
COHRESPONDENCE, ETC.-U~lON.CJlAP. LV!.] 

HEADQUAH.'J'ER~ LEl~T "\~ING, ARMY OF GEOUGIA, 
Rpr'i1lfl.fi.ch7, j)eCemUC1' S, 186'4-7 It. 11/.. 

[General DAVIS]: 
GE1\'ERAL: General Shermull has illii)l'llI:ltiou that the line of defense 

arolllld SaVH1JLlHh is a,boutfolll'lIlilesfl'olll Uw city. He (lesi res to take 
tho ronrl extending from Cherokee Bill , throng'h Silk Hope, 1,0 Litehfiel(l, 
'I S Ollr Jirf-'t, position. Yom corps :,;hoHld ue at 01' lI ea,)' Cherokee Hill; 
t,ll e 'l'wolltieth will be to the· left of Pooler; Sev(1l1t.eellth on right of 
Twentieth; amI Fifteent h Ileal' Litchfield. The '1'went,iet h C~orps will 
be at MOlltcith to-llight." 

Yonrs, very respectfnlly, 
If. W. ,'LOCU M, 

Major-(Jell Cj'((.7. 

BEADQUAHTEHS Ii'oun:l'EENTH ..L\R.)fY COR.PS. 
Bbcnczcl' Crcck, Oil., Dccember 8, 1861-.'1 1(. m. 

Lieut. Col. H. C . .ltODGERS, 
Chicf I~f Sta:tr; .Left l"'in[1: 

I have the hOllol' to report m~' arrival at this poin t last night. Ebe· 
nezer is a Iargp strcam aIHIl'eqHires bridgillg, and considerable to be cut 
ont of the road. Our 1'011,(1 wai; obstrnetNl hy tiulber at many points yes
terday; 1I0twit.h.-tallcliug, we JIIade tweJlty miles. Kilpatrick reports his 
rca l' attacked yesterday afternoOll; I\llJllber of force uot, reported. 'Ve 
hea rd sOll\e artillery and small·arms yesterday eveuing ill rear of the 
'l'wentietlt Oorpl-\. '1'he bridge ill my fr01lt wiII be done by 10 a. m.; 1 
will then eOl11l11elH'O (:rossillg. It will take all day to get on the ot,her 
sitle of Ebenezer. 1 sent you a l\Iessenger yesterday lIIorning, who 
has Dot retul'lled. 

.JEF. C. DAVIS, 
B,'Ct;ct Jlfc{jol'- (}ellC1'1I7 , Omm)U/.I/(z.in[j. 

HEADQUARTERS li'on~TE}<-:;N'l'lI ARMY CORPS, 
Nea'l' EfJelle.~e)' Creek, On., Deccm.ber 8, 18(;4. 

Brig. Gen. A. BAIRD, 
CO'})1,1/I.((.ndin,ll Third Dit)ision, Fourtccnth Army (011)s: 

Geueral Carlin has jnst uegull to advance toward the crossing. The 
general commaIlding directs yon to take charge of the cavah'y, dispose 
it as you may d eem best to covor your eros~dng, and cross your division 
over the creek to·llight. He desires tha.t you give orders to the com
mallders or the en valry to hold posses;-;; ioll of the causeway 011 this side 
of the bridge lIllt.i] to· morrow noon at least. Having el'Ossed his ani· 
mals, IHl will thoroughly obstruct tbe roa.d witlt fall en tiluuer and will 
destroy the bridge as eOUlpletely as possible. 

Very re 'peetfnlly, your obedient servant, 
A. C. McCLUHG, 

Assista,nt AdJntant· Gene1'a,l a.nd Chief of Staff. 

• This dispatch WlIS cnpturell by General .Joseph ·Wheeler. 
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DEUEl'OIgU 8, lSti4--11 a. III. 

General WILLIAlIn;;: 
HENERAL: Gencrlll Sloeurn wants to have all the traius and the 

'l'hit'd Division :starte(l 011 tId ::.; road as SOOIl as po~siole . and have them 
get as far forward to-night a::; they cau. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servan t; 
H . W. PBH'!{lNS, 

-'l~s'illtant A «inta.nt. (}cncral. 

HEADQUARTERS '1'WEN'l'IE'l'H GORP::;, 
lYCat· H ei'lll.'s Jll'iUII, (In., Decmnber 8, 18(]4. 

Brigadier·General GEARY, 
C01nma.nd'ing Sccond Dh:'is'ion: 

GENERAL: '1'he general r,ommallding directs that your command be 
in readiness to move at 7 o'clock to-morrow morning. He direet,.; t hat 
all the pioneer::; of your division report at dayoreak to-IllOf'I'OW to Lieu· 
tenaut Lu(llow, at General Sloenm's headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
nOBT. P. DECHERT, 

Captain ((nil A eli /If! J'llilli llt(mt Acijuta.nt· G(me/'((l. 

HEADtl UARTER.f.: l'WEN'l'lE 'l'H CORPS, 
On th e jlht?'eh, DeCC1l1uC1' 8, 1864-12 m. 

Brig. Geu. VV. '1'. '''ITARD, 
OO'lnrnandilifl l 'hil'lZ D i l"isiou: 

GENERAL: The general commanding dil'ects that you move all the 
tra.ills of the corps at once 011 t he road the troops have t.akeu t,o,day. 
He wishes yon to Vnslt forwarq as far a.s possible to·da.y, a,nd to report 
your position this evenillg-. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serva.nt, _ 
IWB'f. P. DEC1HEHT, 

Oaptaiin mul A ot'ing A 8silltwnt Adj1Ita.nt· GeneraL 

HDQRs . 'j'HIRD Dlvr::;JON, TWENTIETH Alt.\'IY OORPS, 
Forks of the RoacZ, December 8, 18fi4. 

Oapt. R. P. DECHERT, 
Aot-in,q AS8ist(wt Acijntant· O(!'/W1'Itl, J'w ent'ieth Army C01'ps: 

CAI)'l'AIN: I am u::;ing- evmy effort to get the trains fOl'Wfinl. The 
roads ha\'e all p;ivell out, and need l'epair. My t.rain will Ilot get in 
until after midnigbt, lIIaybe Hot, IIlltilIllOl'llillg'. "Vag'ous are scattered 
from here to Springtield. The traiu sta.rted frol11 there a.fter dark. 

Very respectfully, 
ViT. '1'. vVARD, 

}3riga{liIJr ,General. 
Per SPEED, 

A.'?lIist(/,nt .ildJltta:nt· General. 
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ilEAD(.l'l: AWl'EU 8 TWEN'l'lETR COR l'~, 
N/XI1' Hcim's Jlli 1111 , GU., Decembcr 8, 18(.;'4-5..'10 y. 1n. 

Brief. Gen. "T. T. \YARD, 
" OO1/l'lllllndill!/ Third 1>it,is'ion: 

GEN1mAL: '1'he gencr'al commallding' directs that you have a strong 
o'uHl'd (at least t,wo 01' thrce regimcnts) at thc house where you tUl'll to 
the right to reach t,l1is point, to remaiu there ulltil the rear of the wagoll 
train shall haye passed. He directs that the roads at that poillt. be 
bloekadcd sllfficiclltly to prevent a. sHdden attaek hya cavalry f(1I'ce. 
He wisIJes to know wl1ether you lIced any further nssishtllce, and he 
directs that you report to him fi'equently. 

Very rcspectflllly, your obedient Rel'Vaut, 
ROn'r. r. ])]<JUI:IERT, 

(Japiain and Actinfj ASllistan t Adj11 ta.nt- GcnelY.tl. 

HDQR8. THIRD DiVISION, 'l'WEN'l'IETH An.:'\IY COI~PS, 
Jllrll. drullw,n's 1l0tl.~c, Deccmber 8, 1804-6 1). ?n. 

Lieut. Col. H. VV. PE;RKIN::i, 
Assi,~ta,nt A,rljnt(mt- Gonora.l, Twentieth A nnl/ OorplI: 

'OLONEL: My cOllllUalll1 if; encampillg' a t this poillt. (forks of road). 
The road haR beell extrelllely bad, w.heel (!ntting tlll'ongh to the hub. 
Neady two mileR and a. half to work; JIlLVC Ia,rg(-~ d(~tail" at it, ami hope 
to get the rear in by 12 o'e!ock. Pont,non tr'aiu is just. in, 

Very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant, 
W. '1'. WAHD, 

]J1"irwdicr-GencmZ, Oomma.rt(Zing Division. 

HRADtlUARTER,S 'rWENTm'l'H CORPS, 
11 1:((.1' Eden, Ga., JJ(~cclllbC'/' 8, 18G4. 

J1rig. Gel]. vV, T. ';VAU,D, 
COll/,1I/.{(;l/.d'ing l'kinZ Dirision : 

GENERAL: '1'he general comllHul(ling' the corpf; desire!:; to have you 
pnsh 011 a.t daybrea.k to-motTOw to this point with yonI' train. '1'he 
(;(ll-PS pioneers will be ~ent ll'OIll !Iere early in the m01'lliug to repair the 
I'()~tds that yon will ha ve to ]lass over. '1'he major-general eomnmllding 
the Left W'ing is anxions to have the trains hurried up as fast as possi
ble. Please do tlw b(!st with tllCIII that yon ean. 

Very respectfnlly, your obedient ;;erV[llIt, 
H. W. PERKINS, 

Lic'Uteu.a-nt-Collillcl a:nil ils.~i.~tant Ar.~juta,nt-Gcne1'a.l. 

lIEADQt:ARTERS DEPARTl'IIRNT OF THE SOUTH, 
a ,ilton HcaA, S. C., J)ccemlwr 8, 18M_. 

(Received S.Hi p. Ill. 12th.) 
}r~~j, GHIl. R. W. liALLRCK, U. S. Army, 

ChirJj' of Staff, Anwic,~ «(I'the United St(tt(~8, Washington, n. C. : 
GENERAL: Hove been demollstrating I';tl'Ongly agaillst the Charles

tOWll and Sav:llllla,ll road. Had obstillate fight llea.l' GrabaUlville 011 

the 30t,h; result, a drawll ba,tt1e. H:LYC kept a In,rge force of tl1e enemy 
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sIlarply employed. Now holtl a posit,ion witbin three·quarters of a 
mile of the railroad between tIle Coosawllatchic anel Tullifinny H.ivers. 
Deserters' reports are conflicting, hnt agree that Sherman is nearing 
Savannl1b. 

Very respectfully, yoill' olJctliellt I'ervallt, 
.J. G. FOSTER 

Moj()1'-(li:'lw)'(( 1, ()O'/l/:lillln'dill(!. 

HE~DQ1TAltTERS DEPATl.'l'MEN'l' 01,' THE SOUTH, 
Hilton H ead, 8. C., Dcccmber 8, .18G4. 

Maj. Gen. H. VV. HALLECK, U . S. Arm y, 
Chief nf Sta:U; A1'IJlics (~I' the Unita l St((,te.~ , W ashinyton, .D. O. : 

GENERAL: I have the uonOi' to acknowledge th e receipt of your con
fidential letter of the l:3th ultimo."" 'rhe i.nstl'llctions containcd therein 
will be carried out iu cyery p:u'ticlIlar. Iliad already cOIllIHenCetl':t 
demollstratioll against thc cnerny, tbe particula.rs of which I uave seut 
in another communicatioll. 

V ery respectfnlly, '~'our ohedient servant, 
J. <:;. FOSTR H, 

jlf(~i(l'I' - (J cuerol, ()n1nlllll1u!iIlf/. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
H·ilto'l/, Jieaa, S. C., Dccembm' 8, .18(;4. 

l\fn:i. GCl1. H. Vi'. HAU,ECK, U. S. ArlllY, 
Chief of St((.tf, A nnie,~ of the United, States, W ashington, D_ C.: 

GENERAL: I have t.he honor to aclmO'lvlcdge t hc r eceipt of your 
communication of the 2~~d nltimo, ill which Liententlnt-Genera,J Grallt 
directs that the expenditure of ammunition npon Fort Sumter and 
Charleston bc discontinued, except 8'0 far as may be necessary. I have 
aecordingly sent the necessary i.n structions to the commanding officer 
of the Northern Distri ct of tbis departmcnt. ' 

Vcry respectfully, your ouctlient servant, 
J. G. FOSTJ<a{., 

J1I ((jM'- Gen cr(( l, C'MIIIIUI'IIcli nff. 

JTEAUt"I,UARTEHS DEPAR'l':JIEN 'l' O!-' 'l'lm SOU'l'H, 
l-hlton ]fctul, S. C., J)ecernber 8, lR64. 

Maj. Gen. M. C. MEIGS, 
Chief (J1Ut1'tennastc'l' U. S. Ann,;, Wa.sh·illffion, D. C. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
cOllfidential comU1l1nica,t,ion of the 28th ultimo ill regard to supplies 
seut to this departmcnt for Gcncral Shernw.Il's army should he make 
for this coast. . 

Very respectfully, your ohedient Hervant., 
J. G. FOST1!.JR, 

Mojo/'- Genm'a.l, Oommnnd'inrl . 

• SlOt' YoJ. XXX v, Part II , p, 328. 
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linqRS. NORTTIRHN DIS1'RICT, DEPT. oP THE SOUTH, 
Jlfm'1"is lsland, 8 . C., .1)eeeml){;1· 8, 18G4. 

J,ieut. W. B. l>l';AN, . . 
Aoting A.~Nista,'nt Adjutant·General: 

LIEUTENANT: I bave the hOllor to report, for the illformation of the 
major.general e()~umaIlJing, ~bat I Ill,lve no~ been .able to c?lUply fully 
with bis insh'lwtlOlls regarcllUg the IIlJIlledmte slllpment of 500 troops 
from t bil; distrid, owing to the fad of my not finJillg' here available 
t.J'anspol'tatioJl fill' more than 400 Illon. The remaining 100 arc bere in 
r eadiues:;, awaitiug the first meaw, of tmnl;portation wbich sllall present. 
1 have also the houO!' to report that I fillet here sOllle 400 mell of the 
'fwenty-fil'st U. S. Colored Troops, who are wholly unarmed, with the 
exception of a few who are doillg provost-guard dnty. 'rhey are eOI\· 
:;eqnentlyelltirely illeffcdin\ tiw defensive rnu'pof!es. 1 am informed 
that the requisite anus llHve been alrea(ly drawn for these men upon 
the f)roper requisit,ioIlR, and that they are now at. the arsenal awaiting 
tr:1nsportation. I have, t.herefore, ordered Ordll1LllCe Sergeant Scherer 
to that post, j()r the plll'pose of taldng chal'ge of their shipment, alld I 
ref) nes t that they llIay uc placcd untler Jlis care a,tthe earliest oppor· 
t,nuit,r, and that, (w('ry fadlity may be rcndercd him for their immediate 
tralJssb iPIllCIl t. 

] have the hOllol' to be, li cntenant, ,'e l'y rcspectfully, your obedient 
ser'vlLnt, 

A. SCHIMMEI,FENNIG, 
B'I'ifI(((7i er· Gene'l'a.I; 901/1 1n{(.nd'i ng. 

ONE .i\'Ifl,E AND A HALF J.'lw:vr No.1, 
./)IJl:e1ll vel' .'), 186 f. 

Major-General SHE IDrAN, 
(JIYllw/(/.'J/,rI'ing, (f:I'. : 

.GENKltA]~ : The dir t roa.d runs to the left of the railroad. The troops 
eOlltinlle to advance. General Blair tlJillks thcre is ollly cavalry in 
front. You call safely come to this poill t. ']' he train ha.s l)cen ol'dered 
to follow the Fourth Division, whieh. is second ill advallee. 

Hespectfully, 
.lOS. C. A LJDENHlED, 

Oapta in 1111£7- Ai(kdc·C(~mp. 

t\PEC IAL (HnQRS. MIL. DIV. OP '.rUE MISSISSIPPI, 
FrELI! OmlER:-;, ( In the FilJld, Pooler Sta.t'ion, (la,., 

.No. l~fl. ) D eocmbor .'J, 1864. 
L E speeial a,ttentioll is ealle(l to paragraph V, Special Fieltl Orders, 

No. 1'/," a,lld all persons Ullan thorized riding horses should at once be 
(lislllollllted alld the allimals tnrued over for ca.valry use. 

I I. Brigadier-General Kilpatrick is authorized to organi7.e It patrol 
to ~eize all horses amI mules ridden by any persoll:> withont authorit.y 
of law, or who may be away from t heir propel' command, appropriating 
Rlleh Hllimals for the n~e of his cava,lrv command. 

By order of Maj. Gell. "'V. '1'. Shem;a.n: 
L. M. DAYTON, 

A idc-cle· Oamp. 

~ S"o Vol. xxx VIII, Part 1 V, p, ,lOG. 
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manding Secolld Brigalie, will follow the artillery; fourth, ambulances 
and ol'dnallee train, a11 the wagon15 will falla,,, ill rcar of the corps in 
same order of march as their n:lspeetive comwands; fifth, each brigade. 
cOUJmander will detail olle eomlx\u~' fo)' train g'lUu'cl, to report at waO'on 
eorral, at 7 a. Ill. to -ll101TOW, to Lieut. George ·W. Porter, aide-de-ca.mp, 
for further instructiolll';. 

By order of Brig. Gen. M. D. Leggett,: 
J. C. ])OUGLASS, 

AS8i8ta'llt Adjuta.nt- (JGllera), 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY HI.VISION 01< THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the Pield, Pooler (No.1), December 9, 1804_. 

Major-Gelleral SLOOU:'II, 
Commanding Left lVing: 

GENElU.L: As yet we have beard notbing froll! you to-day ex(:ept 
yonI' gUliS, Ilearly due Ilorth, from 3 to [j p. m. (}elleral Howard has 
reported, and i15 in possei5sion of tbe Gulf railroad; eaptured one piece 
of a,rtillery, some prisoners, and a train of cars; both corps have met 
opposition, but have overcome it; alld Howard will move the Fifteenth 
via the plank road, and the Seventeenth via this the main road, on 
Savannah, ill the momillg. 

The general wishes yon - to continue along the Savannah River in 
your movement 011 the city, making as much progress as you cun until 
the enemy's maill line is developed. 

I am, general, respectfully, your15, &c., 
L. l\I. DAY'I'OX, 

A ide-de· Cmllp. 

HEADQUARTERS FOURTBEN'l'I,I .l\R}\IY CORPS, 
Two Jlliles South of Ebenezer Creek, Dece'mber 9, 1864-9 ((.111.. 

Col. J-I. C. RODGBH.S, 
Ohicf of &a:1J; Left Wing: 

COLONEL: My rear only completed the crossing of the ereek at cluy
light. 1 am 1I0W moving for Saiut Augustine Creek, and if the obstrne
tiolls or opposition is not too great will reach tbere to-day. ODe of the 
enemy's gun-boats made several demonstmtiolls against our bridge yes
tenIa.)', but a few shells satisfied them tlJey cQuld accomplish nothing'. 
and it gave np the pl'(~ject. lVly troops Hkinnished all day. Fe\\-el' at
taeks in rear. I have destroyed tIle bridge behind me, and do not 
think I shall be troubled fl'Ol11 the rear to-day. I ean hear nothing of 
the Twentieth Corps. Heavy cannonading is now progressing in the 
dil'eetiol1 of Savallnah or Coosawhatcbie. 

I am, very respectfully, 
JBF. C. DAVIS, 

Br(:vct Major- (ieneral, Comrnan(Ung. '. 

ORDERS.] HEADQUAH'l'ERS 'l"IVENTIE;l'H CORPS, 
Ncar lIfonte#li, Gil., December 9, 1864. 

'fhe movelllents of thii5 corps to-molTOw will be as follows: The First 
Divisioll will hreak nalllj) ;) t (j.~() :to m., a ntl pnsh i'ot'ward toward the 
Savaunah alld Oharleston UailroaJ. The eavalryof Colollel Hughes 
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will Jll'e( ~,ede the iJlfantry, starting at () n. n1. 'rhe'rhird Division will 
follow the First Division, starting fr'(lIU their present eamp at (l l1. m. 
The Sl'eolld Division will remain ill charge of the trains. Geueral 
Gearv will semI olle of bis brigades to gnard the rear of the train, and 
lJOhl'his other two 1>rigades in their present eamps, 1>ut be in readilless 
to move at :-;hort uotiee. The train will remain in its pl'esentpark until 
further orders. 1.:\11 pack,ullimnls of the First and 'l'hird DiviSions, 
exeept the animals that carry the pioneers' tools, will be left with the 
tra,ins. Fifteen wagons from the amllmnitioll traiu of the First Divis· 
iOIl aud :five frolll the :UllUlIlllitiOIl traiu of the Third Division will 
accompany the advanced for<~es. These wagolls, with the headquarters 
wag'ollS and :llllbnlances, will march in rea.r of the cell tel' brigade of the 
'l'hfl'd Division. . 

By cOlUmand of Brig. Gen. A. S.Willimns: 
HOBT. P. DgCllEHrl', 

Oaptnin nnd Acting Assistant Adj-ntant·Genenll. 

ORDERS.J n:DllH~. Fms'l' Drvfs lON, TWENTIE'l'H CORPS, 
1. ca,)' J}I()ntcith, Ga., DC(Jemuer 9, 18(j4. 

This' division will move to·morrow at G.30 a. m., in the following 
order: Second Brigade in adva.nce, followed hy a, battery; Third brio 
~ade next, aud l'irst in rear. Tho trains will remain in their present 
park, ullder Gencral Geary, UlIt.il fnrth er orders. All pack·animals, 
o~ce])t those tha t earry pioneer tools, will be left with the traills. 
Captain Angnstillo, ordna.nce otlicer, will send fifteen wagons of am· 
lllunition, whicll will lmve a position ill the column with the different 
headquarters wagoIls and :tmbnIa.nees, ,ill rear of the center briga.de of 
the Tllil'd Division, which imlllediately follows the First Division. 

By command of Brig. Gen. N. J. Jacksol1: 

GEO. IWBINSO~~, 


ii'irst 1AlJutc/t(t;/I t fOul .ilIJti'l/!I A8s'fstant Adjutant· General. 

llDQRS. 'l'HIIW DIVISION, rrWEN'J'rE'l'H \"R;\IY CORPS, 
Decembe'l' fJ, 1864-6 (t,. 1/1.. 

Licut. Col. H. \-:Y. P]~lUClNS, 
Assistant Adjutwnt· Genera,i, Twentieth Army Corps: 

C OLONI,;L: The Third Divisioll train (rear) is not nearly all ill. The 
groUJld WillllOt eV()lI hold corduroy. I will push on as soon as possi. 
ble, but 1IIy mOVClIlent1S will neeessarily be very slow, al'l I heal' that 
most of t,he road ahead has to 1>e worked. 

Very respectfully, your obedient :;;el'Vltnt, 
W. T. \VARD, 

Brlgiul'icr.Oencra.l, C01Ii1}!(w(ling Div'ision. 

HEADQUAR:l'l-:HS TWENTIETH COR.l'S, 
~Ne(l,1' Zion Chn}'ch, Ga., D efJem,ber rJ, 18G4. 

Brig. Gen. W. T. 'WAIW, 
Commanding l'h,tt'(l Divi8ion: 

GENEH,AL: 'rhe general cOJnll1andill:,!; directs me to iuform you that 
one wile from where he eJJcampedlas t night, at Zion Chll'ch, you take 
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tile road to the left; it is a roalL uut la.id 110WI\ Oil the map. He 
(1il'(~e s that you place two r egimellts to huld the ron(1 leatliug to the 
right, at tlJis ehllreh. 

Very respectfully, your obeuiellt servallt, 
ROn'J'. P. DBCHERT, 

Capta.in aJill Acting ASS'istamt Adjnta.nt-Cfcncnti. 

READQUAH'l'ER~ 'l'wEN'rmTH COIn'S, 
Ncar jl[onnt Zion Church, Ga., Decembcr 9, 18(11-10.15 ll. m. 

Brig. Gen. 'V. T. WARD, 
COllwu£1uling Third Division: 

GENEHAL: The First aml Third Divisions aee halted here a.waiting 
the traiJl. 'rhe euemy are in front orns, a nd the general deems it ill1
pnuleJlt to push the troops farther until the arrival of the tl'aill, as it 
woulll be too 1lI1lch exposed. 1'1e general cOlnmandillg the COl'pS de
sire~ to have yon report every two hours the loea,tion and state of 
affairs along the tra,iu, where your rear is, &c. In da.ting your notes, 
please st.ate the hour ami place. 

Yel'y respectfully, yonI' obedient servant, 
H. W. PEItKINS, 

L 'ielltena.lIt- Colonel antl Assistant Adjutant-Gencral. 

llEAJ)Ql~ARTERS AU:IIY V1" TJ-m ' TENN1<;SSEE, 
XCII,/, Sarannah Canal, Ga., Decembcr 9, 186-1. 

COl\'I~IANDING OpPIClm LT. S. NAVAL FORCE. 
IN 'I'm.; VICINITY OF SAVAN?';AlI, GA.: 

Sm: 'Ye ha.ve IllCt with perfect success t.hus far. Troops ill fine 
spirit.s, a1ld IIca.r by. 

Itespectfully, 
o. O. HOWARD, 

~Majl)r-Genel'al, COIII:llutnil'in{f Right Wino of A_nny. 

SPECIA.L ~ HI)Q~~s. MIL. Drv. OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
FIELD On,DJ.ms, . iii, U,e Field, ncar Slc.panna)!, On., 

Ko. 130. ~ D ecember 10, .18(j.j. 
Thc armylmving arrived before Savannah, will proecell to invest the 

place, and to open up eOllllllUnieation with onr tieet in Ossa b~tw alld 
\Vassaw Sounds. 

1. The IJeft vYing, Major-Gelleral Slocum, will make a left 11ank near 
the Savannah I~iver above the cit.y, aud extellll round to a point near 
the pla1l1< road. Be is also chargefl with the utter destructiou of the 
Savan1lah aud Charleston Hail road oack to and including the Savanna,h 
H.iver brhlge, as also the Central Ceorgia road from hi s lillc baele to 
Pooler (No.1). One battalion of tile First l~eo'irnellt M icll igan Engillee l's 
H.lld Mechanics will bc ordered to report to General SloellUl, t.o twist 
the rails. 

II. The Right, \'Ving, M.ajor-General Howard, will cxteud from (Jeneral 
Slocllm's right to the SavHllna,h River oelow the eit.)', 01' to the Sbell 
road. GClleraJ Howard is n,lso ehnrge(l with openillg' cOlllmul.IieatiOll 
with the fleet HIlll t·he c1efitrlletioll of the Gulf railroad back to and 
ineluding tl10 Ogecchee Hiyer lJridge. 
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TTl. Capt. O. }\f. Poe, cbid' ellgineel', will forthwith cause thorough 
rCeOIlIlU,iRsances to be malle, so as to eOlllpile all approxima.te lIIap fOI' 
t he use of a rmy commanders, [blltl will ~lbo crluse roads to he examined 
alld opelled, to facilitate (~omlllllIJicntioll with the different pa,rts of it. 

1 V. Brigrldiel'-General Kilpat.rielc, commanding (~a' aIry, will watch 
a II roads to the real', and also assiRt GenemI ITowar<.l ill opening tomnlll
lIication witb tile fleet; and a.I'my and corpS COll1ll1alHlel's will at once 
overhanl t.hcir tl'aills, u,nd be prepared, on ShOl·t 1I0tice, to send to the 
tlcct evcl'ythillp; not absolntely required fOl' our suc(~ess. 

By order of Maj. Gell. ,.y. '1'. Sherman: 
Ij, M. DAYTON, 

A ide-de- Cml/p. 

HDQRS. DEPARl'YIEN'L' AN)) AJnfY OF THE 'TENNESSEE, 
Little Ogccchee, 11(;(("1' Savannah, December 10, 18C1. 

l\bj. Gen. W. '1'. SHEl~MAN, 
COlllmand-i'1l [J J1U liill1'Y Di1:'i'~ 'i()n of the jlfi.~8issipp'i: 

I hu,ve direded that to-mOITow Major-Gencral Blair so place his com, 
mand that his righttInllk will re~t on King's Bridge and Savannah 
road; that General Osterhans will p11sh his corp:; to the right, his left 
flank resting Oil the same road. ] find that on this side of the Ogee
cheo every inlet to the sea to wilich access can ue hall is cOH\malllled 
eit,hol' by u, fort OT' battery. I think, however, that Oil the other side 
of the river aCcess call ue bad to Ossauaw Sound; and, with a view to 
thb, J ha.ve directefl Captain Reese, of my staff, to l'{'pair Killg'S Bridge, 
amI shall throw over a recollllaissance for the l)\lrpose of ascCl' taining 
whether it is practicabl('. to communicate with the west side of thc river. 
'rhe pa.rty I sent last llight dowII the rive[' for that pnrpose has 1I0t yet 
rcturuell. I have 1I0t yet rcceived any fmther onler::! from yon than 
what ,Yon gave me vel'bally to-day. 

Very respectfllIIy, YOlll' obedient servant, 
O. o. HOV;rARD, 

Major, Ue-nera.l. 

SPECIAL ( fTDQRS. DEPT. AND AllMY OF TIlE TENN., 
FmLD ORDEH.S, ( Sa'Cannllh Conal, 1/(!IU' Dillon'g Bl'ill,qe, o.n., 

No. If)]. ) December 10, 1861. 
Major-Geneml Osterhans, commanding Fifteenth Army Corps, will 

not at pre,;;ent take lip his pontoon uridge aVe!' the Ogeet:hee, but leave 
the sarIle, ,yitb one strong regimellt well disposed for guard, until fur
ther orders. 

TjI'l"l'LB OGEEUIIEE, NEAR SAVANNAH, GA., 
, December l(), 18C4. 

The following are the onlers for the operatiolls of this army to· 
morrow: First, Ma:jor-Gelleral ORterhaus, eOlllUlClnding Fifteenth Arllly 
<;:o~'ps~ will move hi::; en tire corps aroul1(l to the right of the King's 
Bndge and Sav:1llllah road, plaCing one division ill resel'Ye on that road, 
frolll wllich will ue furnished the piollecr corps, a.nd sncll ot.ber deta,ils 
of men, tea.ms, &c., as mu,y he reqnired by Captaill Heese, chief engi. 
lIee~', in th(\ rec(,)JlstrnctiOlI of' King's 11l'idge. Seeond, i\[ajor-Gellera.l 
Blall', eOlllllla.lldlllg Sevellteell th Army Corps, will .move hi s cOUlmand 
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HEADlllTAH'l'ER.· SEVENTEENTH AmVIY CORPS, 
./)c('embcl' 10, 18M. 

Brig. Gen. M.D. LEGGETT, 
()OllWwntlhl!l 1'I1'i1'tl Dit,ision: 

GENERAL: The major-generll I COIllll1fMlding t~ired!'; me to ~ay to you 
that you will move third ill the ol'tier of march to·day, ti)llowillg" the First 
Division, wltidt follows the Fonrth Divi,;ioll. 

Uespectfully, yonI' obedient SOl'va.ut, 
. C. CADLE, JR., 

k~si.~ta.l1 t .ildjllla.ll t- GCI/CI'al. 

SPECIAL ) HRADQCARTEH.S TmRn DIVISION, 
FmLJ) ORDERS, ~ 8EVEN'l'EENTH AHl\IY CURl'S, 

Xo. 170.) Be/orc Swvannah, Ga., Dccembcr 10, 1861. 
1. This comma.nd will be held in readiness to move at 7 a. ill. to-mOl'

row, on beillg relieved by the FOllrteenth Corps. 'J'lJe Second Brigade, 
Co\. R K. Scott cOUlmand i ng, will 11a ve t.lte advallce. ArtilIt~ry a.nd 
tra.ins as llcrctofore. 

By order of Brig. GCII_ M. n. I,eggett: 

.T. C. DOUGLA::SS, 


A s8'istll Itt A (Zrnt WI/ t- GClw'I'lll. 

llEADQUARTEHS LEFT VVTNG, ARMY OF GEORGIA, 
Foul' JHilcs j't'II'I1/. S((l'((!/'I//wh anll Charleston J~ailroU(7, 

Be 'ember 10, ,186.J-J.30 /1•• m. 
Capt. IJ. M. DAYTON, 

A 'illc-(Ze- Ca.mp : 
()Apl'AIN: A t this point my column fOllnd ollr road very bacUy ob

~trllcterl a.lId the enemy Oil opposite side with two sma.il works. vVe 
drove him from the works, and have removed all obstructions, and I do 
Hot anticipate much <Ii fficul ty between here and the railroad. We move 
at daylight,. Davis is moving, but his road is a difficult one. 1 thillk 
I sltall meet him near Cherokee Hill to-dav. 

Very respeetflllly, &c., . 
I:f. 	 \V. SLOCUM, 

Jlf((j()l'- UC'lwra/,. 

HEADQUARTETIS LRPT ,VING, ARMY OF GEORGIA, 
Pi?,c Jli'iles /J'flln 8((1)((1/'1/(/11., J)ece-mbcl'1O, .18(j'.J-2 p. 'III. 

)In.i. Gell. J. U. DAVIS, 
Co))/m,((:ndiug FOil r/ccnth COI')J8: 

The m:~i()r-gelleI'al cOTIIlltall(ling directs that YOIl put your command 
in calllp where you now are. He intends to tlevelop the enemy's !iuc 
with the Twentieth Corps this p. m., all(l a,f; soon *.; we can find out 
~olllething" auont the country llCl'e [I.. positioll will be foulld fot' youI' 
(~orp,;. The Scvclltcellth Corps nre well IIp on Oil], right, alld have been 
feelillg of the ellemy:L little t.lli~ forenoon. You lweI bett.er f;end H, staff 
ollicel' fiH'ward to till([ It place to park youI' train Ileal' here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient ::<ct"vant, 
H. U. lWDGERS, 

Assi8tant A (7jntmtt- Gencntl. 
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UEADQTJAnTEHS liF.FT vVING, A RMY OF G-EOR,GIA, 
Five ]lhlcs fro1//. Sal'annah, f)ecemum' lO, lSIA-7..'j() p. 1»,. 

Maj. Gen. J. C. DAVIS, 
. (JOIll1IwntHn!f li'ollrteenth (Jo}'Jl.~: 

The ruajor-general cO\l1l1lallllilig di.I'eet~ that yon move youI' corps to
)[101'1'0'" mOl'rling and occupy the lme 1I0W held by the Sevcntl'cllth 
Corps Oll the right of the 'r,wCI.ltieth qorp~. Please sen(~ t.he division 
yon intend to occupy the lett of yonI' lllle firM·, and haNe It Icavl~ CHlllP 
at 7 a. m. The pioncers sLoulcl accompany this divisioll to repair the 
roads from herc to t,he po,'ition you are to oecn]>y. The other two 
divisions to follow wit.h your entire train about 11 a. m., anll 011 the way 
thevare to bum thoroughly all the bridges a.nd trestle-work on the 
railroad up to this point,. 

Very respect.fully, youI' ohelli ent scr'vallt, 
H. C. RODGERS, 

,1 S,~·i8t(t.n t A c(j'lttant- Genm·a.l. 

HEADQUAR'l'ERS FOUR'rEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Ten jlfiles (rom 8al)lt11:nah, On., DeeemiJer 10, 18(jd-l0.S0 ]>. 111. 

Hrig. Gen. A. BAIRD, . 
()mn'lnll.wl-ing Tldnl Di1:is'io'll, Fourteent.h A nny (Jorps: 

'fhe geller'al comuHLuuing has direetcd me to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note to hilll, and to say to you that. you will not probably move 
from your present positiou before 11 a. lll. to-molTo\\'. He Ile"ires yon, 
if possible, meanwhile, to reach aIHI (jp"troy the railroad bridge ana to 
destroy the trestle-work as completely as practicable. 

I ]J[we the honor to be, gelleral, very respectfully, your obediellt 
servant, 

A. C. McCLUH.G, 
A.~s·ista'/lt A (V1ttant-Gencl'al and (JlIil~f of Sfa:!r. 

HEADQUARTERS 'l'\YENTIETH CORPS, 
Fi1)e lI[ile,~ from. SlIt'ail/nall, Oil., Deee'lnlwl' 10, 186'.1. ' 

Brig. Gen. N .•T. JACKSON, 
OO1/lmanding Fi'1'8t ]}il'ision: 

GENERAL: '1'he geueml cOllllllanding directs that your cornnmlHl be 
in readinesfi to move to-morrow momillg' at abont, 9 o'doek. 

Very re~pect.flllly, yoill' obediellt servant, 
ROBTr. r. DECHER']'. 

(Japtain ((Iul Act.inr! Assist(('1It 11 IUutllut- GC1ieral.· 

(Same to Brig. Gen. VV. '1'. vVaTII, cOlllmanding' 'l'hiI'II Divisioll.) 

HEADQUAI~.TERS TWENTIF.'l'H CORl>s, 
li'i1)e jllJ-iles f/'(} '/JI- SI/VII'IIUllh, Ga., j)ecember 10,1864. 

Brigallier-Genernl GBAI-ty, 
(Jom1na.nrrillfj Second D'ii)isioll: 

GENEnAL: 'fbe general cOllll1Htnding the corps clireets thll,t yon send 
at 7 n. m. to-mono\\' olle of ,vonI' brigades to l'eei'Hllloiter the eonntry 
between this road :tllll tho 8avann<lh i{iver. He wisLe:;; to a8eertaill the 
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HEADQTTAWl'EUS SIWEN'I.'I·;J.:N'l'H ARMY OORPS, 
f)N'/~mbcr 10, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. M.D. LEGGET'I', 
(Jomm(t'lU7i1l!J 'J'lth'/l Dil''isio/l,: 

GENEltAL: 'rhe major-gellorn I commanding- (~iredR me to Ray to you 
that you will move third ill the order of ITlftrch to-day, followillg the Fil'st 
Division, wliieh follows the FOlJl't,h Division, 

It.espectfully, YOlll' obedient s(~ rvant, 
. C. CAlnA~, .Tn., 

Ass'il;tmit AdJlIla.'Ilt-General. 

SPECIAL ) HEADQU111~TEH,S TUrRI> DIVISION, 
FIELD ORDEn~, t :::;EVENl'EEN1'II ArDIY CURl'S, 

No. 170. ~ Be/o1'e Sa:vanna.h, (}(t., Deeemuel' 10, 1864. 
1. 'rtds cOlTlmand will be held ill rea,dilless to move a.t 7 a. In. to-mor

row, on being l'elieved by the I<'ol1l'teentlt Oorps. '1'lte Seeolld Brigatle, 
Col. R K_ Scott commallding, will lw ve the a(lvallce. A l'tillel'Y alld 
trains as lleretofore. 

By order of Brig. Geu. ?If. D. T,eggett: 

,T. O. DOUGLABS, 


Ass'ista It t A/~JlI ta.1/ t - (]cuero l, 

lIEADQ'C'ARl'ER~ LEFT \,\rT~G, .A.niHY OF GEORGIA, 
FOll1' JlUles fro'/n SWI'ammoh 	 (t.'/t(Z Chm'lc8ton R{til1'oad, 

December 10, lSG.J-4.3() a. 111. 

On.pt. L. ?II. DAyroN, 
A ide-cle- Camp: 

OAPTAIN: At this point my column fOllud anI' road very hadly ob
stl'uet.eci and the enemy 011 opposite side with two small works. "Ye 
drove him from the works, and have removed all obstrnctiolls, and I do 
lIot antieipate n111(; It d iffieulty between 110l'e and the railroad. We move 
at daylight. Davis is moving', but his road is a difficult one. I think 
I shall meet him lIear Cherokee Hill to-day, 

Very respectfully, &c., 
FL ~\'. SLOCUM, 

Jl{aj01'- General. 

HEADQUAR.'I'ERS I,EJ'''!' \,yING, A .RMY OF GEORGIA, 
IN've Jlfiks .Ii'O'/n SavaJlnah, lJc(:/J'I}/oeJ' 10, 1864-2 p. 'Ill, 

1fn.i. nell. ,1. C. DAVIS, 
Com.manding PO/l1'fecnth CII1]).~: 

The major-general eOlfllll:tmling- (lil'ects tlmt yon put your command 
ill caUlp where you nOI\" nre. He illt.ends to Ilevelop the enemy's liue 
with tlle Twentieth Corps this p, TIl., awl a.s SOOIl as we ean find out 
I'lolllething about the eountJ'y 1101'0 a positiolJ ",ill be f\mnd for your 
eor])s, 'l'he Seventeellt.h Corps HJ'(\ \Vellnp on 0111' right, aud have been 
f(\eling' of the eIlemy a little this f'o\'cnoon. You had better send a stafi 
onicer t\Jl'ward to 1hllL a plaee to park your train Ileal' hen'. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
II. C. lWDGEH.S, 

.A sRistant A dj1tt((.nt- Oene'l'ul. 
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HEADQUAH'l'EHS LEFT V"lNG, A.1B-IY OF GEORGIA, 
Five ·l1ill'.~ fl'om SaL'mmah, }hwe1ltiJer 10, 180·j-7.30 p. m. 

:Mn,i. Gen. J. C. J!Avn·, 
COJll91HOI,Ihng ]i'ourteenth Corps: 

The JIlajol'·gcneral cOlHnmuuing (lirer-ts that yon movc yonI' corps to
morrow 1Il0miug' and occupy t·he line BOW helll by the Seventt1ellth 
Corps on the rig-ht of the Twen t ieth Corps. .Pleasc send the divisioll 
yon intend to ocel,tPy t,he left of yOrtl' Ii ne 1i rst" .alld. l.ll~ve it leave yalll)> 
nt, 7 u,. m. The pIOneers should accolllpfLlly tIllS dIVISIOn to repall' tbe 
ronds from here to t,he positioll yon a.re to oecupy. 'rhe other two 
divisions to follow with yOIl!' cntire train about 11 fl. . m., a.nd all the way 
thev are to bill'll thol'OlIghly all the bridges aBd kestic- work on the 
railroad up to this POillt.. 

VeJ'y respectfully, your obe(li ellt sel'vfmt, 
H. O. ROnGERS, 

fls.~1Htall t A dJntwnt- Gene-nfl. 

HEADQl AR'J'El~S FOUWl'EEN'fII jl R~'lY OORPS, 
Tell Jlfires (ro'm Savannah, Ga., December 1°,18(;1-10.3011.111. 

Brig. Gen. A. BAIRD, . 
C01nmnnd·in{J Tki1'lJ. Diriwion, Fourteenth Army Cmps: 

The gen<!I'al coulluaoding has direetell me to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note to him, and to say to yon that you will lIot probably move 
froID yom present positiou before 11 a. ill. to-monoW'. He desires you, 
if possible, lllean whi Ie, to reach alld dc·"troy the rnilroad bridge alH1 to 
dest roy the trpstle·work as cornplctely as practicable. 

I bave the honor to be, gelleral, very respeetfully, yOUl' obedient 
servant, 

A. C. McCLUUG, 
Assistant AI?jutant-Gene)'{fl (mCr Ch'iej' 0/ Stadt: 

HEADQUARTERS TWENTIETH CORPS, 
Five Miles fl'01l/. Savaml(/ h, Ou. , December 10, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. X .r. .r ACKSON, 
CO'l1l.manding 1i"i'l'.~t /)irisioll: 

GENERAL: 'rho gell el'al cOll.llTmnding directs tha t your eOllllTla.IHl be 
in readiness to move to-lllOI'l'O\\- mOrJIillg' at abollt, 9 o'dnek. 

Very re!'.pectfnlly, yOIlI' obelli eut sen'ant, 
JWBT. r. DEOHER'l'. 

Captain a.nrl Acting Assistant AIUutant-Gmierctl. 

(Same to Brig. Hen. ''Y. T. vVar(l, cOlTlmalldillg' '[,hinl Divis ion.) 

llEA])QUAlt1'ERS TWENTIETH OORPS, 
Pi'I'e Jl1ile8 from 8i1vlI1l'11ah, Gil., Deccmber 1fJ, 1, 6-1. 

Bl'iga(lier·General GEARY, 
CO?llIIU1.1td·iuf! Second .Dh"i.~ion: 

GENERAL: The general eOJUII\{l,)}(ling the corps directs that yon send 
at 7 <l. m. to-monow one of yOlll' brig'alIes to recc))'J noiter the eonntl'Y 
uet\\'een this roa.d ano the Savanllah l{ivcr. lIe wisLes to _ascertain the 
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nntlll'e of the conn try and the enelllY's position. Captain UeD0 well , 
chief topogmphical engineer of the COl'}l8, will aceompally the brigflllej 
he has been over a portion of the road. The general desires that yon 
"'ill have the balance of your command in readiness to move at \) a. lll, 
to-morrow. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. PERKINS, 

Assistant Adjutant- GellC?'a1. 

HDQR.S. SECOND DIVISION, TWENTIETH ARMY CORPS, 
Deeember 10, 1864. 

Col. n. A. BARNUM, 
Co1lt1nancling Third Brigade: 

COLONEL: 'rhe general commanding' division directs that you take 
your brigade, at 7 a. m. to-lllonow, alld reconnoiter the eouutry between 
Augusta road alld the railroad to ascertain the natllre of the country 
alld the enemy's position. Captaiu McDowell, chief t-opograpllical 
eng-iueer of the corps, and Captain Schilling, topographical engineer 
of division, will accompany you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. FORBES, 

Act'infJ A s.~ist(/.1lt Adjutnnt- GeneraL 

GENERAL ORDERS,} HDQRS. THIRD DIV., 20TH AR.MY CORPS, 
No.8. Neal' &trctnlla1t, Ga., .December 10,1864. 

The following-named staff' otlicers are hereby allnounced on tbe staff 
of the geueral commanding, and will be obeyed and respected aecord
ingly: Capt. F. C. Crawford, Eighty-fifty Indiana Volunteers, aille-de
camp; Capt. E. \V. Ward, Third Kentucky Volunteer Cavalry, aide·de
camp. _ 

By command of Brig. Hen. W. T. Ward: 
JOBN SPEED, 

Captwin (t1~d Assistant Adj-utant- General. 

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUAR'l'ERS COAST DrvISION, 
No.4. December 10, 1864. 

1. 'rhe Thirty-fourth U. S. Colored '1.'roops is l1ereby transferred from 
the First to the Second Brigade. 'rLJe commanding officer will report 
to Col. E. N. Hallowell, commanding Second Brigade. 

II. The Sevellty-fifth. and aile hundred a.nd sevent.h Regiments Ohio 
Yolunteers are hereby assigned. to tbe First Brigade. Tho eommand
ing officers will report to Brig. Gen. E. B. Potter, commandillg. 

By order of Brig. Gell . •T. P. Hatch: . 

LEONARD B. PERRY, 


Pi'/'lst Lieutenant, JiI~t~Y-fiftJt jl1a,ssaelmsetts Volunteers, 
and Acting Assist(wt Adj1tt(mt- a-enenll. 
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second, artillcry, Fift.centh Ohio Battery; third , Col. R. K. Scott, C01l1

manding SecolHI Brigade, will follo\\' the artillery ; fourth, a.mbulancc 
fInll ordnance trains; all othcr wagow; will follow ill rear of First Divis
iou i.n same order of march as their rC:-;l'cdivc cOlllmands. 

By ordcr of Brig. Gen. 1\1. D. Leggett: 
.J. C, DO UGLASS, 

.i1ss·i8tant A Ilju.tant-Gcneml. 

HEADQ ARTEH.S LEFT WING, AR;lIY OF GEOH.GIA, 
Deee'muer 11, 1864-7 1'. ?It. 

Capt. J,. M. DAYTON, 
A ·ide-de-Camp: 

Somc of \~rheeler's cavalry were at Moute-ith, the residcnee of Gencral 
Harrison, when the party:;ent to arre:;t him (Harri:--:on) anived t here. 
J havc sent a brigade of infantry to cover my rea.r a.nd protect trains. 
'rIw Icft of my line is now e:--:tablished in very cio:--:e proximity to the 
line of the enemy. I b.a ye seu t a l'egi men t across the ri vcr to scout tile 
country, amI am throwing up two redoubts on tile rivcl'-uank. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
11. W. SLOCUM, 

111 ajor- General. 

l1EADQUAR'l'EW:; l\iILI'l'ARY DIVISIOK OF THE ~IISSISSII'Pl, 
In the Field, near Savannah, December 11,18(J4. 

Major-General SLOCUiVI, 
Col/t'l/w,ndi'lIr;, <ix. : 

GENERAL: It is reported to the genera.l-ill·<:hief by Colonel Atldns, 
cOInmanding' mwairy brigade, that his scont~ S"lW a, brigadc ,of t.he 
enemy's Cf!.Yalry to-day 011 Lonisville anti _Savannah road, oppositc 
Spring-field, amI that t.hey were moving north to the Aug-llsta road, 
aBd I am directed by the g"-eneral to give yon the intorlllation. 

I am, general, yours, &c" 
h M. VAY'l'ON, 

Aide-de- Caml). 

HEADQUARTERS FOUR'l'EEI'\''l'H AIDIY COIW::l, 
In Pruut (!/ Sct'l!(l.lIna.h, Ga., December 11, 1861. 

Brig. GCIl. A. BAIll.D, 
C01nmandinlJ Third Divisiun, Fourteenth Army Corps: 

'l'!Je genera.l commanding the corps ha.s directed lne to say to you tlmt 
be wishes you to take po:;itioll for to-uig'ht upon Saillt Augnstine U.rcek 
(the first m'eek this side of the Ten-Mile Station). He wishes yOIl to 
destroy all the trestlc-works on this side of thc ul'idgc toward this point, 
and desires a report of your operations this 1Il0l'lling' and of your sacce:;::; 
ill tle::;troyillg the railroad bridge. He a1::;0 wishes to know if yon deem 
it vracticaule to constrllct it boom abovc thc uridge which will obstruct 
the passage of boats upon tue river. 

I Imve the honor to be, general, vcry re::;pectfuIIy, your oucdiellt 
l:lcrvaut, 

A. C. McCLUnG. 
Assi8tCt-nt AIlj-utant- Ocneral wncl Chief of Stait: 
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; 
JIEADQUARTEHS FOURTEENTH AR:\IY CORPS, 

December .1.1, lS(J4-6·.15 p. m. 
Colonel HODGERS, Chil./ (~l St(~tl: 

COLONEL: I JllWO tile hOllol' to report that by tllis time two divisions 
of Illy COI'I'~ ~lI'e ill ,1)~sition.' ha:,ing re!i~ved the S~vent,eeuth C?rps 
clltirely. 13arnl'~ (hVl~lOn 1S still at ~a.rnt AugLlstrne Creek. rite 
ineloso(1 report of General .Baird will show the gelleral commanding 
the state of atlillirs at the railroad crossing'. My tra,ins are stuck in tile 
U1ud for tho b:i1alwo of the night 011 the road Colollel Asmussen advised 
U1(~ to take; it will be cordllroyetl by mornillg. My headquarters are 
on the Ueorgia Central road, about a lIJile west of Gelleral Sherman's. 
'I'IJe bearer cml ~t,ay at the headqnarter~ of tbe Left WTing and bring any 
commullications desired. 

Very respectflllly, 
JEF. C. DAVIS, 

B"evef Jliajor- (lencral, Commanding. 

lInc.losllrc·1 

nDl,!RS. THlIW DlvLsrON, FOUn,'l'lmNTLl AUMY CO[tPs: 
Dcccmber 11, lS(j4-2 p. m. 

Col. A. C. l\1CCL URG, Assistant Adjlltant- Generai : 
Sm: I have received YOllr Ilote direeting we to elleamp on Saint 

Au~ustille Creek, and asking no report of Illy operations this morning. 
I f(»w<l t,he trestle-work about JifteclJ· I'eet high, built upon piles and 
through a :,;walllp lIOt p,u,sable except, upon briclg'es, which it would 
take days to unild if we had the material. The farther end was OCCIl
pied by the rebels wit,h a battery, which was 1;0 remote that their shot 
ual'ely reached us; ou)' Napoleolls would Bot have reached them. It 
was ntterly impossible to get llcar I,he battery, as the ouly approach 
was along the railroad track, Hilder ti re of the uattel'Y. 'l'bere was a 
loeomotive and platfOl'DH:a.r neal' the l'puel uuttery, a.lld perhaps it had 
a gUll Oll it. 'rhe uridge over the river was not visible, andullless a 
way ean be found through the swamp, which I am a,s8ured there is not, 
it is !lot pORsiblc to get neal' the river on thi~ ~ide at this POillt. A 
small train of cars was seen on the South CarolilJU, side, not in motion. 
My men went out on the trestle-work :lolld uurucd it for considerable 
distance from this clld; they also tore up and destroyed about three
q na.rters of a mile of traclc 'I'o nse the railroad hridge for foot pas
~engers they will have to huilll over the portion of tile bnrned trestle
work 011 top of the piles, whicb can ue dOlle, but the tl'ack [eau jnot be 
repaired ill some tillie. 1 find rebels now on my tian!;:, on tile Monteith 
road, I T)['eSllllle. 

Respectfully, your ouediclit servant, 
A. BAll~D, 

Bl'igadier- General, Comma.nding. 

HEADQUARTERS 'l'WEN'L'IE1'1I CORPS, 
Five miles from Sa.vannah, Oa., Decembcr 11, 186'4. 

Brig. Gen. J. W. GEARY, Comman(l-in[J Second lJil1illion: 
GENERAL; The general commuuding directs that if you call fint! any 

boats in the river you send fifty or sixty llIen to Hutchim;on's Island to 
ascertain wllat they ellI1. 

Very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant, 
HOBT. P. DECHEH'l', 

Oapta'in m/(l Act'ing Assista,nt Adj1ttant-Oenera.l. 
44 R R-VOL XLIV 
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HDQRS. DEPAR'nmNT AND ARMY OF THE 'l'ENNESSEE, 
L'ittie Oyeeehce,1wai/' Sa/wllnah, Ga., J)ecember 12, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. F. P. BLAIR, 
()01n1n(l!lulillfj Seventeenth Army CO":1/8: 

As we shall prolmbly have occasion to make milch use of King's 
Bridge and Savannah roa.d, the ma!jor'general (~omrnalldillg directs 
that yon Canse it to be placed tHld Iwpt in good 'condition from Little 
Ogeechee Church to King's Bridge. Bring- dry sanel from convenient 
points to fill up and smooth oyer the lesset· ruts and lJ;lo(l plac'3s, and 
cordul'oying tile worse ones. General Osterhans has been directed to 
repa.ir it also. 

Very respectfully, yonI' obedient serYant, 
SAML. L. TAGGART, 
Assistant Ailj1ltnnt· Genel'a.l. 

KING'S BmDGJ<;, Deccm.bC1· 12, 1864-1..'l() }J. m. 
General SLOCUM: 

The Ogeechee herc is a large navigable stream. Fort McAllister is 
six miles below, on the west bank, allel to-morrow early 1 will send 
Hazen's division to attack it.. Kilpatrick is over already, and will exam
ine Sa.int Catherine's SouIlll and Sunhery; but if' we call get Ossaba.w 
we are aU right.. I want you to be act.ive to-morrow, and to get two or 
more of your (largest ra.nge guns) batteries at t.he point south of' thc 
callal 'where 1\'[ower was and where Carlill went in last night. 'l'hat is 
the only point I know of' where guns will rea.ch the heart of' Savannah. 
Yom line need not reach the phmk road, but the caul>eway about two 
mileR thil:; side the canal, the point wher.e the enemy has the range of' 
the road; there Bbir will connect with yon. Keep rather thin lines, 
a.nd your troops massed reacly for action. I wnnt to conllect with the 
fleet before doing unyt,hing positive. SetHI me word of' anything of 
illterei'.t on t.h<l t finnk to-morrow. Thc fleet can be seen, or is reported, 
but as yet has allswered 1I0ne of 0111' i'.igllali'., bllt I think t.o-morrow I 
will make them llotiee us. 

Yonrs, 
"V. T. SHERMAN, 

Jlf(~j01'- Ocneml. 

HEADQUARTERS TJEF1' VVING, ARl\IY OF GEORGIA, 
])ecc1JI.bc1' .1,2, 186J.-8 p. m. 

Mujor-G eneraI SHER:D-IAN, 
Ge'llcral-in- Chief: 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of 4[.30] p. m. has 1)oe1l received. I ita.ve 
carefully examined the left of 0111' lines and the right of' the rebel lilies 
to-da.y. I flllly believe 1 can turn their line o,nel f-;weep them away. [ 
have given Illy viewl; to Captain Poe and asked him to present them to 
yon. YonI' instrnctious for to-mOlTOW shall be obeyed. vVe eaptured 
the steamer Resolnte this mornillg, with seven lIaval officers and a crew 
of twenty men; she will be repaired to-IJIorrow. 'Ve drove back two 
gnu-boats t.hat were wit.h her. Commodore Lovell was 011 board olle of 
them. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
H. W. SLOCUM, 

Major- GeneraL 
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Ih~ADQHAn.1'F.RN l\IILITAHY DIVTI'ION OJ" THE :'I'lISSISSIP]'l , 
III fIll' Field. D el' mbel' 12, 18(JJ. 

General SLOCUM, 
Commanding, (te.: 

GEN:ERAL: A flag of truce to·day hrought in letters from Wheeler to 
Kilpntl'ick. Olle wa~ headed vYaynesborough, nth, and the other 
seventeen miles from Savannah , 11th December. The officer bringing 
it said he beJouged to vVheclcl"~ sta.ff·. 'l'he men of his eSI ~olt sait! tbey 
01' he were from Ross. 1.'1Ie flag 1 ~:Ime to 01'11' pi cl!:r,t Oil Louisville alit! 

Savaullah road, and] give you all 1 Iwow, fl'OllI whi ch yon may judge 
"\\lllcole1"s position. He may ue eOllcnchng' devilment for ns, or it 
min'ht be a 1.>lind to cover lip . . 'rIle general, you l.:now, is a I', King's 
Bridge. 1 will send word to General Davis. 

I am, general, yourf)l , &e., 
!J. 1\1. DAYTON, 

A 'ide-de- ()a.lIIp. 

GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. LEFT VVING, ARMY OJ" GE.' ORGIA, 
No.2. Be/01'e S((1)annah, Ga.., D ecembel' 12, 18(}4. 

While tbe army remaills in its present positioll ull regular foragillg 
parties from either corps will be permitted to forage IIpon both banks of 
tht> Savannah HiveI' anlI upon the islands in the .river. All gnards 
will respect. the passes of any corps or division commall,Icr for t.his 
])lII'pOSO. 

By cOlllmu,nd of :Maj. nCII. H. 'V. Slocum: 
If. C. RODGEHS, 

Ass'i.stant Adjltt(L1~t- General. 

HEADQUA.RTER.S FOUR1'EENTII .L:\..RMY CORPS, 
Blj'Ol'e Savanna,h, Gc(.., Deecm7)el' 12, 1Rfj·1. 

Lieut.. Col. n. C. ]{ODGERS, 
()hie/ of Staif, Left lV'il/g, Army of Georgia: 

COLONEL: A number of different foraging parties ~ellt from this 
command to·day report. to me that they had nttclI1ptpII to cross to tlw 
island in Uw Savannah ]~,iv '1' opposite this poillt (the ollly region 
accessible where it is po~siblc to obtaill forag-e), and nllllnite 'in saying 
t hat they were prevented from cl'Ossing' uy guards frmu the Twentieth 
Corps. Guards a.lso fi'om the same eomma.nd were fonlld posted upon 
all the rice fodder upon this bank of the rivCI', of whieh I a.m informed 
there is a. vcry large quantity. The animal s of my command are entirely 
out offood1 and tIlc men SOOIl will be if this state of' things continues. 
I would respectflllly suggest. tha1; the major-genoml commanding will 
ta.ke such measures as will allow my men to forage ill the region men
tiolled, a.nd that they be permitted to procllre a. purtion of the rice 
fodder upon this side of t.he river. 1 desire to send out parties in the 
morning 

Very respectfully, yom obedient servant, &c., 
JEF. C. DAVIS, 

B,-evet Major.General, Commanding. 

http:eomma.nd
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l-IEAJ)<.,!lTAR1']~RS LEF'l' \VJNG, ARl\-lY OF GEORGIA, 
December j 2, 18M-.1O p. m. 

Maj. Gen. J. C. DAVIS, 
Comrnalld'illIJ Fuurteenth Corps: 

The followi.ng' <lispatch* hUl'jnst been received from General Sherman, 
nnd the major· general cOllllllandiug del'ires you to (::LITj' out the instruc· 
tions so far as they relate to your portiou of tIle liue. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. U. ]WDGlmS, 

A ss'ist(l1/ t A <lj1(.tant. GeneraL 

Tl'eek:l!! ([ree/ire Jo/'ce ""po'!'t of Fourieenth Al'my COI'PS fol' Jl{Olllht'!I, lJeenlllicl' 12, 

1864. 

HendqIl3I'teI'S. Jnrautl'~·. Artillery. Total. 

Commallcl. I 
 E 
,i, i ~ t' ri:o 
~ r ~ .-- t: ~ ] ~ ~ '5 8 ~t ~ ~ 

---------l ~ [ ~ i ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~" ~ -5 
~:;:;;:;~~;;;=. '; ' l"1f ,: ~ : : j ,: ~~~: :; ; ~~~: ';::.:::.'::.:~ ~I- :i~; ' l. ; :::~ 

SCcoud13rig-nclo ..... H .jU 40 no 1,4-68 1,;'}08 ... • . _._ , . . . . (j(j 1,488 l .r);>-t _. _+ ._ . 
Thit'tl Rrigndo..... . 7 7;) 82 ·1:; 9:!2 :)()7 ... . . ....... 52 U97 I , O~9 ... ... . . 
Ilattcl'Y C, 1st IHi· 

lIoi.... .. .......... ... .. .... . .... .. .................. 5 11 8 12:1 5 118 12:] 80 4 


'fotalJo' irsf Di\,i.· 1- 1- - . '- I- -- J- -I- - - I- I'-
jon .............. i 27 20:1 2:)017:1 3, 797 3.!)70 5 118 .IZI ,205 -1.118 4,323 80 4 


G:' - --- - -1-------Secon.1 Ui\,i.ion ....... .. J5 ~-9 1 ~1~~' '' ' I~~(151-,1 il-~
-- 76 --1 ~~ 

l"il'stlll'igade ...... . ! 7 71 711 85 1.9.J7 l , 0:l2 ... . ... ... .. 1 9~ 2, 01~ 2,llo j. ...... . 

Sccon<lllrigadc... .. 8 30 :18 78 1,488 1,5(;6 ... . ........1 86 1. 51 8 1,604 .. .... .. 


1. Ui17~~~[~~~rt~~·iii;. · 1 7 !) 16 78 1.603 1,681 ....1.. ..1.... 1( ~5 l ,ti I2 I.. .. ·· .. 

1


uoi . .. ...... . .... ...... . .... . ..... . . .. . .. ........ . ... 1 II :J IH I 11:1 i 114 100 4

1
 ,- -- ------ - ---j-:-----:--

Tot,a! SCCOlltl Di · , I : I I 

vls ion ........... :17 186 22:1 2-11 r.,0:18 5,2m 1 ID ~,279 :', :1:17 5, nw 100 4 


Third Division ....... .. ]0 76 1==s6 . .. . ...... . . ... .. ... ......r 10 76 8t; ...... .. 

y'il'st Brigade .... ... 10 77 87 7!) 1. 749 1.828 .... .... ,.... 9 I. Sl6 I. !1l5 

SeoolHlllrigadc.... . ,j :H :18 87 1, 615 I. 702 .......... ill 1,649 1,740 

~\hird Brigade ... ... 7 <1~ :) 1 62 1,27:"1 1, 3iJ7 09 I, :Jl!) 1. :U~8 

5th Wisconsin Bat· .... .. ..I.. .. 


tcry .... .......... .. .. .. .. .. :1 133 !36 1:13 136 7;; 4 


T7~~I.'r.I~~1:~ ~~~~~.. 31 :-:- 262 1228 14,639 4, 86~~ :'1 1133 \~202 5, 00:)- 5,265-1 75 4 


19th Iudiana BaW.ry ... :.:..:.:..:.:..:..:..:.:j.:..:..::..:..: :.:..:.:. .:..:.:.:..::.:.:..:.:..:..:...iE 1 22 1-..:.1~ 122 ~_4 

Gralld totnl ....... il2O 1,386 1,5U6 1642[1:1,474 14.110 12 1483 /4% 1774 115,34:1 I IJ. 117 134f> 16 


.JEF, C, DAVIS, 
B)'C1'Ct Jll{ajor. General, Commanding, 

HEAJ)QlJAR'l'm~,S Fo TR'l'EENTH AltMY CORPS, 
B efr!1'G 8a:l,a.nnah, (}a.., December 12, .18(i1. 

Brig, Gell, A, BAIRD, 
C01/L11/.and·in!l '1'/i-inZ Division., F01(,l'teenth Army CO'I']Js: 

The gen eral cOillllmndillg the eorp:,; directs that you move the ' two 
remailling brigades of yonI' divisioll toward this poiut at an early hour 

* See S11crmn,u to SIOCIllU, 4,80 p. m., 1). 694. 
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to .morrow morning', pUl'i<uillg t.he. route tak n by the w:1gon tr:1ins, :1l1d 
reporting yoar arrival .when t.he head. of yoII I' colull~n has ~'eached. tho 
crossing of tlI(.~ Georgli1 Ceutral l{,allroad, wlien further mstructlOlHl 
will be given yon. 

r have the honor to be, gelleral, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

A. C. l\lcCLURG, 
Lieutena.nt- Colonel (/}1I1 Chief of Sta:ff. 

HEADQUARTERS LEF'l' VVINfl., A RiI[Y OF GEORGIA, 
December 1:2, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. S. VVILLIAMR, 
(J01nmanrling Twentieth C()'/']J,~: 

The ma,joI'-general commandiug desires you to have the steamer 
llesolute (captured this mornillg) tUl'lled over to Captain 'Vhittelseyat 
OI1(:e, and the eommissary store: 011 board of ller turned over to Colonel 
Balloch, chief commissary of subsistence. , 

Very re~pectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. C. RODGERS, 

Assistnnt A djutant- General. 

HEADQUAR'['ERS TWENTIETH CORPS, 
Fh'e jlIUe,~ from S((,'va.ntwh, Oa., DeccmbC1' 12, 1864. 

Capt. H. 1\'1. 'VHIT'J'ELSEY, 
Aet-ing Oh-ief (11Ut1'tcI'1rIastcr: 

CAPTAIN: Geueral.Jackson has beell directed to detail fifteen engi
]leers and mechanics to rcpair the steamer Resolutc. 'l'hey wiII report 
to you to-morrow mOrIling. 

Very respectfully, yom obedient servant, 
HOB'l'. P. DECHERT, 

Captain an(Z Ad-iliff Jlssistant Adjutr.tnt-Geneml. 

HnQRS. SECOND BRIG., FIRST DIV. , 20TH ARMY CORPS, 
Decmnbet' 12,1861. 

H eut. Col. H. 'V. P];am.INS, _ 
Assistant Al~j-utant-Genm'((l, 1'wentieth Army CM'PS: 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL: In compliance with orders from headquar
ters First Division, I detailed last evening aile regiment (Third "Vis
cousin Volunteers) t{) proceed across the river upon the island for 
duty. I ordered my acting commissary of subsistence to a.ccompany 
the regiment and to take possession of whatever supplies he might find 
for tIle nse of the brigade. He found upon the boat captured this p. 
m. a slllall quantity of flour, &c., which he took posse:-;sion _of. Colonel 
ITawle,Y, commanding Third \Yi~eollsill Volullteers, was ordered by 
Genera] Williams to turn over the stores to the corps cODlmissary. 
would respectfully request that tllese stores be is:-;ued to Illy brigade. 

I 	am, colonel, very respectfully, your obed.ieut S(~rvallt, 
Eo A. GARMAN, 

Colonel, C0111111(tnd-ing Brigade. 

I 
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[First inclorsemellt.j 

HDQRS. FIRST DIVISION, TWENTIETH AItMY CORPS, 
J)ecembm' 12, 1864. 

Hespectfully f()rw;Lr<led a.pproved, as there is neit,her flour nor hard 
bread in this brigade. 

N. J. JACKSON, 
Brigadier. General, Commanding. 

[Secolld indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS TWENTIETH CORPS, 
Pi'l'e llfi,le.s JtOm Sa,vamwh, Gn., D ecember 13, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 
Instructions have been given to the chief eommissary of the corps 

as to the disposition of the stores. 
By command of Brig. Gen. A. S. Williams: 

HOBT. P. DECHERT, 
Capta,in anel Acting Assistant AtF'ut(tnt· General. 

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
l\iILI'l'ARY DIVISION OF THE l\lISISISSIPPI, 

JlfcAllister's Phmtation, ])ecmnber .12, 1864. 
Major·General SHRRl\UN: 

GENERAL: Your dispatch· has just been received. I met the enemy's 
picket near the railroad, and chased Major Anderson, the commanding 
officer at Fort McAllister, back to his tort. From one of hi~ escort 
captured, I leaI'll that the fOl't is garrisoned by five companies, two of 
artillerya,lId three militia; in all, about 200 men none of whom, how· 
ever, have ever bcen under fire. There is a deep broad ditch to cross 
on entering the fOl't, and considerable opposition, no doubt, will be met 
with. There is a low swamp about one mile this side the tort; a bat· 
tery of four guns covers the road leading tl1rough this swamp; by forc· 
ing this battery to retire, a cbarging pa.rty could follow it directly into 
the fort, and the affair would be over. I did 1I0t intend, general, to 
attempt the capture of the tort by a sndden das h, but I intended to 
deliberately storm the works. I have old iufantry regiments, armed 
with Spencer rifles, who conld work their way up to within easy rallge 
and force every man to keep his head beneath the para,pet, aHd, finally, 
force my way into the tort-of course, I intended to maneuver my 
troops as infantry. I will march in the morning to accomplish the 
objects set forth in your commnnication. I cannot understand why 
OUI' gun·boats do not move up, a,nd make us aware of their presence by 
throwing a few shells into Fort McAllister. ~y headquarters are to· 
night four miles from the fort; my advance is within one mile and a 
half. A few hundred mounted men, under Colonel Ross, are guarding 
the country on this side the river; his is the only force I can hear of. 
I find over here many rich plantations, and can subsist my command 
for a montll. 

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant, 
J. KILPATRICK, 

B1"'ig(ul-ier. Genera 1, Comm((.1/.{ling CaVa,l1"Y. 

• Not fOl1l1d. 
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ford in the morning. If your anli1able force be not sufficient for that 
purpose, you will make nse of all the civiiiulls at t.his post, whether in 
the serviee of the GoverlllIlent or ot.llCl'wise. 

