keep your column 
l wellclosed up, amI let KilpatJ'iek take care of yom real'. Plea.se indi-
I eate whero yon will pl'Obably cllcalllp to 'llight, and, if pog,;ible, com­

lIlullica te ,,'j th us to-lUorrow. \Ve :::;hall not lllove beyolld Springfield 
ulltil farther orders and nlltil we know where your colnmll is. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servan t, 
H. C. JWDGTmS, 

.il8sista,ut A(]j'Uta:nt- General. 

HEADQUAH1'J;;RS F01:,"l~'l'E]"N'l'II ARlIIY CORl'S, 
P'ive M 'ilcs North (~f Si!Jter'8 Fcrry, D evember 7,186'1.-3.10 1). 111. 

Col. H. C. RODGERS, 
Chicf of Stail, Left Wing: 

COL01\'EL: Your dispatch by Corporal Cureton amI pa,rty is just 
reeeivcd. ~ly ndV,Ul(:e division took diuncr a.t Sister's Feny; Illy rear 
will reach tbere to-night. IHy heatlq nartel'S \"ill h" abont 1/ ve miles 
hom tlmt place. Tile elJ(~my shows himself at all the ferries on the 
opposite bank of the river. A lit~le skil'lllisllillg' liaS been reporte(l ill 
Illy rear t.his 1lI0l'nillg. vVp,nnd rallen timber aCL'OSS all the creeks alld 
SIl'HllI})S, 1 sellt a luessellger to ,you at daylight this morllillg. Our 
roads arc bad, hut I will make llcarly twellty mile:::; to-day by dillt of 
hard work and rapid mal'chillg'. I bad alrea.dy ma.de al'l'aligelllents to 
place more troOl)S in lIly front. 

Yours, respectfully, 
,JEF. C, D l'\..VIS. 

B1'C'l.'Ct Jf(~jor-Gcneml, COJi1.1Iumding. 

ilEADQUARTl<JnS TWENTIETH ConI'S, 
Dcoe1l1bel' 7, 1864-12 111-. 

[Brig. Gell. A. S. WILLIAl\IS, 
C01l/.'IIw.nding Ttl'enticth Corps: 1 

OENER,AL: There is a srnall strea.nl ahead of the Turkey Creek which 
docs not umoU1lt to lllore tllan eight or ten inches of water. The water 
in Turkey Creek is nearly three to thrce and a qnarter feet deep. It 
will take the pioneers and pOlltoniers at least two honrs to fix a. good 
eonluI'oy to C['OSS it. As soon as the infantry eOllleR across Turkey 
Creek I shall proceed to keep yon fnrther aclviged. 

Respectfully, 
U1-1A8. "'T. .L~SJJ lJSSEN, 

Assistn1l-t Inspcoto1'- Genc1'(l,l. 
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HEADQCAR'l'EW-; 'l'W],:NTl1~TJl COHrS, 
:l'wq Jiilr:,~ anll ((, Ha(l/rom Springfield, December 7, 18(jj-l p. m. 

[Brig. Gen A. S. WILLTA~IS:] . 
GENERAL: The road is in excellent eOllllition, with the exception of 

one bad place, whieh twenty pioneers ean fix in ba.lf' an honr. The 
orderly knows the place. Good (:a.Jllping·grollnd all along here. The 
citizens say theee is only one bad plaee to eross uetween here and near 
Springfield. Shall report from there. 

l~espectfully, 
CHAS. 'Y. ASMUSSEN, 

.Assistant Inspector- (Jeneral. 

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS TWENTIETH UOlWS, 
Ncal' 8pringjiciri, (fa., ] )ecember 7, 18fJ4. 

The movements of this eorps to-morrow will be as follows: General 
Geary, with the troops of the Seeond Division, will ureak eamp at 6.30 
a. Ill., ltlldmarch on the (lired l'oad tllrollgh Springfield. IIis division 
pioneers and the piOLleel' uatta,lioll will aeeompany hilli. He will 
elear the Toad, toward Monteith, of allobstrndions anclmake it passa­
ble for infantry and artillery. 

The First Division will break camp at da.yligllt, and lIlareh, with their 
traills, to Springfielel, w!Jere the trams will be pa.rked, 1111(1 the troops 
move on to join the Seeoll(lUiviHioll, when tltpHe two divisiolls, with 
two batteries of nrtillpry, will pnHh Oil toward MOlltpith. 

The trains of the SecOlul Division will cross ~Ja<;k's Creek first. the 
trains of the Fin;t Divisiou next, those of the 'rllir<l Divisioll last;' the 
pontoon train preceding' the train of t1c Second] hvision, amI the corps 
and artillery supply all<l ,1I11Ulllllitioll trains following it. 

