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'WILSON, James Harrison, soldier, b, near 
Slmwneetown, IlL, 2 Sept" 1837, His grandfather; 
Alcxamler, a Virginian by birth, was on,e of the 
founders of Illinois, and his f'lther, Harl'lson, was 
an en~i~n in the WitI' of 1812, and captain during 
the Black Hawk 
wnl'. The son was 
ed ucatcd at the 
common schools, 
at McKendree col
10ge, and at. the 
U, S. military 
academy, where he 
was gniduated in 
1860 and assigned 
to the corps of top
ogrnphica,l engi
neers. I-l e sencd 
at the heac1quar
tel's of the Depart
l11en t of Oregon 
until J line, H;61, 
when he became 
2d lieutenant, anel 
on.19 Sept., 1861, ~~/-'~
he was malle 1st ff.t/(/~Ul-
lieutenant. He was . , 
on duty as chief 
topographical engineer of the Port Roya l exped i
tion till March, 1862, then served in the Depm-t
ment of the South, includin g the bomba,rdment of 
Fort Pulaski, and was 8n acting aide-de-ca mp to 
Gen. George B. :McClellan in September,lS132, being 
present tit the battles of South Mountain ami An
tietam. He was appointed lien tenant-colonel in 
the volunteel' staff of the army in November, 1862, 
and served liS chief engineer nnd inspectol'-gencral 
of the A I'm)' of the Tennessee till October, 1863, 
being ncti l'e in the operations before a.nd clnring 
the siege of Vicksburg.. . He became captain of 
engineers in May, 186;3, a.nd brigadier-general of 
volunteers, HI Oct., 1863, a.nd was enga.ged in the 
operations near Chattanoogll, the baltle of l\Iis~ 
sionary Ridge, anel the relief of Knoxville, con
structing bridges till December, 1863. Gell, Wil
son, ufter It short tour of du ty at 'Washiugton in 
charge of the cavalry bureau, was placed in com
mand of thc 3d eli vision of the cayalry corps in 
the Army of the Potomac, and bore a conspicuous 
part in the operatious under Gen. Philip R. Sheri
dan from May till A ngust, 18U4, including the 
Richmorid ra,iel lI.nel combats 'ncllr Petersbnrg. He 
also led his division during the Shenandoah cam
paign, including the buttle of the Opequan, till 
October, 1804, when he was assigne!l to the COIII

mand of the cavalry corps of the mili tary division 
of the Mississippi, organizing a body of 15,000 
mounted men, a nd contributing Im'gely to the suc
cess tha.t attended the a,rmies in the west under 
Gen. George H. Thomas and Gen. William T. 
Sherman, particnlarly by the IIssnu lt and capture 
of Selma, Ga., Montgomery, Ala., and Colnmbus 
and Macon, Ga,., on 20 April, lS(i5, the date of his 
promotion as mnjol'-general of volunteers. In 
twenty-eight days he captured five fortified cities, 
twenty-three stand of colors. 288 g uns, and 6,820 
prisoners, among whom was J effer'son Davis. Hav
ing been must.ered ont of the volunteer service in 



Jannary, 1866, Gen. Wilson was for four years 
engaged in the improvement of Mississippi i·iver. 
He was commissioned lieutenant-colonel of the 
35th infantry, 28 July, 1866, and brevetted to "the 
grade of major-general, U. S. a.rmy, "for galla.nt 
anu" meritorious se n 'ices" in the captu re of Fort 
Pulaski, the battles of Chattanooga, the Wii,ler
ness, and Nashville, and capture of Seimw, respect
il·ely. He was honorably dischargeu, at his own 
request, 31 Dee., 1870. He has been largely engaged 
in railroad and engin eering operations since his 
retirement from the army. Be is the author of 
"China: Tn1.l"cls a.nd Investigations in the Middle 
Kingdom" and "r~ife of Andrew J. Alexandel'" 
(New York, 1887): also, if! conj [lI1ction with Charles 
A. Dana, "Life of Gen. U, S. Gl'I1.nt" (Springfield, 
Mass., 18(8).-His brother, BLUFORD, served uuring 
the civil war as assistant adjnbmt-general of yol
unteers, and afterwa.rd was solicitor of the U. S. 
trca~lll'Y d~;'illg the" wh!skey-ring" proseG~ltions. 
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