I have the honor t{) be, coloncl, very respectfully, yonr obedicnt 
servant, 

J. 'V. DICKINSON, 
Oapt.,21st ll. S. Oolol'ell Troops, (t11il Acty. .il8.~t. A.rUt. Gen., 

N01·thern DilJtrict, Department of the South. 

HEADQUAln'ERS DEPART1\fENT OF TIlE SOU1'H, 
Hilton Head, S. 0., Decembcr 12, 1804. 

Col. P. r. BROWN, Jr., 
Oommwnd'ing 1!37th NeU' York Volunteers, i/ort P11Zaski, Ga..: 

COLONEL; The attention of the major-geneml commanding has been 
called to tlJe publicatioll in thc Cha.rlcston Conder of a complimentary 
lettcr to yon, signed by a,' lIlllllber of excllanged rcbel prisollers of war 
that had heen eonfined in Fort Pulaski under your charge. Praise 
from the enemy is thc last thing that au otficer should seek, or permit 
to be bestowed UpOIl him. These ofilcers were scnt to this depa,rtment 
fi)!' the plUpose of rctaliatioll, and your instl'lwtions were to treat them 
ill }Jl'ccisely the sallie manlier that our prisoners of wa.r in the ha.nels of 
the ellemy are treated. If these instmetiolls had been fa.ithfully car
ried out on your part, as they should have been, very few compliments 
would have been extended to yon by the prisoner's. The major-general 
commanding rcgrets exceedingly to bc obliged to censure all officer for 
such conduct. 

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 
W. Ij. M:. BURGER, 

A.sS'istrwt A.ddut(t1lt- Genera.?. 

HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 
Fort Pil.lask'i, Ga., Decem.ber 12, 1804. 

Capt. 'V. h ~I. BUR.GER, Assistant Adju.ta.nt-GcnBml: 
UAP1'AIN; 1 have the honor to aekllowledge the receipt of your com

mUllicatiol1 of to· clay censuring me fOI' fa.iling to carry out the im;truc
tiOll givell me with reference to the treat.ment of' tlJC l)l'isoners of war 
placed llnder my charge. 'l'lte instructions mentioned in yonI' comrnu
nica.tion have fa.iled to reach me, all<l until the censure reached 1l1(~ to
day I was ]IOt aware of their existence. rwonlcl therefore respect.fully 
request that another copy be serlt me, that I may know in what par
ticulars I have erred, and be able to make the neeessary challges. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

P. P. m~ows, JR, 
Colonel, C01nlllandi'//[I Post. 

ON BOARD DANDELION, 
Os.muaw R01I.nd, ])ccemoer13, 18(;4-11.50 p. m. 

(Rcceive<115th.) 
HOIl. E. M:. STANTON, 

Secretary of lYm', Washin[Jtoll, D. C.: 
To·day, at 5 p. m., Gelleral Hazell's diviHion of' thc Fifteenth Corps 

carried Fort McAllistel' hy assault, Cal)tul'ing its entire garrison and 
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stores. 'filii"> opened to ns Ossabaw Sound, and I pnshed down to this 
~'un-boat to communicate with t,he fleet. Before openillg" cOllllllunica
tioll we had cOJ1lplet.eJy (lestroyed aU the railroads lead ing i nt{) Sava.n
lIah and iuvested the city. '1.'110 left of the arlllY is on the Savaunah 
Hiver three miles above the city. amI the right 011 the Ogeeehee, at 
]<iuo"~ Bridge. 'rhe [mllY is in splelldid order, and oqual t{) anythillg'. 
'I.'bebwcatber has ucell line, a.mI supplies were abundant. Olil' mareh 
was most (lgreeable. alld we were not at allllloiested by guerrillas. \Ve 
reached Savauu:",lt three days ago, bu L ()wi IIg to Fort .i\'leAllister could 
not cOlIlmullicate; but now that wo lla.vo n'I cAllister we call go ahead. 
,"Ve l1ave already captmed two boats 011 tbe Sava.nnalr R.iveI'. and pre
veut.ed thcir g"tLU,boats from cOllling down. 1 estimate the population 
of SaV\lllllah at 2iJ,000 and the garrisoll at 15,000; (leneral Hardee 
cOlllnHllllis. \Ve have not lost a wagoll on tbe trip, but have gathel'ed 
a. large supply of negroes, mules, horses, &c., ~Ln<l 0111' teams are ill far 
better cOlllli tiou than when we started. My first flllt,y will be to clear tbe 
army of surplns negroes, mules, and horses. We lWTe utt.erly de
stro~re(l over ~OO lniles of rails, aud consumed stores alld pl'Ovisions that 
wore essclltial to Lee's and Hood's armies. Tile qnick work made with 
IVlcAlIistel', the opening of communication with 0111' Heet, aud 0111' eon
sequellt indepelldeuc:e as to supplies, dissipate all their boasted threats 
to h('a.d ns off and stal've the army. I regard Sav<tIllta-h as alI'eady 
gaillt'tl.

Your::;, tmly, 
W. '1'. SHEHlVlAN, 

JJ1.ajul'- GCllcra l. 
J 

ON BOARD DAND.ELlON, 
(h~abaw Sounil, TJeccmbcl' 13, 1864-11.DO 11. 'III. 

(Received 15th) 
General H. \\T. HALLECK, 1V(/.~hin!lton: 

To-day, at. :; T). 111., Goneral llazclI's division of the Fifteenth Corps 
carried Fort NlcAUister by assail It, capturing' its clILil'e ganison and 
stol'es. This opeued to Hi"> the Ossabaw Sound, alld I pnlled dowu to 
this gUll, boat to connul.llIicate wit.it the tlect. Before openiug' eOlllll1ulli
cation we bad completely destroyed all the l'<lilroads leadiug' into 
Savanna.J! and invested tlJO city. ' The left is 011 the Savanllah HiveI', 
three miles above the city~ and l'ightol1 tlre Ogel'chee, atKing's Bridge. 
Were it not for the swamps we conlLlmitrcli illto the city, but as it is 
I wOlIl(1 ]H\,ve to assault at 0110 or two places over narrow cam; \rays, 
leadillg- to mucu loss; whel'eas in a. day 01' two, 'with lily eOlllllluuica
tiom; restored aud t.he hattel'ie.' in positioll within short rallge of the 
eity, J will deluaud its SlllTOllder. 'rlte army is in splendid order, aud 
e(ll1al to Hnytllillg. Wea.ther has been fille, and slIpplies abnlldant. 
0111' mal'cll was most agreeable, and we were lIOt at n11 molested by 
gnerrillas. We reached Savannah tbree days ago, but owing to Fort 
l\IeAlIister we could not communicate; but now we have McAllister 
we ean go ahead. "Ve have already captured two boats ill tlte Savan
na,h Hiver, n,lI(l prevented tlteir gllu-boats from coming down, and, if 
Gelleral Foster will prevelit the escape of' the garrison of' Savallna.h 
alld its people by land across SOlltlJ Ca.rolina, we will capture all. 
estima.te the pop ilIa tiou at 25,000 a.nd the galTison at 15,000; General 
Hardee commands. ,"Ve have 011 hand plellty of meat, salt, a.nd pota
toes; all we need is bread, a.llel I have sellt to Port Royal for that. 
We have not lost a wagon on the trip, but have gathered in 11 large 
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supply of negroes, mules, horses, &e., amI our teams are in far better 
condition than whell we started. l\fv fir~t duty will be to clear the 
army of sUl'plus negl'oes, mules, alld horses, and 'suppose General Sax
ton can relieve me of these. 

I am writing 011 board a dislmtch-lJoat, dowll Os:-<abaw, at midnight, 
and have to go back t.o where 1 left my !IoniC, eight miles up, in a row
boat, and thence fifteen mile:-< ov(,r to OUl' lilles by dayligllt, So that I 
hope this will be accepted as an eXCllSe 101' this informal letter; but. I 
know you a.re anxious to heur of om safet,y and good condition. Full 
aud detailed reports of the events of the past. month will be prepared 
at a more leisure moment, awl in the tnealltime J can only say that I 
hope lJy Christtnas to be in possest:iion of Savannah, and by the new 
year to be ready to I'esllrue onr jOlll'lley t.o H.a,]eigh. 'fhe whole army is 
era,zy to be tUl'1Jed loose ill Carolina; andwit-h the experience of the 
past thirty days Ljndge that a month's sojOUI'll in South Carolina would 
make her less bellicose. 

The editors in Geol'gia profess to he indigllant at the horrible bar
ba.rities of Sherman's army, but I know tlle people don't want our visit 
repeated. We have ntterly de:;;troyed over 200 miles of railroad, aud 
cOllsumed stores anu provisions that were essential to Lee's and Hood's 
armies, A similar (lestruct,iOIl of roads and resources hence to Ualeigh 
would compel Genera.l Lee to come out of Ilis intrenched camp. I hope 
General TholllHS has held Hood. My last accounts are of the fight at 
Fntnklin, but rebel vapers t:itate tllat Decatur, Ala.., Ilas been evacu
ated. This I regret, tllOug'h it is Hot essential to the future. If Hood 
is making a.ny real progress I would not hesitate to marcb hence, after 
taking Savamtah, for Montgomery, which would bri.ng him ant of 'fen
lIesseej bllt. it seems to me that winter is a bad time for him. I will 
try and see Admiral Dahlgren and General Foster before demanding 
the surrender of SavaIUla,l\, whieb 1 do 1I0t propose to ma.ke till my 
batteries are aule to open. 'rhe quick work made with l\lcAliister, and 
the opening cOlllHlUni('ation with (:mr fleet, and cousequent independence 
for snpplies, dissipated all their boasted threats to head me oft· and 
starve tbe army. TIle efforts thus far have been puerile, and I regard 
Savannah as already gained. 

Yours, truly, 
"v. T. SHERlV[AN, 

11fajo'f- Genera.l. 

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. FIF'l'EENTH ARMY GORPS, 
No. 198. AndC1'l!on',y Plant((.i'iu11, (J1I., December 18, 1864. 

1. 'Brigadier-General Womh" cOIllIII<llllling First Division, will cau::;e 
a. ritle-pit tu be throwII up a.long the ridge in the open tield 011 the right 
and left of the Cemetery bat.tery for at least thl'ee regiments of ini'ctn
tl·Y. , Brigadier-General Corse, (~omnmnding Fourth l>ivision, will eOll
tinue this line of works to the right fol' a similal' lInmbel' of troops, 
selecting for a positioll the edge of the belt of timber on the right of' 
the buildillgs in front of his left wiug. III ca,se of an attack these 
worl;:s will_be occupied at once by the troops of the above-mentioned 
divisions, the commanden, of whieh will keep the troops uccessu,ry for 
this purpose under daily orders. 

By order of Maj. Gen. P. Joseph Osterhaus: 

- F. F. WHl'fTIREAD, 


ilSI!'i8tant .11t7ju.tant-General. 
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HEADQl ART]~ItS FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
.knderson:s Planta,tion, Ga., December 13, 1864. 

BriO'. Gen. C. R 'YOODS, 
~ Commandinfj p.; I"si Division: 

GENERAL: In order to employ the enelllY's attclltion in our front, 
alld at. the same time draw it. from Fort .McAliister~ which Brigadier
Gencra,1 Hazen is about attaekiug, you will push yonI' skirmishers, SllP
ported by some regimcnts, t<)\val:d the ~llem.Y's line y'::; S~OIl as the tide 
eOHlluences to rUIl out. Tbc a.rtillcry wIll open a bnsk bre at the sallie 
time. The demonstration will assume ~1 menacing attitude during the 
day by brisk 1iTing, &0. 

Byol'dcr of' lVlaj. Gen. P. ,Joseph Osterhaus: 
F. F. WHITEHEAD, 

Assista,nt Adjutnnt- Geneml. 

(Same to Geueral Corse, commanding Fourth Division.) 

HDQRS. DEPARTl\1ENT AI'; , ARl"IY OI<' 'I'HE TENNESSEE, 
.l~ittle Ogeeehee, ne " SU'vannnh, Ga., December 13, 186'4. 

Ma.j. Gell. F. P. BLAIR, 
Commanding Se'lIenteerl,j~ Army C01])8: 

'rhe major-general eommandiug directs me to say that, at General 
Shermau's request, he hn~ gOllc with him to-day dowlI to Cheves' Mill, 
to witlless the attack of Gelleral Hazen's divisioll on Fort McAllister. 
I Le desires you to occupy the <1ttention of the encmy as mucb as possi
ble llmiug the day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient scrvant, 
SA:\TL. L. TAGGART, 

Assistant Adjuta.nt- General. 

(Same to lVIajor-General Osterhaus.) 

HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH ARl\fY CORPS, 
Before Savannah, Ga., December 13, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. BAIRD, 
C01nllwnd-ing .Third D'iv'ision, Fonrteenth Army Corps: 

The general cOlJ1Ulauding- direets that you detail it brigade as guard 
allli es(!ort to a foraging traiu, which is ordered to start at 7 <1. Ill. to
lI\orrow, from a point on the Milledgeville road near your headquarters, 
for the purpose of procllring snbsistcllce for the animals of the corps. 
Tlt > traiu will go out about eight miles, bat, it will not be necessary tor 
the whole brigade to march more than four miles, a, smaller guard being 
dispatched to guard the trains the whole distance, the remainder being 
held a.s a support. 

1 have the lionor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

A. C. lVIcCLURG, 
Assistant Adjutant- Gene/'al a.ud Chief of Stnff. 
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KING S BRIDGE, Ve(J(;mber iJ, 1 64-8 a. 'lit. 

Genel'ul SL< OLll!: 
I have your report., or llote, of last night 8 p. m., amI til ill k you can 

lIIake good Ifse of that boat. DOll't attelllpt too lllllCh, for <t, failure of 
allY kiiHl w.ill leau to n. l'enetioll; but if tIle people of' SaVHlllla1i di~
cover liS gainillg little by littll\, but ~nrely, it will have a ~trong' ettect. 
The bridge here j::; 1I0W done [[,1)(1 i:-; tL ';ollsiclerablc affair, nllel Hazen is 
passing over. I t,hiuk Fort MeAlli~ter, too, will be found a :,;trollg work, 
and, therefore, I depend 011 f1l1othel' poillt wllieh is beillg' examined. 
Forage, &c., is more plentiful over here, but still it i:; limited. I call1lot 
imagine what tho fleet is ahout.; they may be oil' 011 !';ome speeia.l 
erJ'alld, 01' may be expectiug liS elsewhere. r will go to a poiu t wliet-e 
I can see all the Ogeechee cOlllltry anu Ossabaw Souut!. I will be 
home to· night, or in the COUl't:\e of the nigh t. 

Yoms, t\'tlly, 
\V. T. SHERMA N, 

Major- General. 

llEADQUAR,1'ER,S l\[ILl'l'ARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the ,Piehl, December 13, 186'4. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. SLOm])r, 
CO'lltmanrring, (Ye.: 

DEAR, GENERL\.L: 'fake l\, good big drink, a. long breath, alld then 
yell like the devil. The tort was can'ied at 4.30 p. m., tlle as,'alllt last
ing but Jiftcell minutes. '1'he gelleml signaled from this side to the fleet 
and got all~wers, and vessels were seen coming lip the sonlld whell 
Colonel Bwing left. 

I ~1Ul, general, yours, &c., 
L. 1\1. HAYTON, 

.flide-de· Camp. 

BEADQU ARTlms 1'WENl'IETH CORI)S1 
New' S((,vannah, Ga., December 13, lSM. 

Col. 'WILLIAM BAWLEY, 
COIll1n((nll'ing Th'iril Wisconsin: 

COLONEL: The general comlll,Llllling the corps directs that you have 
all the boats ill yom charge, 01' in thnt of Colollcl Bloodgood, on this 
side of the river by 8 a, Ill. to-rnOlTow, alld ill ['catliness to cr-oss troops. 
The whole of Colonel Uarman1s brigade will Cl'O~s. '1'lle general will be 
there in person. 

Very respectfuHy, y01lI' obedient servallt, 
H. W, PERKINS, 

Lieutenant· Colonel (mil Assistant A>dj1ltant· Gencral. 

IIEADQUAR,TERS TWENTIETH CORPS, 
Near Savannlth, Ga.., December 13, 1861. 

Brig. Gen.•T. W. GEARY, 
Cmnm.a,niling Second D'iv'ision: 

GENERAL: '1'11e gOlleral cOllllualldiug directs tlHlt you seize all the 
boats in the rivor neal' your line, and 1I0t allow any persons to cross to 
the island except ulHlel' yOUI' direction. 

Very rCRllectfnlly, your obedient servant, 
IWBT. P. DECHERT, 

Oapt(tin ((,1~d Acting Assist(wt A(7j~~ta,nt-General. 
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CIRCUL. AR Omml1S, } lIl>QH,S. SECOND D1V., 20TH AI~}IY CORP;', 
SO. 141. In the lTielrl, Ua., D eeember l/J, 18(j4, 

lJlltil further oruers, HO partieR \\"-j]] he allowed to CrOtiR the riVe!' to 
the islaud, or to the other tihore, eX0ept with passes approved at divi
sion beadquarters, 01' by higher authority_ Colollel .JolleR, (~ommand
iug Second Br.iga~c, will (~e!a~l a g.uard, .Ilmler an officnr, to 00JIect all 
boats tiCOWti, &e., 111 the VIClJlIty 01 our hnes aIllI keep them COllRtantly 
IInder: guard, allowillg" 110 one to use them except properly antllOrized 
parties.

By command of Brig_ Gen. :John YV_ Gea,ry: 
• 	 \V_ '1'. FOl{BBS, 

Acting Assista.nt Jldjittant- Gencml_ 

HDC,lH,t;_ SECOND DIVISION, 'l'WENTill1' H ARiVI Y CORPS, 
In the Field, (la_, December 13, 1864. 

CoL L\RlO PA1WEE, Jr., 
Cmn?na,nding P 'int Rrigadc: 

OOLO?<EL: The g'C1kral cOlUmanding divisiou desires yon to organize 
for your briga.de a, company of sharpsllOoters, by selecting fronl your 
regimellts twenty-five or thirty marksmen, and pJa,cing them under 
command of one of your best skil'lnish officers. During- such opera
tiolls as the present tLis company will 1iOt be subjcct to other detail 
than fill' sharpshootillg". 

I am, colonel, very respeetfnlly, yonI' obedie1lt servaut, 
W. T. FOR.BES, 

Acting Assist(t1~t Adflltant-General_ 

HEADQUAR'l'EltS TWEN'l'IE1'H UORPS, 
.jVcar S{(.vmmaJI, Gn., lJeccmber 13, .1S(j4. 

Brig. Ueu, 'W. T. WARD, 
CmnmanClin[1 l'h:i1'l1 I>iv-igion: 

GENERAL: The general commanding the COI'])S dil'eets that you 
lletail from yoU!' eOllllllthUd hvo regiments of infautry, to aeeompuuy all 
expedition to-lllorrow illol'l1ing"_ They will report, to these headquar
ters at 8 a. Ill. to·morrow. They are to accompauy a wagon traill, alld 
will retm'lI to-ITIOLTOW lIight,_ . 

Very respeetfnlly, your obedient servaut, 

, - H. "V. PJ1}RKJN::3, 
1.Aenten((;nt- Colonel {/.1ul Ass'istant .fldj'uta.nt- Genc)'nl. 

lliA1JQl AHTRRS 'l'HIRTI J)TVISlON, CAVALRY COl{PS, 
~fILI'l'AnY ])rVISTON OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 

KUkenuy Blufl, Gn., ]}ccember 18, 1864.-1..'](} p_ 111. 

iVfajol'-GclIernl S.HER~IAN; 

GEN~m.AL: I am at KilkenllY_ 'fhe Oetorara, Qlle of 0111' guu-boats, 
is in sight. Captaill Estl's has gOlle out to l:Ol1l1nlluicatc wit.h her. I 
expect to see tIle oftieer at this place irH;ide of three hours. I have 
directed lily tl'OOP8 under Colonel Murray to encalllp to-night at Mid
wa.y, OIH\ l'cgimeut at Suubery. \Vith two regiments I have been 
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the people uf the COllfeder,ate State::;, <\.lid especiall,Y tho:,e or :::ioll.th 
Cal'olill:L, ever kll,own aud felt what the people ~)f lreorgHL know all(~ 
,; 'el IIOW no host,L1e shot wonld ever have stnwK t.he :-:acred wall::; of 
~ulllter, ' I am \I' i1lillo' HllIl l'p,ad~ uow, as ;L kllow Illy o.0ve,rulllcllt 
alwnyf\ bm; ~ceJ~, to en~er ~Lt once lIIto allY fau' exchange, ot pI'ISOn~rl:;, 
I will COllS1,ll,t wIth l\1H.J()r,~enera.1 ~lwl'nHLLl OIL tbc sU~Ject, ami glVC 
Ion llis dpCISlOl l at, the ea.rl~e:-:t pOf\sl~le 1ll0mcll,t. , . 

) 'L'h:l1lking yOIl, genel'al,lor your kllul attnlltlOll to OIW of Illy ofllcel':-:, 
aud 1'01' retlll'lling' to me a b410k bigh priz,B(I, 

I am, very rflspeetfully, your obedlCllt sen'allt" 
.1, KILl'"i'L'JWJ K, 

llr'i!JlUlier-Genc'l'nl, U. S. Army. 

HEA"J)(~UARTl,a:...; ()AVALILY UO:K[I[AND, 
Deemnber 13, .18b'd. 

l\fu:ior.General SHER~IAN: 
GEJ\"ERAL: Lient. B . H. Cbadwick, of the --, is with mo. lIc 

sH,Y:-: th,is is the best possi,ble point to~all~l Ollr ,stor'es. '\Ye 11;:w!1 1wrc 
at all tunes twelve feet of wa,t,er, [Jond mghLcell fect at mOt'lt POllltS. ITe 
will seud allY message t,o our fleet you may tlelSil'e. Our gUll'boats are 
all lip with }<'oster, I eall ilave a dispatch ~(mt to Admiral Dal1lgrcll 
by daylight to-Jllorrow morning. 

,}, KILPA'flUCK, 
BI'i!l(~clicr· GcnCl'a'/, Commanding Cavalry. 

l:lD(~B, :;. SECOl'O) BRIGADE, Tuum -'AVALI{ y DIVISION, 
Tn the Field, DI;ce'lllber 1.'1, 1, (j4 • 

•i SSI::iTANT 	AD,TU1'AN'l'.GENERAL, 14TH ARMY COltPS: 

By eomlll:lllll or Gencral Kilpa,trick my brigalle of cavalry will lUarch 
at U a. m. , to c['o::;s the Ogeecbee Rivet' at King's Bridge. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S.l\1J'l'H. D. ,ATKl~S, 

UoZoncl, Cummantiin!7 Brigade. 

.Ei:1<;ADQUAlt'l'ERS DEPAH,Tbl.EN'1' u1" 'l'IlE So ''I'll, 
::itell1ne)' Nellu~ha, SaiV(/,nna1~ River, Decem/IeI' 1:), 18U}. 

l\fnjol'·U ellcral SHERlVIAN: .. 

UEi'il-:UAL: I am rejoiced to hear fl'om CaphLiu Duncau of your sue· 
ees::;fllllllarelJ. J hope you will wipeout Savallnah, whieh, I thillk, you 
call r eadily do. 'l'lJe enemy's foree is a.bout Vi,OOO, 'abont one,third 
vd craIlS. Oldy a few scattering regiments have come from Virgillia; 
llOIl O, J lJelicve, ii'om Lee's army. It has been gathered frOIll vVilmiug
ton, Charleston, and A.ugusta. Tile enemy's forts ou this coast arc 
Fort .Taeksoll, Batteries Lee, Savannah, Lama.r, a,nd Maille, gnanling 
the Sf.,vallnah H.iver in the "icillity or l<'ort Jackson. 'rhe bntteries are 
helieve(l to be open at tbe gorge, with the exeeption uf Fort ,Jaekson. 
Fort Bart-o,\', thirty gUllS, ilH~losed, is three miles ealSt of :::ia.Vrtllll;l,h, 
guarding: both Sa.iut A.ugnstine Creek awl Savannah Hivcr. '1'lullltlel" 
lJolt Battery, strollg, lIine gnlls, is situatod Ileal' "Vassaw, guardillg Ute 
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Wilmingtou River. Tllrner's Rocks Battery il:> on the same river, oppo
site side, :wd two miles farther Ilown. Some light batteries are at Isle 
of Hopc. Beaulieu Battery, nine gIlUS, opeu gorge, guardR the Vernon 
Hiver; shell 1'01\.11 from it to Savanna.h. Rosedcw Battery guards the 
TJittlo Ogeechcc H.iver, open gorge, two guus; gooll roat! to Savalllla.h. 
All these ronds arc well fUl'I1ishcII with ba.tteries at favorable poiuts. 
Fort l\fcAllistl'r gllarrls the Great Ogeeehee niver, fonrteen gilliS, f;trong, 
inclosell. Cornlilullicn.tion with the fleet lllfly ue opened uy takillg 
Fort ':\Ic.AIlistel'. 1)1' Batteries RORctlew or BelwJiell. 1 think the two 
latter arc preferable, and easier taken, My own foree if; strongly 
posted uetweell tllO Coosawha.tehie ;uIII TullifinllY Rivers, allll eOll1ll1allds 
with its batteries the railroad, which is within 1,200 yards. 

Aruplc supplies arc here awaitillg' youI' orllers. COlIll[lunieations way 
be scnt to any river sound ill this vieillity, amI filld a vessel of the tleet 
ready to receive them. 1 bolll Boyd's Neck Oil the soutli side of Broad 
Hiver, where cOllriers in that direetion may come in better than at 
Coosawhatchie, where we are confrollted by 5,000 mCIl, veteralls a,ud 
militia. 1 inclose a traced Illap of this immediate coast. 

Hespectfully, yours, 
tT. G. FOSTEn., 

jj{ajor-Gene1"a,l, Oommlrndilig. 

1'. S.-An officer of Heneral Grant's stall' has ltl'l'ived with dispatches 
for yon; also a mail it)!' your army of llearly twenty t,ons wcig·ht . 

•T. <t. F. 

SAVANNMl R[VER. DCGGUI,ber 13 ,181i4. 
[Gellcml StmHiUAN:j 

GENERAL: Captaill Dlllwall I'ClwlIed mil Oil the Ulol'Jlillg of t,he l~tb 
at 8 a. Ill. 1 ha.ve two iron-clads at \Vassel\\, allli fI, force of gllll-uoats , .at Ossalmw alHI SaYanIl.ah Hive!'; will await y01l1' movements to cstab
lish a C:Ollullullication; the best may be hy tlle Ogeechee; t.bis is 
guarded by Fort McAlIist!,I', which has always resisted attack by water, 
but w01lld be easily redllced fl'om the rear. 'I'll\) rebels have 110 force 
of cOllsequeuce south of j\rcAllistl~r. The Vernon is guarded by Bat.
tery Bea.nlieu, the ]~ittlc OgeeclJee by Hosedew, both able to keep 
vessels from passingt.he Ilarrow charlllcls, hnt, ofllo forcr, laud wa,rd. The 
island formed uythe Coosawlwtchie :11111 TumBnll,)' (head of Broad 
River) is nosset! by the railroad, and is now occlIpiell uy Gelleml :Fos
tel' south of the railroad, whose batteries will reach it. [think you will 
timl the rivers goillg" into Ossabaw cOllvenient for 1~()lIll1lllnication. 

V cry respectfully, 
.J. A. DAHLCiH.EN, 

Rear-Adm:irnl, Oomilg. South Atlantic BlockarUng Squa.d1"on. 

U. S. STE.,Dnm FLAG. 
Osxabaw Sownrl, IJeeC1nbm' 13, 1864-7 'p. 'ilL 

l\fa:j. Gen.•T. G. FOSl'RR, 
OommanrZin!l Dept( I'I'IIII"II-t 11/ the South: 

GRNEJ~AL: I have sueeeeded ill (:omTlIllllicatillg" by signals to the 
sigllnl officer of General Sberman's army, I';tationecl on lL fort about 
thrce miles north.west of Fort McAllister, on t.he uorth side of the 
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OgeecheeHiver. I was unable to open full (:ollllllllnieati.on byfiags.w,ith 
them as it was most dark, but cOI~ld seu large llumbers of troops arrlvll1g 
at th~l,t point. I shall retnrn immediately to open communication by 
torch and rocket!'. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. A. FISHEH, 

Pin;/ Limltcnauf, 8irJ'lw.l CO'11)S, U. S. Army. 

U. S. :BARK PEl~NANDINA, 
Sa·int G(/,tlll~l'inc's, Ga.., Dece'mber 13, 1861. 

[General JOHN G. FOSTER:], 
Sm: I have just commnnicated with our army at Kilkenny. Gen

eml Kilpatrick and his sta.ff· lLrc there. His forccs hold the coast 
bl'twecn here and Sapello. IIe wishes to make this plaee a base for 
t'upplies. One of my oftieers is now at Kilkenny waiting ti)r dispatches 
from General Sher.-ma.n, whicll T will torward as soon as received. I 
llave only this moment received the above intelligence by oue of my 
scouts. 

VerJ, respectfully, 
LEvVIS WESS. 

General ShernHm's headquarters are at Henry Munger's plautation, 
on the right IHLud of the Ogeechee, going up about northwest from 
Fort :McAIlister, distance three miles. 

H..I!:ADQUARTERS DBPAR'l'~IEN'f OF TIm SOU'fH, 
Hilton iTc(ul, S. C., December 13, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. JOHN P. HATCH, 
Comma.nding CO(lst. Di·/) ·ision, .Tltll~finny PO'int: 

GBNERA.L: 1 alii instructed by tlJe major-g-elleml cOlllll.1anding to 
sta.te that Aumiral D~LhJgI'ell intellds making a demonstra.tion some
where in the vieinity of Sava.nnah, nlld will probably have to call IIpOIl 
yon for the Naval Brigade. You are therefore direet.cd, ill case these 
lJIell a.re !'ellt f()l' by the admil'al~ to send all execpting a suUicient. 
1I11111hm- to lJIall the na.vy gnm.;. Notlling- from BllerllJa.n sillce his scouts 
arrived yesterday IIIoming. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servaut, 
W. 	T.J. 1"1. H ~RGER, 

A ss·istant A<Uutant- General. 

HDQRS. N OR1'HERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF TIm SOU1'H, 
Jlior'l'i8 I.~land, A'f. C. , December 1.'1, 1864. 

Lieut. W. B. DEAN, 
Acting A.~.~ist((.ni, Adjutant-(}c1w'/·(f.l, Dept. oj the S01lth: 

LmuTENANT: I IJaye the hOllor to report most respectfully that 
nothing of ilOpOI-tauee has occlIl'l'ed since I a!'slltlled eommalJ(I. No 
deserters 01' refngees lmyc cllterell 0111' lilies. 'fhc eumps aud Ollt.posts 
of t·he enemy are the salllc as they have been for several llIonU.\s hacle 
'fhe only inforlllation which 1 have received with regard to the cnerllY's 
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strengtll haR beell series of illtel'eeptcd dispatches of which I have 
the 1101101' to n,Ullex copies."" n gives the stl'eugth of the enemy in 
Olmrleston and to the northern part of the harbor. I am not of opinion 
tllat these dispatches were inteudell a.s a ruse to mislead us. The only 
method by which I can ascertain with any degr'ee of certainty the 
st.rengtll of the enemy ,yill be hy attacking his ontposts, whieh I con
sider myself snflieielltly strollg to do. Troops left Charleston yeRtel'
day, olle ligbt battery fl'OlfI JVlollnt Pleasallt, and 3 ofllcers and 100 men 
fl'om Bullivall's I:-;Ia.lIll; fnrther is not kllowll. The Hag of trtH:e is :-;till 
in operation. 

I have the .honor to he, lientenmlt, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

A. SCIIIMl\fBLFENNIG, 
Bl'ig(uUcr- (icnc'I'{tl, C01nmanding IJi.~t1·ict. 

P. S.-At this moment the Hancox haR Hnived brillgillg dead bodies 
from the fla.g-of-truee boat. TIel' capbLin reports that prisoners 
exehallged to-da.y have infhl'llled him that it was reported in Obarles
ton that Savallliah surrendered to-day with 10,000 prisoners after a, 
fight of eight hours. Notlung ofllcia.l ±i'om Colonel Multord. 

Hespectfully, 
A. SC.B.IMMEI,PENNIG. 

Br-igadic1'-Geneml, Com1Iw,j/'ding. 

GENERAL ) llEADQUARTERS DEP.A.RT)IENT AND 

FIELD ORDERS, ( ARMY OF TlIE 'l.'ENNESSEE, 


No.33.) },Tut,?· Sara:nnah, (JCt., DecembC1' 14,1864. 

The major-general commanding the Army of tIle Tennessee pub· 

lishes the iilliowing order of the geneml-in-cllief with gl'eat satisfac
tion. The t.hanks of the army are due to Brigatlier-General Hazen 
and his eOllllllaL)(l for the distinguished sel'vice they have rendered. t 

By order of lVIaJ. Gen. O. O. Howard: 
SAl"IL. L. 'rAGGAHT, 
.1lssistant AIVutltnt- (J cUC1·al. 

SPECIAl.. ) HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT AND 
"'FIELD ORDERS, t ARi\'lY OF TIU; TENNESSEE, 

No. 194. ~ Little Ogeechee, ncm' Slt1mnllah, Ga.,1)ec. 14, 1864. 
First, corps eOll1ll1lLndel's will hold t.heir n'serYe troops, without 

:tI'tillm'Y, in readineRs to be moved aro~lUd to the right. by tl'~LlIsports. 
Seco\ld, Major-General Ost.erhaus, COlTlllllLnding' :Fifteenth Army (;OI'P';, 
is c1l:"trgetl with the holding of Fort McAllister amI King's Bridge. 
~l'he attention of eorps commanders is ag'ain called to the llecessity of 
keeping the road to .Killg': Bridge in good hauling condition. 

By order of Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard: 
SAM!" L. 'r.AGG.L\.H,T, 
Assista,nt .i1lljuiant- Genc1'al. 

* Not fOlln']' t See Rpeeial [<'iel,l Orders, No. 131, p. 111. 
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H J)l!I{:-;. SECO)lD DrvrslO,\f. TW'ENTI ETf[ A H,I1IY CORPS, 
Neal' Sara}tuah, Ga., ])cecmul?J' 11, 18(U. 

Col. .JOHN FLYNN, D'ivi.~i/)n O.tficer I~/ the })O.l}: 

COLONEL: I am directed by the geneml eommall(ling division to 
say that there is some probability that the encmy will evacnate thcir 
po·sition. 'rhe geueral (lesires yon to direct the pieket-s to keep a spe
dni wateh tor a,llY lUovement of tIle kind by throwing forward ved ettes 
for dose observation, a nd if any such 1I10Vcment t.al,es place oef'npy 
their works at onee and send Ilotiee to these Jleadqnarters. 

1 am, colonel, very respectflllly, youI' obedieut serv:llIt, 
W. '1'. FO IUn~S, 

A I,ting Assistant AIYlItant- General. 

Hg~DQUARTEns DEl'AHT~mN'r OF THE SOUTH, 
HUton Hcad, 8. 0., Decemuer 14, 18(,4. 

Lieut. Gell. U. S. GI~ANT, CO?n clg. Armies 0/ the United States: 
GENERAL: 1 h ave the honor to infol'lJl you tlrat I b uve.inst retl1rIled 

from llI eeting Uelleral Sherman, whom J lUet at Fort l\f(~AlIister atday
light tlds morning. Fort :lUcAllister \yas taken by assault nt 4.30 last 
evening by Hazen'S (livi,,;ioll of t.he Fifteellt.h Corps. The garrison, 
numberiu g 2GO men, were all ruade prison ers, and the armamcnt of 21 
gUliS, with ,,;tores, ammunition, &c., fell into onr hand s. 'rhis impor
tant capture opens the Great Ogcechee HiveI' to snpplies of all kinds, 
whicll eau b e safely landed immediately in the real' of Genel'al Sher
man's arllly. 'rhis army now holds Savannah closely l)(~Riegec1, having' 
drin'n in the cnemy from all his ac1va.nce(l posit,ions until tho left wing 
rest,:; on the Savannah Hi veI' three miles and a ha.lf above tIle eity, 
and the right 011 the Ogeeehee HiveI'. General Slocum, on the left 
willg, bolds Argyle bland, alld has a capturecl steamer ill u sc ou the 
river at. tIlat point. A seeond ca.pture(l steamel' was Lnmed. The 
Cen tral railroad is thorongh l'y destroyed; also the Savannah -and 
Charleston Haill'o(\(l from t he Sa,vanna,h H.iver to wit.hin three miles and 
a Iialfof the city. 'rhe Gulf road is also destroyed tor a long distance, 
and the bridge over the Ogeechee bnrlled. General Sl)(~rllla.n is per
fed.ly snm of c:tp t,llI'i1Ig Sa\allnah j and 1 am now forwarding :t siege 
batter,)' of' ;W-pollndm' l'al'l'ott.s to be placed in position. In two da.ys 
he will Slllllnion t.he (:ity to surrender, a,nd if Jlot yielded will open his 
batteries. '1'0 prevellt the eseape of Ilnrdee alld the ganison, General 
Bhermau iut.euds to throw olle division across t,he Bavannall Hiver at 
Argyle Island, to hold the river-bank opposite t he eity. 1 am also to 
liOlil the railroad aud s tage road ill Illy present position between t1.e 
Coot;awhatehip aIHI 'l'ulliliIlllY Ji,ivcrs. Admiral Dah19ren is to demon
st.rate against. the wat"er (let'elISl"S of Savannah to keep the garl'isont; 
in t.hose workt;. Everything now seems extrcmely fn\'orable to the 
entire sur:cess of' Geneml Sherman't; expedations. nis army is ill 
splendid condition, having lived on its nULI'dl Oil t he turkeys, chickens, 
sweet potatoes, and other gootl things of the richest part of Georgia. 
'l'he opposition to lli:-; Hta,rch lIa;,; beell feeble. I am supplyillg every
tIling nce(jed a,lld aidillg in every way wit.hiu my power_ 

I will send allother rlispateb as soon as Savannah falls. 
1 havc, t ile lilOllOl' to he, very respectfully, your obedient, servant, 

<I. G.FOSTIm" 
Jl1 ajor- General, C01Jl'ma.nding. 

(Same to G('neml n all (l(:k. ) 
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HI;;ADQ{TAn.'l'EH~ DRPAR'l'lIIEN'l' OF TIlE SOUTH, 
Hilton Hea,d, S. G., Deeembcr 11-, 1864. 

Ma,j. Hen. H. W. llAU,ECK, 
Ghief of 8to;0' of Armies of Unitecl States, Washington, D. G.: 

GENEl?-AL: I have the hOllor to report that I opelled communication 
with GCIlf1l'al Sherman in the Ogccchce River at daylight this morning. 
Fort l\reAllio;ter, with its ganio;ol\ HUll anna-lUellt of twcllty·one gUllS, 
was taken hy assault a.t 4-.30 p. 1Il. yestcl'clay by Ua7.en's division of the 
]j'ifteenth Corps. 'L'his important capture OIJeIIS the Ogccchee River to 
Genera.l Sherman ax a. base of supplies, whieh, with a Riege tl'uin of 30
pounder T~ atTOtts, are beiug rapidly iiJrwal'(led. His army elosely 
invests Savauuah on the sOllth side of the Sa.vallnait R.iver, and 11 fOI'ce 
which will take poo;itioTl on th e north side of that riv~r will prevent the 
cscape of Ha.rdee or thc garrisoIJ. Argyltl lo;lalld, ill the Savanlla,!l 
HiveI', is heleL by 0\11' t,!,oops, who have capturcd two stealllers 011 the river 
at that point, oll e of.' which is illrunuing order; the otlwr was bUl'IIt. 
'L'he Centra.l ra.ilroad is completely destr()yerl; also the Charleston and 
Savannah H,ailroau to withiJl three an('l a half milps of the city. A 
long distance on the GlIlf r oa.d is also destroyed, together with the 
bridge over the Og-eeeitce. General Sherman will without doubt cap
ture Sava.nnah and all it,s gal'l'ison and armamellt. His army is in 
splendid condition alld morale. 

I am, general, very respcctfnlly, yonr obe(1iellt servant, 
. ;r. n. FOSTE]{" 

Jl'fr~j01'- Oen~ra.l, Gommandinrl. 

HU/I'ON H)';A]), S. -'., DeecmiJcl' 14, 18r;4. 
Bvt. Maj. Gell. IV!. C. MEIGS, 

(J'lI1I1·tCI''/1WStCF- (}cllel'al: 

General Sherman has arrived near here, and at least six large 
stea.mcrs, drawillg 1I0t; llIore thall seven or eight feet, in additioll to 
thoso a.lready in thc departmcnt" will be required to transport :mpplies 
to his arl11,')'. 'rho sailillg vcssels 1I0W here with snpplie:' for bim draw 
so llllWh water that they ca,]JJlOt g-o np the Ogceehee Hiver as far as 
requirc(1. 

C. W. THOMAS, 
Jl{({jor (mil Ghief Q1U(.1'teI'11I'(lIdel' Depm·tment /!l' the SmIth. 

IIEAnQU Al~'I'ER.S ARMY OF TUI~ J A~IES, 
Dcccmber 11, 18(j·J-:J.:')() p. 111. 

I,ien tenant-General GRANT: 
A Hiehlllond pa.per of to·da.y sa.ys : 
Up to yestllrdn,y morning no fightiJlg Imtl taken place betweBn Sherman's army and 

the Confederate troop" ill the defense of Sfl,vaunah. An omeial l\ispateh of yester
day mentioned that l:lherlllan hall developed Iii" army near t.he tOWIl. 

The Whig says: 
So far as we call leaI'll Sherll1a.u's llrm;v h ilS inves ted Sn.vn,una.h; be~-ond the IlslIal 

skirmishing no li ght hall ta.lwlI pla ce. A prl!ss t e legralll da.ted ye"te)'(ln,y, 13tb, from 
Augusta., say" iu the fight nt · CoosfI\\'ha.tehie , Friday, General Gartrell was batlly 
wounded iu the si(le by a shell. l\ot.withst""lding his sev ere wonnd he remailletl Oil 

the field until the tight cl()~e(l. 
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NOlle of tIJc paper:'> contain pnrticnlars of thc Coo:'>a.wltatchie. No 
ill ti)l'n'lflt,ioll or a lIy conflict at that poiut 15ince the 30tlllla: been received 
at the \-Val' Department. 

E. O. t.OHD, 
Majo?". Gcnc"raJ. 

(Copy to Sccr'etal'Y oC'Wal'.) 

WASHING'I'ON, DCI)cmbC'l' 15, 18fj,J-ll.10 II. ?n. 

Lieutenant·General GRANT, 
City Point, FII.: 

Yon are awal'~ thati a 1:H'ge :1IL10unt uf supplie~ WPI'C cullected at 
l'ell~acola. fhr (lellel'al Sherillall, allll that Ca.nhy helll trooJIs there a.nd 
at, MobilE', to opell I ~OIlI1l11l1Iil~atioll with him if llecc~sal'y. SllOulll not 
Gcueral Canhy HOW hc iH.'tl'l1etcll to nse these troops amI slll'plies for 
Ot',ller plLl'posc~ 't \Vill <leller:d Shel'UUlll, after takillg Savanllah, base 
hilllself on t.hat place alill opel'a.te against Cbarlestoll, J1rn.Il(~hville, or 
Augnsta~ I do Hot know what iustL'lIetioLlR have ueen giveu him 011 
thi,.; subject; but jf he is to llase himself 011 tho ('oa~t, L'oel'llit;;, conva· 
leseents, &c., as well as future supplies, shpnld be sent there for his 
army. 

n. ~w. R ALLECK, 
1I11(jl/i" General and Chicf of Sta:tt: 

W At5HING,!'ON CTTY, Deccmbcr 1:>, 18G4. 
M."\jof'·Gellcral H ALLEeK, 

Chief 0/ Sto.U· I~l the A"my: 
GENETaL: Plea~e r:oUUll11nieate with Shr'l'lTIall. alld direet him to 

sl'I1I1 no' tl'OU})~ from bis a.l'my to Virginia uutil plan 'uf campaign is fully 
agTepd upon. My la.:-;t instructions to Shel'man conteltlplatc(l his selld· 
illg t.roop" to operatc agaill"t ltiehmond, l'eta,inillg all his artillery, cav· 
al J'Y, and infautl'Y ~llfficicnt to hol(l 011l' ba.f;e on the A tlall t.i(~ ~e(:IU'ell 
b~' his campa.ign and to eompel t.he 011(-\111,)' t.o retain thcl'(\ at least the 
foree he 1I0W haH ag<tillst LIS. Also, that n.rtillcry call be "tint fl'um here 
to supply his wants. ' 

U. S. GRAN'l'. 
}jieutcnant·Gcnem1. 

1VAR DEPAR~'~mNT, 
QuARTEUM ASTEH.·G El'm !.tAL'S OFFICE, 

Washington, D. C., Vc(!e'lll,/Jel' H;, ~18(j1. (Via })ort li,oyal, S. C.) 
Maj. Gen. W. '1'. SmW1\fAN: 

~IY DEAR GENERAL: ,iVe havc to·clayofficial adviceR of' your posi· 
tion, and that YOH Iu),ve (~OllllllllllicHtell, or that, <lenera] Howard ha.s 
(:ollllllUnieatcd, with Ucnentl I~ostel'. .I congratulate you on yonI' sue· 
c(;s"fu I mHrch. You have III<Hle the greatest and most remarkable 
IIlan:hes or the wnr, awl have dCllloll~trat.cd sevel'al times that a,n army 
(':In wove IIlOf'C than twcllt.y-five mile:-; froUl a lIadgabl(~ l'ivPI' or rail· 
mad withollt perishing. "Yo ha.ve been "hipping supplie~ lill' .VOIl, and 
I hope that you will have :lUlllll1;111(;0 of all necessal'i(>~, thouglt I have 
heen sOllle,vbat uncertaiu as tu yom llul1lbers. 'l'ile first. orders required 
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200,000 motions of gra.in alld 500,000 of Jll'oviF;iow; aIllI 100 rounds of 
ammunition to ue shipped to meet you. 'l'hey were at, first ordered to 
rendeZ\70US at Port l{oyal ; :;u\)I,;equi' lltly, orders were given to send 
oue-half of the.se supplies to Peuti<lcola .. I ll(lded f', supply of el~thillg, 
some wagolls, IHu'lIess, alld quarteI'111a-s tCl"s stores. 'l'I1Ose eF;tllllates 
and orden; a.ppear to have h een based UpOll a, eolumn of 30,000 mell. 
As S001l as youI' 100velllellts, a.s rcportc(l hy the reuel pa.per·s, showed 
Uw,t you would prou,toly strike the A tlautil: coast, orderR wero givell 
to scud flll'tlt er supplies to Hiltoll I-Iead, amI having ascertaillcu that 
your j-(>l'ce was proba,oly IIlllch greater thall that noted a,bove, lorder'ed 
more e1ot,hiug aJld quartermaster'~ stores, and directed forage, hay, and 
graiu for ;)0,000 Huill1ali:; to be shipped daily. Of course 1 have seut 
forward aU subsistence aud ammullitioll turned ov~' to the Quarter
master's De.partment fbi' 8hipmellt. 

I presume that you have more allimals now than whell you started, 
and I (lesire to ca.1l yom attention to the difficulty, as well m, the 
expense, of furuishing' a large army with forage on the Atlantic coast. 
\Vith H.ll the exertions of the forage officer of this department, wiLh a 
practically unlimited command of money, he has not been able to accu
muhLte at 'Washington alld at City Point enough loug rorage fill' the 
armies in Virginia to meet a few days' interruption by storm or ice. 
We can supply grain eHough, out there is alwu,ys a short ~mpply of hay. 
He has ag'ents iu all the hay districts, a.nd ouys all that he can in the great 
markets. Still the armies complain of short allowance of bay. If you 
have more animals than you lieI'll for intended opcrations they should 
he sent 0.11' to some point where the. country cau sulJsist them, or else 
YOll will, 1 fiiar, lose mallY by the diseases resulting from constant 
fecdillg on graill without enough long fora.ge. If you reduce the nUID
bet· of animals to the lowest point eonsistent with safety and efficiency 
the hay we can procure will suosist them iu oettel' conditioll. The 
expense and diffieulty of maintailling a Ia.rge army stlttional'Y is enor
lUOUS. 'l'he wouderful resources of the N orthel'll Stntes ha,ve ellabled 
us titus fitr to keep the Army of the Potomac fully supplied, except 
with hay, amI of the ~V'ant of that it compla.il1s bitterly. Should you 
l'Otit. I1pOIl the coast, as tlJe Army of the Potomac has dOlle, this hay 
lIue:4ioll will oc a OTeat difficulty. I presurne, however, tha.t your 
army will be a.ctively ('.l\lployell, and live, l"1S it has heretofore, to some 
extellt, lIpOll t.he enemy. J hope so, and 1 believe that if' there be a 
gmlornl otlicer ill thn sel'vice who call (~ lfect this, jt is youl'tielf. 

UOllgra tulnting' YOll ag-aill upon your brilliallt and sllccessful opera
tion, I am, 1ll0iit sil\l ;en~ly , your friend aud servallt, 

. . 1. C. MEIGS, 
Qu.{l1'tenna,stm·- GeneTa.l, B1'l!l'et JlfajoT- Gene1'Ctl, U. S . .'l.nny. 

SPEcnAL ) HEADt!l A.R'I.'ERS DEPART::'imN'l' AND 
.FIELD ORDEl~S, ( ARMY OF TIlE 'rENNESSEE, 

No.1!);/. ) Nea."/' St1//HW'I/.(/,h, Ga., Deeelllber 1:';, lRu·4. 

IV. 1. The reserve troops of Major-General Blair's command, Seven
teenth Corps, will not be moved to the right by trallspOl'ts, as intimated 
iu Special Field Orders, No.1 H4. _ 

2. l\fajor-G ellcraiBlair is cba.rged with cOllstruetiug a wharf, suitable 
for lallding supplies fol' this al'lUy, a,t snch point on the river llear 
Killg';; Bridge as Gellcml Eastoll, chief quartermaster Military Divis
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ing direct:; that you lll~tke Llw lI eeef;i5a.ry d(\[ ailf; 1'1'0111 your COIllDl<LUtl to 
:l:;sist yom' pion eer corps i.1I throwing lip thn work for t.he siege gUllS. 
Captain l{obillso;l, Company C, First N[ iehiga ll Artillel'Y, will superin· 
teud the wol'l" arlit will be a t your headlplarter:s iu a, short time. 

Very rm;peetfully, 
U. CADLE, .Tl~., 

.1 S.~iNtl/.llt lIJUu ta.'nt·Geller((.l. 

l-iEADll fiARTJ ':HN " l.Ll'l'A){'Y DIVISWN OF THB .i\l l SSISSIPP" 
In Ow .Field, 1WIII' S(~Vl/lI1wh, GI(. 

(l][((jol'·Genc1'nl HOWI/.rtl' :,; He(({lqu(J.rtcns), Deeembcl' 15, j/'j(j·i-:J p. 1J/, • 

.iHaj. Geu. H. "V. SLOCUM, Cmllllumdi'll!J Left lVi l/!l : 
GENEltAL: The general lJas jUl'it returllerl from a v isit to Of;sabaw 

amI YVassaw Sonne1::;, alld clil'eets me to irriOl'Dl you iu fnll tenus oJ the 
result. After having opeued eOlIlll1ullicat.ion by signal with the gun· 
hoats awl got possessioll of Fort McAllister, lw wellt iu person to 
the gUII.boat below FortiHcAILister, whid} proved t,o be a, messeugel'. 
boat from the flag·ship lying at t.he lllOUth of Ossahaw SOli lid. After 
lilakillg cCllrnnnnka.t,ions to \Yashi.ngton, &c., he retu['ll('d to Eott Mc· 
Allister, aUll WDS overt<1kell by a messcllger frOlll Gelleral Foster, just 
from Port ltoyal. The general W(\llt OlL boaI'(l Gelleral FOf;tel"S hoat, 
and proceeded with him dnwll the bay ill hopes to Illeetthe admiral, 
but did lIOt find him till a.ftor l'Ulllliug a.rolllld to \Vassaw Sonud. 
(Jelleral Foster theu proceeded to Port Roynl at 12 m. yel'itel'day, to 
return with a tleet of t,I'allSports loaded with (iOO,OOO ratious and ten 
days' forage for 40,00() animals, aIHl promised to be here hy to·night. 
lIe will also briug with him si:( 20,pollu([er Pal'l'otJt g'llllS and six :10· 
pOllllder Parrotts, with :WO l'oU[ul::; of anuuullitiou pel' gun. 'rhe gml· 
eral th n tmllsferrell to t he admiJ'al's vessel and returned to :Fort Mc· 
Allister, whence the admiral aecolllpallicd IJilll as far' lip as the riee 
mill, wlu'rc he bad left his hm'sc. He is 11011' a.t UellOl'al Howard's 
headquarters, amI hai'1 sent for his camp to be transferred to a point 
near this, which is not far from tbe ~evell ·l\{ilc \'o:st ou th o main road 
leadillg west from Sayanllab to the Og'eeehee, markell on OUl' maps as 
a plallk road. This poillt, ii'1 a.bout live lIliles from his present bead· 
qu arters, on the I,onisville road. Genern I Foster has [;,000 mOll uear 
the Charleston raill'oad, Ilol't,h of Broad HiveI', amluear cnonglI to the 
ra.ilroad to eommanu it, so tha.t be feels SlIl'e that ears calluot pass cither 
way; hnt he has been ullable to reach the railroad itselfwitb his lIIe ll, 
011 aeeonllt of the CHerny's ll1ree. The gnu·boats alld Hellernl llowal'd 
occnpy aU other avenues of approaeh to ~a,va!llla,h COllIlOc.tillg- with 
'your right. Now, if you call elolo'e tbe Savanllah 1-1,ivC'r to Ilavigation, 
and al '0 get a fOl'ce over the Sa-vannall H,ivcr to threaten in flallk any 
dirt l'oatlleading Ollt of Sava.nnah, between tllC city and Coosa whakhie, 
the investment of the city will be complete aad the onemy will ha.ve no 
escape. 

The general walltl'i to l) laec the batteries expeeted from (kllCl'al Fos
tcrill position as Ileal' tllO lJeal't of Savallnah as ]lossihle, ready to 
bomhard it as SOO Il as possible. Yon Illa.y, thel'elin'e, scnd horses to 
the Og'eedwo H,lvel', at Killg-'s Bridgr, re::Llly to halll tbose guns to 
your rig-h t frail t, and, as soon as they arc well ill pos itioll, rca,1 ly to 0[1011 

on the eit.y, he pl'O]loses to dernaud its sUl.Telldor. Til the Ill(,.fllltimc 
our stores of all kin(ls will eOll1O up O"sabaw SOllll(l alld tho Ogcechee 
to Killg-'s Bridge, a.lld t.\tellee be ballh~d to the camp::;. 'fhe cana.l is 
admirauly athLptetl to your usc, and thc general suggest::; that YOlt send 
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i>omc competellt ~t all' onil:e r over to t.lie Ogeccllee, aud, ill (:ollcert with 
(-:elleral Bai>t,oll, (;ilief qtlartennai>t(~ I", (:ollc(;t a~ 1I1a.IlY boats ai> po:,;~ilJlc 
to t.raulSport your stores from King'i> Bri(lge, I;lironglt the caual, np to 
your very camp. At Doetor Uheve:,;' plautatioll, tell llliles fl'OlU Killg's 
Bridge, the general hiUl~clf saw at l ea~t lta,lf a dozcll linc, large flats, 
bllil t exprcssly to t ra,l1 l>port rice tlll'Ollg-h tlt e (;lHml to Savanll a.h, the 
very thillg~ wante(l, and lie ha' no doubt on othm' plan tatiOll , at lelt:,;t 
t,wellt,V or t.\\'onty-llve h()at~ (;olIld he (:ollected, cadI capa.hle of tralls
portillg: t, \\'.Pllty 10I1i>. III dry wcathe r the wagolls ~Yill be hes t, !Jilt ill 
(':I~C 01 ralllY \l'eatlJ cr the~() hoat:,; wOllld be ad 1lIlI·able. As :SOOIl as 
J1o~sible Ihe A'('ueral wan.tlS ,yo~lr battel'i e:s, whidl are Il ea rest tl~e (:i~y, 
JIl'('pared t!! execute. the tOl'ogOll\g' plans, a.nd he wallts YOl! to wrIte hllll 
in rull to-lIlght nny Idea:s that Ilmy have beeB sngge:,;tml oy yonr closer 
ohserva.tioll of the ground in your immcdjatc front; amI yon lllay at 
once give ordcr's tal' hauling provisions and tiwag-e from Killg"!> Bridge, 
as A(lllliral Dahlgren as!>UI'ed Lim this 1Il0rIllllg tha t he would ha.ve lLIl 

t()rpeLloes ami obstructiolls removeu ill the eOUI'Se of to-da-y. 1'here is 
also a t'iteam-boat loa.d of mail for yOlll' a rluy, Col. A. H. Markland in 
eharge, which will be a.t Killg':,; Bridge the iustnnt the torpedoes are 
relllo~ed. Captaill l\fcrritt bring:s this to YOll, a neI ean lSatisfy all your 
inquiries , as ne hal> been wit,L t hc general. 

I have the banal' to be, general, very l'e~pedfllll'y, your obellient 
:,;ervant, 

HENHY HITCHCOCK, 
11[ojot' (/:I~,d Assi8/ant A [Uuta-nt- Ge/loml .. 

l:lEADQ.UARTEI~S lJEFT I 'VING, ARi\IY OF GEORGIA, 
JJccc1llbc~/' 15, 18(;j - :; p , m. 

Mn,i. HENRY HITCHCOCK, AS8ista-nt A4j-utant- Gcll o/'((1: 
?I'fA.T OH : YOlll· eommuuication of 2 p. III. has .iust (:Ollle to ha.m!. fl'he 

lleavy gnns can be used to aLlv<lJlt.age ill lily f\'OlI t. F nllll Illy extrellle 
left I can lShe ll the city with the ;~ · illCh gUll. 1 think J Call ~nJelyplace 
fL force 1m the Garoliua s ide of the river and gradually work my wa,y 
opposite tLe city. I shall scud team for stores at ouee. 

I will write flllly to-morrow. 
Very respectfully, &e., 

II. w. SLOCU~f, 
?fIojoi'- Gene1·a.l. 

HEADQUARl'EI~S LEFT VVIN G, .t.\r.i\IY OF GEORG'fA , 
Dccembcr I t;, 1BM-V p. 'II/.. 

I)[a,jor-Genera I SllERi\lAN:1 
(;ENEII.AL: I ha ve two regiments OIl the Carolilla shore north of 

( ' I'yd e~(l a.le Creek. 'I'o-morrow moruillA' the rema. illder of t.ll(\ brig-ade, 
three additiollal regilUents~ will endeavor to take t1IC lilln fl'OI11 Clydes
dale Creek to a point OIl the Sa.V<111IHLh Hiver opposite to Cl'llg-el"~ 
Island, with or'ders to intrench on that, linea-nd feel fOrWllol'd toward the 
(;clll:,;CW,1y road. IVith yOUI' consent r will t,ry to place a cliyilSiOI1 OIL 

Ule lille llla.rked ~ on the i[wlolSed dingnnn. It will he neecssa,I'Y t.o 
lllove witlJ :';OlllC (;;Lutioll on that :,; idej ~[.\l(1, to r ender the positi()1l 
elltirely safe, it may oe ll cees::;a l'Y to t,hrow <Ill c lltit'e l;orplS O\'el', with 
ill s tructiun::; to iu t re.lldl strongly. 'l'!tere a.re many l'Oillt:,,; in fnlllt, of 
0111' prelSent PO:,;jtioll·that eall be gu:U'(leu by <I good pie],p.t-Iille. If a 
portioll of the line now !teltl by DavilS cau be held uy General Howard, 
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or by the t.roops nllder General J~oster, t.he 'fwelltiet.h COl'IJS can be 
spared, and will seal up that side of the city and be in a poSitiOli to shell 
every portion of it,. 1 shall go no further thall to send a brigade over 
to take the lille l1ul,rl,ed 1 until Illear from yon; hut 1 have 110 fear of 
placillg :t corps Oil tha t Ride; and this dOBe the fate of the city iR sealed. 
I thillk Foster's cOlUllland Inight be of use ill the swamps Oil this sitle 
if placed behind the line already esta.blished. I think there are points 
on the left of mv line from which the city can be shelled with those 
heavy gl11lS to more advalltage than on the-right of the line. '['he point 
hehl by Carlin, where Mower was, is within tbree miles anel a balf of 
the city, bllt there are point:;; nearer the river fIuite as close, and feom 
which the city can be scen. Please 'ive me your' views as to the pro
priety of attempting to thTOW olle entire corps over. We can send snp
plies via Argyle Island, which is beld by ns. 'fhe enemy hold the lowtw 
part of Hutchiuson's I;:;laml, a.nd command the whole island, with their 
batteries ou this side. They also send a small gnn-boat lip to a point 
between Cruger's I;:;\aud and Hutchinson's, at a. point marked B. She 
has one heavy gun awl gives flS sOllie aUlloyance. She is just ant of 
range of our fiel<[ gnns. 

Very respectfnIly, your obedient servan t, 
II. W. SLOCUM, 

iJt[ajM'-Genm·a,l. 

}-WltR:-:. 11ILI'l'A]~Y nIVU5ION OF 'I'lm l\lIsSTSSIPPI, 
Tn the Field, nea.'f S(tvltnnah, Olt., 

(llfaj01·-Genent.l Howa.rd's Hca.17qu,(wte'fs), Dee. 15, 18{j,4-11.30 p. m. 
lVfaJ. Gen. H. \,y. SLOCUM, Comdr;. LcjtW'i'ng, Army of Gcorg'I:((, : 

GENEltAL: The general-in·chief directs me to write you as 1()llows: 
"1'0111' Ilote of n p_ D1. is .iust rocei vcd.FO\' the present do not seud 

more than one brigade, and illstead of threatening south towa.rd the 
Unioll (')au::;eway, ra.ther let it threaten eastwar(l toward the road 
ma.rke(l as l'ulll.lillg'tlp toward Augu::;ta on the east side of the Savan
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IIah Hiver, seemingly threatening in ftallk the movement of troops 
attempting to esc~tpe from Sav1i.uJtall. r.rhere aloe some points which 
1 will explain in person as soon as I can ride over to see you. A 
lIles~cllger is jnst arrived from General Gl'ant with dispatches of 
importauce. Prepare for the rifted gnns and get them into position as 
soon as possible. Let, the engineer regiment continue to destl'oy the 
l'a.ilroad, and cover their work up as far as the bridge, including it if 
possible. After makillg some letters to·morrow I will come over to see 
yon. A Iso get from the island in the river aU tue rice you can as 
for<lge for your borses." 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
HENH Y HITCHCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Ai{jutant-Genera.l. 

HEADl~UAlt'rERS FOUR,TEEN'J'H ARMY CORPS. 
Before Savannah, Ga., December 15, 186'4. 

Brig. Gens. W. P. CAn-LIN a.nd J. D. MORGAN, 
Comdg. First a:ltd Second Divisions, Fourteenth Army Corps: 

.A brigade froUl General Baird's division has been ordered to start 
from neal' General Baird's headquarters to-morrow, at 7 n.. m., as guard 
and escort to foraging trains and parties from tbe dHferent divisions. 
'l' lle expedition will proceed toward the Ogeeehee River, and division 

I . commanders are authorized to make details of wagons a,nd foragers to 
aC(',QJIJpany it. 


By order of' Bvt. Maj. Geu. J. C. Davi~: 

A. C. McCLURG, 

Assista,nt Adjutant- Gc·ncral and Ch-ief of Stadr. 

HEADQU~R'l'ERS I~OUR'l'EEN'J'H ARl\lY CORPS, 
Before Savanna,h, Ga.. , J)ecember 15, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. BAIRD, 
Commctncling Th'ird lJi't)ision, Fmtrteenth Army Cmps: 

Tue general commanding the eorpsdil'ects that you detailoue bri
gade to escort and guard foraging tra.ins from tue different divisions 
on a foragiug expedition toward the Ogeechee Hiver, the expedition to 
stal't from neal' your headquarters to-morrow at 7 a. m. 

1 h,we the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant,

• A. C. McCLURG, 
Ass'istant Adjutctllt-General ((nd CMfIof Sta.tf. 

HEADQUARTERS TWENTIETH CORPS, 
Nca'/" Sa,1:allnah, Ga", DI:cember 15, 1864. 

Bl'igadier-General JACKSON, Commanding Fi"st Dirision: 
GEN'ERAL: The general commanding the corps desires to have yon 

wlttch well the enemy's batteries in yonr front., and report at once any 
movement of tbeir artillery. 1t is possible that they may take away 
some of the pieces. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. PERKINS, 

jlssistant Adjutant- General, 

(Same to GeHeral Geary, commanding Secouct Division.) 
4() R R-VOL XLIV 



722 OPERATIONS IN S. C., GA., AND FLA. [CHAP. LVI 

HEADQUAR1'ERS TWENTlE'fU CORPS, 
Near SavwMwh, Ga. , December 15, 1864. 

13rig. Gell. N. J .•JACKsoN, 
OO'lll1n(l,nding Fi1'st Di'l:is'ion: 

GENERAL: Tbe bl'igatlier·general commanding t,he corps directs that 
yon send the Sceolld l\'1assaclmsetts Volunteers, Colonel Cogswell com, 
1l1~1llding, to report at once to Colonel Hawley, commanding on Argyle 
Islalld, for temporary duty. It is necessHl'y that tbe regiment should 
start at once. 

Very rcspectfLllly, yoUI' obedicnt servaut, 
H. W. PEH.KINS, 

.Dieuten(tnt· 00 lo'llel and Assistant A djutltnt. Gene'rul. 

HEADQUAR1'ERS 1'WEN'l'IE1'H CORPS, 
N el/.?" Savannah, Glt., Deccmber 15,1864. 

Brigadier·General JACKSON, 
Oomm.anding Fint lJi'll'ision: 

(-;'ENE'RAL: The gelleral commanding t.he corps direets that you 
order tbe balance of Colonel Cannan's brigade (HOW in the line) to 
march to·morrow 1ll0I'lJillg to the landing wllet'e the captured steam· 
boat is, starting from camp in tilllc t{) reacb t.here at 7 a.. m. Tlle inter· 
val that will be left in your Iille by t.aking ont these troops will have to 
be filled by putting ill the reserve regiments of the other brigades, and, 
if necessary, increase the illtervals bch\'een the regiments. 'l'he gen· 
eral will go over the river ill the morning iHld would like to have you 
accompallY him. He will start from here about 8 a. m. 

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 
H. W. PERKINS, 

Assist((!nt Aaj~tt((,nt·GenC'ral. 

HEADQUARTERS TWEN'l'IETH CORPS, 
Five Jlfiles from S(tw/:nnuh, Gn., Deeember 15, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. N. J. JACKSON, 
Oommanding First Division: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the general comrnamling to say that 
Colonel Carman's brigade, of' yom divi~ion, will start for the river as 
soon as relie\7cd to-morrow mOl'lling. 'fhat, brigade will be relieved at 
dayureak uy a brigade of General Ward's diyision. 

Very respectfully, rour obedient servant, 
ROBT. P. DBCHERT, 

Captltin IInci A.ct'i'll.ll Assist(wt .il(Nuta nt· Gel/era/" 

H.EADQUARTERS TWEN'l'TE'J'll CORPS, 
NeaT Sa-VCl1lnah, Gli,., lJecmnbc1' 15, 1864. 

Brigadier-General JACJesoN, 
OO'llunandin.ll Fi1'8t Div ision: 

GENERA-L: The general commanding direct,s that yon llU,ve all the 
pioneers now with your division and the tool wagons of the wllole divis· 
ion accompany Colonel Carman'S brigade to· morrow mOl'lliug. 

Ve1'y respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. PEI~KINS, 

Assistant Alljutct-nt-General. 
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RBAIlQUARTERS TWEN'I'ml'H (JOIn'S, 
Ne(~r Savfmnah, Ga., Dccember 15, 18li1. 

Brig. Gen. "IV. '1'. WARD, 
C01n1IUf,/I,d-in!! Third Di'n"isio1/.: 

GBN1~RAI,: Tho gelleral eommandillg directs that the brigade of yOllr 
divi,;ion llOW in reserve relieve Colonel Carman's brigade, of the Fir~t 
Division, to-morrow 1ll0I'lliug at (laybrcak. 

Very respectfnlly, yonI' obedieut t,;crvallt, 
HOBT. J-'. DECHEH.'I', 

Capta.in and ,Actin!! Assistant AlUuta!nt· GC'II-c-ml. 

HEADQUARTlms 'l'HIltD BRIGADE, . 
In the Field, December 15, 1864. 

Colonel AS:MUSSEN: 

Sm: The offieer that I sent this 1lI0rnillg to see about the eOllnectioll 
lJctween the Fourteenth (Jorps ami the let't of the 'l'hirty·first vViscon
~ill has jnst returned, and reports that the connection heretofore was 
not fully made, bnt the evil has been remedied a.nd the connection is 
now complete. Lieutenallt-Coloncl Rogers, brigade officer of the day, 
reported to Captain HeYllolds on yesterday tbat the connection had 
beeu made, and Captain Heynolds so reported to me yest~rday. I gave 
po~)tive instl'uetions to the brigade officers of the day upon the su~jcct. 
It seems that the Thirty-first picketed to the swamp, refnsing their left, 
and the Fonrteenth to the swamp 011 the other ,;ide, refnsing' their rigllt. 
The officer has measured the distanee, and reports that the Fourteenth 
Corps eon'r this portion of the ground. I shall increase the detail 
frollt Illy brigade to-day in order to strengthen the entire line; it will 
ill tllC fntul'e be 250 men. I have built brcast-works ill front of the 
Thirty-flrst vYiseonsin, Sixty-first Ohio, One hundred and first IllinOiS, 
alld 1 '~ighty-seeoDd lllinois. 1.'!Je two pieees of artillery are also pro
tected lJy workR on railroad and maill wagoll roael. 

Very truly, 
.J. S. 1I,OBINSON, 

Oolonel, &e. 

H ·DQR.s. COAST DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF 'l'lIB SOU'l'H, 
Devca'ux's Neck, S. U., Deccmber 15, 1861-1.30 p. 11/,. 