The 'rhir<l DivisiOlI wjll remain with the traills, and pl'oteet them. 
The troops will be so disposed auout tlw park OIL the east side of.Taek's 
Creek as to aftord sufflOielit protection in <;ase all attack on th.elll 
shonld be made. ­

The eavalry of Colollel HllglteH will ,}.(:eolllpauy the advallee, starting 
at G.:lO a. 111. 

:;u"jor HeYliolcls, elliet' of artillery, will detail two batteries of artillery, 
ODe to aceompally each division. 

By command of Brig. Gen. A. S. vVilliams: 
HOBT. }'. DEer-mn'!" 

Ollptain and .ilutinq Assistant .Lllyuiant- (Jeneral. 

IlBADQU AB'l'EH.S TWEN'l'_ETlI CORPS, 
Four Miles from SprinrJ.jielil, Cla., December 7, 18(-'1. 

Brig. Gen. N ..1. ~JA(WSON, 
CO/l/1lwnrlill!J .First Di1,ision: 

GENERAL: l\1qjor-Ocucral Sloculll has ordered that this eorps be 
concelltrated to-llight. l~t Sprillgfield. III ae<;ordallce therewith, the 
general commauding the corps directs that yon eoutiullC the mardi 
to-day to that poillt, uuJess YOll receive fnrtliel' orders. '['!tis sallie 
order has ueell sent. to Gelleral Gear.)'. "\Te an' havillg the roads 
repaired as far as possible so a.s to make all easy pa;:;sage for your 
trains. ­

Very l'ospodJully, yuul' obedient ;:;orvHnt., 
II. \1\'. PBH,lO l. S, 

.l1.~8istant Adjutant- Geneml. 
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ORDERS.] HDQ.RS. FIRST DIVISION,20'L'H ARMY COR,PS, 
Nea?" Sp"l"'i'ngfield, Ga., December '7, 1864. 

This division will move to-worrow, at 7 a. m., toward ~~onteith, in the 
followino' order: Third Brigade ill advance; First, next; alld Second 
in rear. '" The train.s .o~· the divi~ioll will move with the division, f:ollow. 
ill o' the Second DIVIsIOn, across Jack's Creek, and be parked III the 
vi~illity of Springfiel(~, anel will be guard.e~ ~)y the T~lirtl piviFlion. A 
lJattery of artillery will accompally the dIVISIOD, movmg m real' of the 
leacling brigade.. . 

By command of BTl~·. Gen. N. J. Jackson: 
GBO. IWBINSON, 

F-irst LieutC'/ba,nt a-ncl Acting .fissista,nt Ac7jnta,nt- Genera,l. 

HEADQ.UARTEl~S TWBNTIE'l'H CORPS, 
F01t?' lJ{iles from Springfield, December 7, 1864. 

Brio'adier-Gcneral GEARY, 
" ()O?nmanding Second Division: 

GENERAL: Major-General Slocum has directed tbat this corps con­
centrate at Springfield to·night. In accordance therewith tbe general 
comman(ling the corps directs that yon continue the march until you 
reach that point, unless you receive further orders. 

\Tery respectfully, your obedient servaut, 
H. W. PERKINS, 

Assistant A c7j'utct.nt- Geneml. 

HEADQUARTERS DIWAR'l'l\-IEN'l' OF THE SOUTH, 
Steamer Nmnaha., 'l'ull-ijinny River, DeemnbeT 7, 1864. 

l\oJa,J. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK, U. S. Army, 
Ohief of St((.ff, .t1"lnies of UlI'ited Stc£tes, Wctshington, D. 0.: 

GENERAL: I ha\'o the honor to report that to put into the field the 
force of 5,000 mell, with which I am uow actil'lg- against the enemy, I 
have been obliged to strip the Beaufort and Hilton Head District:'>, 
placing the citizens on gnard and garrisoll dllty, and also to take from 
the Northern and Florida Districts more lllen tha,n I think consistent 
with entire safety. My loss in killed alJel wounded is not far from 
1,000, and I would respectfully suggest tbat if any troops are dispos­
able, they be sent to Ule. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOS'fER, 

.Major-General, Oommanding. 

STEAlVIER NEl\'IAHA, 
Jlfouth of T·/tlltfinny C?'eek, December '7, 1864. 

Uapt.\V. h 1\'1. BURGER, 
Assistant Adjutant- Genc?'(t,l: 

CAP'fAIN: The major-general commanding' desires me to inform you 
that the principal base isehallged to 'l'nllifinny Point, where a landing 
has been established. Ollly one regillient and a section of artillery 