:Major-UenerHI FOSTER, 
Cmwllwlldiny Depm·tment of tlte South: 

GENgHAL: I ba.ve JURt received your let.tel'.* "Ve will be ready to 
move as 800n as possible, but yon are aware that we eallllot get ofl'this 
strip of land in less than two days with the trangportation we have. 
r rlo not thiuk the euemy intend sending more re-ellforcements to 
Savannah. One tra-in got dow)) yesterday and one to-day; no train 
has gone .llorth either yesterday or to-day. A train came from toward 
Savannah last night aud discharged·at Coosawhatchie; it then retnrned. 
NiglJt be/cwe last we killed the engineer and one firelllan and disabled a 
traiu. vVe keep up a "low fire Oil the road, aud l1re lJriskly when a 
train attempts to )Jass. The force ill frollt of me is smull, not over 2,000, 
if the stories told by desel'te)'s are true. 1 thillk the road might lJe cut 
toward PocotaJigo without any seriolls mishap. Major Thomas is send
ing for ~tll the launches alld scows; I have direeted Colonel Hansom to 

' X ot fOllD(l. 
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send them. The 30-pounder Pa,rrotts have, I t.hink, got the range of 
t.he road. Our hattery t,hat is t.o open at. 800 yards on the railroad is, [ 
find, commamlc(l by a battery 400 yards from it. J dare not open until 
I get a slashing mIt. t.hrough the wood, to cnable my batteries in camp 
to play on that of the enemy; I intend then to capture it. The whole 
command tnruetl out and cheered General Sherman la st uight about {) 
o'clock. One of our scouts heanl one of the rebel::; say, "Uncle Ahe 
must have issued a \Jew proclamation." Not bad. "Ve will shut up the 
railroad by day aftel- to-morrow, if not earlier. Kiud regards to the 
madam. 

Very respectfully, your obmlieut servant, 
JNO. P. IIA'l'CfI, 

B'I'ifjltliiel'- General. 

Our right battery, deserters tell me, cut tile rails ill three places. 
The scout,,;, who can hear talk on the railroad, assure me that the ell\
ployees are dissatisfied at having to pass us. I shall send Lieutenant 
Harrold. New York Engineers, down in arre::;t. He is worse thaIl use
less, as he fills a place that a decent sergeant might occupy to advan
tage. 

J. P. R. 

HEADQUAR'l'ERS DEPARTl\1ENT 01" 'i'HE SOUTH, 
Hilton Hea(l, S. C., Deeembe1' 15, 1864. 

Lieut. 001. JOHN B. MULFOJW, 
1188i8ta,nt Agen.t of Exe/umfje : 

COLONEL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to ac
knowledge the receipt of yOlll' cli. patches and rebel papers, and to 
rcturn you his thanks for the same. General Fostcr desires me to 
state that hc is ready at allY time for you to declare the truce at an 
end, and requests that you will inform Brigadier-General Sellirumelfen
nig, commanding t.he Northern District, of the fact tha.t bostilities 
may recommence at once. General Sherman has arrived. He called 
on General l?ost~r on boa,rd the stea.mer Nemaha in the Ogeecbee 
River about daylight yesterday moming. Fort McAllister, 011 the 
Ogeechee niver, was assaulted by Hazen's division, of the Fifteenth 
Corps, and captured, with about ~50 prisoners and 21 guns, with am
munition and stores_ The Ogeechee River if; now opel\ to supplies for 
General Sherman's army. The railroads leading to Savannah are cut 
and the eity invested, exceptillg the north side. General Sherman's 
army is ill fine cOlldition and in excellent spirits. They have lived on 
the country almof;t entirely Juring their march from Atlanta. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. M. BUHHER, 

As.~'istl~nt Adjtttlmt- GeneraL 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hilton Rea,d, S. C., December 15, 186'4. 

Brig. Gen . .iL SCIIIlUl'IELFENNlG, 
OOllunand'ing Northern District, Morris lslanll, S. C.: 

GENERAL: The rnajor-g'eIlera] commanding- directs tbat as soon as 
Lieut. 001. Jolm E, M111forcl, assistant agent of e~change, notifies yon 
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that the trllce i8 declared at an end, yon llmy recommence llostiIities, in 
a(~(:orclallee with a letter of illstructions delivcl'eu to you when you re
took cOIllIlland of the district. 1'hose instructions were to firc only 
occasioually, HH tbe \Var Department wishes to economize ammunition 
llH much as possible. 

"W. L. lVI. BURGER, 
Capta,in lind A8.~ifltant Adjuta.nt-General. 

HEADQl Al~TERS DEPAR'l'}ffiN'l' OF 1'IIE SOUTH, 
Bilton Hend, ,'J. 0., December 1:'5, lSfJ4. 

Col. P. P. BROWN, Jr., 
Fort Pu.l(J".~7ci, Ga.: 

COLONEL: Escaped Ullion prisollersjust al'riveu from Columbia., S. 
C., report the follolViug as the ration issued to our prisouers by the 
rebel authorities: Six (olle pint) cups unbolted corn-llleal every five 
days, olle-half pint molasses pel' day, olle-half pint rice oecasiollally for 
jjve days, three tablespoonfuls salt every five days, amI 110 meat or 
u'rPllse whatever. You are, therefore, directed by the major-general 
~olllmanding to fUI'llish the prisoners 1I0W in your eHstolly with rations 
ill ac(!oi'(lauce with the above. giving them ,half a poulld of bread in 
lieu of the rice, lind issuing to tllem 110 meat or grease. Yon wiII 
aeknowledge thc receipt of this lctte\' immed.iately .upon its being 
received. 

Very respeetfuIly, yom' ohedient servallt, 
W. j .. 1\'1. BURGER, 

Assistant l tdj1ttant- Gmlera.l. 

(Same letter, excepting tile last sentence, sent to Oapt. Josepll T. 
Pratt, provost-marshal, Hilton Head District.) 

HEADQUAl~'I'EltS DEPARTMEN:J' OF 'fHE SOUTH, 
Hilton Hca(l,S. C., December 15, 18fJ4. 

Col. P. P. BROWN, Jr., 
Fm·t Pulaski, Ga.: 

COLONEL: I havc the honor to acknowleuge the reeeipt of your com
munication of the 12th installt in answer to the letter of' censure sent 
yon by direction of the major-general commanding. Yon state that the 
instructions mentioned in the letter failed to reaeh you, aud request a 
copy to be seut that, you lIIay know ill wha,t pa,rticulal' yon have erred. 
It is perfectly well understood by every officer in this department tbat 
these priSOllel'S were sellt here for the pnrpose of retalia.tion, to be 
treated in preeisely the same manner that onr prisoners are treated 
that are in the ltuncls of the eneIllY, and for 110 other reasons whatever. 
Full instructiolls were seur vou on the 4th ultimo for the ca.re and man
agement of these prisoners, flIHI a, correeted copy of your General 
Order, No. 11, which you were directed to issue and strictly enforce 
in place of' the oue you published. This letter alone contailled suffi
ci('nt instructions fOl' your guidance ill their l11anagement, and was 
tlwnght to covcr all the points, Dnplicate copies of the lottoI' and 
ordel' are hm'ewith inclosed. Iustruetions have been S~I1t to YOli 
repeatedly, throllg'h t.he oOlllmaudillg oflicfll' of the dish'iet, ill regard 
to tile ration to be i~slled, &c. The lette!' wa~ I'CIIt YOIl, lIot ollly 
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because yon did not t.reat those pl'isoners in accordance with yonr 
instnwtiolls, but hecause yon perlllitted YOllrsclf to be cOlllplimented 
by OUI' enemies for eontiuct that. that same enemy would scom to 
hefitow on ollr prisonel's in their bands. The major-general command
ing directs that you immediately acknowledge the reeeillt of this letter, 
and state whether YOU received thc letter of instl'llctions of' Novembel' 
4, with tbe corrected copy of Y0ul' G-cneral Order, No. 11, 

Very respectfully, your obedient sen'ant, 
\-V. h 1\1. BUR.GEH, 

AlJwilJtant AcU'IIict-nt- Geneml. 

HEADQUARTERS l\'[rLITARY DIVISION OF THE 'MISSISSIPPI, 
In the Piehl, nc(('/' Sa1Ntr/lIah, DceembCl' ,lV, 1804. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Cornmandel'-in-Ch·ic/, Oity Point, VCL. 

UENElUL; I received day befiwe yesterda.y, at the hands of Lieu
tena.nt Dunn, your letter of December 3, and last llight, at the hands of 
Colonel Babcock, t.hat of December n. I had previonsly made you a · 
hasty scrawl from the tug-boat Dandeliou, in Og'eechee Hiver, advising 
you that the army had reached t.he sea·coast, destroying all railroads 
across the State of Gcorgia and illvesting closely the city of Savanuah, 
and had rnade cOllnectioll with the fleet. Since writing that note I 
have ill person met amI conferred with General Foster lwd Admiral 
Dahlgrell, amI lIIade all the arrangelllents which 1 deeruetl essential 
to rclluciug the <:ity of Savannah to om possession. But since the re
ccipt of yOUl'S of the 6th 1 have init,iatecl measures looking principally to 
coming' to you with MJOOO or GO,OOO illf~1Iltl'y, and, incidentally, to take • 
Savannah, if time will allow. A t the time we carried Fort McAllister by 
assanlt so handsomely, with its 22 gnns and cutire garrison, I was hardly 
aware of its importancc; but since passillg down tbe rivcr with Genem1 
Foster aud up with Admiral Dahlgren I realize how admil'Hhly adapted 
are Ossalmw Sound and Ogeechee HiveI' to supply all army operating 
agaillM Savannah. Sea-goiug vessels can easily come to King-'s Bridge, 
a POillt on Ogeeehee River fourteen and a half miles west of Savannah, 
1'1'0111 which point we ltave roads leading to all onr eal1l]ls. 'nH:~ country 
is low and sandy, and cut up with marshes, which, in wet weather, will 
be very bad; but we ha.ve been so favored with wea,ther that tlley a.re all 
now comparatively good, lind hen vy details a\'e eonstall tly employed ill 
double eorlilU'oying the marshes, so tbat I ha.ve no fears even of a bad 
spell of wenUler. .Fortllllately, also, by liberal alld judicious foraging, 
we reaclled the sea-coast abnlllhllltly supplied with forage and provis
ions, needing notlJillg 011 arrival except bread; of this, we started from 
Atlanta provided with from eight to twenty days' supply per earps, 
amI some' of the t.roops only had oue days' issue of bread dnring the 
trip of thirty days; a.nd yet they did not wllnt, for sweet potatoes were 
very abulltla.nt, as well as com meal, alld our soldiers took to them 
uatllrally. 

"liVe started with about 5,000 head of cattle and arrived with over 
10,000; of course, consuming mostly turkeys, chiekens, sheep, hogs, and 
tile cattle of the country. A.s to Ollr llllllesand horses, we left Atlallta 
with about 2,500 wagous, llHLlJY of which were dra.wn by mules, which 
had llot recovered from the Cha.ttanooga I-;tarvation, aJI of which were 
replaced, the poor mules shot., amI ou)' tl'3nsporhttion is now in superb 
condition. I have no douht the State of Georgia JUtS lost by OUl' opera
tions 15,000 first rate mules. As to horses, Kilpatrick collected all his 
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remounts, and it looks to me, in riding along Olll' colulllus, as tl.lOuglt 
every otlicer bad tbree or foul' led horRes,' aud eaeh reg'iment seems to be 
follo;red by at least ljtly negroes alHl foot-sore soldiers riding ollltorses 
lIud fnllles. 'fhe cnstom was for eacll lJJ'i.gnde to seud out daily a for
H"'iug party of abou t fifty men, 011 foot, who illvariu,bly returned 
ll~)lllltetl, with I-leveral wagons loaded with poultry, potatoes, &c.; and 
as the army is composed of ahout fol't.y brigades you call estimate ap
p['oxilllHtely the qllalltity of' horses eollec~d. G.r~at Jl\1l~lbers ofth~se 
\Yere shot lJy my urder, lJeeause of the tliSorgaUlzllIg diect on our In

fa.lltry of' having too mUIIY idlers lIIoullted. General Eal>toll . is HOW 
cllo'aged ill collecting statistics in this line; but 1 know the Govern
11\;;lt will nev('r reeeive full accounts of onr eaptures, although the 
reRult aimed at was fully attained, viz., to deprive our enemy of them. 
All these allimals I will have sellt to Port Hoyal, 01' collected behilld 
Fort 1\leAIlister, to be used. by General Sa,xton ill his iil,rmiHg opera
tiOIlS, 01' by the quartermaster's department, af't{'r tll(~y arc systelllatic
aEy accouu tt~~l till'. Whilfit General Easton is colleeting: transporta.tiol1 
for Illy troops to James Itiver I will t.hrow to Port Roya 1 Island a.ll our 
means of traltl>por-ta tion I call, alld collect tbe balallce Ileal' Fort McAllis
ter, t:overc(l by the Ogeeebee River alld intrenchments to be erected, alld 
f(JI' which Captain Poe, my ehief engilleer, is lIOW reconnoitering the 
gTOlllld; lmt in the lIIeantime will act as 1 have hegun, as though Savan
uah City was Illy objective, nalllely: the troops will contiuue to invest 
Sa rannah closely, makillg a.ttacks and feints wherever we have firm 
grolllld to stand npoll; alld 1 will pl.aee some 30-pounder Parrotts, 
which r llave g'ot fl'om General Foster, in positioIlllear ellougll to reach 
the center of the city, and thcn will deLlU111(1 itl> snrrender. If Gelleral 
Hanlee is alarmed or fears starvation be may sllrrender; otherWise, I 
will bomba.rd the city. but not risk the lives of lUy mell by assaults 
am'OSB the lIarrow causewa.YI> by which alone 1 ca.n now reach it. If I 
had tillie, Savallnah, with all its dependent fOl'tilications, is already in 
our possession, for \\-e bold all its fWenUel-l of supply. The enellly has 
lI\ade two desperate eff'orts to get boats frolll above to the cit.y, iu both 
of wbieh he ha.s lJeeu fi)iled-Gellcral Slocum, whose left.t1a.nk·rests OIl 

t,lw river, capturillg and bl\l'niug the first boat, alld in the secoud ill
r>tance driving back two gnll-boats and captmiug t,he steamer Resolute, 
with seven naval officcr>; antI a crew of tlVellty-tive :-;ealllell. 

Oeneral Slocnlll occnpies Argyle Islalld alld the npper end of Hutch
inson's Island, and hal> a brigade 011 tht·~ South Carolina shme opposite, 
and he is very urgellt to llnss oue of his eorpl> over to that shore; lJut, 
ill view of the ':uallge of plaus made lleecssary by your order of the 
6th~ I will maintain things in statu quo till 1. have got aU my trans
port.ativl1 to the real' al1tl out of the way, and ulltil I have sea· trans
pOl-tation f'or tbe troops you require at James Hiver, whicb I will. accolU
pallY and command ill person. Of conrse I will lea w \ Kilpatl-ick with 
bis clLntlry, say 5,:.100, alltl it may htl a division of the Fifteenth Corps; 
but hefore tletennill ing this I mllst see Gelleral Foster, alld mny ar
nMige to sllift his force (11011' over above the Cllarleston railroad, at the 
head of Broatl River) to the Ogeechee, where, in co-operation witb Kil
patriek's cavalry, he can hetter threatell the State of Georgia than from 
the directioll of Port l{oyai. Besides, I wOllld l\lueh prefer not to 
detach from lily regular corps allY of its vetemIl divisions, and would 
even prefer that other less valuable troops should be seut to re-enforce 
Foster from SOllie other quarter. My foul' corps, fnll of experiellce and 
full of ardor, comiug to you en masse, equal to (jO,O()() figbting meu, will 
he are-enforcement. that Lee canllot disregard. Indcctl, with my present 
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command, I had expecteu upon reducing Santnnah instantly to march 
to Columbia, S. C., thence to Haleigh, amI thence to report to you; but 
this would cOllslllne, it may be, six weeks time after the fall of Savan
nah, whereas by sea I can probably readl yon witl1 Illy men and arms 
before the middle of January. _ 

I myself am somewhat nstolliRheu at the attitude of thing'S in Tt'n
nessee. I purposely delayed at Kingston until General Thomas assl1l'ed 
mo that he was "all ready," and my last dispatch from him, of tlle 
12th of November, was full of confidence, in wbich he promised me that 
he would "ruin Hood," if he dared to ad vance from l"lorence, urging 
me to go ahead and give myself 110 concern about Hood's army in 
TeuncRsee. vYby he did not tnrn on Hood at Franldin, after eheckillg 
and discomfitillg him, smpnsses my undm·sta,nding. Indeed, I do Hot 
approve of his evacuating Decatur, hilt think he shonld have assumed 
the offensive against Hood from Pulaski ill the direetion of 'Vayues
burg [Waynesborougb]. I know full well that General Thomas is slow 
in mind and in action, but he is judicious and brave, and tbe troops 
feel great confidence in him. I still hope he will out·maneuver and 
destroy Hood. 

As to matters in the Southeast, I think Hardee, in Savannab, hac; good 
artillerists, some 5,000 or 6,000 infalltry, and it may be a mongrel mass 
of 8,000 to 10,000 militia anu fragments. Iu all onr marching through 
Georgia. he has not forced me to use anythiug but lL skirmish lil1e, 
though at severa.l poin ts he had erected fortitieations and tried to alarm 
us by lJO\l1bastic tbrea.ts. In Savannab he has taken refuge behind a _ 
lille cOllstruct~d hehind swamps and overflowed rice fields, extending 
fi'olll a point on the Savaunah Hive!" a.bout tbree miles aboye tl1e city 
-around oy It oraneh of tbe Little Ogeechee, which stream is impassable 
from its sal t marsbes ftl1d boggy SWftmpR, crossed only by llarrow cause
ways or (!OllUnOll corduroy roads. 'fhere must be 25,000 citizens-men, 
women, and childrell-in Savanua.b tha.t must also oe fed, alld bow he 
is to feed them beyond a few days I cannot imagine, as I know tha,t 
his requisitions for corll 011 the interior connties were not filled, and we 
are in possession of the rice fields anrl mills which could alone be of 
service to him in t.his lleigbbol'hood. He can dra w nothing from South · 
Carolilla, save froUl a small corner down in t-be southeast, and that by 
a disused wagon road. I could easily get possession of t.bis, bnt, hal'dly 
deem it worth the risk of making a detachmellt, which would be in 
dallger by its isolation from tbe main anny. 

Olll' whole a.rm~ is ill tine conrlition as to 11ealth, and the weather is 
Spl(,ll(lid; for that reaSOll alulle, I feel a. persollal dislike t-o tuming 
northward. I will keep Lieutenant Dunn here tmtil 1 know the result, 
of my demand for tbe ;,mrren<ler of Savannab; but" whether successful 
or llot , .....~~ Hot dela.y my executioll of your order of the Gtb, wbich 
will depend alone npoll the time it will require to obtain transportation 
by sea. 

r am, with respect, &e., your obedient servant, 
YV. 'f. SHERMAN, 

,}[ajor. General, U. S. Army. 

lJEADQrAR'l'ERS ()p 'l'HE ARMY, 
lVashi-n,l)ton, Derx'1nbm' 1U, 18(i1. (Via Hilton Read.) 

Major·General SIIER~IAN: 
GENERAL: J)ieutenHllt.·General Grant inforllls me tl1at in his last dis· 

patch sent. to yon be suggested the transfer of your infantry t.) Hich
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mOlll\. lie llOW wishes me to say that you will retain yom' elltil'() force, 
at least fOI' the jJrescnt, and with /:mcll assistauce as may oe given YOIl 
by (;en<'lral ,Fost('r nIHI Admiral Dahlgrell, opcmte fl'Om snch base 
a~ you llIay ciStablisb 011 the coast. Gelleral Foster will obey such 
instructions ftS way be gi ven by you. Should you have captured Savan· 
nah, it is tbought that hy tmllsfelTiug' tbe wa.tel' batteries to t~e land 
side, tllnt pla('f\ may be lllade a good depot ~tn<1 base for opel'at,IOI1S on 
Anu·llsta., BmnehviIJe, or Clw,rIestoll. If Sa.va.nllah should lint he ca.p
t\ll'~d, or if capt,med and IlOt deemed sUltaole fill' t.his pnrpose, perhaps 
Bean fort would servc as a depot. As the rebels ha\'e proba.bly removed 
their most,valuahle property from Augusta, verha]>s Brallchville would 
be the nlot;t imvortallt poillt at whieh u) strike, ill order' to sever aB 
OOIlIlectioll betwecII Virgillia. and the Southwestern Railroad. General 
Gra.nt's wishes, however, are that this whole ma.tter of y01l1' futllre 
fiction Rhould he elltirely left to your dis(~l'dion. \Ve call send you 
from uere a llumber of' complete hatteries of' field artillery1 with or with· 
out horses, as yon ma.y desire. A Iso, as SOOIl as General 'Thomas can 
spare them, all t.be fragrnellts, eonvaleseents, alld fl1l'lou/:t'hed lllell of 
,;ouJ' army. Jt ii'; reported that 'rhomas 'defeated Hood yesterday lleaT 
Nashville, but we have 110 particulars nor official reports, teleg-I'aphic 
commullication being- interrupted by a heavy storm. Our last ndvices 
from you was Gelleral HOWHl'd'ii note annoulIcing Ids approacll to' 
Savunllah. 

Yours, truly, 
H. W. HALLECK, 

Jlfajol'-Oencl'a.l a.nd Oh'ief of Staff. 

Hl;;AllQFA.RTERS MILITARY HIVISlON OF THE ' ~IISSI::;::;IPPI, 
][in[J'.~ Bridge, Di:eember j(i, 18M. 

MH;j. Gell. W. T. SI-IER:lIAN: 

G1!~NlmaL: The mail-boat and General Foster's steamer, neither 
cnpable of Carl'yillg :my freight, are the ollly vessels that have a.rrived 
here as yet. These boats report only six fept ",n,ter on the bars below 
this pIneo at, low tide. 1 fear the steamers allll other vessels below, 
which contaill Olll' sllpplies, elraw too lllueh water to get np. J will go 
dOWJl the river ill the 1lI01'1Iing- amI lighten up the tntllSpOl'ts, alit! do 
evr.rythillg else that can be. done to get supplies to this point. 

Very respectfully, your ooedient s(:rVltllt, , 
L. C. BASTON, 

Ckief QU(I.rt.el"lll((ster. 

SPECIAL tRDQRS. MIL. l>lV. OF TIm IVlIsSISSIPPI, 
FIEL~ OR~ERS, <' [n the Pield, neal' Savanna.h, G~., )' 

~o. 13':3. J December 1v, 1804. 
I. Capt. O. 1\'[. Poe, chief engineer, will canse all the railroads lead

ing out of Savanna.h to be most thorougbly destroyed-the Cllal'leston 
road as far a,s anel, if p08si1>le, iucluding tbe bri(lge over Sa-vanllah 
Hiver; t.he Macoll 1'0:)(1 as far as Station l~; and the .Gulf road as far 
as ancl indllding the Ogeeebee H.iver bridge. 

II. Major·General Howard will dispa.tch twodivisiolls, without wagons, 
to destroy the Gulf road as fill' as the AltaUlalla H.iver 1>rillge, and 
exhaust tile coulltry in that direetion of supplies. General Kilpatrick 
with his mtvall'Y will cover this working foree, and co·operate with it. 
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ion t~) destroy the Gnlf road from Station ;3 to the Altamaba River, 
aud one brigade of Gcnel'al Smith's division tl) Kin )"s Bridge to unload 
tr<Ln:,;ports. 

Very respeetfully, yonr obedient servant, 
FRANK P. BLAIR, JR., 

Major- Uene/·nl. 

SPECIAL ORDERS, .} lIDQRS. BEVENTEEN'fH AUMY COHPS, 

No. 308. Nem' Sa vIIl/nah, Gn., DecmnlJer 16, 1864. 


I. Brig. Gen. G. A. Smith, cOlllmanding .Fourth Division, will send 
the I"irst Brigade of' his command, Col. B. F. Potts commanding, to 
encamp at King's Bridge. 1'hey will proceed there forthwith, Hud 
rel)ort to General Easton, cbief qnartermaster Military Divisioll of the 
Mississippi. 

]1. Lieut. Col. A. Hickenlooper, assistant inspeetor-general, Seven
teenth Army Corps, is hereby placed in charge of the building of' tbe 
wharf' at King"s Bridge. The First .l\'lissouri Engineers, IJieutenallt
Colonel Tweeddale commanding, will report to him for orders. 

111. Iu compliance with Special Field Orders, No. 196, department 
headquarters (copy inclosed),· Ma:jor-General Mower, commanding First. 
])ivision, will move the two brigades of !Jis command now in camp to 
a poi lit twenty miles west of the Ogeechee Hiver, on t!Je Gulf road, and 
will, in concert with General Kilpatriek, destroy the road from there to 
and iucluding the bridge over the Altamaha Hiver. He will take with 
him oue sectioll of artillery, and will leave in camp his transportation, 
moving as lightly a.s possible. He will take tl1ree days' rations, and will 
live as far as possible off the country. 

• • 'Ii' " • • • 

V. Col. George R Spencer, commanding First Alabama Cavalry, 
will, at 7 a. m. to-morrow, move out on the road to Station 3, on the Gulf 
railroad, alld 011 overtaking' Maj. Gen. .I. A. 1\fower, commanding First 
Division, will report to him, and be subjeet to his orders during the 
t.ime General .Nlower is absent destroying the road. 

By command of Maj. Geu. F. 1'. Blair: 
C. CADLE, JR., 

As.~ista.nt Adjutamt- General. 

HEADQl ARTERS SEVENl'EEN'l'H ARMY CORPS, 
.Nem· Sll1·annah, Ga., December 16, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. J. A. MOWER" 
Ommna.nding Foil'St Divi.~'ion: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say to you 
that you will have to proceed without rations. You will be able to 
procure plenty in tl1e section to wbieh yon are going. You may take 
six wagons of infantry amlllunition. It will be necessary to return 
withiu the time limited, and to expedite the destruction of the road you 
can send the First Alabama Cavalry to tllo other end to do the work. 

Very respectfully, your obedient Rervant, 
·C. CADLB, JR., 

Assistnnt Adjutant- General . 

• See p. 730. 
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Sl'J;;QIAL ORDERS,} ffDQRS. FmsT DIY.,17TH .ARMY CORPS, 

No. 170. Nea.r S((,vannah, Ga,., Decembcr 16,1864.. 


I. III accordance with Special Orders, No: 308, headquarters Seven
teenth Army Corps, of tId::; date, t,he First Brigade, Brig. Gen. J. "V. 
Fuller commanding, and the 'l'lIiru Rrig,1l1e, Col. Johll Tillson COl\l
Illandillg, and oue section of Battery C, First Michigan Artillery, of 
tIJis commalld, will be prepa,red to march immediately. TlIe troops 
will move light. One ambulance and olle wagon will be takell by each 
reo·illleJlt. The artillery will take one wagon-load of ammnnition. No 
ottter wagon::; allowed. l.'hree days' rations will be drawu UpOll the 
arrival of tlle troops at the river. 

Ill. Lient. William K Ells, acting commissary of subsistence of this 
divi::;i'oJJ, will remain back in his present camp; bnt should supplies 
H1'I'ive here for the troop!> within tive da,ys from this date lie will brillg' 
the Ileces::;ary snpplie!> forward to tllis command wherever it may be on 
the Gulf railroad. 

By order of Maj. Gen.•Joseph A. Mower: 
. CRAS. CHHISTENSEN. 

Lie'ltt., .ilidc-dc-Oamp, (lncZ Acting jls.~ist(tnt Adj'ltta.nt.GClicral. 

HDQRS. DEPART)lENT AND .A.R)IY OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Ncnr S(tvannah, Gn., Dcccm.bc1· lU, 181J4. 

Col. 'l'HO)[AS CURLY, 
00mm(tn1ling at Che'ves' jUill: 

Tll e lIIajor-general comma,lI<iillg' direets me to instruct. you to cause 
to be procured from the ClHwes' and nil other plautatiolls Oil the river 
het,weclI Fort lVIeAllistcr and Killg':-; Bridge all tlle small boats of 
whatsoever description you Cal! fiud, aud send them to King's Bridge, 
to report to Lienteuallt-Uolonel Hiekelllooper, of General Blair's staff, 
01' otlieel' in charge of cOllstructioll of wharves at that point, with as 
little delay a:-; possible. Should there be more boats at Fort l\Ie.A.lJister 
tlla.n are lIeeessary for lise at t,hat pluee yon will take them also. 

Very respectfulJy, youI' obedient :;;ervant, 
SAl\IL. I;. TAGGAH'f, 

Assista,nt Aaj~ttant- (}cneTal. 

HEADQUAR1'ERS POUR1'EENTH ARMY UORPS, 
Deccmber 16', 186'4. 

Brigadier-General }\fORGAN, 
Oommanding Reeon(l Division, Fourteenth Army OO'l'PS: 

GENERAL: General Carlin reports that the enemy is working to 
establish a battery within range of the right of your picket-line, alld 
tlla t your pickets report that they eould dislodge the working party if 
they had not orders to hold tlleir tire. Please give orders to your 
pickets to stop this work, if it prove true that the work being erected 
is within range. . 

Yours, very respectfully, 
JEF. C. DAVIS, 

Bl'cnct Jlajol" Genera,l, Commanding. 
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[I udC)rSCl1lt!1l t·.J 

HDQ,RS. SECOND BRIG., 8ECOND DIV., 14TH AR1UY CORPS, 
lV-ear 8(~1; ((:nll((h, Ga., D ecmnber 16, 186'4. 

Hes).l(letfully rctul'l1ecl to Brig. (Jell ..Tallles n. Morgau, with the state
ment that the pickets of this brigade have at no time been ordered to 
hold their fire at all times, but, on the contrary, to fire 1Ipon the enemy 
wheuever, ill their judgment, t,hcil' fire could be made effective and 
good accom plishecl . 
. I have the honor to be, general, very rcspeetti1lly, your obedient. 
servaut, 

JOHN S. PEARCE, 
L 'icnicnant- Colonel, Cmmnanding Brigade. 

HEADQUAR'l'EH.S 'fWEN'l'IE'l'H CORPS, 
Ken?' Savaunnh, Ga.. , Dcecmbe/' 16, 1864. 

Col. E. A. CARMAN, 
Commanding Bt'igade: 

COLONEL: The brigadier-geneml commanding the corps directs that 
yon cross your eomllland to the South Ca,rolina side of the Sa.vannah 
River to-morrow morning'. You will conuncuce the movement before 
daylight. He directs that. you nse at .first, until [L sufficient number of 
troops have been crossed to drive a.way or I:lilence the hattery, only the 
small boats; as soon a.s it is sate to do so, you will use the flat-boats and 
lHtI'g-es. TIe further diredH that you have the secoud piece of artillery 
crossed to-nigltt and put ill position ncar where the one is that was 
crossed to-day. He also dircds tllat you hfL' e all the fiat-boats, barges, 
&c., taken aronnd to the north Hide of the island to-niglIt, so that they 
may be in readiness to Cl'(HiS the troopH. He a,]so directs that, after 
you lllwe crossed, you occupy and llOlcl a position lIear the river, not 
attempting to advance fa.r into the country. 

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. PERKINS, 

Assisf(wt .i1iljutam,t- General. 

HEA.D(~UAR'l'mtl:; TWRN'ITEl'li CORPS, 
},()((/' Savannah, Oa,., D ecember .16,1864. 

Brigadiel'-(-}ellel'nl ,fACKSON, 
(Jo1n1ll((.ndin[J Pi1'8t D 'i1yis'io/l: 

GENERAL: III aecol'(lanee with I.lil'e( ~tiollS from the brigadier-general 
commanding' tIle corps, the order for Colonel Carman to cross liis 
briga.de to the South Carolina, side of the Sava,nnah H,ivcl' to-morrow 
mOl'lling is herehy coulltermanded. 'fhe general commanding direc;ts 
tha t yon liave him send over a forc(·~ of no or 100 mell, in small boats, W 
effect. a lodglllcut, it' possible, and feel the enemy's position. He wishes 
11im to take onl.Y sHeh force as call be l'mulily brought back in case the 
enemy is too strong for thelll.He also desires that Colonel Carman 
will send recollllOiterillg parties up t.he islaJl(l, to examiue the country 
and channel, alld !:ice if a cl'Os:<i ng can be effected fartlIer up the river; 
it ma~', perhap;;;, be well to sewl a RllJall hoat or two with this party. 
The two piece;;; of artillery will bn put in position near the mill, as 
directed in the former order. Thn geueml desires to have one-half of 
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the flat-boats Drought to this r,;ide of the island, the other half to be 
k ept, 011 thc nort·h side, in. the vicinity of the mill, where they call be 
sheltered as Illuch as posslule. 

'\: am. general, very respeetfully, yonI' obedient servant, 
H_ W. PERKINS, 

i tssist(/'Ilt Adjutant- General • • 

IJDQRS. SECOND BRIG., FIRST DIV., TWENTIETH CORPS, 
A1'gyle bland, Oa., Decem.ber l(J, .1864. 

Lieut. GEORGE ROBINSON, 
Aet-in,rJ Assistant .il(1jut(tnt-Gcncrol: 

SlR: I have the honor to report, t.hat I have made my arrangements 
to croSS Illy brigade to the main Sonth Carolina shore, if deemcd 
advisaule. General Jackson desired me to advance my skirmishers all 
the enemy a.t da.ybreak; and, I understood him to say, to_snpport, it 
with two or thl'ee regiments, if deemed advisable. I would respect
fully nsk~ if 1 succeed in getting' it lodgment wit.h lily skirmishers and 
t.wo regimellts, if I am to cross my whole brigade without further 
orders, or act all my .iudgment ~ 

J alll, very rcspectfully, 
E. A. CAH.l\IA~. 

Colond, Cu/lt1llanding BI'-iUal1c. 

CmCULA.R.! HDQR ·. 20 BRIG., 1ST DIV., 20TH Al'ti\IY CORPS, 
Ar,rJ;lJlc L~lll'ltrl, Gn. , December 1(i, l S64. 

This comllw,Il(1 will be in readiness to move at. 4.30 a.. m. to· morro\\'. 
Col. ·WilIia.m Hawley, 'nlird 'VVi s(;onsin Volunteel's, and Col. vViIlialll 
Cogswell, Secolld :M assad.lllsetts V 0111 IIteel'S, will mwh deta.il olle COIl1

missioned oflicer :tHd fifty elllistetllJlcn, under eoulllwull of a. competellt 
officer from t.he Thil'd \Visconsill Volunteers who is acqlmilltcd with 
the country on the north side of the rivel', to eross in sll.lall boats at [j 
a. lll. precisely; they will a(·,t as skirmh;hers. The Third \Viseollsin 
'Volunteers, Second Massaellllsetts Volunt.eer:'>, Oue hnndn·([ .':111<1 fiftieth 
New York 'Volunteers, One 11ll11ured and sevelItl1 New York Yoluntecl's, 
amI Thirteenth Ne~v Jersey Volunteel's will follow in barges in the order 
Hallled. Each regimellt wiII calTY two axes a.nd twenty shovels. l{egi
Illeutl:> that n,re not. already I;upplied ca.n jH'o<;llrc the tools by sending 
to these headquarters eady in the morlting. Col. vVilliam Ha.wley, 
Third ,Viseolli<in Volnnteers, will report to the COUlllIall(lillg otlicel' of 
the brigade, at [j n. Ill. to 'lllorrow, as cOInlllH,nding otficel' of t.he a.dvance. 

By command of Col. E. A. Canllan, eOlllluandillg bl'igade : 
J. l~ . LINDSAY, 

Captll.in ((end AdinrJ .ill1s'illtrmt AiUtttant- Genc·ral. 

HEAD(~rAR'J'ERS ])EPA.U':I')!EN1' O't" THE S01;l'H, 
Stea.1II.er Nemaha" Ogcee/tee Ri'ver, Ga., l)ecembm' If.i, 18U4, 

Major-General SHERl\IAN, 
Oornman(ling : 

GEN]~RAL: On my wa.y up to-(Ia,y I sounded the river, obta.illed two 
goo(1 pilots, olle of ,,-hom is 011 the Island City, and removed a pier and 
the bUl'llt rnbbish of the rn,ilroa.d bridge so as to permit vessels to pass. 
Between that bridge and this point there is only seven feet of water at 
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high water; up to the railroad bridge frOIl1 the mouth of the river 
there is teu feet of water at low water. AIL the vessels with supplies 
may come to the railroad bridge, but from there to this point lighters 
must be used, except at high water, wheu the light·draught steamers 
may eome up. The siege hattery of :JO·pounder Parrotts is in the river, 
three pieees on the steamer Sylph and three om ore on another steamer. 
Forage is also here 011 vessels, both steam amI sailing. '£wo large 
steamers and one schoouer with commissary stores aI'e also in the river 
comiug np. In going down I will emleavor to pick up on the planta
tions pilots enongh to plnee olle 011 each vessel, if possible, aud hurry 
them up. All of them sbould arrive at the railroad bridge at nooll 
to-lllorrow. The Sylph is of light·draught, and call come directly here 
a.ud land the 30-pounder Parrotts a.t the Ialldillg. I sballleave as SOOIl 
as the water rises sufficiently to proceed directly to Hilton Head, to 
sellu a steamer to Fortress l\[ooroe with Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock. 
After that I shall return at once. 

Hespectfnlly, yours, 
J. (T. FOSTEl{, 

Jllajor-Gcncml, Commun(Uny. 

CITY POINT, V A., December 17, lS(J4. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

The RichlllJlld papers of to-day cOlltai Il the following: 

The Augusta Register. n··ccive(\ this morning, says that it was stated in that nit.y 
on the 13th thM. th" Federllls have possession of the Savannah, Alhany and GlIlf 
Railroad. It is also sai(l that the.y ('aptnrc!l a pussell~er tra.in ()n tbe sallie. Among 
the persons tal,,,n was H. H. Cuyler, l'sq., the preslClent of Ute roal\. It is a.lso 
reported that tho Yallkees have pOR~e,;.~ion of the Charleston tlnd SlWltnnah Ra.ilroad 
hridge over tbe Sa.vannah River. The UlulI'it'ston Mercury of the day before sa~' 1l that, 
meantime, Sherlllfl.n has been pressing stmlflily towanl the city; our forces had fallcll 
hack to the jUlIetion of the Georgia Central and Charleston :llld Sanl.lIna.h Railroad, 
ahont three wiles from the cit~' . At this important point, which COtlllllUliUS hoth 
roads, General Hardee took his staud. It was e()lllidently reported yestorday, anil 
we think, that I:;horman's forees were in Hardee's trout" :tud th,~t a demand for the 
sUlTenller of the city h:tvillg IH11'lll:efusell, heaNY fight.ing ensued, aD (I was going on 
yestenlity. Of the result, however, if auy, no news whatever has reached us. 'Vo 
ma.y hear something to-lIa,\>. The community of Savalluah seem firm and quiet. 
For the present. the trains will cease to rnu throngh between the two cities. Gen
eral Gartrell sta,tes tlmt for several (lays he ohserved freqnent signals hetween the 
Federa\ forces toward Port I~oyal and Sherman's forces in the tlil'eetioll of Sister's 
Ferry, on the Savnnlla·l! railroad. The impression of the I:;onth was that Sherman 
was crossing at the ferry, and would eo·operate with FostOlJs forces ill opening the 
way to Port Hoyal. 

The Dispatcb, speakiug of the mid illto Southwest Virginia, says 
that: 

Information was received here yesterday that the main body had left the railroad 
at Glade's Spring :llld started town.rd the salt· works, six miles (listant; and that the 
RllIaller part,v, pl'cvionsly mentioned, had pl\ssed Marion aml were advancing on 
Wytheville, which is fifty-fi\'e miles this ljide of Abingdon . The object ofthispart,l' 
is doubtless to hreak up the railroad, and thereby prevent re-enforeements frolll heing 
sent from the east to onr troops at the salt-works. They will, of eourile, uestroy as 
much property as possible along their ronte. 

JNO. A. HAWLINS, 
Bri[Jadicr-Genc/'(~l and Ohief 0/ Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS l\:hLITAR y DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
II/. the Field, ne((1' &~vannah, Ga." Decemuet' 17, 18Uj. 

General 'VILLIA.M J. HA1WE1!;, 
Oommanding OOll/ede'l'ate lJ'()1're,~ in S(wa/t'lwh: 

GENEHAL: You have doubtless ob:sel'v('d frolll YOllr Rtaholl at, HWi\~ · 
new that :sea-going' vessels now come through Ossa1mw Souad ami lip 
Ogeechee to tho real' of my army, giving me a.bundant Rupplies of a.1I 
killds, alld 1l10J'C especially hea.vy onlnanee net:essary to the reduetioll 
of Savannah" I have already received gnu:-; that can cast Ileavy amI 
tlestructive shot as far as the heart of yOlll' eit,y; also, I hfWC for sOllle 
days held and controlled evel'y avenue by which the people amI garri
:-;011 of' Sa.vallllah call be sllpplied; aud .1 am thorefore justified ill 
(Iell1Hd"lding the RUlTelldcl' of the city of Savanllah alld it./S dependellt 
forts, a,lId' shall await a rea,sollable time your answer uefore opening 
with Ilea,vy ordllallce. Sllould you entertaill the prepositioll I am pre
pared to grant libt~ral terms to tile inllahitallts allll garrisoll; uut 
should I be forced to resort t.o assault, and tbe slower antI smer proces8 
of starvation, I shall then feel justified ill resorti II 0' to the harshest 
measLlres, and shall ma,ke little effort to restrain Illy anny-blll'lliug to 
avenge it great uat-iulIa.1 wrong. they attaeh to Sa,vanllall alltl other 
la.rge l'ities which have ueen so prominent in dragging Ollr cOllllt.ry into 
t ~ iviJ war. I inclose YOIl a, copy of General Hood'8 demand t()I' the Sill'

render of the tOWII of Resaca, to be used by yOIl ftK' wha:t it is worth. 
I have the hOllor to be, youI' obedient servallt, 

W, T. ~HBn.i\1A.N, 
MaJor- General. 

[Ine\osure·1 

HEADQUARTERS AR~IY OF TENNESSEE, 
In the Field, Ovtoucrl:.!, 180·1. 

To THE OJo'FICER COynlANDlNG U. S, FORCl,;S AT l{ES.A.CA, GA.: 
Sm: I delllalld t.he immediate and unconditional surrender of the 

post. and garrison nnder your cOIllmand, and should this 1>e acceded tQ. 
all white officers and soldier8 will be paroled in a. few days. If the 
place is canied by assault no pri80ners will he taken, 

Most respectfully. your ouedient servant, 
J, B. ROOD, 

Gentra./. 

UDQRS. DEPT. OF S. CAROLINA, GEOIWIA, AND FLORIDA, 
S((,1)((,nncth, Ga., DeeclIluc'l' 17, 18U1. 

l\-Iaj, (jell. "V, T. SHERMAN, 
Oormnwndinfl Federal Forces, nCCl1' Savannah, Ga.: 

GENERAL: 1 have to aciulOwledge rec:eipt of a comnmnieation from 
yon of this date, in which you demalld "the surrender of l:iavanllah 
and its dependellt forts," 011 the ground tha.t you have "received gUlls 
tha t can ca.st heavy and de8tructive I'\bot into the heart of the eity," 
alJd for' the further reasoll t.hat .you" have fol' some tla.yl'\ held and COII

trolled every avenue by wl1ieh the people and garTil'\on t ~all ue supplied." 
YOIi add that should you be "lorced to resort to aSRault" 01' to the 
I'lower au (1 8UI'el' proee:;s of Sta.l'VlI tio)), you will thnn feel jnstifietl iu 
J.'eso~'tinp; to tile harshe:-;t measllres, aud will make little etfort to restrain 
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,VOllr army," &e.. The po:sitioJl of f Ollr thrces, a ball' n, mile beyond the 
OIL tel' tiue for the lauel defenses of Sa vannall, is, at the nearest point, 
at least tim)' miles from the heart of the city. That and the interior 
line arc both i IItact. Your statemeut tha t vou ., bave for sOllie davs held 
and t;olltl'olled every a,vcnue oy wbieh tbe"people and garri:;;on call be 
slll>pliell " hi illcol'l'e.ct. I am ill free aull constaut commuuication with 
my department. YOIIl' denul.lH1 it)!' the sllI'render of Savanuah alld its 
depeudeu t. forts is re.fm;ed. With l'espeet to the th coats conveyed in 
the closing pa,rag-mphs of your letter, of wha,t lUay oe e~pected in ease 
your demaud is lIot eomplied with, 1 have to say that I have hitherto 
conduet,cd thc military operations intrust€d to my (lirection in skiet 
accordauce wi th the rilles of civilized warfare, and I sbould deeply 
regrct the ndoptioll of any course by you that may torce me to deviate 
from theBl in futm'e. ' 

1 ha vc the honor to ue, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W . J. HARDBR 

Lie1tw'nant- Gm/(Iral. 

HEADQUA.R1'EHS FU?l'EENTH AIUIY CORP:;, 
Anclen;On's Planuttion, Ga., December .17, 1861.. 

Brig. Gen. C. R WOODS, 
Comlll((1l(li ng First Division, P(J'teenth .111'my Corjlli: 

GENEltAL: You will ca.llse a detail to be made from yOill' command 
for the purpose of coveriug' tha t portion of' the Savannah road cordu
royed by piollcer COl' pS with at lea.st six in ches of sand, &e. Tbe road 
beiJIg' a douhle olle, tbe ta :sk of t.he several divisions will be as follows: 
1'0 the F irst Division will be assigned the north side of the road as far 
as the bridge; to the .Fourth D ivis ion the soutb side to the uridge; and 
to the Third Divisioll tbat portioll of the road cOl'duroyed beyond the 
bridge; and a.lso an ofticer of pioneer corps to superilltelld tbe extra 
working detail. 

• By order of .Maj. Geu. P. Joseph Osterhaus: 
F. F. vYHIT8HEAD, 

Assista,nt Adjuta,nt- Gener(tl. 

HEAD(~1"ARTERS FOURTEENTH AR)IY GORPS, 

Befiwe Sa11ml'nah , Ga. , December 17, 186·1. 


Brig. Oe ll. A. BAlRD, 

()uJll1nand-iny Til inZ Dil'iliiou, F01u·teenth Army Gl)rplf : 


The geueral eommanding direets that you detail a lal'ge regiment 
from :your command, with ill Htl'llctions to support aIHl pl'otect. the First 
~liehigan Engilleer :;; while engaged ill teal'illg up the railroad above 
::5tatioll No. 1 (or Pooler ), on th e Georg ia, Centra.l Ibilroad. lV[ajol' 
Yntel>, thc COlllflJallciillg offieel ' of th e Fir:;;t, l\Iichig :111 EIJginecrs , will 
be fouJltI at or IImtr Pool cr. Tbe commauding oflicer of the r egiment 
d etailed will see and con~ult with him ill regal'd to positioll . 

1 have the honor to be, genera,], vel''' respectfully, YOll r obedient. 
servant, 

A. C . .1I c CLU RO, 
Assistant .ildj1ttant-Gcncral Wild Chicf of Sta;tl: 
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FOHT 1\10~IWl!:, V A., Decemuer 17, /8(j4-; .30 a. 'III. 

(H.eceived 10.4() fl. ill.) 
Maj. Geu. U. \V. liALLl!:UJ(, 

()hil~l of Stal/": 
I bave the honol" to report my arrival here this lTloruillg at j o'elock, 

with dispatchctl from Shennall aud Fo!<ter. 1 :;clId .YOll ill eiphel' a. tPl
egnlIu from Foster. l. will he in \Vashington this p, lJI, with full alld 
detailed di tSpatches frolU Geueral Shermall . 

. INU. F. AXDEt:SUN. 
Majur anrl AUllitiona,l Aidc·llc·OallljJ, 8((({f' of General Jj'~stl:r. 

lIDQRS. UOAST DIVISION, nJ~PART.:uENT OF 'l'I-I.E SO UTII, 

_ Devea'UJ::'s Ned. ; d, C., ])eeClnuc/, 17, JIj{j.:1. 


[~Iajor.Genera,1 FO::;TER, 

Oom-mandillfl Dep(wtmtent of the f:)outh:] 

GENERAL: One train passed up yesterday mornillg; it cOIl:,;h,;tecl of 
two passenger and one freight car. vVe got a battery illto POSit.iOll 
last night oearillg on the bridge; bave Hot opelled with it, as we 
hope to catch a traill erossillg thi :,; morniug, The clIem,), have out foul' 
regiments opposite me; they have also one at l'ocotaligo, A t,rain 
was lying all day yesterda.y below Coosawhatcbie, but out of siglIt; it 
would move when we tllrew :,;llClls into the wood:,;. No deserten; this 
morniug. 

Very ret;pxtfuHy, your ooedient SerV:Illt, 
J.NO. P. BA.,[,CH, 

Bri[Jlulier- GIYner(/,l, C01mnand·ing. 

HDQR.S. NORTR'ERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF 1'HE Su TH, 
l"IltS'l' SEPARA1']'; BRlGAlIE, . 

Morr-is Island, S, C., Decemue1' 17, 1 '(j4. 

Capt. W. L. M. B URG-FiR, 
Assistant .11djuumt- General, ])ep(wtment of the South: 

CAPTAIN: I have tbe 1IOJ101' to infi)flll you that. the truce exitltillg' in 
ehadestoll Harbor; for the purpose of exeha 11 ge of prit;ollel's, tel'lnina t.t~d 
to-day at 10 a. m, by mutual agreement.. lustrnctions to that elred were 
furnished me by Lieutenant·Colonel ),11l11'ord, a copy of which I ha ve the 
bOllor to annex. '£bere is nothing further of illlport.alwc to (:ollllouui· 
cate. '['he eDemy remain quiet, as well as !IIyse1f~ not a shot havillg 
been fired ou either side sinee I a,:,;sumed commHnd. A slllall reginlellt 
returned on the 14th, passing from John's I s laud over tbe bridge to 
James Ishwd. ,[,hey are prooably the Forty-seventh Georgia, HS the 
men were heard cOllversillg ill loud tOIles dmillg tho followillg' night in 
the camp of that regiment-. 1'he only qnarter ill wbich the enemy ex· 
bibi tl' increased act.ivity is in the vicillity of the batteries 011 J OlIll'S 
Island, which ha\'e been erected for the purpose of eovering the bridge 
which crosses to .Fort Prillgle. Ahont 2()O men, illfantry, foul' beavy 
pieces of artillery, and a wag-on traiu were observed ye:,;tel'day erossing 
Stouo River froll! ,fames t.o .John's Island, mareiJing ill a· westerly di!'ec· 
tion. The guard at Cha.rleston propel' lIas heen re-cu(orce(1 by olle 
company of infantry alld one company of caval!'y, wbieh latter is doing 
outlJOst duty north of UJmrlcstoll at the distallce of severalllliles (iuter. 
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cepted dispateh). I ha.ve fonnd the Jort;s ill good condi tion and the gnllS 
fully provided with HJIlIIIllUitioll, having from 100 to 200 rOllnt/" per g'un 
011 hand; but the position bas been wca,kcned to a. certain exten t, from 
the fact t,l-mt all the booms in Light,lIouse Inlet" as well as ill See(~s .. ion
ville Creek, Imve becn (::11'1'iel1 away, and have lIot been replaced. vVith 
regard to offensive ol'cratious, 1 have to statc that the planking illtende(l 
for the completion of the plankway across tIle marsh OIl Morris Island, 
a.mI that wbicb ,ras provided Ji)1' the tlooring of t.he bl'iuge to cross from 
Cole's to .James ]s\;Lnd, have beell Hsed for other purposes. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of Y01ll' two cOillIDunicatiom; e1ate([ 
December 14 a.nd I;); the former with regard to the lU'rival of General 
SheI'lllau, and the latter tonching the commencement of hostilities a.t 
the cX]Jira tion of the truce. . 

1 have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obe(lient 
servant, 

A. SCHDIMBLFENNIU, 
Br'iflwlit'l'- Ucnel'aJ, Culltm((nilill{j Di.strict. 

(JON FlDJ~l'i'rIAL.J lIDQH.i:>. AIUUEf> 017 THE - NJTlm STATES, 
W((sh'in!ltun, D. C., December 1 , 18(;'-4. 

lUaj. Gell. WILLIAiU T. SUEl{)IAN , 
OmmnalUlinfJ JlIihtar'!I Diri8iun vi the Jj1is8-i.ssipP'i: 

lHy DEAR GENERAL: I have just received aml read, I need Ilot tell 
yon with how mudl gratifica,tion, yonI' letter to General llalleek. I 
congratulate you aud the brave officers aucllllcll ullder your commaud 
on the suecesf'ful terminatioll of yom most, brilliant campaign. I 
never had a doubt of thc l'e::mlt. vVhen apprehellsiolls for your 
sa.fety were expressed by tile President, I a.ssured him, with the 
army you had, and you in eummall!1 of it, there was no dallger but, 
you would strike bottom Oil salt water somc place; that J would 1I0t 
feel the same secmity-iu fact, wOllld not have eutrusted the expedi
tion to any other Jiving commautter. It ha.s been very hard work to 
get Thomas to attack flood. I gave him the lJlost peremptory order, 
aml had started to go there myself before he got off. He has doue 
nmgnifieeutly, howevCl', since he star-teu. Up to Ia,f;t uight 5,000 
prisonel's aut! 40 pieces of captured artillery, besides mallY wagons 
ami innumerable small arms, had been received in Nashville. 'rhis is 
exclusive of the ~nelllY's loss at Franklin, whiplt amount,ed to 13 gencml 
officers killed, wOlluded, and (:aptmed. The eneluy probably lost 5,000 
men at Franklin, and 10,000 in the last, three days' operatiolls. Ereek
iuritige is sa,it! to be making 1('11' Mnrfreesbol'ough; if so, he is in a most 
excellent place. 8toneman has nearly wiped Ollt John .Morga.u's ol{L 
eOlllmaml, and five days ago clltcred Bristol. I (lid think the best 
thiug- to do was to bring the gl'eater part of yom a.rmy llere and wipe 
out. Lee. Tbe turn ana.irs now seelll t.o be takiug has sLmken uw in 
that o)Jiuion. J doubt whet.her yon Illay lIot fL(~COlllplh;h more toward 
that result where you arc than if brought herc, especia.lly as I alll 

iuforllled siunc my a.rrival ill the city that it would take about two 
mouths to get you here, with all the other c<1l1sthere nre Ii)!' ocean 
transportatiol1. I \Va.l1t to get your views about what ong'ht to he dOl1e 
and what call 1.>e d(me. If yon en-pturc the garrisn!l or 8avalluah it 
eel'ta.iuly will compel IJee to detach from Hiehmoll(l, 01' g'ive ns nearly 
thc whole South. My own opinion is t)hat Lee is averse to going out 
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of Yil'o'illi:l, amI if the cause of tlie ::::;onth j;; IOilt he wantii H.ichlllolHI 
to 1.>e tile last place s lII"l'uIlLie red. 1r Itchas sueh view,., it may be well 
til illtlnlge llilll nlltil (\\'lwythillg" else is ill Olll' hallds. 

COIIO'l,';',t,nlatillg" yon and the army again npon the ;;plelHliclrosnlt or 
YOllr C~IIIJlai~'Il, the lilw of \\'hi~~l is I~ot read of in Pfl~t, histor'Y, J. SldJ' 
scribe lIlysl'IJ, 1I1Orc than ever, It posslhle, 

Yom friend, 
1r. '. HRAN1" 

I l ; /' 1/ tel/rtit t· (}elll' I·III. 

HEADQ U ARTBHS oy,' 'l'IIB An.:v[y, 
vV((.slrillgton, D eeember 18,18C1. (Via. Hilton Bead.) 

Ma.i. (3-('n. "\\ ' . T. SHm~!\[AN, 
Sa1)rtlMWh : 

iYfy DEAR GENERAL: ¥oms of the 13th, by lI'fl~jor Anderson, is jnst 
rce<,ived. I congratula.te yon on your splelldid suceess, and sha.ll vel'Y 
SOOll expeet to hea.l" of tiJe crownillg work of you\' lle,Y campaign ill the 
(:aptnre of Savalluah. Your march will stand out promillently as 
the grea,t Olle of this gTeat wa.r. 'Whell Savannah f:tlls , thell for a,nother 
mid sonth through t.he ceuter of the Oonfetleraey. Hut I will not 
:1nti(:ipate. General Gra.nt is expected bere this 1Il0rning, and will 
proua,bly write yon his own views. I do not Jearn from your letter or 
from Major Allderson that you are in want of anything whieh we have 
not provided at Hilton Hea(l. 'rhinking it possible that you might 
wHnt, more field art,illery, I had prepared severa.l ba.tteries, but the 
gTellt diffienlt.y offorag ing horses Oil the coast will pI'event our sending 
allY ulll('HS YOII aetnaBy need them. TiJe hay crop this yea.r is short., 
and the Ql1a.rteI'lIla,gter's Department has grea t llitliClIlty in procuring fl, • 
supply for our animal:,;. General -'I.'llOIIlHS has defeated Food Ileal' 
Nashville, amI it is hoppd that, Ite will completely cmsh his anlly. 
Br'e(:kinrioge, at last aecoullts, "-as tryiug to form a :jnnction near 
Murfl'eesboroug·lJ; but as TllOmas is between them Bl"eckillridge must 
eithl'r retreat or be defeat(~d. General Roseel'fl.ns made very bad work 
of it ill Missouri , :tllowing Prke with a. s lllall fi)l'ce to overrun the State 
and deiStroy millions of property. Orders have been issned for all 
otlieers allel detaehmellt.s havillgthree month!'; or more to serve to I'ejoin 
your arlllY via Savannal!; those having less than three mouths to serve 
will be reta.illl~d by HeneI;al 'I.'holl1:1s. Should you captnre Chal'leston, 
] horw that by tiome accident t,he place may 1)(' destroyed, and if a little 
!';nlt should b f' sown upon its ,.,He it may prevellt the growth of fnture

t crops of Dullifieatiou and secessioll. 

Yonrs, truly, 


ll.W. HAU.JECK, 
j~l((iM··GmlCral Ilnd Chili I~l Stc~ff. 

HRADQ1J AR'l'BRS l\hLI1'ARY DIVISWN 01" THE lIf!SSr.-·SIPPI, 
In the Pield, '/lell1' SI/VlIllnah., Ga., D ecc'lltbl3l' 18, 1864--R p. 'In. 

];jput. Gen. l. S. (-}lMNT, 
City Point, 1'rr.: 

nBNERAL: J wrote you at leugth by Oolonel Babcock on the 16th 
in;;tallt. A s I there in explaiued my purpo~e, yestel'(lay r made a de
Illal,,1 011 (J-eneral Hardee ttW thfl snrl'ender (If the eity of SavaHllah, lind 
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to-da.y received his answer, refusing. Oopies of both letters arc here· 
with inclosed.* You will notice that I elaim that Illy linef; are withill 
easy camlon range of the hem't of Savannah, bnt Gelleral Hanll~e 
claims we are fin1[" miles amI a half distallt. Hnt I, myself, have beell 
to the illterscetioll of the ChaI"leston awl Georgia. Central railroads, a.nd 
the tbree-mile post is but a few ya,nls beyoml, within the Jille of our 
picll:ets. 'rhe euelllY has no piekets olltside of his fortified lille, wllieh 
is a. full quarter of a, mile within t·be three-mile post, aud I ba.ve the 
evidellce of Mr. It H. Cuyler, pre, 'idellt of the Georgift Central H.ail
road, WIIO was a prisoner ill our ballds, t.ha.t the mile posts are measnred 
from the Exehange, which is but, two squares back fl'om the river'. Bllt 
by to-morrow morning 1 will have six 30-pounder Parrotts ill posi
tion, and Gencral Ha.rdce will learn whether I am right or not. From 
the left of onr line, which is 011 the Savannah River, the spires can be 
plainly seell, but tIle conntry is so densely wooded with pine and live 
oak, and lies so fiat, that we can see nothing from any otber part of our 
lines. General Slocum feels confident that he can make a suecessful 
assault at one or two point;s in front of the Twentieth Oorps, and 
one or two in frout of General Davis' (Fourteenth) Corps. But all of 
General Howard's troops, th e l{,jgbt Wing, lie behind the Little Ogee
ehee, aud I doubt if it can be passed by troops in the face of an enemy; 
still, we enn make strong feints, and if I can get a 8ufficieut number of 
boats I shaH make a co-operative demoIlRtratioll np Vernon Hivel' or 
';Vassaw Sound. I should like very nmcb indeed to take Savannah 
before coming to you; but, as I wrote to yon before, I will do nothing 
rash or basty, and will embark for t,he James River as soon as General 
Easton, who llas gone to Port Royal for that pllI'pose, reports to me that 
he has all approximate number of vessels for the,transpol't.atioll of the 
coutemplated force. 1 fear eveu this will east more delay than you an
ticipate, for already the movement of our transports and the guu-boats 
has l'P,qnil'ed more time tlHtl1 I had expected. We have had dense fogs, 
and tllel'e a.re more mild banks in the Ogeechee than were reported, and 
there are no pilots whatever. Admiral Dahlgren promised to have the 
ehannel bouyed and sta.ked, but it is not done yet. Wc find only six: 
feet water up to King's Bridge a,t low tide, abont t~.n up to tbe rice 
mill, and sixteell to Fort McAllister. All these points lllay be used hy 
us, and we have a good stroug bridge across Ogeechee at King's, by 
which 0l11' wagons can go to Fort McAllister, to wllich poillt I am send
ing the wagons not .absolutely necessa.ry for daily use, the negroes, 
prisoners of war, siek, &c., en route for Port. Royal. 

In relation to Savannah, you will remark that Genera.l Hardee refers 
to II is still being in communication with his 'Val' Department. This 
language lle thonght wonld deceive me, but 1 am confirmed in the belief 
that tile route to whieh he refers-uamely, the Union plank road, on the 
South Carolina shore-is inadequate to fced his a.rmy and the people of 
Savauuah; for General Foster a.ssures me that he has his force on tha.t 
very road near the llead of Broad River, and that his gUllS command 
t.he railroad, so that cars no longer run between Charleston and S~1Van
nah. 'Ve llOld this end of t,lle Chnrleston rp,i1roacl, and ha.ve destroyed 
it from the three-mile post lJack to the bridge-about twelve miles. In 
anticipation of leaving this country I am con tinning the destruction of 
their ra.ilroads, and a.t this moment have two divisions and the cavalry 
at work breaking up the Gulf railroad from the Ogeecbee to the Alta
bama; so that even if 1 clo uot take Sa.vannah, I ",iIlleave it in a lJad 

* See p. 737. 
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W:1\', Bnt I ~till hope that (~V(l1Its ",ill gin~ )I1(\ time to tn,kc Savannah, 
even if 1 have to as:sunlt wit.1t l;owe los,'. J am ::;atji~fied that Ilulcss we 
take it the I,nlll-hoats nevel' will, for they en-II malw 110 impressiolI UpOlI 

the battcries which guard every approai:ll from tho sea; and [ hfbVe a. 
faillt belief tlll1t whell Uolollcl Babcoek [,eaches you. ,Yon will llday 
operatious long cnongh to Cl,IH b1r: ',lie to slIcceed, Wit.h ~:lJVa,nlInb il~ OIlr 
po~~essi()11 a~ HOllie futnre tllne, If not now, we can, pnUlHh ?outh Cal'o
lill:t as she deserves, aud as thousands of people ill GeOl'gIa hoped we 
would do, I (10 silIcerel,Y believe that the wbole nite(1 States, :North 
alld Sout h. would J'~joice to have this army tnmed loose on Sonth (Jar
olilla. to (levastate that State, ill the manner we have done ill Georgia, 
alIll it wonld have n, direct a,ud immediate bearing 011 yOIll' eal\lpaigll ill 
Viro'illin, 

~ lltave the honor to he, your obedient servant, 
W. 'I', SHEIJMAN, 

M~a.io"/'- (7en.CI'Il {, ()o1ll1llanding. 

HF.ADQUAR'l'ERS .MILITARY DIVISION 01" 1'HE 1I'ItSSISSIPPJ, 
In the Fidd, nem' Slwannnh, (la., DI!(:embcr 18, 18(;'1. 

l\'T:~j, Gell, 0, O. HowAHD, 
Comma.n.ili-nl! A. rmy of the !J.'ennessee: 

GENERAL: The general-ill-chief has jllst retnrned f~om Genom.] Slo
en Ill':", \vbete he made a demand for the surrellder of Savannah, &e" 
wbieh wa::; denied, He wishes you to make t,Ile lIecessary prepamtion:-; 
at ollce for aFl13aulting the plane. He wii-ibe:o; to kno\\" ifthe crossing of 
the creek is practicable, and if yon can make a d iyel'sioll about J~oscdcw. 
o cllera,} Slocum has received his 01'(1er13, al\ll Gellera.l Davis a,Bd GeJl(3l'al 
vVilliams are ready, or nearly so. 

I am, general, with respect, &c., 
L. }VI. UAYTOB, 

A:i(7e-ile- C((1I!.p. 

HDQRf:i, DEl'AJtT:lm='l'l' AND AR:I'!\" OF 1']-m TENNESSEE, 
NcaF 8(1 'I'aII 11((71" (}a" Deeembel' 18, 1804. 

"'I!la:j, Gell. W. T. SHERMAN, 
Comma ueling J1Wiia,1'!! lHtix'ion of the JVnssi.~sippi: 

GF.l'iERAL: Your letter of d:lte just received. Ma:ior-Genel'al Blair 
tlJillks be can make a lodgment in his front, and has been directed t,o 
proceed as ra.pi(lly as possible with the prcpa.rations, {Il tlle other 
fronts lean a.t least ma.ke stro1lg demonstrations, If I can get the 
water transportation froll1 General Fo:';Uw iu time I believe the diver
Hion ,jn:st heyonJ Beaulieu to be praetieable-tha.t is, with olle (livision, 

H('sped-fully, 
O. 0, HOWAHD, 

;1f(~jOI'- 01:11l:m1, 

, SPECIAL) HT';A.D(iT ARTERS ])EPAWrl\IENT AND 
,Fn.LD ORDERS, ( ARi\IY OF THE 'fEKNESSEE, 

No, 198..) Rem' 8nranlla/t, Gil., Dece1llbcr 18, .1864.. 
I. Tbe prisoners of 'lar taken by this army, 1I0W in eha,rge of the 

several PI'ovo~t-marshals, will immediately be tumed over t,o lVlu:j. F, 
C. Gillette, provost-lIIHrshalFifteenth Army Corps, who, with it Huit
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pille Point battery, anel the plank.road hattery RllOuld.all be char~ed 
siulllltaneonsl,y. '1'11e greatetit obst.ach: to overcome pnor to reaclilug 
tile cuemy'ti work~ iR the e~lll~l , Whl~h IS represeuted by the fI('g'l'oes as 
l)eillo: about fOlll' f('ct deep III front ot l,awtoll's battery, but from five to 
:-;ix t~et deep in froB.t or the other t,wo. 

Very ]'c~pecttull.v, 
]\f. 1>. LEGGETT, 

Bl'ir/ruUM" GI:I1()/,1I1. 

J~. So-Lieutenant Hasler, Twentieth Ohio, now 011 picket, represents 
.inRt t.hi~ IJlOlJlent; that the en emy moved ~ cOII;,;id.erable body or troops 
to t,be Vl(:lUJt.y of the plallk·road batto8ry .lust before sUllflown. I have 
"ellt for him, aud if I tlllcl hi s statements of account I will forward them. 
I have not seen hirn myself. 

l\{. D. L . 
• 

lIDQRS. 'rrrnw DrVTRION, SEVENTEENTH AR:'IIY CORPS, 
Tn thl! P'ichl, December 18, 18{j-1. 

Captain CADLE, 
A 88i8tan t Ai.ljutant· Geneml: 

C APTAIN: 1 bave jnst had a t.ulk with Lieutenant Hasler, Twentieth 
Ohio. He says t.hat he clist.inct.ly saw a. large colnmll of rebel troops 
move down t.he big I'oad alld filn into the rear of their' works ill t.his 
frollt, alld t·he front of Gen eral Wood:;;. He thinks tllere was nearly OJ.' 
quite a divil'lion of thelU. He says he could see but one point. in the 
l'Oad, nud they were aboll tOile hour passing' t.bat poiut, and st~ell1et1 well 
clotheel, and all dressed ill dark clothing, l>lack or l>lue. This took 
plaee from 4 to i) this p. 111. He says that several :;;oldiers who were at 
the rille·pit with l1im saw the ·same. f,ieutenant Hasler sllstn.ius the 
reputatioll of <I, good offieer and reliable man. I ea,n liardly thillk they 
illteud a demonstmtioll upon LH3, lIcither do I believe tlley (·.an afii)l'd so 
lllfl,ny troops t.o garrison Ollr fl'Ollt. 1 haye jnst sent Illy ]lick{~t officer 
Ollt to pnt tho pi( ~kets and reserve:,; 011 the alnl't. 

Hespc(:trully, YOllr obedient servant., 
M. 	D. LEGGETT, 

R1·ig{ul-ier. (]cnC1'a 7. 

r. S.-The same officer says there waR considerable commotion ill tbe 
l.'nbel camp last nigbt, and he thiuks they moved away a portion of thnir 
artillery. 

~V[ n. J,. 

£lEAnQl lurrERS LEFT WING, ARMY OF GEORG-lA, 
DecemiJa 18, 18G-1. 

Maj. Geu. J. C. DAn~, 
CommandillgFollrtecnth Army Corps: 

GENER.AL : J preSlIlllc GeueraJ Shermflll called OIl YOIl to·day, and 
illforilled you of his intention to attelilpt to carry the first line in our 
front as soon as 0111' artillery can be placed ill position. I thillk every· 
thiug- will be in readiness within two days. The assault will he made 
sillndtaucollsly a.t every aeeessible poillt on the line. There are several 
points in front of the '1'went,irth CorpI' whieb I thillk can be m1l'ried. 
We are mftkiug' t'a:,;eilles of straw and ca.nebrakes; also praeticillg with. 

http:GENER.AL
http:clist.inct.ly


748 OPERATlm,s I~ S. C., GA. , AND FLA. [CIlAP. LVI. 

the pontQoIl hriclgcwatel'ials. 1'erhap:;; it~ woulel. ue wdl luI' Y01l to Rend 
two or three oHieer~ OVI' r to examinc lJleSll fa::;eint':-;, a;.; they Illay he n;.;e
fnl on yOlll' line. 1 hope every hrigade llomlllallder on YOllr I'rollt will 
lIlakp a 1Il0Rt carfd'1I1 (lxamina.tioll of the liues ill hi~ frollt, allIl be pre
parell for the wOl'k_ 1 Rhall onler \ 'Villiams to orillg' to the fmnt all of 
tlw brig'rllle 110\1' gnanlillg' Ollr real', exeept olle regiment. \.bollt olle
third of hiR eOlllrDalid willue 1Jp.ld in I'l'sel'vc atom pre;.;ellt lille. Work;.; 
liave already I>l'eli eon;.;t.rudl'll for all hi;.; art.illery. and I illt e nd lie ~hall 
u::;e:tll or it 1'01' tiftel'lI or tWl'nt.y IlIilllltl':-; bpfore li e :tdvrtncI';'; ll' i:-; illra-II
t.1·Y. I will try to :-;PP' yon to-IIIOITO\\' or nnxt day_ 

Yonrs, &l'_, 
H. W. SLOCUM. 

M(~jo)'. (hllcl'II/_ 

.. 
SPY.:CIA.L ORIlKHS, ( HDQRS. FOlJl!'l'EJ';NTH AR!"rY CORPS, 

( LEJ,'1' vVn-lU, AID1'i OP (h:ORGJA, 
No_ 20R. ) Before SO'l'llll1wh. 0(1., lkc('m/HT .1R, 1, flf. 

" " 
] 11. Fir:-;t Lit'ut. Stpplil'D C. Gl'II1)u, Battol'.r C,Fir;.;t IllinOIS Al'tillery, 

IR liere!>,\' appoillted ordnance officer of tbe eorp." (,-ice Capt.. Oeorge 
Est('p, who i:-; about to be nl1l~tel'ed Ollt of tile :-;ervic(·\), and will report 
to :;\'£nj. Charles Doug'litaling, dlief of artillery, Fonrt.eenth A 1'lIIy OOI'PR. 

By cOllll1lmul of Iht. "Iaj. Gen. J. C. DaviR: 
.A.. C. McOLUHG, 

A8.~i.~t((lIt A1Uu.trmt-O(·11I,/"1I7 and C/r 'ie/ r~( 8/((/1: 

OIlDlms.1 f(UQRS. FmsT 1)IVTSION , :LJ.TR }\ rnry OOHPS, 
.?>.'NIr Sr(.1·(('?wllh, (ia_, .f)N·(Ullbl'l' .18, 181;4_ 

Col. n. Mile:,;, (~omll1anl1ing' 'l'hird Brigade, will relipve Col. .1 . .H. 
Hl'ig-ll l'ull'~ (~CI·.Olltl Brig-ad!') qllietly aud without attraeting tIl<' llotiee 
or tlte ellemy at daylight t.o-morrow mOI'lling, tli!' l!.nh inRtaut. 

Col. .J. I-L lll'iglulIll, llpOIl being relieved uy Colollel MileR' COlllllltllHl, 
will encamp lti:-; hrigade on the groulld now occllpied uy Colonel "lilt's' 
eotrlllJalld, withdrawillg' hiR troops calltioll:-;I.\". 

By orde r of Brig. Gell. W. }'_ Carlill: 
n. w. SMITn, 

Coptll;n 111/11 Acfill!J As.~;.~t(lIlt AI?jllfallt-GClte),II/. 

CmCULAR·1 HEAn<;)UA.R'l'hR.S 'l'WEN1' IE'I'lT ( ;O]{PS, 
Be./i)'t·/J S((,IYlnna.h , Oa.., December 18,18(;1. 

Comm[Hlller~ of divi sions willl'eeOlllloiter by day amI night all roadR 
and appro[l,ehes to their lines 1'1'0111 the enemy's position, using for tId::; 
purpose genel'lll a 1111 lielll officers of the day and stall' olficel's. 'I'l1e 
ohjeet of t.hese exalllillationR iR to a::'CfJl' t::tin everya.venne to the line 
of the enemy's defenses. rrhe~' will Rlmd fo theRe heac1quartC'l's daily 
reports of their investigations_ 

By cOlumalld of Hl'ig-. Gen_ A . S. 'Willi ams: 
TWB'l'. P. DECIJKH.'l', 

Ca.pta:in anf I l()iinrJ ilssisfrluf A.rUufrl1lf-(}cncr({.l. 
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CnWUJ,AlLj HVQRS. SECOND BR.IG., l"mS'l' DIV., ~OTH COIU'S, 

.ill'!J.IIle Island, Co., Dcccmbcr :[8, 18(;4. 


Thi::; cOlllUland will be in readille~8 to move at i).30 a. 111. to·1ll01' row. 
'rhe TbiruWiscon::;ill Volullteers flllli Second l\la::;sn.chusett::; Voluu
teers will cross thl~ river to the South Carolina shore at (j a. m.; the 
'l'birteeuth Ne l\' .Ter"ey Voll1nteers will follow as support. Uo!. \Vil
li,lllI Hawley, Third Wbconsiu Volunteers, will take COlHllIatHI of the 
three rcgiIlll:'uts above-named, allli will reeeive lletajled illstl'llctiolls 
from tlw' brigadier·genera.l <:o1l111H1nuiug tllC divisiou to·llight. The 
ahove-nallied rcgillil'ut;; will leave their kU:1psack::; upon this ;;ide. 
They will caITY the extra tweu y rounds of ammunition UpOIl theil' per
sou". 'l'he 0110 hundred aud seventh ~ ew York aBd Olle huudl'ed 
and tiftietb New York Volu ntem's will r!~lieve the three n)g'i mOllt:;; 
above-llamed ill their preseut work at G n. m. Lientellant-UolollcI Sill, 
o!W hundred aud. seventh New York Volnnteer:,;, will leave oue eOlllpauy 
ill hi" pl'c:-;ellt camp. 

By e0Il1I1H111ti of Col. E. L Carmall, (:ollmamliug hrip;ade: 
.J. R LINDSAY, 

Capta,in anil 111){ ill!f .Lh~i8ta'ltt .il(7jutallt-GcIICt'(l.l. 

HEADQUARTJ;;n,~ 'l'WENTlliTH UOHPS, 
Ncar Sll'vanuI.th, Ga., Dccembcr 18, 18G4. 

Brig. Gell ..r. YV. (iI<:LUO', 
Cummll1ulill!} Secoud Di,v'il5'ion: 

GENGR ;\.L: The genernl eOlllluauding desir-es to meet yourself and 
~'onr urigade COlullJallllel's at these headquarters to-llIorrow Illoming at 
10 o'clo ·k. 

Ycry respeetfnlly, your obediellt :serv<lut, 
ROB'l'. 1'. DEUnEI~'l" 

C((Jitain ((,/(/7 iletillff Ass'ilitant .ildj-utant-(}elleraJ. 

(UOllY to Brig. (tell. W. T. Ward, COllllitalldiug' Third Division.) 

CO?U'1DENTIAL.] HDQRS. MILl'l'AH Y j )1V. uP TilE J'-Jrss IsNlPPl, 
In . the FilJld,lIcnr S(((cannah, Gil., December 18, 18(j.J.-8 p. m. 

M;lj. Gen .•J. G . .FO::-lTI<:H, 
C'omllwlldiny Dep((-rtmC'ld I!f the South: 

GKl\EI~AL: III compliance with the pIau I indieated to yon some days 
;-;illce,l made a delll<tlltl durillg' yesterday Oil General Tlardee fill' the 
:-;urrellder of the city or Sava,lInah and its dependent forts, alld to·day 
l'eeeivecl his allswer declillillg' to accede. You an\ aware that L am 
onlen>d to carry this army to Viqjllw, hy sea, but 1 hope still to be 
;Ible to get possession of Sa vanuall before sllffieien t transportatiou can 
l)(! It;!!l to euable me to cOlllply with lTeueral Gl'mlt's ol'ders. The 
~:O-pOllll![Pr .Pa !Totts which you sellt lIIe are now being hauled to 
"bat,kries llreparcd till' thenl, and in abont two days' tillle, if we call 
llo"sibly gd, the ground to staud llPOll, \\'e s!tall assault the enelllY's 
line:-; a.t 10m or more poillt,s. It is all importallt that, tho railJ'Oad aliI! 
j-,eleg-rnph wire should he bl'OlH\lI hetweell the ::-)avlLlIn"h Hi\'cr aud 
UhaJ'lestoll, aut! the very bpst poillt i::; wJJero your foree is represellted 
[,0 ue, Ileal' tlle TullitillUY. It :seeUli:> to llle that our opel'atiolls here, espe
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r,ially along the lSayu,ll11ah Hi vcr, Illust have tim \vu a wa.y cvery ma,n 
from that quarter that they I:onkl po~sihl'y tSPlll'C, anlla uold I'Ilph ou 
the raill'oad woulll pl'ouably deyolop a· weaker JOl'ee t.here than is sup
posed t~) be; 01' it lIlay be that yo u r,onld (lilliinish that t()\'ce and USc 
the ualnllce in a small, ha.mly rietaellllwlIt east of the Tnllitillllyover 
abou tOld Poeotaligo. I luereiy tb row ()u t these id cn.s, allll merely 
reiterate that it would aid ns very H1lwh ill this quarter if that fi)rce of 
yours be kept most active, morO oRpecially if YOII Rueccell in brcaking' 
the l'ailroallall<l the telegraph wire-the farther toward Charle~ton the 
better. Eveu if 1I0thillg better I; ;-\.n be ciOlle , let them ",ha,)e a way witlt 
their 00-pounllm' Parl'otts ant! break the road with caUlIOll balls. It is 
possible, as a, part of the general 1lI0vement, that I may send a force, 
ill co-operatioll witli the Havy, toward the Uuion plank-road, ill the 
directioll of Blllfrton. I \\'ill go ovcr and .,\ce the adll1iral again to-lIlor
row, a,ud it lIIay be tilat I will :;;ee you, as in YUill' last note you said 
that yOIl would ret ul'll again. 

lltave the honor to be, your obedipnt servHut , 
YV. 'I'. SHBn,JIA~ . 

.1II1jur- General, GO'lll1/Iw/,(lilty. 

Ib;ADQUAR'l'Bl~,S DEPARTlImN'l' 01" TH1~ tlOlJ'J'H, 
Hilton H ead, S. C., December 18,18(j4. 

Licut. Col. ,JOHN E. MULFORD, 
AN8illtant .i1.gcnt of B :x:(!liangc, C7t((.'/·l.ellt.on Harbor: 

COLONEL: General Sllermall requires for immediate and pl'essing 
u~e all the vessel:,; that hc eftn pu:,;sibly procure. lIe t herefore requests 
mo to reqnire of you, as a lI1ilita.ry lIecessity, nil the vessels of every 
description that you can possibly spare, and that you order thcUl to 
report to Gcnoml EastoD, a t 1"0 I't. n'fcAllister, in the Ogecchee mYel', 
as S001l as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obediellt servant, 
J. G. 1"OS'fEH, 

.11 ajur- Genera 7, Comlllll.nding. 

READQUAl{''l'EH~ DEPART1\mN'.L' ()F 'l'IIE Sm__ Tn, 
Hilton Head, 8. C., Decell/ fler 18. -18Ij~j. 

Brigadier.Golleral HATCH, 
C01wlII(utding Coast JJ-i1Jis·iun, lJet·r.a.ttX'S Neck: 

GENERAL: r reeeived your letters, and am pleased that YOH have 
pushed up your uatteries and, in a measure, stopped the ruuuiug of the 
traills. I am 1I0t, however, fully sati:sfie<1 with the damage we arc doing 
thelll, aud therefore waut you to ta.ke t.he railroad, if you can, and de
:;troy it; if you callnot do Uli:;, be sure alld secure :;lich au artillery fire 
as will de:;t.roy auy train that attelll])ts to pass. 1 think you call best 
destroy the road by crossing the TullitinD,Y with a. portion of your force 
and strikillg tlJe road uear the Pncotaligo HiveI'. 

YOUl'S, in lJaste, 
.1. U-. FOS'1'Bll" 

ilIajor- General, COJnllumd'ing. 
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HDQHS. SJ(YN A 1. DJ;:TA CHJIENT, DEI"!'. 01·' 'I'lm SOU'l'H, 
rTi/tllll HN(d~ So C., Deeembel' 18, 1861. 

Capt..J:E:SSE lVIERRI1.L, 
Chief Si!llHtl 0. tficcl' , Depal'tment (~l' the SO'llth,' 

(JAT'1'A1N: 1 have tile ltOllOl' to make t ile following' special report, of 
llut,y perlin'mod by rne, which resulted ill opelling (~OlllllJllllicatioll with 
Oel; crul Shel'lllall, in Og-cccbee l~iver: 

011 the llIol'llillg of the 12th inst.ant I waR ol'(lnrc(l by yon to accolll
pallY you on bonn} tILe U. S. revellue cutter Nemaha, to proceed with 
(Jelleral Foster dow II the coast., to P-IHleavor to OpCll eommullicatioll 
with (Jelleral ~ilerlllan's arlllY if it approaebcd tho coa;:;t. 'Ve left Hil
toll Read at 10.~~O a. m., aud proceeded thr'ongh the iuland passage to 
Fort Pula 'ki. Hel'e I obtaine(l twelve sigllall'ockets frolU tLe onllla.llce 
otllcer of tIle fort uy order of Gelleral Fostm·. Not beillg' able to. obtain 
any iufommtioll here we proceeded through Lazal'etto CI'ct'k iuto Was
saw Sound. I dosely examined the shore as we patised alollg for some 
indieatiolls of Geneml SlJerIliall's approach to tlw coast. AlTived at 
\Vastiaw Souud at 3 p. m. and pl'Oceeded outside. "VVearrived at Ossa
baw Soulltl, \\' ilere the U. S. stealller Flag WUti doing blockadillg duty 
at JIIouths of Ogeecliee, Vemon, and Littlc Ogeechee B.ivers. Here I 
was ordered by you to go Oil the Flag, and received instructiolls frolll 
General Foster to UHe every means ill my power to filld Gellcral Sher
man, autl to recollllOit.er thotie different riven; closely, alld to go lip 011 

the picket-boat, if onc was seut onto I then procc(~de(l Oll boar'd the 
Flag with Sergeant Hardy (~lId Private Smelles, lind was iutroduced to 
Captaill 'Villiamsoll, cOllunanding, by }\jaj. J. F. Antiersoll, (:hief of 
staif to Gelleral Fostcr. Captain Williamsoll pl'OwisClI to rellder me 
eyery aHsisla,nce ill his power, but had 110 picker-boats to sClidont, but 
as soou as the tug Dalldelion returned ,"ould let rne llavc her t.o pro
ceed up the Ogeech(~e and VenlOlI Rivel's. FLlIcliug I conld do nothiug' 
that night ill l'eeolluoitering, Iiuduccd the capta.in to fire hi::; heavy 
guns six times ill ra,pid sllet;cs::;ion, after which 1 threw lip several 
rod-;ets in rapid succession, aud clo:,;ely scanned the horizon inh10lld tor 
some a.1I~werjIlg signal. After waWug some time a titillt shoot of light 
was seen to arise in the direction of the Ogeechce River, bnt Hot being 
satisfied, I threw up two more at ouce, a,lI(l a.ga.in saw the respollse, bnt 
at so great a di~tance as to be almost incliseefllible. It was then about 
3 a. m. of the 13th justaut. 

The tng having returned, I desired Captain 'Williamson to scnd me 
up, but. liS Admiral Dahlgren desired the pilot to goo out- m'cr Ute ba.r, he 
wished me to wait until da.ylight.. At 8 a.. 1lI. I went Oil lJOard the tug 
Dalldelion and proceeded up the Ogeet:JJt'.c River. looking' closely in 
every direction wit.h my gla;:;s for some sigllal 01' sigll of General Sher
lIlan's army. We proceedell up the river to [t point jUi:it out of range 
of the rebel fort McAllister alld the Imttcries on the opposite side of the 
Little Ogceehep Hivel'. Here the captaill \\-as afraid to procpell any 
fart,her on aecOllllt of the cross-fire 'which tllC different fort s conld briug 
lIpOU him; bllt desit'iug' to recoUJlOitertheir posit.ion, I obtained the use 
of a small row-boa,t, aud, aeeompflllied by Sergeant Hardy and l>rivate 
SllIede;:;, aud f()l1r Illell to row, I pl'O(:eedellllp along the shore uutil 1 
arrived nearly ()JlPo~ite Fort lIleAIlistel"S gnns, alld ltad pas~ed tIle 
fortH on th e Litt.le O"geechee. Here I put the boa.t illto a. ~lIlall creek, 
where we were cOllcealed from the euemy uy the high grass of the 
nmrsh. 1. thell lJIade a careflll alld dose reconllaissallce of the lorts 
alld tihe SIllTOluHliug COUll try. vVhile 80 ellg-aged I was very muelt 
Hurprised to lind t,hat we were lIOt discovered by tLe ellemy; Imt I soon 
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SOIlIlU illto vYa~~i".w Sound, whpr!' we f\,\"ri\'ed about, 11 o'e1ock I-H.h 
iustallt, and fountl Admiral Dahlgren, who callie aboanl and remained 
fOI' an hOlll' 01' lllOrej a,lId then Henora! Shermall wellt a,bolLl'd the Hal'· 
vest }\fOOIl, the admira,l':,; flag·ship, lllllirctul'llcd with him to Ossabaw 
Sound ami to llis army, while we ntuI'lled to Hilton Head, wliere we 
al'l'iv~d at about 6 p. 111. 

In conclnding my report I take grca.t pleasure ill wa.king hOllomble 
meution of the gaIla,llt COllduct of botll Serg-eallt Hal'lly and Private 
Smedes, who accompanied me upon the reeonua,issanee, a,lId who I would 
recOlllrnelHL to your favor-able cOllsideration. 

I have the houol' to be, Cal)taill , very l'espec:tf'nlJy, your ubedif>llt, 
servHnt, 

UlWHG-E A. FISHEH, 
Pinst .T-iclltcnant, Si!lual ()01JI.~, U. S, Ann!l. 

CITY POIN'!', VA., Dcemn/)CI' 1.'), .18(;1-3.30 p. m. 
lIull. E. l\L STANTON, 

SUG"retary oj.' Il'al', W'wshing/o/l; 
On reflection, I tllillk it would have a good effeet to allow Sherman's 

letter to Gelwral Halleck, except such facts as refer to future move· 
ments, to he published. It is refreshi IIg to see ,11 commander after 
n. campaign of more than seven months'dumtioll rea(ly for still further 
operatiolls, and without want.ing any outfit or rest. 

C. S. GHAN'l', 
Lieutenant· Gencral. 

'VASIIINUTON, j>. C., December 19, J86.1-3.50 p. 'In. 

Lientenant·Ueueral CRANT, 
Fort ~l[onro(;, or City Po'il!t; 

Tlle ~tcalller LO,llise, about to leave lll'''e fol' Biltoll Head, has orders 
to touch at, Fort MOllroe for dispatches. As this vessel will proba,bly 
reach Shcrman several days before Major .Al.IderSOll from New York, I 
snggest the propricty of sending a copy of yol11' llispatch of y(~sterday 
by her. Coulll you not telegraph it to Fort l\1olll'oe ill cipher '? 

H. W. HA~.JLECK, 
ilf(~ill-r. (J cne1'£tl and Chi!'! 0/ Stajf'. 

CITY POJNT, VA"~ J)eVltm!Jcr 1.9,IS(j./ . 

.l\l:~i. (;ell. '<\'lLLIAlIl '1'. SHERJIAN, 
C'mnmnn(Zi'llf/ ;llifit(('f?1 1Ji'i'i.~ion I!!, tlte J1-i,qNi,~Nippi; 

"While North I mct a llI11nbcr of om ()ffieel'~ who had jnst been pa· 
roled from COIUlllhia" S. C. They informed me that they l1IHlerf;tood 
before leavillg t,hat OUl' l>risollel'~ who were ill the linc of your lIHtreh 
had generally been removed to Florida. If this is the ease Fostcl' 
might send an expeditiou to rescue them. .Jeff. Davis is sai(l t,u be vory 
siek.; in fact, deserters repol't hit; deMh. The people ha.d a rumor that 
he took poison in a fit of Ile"polldclICY ovel' the military sitnation. Of 
l'OllrSe 1 eredit no part of t,his, except that Davis is very siek, and do 
not ~mppose Jlis reflection.' 011 military matters soothe him any. 

(T, S. GRANT, 
Lie1tienMI.t· GC'/laal. 
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,VASHINGTON, f)ecemljIJ/, .19 1 (j4-L'2 'Ill. 

Lielltellallt.(~ennral (lIMN'!',
Commu'lldillg .iL 1'1nies Of tlw {;'nit.ed Stntes: 

GENEH AL: Hiltoll Head somc days sillee ealled filr at least six light 
:;te.alllel'~ to Lily betwcell tLe ocean tleet of steamers amI sllpply vpssels 
Hnd t3herlll<1u\; arlllY, 011 tLe Ogcec\.lCe. I ordered the steamers to be 
seleeteu from amollg tLose in the Chesapeake waters as the qui('.ke~t 
\\,:I\' of snpplyiug this necessity. I a.m told that, ~7esterday verbal 
orders, by yOUl' authority, ",el'e gjven ii))'bidcling the detaeiwlellt of the 
steamers. \Nhat sba.lI be dOlle1 The fora.ge anli Rtlpply vessels rell· 
dezvoused at. Port l~,oyal eaullot ascend tbe Ogeeehee. 

M. U. 'NI.EIGS, 
Qu((.rtcl'1lU1.stm'· Genm·(/,l. 

CITY POINT, VA., 1)CIJC1It/llir 19, 1 "04-3.30 p. ?n. 

(R,eceived 4 p. m.) 
Bv!. Maj. (t e ll. M. C. MEIGS, 

(Ju(t.1'te1'1lw,ste'I" General: 
~Jy order against senliiJlg vessels to Savannah wa.s given with the 

lluderstanding tha,t vessels were beillg sellt to move Sherman's ar.my. 
I SOOll leal'lled the facts, and directed tielleral IngalIi; to go on. 

U. S. GRAN'r, 
LietttC'lwnt· GeneraL 

QUARTER;'ITASTEH.·(}ENBltAI/S OFFICE, 
lVashillgton City, December 19, J86) 

lHa:ior·Genera.1 SHERMAN, 
C01/Unand'ing, at S((wol1wh: 

GKl'iERAL: T wrote YOH fully a day or two siuce in regard to snpplies. 
As it is reported that yon will not find light steamers enongh ou the 
coast to supply YOIl up the Ogeeehee, I have ordered six of the most 
suitable to be sell t from the Chesa.peake. The Louise, a very fine iron 
steamer, goes this mornillg, a.nd I write hy her unle1's Illy other dispatch 
may miscarry. 1 see you a,re aware of the importance of stripping 
yonI' army of all useless mouths. 'rhe only supply about whieh I have 
any auxiety is Imy; tbi::; we IHwc not heen able to proeure in sufficiellt 
qUHntitieR. There is 110 diffieulty, so long as the el'eliit of the Govel'll· 
IIlCllt hold::; ont, iII sendiug 011 everythiug' else iu ablludauce. But I 
hope tha.t you will get rid of every mille amI horse not absolutely 
needed about Savannah. 

• 	 'Wishing yon continned sueee:;s, 1 am, very trllly, yonI' friend. 
lVL C. MEIGS, 

f 	 (1u.((l'te t'//'II( IS tel" (;ener(/,l, B'I'evIJt Jllajm" (Jenera.l, 

1'. S.-Donaldson tdegl'<lph~ t,ha.t his orgaui7.ed CjnarterlllaRtel"S vol· 
unteers were assigned an illiportant positioll in the lines nt Xashville, 
whi(lh they held until Hood ,,'as driven ofl~ and that, t.his enabled 
'l'llOIIlH:; to put a considerable number of troops into the assault, who, 
but fi)l' the organiza.tion of these i ,000 qna.rterlllaster's employes, would 
ha.ve been required to hold the line:;. They also defended .Johnsollville, 
on the 'J'ellnessee. when a.ttacked by Forrest last month. 
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Sonnd intu "Va,.:~a,w Sound, wllPrp wo rHl'ived about 11 o'clock I-t-th 
illstant, and fOllnd AtIliliraI Dahlgren, \vhn C,tIlJe aboard anel relllained 
for all hour 01' 1II01'e; and then Ueneral Shennan went aboard the Hal'· 
ve,.:t, MoolI, the admiral'" flag-:;hip, and retllI'Jll'U with lJim t{) Ossabaw 
SOllud and to his army, while we l'etumed to UiltOll Hea.d, where we 
arrived at about G p. 111. 

In concluding' my I'l\port I take great pleasure ill making honorable 
mention of the gallant conlIud of both Sergeallt na,relyaud Private 
Srnedes, who accompanied rnellpoll the reeolluaissallce, amI who I would 
recolllmelld to y01l1' favorable cOll sideration. 

[ ita-ve the honol' to be, captaill, very resped-fully, your obedient 
sel'vallt, 

<;BOHGE A. FISHER" 
Firlit UCllte1lllnt, Sir/nat CI)'I"l18, U. 8. Ar'lnY. 

CI1'Y PorN'1', \"A., 7Jt~ctJ1nber 1.'1, Jl:ifif-3.,'10 p. m. 
Bon. E. AI. STA~TO~, 

Secretary vf 1\'((1', lIT ashingto/l: 
On refieetion, I tliillk it would have <Ii good effeet to allow Shermall's 

Jetter to Gelwnli Halleek, except such f,lctS ato\ ref{~r to future move· 
ments, to he published. It is refreshing" to sec it cOlllmander after 
a, carnpaigll of 1I10re than to\evell months' duration ready fOl" still fllrthcr 
operatiolls, ancI without want,ing allY outfit. or rest. 

U . S. GH,ANT, 
Lieutenant· Oenerul. 

V\7ASl-llN(,TON, V. C., Deeemba 19, 18fj.j~3.:50 p. 'In. 

Lientenall t-General 0 HA~'l', 
Fort jlJo1/?'o(;, or Oity Point: 

The steamer Lo.uise, about to leave I)(\re for Eiltoll Hea(l, has oeders 
to toneh at For t l\1oHroe for dispatches. As this ve,,~el will probably 
roach Sherman several days before Major Anderson from :New York, I 
slIggest the pl"Opriety of sending a copy of your rli,.:pakh of yesterday 
hy her. Coulu YOIl lIot telegraph it to Fort l\1onroe iu cipher t 

n. ,.y. HA::""LEUK, 
J[ajo'/"·(l cucml ((1ul Chief 0/ Bfa.tf. 

CITY l'OJ NT , VA., I ieee'mba 1.9, 18(i-1. 

)I.:~i. (; ell. WILLIAM r1'. SHEIDIAN, 
C01IWw.n(Ung iltilital"Y Di1)i.~ion of the jlfi8.~i88'ippi: 

vVhile North I met a 1l11111ber of ollr otli(ler,.: who had jl\st been pa
roled from Columhia, S. C. They iuformed m e that they UlHlerstood 
before leavillg that Ol\l' prisollers who were in tbe lillc of your Iltar('h 
had genera,lIy been r cmovctI to Florida. [f this is the ca.se Foster 
might send all expedition to resClle tllClIl. J eff. Davis is Rai(t to be very 
sick; in fact, desertel's repo['t his d eath. 'rhe people hall a. l"IllUOl" that 
he took poison in a fit of dCto\polHlel\cy over the IIlilitary Hitnation. Of 
COUl'se 1 credit no part of ·tlti~, except tha t Davis is v ery sick, ,lIId do 
not §inppose hi s reflections 011 military matter" soothe him any. 

l. S. GRANT, 
L 'ie'ntena.nt· (Jelleral. 
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\VASHING'J'ON, 7)ecem{II} /' _19 1 °(U-1:2 /11.. 

Lien tcn<LU toG elleral GRAN'l', 
CO/l/lIwncl-in!J A 1'1nie.s of the United St((.tc,~.-

G]<;NEHA.L: lliltllll Heact sOllie days ~ince I:allell fill' at least six light 
steamen; to ply uetween the oeean fleet of steamers and snpply vessels 
aud 8herllIall's army, on the Ogeedlee. I ordCl'Cl1 tho steamen; to be 
selceted {'rolll ~\.I110Ilg those in the Chesape.ake wat.ers as the quieke::;t 
wav of supplying this necessity_ I am tolll that :yei'iterday verbal 
orders, by your a.utllOrity, were given l'orbillcling" the I]etaehment of the 
steamer:;:. Wha t sb a ll be dOlle ~ The forage anll Imp!,ly yessel::; rell
llezvollsell at, Port Royal ealll10t asceud the Ogeedlee. 

l\'[. C. l\lEIGS, 
(/UI/./·tc/,1nU8tm'- General. 

CITY POIN'l', V A.., Dce(}'/nberLD. 1864- 3 .. 30 1). 1It. 

(Reccivell ,1 p. ill.) 
Bvt. lVla:j. Ueu. 1\'1. C. l\'l)"';IG~ , 

(Jua1'tcrma.8tm--Genel'a./ .
M.y order against sendiug vessels to Savalllluh was given with the 

lIUllerstallllillg" that vessels were beillg sent to move Sherma,u's arIlly. 
1 soon leamed the facts, aud directed Uellerallngalls to go on. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 

.1 
(lUARTER1rAS'J'Elt-U)~NEltAI}S OF.FleE, 

lVa8h'in!J/'un GUy, D ecembc1" 19, lSU'4 
n1a.ioI'-General SHEIDrAN, 

Cmnrnandin{J, at Savanllah.
GE:\,ERAL: T wrote J'on fully a. day oe two sillce illl"egar'll to snpplies. 

As it is reported that yon will not find ligh t ::;temnel'S enongh ou the 
coast to snpply J'ou up the Ogeeehee, I have ol'rlercI] ::;ix of the most 
tluitable to be sent from the Oltesapeakl ~ . The LoniBe, a ,"cry fine iron 
steamer, goes this mornillg, Hnd I write uy Iter unless Illy other dispatch 
may mi::;ca,rry. 1 see you are a.ware of the importance of stripping 
yonI' a.rmy of all useless months. 1'ho only sllpply abont which I have 
any auxiety i::; ha,y; this we have uot been able to lWocUl'e in sufficient 
quantities. There is uo LlifIleulty, so long' as the eretli t of the Govern
meut holds out, iii sending on everything el::;e in aUulIllance. But I 
hope that you will get rid of every mule aud horse Ilot absolut.ely 
ueeded about Savannah. 

V{ishing' YOH eontilllH~(1 ~lle(:css, I am, very truly, yonr friencl, 
1\'1. (;. MEIGS, 

quartermaster- Gcnlw(tl, B,·m;ct. ]Ifajar- Oencral. 

1'. S.-Donalll::;oll tdegraplJs that his orga.nized CjLUlrtermastmJs vol
unteers were asxiglled all illl}1ortant pOflitioll in t,he lines at Nashville, 
wllich they held lllltil Hood was driven ott', aud tllat this enablel] 
Thomas to put a considerable llnrnbel' of troops into the assault, who, 
bllt for the organizatioll of these 7,000 quarterlllaster's employes, would 
have Leen required to hold the lines. They also dettlllded ,fohnsollville, 
ou the 'J'euuessec. wlleu attacked by .Forrest last mouth. 
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HJ::A.V<-l 	 'AH.'l'EU::; MILITAHY J)lVLSWN OF TIn; :\[r,·.'I ' 11'1'1. 
Tn the Field, Hcwr S((.1'lI'1t1t{(/t, (la., Decem.ber I fJ , :1 '(M , 

Maj. Gell. O. O. HowAnn, 
Cu'/ltlll((.ud·iny A T'IIIy u/ till: Tell'nC88/J(;: 

Gl';Nl!;ltAL: The geucl'al·in-ellief has gOlle to the Ba.y. lie wishcs 
YOII to 11llSh the prepaTatiolls for at,tacking Sava,lInalJ with all posRible 
speed, bllt to await orden; for the attaek. Hp will 8et~ ncneral Foster 
and the admiral hefore retnl'llin o ', flt:!1 will get co-operation from both 
if possible. Should anything' occur t,hat you would like to ( ~oll1llHl1li
ca,te to the gelleral I will forward for ~'()l1. 

I am, genera), wit,h respect, 
L. 	M. DA YTON, 

A.'ide-dc- Camp. 

HEADQUARTER,S MILl'l'AH,Y HIVISlOK OF THE MIS:sIS.'II'PJ. 
In the l'idrl, Kill!J'8 Rdrl!lC, Ga.., Decembcr i f), 18G4.-i.'2 'III. 

M~~jm'-neneral HOWAun, 
Comm{(nding Bight TViny, 

Major-Hcnera] SLOCUM, 
C01nm(tncZinr! Left Winr!: 

Gl!;NBlUL: The general-in-ehiof directs me to address yon the fol
lowing not.e fOI' yonr joint informat.ion <1.1\(1 dil'ectiou : 

011 arrival a.t the hridge I founel Colouel Polts ' urigade relieved by two regilllCllts 
of General Spragne'R, containing less than liOO men . TtH'se are illRltlne ieut. I hal'e 
ordered General Spragne back to his importaut post between Big rtlllll.i t tle Ogee
chee, and Colonell'otts' briga.de to remain for the present. As a p(' l'Il1anellt work
ing party at King's lll'i<lge, the fairest way will he for each corps to ""oil a regiment, 
of an a.verage stl'ength of 3GO mell , 'lIltL eaeh wing a working pa.rty of negroes, 100 
cacho to report to Colollel lleekwith, chief cOlllmissary. Pl ease mak e your orders 
accordingly, and when t.hey ha.ve anive<l Colone l Potts' hrigade will be returned to 
Us proper dil'is iou. I llIa.y be absent, say, olJe or t wo da.ys. You had better let 
Ucnl'rai Sprague have a battery of fonr gnn,. 

I have the honor to be, respeetflllly, youI' ouedi(~ltt servaut, 
lLE~R,Y HITCnUOCK, 

l11ajor /InrI Ass'ist(('lIt A(~j/ltant- Oeneral. 

SPECIAL 
FIELD- OIWEW

~o. HI!). 
::, 

) 
C 
~ 

HEADQUARTERS DEPAltT}\'lEN~' AND 
.ARMY OP THE TENNE~:;;EE, 

lYear Sarannah, G(~., Deemnber 1!J, 1 ~G.J.. 
::f. * 

IT. Lioutena.nt-Colonel 'J\\'eeddalc, cOll1l1liLndingFirst. Hegilllcnt )lis
souri Eng'ineel's, will forth with se t1(1 ODe company to Fort .i\1cAJlist,er, 
to report to Capt. C. B. neese, dtief eng-incer. 

" 	 ;; 

IY. 'rho major-g('nerals eonllnanding 'Fifteenth aml Seventeenth 
Corps will each ca.use to lIe immediately sen t 1'1'0111 their c0111mmHl Ol1e 
r(~g'ime11t, of <111 Hvera.p;c strength of 350 .Incn, amI a working party of 
fift,y negl'oCi:;, to report to Colonel Beckwith, chief (~ornmi8s;u'Y, at the 
la.mliug at King'::; Bridge. A similar lletaU from the Left vYing has 
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:-;011 directed General Sprague, who ha.d arrived here to relieve you, 
to return with his (Jollllllallll. You will, therefol'l', adbere to t.he ol·tler 
of Ma.ior-General Sherlllan given you this lUol'lling in writing. 

By command of Maj. (Tell. \.y. '1'. Sllerman: 
A. BEUKWITlJ, 

Cui., A ide.dc-Cam1) and A.ot!). Chief (/'1'1111'. ,lin . .oil'. tlf tlw iJfis.~, 

BEADQ1. AR'J'ER.S IVIILI'I'ARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the Field, 110((1' S((.'t,a7I11ah , Ga., Docember 19, 1804.. 

Major·Genera.1 SLOCUlH, 
O()'}nm.a·/uli?1!l Lcj~ Wing: 

GENlmAL: The general.ill-chief has gone to the Bay. Be directs me 
to fllrther instruct you to lHlsh t he preparat.ions fol' the attaek of the 
defenses of Sfl-Vannah as rapidly ns possible, and then await further 
direct-ions befol'e doing lIIore. De will endeavor to g'et co· operation 
frOl1l Admiml Dablgren amI General Foster, with ",110m he will cou
fer before returning. If, in the mmtlltillle, 1Luythillg should ocellI' that 
yon would wish to comllluuicate to biUl, please :send to lUe and .I will 
forward. 

I am, genera.l, wit,h respeet., 
L }\L DAYTON, 

A ide· de- Oamp. 

HEADQUARTERS' LEF1' ,VrNG, ARMY OF GEORGIA, 
Be/ill'c .')(wannah, Ga., Decembel' 1.9, 18u·1.. 

.Maj. Gen. J. C. DAVIS, 
Cornmaniling li'ourteenth C01]),9: 

'rite major·general commanding desires you to detail one regiment, of 
at. least 350 men, to report to Colouel Beckwith, chief commissal'y, at 
King1s Bridge, for fatigue dnty, and, if possible, send fifty lIegl'oes with 
t hem, the whole to eonstitn te a permanellt fa.tigue party. General Will· 
h~lIIs wHl furnish a like (Ietail. 

Very respectfully, your obedicllt servant, 
H. C. IWDGERS, 

Ass·ista.nt Adjutant- Oeneral. 

--- ' 

CIRCULAR. I HRADQU ARTERS Fo Rl'EEN'J'H ARMY CORPS, 
B~lol'C Sa.wnnah, Gn., DecembC1' 1.9, 1R64. 

In view of' active opel'ations against the city of Savannah whieh will 
proha.bly be inauglU'ated, divisiou eOJllll1anuers will at onee prepare 
t·heir command:,; and hold them in readiness for an attaek. Generals 
Carlin aDd lViorg'an will make thol'oug-h reconnais~anees of the gl'Ollllds 
in their front; exatninc the approaehes of the enemy's works which 
give the greatest promise of successful assault, and make full repOI'tR 
to these headquat'ters by 12 III. to·morrow. Paseines, planks, &e., and 
whatever nUbY assist in the pa.:ssage of Rwamps, diteites, a.lId other inter
vening obsta.cles, will be imlllediately prepared . 

.By ol'der of Bvt, l\-Ill:j. Gen .•1. ( , Davis: 
A. C. }\fcCI~'UIW, 

A8,~iNt((}/t Ailjut((lIt-Ol'J/cnll l/'Iul Ohicf of Staif. 
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llli:AD~l JiR'l'E H s '.r"'K"'1'l1-:"1' 1[ CO}U':':, 
B C}!)}"I: SIIl"anlla /t, Olt., ])c(:()mbc)" 1.'1, 18(j4. 

Col. E. A. CAR"i'lA.l'\, 
()om'lllll nt/hi!! Secoud ll'rigadc, First Di-doivn: 

C( ILO:\1;;1,: 'l'lle gcn eral comnwllding (lireets ule to say that the piolleci' 
eorpR of yonr brigad e, with thdl' wag-oil, has ueen ordered to report to 
yon at once. He direttt< tllat in yom defclI"e you may make nse of tlte 
dikes wllPrC\'el' vou I~Hn. 

Vcry re::;peetf'lI11y, yonr obe(lient servant, 
IWBT. P. DECHERT, 

Capta.in (/'lld Acting .flssistant A(~j'/tta/lt-Gene1·((1. 

HDQRS. SEGON1) l~RlG., FlR tt'l' D1V., TWENTIETH C ORPS, 
1Jeeembe1' 19, 1861. 

Lieut. OEOHGB H.OHlNsoN, 
.rlt.:thll! Assistllut Adj'ltta.nt- General, First D'ivisioll, 20th Corps : 

IJTE UTEN ANT: I have the honor to report that, the enemy have ag-ain 
opened npon our force ~wr()ss th > rive]" with artillery; alld Colonel IIa\\-
ley reportiug t.hat it was imposs ible to holll his positioll without more 
troops, I llave moved the l"emaiuder of my brigade over, witll the 
exceptioll of three cOll1pal1ie~ of the One Imndred anll fiftiet.h New 
York Volullteel'i', and Lave esta!)lislHld my headllua.rters UpOIl the Sonth 
CarolilJa. shore. ! would abo I>ay that I ueed some intrellehing tools if 
I alii to remain there. 

Vcry respectfu I1y, 
Eo A. CATtMAN, 

Colond, Com.manu:inf! Brif}w7e. 

t (JIII!H·S( ·lI H~ lIt. J 

HDQR:';. Fm:4'1' DrvrsroN, rrWEXTIE'I'H ARl\iY CORPS, 
Deren/vcr 19, 18G4 . 

Respectflilly forwanl ecl for the illformatioll of tIle briga(lier-o'ener-aJ 
eOmllltlllllillg the eorp", with the request tha t a portion at least of the 
tools loaned to General Gear'y be l"etlll"lled to Colonel Carman, com
manding Second Brigade, on Argyle IsIHud. 

N. J. JACKSON, 
Rrigadier- (Jeneral, CQ1l11l1ancUng. 

READQrARTERS 101RT ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER INFAN'l'RY. 
N err /" S(I?)(I.nna./t, (}a.. , Deemllbe?' .1.9, 18(;4. 

Oapt. A. E. lJEF., 
Acting Assistant A(U1Itant- Ueneral, l'hira Brigade: 

CAPTAIN: 1 have the hOllor to lIIakc the tollowing report of tIle ex
pedition 1Il1d(w Illy command to-day, ill accnrdallce with tile ol'uer 
issned yestenlay fmlll ,YOlll" lH'adl] uartel's: 

The expedition, eOlll>ist,illg of two compallies fmlll eael! reg-ill1eut of 
the br'igade, witll olle wagon fl"Om cach I'cgilflcnt alld one "'ag-oll from 
eaeh brigade alld di visioll headquarters, lIumbprillg in all ahout 2()O 
mClI, started from the camp of tlif~ Olle hundred amI t1rst Illinois Vol
uuteers about 7 a. 1:.1. this morniug, ani} proceeded to j\iollteith, where I 
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detaelted a lieutenant ~1l1d fi ftrcn men to (:ome back on ~he roa.d with a 
wagoll "ellt fol' that plIrpo:>e Hlltl ga ther llP telegraph WIre. Tile expc
d ition thell proceeded toward l{ellou ht No. ], 011 t,he routc traveled by 
tlw Fourteelltb Corps, amI about 400 yards beyond tIle redoubt eueouu
tercel a rebel outpost, who fired illto the advallce aIlII retreated, aud 
lirc(l iuto them again as "'C advanced still farther. 1\'faking inquiries 
ileaI' mile post iii Ile3l'l1 cd that th e s\\'cet potatoes I':HI been carried 
away on tIle prc(:eding Friday by tlw rebels, and leal'ned that the rebels 
\\'ere encamped ill cousiderabl(~ torc . between mile post.s 17 amI 18. 
thcu turned off to the left, in the direction of the Middle Grollnd road, 
d(~~iu' llillg to stI'ike tllO road f(lI'lIlerly tnwelcd by tl1e Tweutieth Corps, 
bllt, ~\'as encountered by a rebel picket on the first road tl1at I come to, 
at. Mrs. Davis' plantation, a.lld upon inquiring of her I learned that 
t.here was a hotly of (j00 rebels wit.hiu a mile of her honse. r then turned 
to the left mill reael1ed t,he road we had gOlle out 011, at Redoubt No.1, 
wllere, finding 110 prospect of fbrage, I returned to eamp witllOut further 
molestatiou. 1. am glall to report that no olle of the expedition was 
illjUl'od, Hnd that olle prisoner w.as eaptured, wl10m I have delivered to 
tIle provost,ma.rsha I. 

Hespceti'ully submitted. 
JOHN B. I.JB SAGE, 

Lit:utcnant- Colonel .lOlst Illinois Vols., CO'lflllutnd'ing EXPCllit'ioll. 

HEADQUARTER:-; SECOND ])IVISION, TWENTIE'l'II CORPS, 
JYear Ba.1'a.nnah, Ga., Deccmbc'l' 19, 1864. 

JJic\lt.. Col. H. VY. PER](Ii\'S. 
. AssilJtant jl(~jntl/ni- Gcnc/'ltl, 'l"lcenticth Cmps: 

COLOKEL: In accordance with 0['(1el's receivel} yesterday, r have the 
honor to report that after careful investigatioll, r do 1I0t discover any
thillg Ilot knowJl before l'CspectilJg' the enemy's l)osition in my front 
and t,he roads or avenues of approach leading- from my line to theirs. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. W, GEARY, 

Bt'igndicr- Geneml, C01nm.(tn(ling Di'visioll. 

HDQI~S. SECOND ])IVTSlOK, 'rWEN'l'IEl'H ARl\IY CORPS, 
Ncar &1.1)ann([h, Ga .. , Deeembe'r 1f), 1864. 

Col. ARlO PARDEE, Jr., 
(J01nma.nding J?i1'st B"I!1wle: 

('m.()KEL: The gelleral eonllllaw1ing division directs that yon take 
{'hflrg'e of the wOl'k on I"oI't~o.~, awl push it ifpossible to completiOlI by 
IIlOl'nillg, keepillg as many mCII as eall be worked constantlybnsy. He 
wii'ihes t.he working parties thOl'onghly organized iu the most eflieieut 
ll1allller hefore dark, and tIle ofilccl's in charge of tl1em to be beld 1'0
Rponsible t,hat thcy do not neglect their work, as was the ca.se last 
night. The wol'ldng detail he wislJ es t.o ' be nnder cOHllllalll1 of an 
cnel'geti(~ field offieer who Illlflerstalll1s tl1e work. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. FOR.BES, 

Acting .Ass'istltnt Adjuta.nt- General. 
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IlnQTI.;-;. SE OND DIVY:-;WN, TWEN'I' m'l'Tl A RMY COlt ps , 
Near 'cwanll llh, Ga., December 1.'),1 64. 

Col. H. A. BAHNVM, 
COlllmmu7i11Y Thinl Rt'iuade: 

COLONEL: The general eommauding division (lirerts that yon take 
charge of the eonstruetion of Fort No.3, amI pllsh it a.s fa \" toward 
eOlllpletioJl to·night m; possiblc. lIe wishes the workillg- parties Lhor· 
oughly orgHlliz('.d in the lIlost efiieient maimer before dark, the whole 
to be lllldpT COHIJllalHl of all encrget.ic field oflkcr wbo lIuderstall(ls how 
the work shonld he dOlle. The ofliccl's iu charge of thcm he wi:>.1Ies YOII 
to hold respollsible for every llIall ullder their eOIlHlland, that they will 
Hot neg'loot their work, as was dOll e last Hight. 

1 aw, colonel, very respectfully, your obcdieJlt serva.nt, 
W. 'I.'. FOIWES, 

Acting A SI;'istllut A(Untaut· Geum'a I. 

TIEA])(,\HARTERt; DEPAI~T~IENT OF THE SOUTH, 
Hiltll'lt Head, /:). C., December 1.'), 18G4.. 

Cc1.pt. C. R SU1'El{, 
Chief Engineer ])I]d. of the South, Hilton Head, S. C. : 

CAP'l'AIN: The major·gencral cOHlllln.n(lillg direets that yon proceed 
immediately to the front, amI rcmaiJl with the Coast Division dnrillg 
it~ opcrat.iolls. 

Very I'e~pedflllly, your obediellt sCl'vant, 
VV. L. M. B RGEH, 

Assistant A/{juta.nt· G clwl'a,l. 

])ECEMnER ID, lS()4. 
[General JOHN G. FOSTER:] 

GENERAL: The lady who makes the inclosed statelllent is the 1l10::-;t 
observing pcrsoll T have Jonud, fwd 1 tllink t,llat hel' statemcnt is IIlOrc 
likely to be trlle. It seellls probahle that the people of Savannah may 
be able to IlOld Ollt fo1' thirty days. I thilll{ this au outside calculatioll. 

Respectfully, 
JAlVlES F. BALL, 

l~ieut. Col. 1st New York RngrN., Pro. J1Ir~"', 01'11.. , Dept. of' the South. 

IllIdu~lIr('·1 

l\:h·". Hodges ::-;taLe::-; that I'hcr(' was a large quuntity of ]H'ovisionf; in 
Sa-vannall wheu she left Oil the ;3d of November. She kllPW of t\\'() 
Goverllmellt ",tore~ 011 Broughton street, one over 1;')0 feet alld one 75 
feet; the lower 1:1001' was tilled with rice, hOllli II,)', lIIea I, and ba.con j 
there was :L great, qnant.ity. l'here was another store ou llay st,reet, 
where provisioll::-; WCl'e sold to tIle people. There were a. IInlllbel' of 
private ",tore>; tille(l with provisiolls. She estiUlates tlwt there is riel', 
hominy, and bacoll enollgh to i;upply the present arlll.)' and iuhahit.l1lts 
at. least two weeks. Tile people depend.ed principally on the lnarkets. 
'rhe dliefsllpply callie from the AllmllY Hn(l GnlfUa.ilroall. 'file eitizells 
have mostly pl'i\'ate supplie8 to a eOllsidera.ble amoullt. 1t might be 
that they could hold ont for n lllOlltll. 
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SPECIAL OlWJ,;RS, ~ HUt-luI';. C OAST DIY" VEPT. OF THE t;()UTH, 

:SO. 11. ) J)C'VC((UX 'S A' l!ck, 8. C., D ec 111/1(;1' if!, / ' lj'J. 


"" 
I r. Uol. E. N. Hallowell, eomm:lIlding t;ceoliLl Brigad(" will cLi"patdl 

the Fift,y-fonrUI l\lassaellu"et,ts Volunteer'S and the '1'hirty·t,hird 0. S. 
Colored Troops til til lower la)J(lillg", to embark to·night, a.lId will him· 
self report at thcl'e he:lllqnarten; for iustnH:tions. 

"" 

W. Brig. (k ll. E. K Potter will place a regiment of hi" (:ollllrlalld, t,o 
replace the 'l'lJil'ty·tltinl U. S. Uolol'erl Troop,;, ill the ril'le·pit to the left 
of the right battery, amI one, to rcplcwe tbe Fifty·fclllrth }la.ssQchnsetts 
Voinllteers, on the right of the SHllIe battcry. 'Ibis disposition will htl 
lJIade at oncC. 

By order of Brigadier·Geueral Ha.tch: 

. - LEONAIW B. PBHH.Y, 


• }Acu./.cna.nt ((nil A ctillg Assilitant Adjuta.nt· General. 

CITyPO!NT, V A., 1)(:cl:'IIII)/:)" 20, 18G4.-,'! ]I. m. 
Iloll. E. l\f. S :l'AN'l'ON, Seadl/.1·Y (~l TVa/": 

Uoloucl Babcock, of my i::ltalf, Ilas jllst l'eturlled from bearing- dis
patches to Sherma.lI. As he visited and "a wall the army with Sherman 
I have t.hongllt it l\Iight prove iuterest,iug to yon to sec him. He will 
leave in t.he ma.il·boat in the lllomillg- with a. copy of Sherman's letter.* 

U. S. (mAN'f, 
l,imticnant- General. 

HEADQUARTE~S AItl\IU;S OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Ci(I/ Point, Va., Decembcr /20, 1864. 

Col. A. U. MARKLAl'iD, 
Spcdal AlIcnt Po.~t· 01fice Depco·tlllent, Euta.w Rouse, 

BaltimM'c, j\{d.: 

[ wonlt! he pleascd to havc you outaill the authority from the Post· 
mfli::lter-Geuera] to go to Savanllah and arrange for thc regnlar trailS, 
mission alld distribution of the mails for General Sherman's army. I 
lIn(lerstaJl(1 lVIrs.i.\ful'ldalld desires to accompany.you; if so, sbo Ilas 
permission to go. 

U. S. GHAN'!', 
Licutena,nt· Oencral. 

rDECE~IBER 20, 18f;4.-I~or the" effective strcngth" of General Sllcr· 
Iliall's army, see p. 1v.J 

HDQUt:. DEPAHij'MEN'l' A1\']) AIDlY UF '!'In: 'l'ENNEt:SEE, 
jVe((:/, Sa:I;anna.h, (Ja., Dccember 20, 1864. 

Col. A. BECKWITH, 
JliiUtary Division of the JlliIi8 'i.~.~i)Jpi: 

nelwral G ilcs j\. SlIli th has bnt two briga,(les (Colollcl Potts' ineluded), 
and hi" divisioll has ue~:ll selected fill' ruakiug' a ioclg,)llellt. 011 the 
eliclUy'~ works; therefore I wisll to Ita\,' Co]ollel· Potts' briga(le rejoin 

• Of December 16, p. i26. 
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J:[EADQCARTEH.::; LEF'l' "Vn,G, AR;.\'lY OP l}]<~OlWIA, 
J)ecember /20, 1861--8 II. 111. 

Capt. lJ. 1\f. DAYTON, 
.ilide-dl~ - C((mp, Jllilitll'I'Y _/Ji1,is'ion 0/ the Mississippi: 

CAPTAIN: I am now fully prepared to exeeute any orders the gell
eml-in-chief may iSS1W. All onr batteries are finished, bnt the six 
~O-ponnder guns have \lot yet come. As SOOI1 as they are received I 
think I ea,n silence the enemy's gUllS and make a successful assault. J 

Jf you have any intol'lnatiol1 as to the 20-pounder gnns I wish you 
would give it to me. I have teams waiting fiJI' them. I have a trig-ade 
on the South Carolina shore. 

Very respeetfully, your ouedieut servant, 
H. 	W. SLOCUM, 

Major -Genera,l. 

HEADQUARTERS MILI'l'ARY DIVISION OP THE M1SSIs~rpPI, 
In the Field, December 20, 1861.-12 111. 

,Major-General SLOCUM, 
Com.ma.ndil1!J, tl:c.: 

GENERAL: Yours of 8 a. lll. is just to hand. 'fhe general-ill-chief has 
not yet returned from the Bay. I expect him this p. m., when yours 
shall be placed before him. Being five miles from the dock, and all thc 
staff with the genera.l, I am unable to give yon any information as 
rcgards tbe 20-11oundel'f'I, hut will try ~o fiud out, and will write you 
promptly all I can learll. There is no news, and no later papers than 
you have seen. 

I am, general, with respect, &e., 
L. IV1. DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

HEADQUARTI~RS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'nm MISSISSIPPI, 
In the Piehl, December 20, 186'4-5 p. 111. 

Major-Gencral SLOGUlVI, 
Commanding, &;c.: 

GENERAL: Uene\'ll.} Boward reports being ready; but the general-in
ehief IU1s not returned, and has not, to lily knowledge, authorized any 
orden;. We are therefore ill a respectable conditioll to remain quiet 
nntil he gives order's of execution. Word frolU King's Bridge says 
plcn ty of ra,tions there; a,lso oats, &c. 

I am, general, with respect, 
1;. M. DAYTON, 

Aide-de- Camp. 

HEADQIJAR'l'ERS FO UR.'l'EENTH ARi'IY CORPS, 
Be/oTe Snvllnnah, Ga,., JJecembeT 20, 186'4. 

Lieut. Col. n. C. HODGERS, 
A . .11. G. a:nd Chief oj Sta:tJ; Le/t Wing, Army oj Geot'!Jia,: 

1 have the houor to state for the information of the general com
mallding that the regilncnt required was ordered to report to Colonel 
Beckwith, at King'lS BriUgp, for fatigue duty this lllorning. Ettortl:l 



CII,II ', L'1. ] corw r,:: r O:\ DEJliCE , ETC,- :-;[ON, 769 

liavu lH'e ll IHaile tl) lilld lirt y lIeg roe:-: ill tlw eol'ps who eould ue ~ellt 
\yith the n~ g'illle l1 t , uut wi thont e lfel ~ t, "" a.1I t he 1I11elllployeti ll el!r()e~ 
Ilal1 already " CPIl se llt, 1';-1 ,1 ill lllllllhc l', :!llIt a large l'l'oport.ioll f,f t helll 
abltLhodil'tllllt'II , 

1 haye the hOllor 10 be, (jololld . \"1'1'," re ~pl,I't,fllll y . yonr o\Jl'llien t 
:-:1 ~ IT:lll t , 

,J EF. C. D .\ V Ltl. 
Itr" ni ,lil(jur-OVlu'1"a/. CI} 11/111. Itnli'iny. 

111)(11::-:. ~ECON f) IlIVL-,; WJIi , rlll ' H 'l'EE~ 'l'll "\IDl)' C OJ:I' :-:, 
;Yelll' 81('/' 11 /11/,011" fio. , j)('I'I'?II.!II'/" ;ll!, l S lii. 

Lil'llte llanl.-Colont'1 ::\ll'CLUHf:, 
. ' \.~ ,~t. A,IUI. (J ell. lind Chi(flJi 8tll.t)', I ilh .I/'I/I.if ('m'jls : 

:-iII-:: III l'oUlplialH:e wi t h I : il'l~ular h'ollJ eorp" Itl'"dqLla.rtl ~ r", d a tl'll 
IlCl'CIlIUer I n, ]~1i4, I IJa"(l t1w hOllor to r l"por t that 1 mauc a p e rsonal 
e :-iHlllillatioll o f my lilies with rei'cr(\IICll t o finding 1'i 0Ln l.' poin t fro III 

\\'hil :h nil a s:-:aul t, eould he llIade UpOll t he e nemy's works. I a.m sony 
to sny t hat [ Inl Yc 110 p la-ee f rOlIl ,vhi..tl Olle could he IlHHlc witll allY 
J'c a:-:OIl;1 uk hope or snceps~. Tlldosed here wit h plen:-:e tiud IllH,P* of Illy 
pos itioll', HUlillillg (liag-Olia.!ly across my elltire frollt is a Ileep amI, to 
.ill a rJlly, impell e tmule :-:WHllIp; 011 Illy left is th e Millctlgeville road, 
1'1lllUi 11).:' ll e,at'l y p e rpclldi c lllar to Illy fl-01l t; t.lJ e roa.d is eOllllllauded by a 
well- eoll stl'lwted tin't, with abat iJ'; alill o t hl'l' oust,m ction s ill frollt, the 
wa te r of t he swamp o'-er a.lld ;1('1'0";" the road tor f'om e eighty y ;wd:s, 
()Pp t h llOt kIlOWI1 . '1'0 ad vanc'e n eohllllll u y the IhlUk IlpOll t hi s ron11 
\yit llOll t a llY ground fill' de ployme llt, lllldel' a hea"y fir!', would be a use 
I( ~:i s d e l'i t l'uetioll o f li1i ~ . witl.lOll t a eOlTPspollclillg advall tage. 011 my 
I )ft is t he cana.l ; t he oilly approae h uy this tlallk is the tow-pa t,h, with 
ll11clollbled HIes, alld adva lll·e lwder b ea vy fire from more t han 011e 
ha t tc ry. r ha ve onlered a ::.;edioll o r Lieute llHll t :H.icll':s lmt,t e l'Y to b( ~ 
pla l'cil ill po:-:i t ioll 011 :\[ill\~dgoville road , a hout :300 yards from rebcl 
ba ttery_ F<lseiues are b eiug l5o ll s tl'lleted <1 8 ul'll erell, al so toot bridges 
across thp I·,all a,\. 

..i ll of which i" respedJnily s\lulilitteti. 
1 ha ve tho lJ ollor to lJe, cololle l, y0111" oueuiell t 8CI" VHn t . 

,J-,\~JES D. l\fOHGAS, 
Bl'irJac/.-icl'- Uel/ era I. 

I h:Anl ~ I ' AI{T_EH,:-: 'l'w EN'l'U, TJI C OH,l':;. 
Hr.;/i)J'(; S II V(('// /I alt. (f(( .. Dcccmbcr :JO; 18Ij-i. 

Colonel lit E LL, 
Camlllal/din!! P onioon T /'II i u : 

COL01\1,;L: I am directed by Uw urigadie l"- ge lll'ral I ~ol\llllallllillg (;\11\ 

\ ~ orp:-: to I'l'q nest y on to sCllll t.wo wago ll-loadR of b alk s to B l'igadicr
[;l.Jll cr a l G eary, cOUllllanlling Seeolld Divi s ioll. 

Very r eRp cl·,t fnll y , your obedient Rervallt, 
RUBT. P . .I>ECBlm,'l', 

( 'apl((in Im ll .A ctill!J A8/ii 8ta:nt A r{jutant-Genua.l. ' 

, 1\ot f01l1lf1. 

.j. ~1 I~ 1~-Vll L XLl V 



~-.') 

('I1\1'. L\;~·i CORREi':POXDEXCE, ET(',-V~lON, I (<) 

IIIH!ln-l, I)EI'AWnm,,'I' Al\D Alnry- OF THE TEl\'NE:,;SEE, 
YNII' 81f/·1f1//l1f". (l1f., ON'I'lIIlle/' ,'!I, }8(j1. 

('apt. L. ?If. HA YTo", 
Aidl'-r7I'-C"rIIljI, Milil'u',II /);1';8;0/1 il till' jlfi.,s;,~xi]lJl;,' 

It II'm; I'OPOl'tt'l] at- slIlIril:ie by Brigadier-ecnoral Leggett that the 
eIlOIlI\- had evaeuateLl his 1I'0rks; i';Ubseqlwntly, by Brig. GOIl. G. A, 
blllitll, that thc lar'ge f4lrt. was ill his possessioll aUlI that the f~nell\~' 
11':1"; reported to have gOIl~' to H:lnlee\'-jJle, S. C. J hiwe rliroeted all 

illllllfllia.te lll1l'sliit. 
\'el')' l'f'SrH'ett'tdly, 

O. O. 	 HO"" AUD, 
,]f(~jVI" Oel//3/'/II. 

SPECIA_}, t I-IEAD(WAR'l'ERS DRPARTYIEl\''l' Al\D 
FmLD ORDERS, ( , ARMY 01<' THJ;; 'l'EN"-Ef::SEE. 

~o. 201.) 8cu'au'IIah, Ga., Decembel' 21, ·18C4. 
r. Colonel \Vnods, eoHtm:lndillg Seventy,sixth Ohio Infalltt'y, Fil'st 

Brigade, First, Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, is appoillted provost· 
llIarshal of that portion of the eityof' Savannah east of Bull street (it, 
eOlltinllatioll of' the ,"Vhire Bluff road), anll will enter at onee lIpOll his 
duties as snell, reporting without dela,y for t'nrther instrl1ctions to Brig. 
(-ren. John \\'. Geary, Second Division, 'l'went,ieth Army Corps, eoUl· 
IIlanda.nt of the post of Savullllah, 

III. Maj. Gen. P. Joseph Osterhaus, l~ol1Jlllnlldillg I<'it'tecuth Army 
Corps, will picket all roa.ds frolll the plauk road al'Ound to his left 
(raeing to the rear)), former ,right. Major.l~eIleral ,Blaiy, e~mlllanding 
St~velltee]]th ArlllY Oorps, wIll ea.use the bl'lgade of Bl'lgarher·G-elleral 
Sprague to remaiu ill its present position on the ca.nal until fhl'ther 
orders, and will give instl'11ctiolls for it to pieket all roads ill its vicinity 
as far cast as the Dat'icu road. 

By order of Sr[~i. (l-en. O. O. Howard: 

SAML. L. 'l'AGGAR'f, 


.41iliilitant .ll djlltalll. GenC'l'al. 

IhU])Q1TAH.TERS PIFTEENTH ARLVIY C ORPS, 
8aNI'II1!1lh. Ou .. ~De('emhci' ,'21, _18(;i. 

C::l,pt. SAMUEL L. 'fAGGART, 
A. 8,~t. AtUt. Gen., Deprwtment a,nd Arm}) of the Ten/wElsee: 

CAPTAIN: In reply to your communie.a,tioll of date, I have the honor 
to report the capture by my commancl of 1;1 pieces of artillery, " pieoe,.; 
itt ft'Ont of Pirst Division and 5 pieees in front of Fonrth Divisiolt. 'l'Iw 
troops are disposed of as follows: 'fhe Pirst Division on the right oj' 
:SanlllltHh road, im;ide ami parallel to works; the 'l'hird Divisiolt ill 
prolongatioll of First DiviRion line, readtiug across Gulf railroad; tIll' 
Fourth Divi~iolt im,ide the lines of Fir~t alHl Third 1 )ivisiolll'>, with a 
brigfille throwlt aeroSS Gnlf railroad at t.he I'rossiug of Fort ,T[wks()1t 
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F1DQR:-i. FOl'lt'l'H lJIYINWN, ~EVF.N'l'EENTII A1DIY ( ' ORPfi, 

S(/I'(III/1l/h, Ga., De('('lI/vI?/, 21, 18Cf. 


J~ieut. Col. A. IJICJ,ENLOOPETI, 

Tnsf/cdo)" G(~II('/'(tI, S(' l'unice'llth Ar1lly UO'I'}Js: 


SIR: I hnve the hOllor to l'l~pOl't, that the FOltl'thVi\,jf.:ion , Sevell· 
teenth Al'Ill.)· COI'P:;, ea ptnn'fl in their fJ'ont this lIlorliing' two 32, 01\e 
]~, and t\\'() Ii.pounller s lIIooth·bor(\ g'1I1Il:l. \,V(~ are llOW ell(,l1l11pc(l Oil· 

the plank \'Oad, nuollt 0111' lIIil e out 011 the rig-Itt·halld side; 0111' left 
;joining thl~ Third DivisiOlI IINII' t,he cemeter,\'; 01\1' lim' I'nllllillg' Henl'l.) 

parallel to the I'oad. Please :;liol\' this to the a,.;si:;tallt ;H1.illtaut·gell· 
ernl, as that of11ce1' Ita::; .iust called Jot' a. l:liJl1il~M' report. 

Yery re:;peetfullr. your obediplI t Sel'nLII t, 
. It. H. ALLlBON, 
;'lfl(jo)' 'm(l Di1'i.~ion · I)~sjJeet,()j" Oene'l'(/{. 

H:rQRS. l)EPAR'l.'R}~NT AN D AIl.)fY OF THl-: 'l'E:\'NESSEE, 
!..\"oa)' Sm'(//lualt. (/0., lJe('clIIlw)' .":.1, 18Cd . 

~Ta:i, Gen. H, 'V. SLOCU:VI. 
COlllllwn(l'inp Ilq!'t lV'in!!, Llrmy of Gcoi'!/in: 

GENERAL: The ollomv evacuatect III\, fJ :Ollt between I:! m. and mOl'lI· 
illg'. Geueral ~henllall 'is lIot bad~.(presullle YOll a re by t his time ill 
possessioII of tho eity. If yon al'C you lInd better plnee a divisioll lit-; 
guard and throw a uridg-e ,1::-> 80011 as po::->,,;ibln wherc l-Jardce had his. 
1 will joill you aud eo·operate. If II[l.r(l co lIIakcl:l n 4an<1 at thc_iIIlH'r 
JiBe we will e\ose in Oil him as SOOIl a~ f)ossible. 

Vel'Y respeetfully, 
O. n. HOWAlnJ, 

1r(~j()) " OcncJ'III. 

HEADQL\.U:I'ERS LEFT WIN(+, AmITY OF GEORGIA, 
Sa'I'(('lI'lIoh, (ill., ])cc(~m7J(n' ,'2J. Z8(i1.- 7 a .. 111. 

Capt. L. Nl. DAY'l'O)l , 
A 'ide·de·Cwlll.p: 

J havc jnst arrived here. Gelleral Geary oeenpie(l the town at;) o'e1oek 
this H. III. witll his divil:lioll . I baNe fi)r the pre::->l'll t pinned g'ual'ds O\'er 

' all public Hud private property, lind Hwait order,; fl'Ol\I the g-euel'al·ill· 
chief. . 

Very rcspectfully, y011l' obel1iellt servallt, 
II. W. ::)LOCU}f, 

Jll(~joi" 01''1/1')'(( t. 

HF.ADQFAR,1'EH:': MIl,ITARY J)IVIS10N Ol-' THE ~lrSS ISS IPI'L 

In th e lhdtf. .D/'I'I'mb,' )· :.!1 , .'1.'''(;4-'7 ((. iii. 


General SLOCF)I, 

(JV1l/,?/I 0 :/1 dill,q, &r.: 

(~ENgHAL: YOlll's4a. m.jnst I'eceivf'd. Th e ge llcral·in·cbief has llOt 
l'otnrned. r willllotifr General Ho\\'al'(l at Ol\ee of ,YOIlI' Ill'Og'I'(,S~, and 
if yon wish to <io anyt,hillg' 1II01'e thall I\'hat YOIl propose UCIH'ml ITo\\" 
aru will Illakn or'del'~ for VOll. 

law, geuel'al, witl; \'('SIH'd, 
L. M. I>Ayrl'OK, 

.t1'ide·17c· U((Illp. 
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lIl-:ADl/"Awn:w.; '\lILl'I 'Aln: D]vII'I():\' IH' TU.E MI~i.:I~i;ll'l'I, 
!Jioc/!}1I11l! 1' :!/, 18Iii-I'.1:; II, III, 

General l::)LOClDL 
COJl/:II1.1I 'lld in!! , (f:('. : 

(i 1,;i\'1';(/,A.:L ; Cowillg to (i cucral I [Olranl , he illffJ ITU"; 1110 that abollt 
"Illll'ise it lI'a S l'eportP,(( to hilll thl' ( 11 0 111)' had 10ft hi,.; frollt. Flp at 

OIl !: I~ O';1\' e orders to push 011 and follow Il)l , which i~ lIO\\' boillg 1101\('. 

J. 	 lI'in"tclegrapll (i e llcral S llCl'll'llill. \\'ho Il1n~' ue uOluing lip. 
I Hill, with respeet, 

L. '~r. 	 nil.YTO~, 
.Aide-d(·-('0 III/I. 

F1EA_DQll AWI'ERS Mu,n'AR \ - J) ! \'II'ION O"F 'I 'HE :\irssIssrpPI. 
I II the Pidd, 811/'11/111/111 . Oil .• ne('(~'lllh e}'- :!1, 1F!(i4 . 

iHaj. (·iell. ll. \ 'V . l::)LUI:C~I, 
, (Jow l/wndiug Lf!/i "iV'ing: 

(;]-;YBI{Af.: Au othC(\)' of (rellera1 Howal'cl h<1,8 been to Fort Beaulieu 
all<l eO lllllllllli('ated with th e Sonoma 1'1'0111 whieh he lea rned the geueral
ill -ehil' fhas gone to I1iltoll Head, though it is notslIl'e. FlOWOV('I', tlm 
Heet i ~ fllily aware of Olll' position here, uuel 1. willlllake dispatch to the 
admiral, reqnestillg him to at once commencl' on th(~ obstrllctiolli'l ill t,he 
chanllel. To have a complete 11llllerst a lldillg' about pickets aud rnall 
gnnrdlS it, ~eClJl"; to bo best that ,YOll ~llOUld take eharge of that,sectioll 
frolll the Savallllah ou the we;;:t mound to tho plank 1'0<111, allll (; ellel'al 
(llmal'll fl'olll tll ere aroulld to the Savannah ou the east. This is hi~ 
suggest.ioll. lTe will al so gllal'll the plank road b,wk to Killg's J3ridge. 
~()JlIe of hi s t roops a.re now properl y' s tationed about, it and will obviate 
JIIovillg t ,I'OO)lH especiaIlj'. The King' lS Bridge will lJc neccs;;:arily our 
uas(' for :;c\-Ol'al days, an(1 ,.;Iwnhl be well seclIl'ed a.gainst eitvalry front 
thi! west. Ci e lleral HowHr(l will retaill n di visioll at the Ogeechee for 
tha,t pl1l-po,.;e. Gelleral Howard wishes YOIl to recounoiter anil if prHe
t.iC}1lJle throw it- bridge from llllt@hin, on's Isla,ncl to the main laml in 
South Cn rolinn. 

r a m, gelleral , very \'I·'SI)(,I·tfully, &e., 
r.... lH. DAYTOX, 

A hIe-de-Camp. 

l::)Pl'~(' IAL ORnER~, 1 [fDl~R:-;. };1':1"1' V\~l"G, AmllY ov GEORGIA, 
So. 7. I ,"II "l'uunah, (In., Ih'cCiII(WI' :!I, J8(j1. 

I. Brig. GPll . .Johu '\\". Geary, . S. 'V olunte('l"s, j,.; hen'hy <lssiglll'll 
to t.he cOll1malld of the citv of Snvallllah. 

11. Corps COll1l1Hll1ders " ' ill fur'lljsl:t, llpon the application of Gelleral 
(i ea,L',Y, the IIPcessary details iiw g uai'lh" &e., IC)I' t,hn t portioII of t'he city 
Iyillg' west of Bnll s treet, being the prolollgatioll of Wllite B1l1tr :'oall 
<I" h~iel dowlI ill the cit.v IHap. 

By (',OIllIU<llIll of Major-Uell cr:i1 Sloc'mll: 

rr. C. ItO IH:ERS, 


i lss i8f(( I/, t .Jldju fa '1/ {- (Jel/C/'/( 1. 
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HDQ1~:-;. F(J["R: I' H ])IVI:"WX , t)J';\'El\TI';!o:KTU AIDlY ( ' ()I{.Pi:i, 

8(('/"((/l11II}" 0((. , jJ'?I'f' llIl)(' 1' 21, 18{)"i, 


Lieut. Col. A. II lCI\:El\LO()PETI, 

btl)II/x /or· (J I'll I~ I'(( I, SI~ I 'e l/. teenth A 'I'1I1I/ Corps: 

SIR: I ha.ve the hOllor to report thnt 'the Foltrtll])i\"ii:ion , Se,;en· 
teenth Anll,)" Corp", (:Ul't,\ll"('<l ill thpir frollt tili;; IIlOl'lIillg" t,,·o ;32, Olle 
]~, alld two (i.pounder s llJonth·uol'l.' gnus. \Ve al'e llOW elll'fllllped 011° 

the plank mad, auont olle mile out Oil the right-halld "ide; ollr left. 
.ioillillg the TlJinl Divi~i()lI Ii(~ar th e cemetery; our JiIlP rlllllliug lleady 
pa.rallel to th e road. I'leai;e sho", this to the a;;,.;i"hlllt adjlltallt-gell
eral, a,.; that oJiiecr ha.;; jnst called tor a similar I'eport. 

Very re,.;peetflllly. ,Yom obedient, "movallt" 
. R H. ALUi:)ON, 
,1"~j()r 1/7u7 ])il'i1;ioll' Inspeet.Q1·- fJellel'al. 

HrQRS. DEPARTi\rF.N'I' Al\"l> A IDT Y ell;' 'rilE 'l'ENl\ESSEE, 

Y(,III" 8111)(IIIIWh , (lll., ncccmbel' .'2.1, 18(j-1. 


~la:i. Gen. H. W. SLOCUJI, 

COllunandin,q L eft Winy, .A.1''II1Y of Oco)",qia. : 

GENEltAL: 'l'he eTlf'm~'- evacuated Illy fr:ont hetween 12 m. and IlIOl'lI

illg. Ueueral i:)henllall i,,; lIot bf\.l'k. I pre"lHl.le YOli are by t,his time ill 
possessioll of the eity. If you are you ha.d better pla.te 11 divisioll :I;; 

g"lIal'll aud tbrow a bridge as SOOIl a.s po;;,.;ible whero Ha.rdee hat! hi;;. 
1 will joiu you alld co·operate. If J-Innl ec lI1ak e~ a stan(l at thc) lIl1t'r 
lille we will e\ose in on l.Jilll as soon as possible. 

Very respeetJul\y, 
O. O. I-IOWARD, 

MI~j(j/,· Oeneral. 

HEAD(WARTF.R~ I,EF'l' \YINn , ARlIlY OF' G~;ORGIA., 

S((l'Il 'I/'//((li. Gu., Deee'llliJei" :.!.1. 18 (j<J- 7 a. 111. 


Capt. L. W£. DA Y'ro~, 

A ide-de-Ca1l/p; 

1 havejllst [I,rrived here. Uellernl G Cl),ry oeenpic(l th e town at;i o'clo('\;: 
this fl.. Ill. with his division. I bave for the pl'csellt pllwed guards o\-er 

' all public and private property, nllllml'flit orders from the general-in
chid. 

Very respectfully: Y01lr obedient scrvant, 
I:\, W. SLOCU1i, 

J11 a:iI) I'- 0 cwn!/• 

HEADQFAR1'ER~ 1fTLlTARY DIVISION OF THE ~hSSISSIPPJ. 
In th e Fi ·ltl. DCI' I'm/H' i" /J.1 ~ 1<,>(j4-1' ;,. lJ(. 

General SLOC'VlII, 
Commandin.Q, «('r.: 

(;C;NEH,AL: YOllrs-J. a. m. jn:,;t r(,cpivc·d . The gell eral.ill·chief haR not, 
I·etlll'lled. I will notify Gelleral llow:\]"(l at Olll'e of ,vonI' pl'ogrp:-;s, alit! 
if yon \Visil to do a.llythilig III1)J'e thall what ~' Ot1 pl'OpOSC Gellt'l'al IImy
anI will ma Iw order" fi)l' yOIl. 

I ;IW, geueral , with I"I';;P(·(·t, 
L. M. DA YTOX, 

Aide-de· Vamp. 
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II};AD(II'L\I:TI';R~ 	 :\1.II.I'I'AI:\' J.)IVI";JOC\" OF '1'1-1)0; i\LI~:';I::;";ll'l'l , 
/)(' ('fmbc l' ,'!I, _l Srii-7.Uj ((. III. 

(fClleral SLOUlDl, 
, ()OJn1IWlld intI, .t;I'. : 
(; I,;K).:;H.AL: Cowillg' to (:elleral HOII'fUt! , he illtiwLU" inC that. ahollt 

"Illll'i~e it was l'eportc(1 to him the ell(llllY 11n(1 lefl hi" frollt, He at 
OIU'O gn \'(' onlet's t'o pn sh on a1ul follow lIl' , whieh ~" IIO\\' beillg- dOIl('. 
I will telegraph (;clleI'Hi Shel'lll<lu. who IIW,\' he eOIllIIlg' lip. 

[ alll, with respe('t, 
J,. i\I. UAYTOX, 

:l ii/('-!lI'- ('(( III/I. 

nEADQ\".~Hl'En~ 	l\{ILIT l~,R\- D r n";lUN OF 'I'H~E :\rrS~ISSLPPI. 
[II the ""ie/d , 8/1I'I/lII)oh , (i((., n t ('('mller" '? I, 18()4. 

Maj. (;(~ II. H, 'V . 	::-;LOC U)l, 
, ('MIIIIIII 'lIlliug lA/'t lI"in!J: 

t~I';:'\"EIUcL: Au oltieN' of Oell el'al liowat'(1 has bcell to FOl"t Beallliell 
;\lul ('O lllHlllllieated with thc Sonoma fl'om whieh 1e learncd thegellcrnl
ill-ehid' has gOlle to I1ilto ll Head, thong h it is not snre. Howc\,(>t', tlro 
tleet is fnlly a\\'m'c of' 0111' positioll IHwe, anti I will make dispa.tch to tltf' 
adlllil':t1 , rtlqlle:,;tillg him to at on ce comlllen ee on the obstructions ill Ule 
challll el. 1'0 have a complete 11llllerstallding' about pickets and road 
f)'uard" it "eem" to be best that YOH I-ihonld take cbarge of that sed-ioll 
f)'olU the Sllvallllah on the west moun(1 to the plank I'oad, aud (~ellel'al 
Jio\\-nnl from th e re arOlllld to t.he Snvaunah Oil the east. This is hi" 
snggestioll, He will nlso gnard th e vlank road back to Killg's Bridge. 
Some of his tl'OOpS arc now IlI'oI)ed,}' statiolled a bout, it and will ohviate 
movillg'tr'oops espeeiaUy. T1eKiug's Bridge will be necessarily our 
U:I"OfoJ' se\'c l'HI tlay", :~ud "Iwuid be well seeul'ed against cHNalry from 
the west. (:elleral Howard will r et,aill a division at the Ogceellee ti)\' 
that pnrpose. (;Pllel'aJ Howanl wishes you to reconnoite[' and if pl'lW

tieable tht'ow a bridge frOlll Hnt~binson ' s Island to the main laml ill 
SOllt:h Cal'olilla, 

I Hm, general, very J'cs p('.(·tfnlly, &,e" 
L. M. DAYTON, 

.1 ide'llt~ - ()amp. 

:-31'.F.f'TA L ORDER:;, ) I1DtJRS. I.E}"!' \YlXCi, ,A,ID1Y OF UF.OIW'IA , 
~(). 7. i 8al1lt'lllwh, Ga,., {kcCIII III'i' :n. 18(j1. 

I. Brig. Oen..Tohll \\'. G eary, If . S. Voluntee rs, i" hon '})yassigu('(l 
to t,ll(' commalld of th e city of Snvanllah. 

11. COl'P" cOJllmanders will furllish, npon the applicatioll of Gelleral 
(ieal',Y, the nocessary c1 fl tails fol' gHar'tis, &-ie., for that, portion of the e it,\' 
l,\'ill g' west, of HIILl strect, behlg' the prolongation of WhiteB llltf :'oa([ 
a" Jai(l dOWll ill the ('ity map. 
H~.. ('omlll:\lld of MajOl', (-ieller:d S\tWUlIl: 

II. C. l{'O\)CEJ~S, 
ll:ssist(( 1/ t Adj/( tout -UO;CI'lI I. 
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rh; ,\IJ(i I; AI:'l' g l:~ LEFT \\'1:\1: , AIDI\" OF GE()I!r;IA., 

n el'l'll/bcr 2J, 18U4-1 II. ')1/. 

G eneral .r. C. I> A. VlS. 
(}o1l/'IIullldiu!J j"OIll'teenth ArlllY U,Ji:!'S: 

GE NE HAJ,: The en emy ha~ :lu<llltionl!d hi" exterior line ill fl'(lnt of 
the Twentieth Corps, and IlH~ l)J'obauly c \'[wnated th e c ity, a~ he left. 
pig-Itt g'uns in one oj' t lJ C \\'ork~ ill "lIl' fron t. i\ loyc yOlll' I;OJllllland for· 
ward and ;;e·o if therc is al.l~.. tlliilg ill ,Y Oill' frollt. 

YUlll '~ , \'ery l 'espee tJulJ~' , 
J I. \\, SLOCr }I, 

N (1)0)" 0 !: lIl!nll. 

SPECIAL 1 HDQH.S. ];'OlT~,1'F.EN'I'H ARMY CORPS. 
Fm'LD OUDlms, ( J:efi))'c Sru;llnna h, '0(( .. 

No. ~;;. ) ])cccmuci' :21, 1S{Ji. 
The corps wiill'llov(' to·morrow, to g'o into ('alllp Deal' tiavHnnah, in 

the ti)llo\\'ing' ol'citll': ~ 
(il'lIera I Carliu w ill march. at 7,30 a. m. , move dowu the ea nal Oil t.he 

south hallk until b e reachct:' t.hc road cros;;ill g' the callal ahout thl'l'e 
Illiles frolll S a \' [l.Una,]l; he will then take the right·hand road, Illoye to 
the next I:rossi ng', alld t.llcre ta ko th e rOCllliefHliug' east·, :lllll will go ill to 
eamp on tll(\ :,;ollth of tlJi>3 1'0<1(1. A staff o"tliter will ue pre pared to 
show hilll the pos itioll IllOre defillitely. 

General .iVIorgall will 1l\OVtl a t 7.30 a. m. npon the run,ill Sa \'allnah 
road to t.he cro~::; ·J'()ad about three miles frolll Savannah; he will t.lwl'o 
take the riglit··halHi1'oad, ero~~ t.ll e ca nal , alld go into calllp het\\'C'ell 
(leneral 'al'1ill allll the caual. 

(iPJl c ral Hair(l will 1I1:11'('h ca~t npoll the maill Savannah road as SOOIl 

as Ocueral.l\forgan's train::; lwY tl e1eared t.he ruad, and will go into call1jl 
in Ii lie wi th Generals Un rI iII amI Morg'H,1l betweeJl the Sa va llnah aml 
].ol1is villc road an ll till' canal. 

The COl,!," will be anallged ill ai'; perfect order , in aCCOr(hlll.eS · ...,ith 
pre~\;rilJeu I'Pg'nl atiol.l>3 , a:-:; tlw grolilld will adllli t of, a.nd will be fal ~ed 
wm:;t, alld southwest. TlJe pi ckot.·lil~ es will be iClI'llle(1 in the old rebel 
works IUHler til e s lipen'i::; ioll of the torps inspector, Lie lltenall t Litdl ' 
field. 

'rh e tl'<lins ;tllll artillery will ue parked ill the rear of t,heil' rl>spl.,.(:tin] 
divi si()l1~ as eompadlyas p Oflsibl e, all(l UmteI'al f.; Ca.rlill H,lId Tl lo\'ga n 
will thol'oughly I'epair thl~ 1'0:1\1;; 1I1)/1Il \\'Ili t h their I'cspc(!tivc divii'iiolls 
IIIO\' \,. 

By oJ'III' 1' oj' Bvt. :\I:t.i . (:(,11. .1. C. J)a\· i~: 
l L C. lVI(:CIXRG, 

l/icutcll(/lIf·Coll)')wl lind (lIn:!:), (1./ Stall: 

HDQR S. 1,'m~T DIVIS ION, 1"0 RTEENTli ARMY CORPS, 
])cecm ber 21, .1, 64. 

Colonel ~I ILES, COIllIIlI1-))(lilL(j Th ird Rrigarie: 
COLoNF.L: Athalll'e ,Y01I1' ~ki l'lI1 i s lt liue in t,he llirectioll of the eity of 

Savallllah, goillg' a~ ell' a~ it 1::1 11. ~Il]lpo\'te<l by a, l'egillll'lIf; of -,"ollr hl'i· 
gade. Dil'eet til e COIIIIII:t.!ldillg nOh'or to selld YO Il ]'('port~ of 0111' OWIl 

01' the ellelllY :~ troop,; wilen lH·ce~f.;ar.\' . 
By order of U('uBntl <"!:Il'lill: 

U. W. SMITH, 
('1I)Jfll i ll wai lletillg Jts,~;ist((nt Adjutant· Gcneral. 
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IlEAlll! lfA\{'l'ER~ FOl ' l{.T]';}o;:,\TlI AICVIY CORPS, 
Be!oN: /::)m'wmah, Ga. , December 21, 18G1-5.80 ((. 'III. 

Brig:. Gen. ,r. D. MORGAN, 
. (:0 111111WI £7 ill!! St't;ond Dil'i.~i()ll, FOII}'/'Cf.11th A 1'1IIJI Om'ps: 

General Slocum n~pol·ts the ellcmy gOIH' frolll the frollt of the Twen· 
tieth COl'PS, or at Ipa>;t from th(~ extf'rior \\'orks, leaving' eight guns, 
and proha.bly t,he city e\,:lcuatetl. The g('lIeral l~oIllnmndillg dir'ect8 
t.lta t YOIl 1l1O\' e yonI' picl;'I' t·1 iIll' /tj['WH I'll nt ollce a lid holtl yonI' en tire 
l'OIllIl:nllId ill reaililll's8. 

] lla\'(~ t,he hOllol' to lw, g;ellern,!, Vel'? re::;pedfully, yonI' obedient 
se rv a II t" 

A. O. l\1cOLUlW. 
A8.~';8Iallt A(Vutant.(]cll cl·((/' (/1/(7 (JMI;! (!l' i;;lajt: 

HEA.DQU ARTERS TWEN'rmTH CORPS, 
Bqforc 8(( 'I'annllh, Oa., Deeem bcr 21, lSC·i-5 a. 111. 

Brig. Gen. N. ,1. JACKSON, 
Oommanrlhlf! Jj'iJ'st ])i'};i8ion: 

U ,ENEHA.L: r ~11l1 directed by the p;enera,l commanding' to infiml1 yon 
that Gelleral Gea.ry is ill possessioll of tiIe cnemy's advance forts Oil 

t;iIe left, alltl that the enemy has evacuated. lIe direetp, thatyoll 1ll0v(l 

ti)l'ward yonI' pickets to the town a.nd hold youI' commalld ill readiuess 
to move. 

Vet'Y I'ep,pectfully, yom obedient servant, 
HOWl'. 1'. DECrrBRT, 

Captain. and .ilcting 111iliistant Jldj1ttant· Genera.l. 

(Same to Brig. (Jell. ·W. T. \Vanl, commauding Third Division.) 

HEADQUA.nTEl~S TWENTIE'l'H OORPS, 
RqfOl'l! S((va,J/1w/t., Ga.., J>ecclI/b/!1' 21, 18(i4-5.30 II. ?n. 

Brig. Gen. N ..T. ,JACKsoN, 
(Jml1.m(('lli7ing F-irst Division: 

('EN1.;RAL : The geueral commanding directs that YOIl move forwarll 
your brigade IIOW in the line of works and occupy the enemy's works. 

\'ery rcsjll!ctfully, yom obedient servant, 
HOB,!,. P. DEOHEl~'l" 

Captll'iH (/1/1] A ct'illY i1ss'ist(/1/ I A dju (((1/.t· Gcncni1. 

HEAJH~UAR'l'ERS TWENTIETH OORl'S, 
Rt:/o!'c 8wl'{/'Itnah, Ga., December /21 , 18G,:1 . 

·Brig. Gen. N. J. JACKSON, 
Com.man/ring Ph'lit Di1,'i8i()l/.: 

GENERAL: 'rlie gelleral commanding directs that Oolonel Carman's 
brigade I,e moved to this side of the river, leaving one )'('gimcllt 011 the 
island tiw the present. He wishes the brigade ellearnped 011 this side 
so that tlt ey will protect the two rice llIills. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HOB,!,. P. DECHERT, 

Oaptaill alltl .Jldillf} AN.~i.~t((nt 11tljutmlt·Genemi. 
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ILEA1Hil' AH'l'.EW' '[WI':::'iTfETU COllI'S, 
81(/,((/I//l(h, (;/1" /J1'('ell/llI'/' :!I. 18U'f. 

Bl'ig-adior,Gcmel'al (lEARY, 
('oll/lIIl7nilill!1 8,'col/Il /)il'is;llIl: 

GENEHAL: Ny llir(~etiolI of l\la.ior·(~(,lIcral SIO('IIIII , ('oll1nmndillg' 
Ll'ft vVillg, Arm,\' at' Ci-eOl'gia, ,)'011 nrc hereuy placed ill kmpol'al'Y COlli· 
lIlalld of the city of ~n\·allllah. YOIl will at Ollce e::;tabli~h :-mdl regula· 
tioll;; a;; <lrp lIe('(~;;::;al'y to pl'et'c)'ve m'LlI'.r thrOIl).rllollt the eit,y. 

V"l'Y rll:-;pectl'nlly, yOllr ouel/ iCllt t;(')'\'a II t, 
H. vV.l'ElnOXS, 

, Lssis/rtlll .'\IU"/({ut,Ul'lumti. 

HnQHS. SEf'ONll IhvTf;WN, 'I ' Wl':NTT,E'l'Tr AIDIY ConI's, 
8(();I(nllrrh, 011 .. J),'cemilm' :21, 1, (j.1. 

Lient. Col. B. \\'. PERKlNS, 
i LfllSist(l1It A.r{juta.llt· (;cnc'I'al, l'l('wf<ietit. CIII'l'8: 

COLON.EL: I have the honor to report tita,t, a (Ietnchlllellt. of my troops 
occnpy Fort .Jaekson. It wa;; fOllnd evaellated and is oecllpied uy two 
regiments from Illy l?irst Brigade. The eaptllre~ t.\HlI'e arc tifteeu hea\',\' 
glln~, anrl eOllsiderabl ammunition a.nd other material, the lWlOllllt;; 
or whieh have uot,yet, beell repol'tell to Ille. 

I alll, colonel, very respectful1y, your obe(iiellt f'ervHllt, 
JNU. W. (.H~ iU{'Y, 

B1··i,()w7.i(w-Oenc/'((Z, fT. S. YoI1111./ee'/'S. COli/mal/dillY Dir'is'ioll. 

HEADQ (J AR1' EH.S 'I'wE~1'mTR COI~PS, 
8((1'/1111/((./(, (/0" /)eeellliJer :21, 18Got. 

Brig. Gen. J. W. GEARY, 
Cmnma.ndill[J Second /)-in',<I'io}/: 

GENEHAL: 'l'he gellel'lll C"IIlUla.Il(} illg-llirect~ me to :-;a.y that the tr'OOI)~ 
of your eOlUlIlaIltl now at t.he rice ll1ill~ on the river will he rdi(wpd 
10· \l1OlTOW lI.Iol'nillg' by other troop,;. The lIli.ll is s till rlllllliug-. 

Very rcspeetfully, yonI' obodient sprv::tnt, 
lWH'L'. P. DECITEW.r, 

U((ptahl lind A ct in!f .A NN;st /II/ t .{(?j'1t tall t· (J c1ICl'Ul. 

rrEADQli ,Af:'l'ERf' G. S. FORCES 
ji'O'l't .1aoksU1l, Oa., Dn;cm{)(T ,:Jl, 1811,4. 

Capt. WU_LlA:'\{ 'L', FORnES, 
liet!!. A.~.~t. AlUt. Gen., Secoml Di~" ision,20th A'I'm . .II Co)'ps: 

CA P'I'AIN: I hlLVe the bOllor to report, tha.t, in cOlllpliance with order", 
l'e(~eived frolll Col. Ario 1>al'(l('e, conlllulIltling' ]!'il'st Brigatle, ~e(~o)~(1 
Divisioll, Twentieth Army Corp;;, the 'fwellt,y·eig-hth Hep:imellt l'PIlIi' 

sylva,llia Veteran Volnllteer Ilifalltry alltl '.I'weutY·llilith J~el.!'inlPllt 
Ohio Volulltcer Illfallt.r,V, ill all nnm!l(')'illl.!' ;:ij~ ellli~t(~d men alld Hi 
COInnti';l"iolll'd Offi(~PI':'\, took pos,;('~;;ion of Fort ./:!ekf;OIl lit 7 a. III .. 

thi~ ~bt (If ])ct:ellluer, 18G4. The {'urt \l'a;; foullel tu ha\'c lwclI Iirc(1 by 
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the (·IICIIl,\". ll\ll'lIillg" ~11l' clll<ll' te rs of the otlieel.'~ alld mOil, allel lJlowillg 
lip Oll C of the IIl agnZI1~ c::; , A Iarg:e illl,lOlilIt; ot ord!lan,l!e <lnel orelnfllH:c' 
::; t(II'C ~" wc ~ I'I' fi\ uJIlI. all IJIventol'Y ot \\"hJ(~h I '; herp.\\"lth Illdosecl. There 
j ;; 1I0W ill "he ti)r t a lltag'azine, t he cOlltcllb of \\'hich it is deemeel 
,;th' isahle lIot t o halldl e, a,,, t,he (loon; are fa s tcued ill slIcb a matllH ~ r as 
illdicate tha t a,lI explosion wOllld oeellr upon ente ring t.IIPIII, The lire 
ill tbe ['ort \\'a :-; e .\t,illgni s l! ed immediately I.IpOlJ DIy a rriyal. 

Ue:;pectf'ull y t:lUl)lllit t l'fl , 
.10H .N FLY;\;\. 

Colull d . ('U IIInw II dinfl /)etrrchlll t:1I t. 

1111" 1' 111 0 1'" u{ fln/'IlI 'III '/, (( li d o n/I"/(/" tt' " l fII"C8 1111, ("/1 1}(J" ", c8,, io"ll uf b!1 Col . ,I"hll FI'IIIII, 
"f//Hllla'/lclel' tlcladrmcill I~l Fir, l, Ur i!! ((r/,·. ,'"(" /"O /ld lJil"i~ion , l'/{:l' lIlielh .Arm!) Ci)/'}i8, al 
F Ol't Ja l:k, oll (mel v ici lli!.,/, D l"tt lllb l'" :: 1, l SU.f, 

f)' !-I'0lllll.1 (: l'~ ... •. , . . , ... . ..... . . . . .. . . .. . ... .... . , . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .\ 
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fl-iuI' h so liil s loo[ ... . , .. . . ... . .. . . ... .. . ., .. ...... . ..... . . .. . . . ....... . ... 2,272 
lO-ill Cb she ll .. . . .... • .. . . ... . . . . . . . . . .. . .... .... .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ..... . ... 4J1 
~·il1 c lo ~ hd l .. .. ... . .. . . ... . .. .. . . .. .. .... .... .. .. . ... .... . ... . .... .... :, 20 
6 ·in c lo sh( ·ll. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ........ ... .. . . . .. .... . ... . ....... ... . .... 120 

~~::~::l~ tt ~:~~:: ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~: ~ : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ : ~:: ~ :: ~ ~ : : ~: : ~:: ~:: ~ : :: ~: ~ ~: :::: §~
fi -in ch g 1':1I'..• ... . .. . .... .. ......... . . .. .. . . ... .. . ........... . ...... . .. _... .. . l:{ 
~-ill c h ('all i~ tl'J · . . .. . _ .. _ . _ . _. _____ . - . - . . __ . ____.. _. _____ . . _ . . _. ___ _ . _. _ _ _ _ ___ :i2 
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Tbe pl'irwipa.l implcmentt> of t hll gun ::; were d estroyed , the wheels of 
the g nll e ~trri a.gcs \\" CJ"( ' broken , r~ lIflerill g them temporarily UII sel'v, 
ic~ ('able. 'l'be powder, except, ;)0 ponllcls, \\';1" all d cs t.royed by beillg' 
t hl'ow u iuto the wa ter'. The gnlls wew j (HlIlCl to be in good order, foUl'· 
teen of t hc lIinetY'olle Oldy beiug spiked a ncl s botted. 1"01' the want 
of la ll tem s a IHI t.illlC r have beell 1I11nbie to e xamille all t.he Illllga r.ines, 
thereforc t here \Il\l~ t be a large amount of :tmlllllllitioll 1I0t included in 
t hi :,; invellt-MY, 

.J()}I ~ FrNN~, 
Colo/l el , (JolI./:/l/I/./ldi 1I,q ])etcwhmc'nt, 

:) I'E( 'LU, t UD llH :::i, THmD HmGATm, KF. COND lJIYISION, 
FJELD OnDEH~, . TW:ENTIE l'll Al~l\'IY CO R.PS, 

So, ~l, ) SOl'un /l, llh, (Ja" nl~lJelnbe/' :!1, 18G.f . 

I. T hat portion or t ill ' ei t.y or Ka,va llll a h boullded Hi' t()\Io ws, vi;.: , 
eH:<t by Bull i'tl'cet , sOll t,b uy ,loIlPS str ee t, wcst, by t.lIe eallal , and north by 
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t,hc ~a \',lIIuah HiveI', havillg bee ll as"lglled to t.he ('olllma llli for qllarters 
amI goVel'lllllellt, it i" hereby suhdivided a~ Jollo\\'s: Sllh-l)i"t,riet \0. 
J. hOlllldecl east uy Bull st.reet south by South Broad street, weSl ~)y 
\Yest Broad street" north by Ole Savanllah I{i\'er, is a ssiglled to [he 
Olle hundred auel secoud 1'\ew York Volullteers, Lieut. Col. H. ~. Chat
fiel(l cOllllllalldillg; Suu-District No.2, bOllnded east uy Bull ;;treet, 
sOllth hy.Joues street, wf'st; by 'Vest Broad street, lIorth uj' South 
Bron,(l street, is assiglled to the On e hlllldl'e<1 alld ele\'cllth l'cllm;ylva.
nia Vderail Voiun teerlS, Licnt. Col. Tlwmas 11. \Yn IkeI' COlIlIll,"'lding'; 
Sub-District No.3, bounded east by \Ves t BJ'Oad stl'ect,~ollth uy Jones 
street, west hy the canal alld city limits, 1I000th uy Marg'aret street, is 
assiglled to the Sixtietb New York Volullteers, Maj. ' j'holllHS ElIiot,t 
t.olllmandingj S uu-l) istriet 1\0.4, bOlln(led past by W esr Broad IStreet, 
sOllth by l\1al'gar'et street, west by the eall<ll , north uy H I'Y <111 street, is 
assigned to the Olle hundred alld forty-uin t h New York "olllllteers, 
i\Jaj. ~, (:i-nnubach cOllllllallding; S lIb-Di strict :Xu. 5, uOlllllled edst by 
\Vpst Broad street, sontll by Bryan st reet, west by the 1:<l-lIal, and north 
hy the Savannah H,iver, is assigned to th(·~ TwelltY' lJilltlt Pcullsylvania 
Voluuteers, Liellt. Oo\. ti. 1\1, Znlich eOll1l11allrlillg. Commallders of 
these J> nb-llistl'iets will at, Ollce place their cOlHlllauds withill tbeir pre
"cribed limits mHl estabHsh t hOl'onglt pntrols through all t he pl'iueil'al 
st.J'(:eis alld l'rotcl't. all peaecable persOll s aud pHulic aud private prop
erty, qllell all disttll'uallees, arrestin g all di sorderly pel'SOll f; ami tum, 
iug thelll over to the brigade provost gila rd. lj lIoecupied builtlings 
lIlay he tal,ell as quarte rs j()}' otheers and me ll.H.egilll clltal eOlllllland
ers will quarter tlldl' dilferell t eomp:llIies throughout their distriet alld 
at the hcst an d most couvclIil'llt poillts for gllarding' a nd proteetiug' 
tIle SHme hllildings, as their cOlllpauy amI regimcutal COllllU:llldcl.'s will 
loca te their headqllar ters as near the center of their district as pnw
ticable. Licnt. Col. K. S. Vnll Voorhis, eOlJlmulIliing' One hUlldred alld 
t.hirty-sevellth New York Volllllteers, will receivI~ separatc illst,rlldious, 
for his existing' orden; ill r egard to p asses will be rigidl.}' euforced. 
Every omcer of tile COllll1l:Hld is eujoilled to Pllt t(lIth the 1II0St s trellu
ous eJforts to establi sll allLl mainbill perfect order and subordination. 
All bl'eaehes of (UISeipline 011 t,}le part of cithlll' ofiicers or men will be 
plluished to the severest extellt. All utl'.ll foulld within or 1'l'Owling' 
about the honses of citizens will be arrested alld tUl'lled over to tile 
provost gllaI'(l. 

By COllllllCllld of Col. H. A. Bal'llUlJI: 
O. T. MAY, 

Co.ptn·in wul A .. ctil/!/ A81j-i.~t« nt A d:J1.6tan t- GCl/eral. 

HEAJ)QUAHl'ERS TWEN'l'IE'l'l-l CORPS, 
8((wllnall, Ga., D eCmnU61' 21,186-1. 

Brig. Gen. \V. 'r. WAll.D, 
COrl/'l/wnding l'!tinl 1);'l'i8ioll: 

GENERAL: 'l'lte general cOlllrnauding directs tll<Lt the TwclIty ,second 
\Viseonsin Volunteers relieve the guard of 100 men of General Geary's 
command at the ril:e lllill s on the river to-lllorrow morning. 

Very resl'<lctfhlly, your obed iellt servant, 
UOB'I'. P. DECHERT, 

Captain (£1/.r{ Act'ing A. 88i.~tant Jldjutant, General. 
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Jl.l::.UHiUAH'l'BHti Jh';PAIn'.1IENT OF TIlE SII 'I'll, 

11 ilton Ilvail, /3. C., 1 h:('fllliJcr :21, 11:Ju1. 


i\laj. C. W. '1'1101\1,\8, 

, 'Chili (//(/(l'tel'l//((sfcr 7Jcpt. I(f' the South, Hiltun Zlead, 8. C.: 

l\'IAJOl~: Tile propdlers JLo1lten'y and Ashlaud wen~ Sen fJ'om IlOre 

011 tile 14th illstaut lade1l with ,.;uh:sistene(~ ,.;tore,;, with illstrllctiolls to 
proceed to the Ogecchcl: Hi\'e~' with ~a~(l stOL'(\~ for :\la.ior·GcllCl'al Sher· 
ma1l 's anuy. 11I8t('.a<1 of ohc,),!I1!;,;' thclr Ill,'trllctlOus thriy droppcd (tllchol' 
at· tile month of t.llo river, Illllch to the det.rimcllt of' the ,.;ervice HlIlI t.he 
'111fJOya,1Ice of Geucnd Shel'lllall''; arJlJy, who WOI'(~ "nficrilll.!: for somo of 
tho 1~l'ovisio1l'; 011 board thes(\ \"c""o1s. l'hese \'l~ ,;s~ls 'rewa.ill ecl at 
a II d 101' ulltil ordered up tJIO river hy :\ia.iOl'·(j eneJ'ai 11'0stcr. For this 
(/(orelit:tion of Lluty 011 the pal t of tIle cHptaius of thc abovc'lIa,mcd l»)'()' 
pcllf'r,;, the JIIajor·gencral e01lJlII:lllcliul.!: llil'l'ds that. YOIl deduct. 81))00 
rrolJl the cha rter par·t,)' of each or thetie propeller' II II less the captajn~ 
call sl.lO v g-oo(l cause tor suel. lIeg-Ied of tlnt-y. 

Very respeett'ully, your obedient scrvHllt, 
'Y. IJ. }\f. BUlWER" 

.Assista.nt Ar(jlltanl· GUl/eJ'al. 

YER:\,O:\, H [VEn, /)c('(:lIIbc1' :!1, 18(iL 
1Ia;jor·(}enoral FO:-;1'.l::I:: 

Sm: Savallnah is OBI'S. (;(~ Il('ra.lllal'll('e lias gOlle witll his forees to 
Han1ec\·ille. llwanl Geueral 8hel'lllaU expl'Pss some f1l1xil'ty abont your 
positioll on the 'J.'ulJifillllY, hence tlli" \)ote. 1'atllall intellds passill;':' 
out of the SavallnalJ l:.ivcl' to·uight with the il'oll·dad Savaullah; at 
least, this is repol'tcII by Generals Shermall al)(l Howard. \\' e will try 
amI head hilll ott'. Pl ease tu notify Captaill l::'cYllolds alld tile "ellioI' 
11:-1 va I officer off UlJ rwlestoD, ill eH.,<;e t he \a.t,t.el· port ~llonld 1..>0 the SavalJ· 
nail':,; dest.iuatioll. \ 'Ve have Hcanlien, l{o:,;edcw, &e. 

1 <Ill, gelleral, youI' obedient servant, 
,I. 1\'1. B HADFOHV, 

Pleet Capta.ill, South Atlantic Bloeka.rl'ing SI[I(.(((i1·on. 

S i~VANNAH, GA., .vecelllo(:,· ;2:1, 18U1. 
(Via Fort )[ouroe (i.45 p. lll. :!5tll.) 

Hi:,; Excellellcy l'l'esidcut LI:\' COLN: 

I heg to present YOll, as a Chr·i s tllla,.; g-ii't, the city of Savanllah, with 
l;iO hea.vy gUllS alld plenty of amlJlullition, and also ab011t 25,000 bales 
of cottOll. 

W. '1'. SHERi\lAN, 
Major. GenC/'aL 

HVQR:-:. J)EPAR'r:\IENT ANn AJ{MY O}O' THE 'rENiXE~:-:EE, 
Sal"anuah, Oa., D eec'lll.ucl' 22, 186-1. 

Maj. Gell. P .•los. O S'n.;H,HAUS, Cl/1Iulg. Pi;tkenfhA1'1n,IJ Corps: 
GENEIM.L: 'rhe llHl.ior·gcllel'al eOllmandiug' directs lJIe to notifY yon 

that General ShCJ'lll<lll desire!; t.o review the Army of t.he 'l'enncssce as 
1'50011 as it lIIay be ready therefoI', alld uames Saturday, (hy after to· 
morrow, as thc day Oil whid. he will redew your eOllunalld. 

Vcry respectfully, your obediellt serv~llI t, 
S .c\..j\IL. L. '1'AW..I AUT, 
A~liilitant All)uta,nt· General. 

http:a.t,t.el
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STEA_:lm H tiULDBN nATE, 
''''IIWIU/llh lti l.'eJ', i)e-.:emli/:I' )!2, 18G4-'i' p. JII. 

(Re(~civU!1 7 p, III. ~.)1.h.) 
LicutclI<Lllt·Oelieral (3 JC:\.:\ 'J' : 

I bave the 11Ouor t.o report that, I Itarc,in:st retllrlle(l J'l'OlII (,elleral 
Shcrwau's headquarters ill Savaullah. I seud l\'[ajorOray, oIm,)' staff, 
as bearer oj' dispateites from (hm(~I'al Shel'lIHlIl to yOll, alld also a Illes· 
sage to tile I'l'e:sident. 'fIle (lit,,\' oj' Savalllluh WHS oCUllpic(1 on th e 
!IltH'lIing of the ~]st. General Hardee, anticipatillg: tllc ( ~olltelTlpl;lte(l 
H" ·:tult, c"'caped with tlJe main body of his iJd'antl''y allti liglit art.ilIeQ' 
Oil the afterlloon aLitI lIight of the ~()th hy (')'os,.;illg the river to the 
lJn ioll Causeway opposite tlH~ city. 'flJP rebc] iron·clads \Yero blowlI 
lip alit! the lJavy-yanl burlled. All the rest of tll( \ city is illtad a!ld 
('ontains 20,000 citizells, qniet and \\' ell ilisposc(l. 'rlw t ~aptnre" illeluti(' 
SOH prisollcrs, 1.;10 gilliS, J:3 10eoIllotives ill '>"oot! ordcr, 190 CHI'S, a, large 
supply or rLlIllIlllllitioll amI rna,terial of 'w;(.r, :J stcalllers, awl 3~,OOO 
ba Ics of eottoll s~Ltclv stored ill \Yarehol.l,.;es~ -,-\..1] these vaillablc fruit" 
of all almost bloOtJ1esf; victol'Y bave bC(~II, like Atlanta , fairly WOIl. [ 

opened ('OmHlUllica,t,ioll with the city wit'll Illy steamers to-day, takillg
up wbat torpedoe" we could I'CC, alld pa"sillg "afely over others. 
An<lu:f'0'eUlellts a.re made to clear tb e t;11ll1I1I.el of all nbstrut?tiolls. 

havc the hOllol' to be, ,"cry r es pectJully, ,Y01l1' obedIeut sen'allt., 
,I. U. I"OS'l'ER 

J[ajm'· Uencnt.l. CII'I1/.'III(I.lId'ill!! 71t'jw-rtmcnt (~/ tlte ;,,fouflt. 

llEAm~l; AHl'lmf; MU ;l'J'AHY DIVIS iON ol-' TIl}; :'I11:-;Sl~~ 11'PI , 
bt the Nield, S(wllml/.ah, On.. Decemuer 2.'], lo(j}. 

Majol'-Uolleral FOSTER, 
C()lIww:nding J)epwl'tment (If the J')(mth: 

nl';~n:H AL: We are IIOW ill filII pos"ession of Savallllah and all it:,; de
pCllllelJeies. Hardee is "Upposl\(l t.o be about lla)'(1e(w ille, alltl (~eIlOl'a I 
>3hcnwlIl dirccts me to say that, h e slI;!'gest you talw it stroug deteu"iv(~ 
positiou about the head of Broad Hiver, alltl if you Heed. allY lJclp lie 
'will furllish :von all assistallee speedily. Hardee has from ] ;\000 to 
:20,0001llen. AR we arC in possession, tile proposed co·opcration "'ill lIot 
be rcquired or neccssary, hilt it' you need I)(\Jp it will be at onee ::;ent 
yon Oil notiec. 1'Iease forwa.rd to tlie lieutenHnt'gPlieral the aCCOlil' 

pallyi 1Ig' d ispa tell,* by request or <.;-e II era I Sht'l'HHl.II. 
I alII, gtmeral, \\'ith respcd, 

L. :'I!. I>AY'l'ON, 
....4:ide-dc- Camp. 

I[DtiHi". J'JH~'I' Blut; .. (jOAi"'l' J)J"., Um"l'. OJ.' 1'HE SOl :TH , 
l'alb-i'rd'H, December :.I.?, 181iJ. 

(ieucl'al,J.l'.llA'l'(Jll: 

Ol':Nlm,AI_: The ot\iccr ill t;(I II II llH.nd, of t he ~nal'd at the 1II<J.I'S it bat· 
tlH'y r eports tbat t he elleIllY'::> troops were IIlarchiug- (Ill the railroad 
to\\'anl Chal'lestoli at 3 p. m. this day. I-Ie tllOlIght tha.t thren regi. 
ments pa.ssed; be saw that lIumber of t;olol's. He aJso report'" that a 
tra.in passed at 4 H. III. t his morning'; sa\\' thp li~ht of the locolilOtin:. 

V(wy I'csl'cetfnlly. 
EI>WXRI1'E, POT'rEH, 

iJriVacUer- G unortt f, 

http:Sht'l'HHl.II
http:forwa.rd
http:S(wllml/.ah
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IIEAIHg' l\ \''1'I::H.t) COA::;'l.' J)TV[~IO?i,SPECIAL ORDm"'~' } 
~o. 13. 7Jem}Un:x:'8A'eck, &. C., December 22, 18U1. 

'" * 
11. Tile Senut.,Y-fiftu Regiment Obio Volullteers is herehy onjpI'cll 

to procecd to l::Iiltoll Head, S. C., and report to uepartmellt he,lI!
quarter8 for ord('r~. Tnt Isportatioll will be furnished by some boat 
retUl'llillg' to Hiltol\ RmHI, S. C. 

Bv order of TIrig. Gell. ,J. 1'. lIatcll: 
• ~ LEON .L\JiJ) U. l'J<}Hl~Y, 

Fir8t 7,WlIt. , :j:ithMas8. Vols., a'/ld Actg. A.sst. Ailjt. Ulm. 

HEADQUAH'J'ER::; U. So FoncEs, ])ISl'IUCT OF BEA1,FOH'l', 
Belw/o'!'t, S. C., Dcce1llbm' 22, 18U1. 

Maj. Gen. 'V. '1'. SHE1UT L\N, U . S. AI'IIIY, 
C01ll. 'lIIll.'l!l.HlIg .A I'm!} of OCGu]J((i'iml, ,"'a:wnuah, Ga.: 

G-ENEHAL: I wonld respectflllly snggest tllat. a. bl'go 11llll1her of eontra
balld:;; might be sent to Saillt Sillloll'~ rslam! , Ga., alld Bdisto, S. 0 . 
'1'1101'0 are a la,rge 1I11lnbCl' of vacant ltol1i5es on eadt of t,bese islands 
nml n regil\lellt of eolored troop..; conld bold them securely. These 
i~lallds II a, 0 both hel ~ tt ocenpieu b.y 0111' troops, but were ya.eated in 
l Sfi3 by ol'ilel' of Heneral Hunter, then eolltllJaltdiug this (Iepartmellt. 
J presullle thero are DO rebel~ Ott either of them, allll it. would require 
bllt a Slltall for(:e to holll them t;ecmely. ] fOlie oj' t he colored regi
HH!lItS ttoW a t OUl' fl'Ont in the vicillity of the nt,ill'Oad (~ould be seltt to 
O(;(!Upy these bla.uds, they perhaps Illiglttl aid youI' opentt.ioll~ as lIluelt 
as t.hey arc ItOW doing. I vcry lItUch rcg-rot, gencral, that Illy power 
to relieve you of t.he httrllen of these people i~ llot olinal to Itty iltelil):I
tiOIl, but. I havo no Ittealt~ at all uudor my COlltl'OI. l';ven it small 
sh'arner sOIlI; to lite by t.he War Dt'llHrtlllont for spedal ~erviee, the 
eontl'ol of ,,·I.Iich it; nlmolntely e~,eutial to this ~e!'vice, has been taken 
frollt we by nellel'lIl :Fostel'. 1 g'1'I \ally fear that if t·hese contrabmll!s are 
t;cnt. to this l)f)~t th ere will be mneh :;;utlering a1llong t.hellt, as I. .havc 
lIeither lJIell nOI' lIleall~ at my eoUtlIl<tll(1 to l)t'ovide them with shelter. 
' Vith this statl'meltt of my I:!itnatioll ft.ltd of facts as they exist at pres
(lilt, wJticlt ] deeITI it my (Inty to make, I beg to a.ssnre you, genoral, 
that 1 :Ull l>t'cpared to do all that you may (Ief;ire me to do iu thi::; mat
teI', a tt(l alll ready to report to yOIl at Sa vannah jo), thc pUl'pose, 01' any
\\' !tere else vou mn.v desirc. Even' en hill and house Oil those islnllds is 
1iIlell to oVl;rtlowing-I !ta,vo SOllle' 1;i,O{}O. It has oecnrrou to me that 
1 miglt t l'eltder you llIoro service by eOllliltg to Savallnah. 1 shall be 
governeu entil'ely hy yOllr wisLes OJ' orders ill the case. 

1 nll1, very respectfnlly, 
H,. SAX'l'ON, 

nl'i!l((/lic/,-Ocllcra l t!/ Vol1mtIX'I'8. 

llEADt~UAR1'El~S }\{lLITAHY DIVISION OF '1'UE l\'iISSIS:;IPl'I, 
In the Field, Sau(1Iuali, Oa., D eCe'lnVe1' :]8, 18M. 

General J. D. WEB8'l'BH" 
N(t,.~kvill(!, 'fenn.: 

DRAJ~ GENRHA L: i\lajor Diel,son arrived last night., bring-illl!: your 
iet.tel'* of the 10th or j)1 ~l:e lllbel', for wltielt 1. an.1 VI~l''yllIlldl ol,liged , a~ it 

., )I ot fou llt! , 
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gi\'PI' mc a, e \p;ll' and distinct vIew of the l<itnatioll of alfail'l' at Xa"h, 
\'i\Jc n p to that , dn teo 1 iHl\ ' (~ a Iso fl'Olll t hp \\' a I' DeplLrtmeu t a eol'Y 
of {jenerai Thomas' (iispa t.t;\l. givin g' aceollllt of 1'1w atta.ck 011 Hood 
on the l ;')th, which was SilCCpssflli, but, lIot cOlllplnte. I await further 
lleCOIlHts with anxiety, as 'l'llolllHS' cOlllplet(\ S\l( ' (:es~ i::; uccessary to 
vindicate Illy plalls 1'01' this ea.tllpaign; aUfI I have uo (loubt tha.t m,}' 
calculatiolls that Thomas hall in balld (illeilldilig A. J. Smith's troops) a
till'CC Ia.rge eHoug-h to whip Ilowl ill a fail' lip:ht was cOl'l'eet. [approve 
of'I' hon1U.S' a.llowillg \lood to l:Olll e north far eHough to ellahle him to 
eOlleclltl'Hte hil< OWII mpu , though 1 would han> prcfclTcd that, Hood 
l<hollld ha\'e OCCll CIICek('ll abollt Columhia. Still , if '1'hOlll,)1' t()llowcd 
lip his SIWCCSS of' the J5th a nd gay\, Hoo(l a gooll whaliug', alld is at 
this momell t, followi ng hi III l'1osel~ ' , the w ho'i c c<IIlIpaigll ill Illy lli visioll, 
willoe m'ell more perfect t,han tIl( l A t1 anta campaign; for at thil< elld 
of the lill c I have l'palizc(l all I hall rea son t,o hope for. pxeept, in the 
release of Olll' prisoner!':, wllil'll was l<illlply 1I11 illlPossihility. I know 
you all must await wit.lI ueep allxil'ty th e full details of the 1lI0"ClI1cntl< 
of my imllIrdinte ('oll1ll1alld , alld ill till\( ~ ] will l,dYe tlll ' lIl with filii oft-i , 
cial lIlillntia: alld. ill ol'der that you lila,\' alls\\',,!' all inquiries, I wiII 
ItoW eudeavol' to give YOll <1 brie f' outline. 

Oil the 10tll of NoYemh('.L'1. was at Kingstoll, and, havin g SCll t. to 
Thomas at Nashville the Fonrth allli 'l'Wf'llty-t.liinl Corps, Ic,\l'Ileri that. 
A.•J. Smith hall readIed l'aull(:a h with his t wo eli visions; allll , having 
also lea l'lletl from GetlPml Thoma s t.hat, li e ii 'lt perfec tly able to coutelld 
with Hood, theu IYlllg a.bollt FIol'euce anll TlIsculIlbia, J ga.ye the 1i1la.1 
l<ip:llai. to begill th e work. Corse, at. Home, hurned th(~ bridges aUtl all 
propert,.y t,lIat could be llised II,\' an ellem~' to 0111' di sadvantage au<1 
llHJl'(:hed to Kingstoll. 

On the l:!t,h we moved to AIia.tooua, lea\' illg: the railroad Ilortli of 
til e Etowah 1Il1touched , on t,he theory t,hat ill a very short. wbile 
it would be to OUl· illterest to reoccupy thc country as Jill' as the 
Etowa.h. Oil the 13HI, 14th, and l ;itll we broke up the ra.i1road 
fl'Ont t.he Etowah to Atlallta, and b~' t.he night of the 15th, the wbole 
annv was in or aroulld Atl a. nta. rpad\' tor the for' ward movement. 
3Ial'ictt.a, Cassville, an(l Atlanta' are cfestroycd ill all resp\'(· t :o;, sa.ve 
1I1(Jl'e dwelling 1I0uses, and ea.lll1ot be Ilsed to OUl· pnUlldiee for three 
yeat·:o;. On tbe Ifith all 0111" eolllllllls were ill lIlotiOIl. Howard, WI t h the 
}'iftecllth and Sevellteenth Corpl<, moved sontil east, by JOllesuol'Ong'h 
and :McDonough, in the direetion of Forsyth, crossing the Ocmulgee at 
Planters' :Mills, 01' th e Seven IsIa.lIds; t hence by Clintoll to Gordon, 
the first objective point. He met with no opposit,ioll whatcY(lJ' , and 
reached it 011 the sevellth day, the one appointed. In the mcantime 
Kilpatl'iek, len,ving' Atlanta wbeu Boward did, swept round by Griffin 
amI ForsytlI, anu made a feint on Macon, at tklt poin t driving the 
rebels inside their work :; and recHlltUl'illg' two rifled gun s, wit,h equip
1IIents cOlllplete, takeu by them f('om Stoneman last SUUlUl er. He then 
came np with R owH,nI at, Gordon, covering !tis real'. Howa.rd broke 
lip the railroad n. short dista,lIce west of GonIon (ten Ot' fifteen miles); 
and while doing this posted "Valcntt's brigade at Griswoldville, on the 
I'a ilroad, with a regiment of cavalry OIl either flank. The enemy sellt. 
Ollt three brigades from Macoll and attacked this force 011 tlie 22d of 
November, but were repulsed and severely pnnisherl. W e buried 3(1) 
of their dead on the fi eld, aUll the t,ota.I rebel loss is sta.ted at over 
1,000, while our loss was less tltall 100 killed, woullded, and missillg'. 
The Left ,\Ving, 1IIlde!' SIOCIlIll, ITloved out fl'olll A tlanta to Decatu!' 
and aloug' the Georgia railroad, destroying it as tin as :Madisou, also 
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de~t;royillg the illlportn lit. railmad hridp;e over Oeollee Hiver, cast of that, 
'1 JIll tnrned dowli to ~lilledgeville, t.he 'l'''elltieth COl'PS via Eatoll' 
t.OIl the Fonrteenth Corps via Shady Dall:) amI Eaumtoll FaetOl'Y, tlH~ 
t\\'(; eoluuHlS reaching MilJe(lgeville by the 2;:ld 122dJ, a 1:-:0 t.he appointe(l 
tillle without r esistallee or illlpedimelit. The pellitIClltiary at l\filledgC'
ville'was lmrned by eOllvids before our arrival. r hurlled t.h e raill'olHI 
lmilllillcrs and the arsellal; the State HOllse n,wl Governor's mansiou I 
left llllbal'me(l. 011 the 24tl1 the Left ,"Villg (:roSI>CU the (konee alld 
b1ll'lle(l the bridge at ~I illeugeville, lllOVillg' thence to ~a IIdtn'sville, six or 
oicrht mile/; weISt or wl1ich the 'l'went,ieth Corps wn,:-: (lela.red tlu(!(' or fOllr 
IJ(~1l'8 to rebllilll the bridges a.eross Butfa10 Creek, destl'O,Yc(1 to impede 
n:-:. J nst on tside or ~alldersville, 011 the ~6th, ,Vheeler, with 2,000 eay
nln' attemptC'd re,'istanee; bnt a single line of illfautr.v skirmishers 
dr(),:e him at, double-quick illto and through SalJ(lersville. Frolll this 
poiut the FOlIl'teellth Corps went llircet to Ll)lli~\' ille, crossing th(\ 
()()'(~echee t,here, above their intended poiHt of defell"e, without opposi
ti~lI; whil(~ the Twentieth Corl's iCIllowell alld (lestl'Oyed t,he Centra,I 
l'<lilrOfl(1 fmlll Tennille (m StatiOIl J:~) to Hilt! ~H:ross the Ogeeehpc at 
Statioll 10. l(ilpatriel<, with hi" divisioll O[ cantlry, ('ame lip to 
J\I illedgeville from (-:Ol'dOIl nn tbe ~4tl1, alld n,t Ollce I>ta ['tcII out 011 alld 
arol1l1d 0111' left. flallk jll thp (lireetioll of Sparta, Gibsoll, alld SylnLII 
GnH'e, with iURtrndions to ent the railroad leading to AUg'usta at, or 
Ileal' ".ayuesool'Ongh, alia thence, if 0111' prison PI''' we1'(\ still at Millell, 
to Inak(~ ii, dn:-:lt to rclea;:;e tllem, a.lld, retrU'lIing, to joiH navis at Louif-;
\-ill e. He did eut the railroad at 'vVaYllcsborollgh, partially blll'lIillg 
tho railroad bridge ow'r Briel' Creek (Com llli]p/'i lIorth of tha.t.), hilt 
learned thHt OUL' pri"oner,~ had already he(,11 l'l'lUo\'ed from Millen, awl 
retlll'lled to Lonisvillc', jOillillg' the FOllrteellth Corps tber(~ as ordered. 
DlIrillg,tlIi" marelt "-heeler hllllg aroulld f1,lId aitac]{('d hilll in flallk 
HlId n~Hr, aud gave him some trouble bllt 110 real illjnr,r. From Gordon 
Ilml'Hnl ii-.llowed t,lIe Central railroad, (Tossing the river at OcolJee 
bl'idge, thence to Invin's Crofls-Hoatls, destroying the railJ'()ad to 'relJ
nille (Sf). 13), includillg' Ilearl,\" throe llIile" of trestle-work OlJ both 
::;idcs oC <l1)(l OY('.1' the (kOi\f',C, sonic of it eightICcn to tW(,lIty fe,et high, 
TlIe at;tPlIlpt, to l'esi:-:t at thi:-: (~ro:-:sing cnl1al'sed wlIclI the Left vVing 
reached ~audersville .u)(l amollllted to lIothing'; hence Howard 
llI<1rcllcd in two eo]uUllls parallel to alld south of the railroad, Blair's 
(8e\,(~lItP(,lIth) eor]1:-: tlll'lIillg' lIorth and ero"lSing the Oeouee, without 
opposition, at BartOli (oJ' Statioll !)~). _I1ardee had HlJIJOllllCed at 'l'en
lillie the da'y before I wa/'i there hi" pUl'JHIlSe to dispute onr passagH at 
No. 10; hu 1-, the lllOvClllellt on LOllisville tnl'lled the line of the Ogeeehee, 
and he at Olwe f(\ll b~tCk down the railroad and river. The Ilext day, 
J)ecembt'r 3, the ~eventceuth Corps enteJ'ed "ilhm withont opposi
tion. At this point, whid,l \Va" no tOWII, bnt an illlportant. railroad 
eCllter, the vcry ]mwlsollle depot, railroad hotel, and thl'ee or four 
lar'ge st()rehollse::; wen~ hlU'IH'd. Fl'IllH Louisville the FO\lrteenth 
Corp" move(l on all outer lille l'l\stward across the railroad between 
Millen and _Augnsta by Hllarpe':-:, about where Hri(',r (~r(-'pk t Ilrns east· 
ward to the Sava.lIllah I~iver, .\llll Bnek lImul Po"t Ofiiee u) the Sa
vannab [~ive\", fLt Halley'S Feny; t.ItCIIf'P down along' 01' IIcar tile right 
bank of the Savalluah to the Charle~ton milroa.(l opposite ~lollteith. 
The 'l'wentieth Corps at the sallie t.lIlie followed a llcarly paraUel route 
next west of t,his, throngh Binlville and Sylvania., dowll to Springfiehl 
and _Monteith; the Seventeenth Corps worked down alollg tile Cell
tral railroad all the way from Station tI:} to the out~kirts of this (·it.", 
-while the Fifteenth Corps remained on and marched down the west 



7~)() OP1·:l, TW~S 1:-.1 ::i, C,) ( :,\" ,\ NIJ ]o'L~, [ CUAI'. LVI. 

Oa.llk or the Oge('(~het' lUI til oppo,.;it(~ Ed('11 (or :-itatioll l'l o. :::). The com· 
plete deHtl'Uetioll of the Central ra,ilroad \Va,.; (:olltillUe(1 hy tlw Seven, 
teenth Corps, witil which [ was, after le~n-iug Sau(lersvillc, as far at; 
Station ',H, bllt 1'1'0111 th a t, poiut to S:1n 1I1nah, so confideut was I of 
taking th~' eity, I allowed it to r emain l1udi,.;turoml, with the view 
of usillg i t. to t ha.t distance onrselves. Kilpatrick left :Lollisville witb 
iustl'H(·tioll"; t~) COvel' the r eal' of t.he eollllllllS m(wing' dO\\,11 the penin
sula, nnd also, if' li e got a'lI oppol'tnnity, to atta ck and pUlli:,;h ,Vlweler, 
who had fal,.;el y claimed to have whipped al1d dl'i\'ell him bar:k Oll hiH 
fOl'lllcr expedition to \\"aynesbornug iJ. 011 the Jth of D ecelllber Kil· 
pat,rick attaeked ,Vlieeler':,; whole force, l1mOlllltillg, as wc kIlOW, to over 
fi,UOO mell, wi t h tive glln H, a t '['[101lI as' Statiun, Oil the railroad, foul' miles 
sont.h of \\' ayue,,;ool'ongh, fl ll(l wliippetl him corupletely a mI well, broke 
his ce ll t e l', and drove hilll back ill cOllfu:,;ioll throngh ant! beyoTHI 
\Vayuesuortmgb alld a el'os ,; Bri er Creek, 1'0111' mile:,; 1I0l'th of it , a gain 
amI eOlllplpte ly burned the railroad bridge Rem f; :,; Brier ( ;I'eok, awl 
th e ll retnl'11ecl lei,;nl'cly to Alexa nder, all([ dowli t he peuimmla, (~o\'e r· 
illg 0111' rear. rt waH evidellt that the only poillt 011 the pCllinsula. 
between Ogeechee amI Savilollllnh n in'i's '''here tli e I'obel::; eOllld 
a ttClilpt to lOa ke a stant! was at itH lmrrowest poin t.-from Ogeeehee 
Uhllreh ((Ii' S tation 4~) Oil the raill'Ond to Sister' :,; Ferry on tho ::lavan· 
llah Hiver, S01IIe t\\'eh'e mil eH a.( ~ross . Here the railroad crosses t.he 
Little Ogeeehee Cree k, Oil whose ea :,;t oank were t.hrowll lip ;;Ollle earth· 
works commallding t il e bridge o\'er t he (5reek, a lld tlley had a[:,;o at 
COll,;i(lerahle labor ollilt IIIO),() ,.;uh,; talltial works across tbo ra ilroad. 
Bnt, on the lIIol'l1illg' of I )peem]wr;), ·whell t hc ,.;kirllli,.;lwr,.; of t,he Sevell· 
tee II th Corps ad v:lll eed to ('l'O:';S t he el'ce);:, tiley t()lllHl the works 
de,.;t~rt·ed ,;n,,'c hy a fe l\' pid::et,;, wlin tI ed at one voll<'y. 'rhe movenwnt 
of the Fift<'Pllth ()orp,;, (loWII tIlt' 'H',;t sitl(~ of t.lIp Ogepe1 lcl', alrea.d y 
below tlli,.; point, had left t he r ebel,; at Og(~e('he(e (;hnrcl1 llO aUemative 
ont to rnn OJ' be Cllt otf ill rear. Fl'oTll this poillt t ltere W,1 S ]]0 further 
oppo,;it,ioll until within t" ye lve or fourteen mile,.; of ~a\'allllah, Have 
illeffectunl at.tt'mpts to dd<l Y u,; by fel[ing: trees where our road crossed 
ere!'!;:,.; 01' ,.;wampJ,; ; but ill 110 ease did t he nhstl'uet.iolls canse serious 
tlel:I ,Y- t liC' Sp\'ent.eeuth Corps losillg hut thirty lIIillutes in a.ll in wait,· 
iug for tllt'i e I'ellloval, anel the Fonl't,eelltlt Corp;;, having the most 
el'peks, ' &(~. , to ero,;;;, alld being IllO:,;t flllllOyed in tliis way, making, 
ll!'vertltel(',;,.;, s ix ty mile,; ill t IJl'('( ~ days ; t.he l"ift( \unth Corps, OIl t.hc 
we,.;-t ,;ide of ()geeehee, met 110 opposition or diffienlty. 

Oil thn ,th of D ecember 0111' fonl' heads of ('olnll1ll W01'e lIearly on an 
('a,st a ll(l wcst line-(; ullem.! I-IowaI'd',,; heatl'lnal'ters beillg a t I,}den (01' 
Station 2), llillctt'en mill'S frOiIl :::l avannah, 011 the railroad; the Seveu· 
tecnth COl'pS t wo miles e<l,; t of that; alld the 'l'wentictlt and Fourteenth 
nenrly a s far dowlI. A t tllis ])oillt (Edcll) H owar d eros:,;ed part of the 
Fifteenth Corps to e:lst oank of tIl e Ogeeehee, with ,vhieh lhJI';;e pusbed 
down along t,i1e river, erosRed the ea,nal, and bad a smart lit t le e lleounter 
a,t a eros";-I'oads (,:lHt of t he IIiOlltli of the Callnonehee, capturing olle 
pieee of artillery and (h'iving baek the r ebels to the Little Ogeeehcn 
HiveI', nort.heast of Sta.tioll 1, 0 11 the Hulf r ailroad, wlierc li P brought, 
up again:,;t th e ollt er defense of t li e city in t hat. directiolJ. .Meanwhile 
the rClllaindel' of thc Fifteenth Corp,:, still wpst of the Ogeeehcn River, 
moved dOWll t oward the G ulf railroad on two road ::; , feinted to cross 
t,he Call11011Cbee near its month, crossed it highcr lip, and eat the 
Unlf rai[l'oatl a.t ·Way's St.atioll :1.11(1 aliotiH'1' poill t west of that. 'I'he 
Gulf road was aJRo cut. ('ast or t,ll!' Oge('ell('e, at or Hcar Station 1, 
and 11 tra ill of ears ealltUl'ed, 011 whicb was takr\ll ~il'. 11. H. ( ~ uylel', 
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[lrc,;idpllt of' 11\1\ l;curgia Cl'lItrat I{ailroad, wholl\ 1 Irl'a.ktL kindl.),! an.d 
';Pllt, Oil IJis ,,'ay to )Iaeoll; allel 1.)( ~ I;wCen the seven" br(\aks ot tIlls 
railrond as a1)Ove, three loconlOt.ivc::-; :llul sundry cars were (:allght. 
The dil,i"iolls of the rif'tecllth Corps Ivest of the Ug-eeclJcc HiI'm' thell 
(:i'osscd it at or Ileal' Fort .,\l·gyle (aball(lollcrl), nllll :mpported the 
othcl' (livi,;ioJ1s alr'eal1y along' the Lit,t.le Og'eeehee. The S(~venteentlt 
l!orps on [he !)th of December pn,;lJed 011 down the ma.in (or I,ouis
ville llirt) rOll(l, 011 Ihe npper (Ha.sl) awl Ilorth side of the Celltral 
J'niil'oad, aud, (lril'illg hack willt n lillc of' sl,irlllishers SOIll~ artillery 
stntiOI](~ll on the (:;lUscway. thl'Ong'h a swamp betw(~en StatIOn 2 amI 
Statioll 1 (or 1 'ooler ), l':lIllPC(l that 11 igh Ii ;Lt the la,tt(~r point. W e lost t.wo 
01' three lllen, wounded by the explmiion of two tor[l('l(loeg bmied in the 
road h eforc eu teri II;!: the swamp; seven were ling lip by prisollers we 
Iielcl~ 011 the 10th of Deeellluer t,he SeveuteentJh (JOl'PS advHl.ltcrl to a 
point live miles fr'olll the cit~r, and devel(~ped, illpurt, the rebel defense:,; 
in thnt qua rter. Oil one left, the 'l\ventleth and FouJ'teenth Cor'ps had 
eonl'innecl to :t Llvallce as rapidly as the swarnp" a.lld n;l,lTOW 1'03,d i:l would 
permit,; alld by tlw 11th of Decelllber all tho army eorps \\"e]'(~ dose 
up tn Ihe I'Bbel outer line frol1l the SlLVHIJl}ah to Ute Lit,tle Ogcedwe 
H,lver-the 1'\\,entieth Corps on OlD' extreme left, 011 tho river-ballk, H1](1 
Cl'OSSillg' the Cha,rlc:,;tou l'H,ilroHd three miles froll1 the eity; the Four
tecuth Corps Oil its I'ight, to the callal; the Seventeenth and Fifteellth 
fOl"lllillg' 0111' l'ig'ht; the whole <111 irregular line Romc fift,een Illiles lOllg'. 
'1'he Ilext day OJ' two was o(~ellpied ill tracing the rebel lille, irregnlar 
awl re-elltl':t.llt ill cOITes polldeuee with the extensive swamps lying' all 
l'ollllll the rcal' of thB eit.y, crosscd only b.f narrow eHusewayR corn
man(lcd by batteries of !teal'Y guns. During this time n river boat was 
brong ht to 011 her wa.y np. 1'1111 agl'olllld, allll bUl'ned hy om infa.ntry; 
awl wt' eaptl11't'cl a teuclel' to two gllll·boat:· which attemptp(l to _pass 
,Vinegar's battery (:~-il]('h riflpd g'lIIlS) OIl t,he rivcl'-ballk, hilt were 
driven l);1r:1\: lip tlle ri\7 er, leaving theil' tellder (a New York I:Tarbol' 
t.ug) ill onr hands almost nniujlH'ed. Ou :Mouclay, I~th illRtallt" I went 
over to our , right and ol'llere<l for Ilext day the assault by Hazell's 
diyision, of l"it'teentb Corps, on Fol't. 'Me~\..llist(~ r, the obRtacle to onr 
cOIllUlllnjcatioll witll the fleet in Ossa-baw SOHnd. "lOll will have a.lready 
rceuived, 110 doubt, th.rough the pa.per-· rail :weount] of this vcry gallant 
aJl(llHwdsoll1e affair, wiJ ich lasted jnst tifteollluillutes from the time the 
sigllal to cha.rge wa.s given till the old flag' waved on..r the tbrt which has 
so loug defied attad( by sen. Our tota.l loss \\-ns 11 killed, 80 wOllllded, 
l;l1'gel~- cansml by the torpedoes buried thickly [trOll ud the line of a ha.tis. 
I witucSi:lcd the assa.nlt from a rice mill ou ttlC Tiver, about three lIliles 
(listall t acniSS the i:la]t, marshes, tllongh the troops marched ten miles 
nrol1ml to l'each the fort hefol'eattacking it., awl irnlUcdiatelywelltLlowlI 
in n, boat to the tort the saUle evening, thell(:e on down to the tleat, 
IIho1'e 1 met .\dmiral Dahlgren and General 11'oster. At'tel' arrangillg 
with tllem for bringillg snl'plips from Hilton Head, espeeially bread aJ](l 
iiwage, whinll were begillniug to be needed, n,nd a,lso for 30-pollllllel' 
Panott.' to bombard the city, I retumed 011 the liHII to my camp. That 
night Colouel Babcock arrived with dispa.tches of importance from (Tell
Elml Ur;l.llt, hearing' UpOIl my plalls hero. '1'lIe length of Illy lines (lIeal'ly 
liftecn JIIiles) alld the natUl'e of the soil, even on tile eauseways made 
thl'ough the swalllps, ma.de nee(~ssar'y a. large amonnt of cor(luroyil1g to 
vas,; Illy traills to and from the depot of ~mpplies which 1 directe(l GcnerH 1 
Easton to establish at Kiug's Bridge (over the Ogeechee), whieh t,hn eon
t.illl.l('d (illVeloplllent of the rebel lilies oeenpied last week. 011 the 1.7th 
I. sellt, ill to nellCl'a I Hardee, by tla.g of trlll~e, 011 0111' leJt, a. SllllllllOllS to 
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sll ....ender, Lh(~ ;;o,pollllder l'al'l'utl:; I))'(kl'eil fi:olll II ilton Ilead llaving' 
a.....ived at King-'s Hl'i(lg-e, to \yhil :h, 011 the 1~1 h, liP ..et.lll 'II('(1 a I'cfusa,1. 
[ ha(1 1I0W jill' :;ome tlav:; ho111 the thn\c ..ail ..o;Hls lea(lillg Ollt of' Savan
nah, awl all other an~nnl;s of 'approa<;\l west of tlJe S;;nl,llllah Hiver, 
the only otber avellue !Jeillg' the \ ; lIioll ('a,lIseway, all 01(1 wagon road 
rullnillg frOlll tbe past, bank of tile SanLllunh Itiver froHI tile city lip 
toward Hardeeville. 'ro attmnpt to (~ Iose this by extending' ollr left 
aeross the river would have ilI\'olveIL tbe risk of isola.tillg' the troop~ 
aCI'os:; a deep river too widp tin' Illy )loutOOIl tl'nill, and npon wlJielt t,he 
rehels had two g'lIl1-l)()ats (olle il'ou-e\ad) at t,hc (:ity wharf, with bOlLts 
to throw t.heir whole 1'01'1 \(\ aeross a.g'aiust thell!. .I linterllliuell rather 
to e1o!;<(\ this ;wel1l1C from Illy Tight flank; ;lUd 011 the i!)th agaill wcnt 
dO\m to the tleet :w(l llP with the admira l to ['art Hoyal, wbere, on the 
20t.h, 1 H-l'ra.llge<\ with (;C1wrnl FO:;ler alltl t,he admil'al li)i' immediately 
brillgillg'rouUIl :L sutfiei(\11 t t6n:e thHIl tIle Ogcceli ee to llllite with Gell
eral Fo~te1":; troops, thell Iyillg a t t he be::Hl of Broad River t<H,this Plll'
pose. llig-It winds nlld l'ongh weather delayed Illy rot.m'll from 'P ort 
Hoyal, all(l beforll 1 had readied Fort. [cAllister, 011 the way back, a 
messag'c met. me 1'1"0111 Oel1era.1 Howard that. [-) <ll'dee had I'vacnatetl the 
eity ill haste, aud 01.11' troops IJad mHrclied ill witllOnt l'ef;i~tallee tllat 
1I10rllillg', the 21st. Two L1ny:; IllOl't~ alHl the gal'l'isol.l wonld ha.vo boell 
helllllled in eOl.llpletely; as it is, the eampa.ign (~ lld,' \\'it,ll thp captllre 
of tllis illlPOl'tftllt eity and uumerous depelldt>u t forts, illcludillg', a.:; 
l'cpOlted to Llle, 25,000 bales of cotton, at. least ltlO ....·\lIIS, lllany or thelll 
10-ineh, iInlll(m:;e ordnance store:', 13 loeolllotives, 1!)() ea,rs, a pontooll 
train (boa1 s), &e., and a popnlatioll of abol1t. ~O,()OIl, ilIClmling a.ny 
qu:mtity of negroes. ,Ye have a.l~o captUl'(~(l three 1ll0l'l\ boat:,:, oue of 
thelll a woodell gUll-boat, the rebels liaying blown lip their iJ'oll ·t:\a(1 
Sa.\,aullah, jnst !Jelow the city, Oil tbe nig-ht or the ~lst. 

'file Sava.nlla.!.1 Hiver, thongh O\)St.l'lll',te<l tor thc present. to large 
vCHsels, if; open for tho:;e drawing six Ol' seven feet, allcl will, as soon :IS 
pOHsible, be clem'ed for large ve::;sel., thus opening the way lor our 
gUll-boats alulOst" if not quite, to A.ug'usta., amI in suring tbe penua.ucllt, 
su!Jdiyision of the Confederacy by this lin e, with :I lIew base fol' oper
at.ions aga,inst Lee't'I rear. 

I forbore to destroy the Oeorgia Central H.ailroa<l below Stat,ion 41 
(say, forty·five llliles hOlll SavaJlllah) OIL my WH,y dO\yII, with :t view to 
use the roa(l ourselves that fill' after taking' the (J it~· . Aft.er reeeiving' 
General Grant's dispak.hes, however, it appeared llot illipossible tIJat 
this army mig-ht be ol'(lered to the James River by sea., without giving 
tilll e to iu surc th e fall of Sa\'annab, and I therefore destroyed the rail· 
rO:Id for fifteen miles baek frolll the city. The whole llumber of miles of 
ra.ilroad I have des troyed is about 21.i5-a!Jout 60 miles on t.lw Geor'gin, 
road, frolll Atlanta to Nladisoll, and 140 miles Oil thcGeorgia.Ccntral H.ail
road, from a. poillt, say, ten miles west of Gordon to Sava.II1Hlh, a,s above, 
a.lld about ;}O llliles out from Savallnah 011 the Gulf mill'oad, and about 
Vi miles Oil t he Charlest.oll ra.i1road. It, would be some time beforc 
.Jeft'. Davis could restore the eommunieatiolls so rudely intel'l'l1pted, 
aeross the heart of his empire, even if we ha<lno objeetiollS to make. 
. Yon ma,y ha.ve shared t,he eOlu'ern on onr aC(!Oullt which the II cwspapers 
awl our frieuds on the coast tell 11:; wa s f<.~lt ill t.he St.at(~s; yOll kilO\\, 

by this time that any slieh a nxieties were g-rolllHlless, The weather 
through our mal'eh waR peri'eet, ouly 1,wo claJ's of l'aill ii'om Atlnllta. to 
thc ontskirts of Sa.vannah; t,he roads ill fiun ordel'; t6rage, pigR, poul
try, :11111 sweet potatoes 1irst rate, aIHI abulldant; ami the mell all(1 
;wimals ill betterordcl' when they 1'o:I<:1Iod hel" thall wheu tIH'Y stHl'tetl. 
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A:,; to the" lioH " ill 0111' path , II'n nevo!' Illl' t hilll . Th u a.ffair at (;ri:-; · 
woldvill e, wllere O\ll ~ brigad e of' illtillli r,Y ~va s enga ged, a nd J~ ilpatl'iek':-; 
pllllis}llllent of W,h el'l cr, \\:c('(\ tll e o,ldy thIn gs on ,the 1I~:\r( ~ ~1 ltke ~1 fi ght. 

The I' it\' is ped ectly qUIet ever :-;lII ee WI' ca ll1 Cl III. 'lIl e hest t hlllg 0111' 
t.l'OOPS 11U.~1 to do WH S to :-; top th e riot ,; alltl plumleriug: wlti c~ t.h e lo\~er 
dasse::; begull a s SOOIl as llal'llel ~' s real' I ~l'osseu t he n,7cr. Tb e wlnte 
peop.le here nre the \~' nrs t wl,lipp~'l ~llId s \ll~jllgatt:'ll y~m ever :-; fl.", and 
t he n egI'oes are ha vlIl g illOu' ",1ubtlee" lIud c all1ll g' III cl'Owd. · to :;('e 
" .Mr. S h errll an ." 

December 24.-l lravp ju:-;t l'eecived no I pUI'l' frotll Henernl Grant, 
o'ivill o' a d et a i.l of' Uell eml 'l'hom:u,' opemtioll s lIJl to t.he 1Hth, a Wl
f am g l'a,tifiell beyolld IlIc:umre a t t.h!' re~.;nlt. ::lhow this le tte r to G en· 
eral Thom:1s, and tell hilll to eou:;idl~r jt addre:;sed t o hilll, a:; I have 
1I0t timn to writ e lIIore now. 1 wallt Gellernl Thoma:-; to f()lIow Ilood to 
alld h(-\\'oml t.he T Clluessee, allll not to hesitate to go all as rar ns ( :olum· 
1)1\ >; l'i'i s ~., or Selma, .A la ., a ,' 1 kuow tha t, he " 'ill have no trouhle wha.t
eve r. ill subsis tillg hi s artuy lIuy",lI el'c helow Sand MOllntaill and alollg' 
the Black \Vanior. III t,he poorest, part of Georg'in. I tOil nIl no trouble 
ju subsi~t.i lJ g tn y army and mlimals, somc 01' my 1-~OI' )JS not iS~lliug ont 
onc day':; ure:Hl from A tla.nta to Savanlla h. Keep me rully atlvi:-;cd by 
t.el eg-raph, via New York, of t ir e :-;itnatioll of' a ffairs in 'l'cnllessec. 1 will 
he Iwl'c probably fj)t' tell days longer, alld in nOnlrtlllnieutioll for n longer 
tillf(', 

1 alii , very t,I'Itiy, yom':-; , 
"V, T. SH 1';lDU,~, 

;II((jm' , (/(~ II ej'{( l. 

SPECIAL (nDQH~. :\i'I L. DIV. OF THE }h~SlSSIPPT, 
F rELI) 011 DERS, ( In th e PiP/ii , 8 £1. '!.' ((,nuah, (j ((. , 

No. 1:{9. ) December /28, 18G4. . 
:-lavallunb , b eing ll OW ill om possession , and thc river partially tiearcd 

out, :11)(1 luemlllrcs h aving heen taken to removc all obstruction:-; , win at 
on ce be made H gra,nd dc-pot fi)1' futur~ opel'atioll s . 
. I , Th e chief quartertllast e l', Gencral Ea:-;toll, will, after givillg the 

lIenes:-;;!!',}' orders touchill g th e tl'allspOl't,' ill Ogcecllee l{iver awl O$'la
1>;1 IV SO llnd, eome in pcrsoll to Sa va llnah alld t ake pOt:lsess iolt of all 
]nrb lic buil<1ings , a ll vac:tllt store-rooms, wfl rehouset:l, &1:., t,ha t may 
be now or h er eaft.cr ll eedcIl for a llY clPpa rtllle ll t of the a.rtlly . No reli t::; 
will be pa.id b y the (roverlllll cllt, of the Ulli t.el1 State:; during tir e wHr, 
a ud all l)lJilc1iugs IIIUSt be di:-; t L'iblltf'll ~w('ording to t ir e aecllt\t,omcd rules 
of t.h e 1(lIa.rt.ermafltcr's department, as tlloll g h they were pllblic prop
ert y, 

fl. The chief eonunissary of snbflisteucc, Col. .A. Beckwi t h, will 
t ruII 8fcr the graltd depot of t,he army to tile city of SavillIIra.h, 8er,nre 
possession of the Hcedful buildin gs and otli ce:-;, <llId g i"e t.he n ccessary 
orders, t.o the end t hat the aWIY lIIay h e supplied ahlluda.llt,ly nlHl \\'<'11. 

tIL The chief e llg illCel', Capta in Poe, will a.t onee direct which of tire 
enemy's forts are to b e r etaill ed for ollr 'O se and '''hich di:-;maJltl e(i a nll 
tl e fl t.royell; and the eldet' ordnalwc oftieer, Capt ain Bay lor, will, in like 
ma.ml cr, t ake possession of a ll property pertaining' to his d epHI't,lIl ent. 
eap tnred from tire ellelllY amI 1',(.IIse the i'ia.Jfl e to he collected fH1l1 (~a\'· 
r iell to point:; of' secllrit;y. All the hl'[tvy :-;I'a·coas t gUlls will be dis· 
mountell a.lld carried to FOl't Pill a-ski. 
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fT. The troop;; jill' th!~ 1)\'('1'1'111, will he g'l'ollped a))ollf, till !:ityoj' 
Sav:tJlIlah, lookillg' to t1w eOllvcnie llce or !::lI II ]):';, G !:lleral d ioe lllll taking 
from the Savannah arOlllul to abo1lt. th e sCV('II -111ile post, 011 tile canaf, 
anel G cne ral HowHnl thellee to the sea. (; c ne ral Kilpatl'id;: wjll 110111 
King's Bridgc nnW FOlt i\fcAllistf>1' is !lisllI<wtled alHl th e t roops wit.h
drawn fJ'om the I';ontil :,;iun 0[' til e O gee(:hee, wIlen hc will take post 
ahont J.\.nd er;;oll 's piall t ntioll, ou the Vlank road , and pit:ket all t,lIn roads 
leaclill~( rrom the llort iJ a llfl west. 

V. (Jcnera.1 Howard will k ee p a s mall gna'l'd a t Yo]'t:; Hose(lc lI', Bea.n
lien, vYimbe dy, 'l'hulId el'ho]t;, allll B OIIU,V( 'lItnre, alld he will eau:-;c tha.t 
shore and SkitIa way Isla lid to be exalllilled vcn' 1'108('.1\', witll a view to 
fimling mallY a,lltl (;'011 HlIiell t, poillt:,; fol' thp 1!I\l'Ga l.'kati;·lil of' troops a.lId 
wa.gons on sea-goillg' vessels. 

Br Imler or M;~i. <;eu. W. '1'. ~herllla.lI: 
L. 	 )r. nA Y'rON, 

'I ide-tle-OIlIl1]). 

Sl'ECIAL ) JTEADQUAl~TERS DEPAR,Ti\rE:'l'l' AN]) 
l~mL1) On,Imm;, ~ ARJIY Cll~ TUE 'rENKE~SF.E , 

~o. :!O:{. ~ 	 S(('IlIlnUllh, Gil" J)('cl!mba ,'!S, 181il. 

V. '1 n accordance wit-h ~pee ial Fi eld ()J'(l('l'~, S o, un, Military Di\'is
iOIl or the ~Jio;si :;sjp]li, Maj. C elio 1'.•1o~eph O~k\'haJ\~, ('Olll lll:llHling' 
Fifteellth Army O()rp~ , lI'ill sell (1 amI kt ~I'P n. RllIall gilaI'd , ill dlargn of 
a gO()(\ Ollie!'l', a t l!'0l't.~ HORedcw, Bealllie ll , "'-illlbcd,)', TJlllllfl er\Jolt, 
lwd ]{ollavell(III'!'. Sel'olld, 001. J. '1'. COllklill,ehier (lUart!~rlll<ls(er, \Yill 
e1o~'I.r ex a,lllilin the ~hol'e:; in t,11C yi e illity of t hos!' fort.· alld. :-lki(l<!.II·a.r 
hilalld, with the "iew ortitl(lillg 11l<W y alltl (;o llvcniell t poillt:-; jin tile 
ernbarkarioll oftroop:-; alld Wa.g-Ollil ill :'lC':I-goiIl O' vesse ls, all!l will as ~OOll' 
a.s po~sible l'CPOl't t bel'l'OIl iu writillg to these he~Hh]lmrte l';:. 

By ()J'(lm of .Ma:i. n e ll. O. O. j lowanl : 

SA1\[1,. L. 'l'AGOA Wi', 


.it ,~sL~t(/,nt ./lrljutaut- Ue1t.e'1"1I I. 

SPEC[AL On,DEH:':, } I IntlH tl . . Flrl'EE"' ~'TI AlLYlY COllI'S, 
N o, 20.'i. SI/.t'{t:luwh, Ua., /)euelJilll:r 23, 186'4. 

lII. Th e (:omm:lll!lillg" ofliecr of Sceoll(l Division will !'all se to be (1(>
tailed olle reg'iment of an average :;t,r e llgth or 3:iO lII e ll, alld a workillg 
pa rty of Jit'ty n egJ'Oe~, to report fort.liwi t lJ til Colollel Bed,witll, chief 
cOllllllissa.ry, at the Inlldillg, King's Bridge. Th(~ .First., 'l'l1il'd, alld 
.Fourt.h Divisions of t,he Fifteellth Al'lIIy Corps will be r eady ((n' revie w 
to-llIOlTOW at n.;:o a. !.Il., alld draWl! lip ill lille ill t he following order: 
Genernl Cllal'1es n. ","nods, ! ~om[llall!]illg Fir;;t, Divisio ll, \dl\ (l eplo,)' his 
lilw, the right ro,.,tillg 011 tll e park, fl'ollting' !.Iorth, alH1 rlilluing west to 
t,he eOl'!lel' of We:t Broad F;tref't , aud thell lje dow lI that F;trpet. General 
.John E. Smit,h, l'ommalldillg" 'I'hirll Divi sion , ta,]\e~ up t.he ali g lllJ101lt. or 
the Fil'st Divi8ioll, pxtellding his lill(' down \\'! 'st Broad, llllcl t.h en at 
right. a.ngles illto ~ollth Broa!L stl'l·ct. Gellcl'al .Tohll ~I. Corse deploys 
the Fourth Di"isioll ill SOllth Broad street" on the left, all(l Oil aligll
ment with Gpllel'al Sillith's (li ... is ioll. '['he Art.illery "Brig-atlp i(mllS o n 
the ('xtreJne h'ft, Hilde I' sp?(:iul illstl'lIdion s from thcse heauqnart.el's. 
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rOl\l'th, alllhulall('C (;orp::;; fifth, o)'(ll1anoe tra.in; ::;ixth, slIpply traill. 
Col. .Iohll 'l'illsoll will detail nvc cOlllpallies of lJiR cOlllllland to llIar-ell 
ill rea r of the tra iII. 

B~' ol'd<>1: of Maj. Gen..1. A. "oweI': 
CBA:::;. OHRfSTENSEN, 

Lieut. , Ail7"-,,,~.(II/:IIII). ((./II/ Al'fill,l/ As.~'i.~tll1/.t .lllljut(I'IIt-OclwI'1I7. 

Cmf'ULAH.] ilEADQIlAll'I'ETlS FOUR'l'EENTII AR)[Y OOHPS, 
S(!ulnnah, Oa,., DeeemlIGi' 2.'J,18(j·l . 

'rile corps will Le prepal'ed for review by l\1a~ior-Gelleral Sherman on 
'fueR(layor Weduesda.y next in the gtl·eet.s of Savannah, the mt·'11 with
out knapsa.cks all(ll1l<ll'ching by platoolls. Divif;ioll ('oHllllalltlers will, 
ill t.he short time which intervpnes, pla.ee their respceti\'c (;ommalldR ill 
the h.'st possible state of dl'ill, (Iiseipline, amI soldiel'l.v appeal'all(;e, 
alltl wi 11 see that CVf'I'V availahlc mall i" ullder a nns. 

By 01'11(,1' of Byt. .l\l;;j. (3ell. IT. C. Davis: 
A. O. McCLCIW, 

];;Iwtellllllt·(}o/!mfi {(uri Chi1flJ/ Stl/:!l: 

(;F.XERAL ORDF.Rf.;. I IIRAnQliARTERS CI'['Y OF SAVANNAH, 
X O. 1. \, 8(('IlImnah, Gil., J)1~('IJ1I1I)el' 23, 18G4. 

In accoruance with o]'(lcr8 received, Hie II ndcl'Rigll(\(1 has asslIlIle(1 
(·.olllllIalltl of the (:ity. 'rile following- statr otliecl'l' are (lnlloullced: 
Oapt. 'iV. 'I'. Porbe>" assistant ad.inta,nt·g:ent'ml and ehir,f of staff'; Capt. 
~. B .. \Vh(>eloek, acting a.>'sistant acljut,ant-gel1el'alj l.iellt. 001. A .. H, 
Jaeksoll, illspeetol'; Capt. Moses Veale, aide-IIe·e aJllp; Oapt. John J . 
Cantine, aide-de·('amp; Liellt. \Villiam C . .Armol', aide·(]e,cf1rllp; ('apt. 
Ira B. SeYlllour, Pl'ovolSt·marshu.l; Oapt. G. J~. Parker, assistant qaar· 
termaster, post qnal'tel'lnaster; Oapt.•1allies Gillette, eOll1ll1iSsllJ',Y of 
suusi:,,;teuee, post (:ornmissary. They will be obeyed nIHl l'()speeted 
:w(·ordillgly. TIle otlkes of' t.he general commandillg' and of the adju· 
tallt·general's and illspeetor's departlllents will be in the Centl'aJ Rail
road Bauk Building, next to the 17. S. ('nstol1l f-lou:,,;e. Oflit:e bolll'1S f'Il' 
ol'dinary hllsiness from 10 a. Ill. to 3 p. III. The omee>' of the other staft· 
departments will be in the Exehallgc Bllilding amI vidnity. 

;INO. \'7. GEARY, 
.Bri,l/((Il-iel'-Gene/'(/l, F. 8. IYol1InteC1',~. 

PO::;'!'·OFFTCE DF.PAH1')UmT, ApPOINTi\IENT OFFICE, 
, Washing/.on , Dccember 23, 18(,4. 

Col. A .. H. MARKLAND, 
Spec-iftl A[Wnt Post· o,Uiec .Depa.)'tnwnt, Pn~.~(' /lt: . 

Sm: You will proceed immediately to the hea.dqnarters of Geneml 
Shm'man, near Savannah, Ga,., and repoTt to him a.s the agent of' this 
department, to arra.nge for the I'egular tl'lwsmission and distribution of 
the mails for hi:;; al'my. Yon will ha.ve tlw entire a.lld exelnsive cOlltnl! 
of the:;;e mails, subject onl.,- to (he ,o{'(lcl'R aud dir('ctions of (·lelloral 
Sherman. 

Lam, \'espectfllll.\', &e., 
ALEX. W. RAXDALL, 

Adiu[J Po.~tmastel'· U (meraZ. 
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I LEAIJt!IlAHTl~ III':\LILITAJ::.Y DIVI~lOl\ (ll" TllI-: :\II~~l::;~lPl'l, 
SIlValllll1h, flu." /)('(:clIIlia ,~i, Riljj. 

Liellt. (iCII.L.:. S. UI{'A.Nl' , 
Oity Point, If(I. : 

(;ENJ' J1AL: Y 0111' le tte r of Decem\)!'!' 1;-; i" ,ill"! received. 1 li!el yt\l'y 
IIl1lt:h gra.ti1iC'd nt re(~eivillg the IW[J(I"olll<' (:ollllllellliatioll :nlll 1)<1,)' Illy 
'll'llly. I will , ill g e!l era I onler", ('I)JlVCY .t~) the ollieers ;md IllC!l.! he 
"llbtit<1ut'l~ of ~'Olll' !lOW. I alll also grat,ltied t hat you bave IIlotlltied 
\'onI' 1cl1'Iuel' 0]'(11'1''', HH 1 fe:II'c(1 tha.t tlw trHllsportat.ioll by sea would 
"'1'1',)' IllllClt d!8tllrl~ t,he 1I11ity aud. mOI'HI(~ of lI1y :trILIY, !lOW so pel'tt\ct. 
The o( '(;Upatloll 01 Ka vallnnh, wLlleh I have heretofore report ed, eo01
pletl''' the 1irst p,lrt, or onr gaJllt~ , all(~ fl.ll ,tills a ~Teat part of .\'on1' 
i'ustl'uet.io!ls, alld I :1111 !lOW eugaged III (!Jsllumtllllg the I'ebel 1orb; 
",hiell Iwar lIP0!l tim "en chaulle l:s, a!ld tram;felTillg' the IIt·av,)" onl
IlHIWe alill Hllllllllnitioll to Fort 1'nl:lHki, where th ey I;all bp more ca"ily 
p'lIarded thnllif left in tilt' ( : it~· , The reuel illllel' lilies arc well adapt.ed 
to UIII' pUI'Jlmw, alld , with "light U1uditit-at.iouH, (\llH be helt! uj' a 1;011\· 
pal'ativply small fore(', allil ill ahout. tt'll (lays I exped to b(.~ rendy to 
sally forth :Ig':Jin. I feel 110 douht wll:ltevel':\:; to 0111' fntl.ll'C piall"; I 
110lv(' thonght thelll o\'er :;0 IOllg alld well thnt they appeal' as dear HS 

daylight. lleft AIIgll4a IIlltou('hcli 011 pUTpo:;e, ueeau:;euo\\, th e enelllY 
wiII (HI ill (Iouht :\" to Illy ob,iedivl' poillt after l;J'oHsing' HIe S:fhlll
lIah Hi\'e l', whether it. be AlIgm;ta or Charleston, atlll will natm'ally 
divit.le his tiJl'('es. I will tllt'll Ulove either Oil Bmllcbvill(' or Colnmbia, 
Oil lillY elll'\'e(1 liue t.lJat. gives llIe the 1>(",,1, Hnpplies , breaking up in Illy 
('OIHHO a:; lIIuch milt'oat! <\01> possible ; theil, iglloring Charleston and .AII· 
g'1I:;t.a uoth, o(\cnpy Coltlluuia alld Cmllliell; pansillg there 101lg enough 
to observe the effect I wonltl st.rike for the Charle:;toll ami Wilmillgtoll 
((ailmad, :;oll1ewherc betwel'u the Sail tee and tho CapeF'oar Hiyor, and, 
if possible, communicate witIJ the t\llet 1I11der Adllliral Dahlgren (wbom 
I Ii nd a Illost agTeea ble gelltlcman, in (WCl,;), way aeeollllHodatillg' himself 
10 OUI' wishes alld phhIlH); theul would 1',1 YOI' Wilmington, ill the belief 
t,hat ,Porter :lUll Bntl(~r will fail ill their pl'esent ulldertakillg. eha,des
tOil i,,, IIOW a IlJeI'P de"olated wreek, u,lId i" hardly \VOl'thy the fillIP- it 
wOllid tn-ke t~) Ht,ar\'(~ it, out; Htill, 1 am a ware that, hi>:tol'ie:ln,v alld politi
(lally, I.llllell illlPortance is at,tl1ched to the place, alld it way be that, apmt. 
li'o\1l it" lIIilitrll'Y importauce, uoth you awl th(~ adllliui:;;tmtioll would 
prefer I should give it 1l10l'e atteution, aud it would be well fol' yon to 
g-ive 1\HI some genera,1 idea OIL that sLluject, a.s otherwise 1 would treat 
it, as 1 have expressed, as a poillt of littl'e ilU})Olta,lIee after a.Jl its rail· 
l'owlS leading into t,lle interior are destroyed 01' oceupied by liS. But, 
(III t he hypothesis or igllorillg Charleston alJ(l taking ''''ihuingt,oll, 1 
would then fayo!' a 1ll0Ve01l'ut di1'eet, on Ha.\eigh. 'rite gallle is then lip 
with. Lee, unless he comes out of H.iehmoud, avoids YOIl, aut! tights me, 
ill which evellt 1 should reckol.l 011 your beillg' Oil his heels. 

Now that I-Iootl is nsed up by TllOmas, ] feel disposed t.o uring' the 
lila tter to all issue jllHt a" quiek as possible. r feel confident tha.t I cau 
hretLk up the whole milI'oad sy ·tem of Sonth Caroliua ~Ll1d :North Caw
Jilin , a lid be 011 the j{,ollllokl\ either at H.aleigb or 'VeldOll, 1>y the tilne the 
"lll'illg' fairly opells. And if YOll feel eonfident that you cau whip J,ec 
ollt"ide of his illtnmehments, I fed c(Jually eontidel.lt that 1 can handle 
him in t,he OpCIl cUllutl'y. One reasoll why I would igu()re Charlestoll 
j" this, that I 1>elieve they will redllee the garrison to:t small force, 
with plenty or )ll'ovisiol.ls, and 'I know that the lI~ek back of CharlestOll 
( ' :,111 be 111<1(1('\ i!lI}"H'eguable to assault, alld we will hardly have t·imc for 
"·I.!ge operations. I will ha\'e to lea\'e ill SavHul.laLI a garrison, anti, if 
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'l'homas call tillUI'O them, I. would like to Llave a,ll delaeHlllen ts, COllV<L
lCSCCllts, &c., belong-illg to these fOlll' ('orp:; tiCllt fOl'wal'd at once_ 
dOIl'L wallt to cripple Tholllas, 1>ecanse I J'egard h.iti opel'atioll~ Uti a.ll 
importallt, Hmllha.ve ordered him to pll!'H\W ]Joo(l dowll illto Alaba.ma, 
tI'Ustillg to the COlllltl'y fol' snpplies, I reviewed olle of my co!'ps to-da.y, 
alld sliall (:olltillne to review the whulo ttl'lllY, I dOll't like to boast, bnt 
I believe tliis a.nllY 1ms a C()ILt1clelll;(~ ill it.'elf tha.t makes it allllost ill
villcible. 1 wish J~ OIl would ruu tlOWll a.lldHec nH; it wOllld ha.ve a good 
eJfect, :111(1 would show to both arlllies t,ha.!: thoy meaetillg 011 a, co III III on 
plall, The wea.ther is now cool a.uel ple:J.Hallt, alld the gelleralhealth 
very good, 

YOIlI' true frielld, 
W. T. tlHEHl\1A]\', 

il1qjur- (Jeneral. 

HBADQU AR'l'EH::; MILITARY l>rVl::ilON Ul"~l.'ln; llII::;srssIPPI, 
In the Pichi, SnlxmnaJt, U(/ .. fh:ccmuer .in, 18C4_ 

Maj. Gen. n. ,V. HALLI';'CK, 
Ohief of Sta,U; lYr/Nltinrllun Oity, D. 0.: 

GBNlmAI,: I had the plea~mre to receive your two letters of the 10th 
alld l~th installt to-day, :111(11 feel more than usua.lIy flattered by the 
l1igh ellcomiuUls you h:lo\'o passed on 0111' reeout campaign, wl1ieb it> 
1I0W complete 1>y the occnpatioll of Sav:ml.la,h. I am also very gla.d 
t.hn,t, General Grnnt liaS ell<lllged his mind abont cmbarking Illy troops 
for ,} ames l{.in~ l', lea ving lllP frce to make the broad swath 'yon d('t-'eribe 
throngh SoutLt and North Carolilla, and still 1II0l'C g'rntified nt the 
IlOWS frolll Thomas ill 1'euuessee, beeanse it fllHills Illy pIau, whit-h COII

tcmplated his being fnlly able to di sposc of IJooli ill (\f\.se It<! vcnt\ll'ed 
llorth of the 'l'ennessee ltiver; so 1 t;IJillk, 011 t,he ",llole, J call ehuckle 
OVOI' ,Teff. Ua.vb:;' tlisappoiutment in 1101. t.uruing m~r ..\tlantll (:ampaig-n 
into a j\lo:>.eo\';" uisa::>tel'. I IHtVC jllHt f'inished a long' letter to Uelleral 
Grallt, alHl have explailled t.o him that we are ellga.g'cd in shiftillg onr 
base from the Ogecchee Oy(~l' to the Savanoah Hiver, dis1.I1antlillg all 
t,he fints made 1>y the ellelllY to. bear npon the salt-water ehannels, a11(1 
tnlll::>ferl'ing the .hea.vy ordnance, &0., to FOl't Pllla,ski alld Hiltoll 
Head, and in remodelling the ellemy's interior lines to snit, our' futnre 
plans and purpotles. J ha.ve also laid down the programme of a. eam
paigll whidl I ca.n make this winter, and put me iu the spring Oil the 
Roalloke, in direct eOJUnlllni(:atioll with him on tbe Jnmes River. In 
general term:,;, my])lan is to turn over to Gelleral Foster the city of 
Savannah, amI to sally Jhl'th, with my anl1,)' resupplied, noss the 
Savallnah, feign on Charlestoll alJd Aug-usta, bnt i'itrikp between, 
breaking ell rlmte the CIl(u-lest()1l and Allgllsta Hailroad, also a Ia.rge 
part of that, ii'om Brauc.hvillc a.nd Ca-melen to\\':1rrl NOI-th Carolina, :loIld 
thell rapidly moving to sOllie point of the railroad from Charleston to 
Wilmillgton, between the Santee al1{1 Cape Fear Hivel'H; then, eOllll11ll
nicating with the l'1C(~t ill the neigl1borhood of (;eorgctown, I wonM 
turn upon \lVilmil1gtoJl or Cha.l'lestoll aecordillg to the importallce of 
either. 1 rathor prefer 1Villllil1gton, as a live place, over Charleston, 
whieh is d(' acl Hnd unimportant wheu it::; railroad communications are 
hroken_ r take it for granted the present movemellt ou "Wilmington 
will fail, becan8e I };:110W that gUll-hoatH eamlOt, take n iill't, allel Bntler 
lIas lIot the three 01' the alJilitv to take it. If t shollid deterlllille to 
takp Clm1'leston 1 wonld tlll'll a~:rosH the cOlllltr'y, ",hid. lllavo llllllte<l 
over manr a tilllC, fI'OIU Sail tee to !\I(lllllt Pleasallt. thTowillg olle ",iug' 
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Oil the pPUilltillla het\\"clm A::; lde,), allll CoopeJ', Aft l'!' aecoU1pli"hiJlg 
01lll OJ' other of t,he::;c cHIL' I would lIlake a. twe-lino tor Haleigh, 01' 

\Veldoll, when Lne would. tw ii)reed to como 011 of Hiellllwlld. 01' ae
1(1lowledge hilliGelf beatell, Ue would, I thiuk, by the use (It' the Dan
ville I' ililroad , throw hilll i-lelf I'apitlly bdwren me alllt (it'Hnt, leaving 
l {.icI.tIIlOll<l ill tllo hands of the laUe!'. 'l'hi s w(Julu. Ilot alarm lIle, for I 
hilve ilU <IrIlly which I t.lJink CHII malleuver, arllll wOlild t())'\~e lIiIll tA) 
:ttt,wi,; JIIe nt a di;;n<1vantage, nl\\-ay" nllder the "nppoF: ition t,hat Uraut 
woultlbe Oil IIie; Il eel,,; alld if t,h e WOl'l'>t call1(l to the worst r conltl Hgl.tt 
\IIV wav <10\\·11 t,t) AlbelJlarlc Moulld 01' N.,\\- lkriltl, 

" thi'i!1;: the ti me has COllie rlOW when we shonld attempt the boldest 
IIIOVO" , ;!.!Itl lilY I ~xperiellf:e iti that they me c<l::;ier of executioll than more 
timid on Ol'> , liecam;e the enell.lY ii-l di;;coueerted by tLHilll-a" for 
ill"t: llICC, Illy I'<wellt e<llllva.igll. I al"o doubt the wil'><1ol1J of eOIlt;Plltra
tioll bl'yond a ('f'rtaill poillt, as t he I'oatl~ of this eOlllltl'y lilllit the 
alllollllt oi'mell that enll he brollght to bear ill any Olle bat,t.le; allli .r 
dOIl 't h cli tlye any olle gelleral call l!alltlle more t.lnlll (;0,000 lIIell in ba.t
tI e. I thiJlk Ill.)' eallljmign of the la ~t 11l01lt.h, a" well ai-l every step 1 take 
1'1'0111 thiR poirit lIortll\\';linl, is a.R lIIueh a. direet attaek upon Lee's arlllY 
as tllfHlgh r were . oper a ting withill tl!> ::;o lllld of his artillery, I alii 
yery 'hll.xion" tha.t 'fhOlnas should 101l0w 1I]l Id s ,' lIeeCtiSes to the very 
IIttt'I'1l10s t ]lOillt, 1\1y orders to hillJ be fore 1 le ft Killgston were, a.fter 
b(~atillg Hood, to folio\\" billl as far as Colullihus, l\Iiss" 01' DelJlla, .Ala., 
both of wldelt lie ill distriet::; of eount.rv which I know to l)e I'ieh ill coru 
aUlllllt \at. T :Ittaeh more illlportall t;e"to these d eep ill<:isious illto the 
e lloUl.Y'" eOLllltry, becallse t bil'i WHI' dif'f'en; froll1 1';lll'Opeall wan; ill this 
partit:lllar, vVe a,rellot ollly tighting' host.ile arllliei-l, but a· ho"tile peo
ple, alld IlIl1st \11<11\(\ old and ;YO llllg, ridl and POOl', feel thc hanJ. balld 
or \\"al', a" well a s their ol'gaui7.ccl al'lIIi(~s , J kllow that this Ieecnt 
mO\·C lIIcllt or mille thl'ongh U eOl'gia lias had a womlori'ul efred in this 
I' e'-;I)( ~t :t. 'fhom!:1J1lls who had been deceived hy their lyillg papcl''' into 
(,lit.' boli e f that we were beillg whipped all thl' time, rea.lizell the trnth, 
allri IIlIYC liD appet.ite fill' a repetitioll of t.he ~allw experiellee. To be 
," "1'1', .1 efr. .Da.vis has hi8 ppopl >nntler a pretty good sta.t(\ of cli~ciplillc, 
hilt 1 think faith in him i" llIuch shllkeu ill (;eorgia; a1ld I thiuk before 
we tHe done, SOllth Clll'olilla, will 1I0t he quite ~o temp('stuollS. I will 
oear' ill miud ,YOUI' hint as to Char.Jestoll, and don't t,hink salt, will be 
lIeCeSSal''y, Vlhen 1 move t,he Fifteellth Corps will he 011 the rig-ht of 
tIl e Hight'iVillg, a.nd their positioll will bring them, na.turally, into 
Charlcstoll first; alit! if you 11l1;ve wl\.t,dle<l the lJistory of tha.t corps yon 
will ha.ve renwl'kec1 tll:Lt they generall.y do their' work np pretty well. 
The tl'lIt11 is tht 'whole arlllY is bnming' with all insatiable desire to 
wren\\. vl'lIg'cam;e UpOll Sonth Carolina. 1 a.lmost tl'embl e nt, her fate, 
bnt, fed that she dCf~eJ'vt>f; all tha.t ~pems iu ~tOl'C for her. lallY and 
lII;tIlY it- perSOli ill Georgia asketl me why we didllot go .to Sonth Caro
lilla , and whell J answered that I was ell route for that State the 
illva.riablc reply was" Well, if yon will make t hose people feel the 
::;everities of w:tl', we will p.u'd on yon 1ill' your d e"olatioll of Georgia." 
I look 11])011 Colulllbia. a s qllite as bad as Ch,irlestoll , alld I doubt 
if \\'e l'>ha.ll spal'e the [lubli(' lmildings there, as we did at. 1VIilled~e
viJ]P. I IJave been iiO busy lately that I have 1I0t yet. made Illy offi
chtl r e port. alld thillk I hall bl\ttel' wait uutil I get my subordillate 
re ports beti)re a.ttempting it, a s 1 am anxious to explain clearly, not 
olily the I'easons tOI' I\vliry "tep, hilt tlw alllollllt of exef:lItion dOlle, a.lld 
this I eallllot dotllltil r g'et t.lle,,,"bol'dinatel'eports; forwcuIart'lwd the 
whole (listance ill tour or 1II00'e eolulIll1s, amI, of eoul':'e, 1 could only be 
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l)l'esellt wi Llt Olle, a lid gell erally tbat. olle ellgaged ill de,..;troy i III,!' l'a iIroads. 
This work of de,' t l'ndioll was ped'ul'llled bett.el' tl'l:lll Il ;,; 1.1 aI, lH'eause 
J bad all e llgin eer I'PI.:-illll\llt provided with ehwl< to twist. t.Lw har'l< after' 
heillg heated. Such 1.)[11'" ('fIll lIe"c1' he used agaiu, aJl(l the ullly way 
ill which it I'aill'oad lille call be re('ollstnwtcd ~l('rOI<S Georgia will be t-o 
IBake allew road fl'om Fail'blll'lI Sta tiol1, tWCII toy· j()II r mile:;; SOil tlt west of 
AtlalIta, to Madisoll, a distance of 100 miles; alld beti)l'c that ('an be 
donc I propoRC to he OIL the I'oad frolll A ngllsta. to Ohmleston, whidl is 
It coutllluatioll ot' tlw same. I telt somewhat di;;appointed at Hardce's 
escape 1'1'011.1 me, bllt rea lly alii lIot to blaUle. l move(l as quick as 
IJossible to eio"e up the "I ; lIioll Causeway," bnl illten'cllillg' obstaeles 
wern sllch tha,t. be ti)re 1. ('ould get Illy troops 011 the rO~Ld Hrtrdee had 
slipped 011 t. Still, lImo\\' that tIl e lIIell tlta t wcn~ in Sa va llllalI will be lost, 
ill no ruea~mre, to Jeff. Havis; fill ' t.be Georgia troops. 1I1lder (T. "T,:-;lIlith, 
deelal'ed they wOlllt.1 not light iu SOllth ();\.I'olilllt, allti have gOlw Ilorth 
ell rOllte fot' AUg'lu,ta, aud I have reasoll to believe t he North ( '<1 1'0' 

]ilia troojls have gOlle to Willllington-ill otlwr \\'ords, they are s('at· 
teredo I have reason to believe that ]-:p;Hu'egard was pre"ellt ill 
Sa,Y;LlJllah at the ti!lle or its c\'aenation, all(l I thiuk htl alld Hardee are 
1I0W ill Charinstoll, l!ouhtJe::;s making prepamtiol.ls Ji.ll' what they kllow 
will be HI,)' llext t;t.cp. 

Please sa.y to the .PreSIdent tlIat 1 l'eeeiv'~li his kilH[ IlJessage through 
- Colollel Nial'ldalld, a 1[(1 feci th fUlkfulfor hit; high faNol'. ]f I disappoillt 

him ill the futnre, it shall 1I0 'be fJ'01l1 wa.nt of zeal or' love to tIle (mllse. 
Of YOll I expect a rull aud fJ'HlIk l:I'iti(~iSlIl or III.)' plans Ii)!' the fut.lIrc, 
whi(~lI llIav ellahle lIIe to I:orrect crl'Or::; befoj'(~ it, is tou lat(" l clo 1I0t 
wish to 1)(; ra.sh, bllt WlIllt to g-ive Illy rebel fl'ielld" 110 ehanee to a.cellsP 
us of w[Lnt of ('uterpriSlJ or eOllrage, 

,\ssul'ing YOIt of Illy high pen;ollal re"ped~, r j'('lliaill , a s ever. ,"Ollr 
friend, 

W. T, t\HlmM..:\~ . 
.1l((jlll" UClIt:l'lIl. 

I IIHltlr~l'-llIt'IIt.1 

)Iaj. (iOll. U. W, I-IALLECJ\. 
eMI;!' of ~t({,~' 0/ the .L ll'lII,l): 

UEi'iEIIAL: 'l'his letter wa" brollght hy Liellte llallt Dllllll, of llly "tall', 
with t.he rC(llle;;t that] wOllld open auti mad it , as it (:olltailled olle or 
two poi Ilts which hi:,; letter a.ddressed tQ IDe 1I0es lIot. con tain. 

HespectJully, 
U. S. 0 HA~'l', 

Licltte-na.1l t· (lel/eral. 

Ib;,UH~lTAI~TEH, :; 1VlILITAH,Y ])lVISJ01\ Ulo' TIn; i'l1J.~~I~~ll'Pl, 
S(('i'nnlloh, Uo., Dccemu!:1' /}1, 1861. 

l\I3:jor·( }ellera IWHEELEH , COil fCllenlte AJ'my, 
81:1'c ven',~ ji'erI'Y, South .oil 1'01 i /I(/.: • 

GENERA L: Yours of thi" tla.tc is reecived. I will let that lady laud, 
lmt uo more. No l)l'ovisioll has been lllade for the families ill :::iavalillah, 
and IItallV of t,lIelJl will slltfpl' fl'OJII wHllt-and I will llOt undertake to 
je(~d thel~l. 1 will gi ve notice that all fiuuilies \I' ho wish to leaye call do 
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80, ",lid will pro~ide the Illeans of .ge~ting them to .General Ha.rdee's 
headquarters. l' ou neet~ not semI III for. small pa,rtICS, and I will 1l0t 
permit allY more flags ,of truce by subordlllate eommalldcrs. 

I am, yOUl' obedient servant, 
W. 'r. SHBRMAN, 

111.ajot'- Gmuwal, OO1nmand'i11[j. 

P_ S.-If you!: pidwts fire on Ollr boats, I will clear SlwCLunab and 
river of all unfriendly parties. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 
M(~jor-Gc'ne/'al. 

THUNDERBOLT BA1'l'Er~Y, 
Sat'llt'dny, Decembcr 24, 1864-,12.30 p. In• 

.l\fa,j. Geu. W. T. SHERMAN, U. S. Army, 
Comdg. Army of the Military Di1)is'iun uf the ,M'issi8Sippi: 

GENERAL: Vessels drawing fift.een fect and nnder can eOllle up to 
this place now, entering at Wassaw Sound. The river has been drag· 
ged for torpedoes, and none have yet been discovered. 'rhe monitor 
Sangamon, Captain YOllllg, alld the Passaic,Oaptain FillebrowlI, are 
now dose beside the work at Turner's Rocks, and will be at ancbor at 
this place ill a few hOllrs. I have Illy vessel at work souuding and 
putting up lUarks for navi:;:-ation! anu will anchor here to-uight. I 
respectfully recOIumend maklllg thiS place your present depot for large 
vessels. A short wharf, 100 feet long, will sntlice for vessels of deep 
draft, and materials for its cOlll;trnetioll are near a,t ha.nd. 

Respectfully, 
CHAS. O. BOUT.EIjLE, 

A8sistnnt, Ulif/,.~t 81/,),/,I:.IJ, ()01n'/lt(/.ndiurJ U. S. Stewlllel' Bibb. 

SPECIAL ~ HDQJtt-l. MIL. DIV. OF 'I'HE .·SISSIPPI,. }\.IIS
FIELD ORDERS, In. the P'ield, Savwnnah, Ga., 

No. 141. Decembcr 21, 1864. 
L General Easton, chief quartermaster, is charged with the general 

responsibility of public pl'opert,y in the city. He will take possessioll 
of all cotton l:Lnd ot.her quartermaster's stores. He will also assigu 
quarters to officers and troops, and designa.te such buildings, lots, &c., 
for public use, and have full control thereof. Officers serving with 
troops will not be allowed to occupy buildings in the city unless the 
troops are also doing duty in the city, and COll)S, division, and hrigade 
quartermasters aDd cOlllmissa,rieswill notbo allowed to establish them
selves at any depot ill t.he city or elsewhere except upon cOllsultatioll 
wit.h the cbief qlla,rtermaster or chief eommissary of uhsisteuee. The 
occupation and use of building'S or rooms for amusement will be regu
lated by Geneml Bastoll, and no private property will be removed from 
buildings, or made use of, by officers or troops except by eOllsent of 
hilll. • 

II. The eh~ef commissary of subSistence, Colonel Beckwith, will take 
possession of all subsistence stores and be charged with their distribu
tion, as also the supplying of destitute fa,milies, confel'l'ing with the 
mayor of the city as regards the necessities, &c., and army cOll1ll1allders 
will !lot make issues directly. 
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participa.ted, and has distinguished himself for hi::; coolness allli "aIm. 
He is a, man of strictly temperate Hud cor)'(~ et habits, and 1 recommend 
that he be promoted to tile rank of major amI .a::;sistant, a(ljlltant·gen. 
eral. 

Very respectfully, 
M. 	 D. LEGGE'l'T, 

Bl'ifju(Uer· Oenent.i. 

SPEClAL ORDERS, tHD("lH~. FOUHTTI DIV., INn ,,~R]\'fY Com's, 
:N o. 164.) Savannah, December 24, 18(;4. 

'I'he 'l'ltird Briga.de, Brig. Gell. "V. VIr. Belknap cOlnmalltiiug, will 
lllOve to a new camp neal' BOllaventure Cemetery promptly at 7 a. lll. 

to'IUIHTOW fnorning. 'rhe coll.l1l111 will lIIove by these headquarh~I's. 
from which point t.hey will be cOllllllcted by Oaptaill Gurley to their 
camp. 

By order of Brig. (l-en. Gile>; A. Smith: 
UHAS. H. BUUSH, 

Aeting A ,~~'ist(J. nt t !.djntamt· (jenera I, 

GENERAL OnnEU::;, ( F1.lJ(~H::;. UITY OF SAVANNAH, UA., 
No.2. ) . December .'2-1, 1864.. 

I. 1·'01' cOllveni()nee in military government all that portion of the 
(~ity lying east of Bull stn'ot, i,' designated <IS the eustero district; that 
lying west, (If Bull street, as t.h e \\'e::;teru di::;t.rid. Col. William B. 
'Voods, ~eveuty · sixth Ohio Volunteers, i::; allnoullced Hl'; PI'O,-ost·rnar· 
:;hal of the ea!'te!'1l district,; his head(]llarter!' will bl' ill the U. S. 
baL'racks OIL Dull street. Col. H. A. Hal'llullI, Ouc lllludred auel fOl't,y· 
ninth New York Volullteerf;; is allllounced a::; provost·marshal of the 
westel'll di::;trict; his iJeadqu[l,rtcrs \\' i1I be Ilea r t.lte eomer of lia.mar(l 
and SOllth Broad streets. All applieation~ /:'01' protection of pel'::;olls 
and private property, or for redrt's~ of gl'ievauce:;, will be made t.o the 
}Jrovoi;t·mal'sIll110f the distriet or to tlH ~ lIearest officer of the gnat'd. 

II. .Eaeh regilllent on provost duty will h,w(l a::;signcd to it defiuite 
limits within wlJiell to perform guard awl pat.Tol duty, a,nd the l'egi· 
lUeHtal comD1amlers will be held re::;poH!'ible tor the l)eace lLud good 
order of their respective ::;ect.ions. The provost-marshals of districts 
wiII number the sections assigned to the::;e regiments. 

III. All public and priva.te property will be protected, and whenever 
llecessary tor sHch purpose speeial g'U<1.l'ds will Oe aSf'.igned. No pri· 
vate property will be taken or used against the cOllseut of the owners, 
except upon all order from propel' alltilOl'ity. 

1 V. Otncers and others entitled t.o Ijuart-ert'; tor private or public llse 
will ma.l;, application to Brigadier·General Baston, chief quartermas. 
tel'. 

V. An persollS within the city who have beeu in allY way cOIlllecte(l 
with the rebel a.rmy will report, without. dela.y, to <-)apt,. Ira B. Seymour, 
provost·marsha) (office in Exchange Buildiug), and there register t,ileir 
na.mes. 

VI. No citizell will be arrested except. for l11i::;derneanol', or upon writ· 
ten orders from these beadqua.rters or from a provost·wa.rshal. 

VII. 'rhe fire depa,rtment of this city has been represented by the 
civil authorit.ies as highly efficient. lVIr. Oasey, actiug chief of the fire 
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department, .is anth~)l:izc~l to cOlltinn op~ra~jous,. and will be held 
responsible for ~he f:lltlltlll. per~Ol'll1UlI~e of 1m; dutIes..AIl members 
of the di1:l'erellt Ine compallles wIll t:OlltlUue subJcet to Ius orders, and 
lIeo'leet of' dnty on their pa.rt wj]J be uuly pnnir-bed. Tn case of fin~ , 
th: provost-marsha.l of the diBtrict \~' ill selIc~ i!Il~))ediatcly strong detach
ments of gnards to preserve mder In tbe VICllllty. 

VIII. 1'lIose person .. cOllueeted with the water-workB a,nd gas-works 
of the city will continue to perform tbeir duties a.s usnal 'Ihe manager 
of these works will f\,pply t{) the provost-maeshal of the district in which 
they are lo?ated fo~ sufficient guards f~n' the P!o_tcction of the works, 
teo-ether wIth the fuel and other matenal perta.mlIlg to tbem.

IX. All soldiers fOllud within the city limits, ahsellt from their camp8 
withont passes from their respective commanders, will be arrested and 
sent to their cOl1Imands. 

X. Capt. Silas Spicer is announced as harbor master of this port, 
and is invested with full authority fin'the tra.nsaction of business ill 
bis department. Oflice, on Bay, opposite DaJ' ton street. 

XI. Citizclls desil'oll:> of leaving the city to go witbill tbe rebel lines 
will make application at these bea,dqual'ters. They will he transported 
to our exterior picket-line. . 

XII. Citizens destitute of provisions can make application at the city 
storc, where they will be supplied upon the order of Doctor Arnold, 
JIIayor of tbe city. 

Xln. Tattoo will be benten thronghont tbe city at 8 p. m.; taps at 
9. After taps all enlisteel Dlell tound on the st.reets w110 are not on 
duty, and who have lIOt propel' passes, will be lLrrested by t,be patt·ol. 
Suspicious or disorderly cllaracters will also be arrested after that 11OUf. 
Care must be takell ill carrying Ollt this order not to ma,ke improper 
arrests of citizens who may be attending to their lawful busjncss in an 
orderly manner. ' 

By command of Brig. Oen.•John \V. Geary, commanding: 
W. 1'. F()]Wl~S, 

A.8liista.n t Adjutant- General. 

HDQRS. DRPART:VIENT AND ARltIY or' THE TENNESSEE, 
SfI1'((.mwh, Ua. , Dcoi!1l1licl' ,oN, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. <1. KfLl'A'I'RICK, 
COlll1l!rrndillg Cnvai'l'Y Di1"i.~ion: 

<iENlmAL: I alII n.~ry pleased to be nble to certify to the emjnent serv
ices yon haye pm'formed as fI, e:wall'Y cOllllnander tlnl'illg the present 
campaigll, partil~nlal'ly wheu operating lrith m;y wing of the army. 'L'lIe 
assistallce of de(~eivillg the enemy [,·s to Illy intention oefore a.1I11 afteI' 
erossillg the Oellluigee HiveI'; the bold engagements near Lovejoy's aBd 
}\'lar,on; the tliRposition ofyollr forces so us to cover our traills and pro
tect OUI' flanks-in f~tet., all t.he dutieR appertaining to a eavalry ofticer 
lIave dllfing the ea.rnpnign beeu completely performed. l\11y gratitude, 
01' rather tllat of tile GoYcrnment, i~ tIne to ynurRelt' antI. your officers 
for their untiring pneI'g,r aud fhith1ill servil:e. Be pleased so to expresR
!t. You have Illy best wishes for your promotion [\.lId other personal 
IIItel'ests, and mnst call npOll Ine ever as a friend without. stiilt. 

Hespectfu\ly a.ud truly, yours, 
O. O. HOYVARD, 

JYIajOt·- General. 
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SPECIAL Ommw.;, I HDQHH. DEPAH1'l'lENT Ol~ 'I'HE SOl.:"1'H, 
No. 416. )Iii/oil HI'II.d, ,S'. C., December 24,1804. 

1. Bvt..Brig. Gell. M. S. LittlcLield, U . 8. Volunteers, i~ hereby tern· 
porarily as:,;igned to tile eOlllman(l of the Di:,; t rid, of Hiltoll Head, Fort 
Pulaski, Sai11t Heleua , aud Tyuee Islands, dnriug the absence of Brig. 
Gen. E. E. Potter. 

Hy commaud of Maj. Gell..J. G. FOlitcr: 
W. L. M. BURGElt, 

Capto-i1t and A8sistoTi / Adjuta,nt· (Jene1·al. 

HDQ.R S. NORTHERN DrS1'JUCT, DEPT. OF THE SOU'fn, 
FIRS1' SEPARATE BRIGADE, 

Mon'';S Island, 8. C., December 24, 1864. 

Capt. W. L. 1\1. B URGER, 
Assistant .il(~j1ttant·Gener((l, Dept. oj the South: 

CAP1'AIN: I have the houor lllOst respectfully to report that nothing 
of importallce hal'> occurred in tbi~ district sincl' my last communication. 
'froops bave evidcntly retul'll ed to Jame~ blaud, and to ot,ller parts of' 
the enemy's lill e:,;. It is not, known in what numbers, ali 110 refugees or 
deserters have COIllC to our outpOlit~. The enelllY has employed duriug 
the past week large fatigue parti.es in completing and repairing his 
fortifications in our front; he Ilas ueell particularly busy 011 Jallles and 
John's Islands at tho~e points npon which we advanced agaillst them 
in July la.st. 'fhey arc to be seen at work cleariug' the ~pa.ce ill front 
of their works of brnsh and undergrowth, and are also repail'iug the 
roads in their rear. 'l'he last ofticial iuiol'lnatioll which I ha.ve received 
in regard to t,he operatiolls of our fortes in ot.her districts of the depart· 
ment is to the efiect. thn,t, Sav<lllnah was evacnated by the enemy Oil 

the 20th installt, and tbat tbe il·oH·dad Savannah intended to a.ttempt 
to make her escape on the following night. I l1ave given the necessary 
orders for hel' recelltion should sbe succeed ill running out allli attempt 
to enter Cha.rleston Hal'bor. 

I have the honor to be, ca,ptain, very respectflilly, your obedient 
st'.l'van t" 

A. BCHll\fMELFENNIG, 
Bri.'lodicr. (Jellcml, CO/lwwndillg })istt·iet. 

CITY POIN1" Y A., December :!!i, 1864-8 p. 11/.. 

SECRETARY OF ViTAR, 
Washington: 

I have just received General Poster's dispatch announcing the cap· 
t.ure of Savanna.}I, with artillery, munitions of war, railroad cars, and 
cotton. I wish Hardee's 15,000 to 18,000 of a garrison could have beeH 
added to the other eaptures. It is a good thing the way it stands, a.nd 
tile eountry may well rejoice over it. 

. S. GHAKT, 
Dieuienant· (Jenera!. 
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HEADQU ARTER;': JIILI'L'ARY ])TVlSfON 01" 'l'HE MISSISSIPPI, 

III the Field, Savannah, ])ecembtl' 25, .1804, 


l\I H.i. Hell. 1\1. C. MEIGS, . . ' 
. ().uarterm{(.~te'/'· GencHll U. 8. Army, Was/u:ngto'll, D. 0.: 
Gl~NElU\'L: III reply to rom letter of the 16th [15th I instant I beg to 

illfOl'm von tilat 1 have refelTed the same to Brig. Gen. L. C. Easton, 
Illy ehief qua.r-tel'~nastcr, who will report t'ull.y to you ill respe(~t to all 
matters wlthm lllS department eOlllleeted with our recent marcil. As 
yon say, my mal'ch~s have (~ elllons~rated the great truth that armies, 
evell of vast lllagllltude, are llOt tied down to bases. In almost any' 
l] uarter of tile South ~lrmics of from 30,000 to 50!000 may safel;y marc~, 
I'lll'e to filld lIear then' route forage of some klOd 01' other for their 
animals. It is a physical impossibility to supply an army with forage, 
and you do pel'1ectly right ill demalltling that each army should provide 
it.self with long torage and a large proportion of it.s grain. In the 
int(lrior of Georgia we found au abuudance of the best kind of corn 
Hud fodder, and even here on the sea·board we filld all abulldance of 
riee in the straw, wbieh onr animals eat with avidity and seem to like. 
n "ill not be long before I sliall sally forth again, and I feel no uueasi
IlCS8 whatever on the score of forage. You may use my uame in auy 
eirclllar addressed to the quartermasters of the army to the effect that 
eVe1'y part of the southcrn country will support their animals by ajudi
ciolls system of foraging. More animals are lost t.o your department 
whibt staudillg idle, hit,ched to their wagons, thail durillg the long and 
seemingly hard marches iuto tile interior. I beg to assure you that all 
my armies haNe been abUIlllantly supplied by your department, and I 
am sometimes amazed at the magnitude of its operations. I thillk I 
have personally aided your department more than any general officer in 
the service, 'by drawing liberally from the cnemy, thereby illjuring him 
iinallciaIly, and to the same extellt helping ourselves, and yon lllay 
nlways rely upon my cordially co·operatillg with allY system you lllay 
establish. General Eastou is now elldeavoring to reduce to a system 
of accountability our captures; but so long as we keep onr trains and 
animals well up, and prevellt as far as possible the appropriation of 
pllblie property to private use, I take it. for granted you will pardon any 
merc departurc from the established rules of accountability. I want 
nothing in the way of horses or transportation, and would merely ask 
frolll time to time some few artillery horses of a size and weight which 
cannot be found in t.his country; at present we need none, as I do not 
propose to increase my artillery arm; but as I have 400 or 500 miles 
1I10re to march betore spring, it might be prudent to reserve for us 400 
or 500 good artillery horses. If my cavalry cannot remount itself ill the 
cou II try it may go afoot.. 

Tlmnking you for yOIlI' many expressiolls of eonfldence and respect, 
I am, at'; ever, yom' friend nnrI :-;el'vant,

vY. 'I.'. SHEHMAN, 
111ajor. Gll1tel'lI,l. 

SAVANNAII, GA" December 25, .1864. 
Rev. l\h·. "WYNN, ~Afethodist Olergynwn: 

SIR: Hav('i the kindness to receive aud aid your Christian brother 
(Jeorge W, Pepper, chaplaiu Eightieth Ohio Infitlltry, giving him sucll 
faeiJities for services in your church as will not intcl'I'upt your own. 

Hespeetfully, yom'", . 
O. O. nO\VARD, 

Majo)" Gene}'al. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ( ElDQUS. l"IPTEEN'l'H AIUU CORl)S, 
No. 207. \ Sava,nnah, Ga., December 25,1804. 

*' *' 
II. In accordance with Special Field Orders, No. 139, Military Di

vision of the Mississippi, and 203, current series, from department 
headquarters, the Fifteenth Army Corps g-arrisons the forts at l~ose
dew, Beaulieu, Wimberly, ThlUlderbolt, and Bonaventure. Division 
commanders will therefore detach froll) their commands as follows: 
Brig-adier-General Woods, 75 men to Rosedew and 100 men to Beau
lieu; Brig-adier-General Smith, 100 men to vVimberly; Brigadier
General Corse, 80 men to Thunderbolt and 80 men to Bonaventure. 
Great care is recommended in the selectioll of commanding officers tor 
tllese detachments; they must be zealous and energetic. All assist
ance that can be relldered by these garrisons will be g-iven to Colonel 
Couklin, chief quartermaster, who is ordered t.o explore the waters ill 
the vieinity of the above forts, or to officel's whf) may be authorized to 
dismantle the fortifica,tiom;. 

*' *' 
By order of 'fa:j. Hen. P. Joseph OsterhauR: 

F. F. WHITEHEAD, 
Assistant AdjutAl'nt- {}eneral. 

GENERAL ORDERl':', } HDQR:';. LKi?'l' WING, ARMY OF GEORGIA., 
No. :~. Savanna,h, Ga., Decc'lnlier 25, 1864. 

I. Corps commander:> will at once make all necessary preparations 
for another campaign. All officer's who, by intemperanee, inefficiency, 
or ig-norance of their duties, have shown themselves unqualifieu for 
the positions they hold. should at once be recommended tt)r dismissa,l. 

II. No leaves of absence or furloughs will be g-ra.nted except upon 
the surgeon's certifica.te of disability. 

III. The interest of the service at this time requires that at least 
one commissioned officer shall be pret'ent with each company, and one 
field officer with each regiment; and no officer will be mustered out of 
service in violation of this rule, until the completion of the cnsning
campaign. 

By command of Maj. Gen. H. W. Sloctlm: 
H. C. RODGERS, 

Assistant Adjttta,nt- Genm'al. 

U. S. STEAMER BIBB, Trr17NDERBOLT BATTERY, 
Wil.mington Hit,er, Ga" Sunday, Decembe'l' 2.5, 1864. 

Ma:i, Gen. J. G. FOSTER, U. S. Army, 
Commanding Depa,rtment of the S01tth, Hilton Hea.d, k'i. C.: 

My DEAR SIR: I havemal'ked this river up to this point, four miles 
and a half from Savaunah, with a good road between the two places. 
There is a good passage throug'h the obstructions between this place 
and the battery below here at Turner's Rocks. Vessels drawing fifteen 
feet can come directly here; least water at low water ten feet (near the 
obstructions); riRe and fall of tide seven feet. All la,rge vessels can 
come hel'e without difficulty OJ' dangel', so far as we can discover. I 
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ha\TC l'CCOllllllCJI(lell to General SJ\(~rman to use this place as a trans· 
portation depot, aud ill lIll intcrvi,cw with l~illl la::;t uig-ht understood 
him to say tha,t hc w~ulc1 do So. ,Vhat g-loJ'lons news all mund! 

YOllrs, re:-;pcettl.lll~r alld trnly, 

EXECl"l'.lVE j\fANslO~, 
lVII8h'inflton, December /20, 1864. 

My DEAR GENERAL SHlmMAN: 1\1<111)" mallY thall];::-; tr)l' yonI' Christ, 
mas g-ift, the capture of Snvulluah. When you WeI'O auont 1ea,\Ting 
Atlallta for the Atla.ntic coast, 1 was l1l1XiOllS, if not fea.rful; hnt feel, 
in o' that you were the bettor jndge, alld rClllelllbering tlmt " notllillg
ri:ked, nothing gained," I (Iidllot interfere. Now, the undertaking bc· 
ill o' a succcss, the honor is all .rOllrs ; for 1 believe llonc of ns wcut furtller 
th;,n to acquiesce. And t~Lking the work of Gcneral Thomas into the 
eOllut, as it should be taken, it is illdeed a. grea.t Suecess. Not only 
(Ioes it afford the obvious and immediate milita,ry advantag(\s, but, iu 
showing to the world tbat yonr armyeould be divided, putting thei stronger part to an important 11{'\\\' serviee, and .yet lea.ving elloug'll t,o 
vanqnish the old opposing force of the wholp-Tloo!l's :tl'iDy-it briugs 
tlJose who sat in darkness to see a great light,. But what next 'l I 
snpposO it will be safer if I leave Gml('\T'al Grant a.nd ,YOlU'self to dceide. 
Please make my grateful acknowlp-tlgmcnt:-; to YOlU wlwlc army, ofileers 
and mOil.* 

Yours, vcry tl'UJ y, 
A. UNCO]S. 

WAH. DKI'AH,Tn:m~'J', 
Tlecembrr 2(;, 18M. 

Lientenant·Genera1 (}HANI', 
Oily Point: 

I wish you a merry Ohl'istnms, if not too Jate, and t,hauk you for the 
Sava,Hllah news. It is a sore disappoiutment that ilal'llce was able to 
get off bis 15,000 from Sherman's uO,OOO. It look:-; like protl':LI~tillg t.he 
war while their armies eontillue to escape. 1 hope yon will give imme· 
diate instruetious to seize awl hold the cotton, All SOI'ts of sehomes 
wiII be got up to hold .it uncler sham titles of British and other private 
ela.iluants; they should all be disregarded; and it ought lIot to be 
turned over to any 'l'reasury agent, hnt held by military mltllority 
until a, special order of the Departmellt i!:\ g'iven for the t,ran:-;fol'. Shel'

.. man has beeu nominated tiH' major·general. 
'EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Sec/'cta1':'! oj lY(t1·. 

HEADQUARTERS ARJ\rms OJ" TID·; UNITED S'J'ATE~, 
l:it:'/ Poi'l'lt, '\Tn., jJecmnl)(;r ,2(;, .1,%4. 

l\1~j. Uen.W. '1'. SRER~[AN, 
Stwanuah, Ga.. : 

(}ENERAL: Your very int{)l'csting lett.er of the 22d instant., bronght 
by the hands of :l\'lajor Gn.,)', of (}elleral Foster's staff, is just at halld. 

' ::ion Spceia.l Field Orders, No.6, I). W, 
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As the lUajor starts ha.ck at, Ollee, t mttl do 110 1IJ0!,(~ at. present Lllall 
simply acknowledge it:,; receipt. The eaptUl'c of Sav<Illllah, with all its 
immcnsc stores, IlIllst tell npon the people of the Sonth. All well here. 

YOllrs, tmly, 
I:. S. G H.A1-il', 

Lic'Utenll 11 t- (; /: '/1 m·al. 

HEAllQUAR1'RHS i\ILLl'£.A.RY DIVISION 0 ].' THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the Ji"ic/.fl, &/N/.'/I1ll1h, Ga.., Deccmber 26. 18fi4. 

Limit. (:ell. U. S. GRANT. 
City' Po-ill! : 

GgNElUL: Your let,ter ofthe 19th instant i ' I'eceivcd. 1 h!1Ve alrcady 
writtell YOIl fully since ::tlTiving here, in answer to yom' previons Jetters. 
IIUH very ghHI to leam that .Jeff. Dltvis is in the condition reported to 
you, and hope tha.t be1'ol'e this time he is dead and ont of the way. 
li'rom my iutereourse with the people of <.-ieorgia I think it would give 
great satisfilctioll to them generally to know that this was so. StIll I 
slwll, of eonl':';c, go on with my preparations without referenee to any
t.hilJg of the kiml, aud as though the Sonthern Confederaey posscssed 
a.ll the Yitality whieh they boast of. 

Very tmly, YOllr fl'iellll, allu obecljent sel'va,ut, 
'Yo '1'. SHERMAN, 

JI[((j01'- Gene'l'II/. 

HEADQllAH.'l'ER~ NlfLI'l'ARY DIVI SION OF 1'HE NiISSISSJPPf, 
In the ~P'ieltl, Sava.n,//ah; Oa., .Dece1llbf"i' :JG, 1 (i4-1 p. ?n. 

Lieutmlant-{; elleru I G RAN1,i 
Oity 1:'oint: 

GENERAl .. : III I.lly letter to you of t.his morning [ omittecl to answer 
your inqlliry ill l'elation t.{) OUI' prisoners beld by the rcbel.'. 1 have 
reaSOil to know that thcy were hurried (lowu from Millen to Savannah, 
and fl'olll beTe, Oil our approach, were t"ent down the Gulf railroad to 
its tel'mination a,t 'l'homasvilJe, and have :;ince becn taken back t.o the 
old plaee at Andersonville. I have had my cavalry dowlI to the Alta
maIm, some fifty IUitCR down the Gulf road, and do not think this is the 
point from wheuee they could be reached; but if an expeditiolJ werc 
sent up the .L\palaehicola River, nnd thc ApaJachicol(!: Al'Henal takcn, I 
think they el)uld he I'caebed fhnn tllat dircctioll. 

Yery 1rilly, yonI' friend, 
W. 	T. SHERl\'rA~, 

Jl(I/~jo1'- Gcne1'(l.l. 

HRATlQUAR'l'ERf.: MILITARY DIVISION OJ~ THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In the l/'ield, Savainnah, Der:embe1' 26', 1864. 

Admiral .TOHN A. DAHLGREN, 
Commanil'inrl S01/.th Atlantie Sq1uuZron, nem' Sa.'va.nnll,h, Ga..: 

ADl\URAL: Y onr note of this dltt.e is reeeived. Captain Boutelle and 
CaptailI Fillcbrown had already reported to me, night before lu::;t., to tile 
same effect, that the vVilruington River was the best challnel, and navi
ga,ble npto '1'hullderboJt tOI' vesscls of fifteen fcet draught; but I had 
lIot beard further frolll them. I will refer your lettcr to Gelleral Eastoll, 
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who is iIu;trueted to arri.M)~e :-;0 as to get :-;ea·goil.lg ve::iseJs lip to tile 
cit,y wharves, which? if possil!le, I am very allxi?llS to (10, .cv~u at c~lU
siderable expense ot labor and money, as I desae to avoid hghterlUg 
and tmns-shipment if pos:;ible. I am iuformed by the (,~lIartenllaster
General from \Yaslllngton, that six light-(iJ'aft steamers a rc now en ronte 
to us fl'o'm the Cilcsopeake, \Ve had a yery pleasant Ch!'ist.rnas; I trm3t 
you had the same. 

Very truly. yours, 
\-V. '1', SHBH,l\IAN, 

Ml(jor- Oeilf.l'a.f. 

HEADQUARTERS l\JILITARY DIVISION OF 'l'lm iVI1SBlSSIPPl, 
[n f III! Fiefit, SWUI1I/nn" , Deceml)(;r ,?6', 18 (;4, 

Maj. Gen. ~i. C. MEIGS, 
QU((.'tter·master- General U. S. Army, TVashingfon Oity, D. U.: 

GENERAL: I ha.ve to aeknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19th installt, before receiving which, however, I bad already written 
you fully. Genern,1 Eas~o~ is bllSi~y engaged in redllcing' to order and 
s:ystelll all m~tters pert:lllllng to Ill:; dl;partll1ent, and your letters are 
referred to hun to act 111 accordal.lce With then). YOll may rely upon 
my drawing from this conntry everything it affords for onr wants, and 
adding- as little as possible to the burdens of the Govel'lll1lent. I am 
much pleased to hear of the efficient service rendered by the quarter
master's cmployes in Tellnessee. I shall always fa,vor their ol'ganiza
tioll for sneh purposes, and furnish them -with allYthing suojeet to 
111y order. 

Very truly, your friend and obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERMAN, 

11[ajoT- G-euc1'lIl, 

HDQRS. MILITARY DIVISION OF 'l'I-IE j\'hSSIS'lPPI, 
CHIEF ENHINEEU'S OFFICE, 

Na 'l1annah, Ga., ])ccembet, 2(;,1861. 
Maj. Gen. W, T. SHERMAN, . 

C01n'lna:nc1in.y : 
GENERAL: In accorda.nce with your illstructions, 1 have the 1101101' to 

submit the accompanying rough sketch'" of pIau fOL' the defense of this 
eity. I have reduced the garrison to t,he lowest probable limit; a sma.ller 
one would render it ditficnIt to use fLny part of it for SUdl offen:;ive 
operations as might be desirabl,e. The proposed line will be so close to 
the city that some of tbe hnilrliugs will llave to be torn down, an(l ill 
case of atta<;k all parts of the city will be under artillery fire. Still, 
the presence of the women and children of the enemy witltil.l our lines 
will render such a fire extremely improba,ble; and shou.ld it, be decided 
by the enemy that they ought to bOlllba-rd tbe city, l1Il stores and other 
valuable property will be qnite .' eenre at or ncar the levee. It is pro
posed to hold Fort .Jackson only beeau:;e a temporary oecnpatioll of it 
by t,he enemy would cause us seriolls incollveniellce; to destroy it 
would require much labor, and even then iti; :-;ite would remnin, which 
would be as.detrimental to our interests as the tort itself. Fort Boggs 

* Not fOil nfl. 
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~hollld be dil:;llJantled, and 1:;0 much of it al:; call give a fire UpOll the 
city should be destroYI-~d, because, being ~\,fl inelosed work, a.n enemy 
might eft'el:t a lodgment and hold it fot· a limited time, much to our 
alllloyauce. All the remainder of the enemy's old line, beillg open to 
the real', eau do UI:; no injury, and can therefore stand as it is. It is a 
good line, but too extensive for any garrison that will probauly be left 
ill the city; it would require 15,000 mell to man it completely. The 
l1ccompanying sketch does not show the character of the works pro
posed, but merely the approximate position of the lille. The liue of 
works should consist of a. system of detached relloubts, in defellsive rela
tiOllS, which could be conllected by infantry parapet at our leisure. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
O. M. POE, 

C(J;ptain an(7 Oltief of Enginl!Crs. 

SPECIAl. ~ HDQRS. MIL. DIV. OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
FIELD ORD1m.S, In the l!'ield, Sm:a.nnah, Ga., 

No. 14:3. December 26', 18fi4. 
The nity of Savannah and surrounding country will be held as a 

military post and adapted to future military nsel'!; but as it contains a 
population of some :W,OOO pcople who must be provideu f(H'~ and as 
ot.her citizens may come, it is proper to lay down certain general prin
ciples that all within its military jurisdiction may understand their 
relat,ive duties and obligations. 

J. During war the military is snperior to civil anthority, allll where 
interests claRh the civil lll11st give way, yet where there it,; no conflict 
every encouragemellt should be given to well-rlisposed aTIlI peace
till inhabitallts to reRUlne their usual pursuit~; families should be dis
tnrbed as little as possible ill their' residences, an(l tradesmen allowed 
the free usc of t,heir shops, tools, &c:; churches, schools, and all placeR 
of amnseme'lIt ~'L1lcl recrea.tion should be eneou\'aged, alld streets and 
roads made perfectly safe fa persons in their pursuits. Passes should 
not ue exacted within the lille of outer pickets, but if any persoll shall 
abuse these privileges by communicating with the enemy, or doing any 
act of hostility to the Goverllmeut of the United Sta,tes, be or she will 
be punished with the ut,most rigor of the law. Commerce with the 
outel' world will be resumed to all extent commensurate with the 
interests of the eitizens, govel'llcli by the restrictions and l'111es of 
the Treasury Department. 

II. The chief q lLHrtermaster and cOlllmi ssary of the army may give 
suitable employment to the people, white and black, or tmnsport them 
to such points a.s they may choose where employment can be had, a.nd 
may extend temporary relief, in the way of provisions mid va('a.nt houses, 
to the wort,)IY and needy, until such time as they ean help themselves; 
they will seleet!, first, the buildings for the necessary uses of the army, 
next, fL sufficient number of stores to be turned over to the'rrea.sury 
agent for trade stores; all vacant store-honses or dwellings and all 
ouildings belongiug- to abSellt rebels will be eOltstrued and used as 
belonging to the United Stat-es until sueb times as their title!' can be 
settled by the comts of the Unitell States. 

III. 'rhe ma.yor amI city l~onTlcil of Savannah will eOlltinne, al\d exer
cise their iilnctiolls as sneb, and wiIl, in concert with the commarlliing" 
offieer of' the post and the elliet' qn.arterm:tster, see that- the Lire eOln
panies are kept in organization, the s treets cleaned :tnd lighted, and 
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keep np a good undcrstauding be~w.eell th~ citizen~ and.soldiers; tllcy 
will ascertain and report to the cluef cOlllnllssary of subSIstence as soon 
as possible, tl;e IHHne;~ alld numb~r of \yortl~y f~u:~i1ies thil.t nee(~ a,ssist· 
ance and support. 'Ihc mayor :wIll forthWIth give public lIotlCe that 
the tiUle has comc when all nll.lI;t. choose thei .. coul'se, viz., to remain 
within OUI' lines and condnct thelllsclves as good cit.izens, or depart iu 
peace. Fle will asc~rtaill the lIallles ?f all who cllOoS~ to leave Savau
nah, and report theIr names aud resldcllce to the cluef quar~el'mastcr, 
that measures may he ta,ken to transport tliem beyond the hues. 

IV. :Not more than two ncwspapers 'will he published in Savannah, 
a.nd their editors and proprietors will be held to the stl'ictest account
ability, and will be punished severely ill person and property for any 
libelons publications, mischievous matter, premature news, exaggerated 
statements, or any comments whatever npon the ads of the constituted 
Huthorit.iesj they will be held accountable even for such articles though 
copied frolll other papers. 

By order of Maj. Gen. vV: T. Sherman; 
L . . :Vi. DAYl'O~, 

.ilide-de- Callti). 

SPECIAL ( HEADQUARTER::; DEPARTMENT ANI> 
FmLD ORDER::;, ( ARMY OP TIm TENNESSEE, 

No. 205. ) Srl'llannah, Ga., December 26, 18(;'4. 
::t-

V. Maj. 1'. W. Osborn, elliet' of artillery, Department and Army of 
the 'rennessee, is intl'llsted with the disrnant.Jing of all the forts on the 
eoast and river. He will consnlt with the ellgineer and OI'dnance de
partments in reference thereto, a.nd lIla,ke alTangements to remove the 
gnlls and llIaterial to Fort Pulasl>.i 01' otber points. 

By order of :Maj. Hen. O. O. Boward; 
8AML. L. 'l'A(WAH.T, 
Al!si.~t(/ nt A.dj-nta,'1 t- General. 

BPECIAL ORDEW';, } HDI~RS. FiFTKEN'l'll ARMY CORPS, 
No. 208. S(1)(rnnah, Ga., Deumnbel' ,'dU, 186-t. 

'" " " 
II. It is pl'Obable tha.t om stay Ilt'\l'e will be of several weeks' dnra

tion, therefore immedia.te steps IUliSt he takeu to put the command aga.in 
ill the most perfect (·ondition. First, the tl'OOpS must be thOl'oughly 
relitted iu clothing alll] a.nnament. All requisitiolls IlIUSt be made out 
ill full, and the oiliners having cllnrge of thcse departments llIUi't see 
tha.t every eftol't i:-; made to procure t.he necessary sb)res. Not only the 
outfit of the men is to be looked to, but t,lle discipline, belLl'jng, aud 
drill of the soldier must be improved. Division cOllllllanders will at 
ollce make the neCeSSHl'Y regulations regal'l.libg drills aud theOl·et.ical 
instruction (which must embrace all the different bn11lehes of garrison 
and field uuties), the daily g'uard mounts, dress paralle, aud Sunday 
inspeet.ions. 'fhese regulations must be enforced rigidly, with a view 
to make every man familial' with his various duties, and at the saine 
time rid the corps of a slovelllless of appearauce whieb is hardly be
coming to a soldier. Second, a recitation course for, prillcipally, eom

http:immedia.te


814 OPERATIONS IN S. C., 01'1. ., AND FLA. [CH4I'. L \'1. 

missioned officers aml lion-commissioned ofilcers is absolutely ueces
sa,ry, and must be institutell in every regiment, battalion, aml battery. 
Calllp guardlS will be placed around the ca mp of tlli~ corps, and the men 
willuot be permitted to go beyond these gnards witllOut authority frolll 
their cOlllpany ot1icert;. \\ henevcr allowed to yisit the city 01' OtlHll' 
camps, the mell must be as ncat in tbeir appeanlllce as lJossihle, and 
alwa.ys wem' their waist-belts and side-a,rms. Third, division COlli
IIlamlers alollc have authority to grant passes to go beyoud the pickets. 
They will also b~ke measures to st.op an foraging hereafter, as the Gov
Cl'mnent is amply prepared to furuish full supplies. Fourth, only the 
regularly appointed officers of thc respective administrative depart
nlcnts are a.uthorized to collect horses, mules, or subsistence stores; 
all otherlS are forbidden to indulge in such opera.t.ions. 

Uy onier of Maj. Hen. P. Joseph Osterhaus: 
F. :1<'. WRl'rEREAD. 

.ilss'ist(tnt ..1i{juta,nt- Oenera t. 

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQR,S. FOURTH DIV., 15TH AR:\IY Com's, 
No. 50. Sn1!(I,nna.h, G(~., December :J(i, .18(j4. 

T. lVIaj. E. S. Johnson, Seventh IllinoiR Infantry Volunteers, will im
mediately proceed with the dismounted portion of hi!; l'egiment to Fort 
Bonaventure, and garrison the !;u,me. Snch assiRtance as can be rCII " 
dered will be given to officers who may be authorized to dismantle the 
fortifications. 

II. In complial1ce with orders from corps headquartel's, Brig. Geo_ 
E. W. Rice, commallding Fir"t Briga.de, wiH assigll eighty mell to 
garrison I<'ort 'rhullderbolt. Great CitrC is recommended in selecting 
cOlllmanding oflicers for this detachment. They must be zeaJous and 
cnergetil~. All assistance that can be reudered by this garrison will 
be gi\7en to Colonel Conklin , chief quart~rmast.er, who is authorized to 
explore the waters iII the vicini ty of the above fort, or to officer!; who 
lllay be ~1Uthorjzed to dismantle the fortifications. 

By order of Brig. Gell. J. :VI. Cor!;e: 
A. W. ED\VARU8, 

Captain and Aoting jl.~~istant Adjuta,nt-Geneml. 

HEADQUAR1'ER8 SEVENTBENTH AR1VIY CORPS, 
Sal'(I.nnah, aa., Deee1I"bm' 2(;, 18(;4. 

Capt. S. L. TAGGAR1', 
A.~s'istant Adju.tnnt-General, Dept. wLll Army of the Tennessee: 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to renew my recommelldat.ioll, made at 
tllC close of the Atlanta campaign, for the promotion of Brig. Gen. 
Giles A. Smith, comma.udiug FOllrth Division of this corps, and Brig. 
Gcn. :tV1. D. Leggett, commanding Third Division, t{) the rank of major
general. 'rhey served with gToat gallantry and elliciency Oil thc At
I;wta. campaign, a.nd on tbe campaign jnst enued servell equally well; 
they :1I'e jnstly entitled to prolllOtion, a,nd r ea.mestly recommend that 
t,lley receive it at, On(~e. .I desire to reCOllllneIHl Col. B. F. Potts, Thirty
secolld Ohio, cornmauding First Brigrule, Fourt.h Division, and Col. H.. 
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K. Scott Sixty-eight.h Ohio Volunteers, eOlllmaudillg" ~ecoud Brigade, 
'I.'hird Dlvisioll, for prolllotion to the rll-Ilk of hl'igadier-g'eueral. 'rhe~e 
offieert-l ltave eOll1mande(l brigadcs for about one yca.r, with credit to 
thCll1sel vet-l and the con II tr'y, ll-ll<l arc .int-ltly ell ti tied to proillotion; t,hey 
are bmve alld gallallt oflieers. I (;.ol'tlially recolllmend Brig. GCII. ]\f. 
F. Force, comlllaliding First Brigade, Third Division, for prOlllotion to 
the brevet ra.llk of major-general. Gellcral Force was scvcrely wounded 
01\ the 22(l of July, before Atlanta, while gallantly defending hi::; posi· 
tion against the assaults of thl' enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FH.ANK P. ll1JAIH, JR., 

1JIajo1" GC/lc1·al. 
• 

SPECIAL ORDERS, ~ HDQl~t-J. SEVENTEENTH ARMY CU1{.PH, 
No. 317. 5 Snvcmnah, Ga., Decmnbel' .'!6, 18M. 

111. The review of this corps by General Sherman will take place to· 
llIorrow. 'fhe folJowiug are the orders for the movement: 

1. The right of tile command will rest on Gaston street, extendiug 
along ·Whit.aker st.·eet to Rail, westwardly along Hall to 'Vest Broad 
t-Itrect, north wardly along 'Vcst Broad to Bay street, eastwardly along 
Bay to East 13road street, southwardly along East Broad to Liberty 
street, and westwardly a.long Liberty as far at-l necessary. 

~. The First Alabama Cavalry will take up position 011 the right a.t 
\.) n. m. 

3. Ma:i. Hen. J. A. Mower, commfLlIding First DivisiOTI, will take up 
his position at 9 u. m., with his right resting on the J<'il'st Alabama 
Ca.valry. 

4. Brig. Gen. lV1. D. Leg-gett, commanding Third Division, will take 
his position at 9.30 O'clock, his right rest,ing on the .First Division. 

[5. Brig'. Gell. G. A. ~lUith, conunauding' Fourth Division, will take 
his position at 10 a. m., his right resting 011 the 'rhiL'u Division. 

/). J\[~i. A. C. vVater-house will form the n.rtillery of the corps on the 
left, of the Fonrtll Diyision. 

By comma-lid of Maj. (Jen. F. P. Hlail': 
U. CAD]~g, JR., 

.Lls~ ·ista.nt AdJutant- Gel/cra.t. 

HEADQUARTEH.S MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISHTSSIPPI, 
Tn the F·iell1, Savanna.h, December .'26, 1864. 

Maj . Gen. n. 1-V. SLOCUM, 
Commanding £/'U't Wing, Army of Gem'girt: 

GENERAL: The gellera,l·in·chief requests that you will, a's early as 
practicable, det.Lil sOllie competellt engineCl' officer of Y(1)ur command, 
with instl'llctions to report to Briga(lier-General Eastnn, chief qnarter· 
mastel', with a pa.rty, for t.he pnl'pose of exa.mining' and removing' the 
obstructiOlls ill t.he Sa.vannah Hi vel'. 

1 have the honor to be, genera-I, respectfully, yom ouedicnt servant, 
nBNHY HITCnOOCI<, 

As~ilitant A djuta;nt- Geneml. 
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G~NERAL ORDERS, } IIDQRS. LEF'l' \VING, ARMY OF GJ;;ORGlA., 

No.4. Sctvannah, Ga., Dccembc'}' 26, 1864. 
The following otTicers are anllounced on the stat!' of the major·geu

eral commalllling r' they will be obeyed and respected accordingly: 
Lieut. Col. S. H. Sturdevant, chief cOlllmissary of subsistence; First 
Lieut. William Ludlow, chief engineer. 

By command of Maj. Gen. H. 'V. Slocum: 
H. O. RODGENS, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

SPECIAL FmLD OIWERS, } HDQRS. 14TH ARMY OORPS, 
No.2!). Savannah, Ga., Deccmber 26', 1864. 

The order of review for to-morrow, December 27, will be as follows: 
'rhe dilferent divisions will be drawn up in open order on the south 

side of three parallel streets, as fbllows, the right of each res ting on 
Price street: The First Division, General Carlin, upon ,Tones or Taylor 
street; the Seeond Division, General Morgall, upon Liberty street; 
the Third Division, Gelleral Baird, upon South Broad street. After 
the reviewlIIg atlicer has passed around the lines, tIte troops of the 
corps-in the following order: 'rhird Division, Second Division, First 
Division-will march down Price street to Bay, aud up Bay, passing in 
review before tile reviewing officer, upon the latter street, in t~0lull1ns of 
companies; after which they will turn south upon West Broad and 
return to their res!)ective camps. The reserve artillery will march in 
the rear of the First Division. 'I'he divisiollS will 1I111rcit into position 
as follqws: General Baird down the Louisville road, General Morgan 
down the canal, and General Oarlin by the nearest road south of the 
canal, to the position indicated. , 

By ordcr of Bvt. lYI~j. Gen. ,T. C. Davis: 
A. C. McOLURG, 

Lilw,tcnant- Colonel rtlul Gh'ief of St{~tt: 

HEADQUARTEI~S DEPAl~Tl\n;Nl' OF THE SOUTH, 
H'ilton Hearl, S. G., Dece7nbeT 26', 1864. 

fJieut. Gen. U. 8. GRAN'£, 
Gomma,nding Armies of the United States: 

GENERAL: 1 have the h0110r to inclose a copy· of' my usual report by 
each steamer to General Halleck, by the hauds of Ca.ptain DUllII, of 
yonI' staff: Oaptain DllIm bears full dispatches from General Sbennan, 
and will be ~1ble to expla.in to you fully the highly ellcoura,ging char
acter of the situa.tion in this department. General Sherman is in ex
cellent spirits, and his troops in splendid condition. .His ann,)', with its 
present morale amI condition, is, in my humble opinion, more than a 
match for any army the rebels can concentrate against it 011 this conti
nent. Should it please you t,o give this department a visit you will, it 
is needless to assure you, receive the most cordial welcome. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOS'rBR, 

Majo/'- GcncraJ, GomlJut-nli'ing. 

• Sec next, 1)08/. 
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ll:r.:ADQUARl'ERS DEI'ART)IENT OF THE SOU1'H, 
Hilton Head, S. C., December 2G, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, U. S. Army, 
Chief of St(~ff, Armies of the Unitc(Z States, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to intorm you that everything ill this 
department and at Savannail i~ progressing favorably. General Siler
man is clearing his army of incumbrances, and getting ready for 
another move, whicil, ",ith ilis present army, actuated by its sltnguine 
:;pirit, will be resistless by any ~orce that the rebels can collect. tbis si~le 
of Hichmond. I am now havlllg the gUlls at Fort McAllister (hs
mounted and brought, witb the carriages, &c., to Hilton Head; those 
in Forts Beltnlieu and Rosedew, and perhaps one or two other ba,tteI'les, 
will likewise be removed. General Sherman proposes to leave the city 
in my cilarge, with a division of his troops for present emergencies. As 
soon as possible I am to aI'l'ang'e the different workt' necessary to be 
held to secure Savannah, so as to be able to hold the city with my 
presellt force, with one or perhaps two brigadcs, the remainder of the 
divisioll to r~join his column as soon as arrangements to that eftbct call 
be completed. At tbe reqnest of General Sherman I have notified the 
'fl'easury agent that he can take possession of the COttOIl and forward 
it to New York. The negroes are beillg removed-tllOse that are not 
able·bodied-as a.Jso women and children, to Beaufort, to be put on the 
vlantatiolls in tbat district. Of the able-bodied men, all, except a 
few hundred absolutely llece.ssary in the qum'termaster's department, 
will be sent, agreeably to General Grant's order, to City Point. r do 
not, however, expect this transfer of able-bodied men can be made 
before General Sherman's army leaves, inasmuch lLS they are all now 
actively employed in loading and unloading steamers, and in other 
necessary work in Savannah. 

The people of Savannah are, in a measure, destitute, and will have 
to be supported, to a certain extent, until snch time as the ordinary 
course of labor and ')f supplies is resnmed in the city. General 

• SherlIlalJ has mr..:le excellent arrangements by . whieh the mayor, 
rece.iving captnred rice anel other rebel stores, Clln so distribute them 
as to meet all the immediate demands of the destitute. In a very short 
time the supplies which I can allow to enter the city by the inland 
route will meet the wants of the people. SUdl products as they have 
may also be exported by tile same route without any new change in 
tbe Treasury regulations. Ha.ving this supply and trade under my 
own control I can restrict it to proper amI safe lilllits. 

As far as can be judged the people feel a sense of relief ill having their 
city occupied by the Union troops and being freed ll'OIU rebcll'ule. As 
an evidence of this it is known that the mayor and council protested 
against General Hardee's attempting to defeud the city. Most of the 
citizens remain, and show no alarlll, but, 011 the contrary, the utmost 
confidence in General Shermall aud his troops. Several gellera] officers 
left their wives in the city, l\irs. General G. W. Smith and Mrs. General 
}{obert H. Anderson among the nUlllber. Yesterday the differellt 
churches were opened and filled with people as usual. Ladies walk 
the streets without alarm. 

As to the euemy and his 1II0Vemellts, it is reported by deserters that 
the few regiments of old troops, only five or six ill number, have gone 
towa.rd Charleston or ·Wilmingtoll. All the militia, which constitnted 
the main body of General Hardee's fOl'ce, have gone back into Georgia, 
aBel, it is reported, to concentrate at Augnsta. The Georgia troops, 
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on leaving Savannah, evinced a det,el'luined reluctance to fight for South 
Cal'olina, or to remain within the border::; of that State. My force is 
still posted, controlling t,he railroad, uut will shortly be l1Ioved, a pOl'
tion being returned to their original stations and the ualance to Savan
nah. I would respeetfnlly suggest that if there <tre <tny new I'egimcnts 
or colored reg'imel.lts disposable at the North 1 ean ma,ke them etleeti\'c 
by placing them in garrisons, and by that means ue enabled to relieve 
all of General Sherman's veteran regiments. 

The facilities in the way of transportation , &c., are now ample. and 1 
apprehend no difficulty in supplying Genet'al Sherman's al'my up an,\" 
of t.he rivers in South Carolina, shoulll he, during the course of hi" 
march, reqnire supp.lies of any kind. 

The hea,lth of the troops here is good, and all the wounde(1 aro doing 
well. 

I have the honor to be, genera.l, very respectfully, yonr obe(lient 
servant, 

J. G. FOSTEn., 
Majol'- Oenc'j'nl, COllwwrLl/in!J, 

HEAD!..'UAlt'l'lmS l)EPAn.'l'.i\'lEN'l' 01" TIlE SOUTH, 
/Tilton lIead, So 0., December 26, 18(j1. 

ALBER,'!' G. BROWNE, Esq., 
8upervisinf) Speeia,l Agent of the l''I'easur:1}, BCIU{j'ort, 8. C.: 

Sm: At GCllcral Sberman's reqlwst I luwe the honor to inforlll YOll 

t,hat he witl turn over to you the cotton recently captured by him in the 
dty of S:tVannah. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. .J. U. FOS1'l~H, 

Jltajol'- UCIlC1'lIJ, Commundinf!' 

SPECIAL ORDBH,S, ( ll])(lRH. DEl'AR'1'J\1EN'1' OF TnJ.~ S'OIi 'I' H, 
No. 417, j lfilton Head, S. C., Deccmber :!(j, 18(j·l. 

III. Lieut. 001. S. T,. vVoodford, One hUlldred and twenty-seventh 
New York Volunteers, h:l.\'iug been mentioned with commcnclatiol.l by 
his brigade and divisioll commander's for gallant conduct dnriug t,]le 
recent operations upon November 30 all(l December 6 alld 9, Hear the 
Charleston and SavfI,lIuah Ra.ilroad, fUlIl having beeu recolllmended, 011 

account of such service, by Brig. Gen. J. P. Hatch, eOlUlltallding' Coast 
Division, forprolllotion to the coloneleyof the 'l'wenty-sixth U. S. Colored 
Troops (vice Colonel Silliman, (~eceased, fl'OID woullds l'eceiv(~d ill action 
December 9, 1864), be is hereby appointed acting eolollel of the Twenty
sixth U. S. Colored Troops, subject to the a.pprovalof His Excellellcy 
the Presldcn t. .." " 

By colilmand of Maj, Geu. ,1. G. FOf<tel': 
W , L. M, TIL RGER 

Captaiu ((.1/.(1 .il.ssista.nt A.djutant- GCJleral, 
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i?i,eld 1'oport (If Coas/. Di.vision, D~1J.tl'tmclI/. 0/ the South, DeC/ail-ocr mi, 1864. 

.I)l'esent,_ 

Troop~ . 

.l<'il'"I.13rig ;l'\.: . .. . .. _... .... . . . ...... . 12'21 2,447 

Sccollcllldg llCle .. .. - . . .. ... ... .. .. . .. . . . . .. . .. ... ... .... ...... S'SU J,8 .
7f.....lrtlillcry-- . . .. . .. - .. . ~ •. . • .• •• ••. -. -. ... ... . . . . . ... • . ••. 23
Na"al lIrigacle .... .. . .. J9 ,105 
F.lIgilleel'~.- . . ... __. • __ .. •.. _. .. • . .. . . . . •••.. ..•• __. . . .. . __ .. . L :..4 
Canlln.' ..... . .. .. . ..........•..... .. .... .. ________ ._ ..... . 3 32 

Total ........=.......................... ....~


1:311 
89 

8 
21 

1 
it 

2.973 :1,111:1 
2';S~6.,. ~,~~53 

"'.., qt 

157 4711 
:>7 58 
az 35 

.__ 2.12 . 5, 0,,(1 I 252 10.000 6~ 252 

llD(.lRS, NORTHE.RN DI::;TRIUT, J)EPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
FTl~s'J' SEPARATE BRIGADE. 

Jlfo'l"l'i8 Isla/HI, S. C., ])ecember 2(i, 'L8(j1.. 

LiellL Col. A. U. BENNB'!"!', 
Com.rnan(ri-ng Post, Jllorr·i8 J:~I((:lId, S. C.: 

COLONEL: 'rhe. brigadier·gelleml cOlllmauding dirccts that YOll eam;e 
dry hrush to be piled in front of the forts and batterieS on this island 
where the gTOlllld admits, at a dist,anee of 1'1'0111 200 to 300 yards, and at 
tho-'e poiuts wllere it might be slipposed that the enemy would ma.ke 
all attaek. 'l'his j.. intended, in tho laUcl' ease, to be /ir'ed, so as to 
throw a strollg lig'ht on the spaee in frollt, thus elltLulillg the ga.rrison of 
t,llC works t,o see the encllly. . 

I have the llOllOl' to be, colonel, very respectflliJy, your obedieut 
'-'ervall t" 

.1. W. DlUKINSON, 
CnZltlliin, .:clst (J. 8. (Joloj'(~d 'j'ro(~ll:~ , ll1ul Act!}. .1188t. Alljt. (fen. 

H EADQUAIl'l'ERS NIILITARY DIVISION OF THE l\'1ISSTSSIPI'I, 
Tn the Piehl, ~(lr(/,}(lIl1h, .December 2(j, ~8(j4,. 

Brig. Geu. H.. SAXTON, 
Commanding ])istrict of lJCl/.'l~/il1'l , 8. e.: 

GENER,AL: I alii directed by t,lw genera,l·in·chief' to ackno\'i'h'dgc 
your cornmllllieatioll to hilll nurler date of ~~d illstant, and to express 
IJis appreciatioll of ,YOUI' readiuess to aid hilll in respect to the dispoRi· 
tion of the cOllt.rauands. He regar'd:-; your suggestions as to the islaucb 
,YOII mention as well WOl'thy of cOllsideration, especially with refcrcnce 
to tile women and children. :Fof' the abl(~ ·bo<liccl Illcn, General Easton, 
ehief quartermaster, to whom the :-;ubject is n, ter-rcd, seems to think llc 
l:allti.lld employment for 1110St, if not a.1I, of thelll, ltlld Lieuten:1ut·Gen· 
('I'al Grant has also sigllifieci his wish that a Ilumber shall be sent. to 
him, ineluclil.lg' a, dne proportion of WOIllPll a.ntl e1lildl'cn. 1'lte gellera.1 
would be plcased to see you here to eouter with llimself and Genom] 
Baston 011 t ho sll~ject. 

I am, geuera.l, respectfully , ,)'0111' obedient serva.nt, 
HENH.Y HlTC.I:I()OCK 

'If(~jo1' and. Alfsistunt A(~ru.ta:nt· GC'/;r:II(.l. 
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• WA II, DEl'Al~'1'j\IEN'1', 
lJec(}/I/,{)(;r 27, 18Ui-l p. '1/1. 

Lieutenant·General GnAN'!': 
Is there <Lny ob.iection, 011 military grouuds, to the President relllov· 

ing the blockade of Savannah by proclamatioll, and opening it to'public 
tracie, except contraband of \Va,!, ~ . 

EDvVIN l\l. S'l'ANTON, 
Decretary 0/ Ww-. 

CITY 1'01:-;1', V A., Dece'mber 27, 186·1-J.3U p. 'lit. 

ilOll. E. 1\1. STAN1'O:."l, 
Seeretary of War: 

I think it would . be better to defcr the removal of the blockade of 
Savanllah by proclamation until military operations in that quarter 
are endeel. 

u. S. GRANT, 
L'ientlJ'IH~nt·Geltf.:ntl. 

HE~QUAR1'ERS ARl\IIE::> OF Tl:lE UNI1'ED S'1'A'1'ES, 
City Point, Va,., DeeeN/bcr ,'J7, 1 Q(j4. 

Maj. Gell. ·W. T. SUEIDIAN, .. 
CO?Wllu.tnding llfil-itar.l/ 1);'1;i,~ion t!f tlto M'is.~i.~siplJi: 

GENEItAL: Beti)fe writ ing you defiuite instrllctions tor the next cam· 
paigll, I walltell to reeeive your alli':iwer to my letter wl'ittell from vVaslt· 
iUgtOll. YOIll' eOllticletH;e ill being a.ble to mal'uh llP antl.ioin this a.rrny 
please::; IDe, ami I believe iteau hc dOlle. The ell'cct of such a campaign 
will be to di:';organize the SOllth, alltl pI'event tlHl organization of lIew 
arIllies fl'OlU thcir hrokell fragments, llood is HOW retreating, with lIis 
al'IDY brQkell and demorali zed. His loss ill men hal; probably not been far 
1'1'0111 20,000, besides deserters. If time is given the fragments limy be 
collected tug-et,hel' aud Illany ot' the lleseltel'S reai'; :-;cl\I hIed; if we C~\.IJ 
we should act to prevel.lt tlti::;. Your' spare a.rmy, as it were, lUoving as 
pl'oposed, will do this. III additioll to holding' Savanllah, it looks to 
lue tha.t an int,rellched camp Ollg-ltt to be held 011 the railroad bet.ween 
Sava.nnah aud Charlestoll, Your 1II0V(,llIelit toward Brallchville will 
pr91mbly enable Foster to readl thi;; with iJi;; OWlI force. l.'his will 
give us a, position in the South from ,,"hidl we can threatell the interior, 
without Illarehillg OV('I' loug lialTOw causeways ea.sily defendell, as we 
have hCl'etotore been cOlllpelled to do. Coulll not slwh a. camp be esta.b· 
lished abollt J:>ocotaligo, or Coosaw]ratehie 'q 1 hav(l thought that. Hood 
being so completely wiped out for pre::;ent h,Lrlll, I lI1ight bl'ing A. ,T, 
Sl\Iith here with frolll 10,000 to 1;3,000 mell, vVitlt thi;; illerease 1 could 
hold my Jines a.nd move out with a great.er foree 01<111 Lee has. H 
wouhl compel Lee to retaill all his pl'esellt; tin'ee .ill the defellses of 
HiclilllOl1ll, 01' aua.nllon them elltirely. Thi~ latter cOlltingelley is 1I£'Ob· 
abl~· the ollly d~tuger to the (~a.~.Y ~lIec.e~s of yOllr expeditiou. 1.11 the 
event you ..sllUuld l1le(~ t 1,ee's a.rmy, you would be eompelled to heat it, 01' 

find the seH·eoa,:-;t. Of eOllrSe I shall 1I0t. let Lee'~ army eticape if 1 can 
help it, alld will \lot let it go wi thollt. followillg to the best of Illy ability. 
\Vithollt wa.iting" further dil'ed,iolls, theu, you Hlay make prepara.tions 
to ~tart Oil your llorthel'll expeditioll witlJOllt delay. Break lip the rail· 
roads in SUllth alld ~ortlt Cal'oiiu;'l, a.nd ,ioin the arlllie:-; operatillg 
"~'lrjllst ltichmuud as SOOll as you can. I will lea.ve ont all sugg-e,.;tiolls 

http:great.er
http:prevel.lt
http:186�1-J.3U


821 CORRESPONDENCE ETC.-lNION. 

a\)otll t.ilc l'olli;e YOll sl]()nl<1 take, kltuwing that, yOIll' information, gained 
(jail\' ill the pl'ogn'''!' of (~\"ell t,::;, will be bettt' I' tiJa,ll :tny that ean hc' 
obtained 110W, It lila." not be pos"ible for ,rou h) mal'eh to the real' of 
Petersburg, hut failing in thi!' yon eOIlit1 !'trike either of the sea-coast, 
ports in North ,C_arolina: held hy I~S; from there ;\'(~l~ conld tn ke ship
ping. H w~ulll oe <lc~)declly ])l'cfel'~ble, h()\~'c\'er, )t YOII conl.o J.lIarch 
t.he w]lOln (ltstanee. fo )'0111 the best lUfOl'lllatlOn 1 have, you WIll timl no 
tiifficuIt.y in snppl.\·iJlg' your' arlllY lIntil ,von CI'OSS the Roanoke. From 
there here is bltt a f(·w days' march, alld supplie!' cOlllel be collected 
BOllth of the ri\'cl'to bring YOll throngh. 1 shall e!'talJlish cOllllUunica
tiou -with YOll there h~' steam- boa.t :Hld gUll-boat. By this Illeans yonI' 
want" can be partially sllpplied. I shnll hope to heal' fl'Olll you soon, 
and to heal' ;yOUI' plan a,nt! a,bollt the tilne of starting-. Please instrnet 
}'oster to hold on to all tile pl'Operty eaptmed ill Savannah, and 
e;;peeially the eottoll. Do not tnru it ove.)' t,o (~itiz('ns or Treasury 
ao-eut:s withont orde'l'>: of the \Yar Departrnent. 

b "Very respectfully, your obedient servant., 
(T. S. GR,ANT, 

[/ientc'/Ia:/1 t- Oel/eral. 

HEADQUARTERS JHILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
In til(' Field, Sa'nanna,h, On., Decembe1' 27, 1864. 

Cacptaill BOUTELLE, 
U. S. CO(/..~t S'//'i"I'C!J; 

CAPTAIN: I have the hOllor to rel}nest tllat. you will, at the earliest 
practicable moment, take the neee:ssary steps to baye the Tybee Light
House rebuilt, put iII good order, and religbt,ed; and also that the 
chanuels leading up to Sayaunab be buoyed aud lighted as soon as 
possible. 

1 bave the hono)' to be, yonI' obedient servant, 
W. T. ~HERi\fAN, 

llfrtjo r -Gen erul. 

f)PF.CfAL ORDERS, t HDQRS. DEI''!'. A~D .ARM': OF THE TENN., 
~o. :.!!n. l /)O'Illsl'IlIe, A:/j., /)cce lll!)(:r .-'2/', 1864. 

~. 

III. Col. M. C. GarbCl', senior elli e t' I}nartcl'Inaster of this department, 
will at ouce proceed to l\ew York City aud procnre transportation to 
Savaunab, Ga., for the headquarters Depar·tment and Army of the 
Tennessee alld the headqua.rters Fifteenth Arm,)" Corps, with the officers 
and men attached th(:l'eto. 

By order of l\'Iaj. Gen. O. O. HowaJ'd: 

WM. rr. CLARK, 


,1.SSiS/(f'11 t Al(jlltant- General. 

SPECIAL { HEADQUAI:.'l'ERS DEPART}'IEN'J' AND 
FIELD ORDERS, ( Al~MY OF THE TENNESSEE, 

No. 206. ) 8a'vl/i/lnah, Ga." December 27, 1861. 

Y. Tbe seyernl pioneer corps of this army will. report to Lient.enapt 
Stiekney, Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army, for work on the line of for
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~. 'l'ile ]~in;t Uivil'iol1, Maj. Gen .•1. A. ~[OWCl' eOJnruanding, will form 
011 80uth Broad street, with tile rigbt res ting Oll Price IStreeL 

3. The Third Divisiou will tc)rlll Oil LibertJY street, with it., right i'est
iug 011 Price st,reet. 

4. The FOlll'tll Divisiou will fOJ'ui on ,Toiles street, with its right rest-
in o· all Priee street. .5. l\iaj. A. O. vVatel'Lonse, cbiefof a.rtillerY, will form t.Ji artillerv 011 
the opeIi g'rolllld on tile comer or Price a.ud Libcrty streets. 

n. 'fhe position of the reviewing' otncer will be at) tbe Exehailge, oj! 
H~';,y street,. 

'7. 'l'ILe honr for the fOl'mation will be the same as fimnerly flt,signatelL 

" 
By C0Il1JL1;u)(1 of l\'I~~i. Gen. F. P. Blair: 

C. OADLE, JR,., 
As,~i.~t(/mt A((.juta,nt-Gcncl'al. 

•
SPECIAL ) HEADQUARTER.' TIIIRD DIVISION, 

FJELD O.lWERS. t SC;VENTEEN'l'H AR~IY OORPS, 
. No. 184. ' ~ Sa'vanna.h, Gu., Der-embcr 27, 1864. 

1. 001. H. K. Scott, Sixty-eighth Obio Veteran Volunteer Infantry, 
h:wing' been ordered North, Col. G. F. Wiles, Seventy-eighth Ohio Vete
mo Voluuteer lllfantry, is hereby detached from his regiment and 
a::;siglled to the comrlUwd of the Second Brigade, this division. 

" " 
By order of Brig. Gen. M. D. Leggett: 


,J. C. DOTJGLASS, 

_tiSSi8ta.llt L1t1jutant- Gcnem I. 

HEADQUARTERS 'TWENTIETH CORPS, 
Sa:l'(/.11)/,alt, Un., Dc()cllIbc)' 27, 18fi4. 

Bl'ig. Gen. ,"V. T. 'W ARD, 
Gommanding l'hi1'd J)ivision: 

GENERAL: The general eOlllllallfling the corps directs that you hold 
yOUI' division ill readiness to cross to-morrow morning to the north side 
of Savannah Hiver. The movelllent will not he made, however, until 
you \'ecei ve further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient sernlllt, 
.Ff. W. PERKINS, 

jlicutcn.{/i/lt- ()%nd ((1/(1 .I1.~,~ist{/nt A({j1t.tant-General. 

HDQRS. SIGNAL DWfACHMENT DEPT. OF' THE SOT'; 'I'll, 
Hilton i!.cad, 8. G., Decembcr ,'27, lS(j4. 

Capt. W. IJ. M. BURGER, 
A8sistant AI~j1tt((.nt- Gene1'a.l, Dcp((.1'trnent of the South: 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report, for the information of the 
general commanding, that communication is DOW open from Hilton HeutL 
to Fort Pulaski. 

Very respectfully, yom obedient servant, 
GEO. A. FISHBR, 

Fh'st L-iell,tena.nt, S·i{j'/'l.al Gorps, D. S. A 1'1IIll. 
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were capt.llrc(l by three of tl10 enemy's scouts while ell route from t.his 
place to Saillt Augns~iue. Colouel :Noble W[l1'; here a8 a ~vitness before 
a. general (;onrt·rnartI:I,l, aml was to ha ve l"?tul"lletl beto~e. Monday!) 
a. IU. vVhclI 1 p:,,,·e Colollel Noble pernllSSlO1I to go to Smnt Angus
tine I calltioned him eRpecially ill reference to the necessity of being 
always armed, of l'tOt travf' ling wit,hOl ; escort, &c. As far as I call 
learn lleitlter of the l,a,rties captured bad arms \yith them. Cap
tain YOUIlg' \ms permitted to go at large on the ground of iII-healtb 
alld retiremellt froll1 sCl'vi 'e abou t to be consummated. Every practi· 
enble effort is being llmdc to reSClle t.hese officers, bHt, l Ita ve ve!'y little 
expeetatio]), notwithstanding tllC hopes held out by seouts, &c., that 
t.hey will be successfnl. I t\'llst tha.t .the cavalry force de~tinefl for this 
di strict may bc sent ns soon as praetlcable, and t,hat, th(\ lllfantry, tem
porarily withdrawn, may be also returned. 

I 	have the honor to be, very respect.fnlly, &e., 
, E. r. SCAMMON, 

Br-igarlicl'- Gene1'(li, C01n1ll(l1Id-ing. 

CITY POINT, VA., D cccmbcl' 28, 18G4. 

Ron. Eo 1\,[, STANTON, 
Secretary of Ww': 

The Richmond papers contain Ule followillg items from Georgia: 
The latest. official lIch-icps from Georgia indicate tllnt i:iherman hrls already fol

lowed up t,he occupation of Savllnllnh hy ~ellLlillg a forrn of cava lry, artillery, and 
infantry npon an eXlledit,ioll, whose destination can only be gnes~ed at, frolll t.he 
direct ion in which it has rnoveu. These t,rool)S an' rep()rtcd to hnve gone-t,owa...l 
t he AJt,amahrt river, and we ~hall no donbt. llex t hear that, they lmve crossed that. 
~(,ream and are moving to Sout,hwestern Georgia, in quest of the prisoners of war 
who were snpposed to be at Andcrsonyille. Sherman's vrograulll1e for his gran(l 
campaign northwar(l seeUlS to be no secret. He will start from Port {{llyn) and IUOV(l 
,·trai ght on B\"I1ollchdlle, the point of jUllction hetween t.be Georgiall and Carolinian 
railroads; be then proposeR to follow the main lines of railroad t,ow'lrtl Virginia , 
~t,cal iug and murdering as much as he can by t,he w ay. All yery fine; lJut if :->her
lUau prop()~es , Lee disposes. 

From Wilmington, the following offic ial d.ispatch was received last night: 

"\VII.~IINGTO;\" December 27,3 p. m. 
"His Excellency the PRESIDENT OF TIIE CONFEDEHAl'I'; STATES: 

"The enemy has embarked undo}' eover of his tleet. His movement is not. developed. 
J hftve visited Fort Fisher and find the damage :;Iight, except the buildings not 
llccessary for defense; only two guus disahled. Tbe marl.s remaining indicate t,}H\,(, 
the bombardment was very heavy. lIIajor-Gelleral Whitiug, COlllllllllldillg the 
defenses nt the month of the river, Colonel Lamh, cOlllll1allding the fort, aud the 
officers and men eomposin~ the garrison <leseI've cS,pecial eOUllllelldation for the gal
lantry, efficiency, and fortitude displayed lllHler very tryiug circnmstances. 

"BRAXTON BRAGG." 
From Southwestern Virginia; 

The Lyucbburg Virginiau has tbc following a(\.litiollal in Telation to the capture 
of the ~alt- works, announced officia.lly on yester<ta.y; 

We had been led to hope that these important works were safe, but the sourec~ 
from whi ch theil' reported capture comes IClwe us no room to doubt its eorrectnes~. 
They were occupied by the enemy on Tuesday the 20th, and held by t.hem, as is 
~tated, until Thur~d:1y, when they retrented towards Bl'iRtol. We leaI'll that the 
l)lace was heM by about 200 reserves, nuder Colonel Prest.on, the most of WhOUl 
escaped capture. The \\'orl.s are r eported to he but little damaged, and ~'e under
RtmHI th:~t persons who have visited them ~ince the occnpatiou by the enemy think 
they can be put in working order again by the first of FelJrnary. A l:n'ge qilalltity 
of Ralt, already gotten out, wa.s destroye.l, and all the lJUilding~ at the nlace were 
~ul'ned ; se,:eral p!eces of artillery w~re ,also "aptlll'ed hy t.hem, but they got ,but 
little else of any kllld. General Brecklllrldge, at, the last accouuts, was at Snltnlle, 
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1'1'0parillg' to follow t he CJ\elll~ ' Oil his r etrcat. Deyollu cOl.l t illllc.l sl;: inni~billg with 
their rear g1lard, 110 turth er fi ghting has takon place th:m that alrc:\lly reported. A 
gentlelllltll wLo passed over the railroad froll1 Bristol to Glado i:ipriug after tho 
enemy advanced says t he brhlgos betwoell t,hose placcR a rc :Lll UllflJod, but that the 
t,rack is unilljul'ed. 

U . S. GHAN'l', 
Lil?lItmwnt· G(HIC'I'(( t. 

HEADQUARTERR 1\'1U.ITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSI SSIPPI, 
In th c Field, tkwa.nna/t, Deccmbcr 28, 18M. 

General .T. D.',VEBS'l'ER, 
N ctslw ille, Tenn.: 

(j-ENERAL: Inclosed plea.se find an order for removal of headqnar. 
tel'S to this plaee ; and I will furtlJer explaill (j eneral Sherlllan's wishes, 
as he has givell me the direetions. 'rhe otlkCI's to be tmusferred are 
Genera,l -Webster, Colonel Sawyer, Captaiu I~ochestel', Captaiu Covel" 
dale, a,lld Lieutenant Towuer, of Gelleral Barry's staff; also Captaiu . 
Jenney, with Captain Poe's office. _All the other o/'I'i cers on duty at head· 
quarters will be relieved and retul'l1ed to their eOlllllllHlt!S, as also all 
clerks, orderlies, and messengers 1I0t. belonging to organizations in this 
part of tht~ cornmaml. All public property at headqnarters will be 
properly di sposed of by orders, aud le ft, and tbe office record~, papers, 
&c., proper, be br'ong-ht along. YOIll' pri vate horses will be disposed of 
as each of yon may prefer, by sale, by taking quartermaster's receipts, 
or otberwise, but not be brought here, at-; transporta tion from New York 
caJlllOt be obtained. 'l.he .Regular B attalion 'flIirteenth Infalltry will 
not come. Ca,ptain Poe sell(Is inst m ctions for Ca.ptain Jenney; and in 
the absence of General Barry I presullle Lieutenant Towner must bring 
only his office propel'. 'fhe general wishes !Jis trnnk, and also the 
effects or baggage for an the s taff here shoul<l be In'ought along; a ll of 
us have JIlore or less with Colonel Sa wyer and yourself. You will come 
via New York, and thence by reg ular steamer. You can make the 
necessary orders covering these points lwd giviug transportation. The 
derks, messengers, and orderlies belonging t.o this part of the command 
will be brought along. Thi s relieves from duty at headquarters Cap· 
tain Rankin, Captain Stoekdale, Lieutenant Newliu, and ally.others Hot 
enumerat.ed as to come here. 

I am It\vare the general has written you fully t,he news, &c., rega.rd· 
iJlg the campaign just closed, and I can ouly luld, an seems to be work· 
iug well here. 

J a.m, general, with re~peet , &n. , 
l~. M. DAYTON, 

Aide-de·Camp. 

rlnd osnre.] 

SPECIAL l HDQHt5 . ~ln.. Drv. OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
FIELD ORDERS, ( Jil the Jr"ield, Sa.vanna)" G£~., 

No. 144. ) Deccm.lw/' 27, 18G4. 

" 
Xl. The general a.nd busines~ headqllal'ter~ of this military division 

will be moved from Nashville, Tenn., to Sava.nnah, Ga., under direetion 
of Brig. Gen..1. D. -Webster. 

By order of Maj. Gen. \ iV. '1'. Sherma,n: 
L. 1\1. DAYTON, 

Aide-de·Camp. 
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llEAlJQ1 T An.TER"~ JlILI'I'AltY DIVISION .OF TilE )\1.18S1::; '11'1'1, 

1n the Piehl, Sa.vannah, Dl:l!cmiJl;r 28, }86'.J.. 


]VleRsI'R. P. J. ::)T .xyu;r,J), A. ,J. P A(;E'l"l', am! othtJr's, 

O}' Liberty (mil 'l'{(,tfnnU (Jo'UnMes, Oa.: 

GENTLEMEN: I have a copy of the resolutiolls adopted by yOIl. 
Tirey are tmrely strong, enongll allel patriotic ellollglJ. 1 will .aid yOIl 
all possible, aud do aU 1!1 Illy power to encourage you a.nd def~lld you 
ill vonI' course. [do thU1k we have been at war 10llg enough for tl'llth 
to l:evea.I iti:ielf·. We are fellow·countrymen and bouud by every prillci· 
p]e of bonor alld JJOnesty t? maintai.n amI defend the Union gi,ven l~S 
by W aslJiligton, <~ntl that I.S all r allll at, and the I~JOment heorl:na 
I'C:-Hune" her plaec III tlJe UUlOn and semis Represellt~LtJves to Congl'ess 
she is at Ollce at, peace, and all tlle laws both lIatiollal and State are 
l'evivefl. If yon will stay at home qnietly, and call back your sons aIHI 
ueighbors to resume theil' peaceful pursuits, I will prolllise you allllllU· 
nitioll to protect, yourselves alld property. If rebel soldiers do any of 

' yon violence I will retaliate, and if you will bring- yonr produce to 
SaITallllah I will cause it t-o be protected in transitu, alld allow it t-o be 
sold ill market to the highest bidder, alld our commissary will buy your 
t:attle, bog's, sheep, &e. It would be well to form a league, and adopt 
some COlllmon certifica.te, so that our officers alld soldiers may distin
gnish hetween you aud open rebels. I will be gla,d to confer with any 
of your people, a,nd will do all that is fair to elleourage you to recover 
the pea(:e and prospm'ity you enjoyed before the war. 

I am, with respect, &e., 
W. 1'. SHERMAN, 

Jlfajo1'- (/cneral. 

A DDE fI'DA, 

When dominant political factions become so corrupt as to prefer the 
destruction of the General Govel"lllUent to their owu overtlrrow as mere 
parties, amI ill snpport of snch preference set at defiallce the authority of 
snch General Governlliellt, and finally actually inaugurate a war for the 
dei'ltrllction of the salllc, we deem it the right an(l duty of all men living 
ill the eonntl'y whel'e snell parties are fin'med, who desire to contiuue 
IOYiLI to their Government, to resist if possible all attempts to make 
tllPm take up arms a.gaillst the saHle; bllt if not able to make an opell 
l'ci:iistarree, thclI we deem it not a,t [LIl dishonorable to evade stealthily 
snell unuatural, unlawful, and treasonable measures, llQr do we deem it 
dishollorable to aid iu t.he same or any other manuel' tlre open defenu· 
ers of our cause. 

Be it therefore 1'C.~olved, That we, the undersigned cit.izens of Liberty 
alld Tattnall Counties and tlle State of Georgia, either deserted from 
the arlllY of the so-ca.lled COlifederate St~Ltes a.t. home, in vioIa.tiou of 
the cOll.script law thereof, or uy reason of our old age, will never aid 
ill carrying on this wicked rebellion against our Goven'll11ellt. 

Resolved, That we will band t-ogether, under the leadership of some 
suitable person, in order tha.t we may better defend our lives and our 
pl'opert.y against tire execution of barbarou~ tllrea ts alld orders littered 
and if;sued against us by rebel leaders. 

Resolved, That the occupation of Georgia by the Federal army is in 
accordance with oar wislJes, alld that we will rellder' allY assistallce in 
our power to said a.nny that JUa.y [heJasked. 
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Rcsoll'l'd: 'l'bat, we art'. C)PJl()~e(1 to the priu<:iple of' ~eeession, and 
look Ilpon aU who snpport sai(l principle as t,rait.or~ to 0111' Govel'll· 
ment. 

Rcsolvecl, 'rbat hereafter, as heretofore, we will recognize the Con· 
st.itnt.ioll of the United StatcR, and that alone, :w the supreme law of 
ollr land, to which, though temporarily i-\llRpenucd here, we Ht.cadily 
look for that protection which. flH American citizenl'l, we arc entitled to 
enjoy. 

RC8olvccl, 'l'hat two members of this meet.ing be appointed to proceed 
as soon as practicable with n, eopy of tbef;C resolutions to t.lH~ lIear·el'lt. 
Federal camp. ' 

~~re do solemnly s"-eal' that we will not divulge to anyone at all not 
present a.t this meeting anything cOllnectcd therewith, or transpire(l 
therea.t, without the full (;onsen t alltl approbation of the chairman 
thereof, so help me Hod. 

Be it n :/iolvc(l, Tha.t the penalty will be death for any person wllo 
reveals any part of the a,bovc obliga,tioll 01' resolution or proceeding' 
of this meeting that ha;; been trallsaded. or may here~tfter be trans· 
a.cted n,t, any subsequent. 

The following·uamed persons will act to forlll resolutions for t,hi:;; 
meeting to be governed by: P ..I. ::)talldfield, A ..J. Pagett., Asa Barnett, 
,T. E. Beasly, Jno. S. Long' . 

.' SPECIAL . ( IIDQRs. MIL. Dry. OF TIm MISSISSIPPI, 
I TELV OlWERS, ( III th e Picicl, Sa'l'IInullh, Ga,., 

No. 145. ) DC('emoer /!8. 1801. 

'. 
V. Capt. O. M. Poe, chief ellgineer, iB hereby authorized, in t,he exe· 

eution of illstnwtions to bnikl a lille of defen:;;e tor the city of Savannah, 
to remove or destroy lmildillgs of lWy character, to give orders for the 
removal of a.ny camp of troops or other obstacles ill t,he way, and com· 
manders of troops will assiijt Captain Poe as much as possible in the 
removal of camps that lIJay inted'tll'c Iyith his propoijed line . 

• " 
By order of 1\'1fiij. Oen. \V. T. Rhermall: 

h 1\1. ])AYTO:N, 
i t ide·(l!~· C{(mp. 

R.DQRS. DRPARTMENT A~D ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE, 
8(1.1)(I,nnal1 , Ga,., December /28, 1801. 

l\:la.j. Gen. W. '1'. SHER)IAN, 
C01mna'flrling l11iUtary Di'vision of the l1fi881ssippi: 

GENERAL: In consequence of the rain I have postponed the review 
of Major.General Blair"s comman(l to 11 a. In. Friday, the 30tb instant. 

Very respcctfillly, yoms, &e., 
O. O. BOWARD, 

JY/rtjo1·· GC'llm·al. 

http:t,rait.or
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HDQHS. DEl'AR1'.:mm'l' AND _ .AlDIY UF THE 'J'ENNES::;m~, 
8ava.nul/h, Ga., Decembel' :J8, 181';1. 

Maj. Gen. W. 'l'.. BHER?~AN, ... . " . . . 
Co1lt1ltlt.luhng JJ1'~htm7J 7Jwmon oj tItCi11V,S'I-III)'IPPI: 

GENERAL: It is reported to mc by my officers that t,he animal:; M 
this army are actually sufierillg' ~'or want of fom/:?'c. ~t i.:'l r~port:ed to. 
tile by lVIajor Tholll.as that there IS a . large quantity wlthm SIX ulllcs 01 
this city, and that It can be landed wlthollt allY trouble at'l'hunderbolt. 

V cry respectfully, your obedient SCl'Vall t, 
O. O. HOW..A.HD, 

Mojo'/'· Gen cml. 

BEADll. UAln'm~:,; iYIILlTAl~Y DIVJSION OF 'I'HE l\1ISSISSLPPI, 
In thc Field, Sa:vann(/JI" Dc(!(]'mbcr 28, 18li4. 

Maj. Gen. O. O. HOWARD, . . 
Oorn1na.ni.lmg, <I;c.: 

G-l';NERAL: TlJe chief quart.ermaster represents that pa,ragraph 111, 
Special Field Orders, No. 141,* has not beell complied with as yet, alld 
he desires it, shall be as 80011 as possible, for t.l1e reason that tor tlJe 
absence of this guard and fat.ignc sel'vice, the pnblie property cannot 
be protccted DOl' the supplies arriycd be furnislwd tile army. Plea::;e 
g'ive this your earliest a,ttcntion, as General Eastoll is ill pressing lleetlof the detail of men. 

I am, gCllcrul, with respect, 
L. M. Dr\. YTO.N, 

ilidc-de· Oamp. 

HEADtlU ARTER::; DEI'AWl'iYIENT OF THE ~rENNESSEE, 
gN(aNEEl~ Ol"FICE, 

Sav(/nnalt , GlI., Dece-Inber :18,1861. 
Capt. O. M. POE, 

Ch'iej' Bnginecl' ~M il-ita f!J /J-il"isio'/I uf the Missoi8Sippi: 
1 have to report tlJat I have examinetl t,he grollud for t,IJC new line of 

fortifications about the eity. The line willl'un so as to render it neee::;
sary to dest.roy sOllie old bllilding':;; (sollie of them oecllpied by fluuiliel'\) 
amI to remove SOlllC ot the camp::; of our troop8. I havc located the 
line to interfere with both of these as little as possible. 1 t,hillk it, 
nccessary to give me authority, in order:;;, to have all builtiillg'S 01' camps 
in the way of the line of works nmlOved at oneco 

1 am, very respectfully, youI' obedient. servant, 
C. 13. REESE, 

Capt. of .I!:nyi'lteCI'8, cit/iii I~/I!tillec'/' Dcpa'l'tlllL'1tt (!J' the Te-nncs8ec. 

, ,~PECIAL . '~ IlEADl-~UXH:l'lm. :,; DEl'ART)'fEN'l' AND 
I'IELD ORDEn.:;, ( Alnry OF THB rrENl'\EI'~EE, 

~o. ~07. J Sa:ranl/ah, Ga.. , ./)cwmbel' 28, 1864. 
.. " " ;t. 

rH. P61'1nissioll t,() proceed to .Hilton flead and ]~('allfOl't, S. C., to 
retnl'n as :;oon as praetimlble, is grant.ed to Maj. Hell. P. ,Josepb Oster

" ::;l\l\ p, tl0'2. 
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time been discov9rell to ue of OUl' own forces, and the deployed liue 
having been drawn in the coluulIl llIarched by the tlallk clown the mil
road. Upon reaching the railroad bridge llear tile city a. gnUI'd tor
bade ' further adva,ncing,and I reported to the divisioll officer of the 
day, who ordered me to march to the presellt ca,lllp-grOlllH.l of the 
division and await tlHl <-tlTival of the brigade. ~rhe brigade arrived 
about 11 a. Ill., at which time the pickets were dbmissed and Illy suc
cessor reportecl tor duty. 

I have the honor to l'emaill, ('aptailJ, yOllr obediellt servallt, 
B. OSlIOHN, 

Captwin, liVty-jifth l~Cflh/lellt Vhio JlQl1Uttoer Injimflry. 

FLAG-l:lIHP MA1.,VERN, 
At Sea" 0.t1' ooast of North Cctrolina, Doccm.lJ(}·/, .29, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. "V. 'r. SUERMAN, U. S. Army, 
C01n1nandh~[j l11il'ita.ry i)'ids'ion of the J1Hss'ilJsippi; 

My DEAl~ GENERAL: I seUtI Captain Breese to comml.lllieate with 
you, and tell you about matters ami things in t.hiti quarter. I congrat
ulate you on yonI' success, whicb I knew was sure when you sta.rterl. 
I told the world yon wonld be off Sava,nllah on th fl 10th, and you were 
llOt far oft' on that day: I feel certaiu that you are in SaVilUllah to-day, 
or will be there in a week. "Vhen you have captlll'ctl tha.t place 1 iuvite 
you to add to your brow the laurels thrown iLway hy (leneral Bntler 
a.fter they were laid at his feet by the navy, and which neitbel' he HOI' 

those witll him bad the courage to gather np. I felt sure tha,t it wonld 
be so when we started on the expedition. We at.taekcd Fort Fi!:lher, 
silenced it, blew it up, burned itout, and knocked it to pieces. All om( ~er 
belonging' to the small skirmishing' pal'ty of twen ty men sen t ont by the 
force that lauded 011 the beach went Oll the parapet of Fort Fisher and 
brought away t.he flag th(tt we had shot down. A sergeant went 
through the sally-port into the fort, and met there a. rebel ordel'ly 
ready to mount a horse for t,be purpose of ca.rrying a. let,ter. He killed 
the ol'dcrly, sea-rehetl his body, found the dispa.tch, Ulounted the horse 
and rode out. of the fOl't. Auotber soldier weut ill aud brougbt out a 
mule that was stowed away in a bomb-proof; another fired his musket 
a.t a crowd of cowering wrctches stowed away in the bomb-proof. Not
withstanding all tlJi!:l Genera.l Butler decided uot to atta.ek Fort l"isher, 
" as the navy tire has not injured it a.s a defem;ive work!" Great heav
ens! wha,t are we coming toO? Well, I thiuk 'that Providence intended 
it to be so; aud it rests with YOll t{) add new 11OIIOI'S to your name, 
already famous, llotwithstanding' tbe llewspnpe\' rcporters. This is 
merely 011 your way to Richmond. 1'ake this place aud yon take the 
"creme de la creme" of the rebellioll. I leave to Capta-in Brcese to tell 
you all my views; and I rio hope, my deal' general, tbat yon will second 
me here and let OUl' people see tile t()Uy of employillg' such generals as 
Butler and Banks. I have tried them both, and God save lUe from 
further cOlllleetioll with sndl generals. "With you I feel sure of S11C
cess, and shall bless the day when I shall once 1ll01'e see yonI' estecnll'd 
self in Olu' midst. A host of old friends are here to welcome you, and 
!:Ihow yon the lllOSt magnificent lIaval fight yon ever la,id yonr eyes Oil. 
I hope SOOI1 to see you here. :r have mnch to tell yon that, will aston
isll yon. 

. 	 Very t.rnly ami sinecrely, .yon},!:I, 
DA.VI D D. l'OW£EH. 

NCIII'·~1d'llti/'(/ t. 
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HEA.DQUARTEHi':! }\IrLl1'ARY DIVISION OF TUE MISSISSIPPI, 
in the P 'iehl, &tva,nnah, December 29, 186'4. 

Brig. Gen. R D~LA.FIE.LD, . 
. Ohief EnYI,nccr U. S. A 'rmy, Wosli.lIIgion, D. 0.: 

GENERAL: 1 bave the honor to aeknowledge the receipt of y01l1' 
dl'en]al' dated November 21, 1864, ref]uesting. me to fnrnisb for rour 
iulhl'lllntion the names of officers connected WIth my eommand ot the 
Corps of Bngineers wh? have beell lUentione~ je)!' distilll?uisbed ~nd 
meritoriolls conduct dunng the present 01' prevIOus eampmgns agalllst 
t.he rebelliom; States, witb recommendations for brevet ra,nk. In com
pliallce tberewit.h I have the honor to reeommeud for promotion by 
brevet as below statcd, tbe following officers of the Corps of Engineers 
con lle<;ted with my COllunand during the late and previous campaigns: 

First. Capt. O. lH. Poe, Corps of Engilleers: chief engineer ot' the lVIiI
itarv Division of the Mississippi, bas bcen iu constant daily service 
near lily person since the beginning of the Atlanta campaign. His 
services have been of tbe very highest value throughont that and tIle 
mnnpaign jnst ended, and have becn reudered with a zeal, promptitude, 
and lidelity wbich havc lett notbing to desire. 1 cOBsider that be has 
fairly earned the commission he formerly held as brigadier-geneml of 
volunteers, but I prefer that he should be brevet brigadier-gelleral in 
the Regular Army, in order that 1 lllay retain .him nea.r my person as 
long as I have the honor to exercise an active command in the Army 
of the United States. I find him so tboroughly qualified that I wou!d 
be lost without him. 

Second. Capt. C. ll. Reese, chief ellgineer of the Department and 
A1'lI1y of the Tennessee, hat> proved himself a most earnest and efficieut 
offieer, to whom the higbest pra.ise is awarded by hjs immediate supe
riors for the valuable service he has rendered in all departments under 
his control. I respectfully recomlllend him for the brevet rank of 
colonel, U. S. Army. 

Thil'd. l,'irst Lieut. Amos Stickney, Corps of Engineers, assigned to 
dnty with the Depa.rtment and Army of the 'rennessce, is recolllmellded 
as a zealous and efficient officer, who has at all times satisfactorily per
fbrmect the duties imposed upon him, and bas fairly earned proillotion 
by one gTade. 

Fonrth. First Licut. vViIlia.m Ludlow, Oorps of Engineers, joined 
myeommand during the Atbnta campaign-afterward doing duty at 
l~ome, Ga., uuder Brigadier-General Corsc, pal'ticipating iu the heroic 
defense of AllatoOll:L l>ass, and serving during the recent (:a.mpaign as 
chief eng'ineer of the Left Wing of tllis army, nnder l\1ajor-Gcneral 
Slocum, commanding, who hal; expressed satisfaction with his discharge 
of tbe duties thus assigned him. For Licutclla.nt Ludlow~s participa
tion in tbe defense of AllatooLm Pass, I respectfully t'eeommend him fbI' 
the brevet rank of eaptain, U. S. Army, awl for that of major in COIL
sideration of his sel'viees during the last eaolllpaign. 

1 have tbc honor t{) be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. SHERiVIAN, 

J1If(jor- General, OO1nmanding. 

P. S.-Please scnd a copy of your circular t{) Major-General Thomas, 
at Nashville, that he may report direct t{) yon concerning the officers of 
the Engineer Corps serving in that brunch of my command. 

W. T. S.,· 
Mojor- (hmcral • 

. f);) u, ~-YOL XLIV 
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mure th,MI equal~d his cxp,ectati?u, all~l the mure so bccalll:-ie, it large 
pOI.tiOlI of tIm brIgade comn,l:-its ~t r(lCl'tllts. who have had ~)Ut ltttle op
portunity for lh,m 0.1' exerCise III th,e ma.nual. General Sherlll~n was 
much gratified, saylllg that th~ brIga~le was " ,a finc body of men." 
'While thanking the COIHmftnd for bavlng acqUItted thcmselves thus 
well the general would remind them it is only by' improving evel-Y 
leisl;re opportullity~ and eSIJecia.l1y the present. o,ne, in constant d!'il\ 
and the Inannal, that they can prel:-iel've to the bl'lgfuie the rcputatIOu 
they lla,ve gaiued: , . . . 

By order of Bng. Gell. 'V, \\, Bell'lIap: 
O. lJ. JUNSlVfAN, 

IllIll'i,~tant .11 (U ut(lll 1- Gel/.{J'/'(( I. 

H~ADQUAH.'1'ER8 'l'wEN'l'lETH OOI{PS, 
Sa,vamwh, (fa., Dcccm,bcl' :39, 18(iJ. 

Brio'. Gen. N. J, JACKSON, 
b COlnman&ing First Divis'ion: 

GEKERAL: The Third Division is ordered to el'OSS the river early 
tu morrow lUol\lling. The general commanding the corps directs that 
you take up, at daybreak to-morrow morning, in addition to the line you 
1I0W hold, that now held by the Third Division. 

Very respectfully, your ouedient servant, 
B. W. PEHKINS, 

Ass'i8tant Adj1ltmtt- Geneml. 

GENERAL ORDEH.8, { RDQR,S. DEPART)1EN'I' OF THE SOUTH, 
No. 172.} Hilton Hettel, S. C., Deecmbm' 29, .18(i4. 

001. C. L. Kilburn, assistant commissary-general of subsistence, U. 
S. Army, having reported at these headquarters in compliance with 
Special Orders, No. 431, paragraph 47, current series, from the War 
Department, dated Adjutant-General's Office, Washington, D. C., De
cember 5, 1864, is hereby announced as chief commissary of subsist
ence of this department, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By command of lVIaj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 
W. L. lVI. BUHGlm, 

.il8sistant AdJntant- GlJ1ural. 

HDQRS. NORTHER,N DISTRICT, DEPT. OF THE SOUTH, 
lI{ol'1'ili Island, S. 0., December 2.9, 1864. 

Capt. W. L. lVI. BUR,GEH., 
Assistant A4illttmt-GeneraZ, Depctrt'ment of thc South: 

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has 
oCGlIued in this command since my last communication. Five d('serters 
of the :First South Carolina Infantry from Sullivan's Island and one of 
the Second South Carolina Artillery from James' Island have eome into 
nul' lines. The general informatiun brought by these men is the sallie 
as is already ill our possession. 1'hey state that the details from the 
troops on Sullivan's Island that had been sent to Pocotaligo and Savau
lllth (only about 150 men) returned last week. They represent a de
pressed, dispirited. feeling flS existillg amongst officers a.nd 1IIell, and 
give various rumors that are flying abuut camp whicll tend to c01'rouo.. 
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rate this. The onelllY contiuues fatigue work on some of itis batteries 
on James Island, and especially on tlll) new batteries near Stono Hiver 
on John's Island. As regards Hemling }\frs. 'rhoJllas and her daugh
ters across om" lines by fla,g of tl"llce, I endeavored to comlllllllicate with 
the enemy iLl the hm'bor on the first day of the ladies' arrivalllere, but 
my flag of truce was not accepted. Yesterday was toostorHlyto admit 
of meetiug in the harbor, and to·day I propose to send a flag of truce 
over from Cole'l::i Is1aud and endeavor to effect the transfer there. 

I have the honor tolbe, respectfully, yOlll' obedient servant, 
A. SCHlMl\IELFENNIG, 

Briga.dier- Oene'rat, Commanding Dist1'ict. 

PIUVAl'E AND CONFIDE:'l'l'IAL.] 

l1EADQlJAR'l'ERS OF THE ARl'IY, 
Wallhington, D. C., December 30, 1864.'" 

Maj. Gen. oW. 'r. RHER,MAN, 
ScI1'fl.nna.h: 

My DBAR GENERAl.; I take the liberty of calling your attention, in 
thil::i private and friendly wa.y, to a matter which lIla.y poss~bly hereafter 
be of more importance to yon thalJ either of u:-; may 1I0W anticipate. 
While almost everyone is praising yonr great march throngh Georgia 
allel the ca.pture of Sava.1I nab, there is a {~ertain class, ha.ving now great 
influellce with the President, and very probably anticip:Lting still more 
on a change of Cabinet, who are decidedly disposed to make a point 
agaillst you--1 mca-u ill regard to "lnevitable Sambo." They say Ulat 
~rou bave manifestell all almost crimiultl dislike to the negro, and that 
you are not willing' to carry ont the wishes of the Government in regard 
to him, but repulse him with contempt. They say you might bave 
brought with yon to Savannah more than 50,000, thus strippiug 
Georgia of that lIullIher of laborers and openiug a road by whieb a.s 
many more could have escaped from their masters; but that instead 
of tllis yon drove them from yOUI' ranks, prevelltcd them from tollowing 
you by cutting the bri(lgps ill yonr rear, and thus caused the massacre 
of large numbers by ·Wheeler's cavalry. 

To t,11o:;e who know you as I do such aecwmtions will pass as the idlc 
wiuds, for we presume that yon discoura,ged the neg-roes ti.'om following 
yon simply because you had not t ite meaus of supportiug them alld fea.red 
they might seriously embarra.ss YOllr lIIarch. But there are others, and ( 
among' them some ill high a.uthority, who think, or ipretelld to think, I. 
otherwise, and they are (leeidedly dispos{'d to make a point against you. 

I do not write this to induee you to conciliate this class of mell by 
rloing anythiug which you do licit thillk right and proper and for the in
terest of the Govel'llment and the eoulltry, but ~illlply to call your 
attention to certain -things which are viewed hcre somewha.t differently 
than from your standpoint. I will explaill as briefly as possible: 
Some here thiuk that, ill view of the scarcity of labor in the Soutb, 
alld the probability that a part, at least, of the able-bodied sla.ves wiII be 
called into the milital'y service of the rebels, it is of the greatest impor
tance to open outletl::i by which the slaves can escape illto our lines, and, 
they say, that the route you have passed over should be JIIade the route 
of escape aBel Sava.nnah the great place of refuge. These I know fLre the 
views of some of the leading men in the administration, aud theynow ex
press di:;satisfaction that YOII did !lot earry thelll out in your great raid. 

• Genera I SherJllau'~ reply of ,Tauuary 12, 1865, refers to thiti letter a~ d!l~l;ld .Tallllll,ry 
lMt, but Genllral I-h~ne\lk's I'o!,y is datef\ liS here giveu, 
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Now tltat, YOll a.rc in p.oss(>s;;ion ?f SavlLllIlah,. and .there can he no 
fnrtller feal's about supplies, wUllld It not be pus,;]l.lle j01: yon tu reopen 
these a.venues of escape fiw the negroes withont interfering with yOUi' 
military operati?~I::; '! . Could .not. snch escaped slaves fiud, at leas~, a 
partinJ sllpply of fuod III the rl~c fleldR abollt Savaunah, and occupatIOn 
ill Ulerice and cotton plantatIOns OIL the coast ·~ 

I III.crely throw out the;:;e sngg'estions; I know tbat sneh a course 
wonld he a.pproved by the Uovemment, all (I ] believe tllat. a manifesta
tion ou your part of a desire to bl'iug the sIa.ves within 0111' lines will 
do lIlueh to sileuce your opponents. 

You will appreciate my motiveR in writing t.his private letter. 
\' ollrs, truly, 

SAVANNAH, GA., D/:ccmber .'](), J8C4. 
Maj. Gen. M. C. MEIGS, 

. QuartermaRteJ'-Generol U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 
GENER.AL: I ,am instructed by Major-General Shermau to say tl1at 

he wishes to acculllula te at tllis place as ::;oou as possible sixty days' 
jhrage for 35,000 animals. We have to-day hut one day's grain on hand 
amI uune in the sound or river. I understand there is a ship-load at 
Hilton Head. I sent a steamer la:,;t night to tow the ship to this place, 
aud hope she will he at the bar before we arc entirely onto 'rtlC corps 
quartermasters are slow in ("etting' ill their estin.uLtes for supplies. I 
send you inclosed an estimate of clothing and eamp eqnipage which I 
requirc in addition to what you have-already seHt tu Fliltoll Head and 
Pensacola. I will be glad to get the elothiug mentioned 011 this esti
mate as soon as possible. I have sent to Pensacola for the clothing 
you sent to that poillt. I will try and send yon an estimate of qnarter
maRter's stores by llcxt mail. Supplies should he seut to this place, if 
possihle, in vessels Dot drawing over thirteen feet water; if larger ves
sels are sent tbe freight will have to be tralls-sllipped to s lllall steamers. 
We want here very much a light elaRs of ;;teamers aud Schnylkill 
barges for the purpose ofremoviug freight fl'Olll heavy-draft vessels lyiug 
at the roadstBad below this place, aud communicating fi'olll here to 
Hilton. Head, and through other inland l)a.ssages. I will be glad if you 
wiJIsend me six stea.mers suitable for tbis purpose. The class of boats 
llIost needed are high-pres ure, double-engine boats, of wifle beam and 
very light draft. I desil'e, al::;o, that. YOIl send mc twenty ScllUylkill 
barges, six of them to be double-deckers or pleasure barges. The 
steamers we HOW have herc a.rc not suitable for our purpose, as there is 
only fimr feet water at, low tide 011 t.hb b£H' in the south channel, which 
we are eompelled to use owillg to ob ' trnctions in the north ehanuel. 
Admiral Da.hlgren l'eports that these obstrlletious cannot be removed. 
I aln preparing to give them a trial myself, and hope I will suceeeL 

I am, gelleral, very I'c;;])ectflllly, youI' obedient servant, 
L. C. EASTON, 

BrC1;ft Brig(uZicr-Gelleral, Chief (J1ta, rter1na.~te-l'. 

By sending vessels a.round tl.uough ""Yassaw Sound we can get about 
thirteen feet water up to this place at Ilig-It t.ide. Order forward the 
sixty days' grain as rapidly a;; possible. 

L. C. BASTON, 
Qluwtm"lIla ster. 

http:GENER.AL


838 OPERATIONS I~ S. C., GA., AND FLA. ICHAP. LVI. 

GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. FIF'l'EEN1'H ARMY CORPS, 

No. QO. S((va.nn((./t, Ga.. , December 30, 1864. 


Maj.lVIaxwell Woodhull, assistant adjutant·general, U. S. Volunteers, 
having rpported ill accordalll~e witli paragraph VI, Special Field 
Orders, No. 208, headquarters Uepar·tment and Army of the Tennes· 
see, is hereby assigned to duty as assistant adjutant·gellera.1 at these 
headqnarters, and will be obeyed and respeeted accordillgly. 

By command of Mad. Gen. P, Joseph Osterhaus: _ 
H. N. WHEBLBH, 

Assi8tnut A (?j1(,tant- Geneml. 

GENERJ~L ORDJo:RS, } HD(~RS. FIFTEEN1'H ARMY CORPS, 
.N o. 61. Savannah, Ga., Decf.'Inber 30, 1864. 

III accordaJlcc with paragra,ph 3, General Orders, No. 1')9, heal}
qnarters Departmen t and Army of the Tennessee, series of 1863, the 
jollowillg·m1lllell officers are relieved from dnty with their respective 
eOlllrnands and a.re hereby a.ssigned as acting a,sRistant inspectol'R
general, and will be obeyed and I'espected accordingly: Capt. Albln't 
Head, Tenth Iowa Volunteers, for Second Brigade, Third Uivi8ioll, 
l~ifteellth Army Corps; Lieut. A. D. Cameron, Seventh Iowa Veteran 
Volunteers, for Secoud Brigade, Four·t.h Division, Fifteenth Army 
Corps. 

By'command of l\,I~j. Gen. P. Joseph Osterhans: 
l\TAX. WOODHULL, 

A ssistltrtt A djnt,ant-Geneml. 

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. FIFTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 211. Savannah, Ga., December 30,1864. 

1. Division commanders wiJll take immediate steps to prevent the 
destrnction of the railroad, telegraph lines, or buildings connected with 
the same, ill the vicinity of their respective camps. 

. '" 
By order of Maj. Gell. P . Joseph Osterhaus: 


MAX. WOODHULL, 

Assistant Adjutant·GeneraL 

HEADQUARTERS TWENTIRTH CORPS, 
8a.va:nna.h, Ga.., December 30, 18(,'1. 

Brig. Gen. VV. T.WARD, 
C01/lmanlling 'l'hird Pi'vision: • 

GENERAL: '1'ho general commanding directs tllat your division move 
early to-morrow morning to Hutchinsou's Islaud, where a pontoon 
bridge will be laid to the South Carolina shore. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBT. P. DECHERT, 

Oapta.in ((nll A cting As,~istl/.nt Adj1tt,((?~t· General. 
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HEADqu ARTERS DEPARTl\fEN'l' OF THE SOt:TH, 
H 'ilton Rea,d, S. C., Decem.ber 80, 18M. 

Maj. Gen. ~. W. H~LLEC~, U. S. Am!y, . 
Ghie} of Sta.tt, A'f1nw8 of the Untted St{ttes , Wasl/.'11/.gton, D. C.: 

GENERAL: Availing myself of the opportunity afforded by the sail
iner of the steamer, I have the honor to iuform YOll that everything in 
this department is progressing favorably. 1 have just retmned from 
Sava.uJl~Lh, where I left Gelleral Sherman with his whole arIDy. Prep
aratiolls are rapidly being- made for otl"ells ivc operations, and til ' 
different corps are \)eillg reviewed by General Shennan in persoll. 
~lIpplie8 are being Iand(~d at the ci.ty, alld although Helleral .Easton 
hH~ not beell able to elfeet i1is HlTangements, yet, by mpi41 t,l'am;1"el' by 
liO"hten; fl'( m the vessels having' t,hem Oil board to tho wharves of 
S~v(1Dnah, it is expected that this will SOOIl bo faeilitated so as {iO meet 
all demands. The admiral having relinqllished his e1forts to remove 
the obstruetiolls in the nortll (\hallnel at the upper end of' Elba 
.Isla-nu, so as to allow the vessels of sixt,een feet draught to go to the city 
wharves, 1. have undertaken w do it, ana expect to accomplish tbe 
work in about three weeks. At present the lighter~ have to e:11'r,)' the 
tiuppJies three miles hy way of the south ehal.luel, 'which has only five 
ic(' t of water at low tide. I illtend to-mOl"row to go through \Vilming
tOil River, via Tbullllerbolt and Saint A llgnstine Creeks, ftnt! expect 
to be able to find a passage that way for vessels drawing ten feet of 
water, eertailily as far as Thunderho\t" and probably up to the wharves 
of the city. The supply of forage thus i~u' re(:eived bere is vel'y inade
quate to the wants of (j'eneral Sherman's army. The C0I11111is:,;ary 
~llpplies have beell tbus far sutlicient. Five OJ' six steamerti sellt by 
(jenera.l Meigs have just arrived and bave made the water tnl,nS]lOL-ta
tiol1 ample_ I have no news of importanee to communicate fi'om 4\ithel' 
of the districts of the depart,ment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servallt, 
J. G. FOSTER, 

lJIajm'- General, CU'ln1ll((''IIcling. 

HDQRS. NOR:rHERN DISTRICT, DEPT. OF 'I'HE SOU1'H, 
jlJor/'i,~ L~lanr1, S. G., December 30, 18G4. 

Capt. W. L. M. BURGER, 
Assistant A~jut{(nt-Genera.l, Depa,rtment of the Smtth: 

CAP'l.'AIN: I have the honor to mform you that notbing of speehtl 
int,erest has occurred ill Illy command since my last report. The 
inclosed copy of all intereepted dispatch giyes the newli they had ill 
Charleston this mornillg' with regHnl to OllI" forces at \\riirnillgton. My 
outposts report that night before last, (the 28tb to the 29th) the earfl 
were rUllning frequenUy 011 the Chn,rlestoll flnu SavanllalL Itailroad to 

• the city. IJast Iligllt (the 2Hth-30th) trains seemed to UO l'tlnlllng- to 
and fl'olll tbe city as often as about once in every forty. five millutes. 
At about 1 a. Ill. a band was heard playing" 011 James IRlaml, and also 
cOllsi(lerable cheering. 'l'hese indications, of course, lead meto Ruppose 
that troops are arriving on or returning to my frout. At the request 
of Admiral Dahlgrell, 1 have given instrnctions for Fort Strong" and 
Battery Ohatfield to throw rifle and mortar shells at illtervals dnring 
~he nig-ht to thoRe points ill tbe hal'bor where tbe enemy might be 
supposed to be placing lIew obstructiolls. Tbe naval batter'y wiII also 
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open fire with the same object, and, in far-t, do most oft.h8 firing. If tbis 
arl'aJlgemellt meets the appro\7al of thc major-gellcra,l comlllanding, it 
will be continued f()J' the present, not expending mOl'e than about 
twenty-five shots during' the twenty-four ho1lI's. _Arrangelllellts have 
filially been completed for the transfer of' Mrs. 'l'homas and daughters 
to the enemv's lines from the right of Oole's Island to-morrow, the 31st 
instant. • 

1 have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
A. 80HUilVIELFENNIG, 

Br'igad'ier- General, C01nmanding District. 

By .ignnl from Fort ~Rip)ey to Cus t)" Pinckney, December 30, 1864. 

Whr.t is the llews1 
LAWHENCE. 

C:<.t\n Pinckney to FOl·t Ripley. 

No papers received this a. m. News last evening that the~ enemy's forces ashore 
were badly cut up by the guns of Fort l"ishel·. They &1'0 probably lJeJow the fort. 

O. 

lIDQRS. NORTHERN DIS'l'RICT, DEPT. OF' THE SOUTH, 
FIRST SEPARATE BI~IGADE, 
Morris Islan(Z, De.cember 80, 18G1. 

Lieut. 001. A. G. BENNETT, 
Commandin{l Po.~t, j}forris Island, S. C.: 

COLONEL: Information having been officially received at these head· 
quarters of the destruction of the iron-clads at Sa.vaullah, the brigadier· 
general commanding diI'ee~s the precautions recently adopted for 
defense against the same lIlay be relaxed, and citizens who have been 
detailed on gnard duty ill this diHtrict will be relieved therefrom. 

I have the lionol' to be, colonel, very respcctfully, your obedient 
servant, 

J. W. DICKINSON, 
Capt. 21st U. S. Colored Troops on(l Actg. Asst. A(Ut. Gen . 

.. 
WA~H1NG'£ON, D.O., Decemher 31,1864. 

Lieutenant·General GRANT, 
City Point: 

I learn from a letter of General Foster that all able-bodied negroe~ 
brought. in by Sherman are to be shipped to Oity Point. Permit me 
to suggest that they be armed, organized, a,nd used iu the Department of 
the South during the Will tel'. Our experiel1ee iH that negroes brought 
North during' the cold weather, fronl :1 warlll climate, a.re almost nse· 
less; moreover, they suiTer mnch from eold. To send them North at 
the present time wOllld cr-ea,t.e a. pallic alUollg' them, and prevent others 
from coming in fi'om the interior of the COli lltry. H.ebel papel'H arc 
alrea.dy harping on this point in order to frighten their slaves. The 
Secretary of "Val' and General Meigs concur in t,hcse views. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General a:nll ClI·it;!' of Staff. 

http:alrea.dy
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HEADQ(J ARTEl~S ~IILITJ..RY DIVISION OF 'l'I-IF. 1'ITSSISSIPPI, 
S!('1){tnnah, Oa,., DeccII/,um' 31, 18(]1-,,] 1). ?n. 

rGeneral U. S. GRAN'r:j 
l)J.;AR GENERAL: A mail leayes at u p. m. for lIiJton Head and New 

York. I ha,ve written a short official letter to General Hallock, 
aJllolllltiug to nothing, simply because I suppose yon want to heal' 
frollt llIe at every opportunit,y. I have already reviewed Illy fi)1lr 
corps, and willd Ul) in a. da.y or two with Kilpa,t,riek's cavalry, whieh 
I kcev ont aoout lline miles. There is 110 doubt of it out this a.rllly is 
in fiue conclition alld impatiellt to go al)eacl. I wonlel like to have 
Fo::;tel' re-eliforced,if possible, S(l that 1 will not have to lea.ve him a 
division to hold Savanna.h. I will have all the heavy work done, ~:mch 
as lI"IOving the ca,ptlll'ed artillery to Hilton Head, where it can be 1l101'C 

safely guarded, and building the redoubts in the new line for the de
fellse of Savannah. - 'l'his will be close in, fol' we (lon't care if' the 
oneill,)' does I'hell til e town. Five thousand lIlen will he plellty, alld 
white troops will be best, as the people are drcadful1y alarmed lest we 
garri<'oll the place with negroes. -Now, no matter what the 1Ieg-('0 
soldiers are, you Imow that people have prejudices which llIust be re
ga.rded. Prejudice, like relig-ion, ca,nllot be disellSS(\(l. ,As SOOll as I 
can accumulate enough provisions and forage to fill Illy wagons, I will 
he ready for Sout.h Carolina, and if you want me to take Charleston 
] think I can do it, for I know the place well. I was F;tationecl there 
from '42 to '46, a,nd used to hunt :I, good' deal all along the Cooper 
H.ivf'r. The direction to a11proaeh Charleston is from the Ilorthwcst, 
dowll tile penillsula between AsIIley alld Cooper, as also that emling' 
on the bay at Mount Pleasant. You had better Iloti(y General Meigs 
to send at once enough provisions for 05,000 men and 40,O()() horses 
and mules tor i'iixty days, illstead of the daily allowance, for you kno'\\' 
] IlJlli'it work 011 tile surplus allcl not on tile daily receipts. "Ve Jhtve 
pretty well eatell up all the rice alld rice straw for fifty miles. By 
making a wide circuit by Bal'mvell, Orangeburg, Oolumbia, and 
Salltee I can l'e:wh tile neigllborhood of Georgetown and get a re
supply. I do Hot ii:isue rations to the people, but order Ule ma.yor to 
look to the people, and have given him the rongIl rice to be sold and 
exchanged into flour nlld meat. Thus the expense will full 011 the 
llOlders of t,his rough rice, whidt I treat as prize of war. In:tsnHlcli as 
Hardee refused to surrender, and thereby esel1ped with bis garrison, 
] take it for granted that we will have to fight in South Oarolina, 
thongh I helieve G. vY. Smith, with llis Georgia 1l1ilitia, has retlll'llcc1 
to Georgia, by way of Augnsta, sayiug he would be dam lied if he 
would tight for South Oarolina. 'fhe people here seem to be wdl 
cOlltent, as they have reason to be, for onr troops have bllhavcd mag
llificeutly; you wOllld tllink it Sulltlay, so quiet is everyt.hing in the 
(~ity day and nig·ht.. All recognize my !limy no dil'fel'Cllt body of' Illell 
thall they llaye ever seell before. I hope yon will pllsh Thomas lip. 
Keep him going south anywbere. ],et llim ma];(1 a track clown illto 
Alaballla., 01', if you t,hill);: hettel', be can again eOllle to Cha.ttHllooga and 
as fa£' down us the Etowah, to wilieh point, I pres(\]'ved the iroll rails 
r('ady to be llsed a.gain. 

I am fully aware of your friendly feeling toward me, and yon limy 
always depend on me as your steadfa.st supporter. Your wish is In,w 
and gospel to me, and sncb is the feeling' tlmt pervados my army. 1 
have an idea VOIl will eome to see me before I start. 

Yours, in haste, 
W. T. SHER1VfAN, 

Major-General. 

http:steadfa.st


842 OPERATIONS IN R. C., GA., AND FLA. [CHAP. LVI. 

HEADQUARTERS l\IILI'l'ARY DIVISION OF THg :M rssIssIPPI, 
In the Field, Sava,nnah., Oa., December 31, 18G4. 

l\faj. Gell. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Stadr, Washinyton, D. C.: 

GENERAL: 'fhe steamer leave:::; witb the mail this afternoon at 5 
p. 10. I write only to say that since lily ht~t to you there is nothing of 
illlportan(~e t<> comlllllni<:ate. '1'he city is perfectly qniet and orderly. 
The enemy appear to be makillg' preparattolJs to receive u.;; over ill 
South Oarolina. As SOOll as 1 can a.ccumula,te a snftieieut surplus of 
fin·age amI provisions to load Illy "lagous, I shall be ready to start. 
\Ve find Ule Savallllall Rivtr more obstructed tllan we expected. It i:-; 
tilled with (:rih-works loadefl witll paving StOlll~::;, making inull islands, 
with narrow, tortuous, and difficult channels. All our stores have to he 
ligbtered up from the ship anehorage about Tybee. I have beeB 
engaged in reviewing Illy troops, and feel a just pride in their flue 
soldierly coudltion and perfect equipment. I propose at once t<> make 
lodgments in South Ca.rolina, ahollt Port, Royal, opposite this city, allli 
up about Sister':::; Ferry. When all is ready 1 can feign at one or more 
l)I!,l,ces and cross at the other, ufter whkh my movemellts will be go\"
cmed by those of the enemy, and ~;uch instl"Uctions as I may receive 
from Lieutenant·General Hr·aut betbre start,iug. 1 do not think I 
eall employ lwtt('r strategy thall 1 have hith('.rto done, lHunely, make a 
g'ood ready and then move rapidly to Illy objeetive, avoiding a battle at 
points where I would be encumhered by wounded, lmt striking boldly 
and quickly whell Illy ol\iective is reached. J wiII give due heed fwd 
erwouragelllent. to all peace movemelJts, uut l:ondl1ct war flS thongh it 
eoulll only termillate with the destruction of the enelllY anli !,lIP occupa
tion of all his stmtegic points. The weat,her is line, the air cool and 
hmcillg, :tud my experieuce in this Iatiturle convinees me that 1 may 
~afely depend 011 two good months for field-work. 1 await your and 
(ieneral Grant's amnvers to my proposed plan of opera.tions before tak
ing any steps indicative of futUl'e movements. I should like to receive, 
bolore starting, the detacbments left behind in Tellnessee belouging to 
those four corps, and it would be emiueutly proper th,lt General Foster 
:;;hould be re-enforced by auout 5,000 men, tD enable him t<> hold Savanuah 
without cf1lling upon me to leave him one of ll1y old divisions, whieh 
is too valuable ill the field to be left behind in garrison. 1 would also 
deem it "wise, so far to respect, the prejudices of the people of Savannah, 
as not to garrison the place with negro troops. It seems a perfect bug
bear t<> them, and 1 know that all people arc more inflnenced by prej
udice than by reason. The army cOlltinues in. the best of health and 
spirits, and, lIotwithstandiug- the habits begotten during onr rather 
vandalic march, its behavior in HfLVflnnah has excited the wonder amI 
admiration of all. 

I am, wit.h great respect" very truly, ~'ours, 
W. '1'. SHERMAN, 

J1fajor- General, Commanding, &;e. 

HRADQUARTERS MILITARY . DIVISION OF 'l'HR }\frssIssIPPI, 
I'll, the Piehl, SWNmnah, Ga., December 31, 18G4. 

Arlmiral D. D. PORTER, 
Commanding Nm·th Atlant'w Blocka.ding Squa.cl'l"on: 

DRAIt ADMIRAL: Captain Breese has this 1110meut arrived with your 
letter of' December 29, and I a:::;sure you it does my h eart good to 
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feel that I am once more ueal'yoll. 1 hope soon we will meet again in 
person. I have .a.lrea.d~r snb~litted. to Generals Halle('.1i a.n~l C?-mnt a 
plnn for a eampnlg"1I whIch wIll, hl'l~l.g my whole army to ,\'VIlnllngton, 
wllich I know I can ta.lie as easIly, tf not more so, than Savannah. 
do llOt think you can tak(~ those shore lmttcries with y01l1' gnn-boats, 
or <10 more tha.n drive the gunners to the cover of theil' bomb-proofs. 
1 have nXi\olnined carcfnlly ninny of t.lle fort.s about Savannah, a.nd fiJld 
them so well covered by traverses alld bomb-proof shelters, t.ltat yon 
mi "'h t hlaze away at them tor a month frol1l the d ireetioll of the sea 
dl,~nnds withont materia.lIy harming' them. I havB no (louht, how
ever, frorn what you s,~y, that Bntler's mell ought to ha.ve tfLken ]fort 
Fisher in about, three minutes, for its bomb-proofs (~aUllot possibly 
sheIkI' more than 200 men, who woulo he, a8 YOIl say, cron(lhing ill a 
defenseless position as aga.inst, all attacking fi)l'(~e. Hnt cven afte r you 
lm'"c got Fisher, thcn comes Caf<well, Fort Johnstoll, an(I, r supposc, 
a ;-.;tring of tort::; all the way back to Wilmington. .Now,l propose to 
march my wholc ill'my t,hrougb Sontll Carolina, tearing up milroads 
and smashing things gellerally, feign on Charlestoll, and rapidly (~orne 
down upon\Vilmillgton from the rear, ta king all thcir works in reverse. 
r subrnitted this 1)1illl to General Grant 011 the 24th, and sha.ll expeet hi>; 
answer vcry soon, a.nd will be ready t.o start the lllOlllent I call replenish 
lilY wagoll s with bread, sngar, coffee, &c. . 

At pl'esent the Savannah River is badly obstructed by heavy cribs 
filled with (;obblestones, which have sen'ed to ma.kc islands of mud aud 
saml, leavillg narrow, diffieult, a.nd tortnonschaIlllels betweell. Throngh 
thcse challllels all onr stores have to hc brought .ill launcllcs amllig'ht· 
draugllt boats, of which we Itav(\ all inadequa.te lIumbel',so that, t.hus 
far we barely get enongh fin' dail~" consumption. Bllt all hands are 
hard at work, and 11101)(\ by the 10th of ,TmlUMY to g'(~t cllongh ahe,ul 
to load onr wagons, a.nd be rcady to stn.rt. It will ta.ke some tirnH fOl' 
me to rcn.(~h Wilmillgton, but 1am epl'taill that rnilw i;-; tIre ollly mode hy 
",hidl the place can bc takon effectually. .My army i;-.; a good olle, bnt not 
large pnough to make dct,achments fL·OlU. .L had to leave with Thornas 
enough men to whip Hood, a.wl have written to General Grant t.o send 
to Fostet' enough mCll to hold Savaunah, whilst 1 move with my entire 
three. It is very important that I i'ihonld have two or Inore poillt;-.; along 
tire coast where I can eornmunieate with you, and where] could ha.ve 
some spare amlllunition alld provisions in reserve-say, Bnll's Bay, 
Georgetowll, and Masollborongh. Can't yon arrange to get all thel';f' 
poill ts in your jurisdiction '~ Admira I Dablgren is very acconlUlOdating, 
tut you and I nnderstalld each other hetter. I think when you (lome t.o 
consider my position, YOIl will agree with me that my proposition is 
hetter than to undertake to re!}uce in detail tire torts abolltWilrning
ton, and you clln so manel.1Vel' as to hold a. large portion of the enemy 
to the sea· coast, whilst I rava.ge the interior, and WhCll 1 do make my 
nppeamllee on the coast, we will rna,ke short work of t.hem all. I have 
shown to Captain 13rcese my Icttet's to Grant and Halleck, and will 
pxplain to him f\lIly evcrything that will interest you, ami as SOOIl as I 
can hear from Gencral Gl'lU1t will selld a steamer t.o you, advising YOll 
of t.he t.illlC of starting'. r rat.her fcar, llowe\,cr, that the Pl'csidont's 
anxiety to take Charlest.on may induce Graut to ordet' me to opemte 
aga.inst Charlestol.l, rather tllau "Vilmington, thongh J much }H'ef(w the 
lat,tel'-Charleston heing a dead cock in thn pit altogether. 

1 alll, lUOi';t trnly, YOllr fl'ielld, 
W. 'I'. SHImMAN, 

Jlfajor- Gcneml. 
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Gl;;NERAL OU,DERS, } HD(~ns. FIRST DIV., 15'1'11 ~,\R)IY COItPS, 
No. 83. Sa,vnnnah, Ga., ])ecember 31, 1864. 

1. The gelleral eommandil~g lIavill;;' returlled to duty, Col. James .A. 
,~rima.mson, ]i'ourth Iowa Infantry, will reassume command of tlle Tlnrd 
Brin'ade of this division. 

By order of Brig. Geu. C. H. Woods: 

.F]~gD. H. " TILSON, 


Acting .Lt.'1s'istant .11tUuta-nt· General. 

GEKEJtAL ORDEns, } HDqm;. SECOND DIV., 15'1.'H An,l\IY CORPS, 
No. 77. . Port McAllister, Ga., December 31, 18()4. 

The troops of the United States being abont to temporarily vacate 
the eonntry west of the Ogeecliee Hiver, and the people south of the 
Gulf railroad, on what is klJown as Bryan Neck, being destitute ot 
provisions, Mr. ~iaxwell, Doc~or .Johuson, all~ Mr. Cranston, resideuts, 
are hereby appomted a commIttee to ascertmn the number and wants 
of the people 011 said Neck, bot·li the blaek and 'white; also, to, withont 
dela,y, ta,ke possession of the rice now in the .Middleton Mills, guard the 
same, supplying from it tlie wa,nts of said people. No more than two 
weeks' supply will ue furnished allY family at allY one timf'. Frequcut 
inspections by officers of the army appointed for that purpose will ue 
made, to see that this order is complied with fairly and in good fil,itll. 

By order of Brig. Geu. W. B. Hazen: 
G. J,JOFLAND, 

Assistant Adjuta,nt· Gencml. 

liDQRS. SECOND BRIG., SECOND Drv., 15'1.'H ARMY CORPS, 

OFFICE ACTING ASSIS'l'AN'I.' INSPECTOR-GENEIUL, 


Near Sa;vannah, Gu., DeeembC1' 31,1804. 
Capt. C. A. EARNEST, 

Actg. Asst. Insp. Gen., Second lJ'i'v., F-ifteenth Army O(>1'1's: 
SIR: I have the hOllor to submit the following- record of evellt:,; of 

the Second Brigade, Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, from tile 
13th to the 31st of' December, 1864: 

On the 17tll instant the command left camp near Fort. l\icAIlister, 
for the purpose of destroying the Gulf railroad at and lIear McIlltosh 
Station, Ga., as directed by General Orders, No. 70, headquarters Second 
Divisioll, Fifteenth Army COl'ps. About 13 m. the] 8th the comma.nd 
encamped at Mclnt{)sll Station, alld commcnced the destruction of the 
road, amI uy the evcning of the 20th had effectnally destroyed, by 
burning the ties <tlld twisting the rails, nine miles of railroad. 

Morning of the 21st broke camp at 6 a. m., and commenced the retul'll 
march for Fort McAllister. On the road received orders to report 
to corps lIeadquarters. Camped for the night one mile east of the 
Ogeecllee River, havillg marchel.! twenty miles. 

On the morning of the 22d received orders to move three miles east 
of tlle Ogeechee giver, and encamp Ulltil further orders; remained in 
camp until the 29th, when the command moved to present eam]), four 
miles west of Savannah. 

Total number of miles marched, forty·!ive. 
Very respectfully, yonrs, 

THOS. O. }'BIIWB, 
OU1)tain nnd ,Acting Ass'i8t(mt Inspe(:tor· GII'IlCt((.l. 
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HEADllUAR'l'EHS OF THE AH,l\IY, 
1I'a!;/tin!!tult , Dc<:cm!Jer .']1, lS(j·1. 

Major-General FOS'l'ER., 
. S((!/J{(,nnnh, Ga.: 

Gg"mRAL: The Secretary of 'VIl aI' directR that the order to seoel able· 
hodied or otber negToeR fr-orn your department to Cit.y Point, be 8tH!

)l('nded, mill 'that yon orgallize a~1 yon eall get fbI' Rervi(:e thcr~. ~Oll 
will give th~\m the prop~l' l'~gllllenta! and compauy OI'ga!lIzatIOl!, 
1I1t1~(('1' I.hern III t.o the :-;(~rnce ot t,he U Dl ted StnteR, a lid appolllt thell' 
ofticen; provisionally, f(\portiug these a.ppoilltlllellts 101' coufirmatioll. 
Yon will alISo al'm and clotbe t,helll, and base the~u carefully drilled and 
cxerdseu. They will soon be of service for the llefense of youI' fOT't.ifi· 
eatiolls. It is prclSumed that you will find a,mong youI' 011icers, IlOIl' 

cOIHmissiolled officers, aud privates men desirous of and cOlllpetent for 
('ollllllands ill colored regiments. If General Sherman has IIOt left this 
will be snbmitte<l to him. It would be \yell to circulate a Hot.ice that 
yon will receive, pay, clothe, and arm all allle·bodied IIcgl'oes who will 
jOiIl you.

Vcry reSllectful1y, your 0 lle(iielJt "ervau t, 
H. W. HALLEUl{. 

ll{(tjor· General and Chic;!, of Stajr. 

RDQRS. SIGNAL DETACH1\mNT, 0)0;1)'1'. OF THE SOU'l'H, 
H'ilto'l/ Head, S. C., Deee'mher 31, .1864. 

Capt. W. IJ. 1\'1. BURGER, 
A88i.~t((nt A(?juta.nt General: 

CAPTAIN: I have t.he honor to Mate that I have jllst received a Illes 
I';age from Captain Bachtell, chief sigHal oRleer wit,h Genera,1 Shermall, 
t,hat the lille is open to Savannah by telC'graph from here to Brad· 
(lock's Point and by sig-Ha.l from there to SavanHalJ. 'rho st.a.tiolll'; 
hetween li'ort PululSki and Savannah are oyer low, IlI~Ll'f;hy grol1lld, ami 
the eommuuication wi1J , I fear, oftell be iute\'l'lIpted by mist alld t()g. 

I am, calltaill, very respectfully, your obedieIIt servant, 
JESSE l\fEUHIIJL, 

Captain and Clde/ Si!!nal Officer. 

HEADllUA]~Tl'.a~S J>EPAltTlVmNT ()l~ THE S017~'H, 
Hilton B end, S. C., December 31, 1tJ61. 

Lieut. Gen. vV. ,T. HAlmEE. 
Comd[/. Confederate Forcc.~, Dept. (~f S. C., Ua., and Flrt.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to request that you cause olle of yom 
stall' officers to meet Lieutenant·Colonel WooUford, of Illy staf'!', at 
Port Royal Ferry, S. C., OIl Wedue~day, January 4, proxilllo, at 2 JI. 
m., fiJI' t.he pnrpo::;e of' receiving several eOIll\l1unicatioulS and mails for 
pl'i~oners of wal'. UnleslS I hea.r frolLl you to the contrary, 1 :-;ha.ll eou· 
sider tha,t t,he t.ime <LillI place of IIIPd,ing at'll agl'eeable to yourself. 

Very respectfully, YOul' olledient servant, 
.J. O. FOS'l'lm, 

Jlajor. (Jenera,l, C01nllw.nci'ing. 
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HDQRS. NORTHERN DlSTRICT, DEPT. 01" THE SOUTH, 
Fms~1.' SEPARATE Bl"tIGADl';, 
]lIon'is ls1ancZ, December 31,18(;4. 

Lieut. Col. A. G. BENNETT, 
Commanding PI/lit, M01'1'is Island, S. C.: 

COLONEL: 'rhe brigadier-genera.l commallding directs that hereaftet· 
~he comnmll(l of the northern llOint of this island will be desigllated 
otherwise tha!1 as the Northern District Morris h;land, this term being 
liahle to mislead wben used in an abbreviated form. It will be here
after knowlI as the command of Forts Strollg, Putnam, and the Bat
teries at Cummings' Point, which can be abbreviated, "Forts Strong, 
Putllam, &c.," if so desired. 

r btl,ve the honor t{) be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

J. W. DICKINSON, 
Capt., 21.~t U. S. Cowrc(Z Troops a:n(l Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gcn. 

Ab8il'aet JI'UIII. 1"CtIL1'1l8 oj the Union Jorces at Sal'(tn-nah, Ga., i1[aj. Gen. WiUimll T. 
Sherman, "o1ll.11wnl1ill!l.. J01' D ccem/JIJI' 31, 1864. 

Command. 

. 
Army of tho Tcnllc~:-Ico : 

1cifte()llt.h Army Corps (Os terhaus) ...... . ... .. .... . 

l;CYCllt.cellth Army Cor p" (Blair) ............ .. .... .. 


Total Hight Wiug (Howard).. ..... ... . .... . ...... 


Army of G corgia : 
OCllcral hcatlqllarterR .. ... ........................ . 
FOllrh"'"thArmy Corps (IlaviM) . ........... . ..... .. 
Twentieth Army Corps (Williams).... .. ........... 

Total L e ft Wing (SloculII) . ......... ..... ......... 


: Present for duty..! 

?! 
'" ,;
¢l" <i 

0 ;>i 

14, 839 
11, 803 

I , 166 2~. 642 

7.......... 
:'!lS 1:1. n~ 
6,,4 ]:1, 464 

-I,259 - 27,186 

Cavall'Y (Kilpat.rick) .......... .. ........ .. .............. 
- 23 1 4,c, iO 

.:.~ ~ d 

~ <i • 


... 
~ 

"" 
... '" " ~ 
;>. ""~ eo=& 

., .::>3 '" ....<> 

" ~'l~eD 03 
e "'~ ~= " tD " 
~ "" "'l 

eD 
i£;" " 

18, 0:)8 28 145 18 
13, (;81 2~ : 210 14 

:1],71.0 52,364 32 

7 7 ..... . 
15, !117 27, 757 16 
16.184 28, 788 16 

32, 108 56, 552 I~ 

5, 8011 c 9, 86S l 6 

Grand Mal .......... .. ... . ..... . .. .. . . .. . . . . .....12.6'56(=58.m=~~784I==:ro 


Organization of thc L n'ion Porces (tt 8a,1)cmna,h, Ga. , eommanded bJI Maj. 

Gell. lVillict1n T. She/'1nan, December ,')1, 1864. 


II EAflQ ti AR.'l'l';W;; (; UARl> . 


7th Cowpauy Ohio Sharpshooters, Lieut. ,James Cox. 


ENGINEERS. 


1st Missouri (live companies), Lieut. Col. Willhull Tweeddale. 


RIGHT WING . 

J!aj. Gen. OLIVE It O. H OWAnD. 

I,SCOln. 

If,t.h .Illilloi s Cav:tlry, Company K, Li nnt.. .Tohn A. Me(.,lueen ., 
4th Cowpany Ohio C:walry, Capt. Jphn L. King. . 
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Fll'TEENTFI ARMY CORPS. 


Maj. Gcn. PE'I'IUI J. OSTERHA OS. 


I··[H~T DIVISIOX. 


Brig. Gen. CIlAIlLE~ R. WOODS. 

1"ir.l. [lri!Jade. 

Col. MILO S~HTJ[. 

12th Indiana, Maj. Elbert D. Baldwiu. 
26th Iowa, Maj ..John Lubbers. 
27th Missouri (~e"eu compauies), Col. 

Thomas Curly. 
29th Missouri, Lieut. Col. Joseph S. Gage. 
:Hst ltlld 32<1 Missouri Batta.lioll, Maj. 

Abraham J. Sea,y . 
76th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Edward Briggs. 

S(J(:ollll Briaod!•. 

Col. RODEIlT F. CATTERSON. 

26th lIIinois, Citpt.. George II. Reed. 
40th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Hiram W. 

IInll. 
I03d Illinois, Lieut. Col. George W. 

Wright. 
97t.h Iwliana" Capt. George Elliott. 

lOOth Iudiana., Maj. Rnel M, Johuson. 
6th Iowa., Maj. Willialll H. Clune. 

46th Ohio, Maj. Edward N. Upton. 

'I'hir!l IJrigade. 

Col. JAMES A. WU,LJA~ISON. 

4,th Iowa, Lieut. Col. S:1ll1uel D. !-iichols. 
9tiJ Iown, Capt. Paul McSwecJHJ~·. 

25th rowa, Col. GeorCte A. Stone. 
30th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Aurelius Rohcrt~. 
31st Iowa, Lieut. Col. .Jel·eminh W. Jenkius. 

~ECONn [lIVI:>'ON. 

Brig. Geu, \\' ILI.IAM n. HAZE:-I. 

First Brigade. 

Col. THEODORE .JONES, 

5f> th Illillois, Caj)t. Charle~ A. Andress. 
116th lllinois, Lieut.Col. JohnE. Maddux. 
127th llliuois, Capt. Charles Schryver. 

6th Missouri, Licut.Col. Delos Van Dml
sell. 

30th Ohio, Capt. Emory \V.l\illenscll,·r. 
57th Ohio, Capt. Hobert W. Smith. 

Second Driglldc, 

Col. .JA~H:S S. MAHTIN. 

111th llliuois, Maj. William M. Mabry. 
83d lilcliunn, Lieut.Col.GeorgeH. Scott. 
37th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Louis von Hles

singh. 

,17th Ohio, Col. Angllstlls C. Parry. 

53d Ohio, Capt. Robert CIllTeI-l. 

r"lth Ohio, Maj. George F. Kili. 


Third Dl'iYQ,dc. 

Col. .JOIIN 1\1. Ol./\'Im. 

48th Illiuois, Maj. Edward AtialTls. 
90th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Owell Stulnt. •99th Indiaua, Lieut. Col. .Johu 1\1. Berkey. 
15th Michigau. Lieut. Col. Fre.lerick 8. Hutchinsou. 
70th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Heury L. Philips.. 

TIlIRD Dl VISION. 

Brig. Gell. J ()Il~ F" S)J1TI!. 

Fit'at JJri.gadc. 

.Col. JOSEPH B. MCCOWN. 

6S.\ Illiuois, Lieut. Col.Jl1mesls3minger. 
93.1 	 Illinois, · Lieut. Col. Nicholas C. Bus

well. 
18th llilliana, Lieut. Col. Ed w a. \' d .J. 

Wood. 
li9th In.lianft, Lieut. Co]..J cfferBon K. 

Scott. 
,I th Minnesota, Col. J obu E. TOllrtellotte. 

ScCQncl NrigQ,de. 

Bvt. Brig. Gen. GHEEN B. RAU~I. 
56th Illinois, Cn.pt. James P. Files. 
10th Iowa, Capt. WiUia.rn H. Silsby. 
17th Iowa, t Licut. Col. Sal11son1\1. Archer. 
26th Missouri (four eOlll})allies),1 Capt. 

Charles A. Meyers. 
80th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Pren l\ietham. 

*Noll-vetenuIS 18th WiRcollsin a.ttached. 

t Ou vet.eran f11l'longh. 

t Dctaehment 10th l.Ii~ollri atta.cIlllU. 
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FOUllTlI D1V18 101>. 


Brig'. Gen . .JOllX ~I. COIlSI·:. 


First lJrigaile. 

Brig. Gcn. ELLIOTT W. RI CE. 

52«1 Illinois, Licut. Col. .Jerome D. 
Davis. 

66th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Roger Martill. 
2<1 Iowa, Col. Noel B. Howard. 

Second j;rigacle. 

Col. H.OIIERT N. ADAM~. 

12th Illinois, Jliaj. Wheelock S. lIiorri· 
man . 

66th Illinois, Capt. William S. Boyd. 
81~t Ohio, Maj. William C. Henry. 

7th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Jamcs C. Parrott. I 

l 'hird ]J'·'iaade. 

Lieut. Col. FREDERICK J. HURLIl UT. 

7th IIIillois, Lieut. Col. Hector Porrin. 
50th Illinois, Capt. Timothy D. McGilliclldd.v. 
mth lIlinois, Capt. Frederick A. Ilattey. 
39th Iowa, Maj. Joseph M. Griffiths. 

ARTILLERY. 

1st Illinois Li;;ht. Battery H, Capt. Fralleiti De Gress. 
1st Michigan Light, Battery fl, CaVt. Albert F. R. Arndt. 
l~t Missouri Light, Bat,te ry H, Lieut..John F. BrUllllcr. 
'Wisconsin Light, 12th Hattery, Capt. William Zickerick. 

cEVE~TEEN'l'H AR:VIY CORP::;. 


~laj. Gen. FRANK P . llr,,\lH, Jr. 


ESCOHT. 


11th lllinoill Ca.valry, COlUpa.n." ( ;, Capt. ctcpiJen i:i. Tripp. 


FIllST 111 Vl~IOX. 

~laj. Gen. JOSEPH A. MOWElL 

Fil·81. Brigade.. 

Col. CllARLJo:S t::i : t-IUEJ.l>ON. 

64th Illinois, Capt. .Jose}lh S. Reynolds. 
18th Missouri, Licut. Col. Willia.m H. 

lIHnter. 
27th Ohio, Ca.pt..Jamcs Morgan: 
39th Ohio, Capt. Johu VV. Orr. 

Sewlld Bri{jad'J. 

i3ng. Gen. JOliN W. SI'RAm:E. 

35th New .Jersey, Col. John J. Cladek. 
43d Ohio, Col. Wager l::)way ue. 
63d Ohio, Maj. John W. Fouts. 
25th Wiscon'lin, Lieut. Col. Jeremiah ~I. 

Ru~k. 

Thi,l'd Hri!lade. 

Col. JOHN TILLSON. 

10th Illinois, Licnt. Col. McLain F'. Wood. 
25th Indiana, Maj ..James S. Wright,. 
32<1 Wisconsin, Col. Charle~ H. De Groat. 
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'('H1HD OIV[SION. 


Bl·ig. Gen. l\!OHTDIEU D. LEGGETT. 


Provo~t Onard. 

20th Illinois, Capt. HOllry King. 

1'I1'8t Bri!lalie. 

Urig. Gen. MANNIXG F. Foun:. 

:lOt.h Illinois, Lieut. Col. William C. 
Rhoads. 

81st lllinois, Lieut. Col. Hobert N. Pear. 
SOil . 

45th Illinois, l\laj . .Johu O. Duel'. 
12th Wisconsill, Col. James K. P roudfit. 
16th Wisconsin, Capt. Joseph Craig. 

8c(!ond /Jrigade. 

Col. GHEl,XBEUUY F. \VIL~;S. 

20th Ohio, Capt. Harrisoll Wilson. 
68th Ohio, Licut. Col. George E. Welles. 
78th Ohio, Capt. Israel C. Robinson. 
17th Wisconsin, Maj. Patriek H. l\IcCau .. 

loy. 

FO !J HTlf D[\,1810:>. 


Brig . Gcn. GILE8 A. SM('J'H. 


FirRt Bl'i!l(ule. 

Col. BEX.'A~[[N F . 1'01' 1'8. 

l~th Ill!no!s, ~ Licut. Alonzo.1. Gillespie. 
I"th IlhuOlS, 5 

Hat IJliuoi', Maj. Robert H. MeFad,lcn. 

:;::lel Illinois, Col. .John "V. McClauahan. 

23(\ Indiana., Lieut. Col. George S. Ba.b. 


bitt. 
58ft Intliana, Capt. Hcnry Duncan. 
32d Ohio, Lient. Co/. Jefferson J. Hih. 

bet.;. 

Third [jri!lade. 

Brig. Gcn. W[LLIA~I \Y. BELJ(:;'AI·. 

32d Illinois, Capt..John .J. Rider. 
11th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Benjamin Beaeh. 
13th Iowa., Capt..Justin C. Keunedy. 
15th Iowa, Ma;j. Georgc Pomntz. 
16th Iowa, CHpt. L eo ::ichulllaeher. 

.\!tTlJ.Li-: lty • 

Maj. ALLEN C. WATE[UlOl:8)'. 

1st Michigan Light, Battery C, Liout. William W. H Yl.er. 

Minnosota Light, 1st Batter~' , Lieut. Hemry Hllrtor. 

Ohio Light, 15th Battery, L ieut. LplIlln Bailoy. 


LEF1' WING. 

Maj. Geu. H F.:-IH Y .V. SLOGU~I. 


PONTONIEHS. 


58th Indiana, Col. George P. Buell. 


J·;NGI:-IE EHS. 


l/;t Michigan (det:tchment), Maj ..lohn B. Yates. 


FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 


llvt. .Maj . Gen. JEFJo'EHSON C. DAVIS. 


(0'1 IlST 1>1\\1810". 

Brig. Gen. WILLI"~I P . CAHLI:>. 

1"i1'8/ Brigade. 

Col. HAHllISON C. RODAHT. 

l04th Illiuois, Lieut. Col. Douglas Hape· 
man. 

42d India.na, Capt. Gideon R. Kellam". 
88th Iudiana, Lieut. Col. Cyrus B. llri

an t. 
33d Ohio, Ca.pt. Joseph Hinson. 
94th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Hue P. Hutchins. 
21st Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. l\Iich l~el ll. 

Fitch. 

Second B-I'ifjadc. 

Lieu t. Col. .JOSEI' ll II. BHlGHA~r. 

18th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Theo(./oric H.. 
Palmer. • 

21st Mi..rlignu, Maj. Beuton D. Fox. 
69th Uhio, Capt. Jacob .J. Harick. 
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l'Mrd B1·if/ade. 

Lieut. Col. DAVIJ)MILJi:";. 

3l:!th IlIrlialla, Capt..James H. Low. 
:lIst Ohio, Lieut. Co\. Arnold McMahan. 
74th Ohio, Maj. Hobert 1>. Fillrlle.Y. . 
79th Pennsylyania, Maj. Mich(\.CI H. Lochor. 

81>(;0I'D DIVISION. 


Brig. G011 ..JA)JE;8 D. MORGA N. 


Col. ROBlmT ]<'. SMITII. 

16th Illinois, Capt..John A. CJu~[lman. 
60MI Illinois, Lieut. Col. George W. 

Evans. 
10th Michigan, Col. Charles M. Lum. 
14th Michigllll, Maj. Thoma~ C. Fitzgih

hOIl . 
17th New York, Lieut. Col. .Jool O. Mar

tin. 

Second Brigade. 

Lieut. Co\. JOliN S. PKAR(;J;. 

3<~th IIlinoi~, Cnpt. Potor Ege. 
78t,h Illinois, Lieut. Col. ?tfadl' n. Ver

non. 
98th Ohio, Capt..James R. MeLaughlin. 

100th Ohio, Maj. Frederick Beck. ' 
113th Ohio, Capt. Tobnd Joncs. 
121st Ohio, Maj. Aaron n. Robinson. 

Third B,·igade. 

Lieut. Col. JAMES W . LANGLEY. 

8.5th Illinois, Ca,pt. .Jallies R. Gri frith. 
86th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Allen L . Fa.hnestock. 

HOth Illinois (f01ll' companies), Lient. Col. E. lIibbard Topping. 
125tb Illinois, Capt. George W . Cook. 
22d Indiana, Capt. William 1:I. Snodgras". 

52tl Ohio, Licnt. Col. Charles W. Clallcy. 


THIRD DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. ABSALOM R\lnD. 

Fi,.s! B,·if/ade. 

Col. MonTON C. HeNTEn. 

82<1 IlHli:tun, Lieut. Col. John M. Matb
eny. 

23rl MiHHouri, Lieut. Col. Quin Mort.ou. 
17th Ohio, Lieut. Col. I3eujalllin H. Show

ers. . 
31~t Ohio, Capt. Michael Stolle. 
8!Jth Ohio. Lieut. Col. William H. Glenn. 
9:Jd Ohio; Col. Benjamin D. Fearing. 

Second Brigade. 

Col. Nlnn~LL GLEAi;O:O<. 

75th Indiana, Maj. Cyru~ .J. McCole. 
87th Indiana, Maj. Richard C. Sabin. 

101st Indiana., Lieut. Col. Thomas Doan. 
2d Minnesota., Lieut. Col. Judson W', 

Bishop. 
105th Obio, LlCut. Col. George T. Perkins. 

Third Brigade. 

Col. GROnGE P. ESTE. 

74th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Thoma~ Morgan. 

18th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. Hnhbard K. Milwarll, 

14th Ohio, Liont. Col. Albert Moore. 

38th Ohio, Capt. Charles M. Gilbert. 


ARTILLERY. 

• Maj. CHARLES HOUGIlTALlNG. 

l~t Illinois Light, Battery C, Lieut. Joseph R. Channel. 

2d Illinois Light, Battery I, Lieut. .Judson Rich. 

Iudiana. Light, 19th Battery, Capt,. William P. Stackhouse. 

Wi~consin Light, 5th Battery, Capt.•,lo~eph McKnight. 
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TWENTIETH ARMY COHPS. 

Brig. Gen. ALPHEGS S. WILLlA~IS. 

FIIlST DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. NATHA~mL .J. JACKSOX. 

pj./'.y/ B,·igadc. Second B,·igade. 

Col. EZRA A. CAHl\IAN.Col . .TAMES L. SELFRIDGE. 

5th Connecticut, Licnt. Col. Henry W. 2d Massachu~etts, Col. William Cogs
Daboll. well. 

123d New York, Lient. Col. James C. 13th New Jersey, Maj. Frederick H. 
Rogers. Harris. 

141st New York, Capt. William Menell. I100th New York, Lieut. Col. Allen N. Sill. 
46th Pennsylvania, Maj. Patrick Grif 150th Ncw York, Maj. Alfred B. Smith. 

fiili. ! 3d Wisconsin, Col. "'iIliam Hawley. 

Col. JAMES S. ROIHNSON. 

82d Illinois, Maj. Ferdinand H. RoIshausen. 
l01st Illinois, Lieut. Col. .Iolm B. Le Sage. 
14:~d New York, Lieut.. Col.lIczekiah Wa.t.kins. 
6Ist Ohio, Cnpt. John Ga.rrett. 
82d Ohio, Lient. Col: David Thomson. 
31~t Wiscon~in, Col. Francis H. Wcst.

SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. JOHN W. GEARY. 

Fi/'8t B,·iga,de. Second J.h·;gade. 

Col. AIUO PAIIJ)Jo:E, .Jr. Col. PATRICK H. JON~:S. 

5th Ohio, Lieu t,. Col. Robert Kirkup. 33d New Jersey, Col. George W. ?lindil.
29th Ohio, Cu.pt..Jonas Schoonover. 119th Ncw York, Col. .John T. Lockman.
66th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Eugene Powell. 134th New York, Lieut. Col. Allun H.
28th Pcunsyh'ania, Col. .Johu Flynn. .Jackson. 

147th Pennsylvania,' Lieut. Col. John IMth New York, Muj. Lewis D. Waruer. 
Craig. 73d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Charle!:! 

I 

C. Cresson. 


109th Pennsylvania, Capt. Waltcr G. 

Dunll. 

Third B1'igal7e. 

Col. IlENRY A. BAHXU~I. 

60th New York, Maj. Thomft8 Elliot.t.. 
102d New York, Lieut. Col. Ha.rve~r S. Chat.field. 
137th New York, Licut. Col. Koert S. Van Voorhis. 
149th New York, Maj. Nicholas Grnmbaeh. 
29th Pennsylvania, Lient. Col. Samnel M. Zulich. 

l1lth Peunsylvauia, Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Walker. 

• Detachment Battery E, Pennsylvania Artillery, attached. 
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THIIll> DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM T. WARD. 


Co\. HENRY CASI.; . 

l02d JIIinois, Mnj. Hiland H. Clay. 
l05t.h Illinois, Lieut. Col. E\'erell F. Dut

tOll . 

l29th Illinois, J..ieut. Cnl. Thomas H. 
Flynn. 

70th Indiana, Licut. Col. SalllneIMerriIl. 
79th Ohio, -Lieut. Col. AZal'iah W. Doan. 

Second Bl·i{!ade. 

Co\. DAXIEL D USTIN. 

33d IndIana, Lient. Co\. J allies E. Bnr· 
ton. 

85th Indiana , Lient. Co\. Alexander B. 
Crane. 

19th Michigau, Lieut. Col. John J. Baker. 
22d Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Edward 

Bloodgood . 

Third Bri{!ar1(,. 

Col. SA~IUEL Ross. 

20th Connecticut, Lieut. Co\. Philo B. Buckingham. 
33d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Elisha Doane. 

136th New York, Lieut. Col. Lester B. F aulkner. 
55th Ohio, Lieut. Co\. Edwiu H. Power~. 
73<1 Ohio, Lieut. Col. Samuel H. Hurst. 
26th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Frederick C. Winkler. 

ARTILLERY. 

~Iaj ..JOHN A. REYNOLDS. 

1st New Yorl. Light, Battery I, Ca.pt. Charles E. Winegar. 
1st New York Light, Battery M, Lieut. Edward P. Newkirk. 
1st Ohio Light, Battery C, Lieut..Jerome B. Stephens. 
Penns~' lvauia Light, Battery E, Capt. Thomas S. Sloan. 

CAVALRY. 

1111lW DIVISION. 

Brig. Gell. JUDSON KILPATRICK. 

Fi1's t Rl·i.gad(~. 

Cn\. THOMAS J. JORDAX. 

8t.h India.na, Lieut. Col. Ficlder . A. J oues. 
2d Kentucky, Capt. Joseph T. Forman. 
3d Kentucky, Lieut. Co\. Robert H. 

King. 
5th Kentucky, Col. Oli vel' L. Baldwin. 
9t.h Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. David H. 

Killlmel. 

& conll B,·igar7c. 

Co\. , M1TII D. ATKINS. 

92d Illinois (mounted infantry), Lieut. 
Col. Matthew Van Buskirk. 

3d Indiana, (two companies), Capt. 
Charles U. Patton. 


9th Michigan. Col. George S. Acker. 

5th Ohio, Mnj . George H. Hader. 

9th Ohio, Col. 'Villiam D. Hamilton. 


10th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Thomas ,V. Sa.neIer
~on. 

;\lcLaughlin's (Ohio) Squadron, Capt. 
John Dalzell. 

Unattached. 

1st Alabama Ca.valry, Col. George E. Spence1:. 

9th I1Iinois Mounted Int;Lntry, Lieut: Col. Samuel T. Hughes. 


Wisconsin Light, 10th Battery, Ca.pt. Yates Y. Beebe. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.-UNION. 


Absll'lwt jrmn return oj the Department oj the Sonth , Jlia.i. Gen..•Iohn t;. F08tcl', P. S. 


CHAP. LV!.) 

Army, COnlllUllllliny, JOT lJccembcl' .11, 1864. 

l'rescnt for 
Ilnl,y. 

-;; 
~ 
1: 
'" 

.... 
" " ~, 
~l 

Pieces of 
al'tillt!l'Y 

~;COJHrnulICl. 	 Z ~ o: 

,n " t1r= ,;, 
~ f"" ~; ..
" Z "" tt, .," ~ ?=; -'1"" .." "" ~ 

---------~------.--- - --- ----- 1
('cneml head'1uarler............. - . .. -- .. --- -- -- .. ----- "I 81 ~31? 1346~ 
l:'irst Now YUl'k Eu~';necrs (battalioll , llhwl') ....... 8 !Ji6 v 684 
F iJ ~t Hcpnratc nl'ig~de (Sel,lilUuwlfc'JlHig) ..... . . ...... (it) 2. 474 :-~, 241 6.754 . ... .. 
Re"ontl Separate Brtgade (Sax toll) ___ ________ .. _.. __ . 27 756 1,073 2,f1l2 .. ____ 
'!'IIinl Sep.u·at{d3,·ig,ule" (Brown) .... -- ...... __ .. __ . 69 2,024. 2.711 3,2M 66 
F0111' t,h ::-3opurntc Brigade (Scammon) .- . . . • _... .• _. ... ~_ 1, 13:37 J, 766 4, ]95 1 ~':' 

Total · --- ....... -- ...... .... - .. -...... ... - ........ 271 7,242 1 Y,53a 17, 96-1 6/i 


:;:., 
~ 

6 
2 

II 
~ 

l!l 

aAll tlH~ regiments C'A)m)Jo8ill~ the 'l'hirel t;eparatc BrIgade :11'0 stat,ioned at tho frollt" 1'ht) Int c :-it 
retUl'JI recoivru therefrom JS for l)cwucr, 1864", fJ'om which this return ]138 been made. 

0l'ganiz(ttion Of troops in the Department of the SOllth, Maj. Gen .•Tohn. 
G. Fo,~ter, U. S. Army, C01n1n((.1ul-ing, December 31, 1864. 

FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE,t 

Brig. Gen. ALEXAN]»)';]! RCfllMMELFENNIG. 

MOHHIS ISLAND. 

Licut. Col. AUGUSTUS G. BF.NNF.Tr. 

54th Mussach1lsetts (colol'cd),t Col. Edward N. Hallowcll. 
,)()th New York,t Col. Charles H. Vall W~·ck. 
:;:.!t! P enDsylvania, Capt. .101m A. Henllcssy. 

21st U. S. Colored Troops Maj. Richard fl, Willoughby. 
;)(1 New York Light Artilier,)', Battery n, i Capt. Tbomas .J. Mcserean, 
3d RlJo(lc Island Heavy Artillery, First Battalion, Capt. AUgustUB W. Colwell. 

FOLLY ISLANO. 

Col. EUG)on: A. KOZLA Y. 

5fith Massachnsctts (colored),i Lieut. Col. Charle~ B. Vox. 

G'~th New York, Maj. I;tellhen Kovacs. 

3:1(1 U. S, Colorerl Troops, Maj. Cha.rlc« T. Trowhridge. 


SECOND i3};PARATE BRlGADE.~ 

Brig. Gen. H.t.:FUR SAXTON. 

127th New York,i Col. -William Gurney. 

26th l), S. Colored Troops,t Lieut. Col. -William B. GnCl'llRey. 

102.1 	 U. S. Colored Troops,t Col. Heury L, Chipman. 
3d Rhode Islnnd Heavy Artillery, Company A, t Capt, Willilun I I. Hanmcr. 
2(\ U. S. Colored Light Artillcry, Rattery G, Capt. Jel'emia,h S. Clnrk. 

THIRD SEPARATE BRlGADE.1I 
Bvt. Brig, GClI . MII.TON S. LITTLEFIELlJ. 

H4th New York,i Col. .James Lewis. 
157til New York,i Col. Philip P. Rrown, .il'. 
25t,1J OlJio,i Lieut, Col. Natha.niel Haught.on. 

32<1 U. S. Colored Troojls,t Col. George W. Baird. 

" The Coast Division (compoHed of<letail~ from the brigades) was commanded by 
Brig. Gen. Johu P. Hn-tclJ. Tile department retnrn slJows this division to have had 
2:'10 officers and 4,088 men 1'01' dll ty. 

t Or Northern DiRtrict. 
tCollstitllted tlHl Coast Di\'isioll, commnnderl by Brig. Gell..John P. Hat,clJ, on 

oxpedition against Charleston and Sava,nnalJ Uailrond. 
II 01' District of Bea.ufort. 
II ()r District of Hilt,on Head. 
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FOt:RTH SEPARATE BRIGADE.' 

_Brig. G '11. ELIAI{L\I P. 8CAM~10N. 

17th Connecticut, Liellt. Col. Albert H. Wikuxsoll. 
75th Ohio, Col. Andrew L. Hal'\'iH. 

107th Ohio,! Capt;. E(\wan\ t;. Meyor. 
:'ll! U.~. Colore(\ Troops, Col. Beujamin C. Tilglllllau. 


:l4th 1: . S. Colm'otl Troops,! Lieut.. Col. William W. Marple. 

:-l5th U. S. Colore(\ Troops,! Lieut. Col. AnnuieJ ./. 'VillarI! . 

Hh ~Ia,sachl\s()tt.s Cava.lry, 1 ~([ Battalion, Capt" George It Hurlbut. 
3d New York Light; Artiller.", Uattery 10',1 Capt. Samuel C. Day. 

1 1'iATTACHED. 

ht; )i'J \~ York EngiJl{""''' (haita,lion), Maj ..' rllnm! E. PIa.ee. 

Alls/ract from 1'dn1'l1 of tlte lJixll'ict of WeBt FIo1"ida, B1'ig. (;(:/1. 1'h()m(/,~ J. Jl1cKeall, 
U. S. A'l'm!!, commft'lu/in.g, fo'l' lJcce1l!blll' :11, 1804. 

(:01l1I11aIl4l. 

U"llllqlllll'tcrs .................... . ... ... ................ 

FirAt Brigadu (y,ll'('in~tl)n) .... " .. . ........ " .. " ..... .... . 

Secl)Ullllrigatlc (Woo,lIl1an) ... ...... ..... ............... 

J<'ort LlarruncM (Hitchcot'k) ... ............ ................ . 

]0'01'1, I'kk,,"" (Roi8inge r) .. .................. ... ........... . 

14th New York Cavalry, COlllpany M (Scluilidt) .... ....... 


,;. ..... 
!i3" 
0 

3 
42 
47 
1:1 
7 
2 

Tolal ........ .. .......... .. ..... ...................... l"l4 


---.. 
11ieccA ofPresent for ~ .." Il1Ity, llrtillery.~ 2· ...<. E.~

"" '" 
d'" ~~ 
en Ol'O., " .. 9::: .. 
 en bf)e:: 
 t 'V'" <. 

~ '" '"' <l""'l ~ ~ 
-

a 3 
1.414 1, 870 1,961 2 , 

912, 1,169 1,400 ........ .. 
2U6 ;!31 I :!8(; 32 .. .. 
lin 215 2:1I 90 .. .. 
26 60 I' 70 ........ .. 


2, 797 3,6.i8 ----:;:-ru1124 -, 

IDecember 31, 1864.-For organization of troops serving ill the Dis· 
trict onVest Florida, see Vol. X.LI, Part IV, p. 977.] 

GENERAL ORDERS,} WAR DEPT., AD.JT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No.3. ' lVa.~hin!lto'lt, Je/.1tnar':1J 14, 1865. 

The following resoInti011 of t.he Senate and lIoll::ie of Hepresentatives 
is published to the Ai'IlIY: 

J'liJ:LIC HESOLUTION NO.4.-Joint resolut.ion te11l1erin~ t he thanks of t.he pcoplo an<1 of Con· 
grt~SM to .l\:la.j. Gen . \Villiarrt T. Shermun, and the officers amI soklicTS of hjs commn ll(i. fell' theiI' gallant 
l:olJduet in theil' late ul'ilIiant movement. through lfeorgia. . . 

lIt< il j'c80l!-c/l b!l t7w Sellf/lc anrl HOI/seof Represclltat'ire8 ofth(, Ullited Sta,le.' of ..1'1wrica 
ill COllfll'e,~8 a88{!11//llefl, That the thanks of' the people and. of tho Congre~~ of the 
1 ' nit.cd States are dne, allll are hereby telll\ered, t.o Ma,i. Gen. 'VilJiam T. Shenllan, 
alll\ through him to 'the offieer~ 'HU\ men nnder his commn,nd, for thcir gallant.ry anll 
I!ooll eonehw!; in their In.,te campaign from Chattanoop;a to Atlnnt,n, and the triumphal 
lI1:t\'f:h theIH'e through I.:oeorp:ia to Savannah, terminating in thtl e'tpt.ure al1d occupa
tion of that eity; anl\ that t,htl Presielent cal\~ e a copy of this joint resolutiou to be 
ellgros~ell and fOrW 1H'tled to !\'Injor-General Sherman. 

Approvei\, .January 10, Ul6,:;. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
W. A. NICHOLS, 

Ass'ista'lIt AdJuta.nt· Geneml. 

~ Or Distric t of Flor:c1a. 
f Constituted. the COll!<t DidRiou, comma,nded hr Brig. Gen . .J olm P. Hatch, on 

expedition against Charleston an,\ Savannah f{a.i1road. 
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FOIlRTH SEPARATE BRlGADE. * 

Brig. Gt~n. ]~LIAl<]:\1 P. SCA)l)ION. 

17th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Albert H. Wikuxsou. 
7:jth Ohio, Col. Andrew I.. Harris. 

107th Ohio,! Capt.. Ell warll O. Meyer. 
:-111 I. t:l. Colorol1 Troops, Col. Belljamin C. Til"lllnan. 


:'14th C. S. Color()<1 Troops,! Lieut. Col. William'V. ~1:trple . 

:-l5th If. S. Colorell Troops,I Licut. Col. Amllliol .J. 'VillanI. 

<\th :\lnssachl\8etts (;,walry, I :M Ba tta.lion, Capt. George l{. Hurlbut. 

3d Now York Light, Artillery, Battery F,! Capt. Sa.lIIue] C. D'IY. 


I NATTACHED. 

1 .~ t, )I'l\~ York En:'ill(,"l's (battalion), lIIaj ..Jamos E. I'la"e. 

AbBtract f"om '/'1' /11'1'11 of the Distl'ict of IYest Florida, Brig. OIJll. 1'IU1111/1 .~ J. McKean, 
U. 8. A"1lI!}, 1.'0mllllt'lllli.ng, for lJeccmb('I" .11, 1804. 

., 
Present. for .. Pieces of" Ilrtillel·y·'Inty . '" '" '" ... '" [~'" --- - - ~ 

<> '" CtUlinlalitl. .. ~~;; 
.. ~ ~. 'C 

i 
,; " ;o{)e('" ~ ]!i3" •• ~ " 0 ::a '" .... ~ 

-~ 
llm,lqnarters .................. . ....... .. .. .. ....... . ...... 
 3 a ' 3 
}'il'st Brigadll (YalTin/lt"n) ............. .. .. .......... . ..... 
 42 1,"U 1,870 1,961 2 
;;ecO)uol Brigallc (\V()O\IIHnu) .. ... .... .. .... ........... .. . ... 
 47 912.1,169 1,460 " 
l"ort .[larranCl~' (Hitchcock) ...... . .... ... ... ................ 
 ]a 266 :131 :186 ~2 .. .. 
j·'nrt l'ic:k"uK (Rci.inger)................................... 
 7 170 215 231 !lO .. .. 
14th New York Cavalr)' , Compa ny M (SCllluidt) ........... 
 2 26 60 ' 70 

Total . . .... ...........................................1114 2,797 3,648 4,W124-4 

[December 31, 1864.-Fnr organization of troops serving- ill the Dis
trict of West Florida, sce Vol. XLI, Part IV, p. H77. J 

GENERAL ORDERS, WAR DEPT., AD,JT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No.3. lVUlihingfon, Ja.1t1t.lI1·Y 14, 1865. 

The following resolution of t.he Senate a])(1 House of H.epres.:ntatives 1 

is published to the ArJUY: 
PUBLIC RE~()LUTl()N NO. 4.-Joint TP.solul.ion t cnllerin" the thanks of the peoplo au,l of COli· 

gr"aK to Maj. Gen. William T. Shermlln. and tho nItiC(' rs aUfi sohlicrs of hjs commanol, 1'",' their gallant
(;olllhwt, in their Jate urilliant movement through tieorbria. 

ill. i/l'C801I"CI1 b!l/ite Sellll/C (md HOllseoj R/fp'eBell lativeB ojthl' lJlI-itcll Sta/c.• of .1l1wrica 
ill COJlf/reS8 aS8embled, That, the thanks of the people and of tho Congre"H of the 
l :uiterl States are ,Ine, ana arc hereby tenilered, to Maj. Gen. Willialll T. Shennan, 
:111<1 through him to the officers alHl men nntler his comn1fl.ntl, for thcir gallantry aOlI 
~()()tl eouduct iu t.heir lat.e ea mpaign from Chattanooga to Atlanta, und the triulllphfll 
11"11":.11 theuee through Georg-in to Sfwauuah, terminating iu tilo r:lptllrc al1d occupa· 
tion of that city; an,l that the President calise a copy of t,his joint resolution to be 
engrussecl antI forwa\'tletl t.o Major·General SlwrlUan. 

Approveil, ,Januar)" 10, 1865. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
W. A. NICHOLS, 

Ass'is tant A(]juta.nt· Gencnd. 

~ Or DiRtri ct of F1or:cln. 
! Constitutell the CoaRt nivi~ion, r,omrnftll,letl by Brig. Gen . .John P . Hatch, on 

expedition against Charleston an.-I S,wHllnah Raill"Oad. 
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